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I. — On Genera and Species of Spiral-Bearing Brachiopoda, 
FROM Specimens Developed by the Kev. Norman Glass : with 
Notes on the Kesults obtained by Mr. George Maw from 
Extensive Washings of the Wenlook and Ludlow Shales 
OF Shropshire. 

By Thomas Davidson, F.Tl.S., F.G.S., etc. 

A S soBie fifteen months innst unavoidably elapse previous to the 
publication of the Silurian Supplement to my work on the 
British Fossil Brachiopoda, it has been considered desirable to an- 
ticipate a part of its contents, relating to the recent discoveries of 
the Kev. Norman Glass, of Manchester, as to the s])iral8 and their 
connecting processes and attachments in the Brachiopoda of the 
Upper Silurian rocks. 

The researches of Mr. Glass, referred to in this paper, but more 
fully to be detailed in the forthcoming Silurian Supplement, have 
been long and arduous, and the important and interesting results 
attained are only commensurate with the skill and perseverance 
which he has so abundantly shown. I feel greatly indebted to him 
for liis prolonged and valuable assistance. The first difficulty 
besetting Mr. Glass in his operations was the finding of suitable 
specimens — hundreds of examples of a particular species being 
sometimes needed to produce the desired result. This difficulty has 
been overcome through the willing services of George Maw, Esq., 
F.L.S., F.G.S., of Benthall Hall, Shropshire, and my cordial thanks 
are due to him for the most generous manner in which he has had 
BO many tons weight of the Wenlock Shale washed, and the old 
quarries of Benthall Edge carefully hand-picked, for specimens. 
Indeed, without the thousands of specimens thus procured, many of 
Mr. Glass’s discoveries might never have seen the light. Other 
valuable results of the intelligent and indefatigable help which 
has been rendered to me by Mr. Maw will be shown in the 
stratigraphical sections and lists at the close of this pajier. It 
should be added also that in sorting the specimens needed for the 
preparation of the stratigraphical lists and in many important 
suggestions, I have been greatly aided by the Kev. H. G. Day, of 
Brighton, and I desire gratefully to acknowledge his devoted assist- 
ance, rendered all the more trying and difficult from the minuteness 
of many of the shells. 

It may be well to mention here that Professor James Hall and 
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2 Thomas Davidson — Sjnral- Bearing Brachiopoda, 

Mr. Whitefield have also been engaged in developing the spirals and 
their connections in the Palaeozoic Bracliiopoda, but only in American 
specimens, and principally in siliceous shells, or in shells possessing 
a hard limestone matrix. Mr. Glass’s operations, however, have 
been confined almost entirely to English specimens, and, as it will 
preseiTtly appear, to those English specimens only which were partly 
or wholly filled with spar. Having mj'^self most carefully studied 
and drawn Mr. Glass’s prepared specimens I am able to assert that 
they do not admit of doubt or misconception, and that they com- 
pletely obviate the necessity of restoration — a process which must 
always be associated with some degree of uncertainty. 

In my Carboniferous Supplement published by the Palmonto- 
graphical Society at the commencement of 1880, I gave a brief 
account of Mr. Glass’s discovery, accompanied by figures and de- 
scriptions of the spirals of no less than thirteen species of Carbon- 
iferous Spii'ifera and Athi/rls — all of them having been worked out 
by the new process. Since the preparations for the publication of 
the above supplement were completed Mr. Glass has been engaged 
in investigating not only the spirals, but also their connections 
in the shells of the Upper Silurian formation, and also in the Car- 
boniferous shells of the genus Athjris. Mr. Glass had informed me 
previously that his process was unsuitable for developing the con- 
necting lamellas of the spirals, lie has proved, however, by more 
recent researches, and even beyond his own expectations, that it is 
eminently adapted for that purpose. 

The new process discovered by Mr. Glass simply applies to those 
shells which are partly or wholly filled with spar. In all the pre- 
parations that were figured in the Carboniferous Suj)plemcnt the 
spirals were shown in their sparry matrix opaquely, but this method 
would have been very difficult in developing the spirals in the small 
Silurian Brachiopods, and would have been entirely useless in 
revealing their connecting lamellae. Mr. Glass, indeed, except in 
one or two instances, was unable to show the connections of the 
spirals opaquely even in the larger s])ecimens. However, that 
which could not be shown opaquely has been successfully developed 
by means of transparency. When the shells have been found 
wholly filled with spar, both valves have been removed, and the 
sparry matrix scraped away on either side until the spirals were 
clearly to be seen by holding the specimen up against the light. In 
order to show the connections of the spirals, not only the matrix 
surrounding the spirals, but also parts of the spirals themselves, 
have had to be scraped away in various directions. As I remarked 
in my Carboniferous Supplement, previously to the discovery of 
Mr. Glass’s process our knowledge of the spirals of the Palaeozoic 
Brachiopoda depended upon the rare chance of finding empty shells 
in which these appendages were naturally preserved, or upon the 
equally rare chance of finding specimens in which the sliell and 
spirals were silicified so that the latter might be developed by tlje 
use of diluted acid. In addition to these means of obtaining know- 
ledge in relation to the spirals, there was only the difficult and 
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generally unsatisfactory method of making sections of the hard 
limestone matrix by wliich the shells were usually filled. Now, 
however, and by Mr. Glass’s process, there is nothing in relation to 
the spirals or their connecting lamellae in the Carboniferous and 
Silurian Bracliiopoda that may not with time and patience be dis- 
covered. Mr. Glass has ascertained that many shells partly or 
wholly filled with spar are met with belonging to nearly every 
species, and whilst it is true that in a large proportion of these the 
spirals are either absent, fragmentary, or broken from the hinge- 
plate and displaced, yet specimens having all the required conditions 
do occasionally occur, and there is nothing to prevent a complete and 
satisfactory investigation. 

As I have already said, there can be no mistake as to the certainty 
of the results attainable under this process. When the spirals are 
met with in the sparry matrix of the shell either in a fragmentary 
condition, or broken from the hinge-plate and displaced, there may 
be, and there frequently are, very confusing and doubtful appearances, 
but as soon as the spirals are found in a perfect condition, all that 
was before confusing and doubtful becomes clear and certain. This 
more es23ecially applies to mature shells, for in younger specimens, 
even when otherwise i^ei’f^ct, it is sometimes difficult to get a clear 
conception of the sjDirals, arising from their not having assumed 
their normal shape and position in the shell. In the case just 
supposed, where under the new process clear and certain results 
have been obtained, the whole of the sjhrals either on the dorsal or 
ventral side, or the whole of the connecting jirocess in its relations 
to the spirals, is seen, either oj^aquely or transparently in situ and 
at once, and not a bit at a time, as is the case where the S2)irals, etc., 
are endeavoured to be ascertained by the cutting of sections. This 
Mr. Glass thinks is a great disadvantage in the use of sections as 
compared with his process — a disadvantage greatly increased, as it 
seems to him, when the sections are not made through a sparry 
matrix which shows the lines of the sjhrals, etc., in relief, but 
through a hard earthy limestone, in which the lines are difficult to 
trace through their similarity of colour to the matrix. For the 
details of Mr. Glass’s new 2)rocess, in which hydrochloric acid is 
an indisjjensable agent, readers are referred to my Carboniferous 
Siq^plement, and also to the forthcoming Silurian Sujjplement, which 
will contain a more full account 2)repared by Mr. Glass at m3" request. 

In 18 GG, when pre2)aring my Silurian Monograph, I found it quite 
im2:)ossible to procure specimens of the spiral-boaring species of the 
British Silurian Brachio2)oda showing more than a very incomplete 
indication of their internal processes, nor was it j)0ssible for me to 
develope them on account of the hard matrix which filled the shell. 
Since then, thanks to Mr. Glass’s great skill, I can now furnish figures 
showing the complete spirals, the attachment to the hinge-plate, and 
in most cases the connecting processes of Spirifera plicatellaf Sp, 
crispa, Cijrtia exporrecta, Meristella tumida, Jf. didyma, Nucleoapira 
pisnoiy Retzia Salieri^ Atrijpa rcticidaris, A. marginalise A, Barrandi, 
Glassia obooata and G. elougata, all worked out in their completed 
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shape by Mr. Glass, and showing what can be achieved by his new 
process. All these perfect interiors will be fully described and 
illustrated in niy Silurian Supplement. 

In these investigations it has been clearly shown that the spiral- 
bearing Braebiopoda can be grouped according to the way in which 
the spirals are connected. 

1. SpiRIFERID.t:. Spirifera, Spiriferhia, Cyriia, Cyrtina, 

2. Athyrid.e, Aihyris, Meristella, Merista, etc. 

3. NucLEOSPiRiDiE, Nndcospira, Betzia, Tremafospira, 

4. Atrypid.t:, Atrypa, Coelosptraj ^ygospiraj Glassta, 

I will now endeavour briefly to show the different characters pre- 
sented in these groups from preparations developed by Mr. Glass, 
and principally from British Silurian specimens. These results ai'o 
of tlie highest importance, for no good classification can be founded 
on external characters only, and the interior arrangements are by far 
the surest guides, 

Sptripertd^, King, 1850. 

The spirals of Spirifera^ Spiriferiiia, Cyrtia and Cyrfna, are all 
now well known. Mr. Glass worked out those belonging to Spiri- 
fera plicateJla, Sp. crispn and Cyrtia exporrecta, in a veiy beautiful 
manner. We are not yet, however, acquainted with the shape of the 
lamella (which in all probability connected the two principal stems 
Fig. 1. spirals) in any of the Spiriferidye except 

Spiriferinay but I hope that Mr. Glass before long 
will be able to make this matter clear. 

In 1851, I fully described and illustrated the 
spiral appendages of Spiriferina, their simple mode 
of attachment to the hinge-plate, as well as the 
position and shape of the semicircular lamella a, 
which connected the two spiral coils. I also 
showed that short spines i)rojected from the spiral 
lamella3 on those parts that faced the front and 
lateral portions of the shell. This last-named 
Spirfferma rostrata. feature lias been well shown by Mr. Glass to 
occur also in Atliyris planosidcata and Airypa margiualis. 

Athyrid^, Phillips, 1841. 

This division of spiral -bearing Braebiopoda comprises several 
genera such as Atliyris, Merista, and Meristella, 

Genus Athyris, McCoy = Spirigera, D’Orb. 

The internal characters of this important genus are now well 
known. The finding by Mr. Howse of a perfect empty interior of 
the dorsal valve of A. pectinifera enabled me to describe and illus- 
trate, in a very complete manner, the shape of the spiral appendages, 
their mode of attachment to the hinge-plate, as well as the compli- 
cated system of lamellm by which the two first stems of the 
spirals were connected. Again, in pi. xvii. of my Carboniferous 
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]\roTiograph I figured the complete spiral appendages in Atliyris 
amhigua, Sow. My figures bad been completed from several 

Fig. 3, 



Athijrls phtnosidcata, developed by the Her. X. Glass. 


specimens in the Museum of Practical Geology. Prof. Hall, in vol. 
iv. p. 289, of his Pala3ontology of Kew York, in 1867, described and 
illustrated the spiral appendages of Atliyris vittntcu, their mode of 
attachment to the hinge-plate and the system of lamelhe connecting 
their two first coils. In the main his description and figure would 
agree with mine, but not quite so in details. In order that no mis- 
conceptions should exist upon the matter, the Eev. N. Glass, at my 
request, developed the spiral appendages and their connections in a 
number of specimens of Atliyris planosulcata and A, amhigua, which 
had been liberally presented to him by Mr. John Tym, of Castleton. 
As will be seen from the figures here appended, drawn from Mr. 
Glass’s worked specimens, his results would confirm the correctness 
of my previous illustrations. 

In Atliyris planosulcata Mr. Glass found that the first attachment 
of each spiral takes place at the hinge-plate a. From thence the 
tw.o principal stems proceed for a short distance downwards, h, 
when they suddenly bend backwards forming a broad rounded curve 
facing the bottom of the dorsal valve h, d, e. At a little less than 
half their length at d, each principal stem widens and gives off a 
lamella d, 7^, which projects into the middle of the space interven- 
ing between the two spiral coils, and here the lamellee are connected 
together and become expanded and roof-shaped. From the upper 
portion of the expanded and roof-shaped projection li, a curved 
lamella / extends upwards and bifurcating at its extremity gives off 
on either side a lamella g, which after forming a broad curve, and 
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closely following tbe outer side of the first coil, ends near the place 
where the principal stem gives off its connecting process q. Indeed, 
Mr. Glass found in many specimens that this half coil lay much 
closer to the first than to the second coil of each spiral. 

Now, as Mr. Glass has worked out very many specimens of 
Athyris plano^mlcata^ and as they invariably show the same results 
and in the clearest possible manner, there can be no doubt as to 
our possession of ever^^ detail in connection with the spiral arrange- 
ments in the genus Athjris, especially as these 2 ^ reparations of Mr. 
Glass are fully corroborated by the specimens of Aihjrh ambigna 
which he also develo 2 ied in a similar manner. 

Genus Meris'tella, Hall, 1859. 

The working out of the S 2 >iral i^rocesses and their attachments in 
Menstella tumida does the Kev. Norman Glass tlie greatest possible 
credit Not only has Mr. Glass been able to develop the spirals, but 
to take them entirely out of the shell, so that they can be examined 
in every direction. He has also com])letely excavated the inner side 
of one of the spiral cones, so that wiien held up between the eye and 
the light the various convolutions can be seen as a transparency. Ho 
likewise has been able to work out the attachment of the 2 U’inci 2 >al 


Fig. 4. Fig. 0. 



Moriatclla tumida^ after Mr. Glass’s preparations. 

coils to the hinge- plate and their complicated system of connecting 
Jamellm. All these admirably prepared specimens will be fully 
Illustrated m my forthcoming Su232)lement. As will be observed 
trom^ the two diagrams here given, and drawn from Mr. Glass’s 
B2)ecimens of Meristella tumida^ the principal characters of the 
Athyndm are maintained. The attachment to the hinge-plate at a, 
the short prolongation of the lamella a, 6, its bending backwards 
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abruptly by a broad curve so as to form the first coil of the spiral, 
the giving forth at about half their length of an inwardly con- 
verging ' lamella d, h, by which both spirals are connected, the 
extension upwards of a narrow lamella ^, /, and its bifurcation at 
remind us of Athyris. although differing in minor details, but at 
the point g the bifurcating process is short and small and does not, 
as in Athyris^ give rise to a curved supplementary lamella. Now, as 
Mr. Glass has worked out a large number of Athyris planosulcata 
and of Meristella tumida, and as they have one and all constantly 
shown the same characters, we are justified in supj) 08 ing they are 
persistent in each species of the same genus. 

Prior, however, to Mr. Glass’s researches, in vol. iv. of the 
Pala3ontology of New York, p. 298, Prof. J. Hall described and 
illustrated the spiral appendages, their attachment to the hinge-plate, 
and their connecting system of lamellae, in Merhtella arcuata (Hall) 
— a species so near in shape to our English Meristella tumida as to 
make one question whetlier it is not s^iecifically the same. In Prof. 
Hall’s figures the short forked process (g in our figures of M. tumida) 
extends and forms a complete circle, the branches uniting again 
at the point where they originated. Feeling some misgivings 
as to the correctness of Prof. Hall’s illustration, in this particular, I 
wrote to Mr. Whitefield, who drew the figures, for some further ex- 
planations, and in his answer, dated the Gth of October, 1878, he 
says, “ With regard to Meristella I can assure you there is no error 
in the figures published. Yesterday I took several of the specimens 
of Meristella nasuta, ll.lcevis and M. arcuata^ and examined them; 
they all show the same features as given in the diagram in the text 
of vol. iv. Paleontology of New York. . . . They are not sections, 
but silicified specimens treated with acid, and the spire and loops are 
entirely revealed to the light. All the specimens described by Prof. 
Hall are now in the Ainericaii Museum of Natural History.” I 
have never seen the American specimens of Meristella, but I can 
assert that those worked out by Mr. Glass leave no room for mis- 
conception, and as the}^ have all been most liberally presented to me 
by him, as well as all the other worked specimens of other species, 
they can be inspected by any one taking an interest in the subject. 
By comparing the diagrams giA^en of Meristella and Athyris, the 
differences the}^ present can be recognized better than they can be 
described by words. 

Ncjclbospiridje. 

In this group would be included Nudeospira, Hall, Betzia, King, 
and Bhynchospira, Hall. In the twelfth annual report of the 
Kegents of the University of the State of New York, p. 24, 1859, 
Prof. James Hall gives a complete and illustrated description of his 
genus Nudeospira, exemplified by Nudeospira ventricosa. Hall. 

At my request the Kev. Norman Glass has worked out in the 
fullest manner the characters of the spirals in Nudeospira pisum, 
their attachment to the hinge-plate, and the process connecting the 
spiral coils. His researches and prepared specimens agree in all 
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important particulars with those obtained by Prof. Hall in N, 
ventricosa, Nucleospira pisum is one of the most abundant species 
in the Werdock limestone and its underlying shales. 

Each spiral is found to consist, as I had previously stated, of not 
more than six or seven convolutions, and the extremities of the spirals 
are directed towards the lateral portions ot the shell. ^ The two 
principal stems of the spiral coils are attached to the hinge-plate, 
Pig. 6. and after extending a little way into 

the interior of the shell between the 
\ r spirals, are suddenly bent backwards 
n towards the hinge, and after forniing 

f \ \ \ a curve converge, to about two-thirds 

I A \ I I jSll iK I length, giving forth at that 

-Ivll I III III/) P^ace short converging lamellae, 

\ ///III / which unite in a sharp angular 
‘ \ / \ \ / / extremity being directed 

towards the middle of the hinge- 
plate. Each of the two primary 
. . lamellae diverge again as they pro- 

«.d toward. Ih. tom .nd b, . 
valve, from preparations by the gentle curve form the nrst spiral coil. 
Rev. N. Glass. This arrangraent is similar to that 

described by Prof. Hall in his genus Merutiiia (20th Annual Keport 
of Regents of the University of the State of New York, revised 
edition, p. 186, 1868). In some specimens Mr. Glass has found 
the V-shaped lamellas of which the inner branches are attached to 
the hinge-plate extending downwards so as nearly to meet the 
angular end of the connecting process, as is the case also in N. 
ventricosa. In no instance, however (and a large number of speci- 
mens have been operated upon), has Mr. Glass discovered any bifur- 
cating process as in Meristella and Athjris, 

Genus Rktzta, King, 1850. 

Nothing further relating to the type of the genus lieizia, viz. 

^ Betzia Adideni, De Verneuil sp., is 

known beyond the fact that the 

# shell was provided with spiral ap- 

Prof. Hall devotes seven pages of 
the Sixteenth Report of the Regents 
of the University of the State 
of New York, 1863, to the genus 
Betzia and to his genus Tremato^ 
8p)ira, Betzia ? Salteri and B. Bou- 
chardi have been referred by Prof. 
King, myself and other palaeonto- 
logists to the genus Betzia, and this 
is where I should leave them, at 
developed by the Ecv. any ^ate until tlie internal appen- 
N. Glass. dages of B, Adnem shall have been 
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more fully determined. Nothing further than that Eetzia Salieri was 
provided with sj)iral appendages had been discovered before Mr. 
Glass, at my request, worked out their mode of attachment to the 
hinge-plate and their connecting lamellaB. After many experiments 
Mr. Glass was able to show in the clearest possible manner that 
the spirals were attached to the hinge-plate and connected with 
each other in a similar manner to Nncleospira pisnm. The only 
ditference seems to lie in the spirals themselves, namely, that in N, 
pisnm they are formed of five or six convolutions only, while about 
ten can be counted in each spiral in Eetzia Salteri, 

Family Atrypid^, Dali, 1877. 

Genus Atryi'a, Dalman, 1828, type A. reticularis, Linne, 

The interior characters of tlxis genus have been completely de- 
scribed by Mr. K. P. VVhitefield 
Fjg. 8. nnd Prof. J. Hall. Its spiral 

appendages, first attached to the 
hinge-plate, are placed side by 
side, with their extremities 
facing the middle of the bottom 
of the dorsal valve, as may be 
seen in the accompanying Figure. 
Mr. Glass has also developed 
the complete interiors of Atrijpa 
reticularis from English speci- 
mens, and his worked specimens 
will be fully described and 
illustrated in my Silurian Sup- 
plement. The principal stems 
of the spiral coils at a short 
distance from their attachment 
to the hinge-plate are connected 
by a narrow band, the branches 
Atrypa rcticularia, fi*om an American from either side converging 
specimen lent to me by Prof, J. Hall. downwards into a V-shape, and 

each branch being slightly 
turned up at its extremity. This band seems continuous in many 
specimens that have been operated upon, but, as stated by Mr. W. 
Gurley, in some individuals this loop or band would appear to be 
disunited, the inner ends opposing each other without being actually 
connected. I must also observe that the admirably prepared 
specimens by Mr. Glass show that the spiral appendages in the 
Dudley specimens of A, reticularis commence by forming very large 
coils, but that these soon become much smaller in diameter, form- 
ing two comparatively narrow cones, and that the extremities of these 
cones are closer together in some specimens than in others, and that 
sometimes one spiral cone seems a little longer than the other, one 
cone, for example, showing only fourteen convolutions, whilst its 
companion cone has as many as sixteen. 
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Atjiypa marginalis, Daltnan. 

We are indebted to Mr, Glass for the knowledge we now possess 
Fig. 9. with respect to the spiral appendages and' 

connecting process in this remarkable 
species. The dorsal valve does not pre- 
sent the same degree of convexity or 
depth observable in that of Atnjpa reticu^ 
laris, so that the spirals are smaller, with 
a lesser degree of convexity. They do 
not show more than five convolutions, 
these being also more widely separated 
one from the other than is the case with 
Linnfleus’s species. The pnnci})al stems, 
as clearly seen in the two specimens 
AtrypamarginaHs.^^eyeloi^ed. developed by Mr. Glass, after being 
} ev. . G ass. attached to the hinge-plate, are soon con- 
nected as in A. reticularis by a V-shaped lamella. The extremities 
of the spirals are close to each other and facing the middle }»ortion 
of the bottom of the dorsal valve. As in Atnjpa Barraudi. the two 
principal coils are not level, but slightly higher on their inner tliau 
on their outer sides. 

Mr. Glass has also shown that tlie outer edge of each convolution, 
whether facing the lateral or frontal margins of the shell, gives oif 
numerous small spiny projections in the same manner as in many 
examples of Spirijer, Alhi/ris, Waldhehnia, etc. 

Atrypa Barranvi, JJuv. sp. 

During an excursion I made near Walsall in 1847, I picked up 
several specimens of the small species under description. Knowing 
nothing of its interior characters, I provisionally described it as a 
Terehralula, but subse(pjently I fhouglit it might bo referable to 
lietzia, on account of Dr. Lindstrom having found that the shell was 

possessed of spiral coils. Jn 1871) 
to* Prof. James Hall, at p. 1G2 of the 

Twenty-eighth Annual Kei)ort of the 
New York State Museum of Natural 
History of New York, states that the 
BL Barrandi seems to be very closelj*’ 
related if not identical with his Cado- 
spira disparialis ; and in the same year 
Mr. Barrande, in the 5th volume of his 
magnificent and monumental work on 
the Silurian Fossils of Bohemia, de- 
scribes T. Barrandi as a species of 
Athyris, but in his figure represents 
it with the spiral coils of an Atrypa, 

It has however been left to Mr. Glass to entirely investigate and 
determine the interior characters of this species, so abundant and 
chaiacteristic of the Wenlock Shales of Shropshire, The shell in 
size does not exceed some four lines in length, and the same in 
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breadth, by three in depth, with nearly a flat or even slightly concave 
dorsal valve. Still, notwithstanding its small dimensions, after 
endless trouble Mr. Glass has succeeded in exposing in four specimens, 
and in the most complete manner possible, its spirals and their 
connecting process. These in the main agree pretty closely, 
although differing slightly in detail, with those of Atrypa marginalia^ 
and Mr. Glass’s specimens show that soon after the principal stems 
of tho spirals leave their attachment to the hinge-plate, they give off 
a V-shaped lamella, by which they become connected, as in Atrypa, 
Fig. 11. Fig. 12. 



Atrypa Barrandi^ Dav., developed by Rev, N. Gla.ss. 

The principal coils however are not quite level, as in Atrypa, The 
two inner sides of these coils being slightly higher than the two 
outer sides, and turned towards the margin of the shell. The ends 
of the spires curl over to meet each other, but the amount of con- 
vexity on the side facing the bottom of the dorsal valve is very 
slight, because there are but four or five convolutions, and this 
slightness of convexity is necessitated by the very small depth of 
the valve. I therefore believe that the spiral arrangement in 
A, Bavrandi is only a modification of that of Atrypa reticularis and 
A, marginalia, and with which genus A. Barrandi should be classed. 

Genus Glassia, genus nov. 

Tj’jje GJassia {Atrypa) obovata, Sow., Sil. Syst., pi. viii. fig. 9, 1839. 

Shell marginally circular, transversely or longitudinally oval, 
rounded or slightly indented in front. In the interior of the dorsal 
valve there are spiral coils for the support of the labial or brachial 
appendages. The principal laraellce forming the first coils are at a 
short distance from the attachment of the hinge-plate connected 
together by a riband-shaped lamella or loop (as in Atrypa), This 
lamella, commencing on either side from the principal coils, converges 
downwards in the shape of the letter V (Fig. 14 ), and its two ex- 
tremities are sometimes slightly turned upwards before uniting. 
The principal coils directly fiice the lateral margins. The ends of the 
spirals meet each other in the centre of the shell, and their close 
apposition sometimes serves to depress and thicken the end of the 
spirals and to conceal the final coil on either side. The spirals, which 
consist of from four to five coils, are compressed, and their com- 
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pressed and oval shape, together with the distance which always 
occurs between the base of the spirals and the lateral margins, 
Fig. 13. I’lO- 14. 



Glassia obovata^ Davidson; developed by Kev. X. Glass, 
allows the necessary room for the first convolutions. Tlie dorsal 
side of the spirals is flattened, whilst the ventral side is somewhat 
ventricose. The spirals are closer anteriorly, but broader on the 
posterior side, and the principal coils on the posterior side of the 
spirals are slightly notched or indented, the notch or indentation 
being in the direction of the end of the spiral. The posterior space 
between the spirals is not as wide as the anterior space. 

The discovery of this new genus, as well as of all its interior 
characters, is entirely due to the indefatigable exertions and j^erse- 
vering research of the Kev. Norman Glass, who, after many trials 
and endless trouble and patience, was enabled gradually to develop 
the spiral coils, their mode of attachment to the hinge-plate and their 
connecting process in the clearest and most unmistakable manner. 
I have therefore much pleasure in naming this genus after its 
discoverer. 

The shells belonging to the genus Glassia are small, and both 
Glassia ohovaia and Glassia elongata, another species discovered by 
Mr. Glass, are common to the “ Buildwas beds (Lower Wenlock 

Shales), but do not occur in any great 
Fig. 16. number. 

The genus Glassia unquestionably 
belongs to the family Atrypidee, al- 
though it differs materially from both 
Atrypa and Zygospira. 

Of Zygospira, Hall, we have not 
hitherto discovered any specimens in 
our English Silurian rocks. Brof. 
Hall states that its spires are nearly 
the same as in Atrypa, but differing 
in the presence of a strong loop or 
band which does not correspond in 
shape, position or character with the 
Zygospira modesta, after Hall. loop in Atrypa, 
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In Glassia the spirals are connected as in Atrypa, but it materiall}'^ 
differs from this genus in the direction of its spirals. 

For more ample details readers are referred to my forthcoming 
Silurian Monograph. 

[To be continued !) 

II.^On Evidence op two Ornithosaurtans referable to the 
Genus ORNiTHocnEiuus , from the Upper Greensand of Cam- 
bridge, preserved in the Collection of W. Keed, Esq., F.G.S. 

By Professor H. G- Seeley, F.ll.S., F.G.S. , ete. 

(PLATE I.) 

T he fragments of jaws of Ornithosanrs from the Cambridge 
Greensand show a greater variety in size, form, and proportion 
than those from any other formation. The largest species were 
apparently the most singular in the shape of the snout, but after 
five-and-twenty years of collecting we still seem destined to know 
them only from fragments which, though extraordinary and sugges- 
tive, are tantalizing from their imperfect condition. It is impossible 
to tell whether tlie head was short or long, or what proportion it 
bore to the body, in the case of these isolated specimens, but some 
of them, like the jaw-fragment which I am about to describe, show 
a power of tooth and massiveness of bone which could only have 
pertained to one of the most destructive and probably one of the 
largest of these animals. 

This specimen, the anterior extremity of a jaw, was submitted to 
me fourteen or fifteen years ago, by the courtesy of W. Reed, Esq., 
F.G.S., of York, and I then made the note on Ornithocheinis Ileedii 
as well as the description of Ormthocheirus xuphorhynchas, a jaw of a 
slender and altogether different type, which were included in 1870 
in my book on the Ornithosauria. The specimens have again been 
entrusted to me, for fuller description, but they still remain unique 
examples of the species of which they are types. Unfortunately, 
only the smallest portion of the palate is preserved in Oniiiho- 
cheiriis Itcedii, as though the specimen had lain snout downward 
in the mud, and all the bone posterior to it had decayed. This 
fragment of the palate is not more than a millimetre and a half 
long in the median line where it is shortest, but it shows distinctly 
a deep narrow median groove, hardly more than a millimetre 
wide, which expands anteriorly and divides into tw^o branches in 
a V shape. This condition of a median groove in the jaw-bone 
has hitherto been considered, and I believe correctlj^ to be distinc- 
tive of the lower jaw, and I therefore propose, notwithstanding 
the arrangement of teeth, which led me originally to regard it 
as a pre-maxillary bone, now to interpret it as the anterior portion 
of a dentary bone. I am led to this view also by the external form, 
which indicates a rapid compression of the sides towards the lower 
jiart of the jaw, and also by a remarkable oblique truncation of the 
under side of the mandible, which is somewhat paralleled in the 
Ornithoclieirus maclicerorhynchus (Ornithosauria, pi. xii. fig. 1). The 
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palate, though badly preserved, was convex on each side of the 
median groove, and between the first pair of palatal teeth the width 
was twenty-two millimetres. The palatal ridges become depressed 
a little as they approach its anterior termination, and there apj)ear 
to be a pair of small pits in front of them, external to the V-shaped 
termination of the palatal groove. The teeth wliich formed the 
anterior corners of the jaw [Fig. Sb {q)'] are only indicated by the 
bases of the crowns, which were circular. Each is fifteen milli- 
metres in diameter, or about equal to a medium-sized tooth of an 
Ichthyosaurus, and perhaps as large as an^^ Plesiosaurian tooth. 
Each tooth is contained in a socket, which approaches within about 
a millimetre of a lateral wall of the jaw, and within about two 
or three millimetres of its anterior termination. Ihe bone behind 
the tooth-socket rounds convexly from the lateral palatal inflation 
into the external side of the jaw, without any limiting ridge or 
angle. This pair of teeth was directed somewliat forward as . 
well as upward and outward, and it may be presumed that the 
outward angle was determined by the inferior convergence of the 
lateral walls of the jaw. Behind this pair of teeth, and separated 
from them by an interspace of five or six millimetres, was another 
pair, of which only an indication of the anterior wall of the sockets 
remain. ^ I hcse show that the second pair of teeth were separated 
by a wider breadth of the palate. The sockets are not directed 
upward at quite the same angle, and that on the right side shows 
the fang to have been imbedded in the jaw for a depth of about 
thirty-five millimetres. The bony surface at its posterior fracture 
is black, rough, and corroded, as though by exposure on the sea- 
bed, and displays one or two fragments of incrusting shells. The 
anterior face of the specimen is triangular, formed about a right- 
angle apparently with the palate, and contains in its upper part the 
broken stumps of two pre-palatal teeth. This anterior region 
is about thirty-five millimetres deep, and at its widest ])art at 
the outer corners of the palatal tooth-stumps is fully thirtj'’- 
five millimetres wide, l^he sides, which converge inferiorly, are 
about thirty millimetres long, and round into each other in an 
ill-defined way ; the upper part especially of the lateral wall of the 
jaw rounds convexly towards the tooth-stumps in its upper part 
already alluded to, but it is margined by a slight ridge. The superior 
outline is three-sided, and consists of a middle horizontal portion, 
with lateral parts sloping outward and downward in front of the 
palatal teeth. The tooth-stumps on this anterior face [Fig. 3a (p)] 
are three or four millimetres below the anterior border of the palate, 
and are separated from each other by an interspace of less than half 
a centimetre. The bone of this interspace in its upper part is 
smooth and marked by a relatively wide and moderately deep groove, 
which dies away towards the palatal margin. The tooth sockets 
are ovate, probably from the direction of the section of the tooth, 
one and a half centimetre deep, and over a centimetre wide. They 
were probably circular, since they are seen to have been directed 
forward at a greater angle than the palatal teeth. The anterior space 
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below these tooth sockets has the surface less well preserved than 
the upper part, but it was marked by a median inflation below the 
teeth, and concavities on each side, which converge to a median 
concavity that becomes continued on the under side of the jaw. 
I'he median oblong boss between the teeth appears to have been 
rougliened with two longitudinal grooves, and the whole of this 
inferior region gives indications of rugosities, as though fleshy lips 
might have extended forward below tlie teeth, and there are no in- 
dications of blood-vessels perforating the bone, such as might have 
been anticipated if it had been sheathed in horn. The basal oblique 
truncation which forms a prolongation of this anterior region down- 
ward and backward is concave in length, a feature seen in no other 
Greensand Ornithosaur. It is about three and a half centimetres 
long, and has a shallow median groove about seven millimetres 
wide, which appears to become shallower as it extends backward. 
It is margined by convex ridges, which at first round obliquel}^ into 
the sides of the jaw, but make a smaller angle with it as the jaw 
becomes more compressed from side to side in its backward exten- 
sion. The fragment which is preserved of the lateral surfaces of the 
jaw shows smooth bony tissue, is concave from above downward, and 
nearly flat from before backward, and. as already remarked, rounds 
into the adjacent bony surfaces. These lateral areas are sub-rhomboid, 
are preserved for an antero-posterior extent of hardly more than 
three centimetres, while the depth of jaw indicated by the fragment 
is six and a half centimetres, probably a good deal short of its depth 
when perfect. The extreme posterior widtli of the specimen behind 
the first pair of palatal teeth is four and a half centimetres, and the 
width of the jaw where fractured at the posterior termination of the 
base is one and a half centimetre. 

In 18()0, in my index to the Reptilia, etc., in the Woodwardian 
Museum, I gave a list for the use of students of species which might 
be founded upon the Pterodactyle remains therein enumerated from 
the Ui)per Greensand, and I further grouped these species into two 
genera, which were named though not fully characterized. Pteno- 
dactylns was used for twenty-one species, all more or less allied in 
character to the Pterodacfylns Sedywicki of Owen. The other 
genus, Orn{t1iO(dieirus, included three species, and had for its type the 
Pterodacfylns shnus of Owen, it being mentioned in a note that the 
genus was distinguished by having no teeth anterior to the palate, a 
character wliich inferentially dis^tinguished it from the other new 
genus. A month or two later, in the beginning of 1870, ‘‘The 
Ornithosauria ” was published, and in that book I temporarily 
abandoned the division of the species into separate genera, not 
because they seemed to be incapable of definition, but because the 
species appeared to be capable of division into more than two genera, 
and 1 thought it inexpedient to characterize them until the whole of 
the evidence could be fully put forward, and supported by means of 
figures. The name Ptenodactylus was therefore abandoned and the 
whole of the species described were tein])orarily referred to Orniiho- 
cheirus. This genus was defined (p. 112) as having teeth prolonged 
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anterior to the muzzle, and as having a i>alate with a longitudinal 
ridge. After giving briefly the characters of snouts or mandibles of 
twenty-four species in that memoir, it was remarked (p. 127), “The 
species which follow were separated in the Index (to the Ornitho- 
sauiia, etc.) as a diffei-ent genus. That proposal might still be 
sustained, for these massive truncated jaws are unlike the spear- 
shaped jaws of many of the species, and to the minds of some 
readers the forms already described will arrange themselves in 
groups which not improbably indicate genera ; but a re-examination 
of the type Pterodactylus simiiSy Owen, has convinced me that it is a 
lower jaw, and therefore it affoi*ds no evidence of the presence or 
absence of the peculiar front pre-maxillary teeth whicli characterizo 
nearly all the Cretaceous species.” Since that date circumstances 
have delayed my intended description of these fossils in detail ; but 
in 1874, Prof. Owen, in a Monograph on the Pterosauria, published 
by the Palseontographical Society, aftei referring to the tapering 
snouts which fonned Von Meyer’s group of Pterodactyles named 
SuhttUrostreSy observed that the series might be traced to other forms 
in which the snout became so shortened as to be truncated ; and such 
forms he suggested might be named Trxmeirostres. He then (p. 6) 
goes on to observe that the species of this family wliich have the 
foremost pair of teeth projecting forward in the upper jaw from the 
truncate surface at a higher level than the alveolar border form the 
genus Coloborhynvlms. That there may be no mistake about the 
nature and limits of this genus, the species ColohorhyncJivs Sedgwiclci 
and C. Cuvieri are quoted as examj)les. 1 am unable to detect any differ- 
ence between Prof. Owen’s definition of that genus and my previous 
definition in 1870 of OrnithocJieirus ; while Prof. Owen, by quoting 
the types which I had ])laced at the beginning of ray enumeration of 
the species of OrnithocheiruSy conclusively shows that he intends his 
name as a synonym. As it is not usual for any author knowiiigl 3 ’' 
to burden nomenclature with synonyms without justification, Prof. 
Owen added a note stating that he “has no evidence, and Mr. Seele}'^ 
has given none, of such departure from the Pterosaurian t}q)e of 
hand as would justify the term Ornithoclieirxis proposed by Mr. 
Seeley in 1870, in his Ornithosauria (p. 112), or the term Ptenodac- 
tylus previously proposed by Mr. Seeley for the same Pterodactyle in 
the Index to the Fossils, etc., in the Woodwardian Museum.” I 
certainly was under the impression that the genus had been 
sufficiently explained in the characters set forth in the descriptions 
of the skeleton between pages 28 and 94 and between pages 112 
and 128 of the “ Onithosauria.” But Prof. Owen implies in 
this note that the Pterosaurian type of hand is a fixed quantity 
already known to him, and as I had already in previous 
writings expressed my dissent from the interpretation which 
Prof. Owen had given of the Omithosaurian carpus, I may 
perhaps fairly claim that Prof. Owen is not altogether an un- 
prejudiced judge as to what the Pterosaurian type of hand really 
is. It seemed to me that the carpus, as I have stated in the Orni- 
thosauria (p. 48), consists in Ornithocheirus of “ three bones 
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arranged as a proximal carpal, a distal carpal, and a lateral carpal. 
Two of them are figured by Prof. Owen, who regarded the distal 
carpal as scapho-cuneiform ; while a very imperfect example of the 
proximal carpal is named the unciform : neither of these determi- 
nations, the reverse of those that follow, were given as more than 
probable guesses.” In ‘‘Kemarks on Prof. Owen’s Monograph on 
Dimorphodon,” published in the “ Annals of Nat. Hist.,” for Aug., 
1870, I gave a figure of the carpus and adjacent bones in the 
genus Ornitlwcheirus, side by side with the corresponding bones of 
the ostrich, such as I had been accustomed to exhibit in my lectures 
at Cambridge. Prof. Owen has never called in question either that 
nomenclature of the carpus, the restoration of it, or the reasons 
given for so reconstructing it; and I venture to repeat that the 
carpus is a portion of the hand which is, in this type, so eminently 
bird-like in the form and arrangement of its elements as amply to 
sustain the name which I gave the genus, if indeed it needed any 
such justification. I am therefore at a loss to understand the 
imputation that I have adduced no evidence winch would justify the 
term Ornithocheirus. Since that date, in the Journal of the Linnean 
Society for December, 1876 (pp. 98 to 103), I have discussed anew 
the characters of the hand in Ornithocheirus, showing that this genus 
l)ossessed three well-developed metacarpal bones, of which two 
were large, like the metacarpals of birds, and I am quite content, if 
a name can be called in question on such grounds, to leave its 
defence to the evidence there set forth. The Ornithosaurs, however, 
all have the ornithic type of hand, and make no a^^proximation to the 
structure of hand seen in either reptiles or mammals. But if we are 
to begin calling in question the fitness of generic names, and proceed 
to cancel them whenever any new interpretation is supposed to make 
them more or less inappropriate, nomenclature will be in a constant 
state of flux whenever names aspire to convey interpretations of 
characters. Thus we have Ceteosauriis ; there is nothing whale-like 
in this Saurian, it was not even an inhabitant of the water, but the 
name sufficiently served the purpose of indicating a type of structure 
which has since become better known. Similarly Hijlmosaurus, if 
it means anything at all, signifies a wood Saurian ; and it may be 
doubted whether evidence has been adduced which would justify 
such a name. I am not concerned to defend the name Ptenodactylus, 
because it has been abandoned in my later work ; but I imagine the 
name might be used to indicate a “ winged Saurian,” without any 
undue stretching of meaning ; and I therefore urge, that until 
some weighty reasons for discarding the generic names which I gave 
to the Greensand Ornithosaurs are adduced, there will be no need 
for any one to remember that the genus Coloborhynchus was ever 
instituted. I have found it necessary to make this explanation 
because almost the only fossil which closely resembles the s|>ecies 
which I have here described is a species from the Hastings Sand, 
which Prof. Owen has described under the name Coloborhynchus 
clavirostris. From the figure it is impossible to tell whether it be a 
pre-maxillary or dentary bone, but from its close resemblance in 
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some respects to this species, I suspect it will prove to be dentary* 
It, however, differs in presenting a nearer approximation to the type 
of OrniihocheiruB airrmsj and it entirely wants the somewhat flattened 
oblique inferior area, which in Otnithocheirua JReedii is concave from 
front to back. The teeth, however, are nearly circular. Ilie species 
now described differs from OrniihocheiruB capita (Ornitbosaurin, 
p. 126), in the circumstance that the teeth in that species are elliptical. 

Oenithochkirus xtphorhynchus (Plate L Fig. 2^ and 2h). 

This species was founded upon a fragment from the middle of a 
lower jaw, which measures 5 J centimetres in length, and must have 
presented an unusually dagger-like form. There is a narrow median 
groove running along the palate. The base of this groove is sharp, 
and its narrow sides diverge upward and outward, and round into the 
palate, so that it appears to be margined by a ridge on each side, 
about a millimetre wide. The palate is formed of two lateral 
portions, which look obliquely upward and outward, and are inclined 
to each other at a right angle. The width of the palate at its 
outer limit is 13 millimetres; the depth of the inclined 
lateral halves of the palate is on each side about eight milliintdres. 
The palatal surface shows on each side four tooth-sockets, better 
preserved on the left side than the right. The sockets are placed 
on the outer part of the palate, at a distance of four millimetres from 
the median groove. The interspace between the first two sockets is 
eight millimetres, and between those which follow a trifle more. The 
sockets are ovate, and placed obliquely so that the anterior margin of 
the tooth inclines towards the inner part of the palate, and its hinder 
margin towards the outer limit of the palate, where the bone is 
elevated a little as usual.^ The interspaces are slightly concave from 
front to back, and the inner and liinder border of the tooth-socket is 
more elevated than its anterior border. From this description it will 
be seen that the inner part of the palate rises as a double ridge 
between the teeth, and in length this ridge is very slightly concave. 
The sides of the jaw below the teetJi round continuously into the 
inter-alveolar spaces, but they converge interiorly into a blunt keel. 
The side below the alveolus is twelve millimetres deep in front, and 
increases a little in dejDth behind. It is gently convex and appears 
to be impressed in the lower part by the longitudinal groove wJiich 
is parallel to the base. It is about half a centimetre from the base 
on the right side, and a little higher and less distinctly marked on 
the left side, especially in front. But for the convexity of the surfaces 
above and below, I should have regarded it as the result of fracture. 
Opposite the third pair of tooth-sockets are two holes with impressed 
borders apparently due to teeth of a flattened character, such as 
those of a Pycnodont fish. The larger of these impressions is seven 
millimetres long. The outer layer of bone is a good deal scaled off 

' The tooth-sockets are not uniformly of the same size. Tlie earliest of the four 
is the smallest, and the fourth is smaller than the third. The second socket is 
7 millimetres in length and 4 millimetres in width. The teeth appear to have been 
directed as usual upward, inward and a little forward. 
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from the sides of the specimen. This species nearly resembles the 
Ornithocheirus Sedgwicki of Owen, but differs in the less depth of 
the jaw, the greater height of the inter-alveolar palatal ridge, the 
much narrower palatal groove, and the greater distance between the 
tooth-sockets. It resembles that species in having the tooth-sockets 
in pairs opposite to each other, in the ovate form of the sockets, and 
in the compressed aspect of the jaw, though the inferior keel in this 
species is much more rounded. In the Pterodactylus Cuvieri, the 
lower jaw of which has not been figured, except in an anterior 
fragment (plate xii. fig. 5, Ornithosauria), the jaw entirely wants the 
slender dagger-like shape. 

One of the most distinctive bones of the skeleton of Ornithocheirus 
is the scapula. In many other Omithosaurs, such as Dimorphodoyi, 
the bone has a very avian aspect, but in this genus its form, 
though thoroughly distinctive, perhaps rather suggests the Crocodile, 
and as Mr. Keed’s collection contains one of the most perfect 
specimens of this bone which I have seen from the Cambridge 
Greensand (Plate T. Figs, la, 15), I by his kindness append a short 
note upon its characters. 

The extreme length of the specimen from proximal to distal end 
is about nine centimetres. It is best preserved on the internal side, 
wliich is concave in length. The proximal end is expanded, and 
shows a small portion of the articular surface, but the bone 
there is a good deal decomposed, and all trace of its union 
with the coracoid, probably sutural, is obliterated. The bone 
also expands a little at the distal end, and the middle of the 
shaft, which is compressed and constricted, somewhat thickens 
distally. The bone terminates distall}' in a broad ovate flattened 
surface, which is smooth and modei'ately convex in length. The out- 
line is rounded on the coracoid side, and compressed on the posterior 
margin. The extreme width of this end is about two and a half 
centimetres, and where thickest is about one and a half centimetre 
through. This surface is at right angles with the concave side of 
the shaft. In its most constricted middle portion the width of the 
shaft is about fifteen millimetres, and its thickness from the com- 
paratively flattened under side to the more convex outer side is about 
twelve millimetres. The proximal end of the bone terminates in a 
large rhomboid mass, which is somewhat cup-shaped on the inner 
side. Its extreme width is about four centimetres. It is broken on 
both sides of the median articular surface, which is a little concave 
in length, and measures one and a lialf centimetre. Its transverse 
measurement is about seven millimetres, and in this direction is 
convex. The fracture on the outer side is probabl}’^ small, since more 
perfect specimens show the bone here to terminate in a rounded and 
compressed tuberosity not greatly different in outline from that 
indicated by the fossil. The long fracture on the side towards the 
coracoid, which measures about two centimetres in length, may have 
removed a small portion of the bone. The lateral outline of the 
shaft posterior to this fracture on the coracoid side is deeply concave 
proximally and nearly straight towards the distal end. The corre- 
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spending posterior outline is more evenly concave. The posterior 
side is compressed into a nearly straight ridge, which runs along the 
concave margin of the bone. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATE I. 

Fig. Iri. — Internal surface of scapula of Ornithocheivna ; the figure is placed at the 
proximal end, towards the coracoid margin. 

,, 1^. — Superior margin of the same specimen. 

,, 2a. — Lateral aspect of lower jaw of Ormthochcirun a'i/phorhi/nchus. 

,, 2h . — Palatal aspect of same specimen, showing tooth -sockets. 

,, 3a. — Anterior termination of snout of Omilhochcinis lievd'ii^ soon from the 

front. 

,, Zh . — Lateral asjject of same specimen, showing (p) (C^) fragments of teeth. 

All figures of the natural siz(‘. 

III. — Oblique and OuTnoGONAL Sections of a Folded Plane. 
By the Lev. 0. Fishkh, M.A., F.G.S. 

I N the tenth volume of this Magazine, a corres])on donee appeared 
upon the subject of “True and Apparent Dip,” wliich was 
started by Mr. Penning, and continued by several able geologists. 
The object of the present article is to call atteniion to another 
branch of the same subject. We are all acquainted with “ Sopwith’s 
Models,” in which are experimentally shown tlio outcrops, or 
“traces,” of plane strata upon variously^ curved surfaces. We nmv 
are about to refer to the outoro]! of curved strata upon a plane 
surface. I was led to examine this question from the following 
circumstances. 

Professor Prestwich, a few weeks ago, was so kind as to show me 
a very tyincal instance of the superfioial deposit whicli I call “ trail,” 
in a railway cutting now in progress of construction near Chevening, 
in Kent. The cutting is in Gault, and the trail ai^pears as coarse 
subangular flint gravel, unstratified, impacted in a brownish-red 
matrix of sandy clay, which is very similar in composition to the 
“ clay with flints,” which generally covers at a far higher level the 
upper parts of the North Downs. This trail, as seen in the E. and 
W. railway section, showed pockets sometimes four or five feet 
deep, and having a general obli(|ue trend all in one direction. 
The natural conclusion, on a cursory examination, was that some 
superficial horizontal pressure acting from W. towards E. had 
given them this uniformity of trend. 13ut ujion viewing the sections 
on the south bank from the north, it appeared tliat the trend 
was exactly opposite to that of the sections on the north bank 
when viewed from the south. ITiis fact, at first sight, seemed 
anomalous. But after a little consideration Professor Prestwich 
suggested to me the true explanation. The oblique trend is not 
necessarily real, but apparent only ; and is caused by the obliquity 
between the direction of the furrow of trail and of the inclined 
plane which cuts it. 

We had a model made in wood, and found that a furrow, whose 
orthogonal section was semicircular, gave an obliquely placed loop 
upon the face of the cutting plane. Of course this might have been 
foreseen ; because it is well known that the oblique section of a 
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horizontal round cylinder by a plane, gives rise to an ellij^se, the 
position of whose major axis can be in a vertical plane only in one 
particular relative position of the two. 

Let ns speak no longer of trail furrows, but generally of the 
section of any horizontal cylindrical surface, or part of such surface, 
or of a folded stratum, such that its section by any horizontal plane 
would give a system of parallel straight lines ; for it is obvious that 
our conclusions are unaffected by the scale on which the phenomena 
occur. It appears then that no apparent obliquity of trend can be 
given by a vertical seel ion, e.g. by a vertical cliff*, and that if any 
such obliquity appears in the trend of the trace, it must in that case 
exist in the folding of the strata themselves. But if the section be 
made by a plane inclined to the vertical like the side of a railway 
cutting, then, although there may be great obliquity of trend in the 
trace of the foldings, there need not necessarily be any in the foldings 
themselves. 

Note. — The following is a geometrical solution of the problem : 
IIoio to delineate upon a cutting plane the trace of a cylindrical ^ or any 
other surface, which can he formed out of a folded plane. 

Fig. 1. 



Let B^ABb be a horizontal straight line (which, for simplicity, 
we may consider to be the axis of a prism) parallel to the curved 
surface, whose trace we wish to delineate upon a given plane which 
cuts it. 

Let A C he B, horizontal straight line, drawn upon the cutting 
plane. 

Let the angle BA C:=:a, and let the cutting plane be inclined at 
an angle JS to the horizon. 

Draw the line A E normal to the plane, and let it make with A B 
the acute angle E A B ■=. d. Then the angle between the cutting 
plane and the axis of the prism will be the complement of 0, 

Describe a spherical surface about A, and let this cut the vertical 
plane in EDO, the cutting plane in G F, the horizontal plane in 
BBC, and the plane, in which lie the normal to the cutting plane 
and the axis of the cylinder, in E B F, 
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Then we have by spherical trigonometry, in the triangle E D B 
which is right-angled at 7>, 

cos E ^=:cos B 1) cos E jD, 

or sin ^=Bin a sin (1) 

Also the position of the plane of 0 with reference to the horizontal 
line A C' is the angle C A F—dO° — G F. 

Let C A F=4>. 

Tlien we have in the triangle EBB, right-angled at -Z), 
sin D E=iiim D B cot DEB. 

And in the triangle E G F, right-angled at G, 

sin E G=tan G F cot D E B. 

But E G=dO° and sin E G=1 

/. eliminating DEB 

tan 0=cos /3 tan a (2) 

The direction in which the dimension of the trace will be the same 
as that of the original surface will be at right angles to the plane 
E AB, and therefore to the line A F. 

The direction upon the orthogonal section of the cylinder which 
will be most distorted in the trace will be that in which the plane 
E B F cuts it. Hence it will make the angle C B F or EBB with 
the horizon. Call it yfr. 

From the right-angled triangle EBB. 

sin B B=:tim E B cot EBB 
or cos a=cot /3 cot yjr 

cot '\/r=cos a tan j3 (3) 

(Hence cot tan <^=:sin a sin /3 
rrsin 0.) 

Equation (2) shows how the obliquity of the trace is inverted 
when the cutting plane is inclined in the opposite direction to the 
horizon, as upon opposite sides of a railway cutting ; for in that case 
we must substitute 180° — /3 for and then, 
tan </>'= — cos tan a, 
whence <^'=180° — <f>. 

If the axis of the prism should not be horizontal, but lie in a plane 
inclined at an angle y to the horizon, it is obvious that our demon- 
stration will be rendered applicable to this case also by writing 
/3 — 7 for j3- The angle a will not however lie in a horizontal plane. 

Fig. 2. 


A /] H 



Knowing the strike of a surface, our equations, 
cot ^/r=co8 a tan /S, 
tan 9=008 tan a, 
and sin 0=8in a sin 

enable us to delineate its trace on any plane. 
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For let Q be an orthogonal section of the surface whose trace 
is required. Draw B S inclined at an angle to P Q. Then B S 
will be the direction in which the distortion in the trace will be 
greatest. 

To delineate the trace, draw a horizontal line A C, and make 
A C~F Q cosec a. 

Draw H F making the angle <}> with A C. It is the direction of 
greatest distortion. 

Divide P Q and A C into the same number of equal parts, and 
draw ordinates parallel to BS and Pf F respectively. Then, if the 
ordinates on ^ 0 be made to bear to those on P Q the ratio of cosec 0 
to unity, their ends, when joined by a curve drawn lihera manUj will 
give the trace desired. 

In the example (Fig. 2), it is supposed that the strike of the 
cylinder, or folded surface, is N.E. by N. and S.W. by S. ; and that 
the direction of the cutting plane is E. and W., and that it is inclined 
at an angle 60^ to the horizon. 

In this case ^=33° 45', 
and ^=60°. 

Our equations then give, 

^|r=34^ 46', 

^=18° 28', 

0 45', 

and the trace of the left-hand figure is suflSiciently correctly de- 
lineated by that on the right. 

For a railway cutting, 60° would be a very high angle. In the 
case which we examined in Kent it was about 30°. This smaller 
angle would impart a much greater obliquity to the trace. 

lY. — On the Kelation of the Escharoid Forms of Oolitic 

PoLYZOA TO THE CllEILOSTOMATA AND C YCLOSTOMATA. 

By Francis D. Longe, F.G.S. 

(PLATE II.) 

T he Oolitic Polyzoa have been very little studied in this country. 

They are badly represented in our museums, and no systematic 
account of them has been given by any English writer. Their 
remains, however, are both abundant and often well-preserved in 
the Pea-grit beds of the Inferior Oolite near Cheltenham, and in the 
Forest-marble beds near Bath. Some Inferior Oolite beds near 
Metz, and the Forest-marble beds near Caen in Normandy, are still 
more prolific, and the produce of these several beds has furnished a 
very full illustration of the more prevalent forms of this class which 
lived in the Oolitic seas. 

In comparing these forms with those of the living representatives 
of the class, we observe that while the Oolitic group contains several 
obsolete forms, two, at least, viz. the creeping Diastopora and 
Alecto (Stomaiopora) j have survived to the present time, retaining 
their identity in a very remarkable manner, both in respect of cell 
features and habit of growth. Of these two forms, we are only 
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concerned at present with the creeping Diastopora, This form 
occupies a very different position among the living Polyzoa from that 
which it occupied in the Oolitic period. In the Oolitic beds it is 
very abundant, and represented by a considerable number of 
varieties ; while the creeping forms are so manifestly connected by a 
similarity in the character and variations of their cell features with 
some of the common Escharoid forms of the period, that Milne- 
Edwards classed both groups together as diiferent species of the 
same genus Diastopora.^ Among living Polyzoa. the creeping 
Diasfopora, although common, appears to be represented by a smaller 
number of specific varieties, while it presents little, if any, recog- 
nizable affinity to the Escharoid forms of the present seas. The 
living Escharoids appear rather to be connected with another group 
of creeping forms, the Lepralidee, Busk,'^ which, although identical in 
habit of growth, and often associated on the same substance t)f 
attachment with Dlastopora, are generally speaking distinguishable 
from that form by a marked difference in their more characteristic 
cell features ; a difference which has been made the basis of distinc- 
tion between the two groups or sub-orders called the Cyclosiomata 
and the Cheilostomata. According to this division, the Diasloporidce 
belong to the Cyclostomata, and the Lepralidce to the Clieilostomata, 
And it follows that, if this principle of classification is to be applied 
to the Oolitic Polyzoa, the Escharoid forms of that period, which 
Milne-Edwards determined to be Diastoporidm, must bo assigned to 
the Cyclostomata ; while the Escharoid forms of the present seas, 
the Escharidce, or, as Hincks designates them, the foliaceous Lepra- 
lidce, etc.,^ are by all systematists classed with the Cheilostomata. 
But it is clear that the Escharoid forms, whether they appear in the 
Oolitic or any subsequent group, have a marked feature in common, 
which, if it does not imply generic affinity, at all events distinguishes 
them from all other calcareous forms, viz. the peculiar mode in 
which the foliaceous larnellse, of which the coenoecia consists, are 
formed by the growing together of two layers of cells, placed back 
to back. 

If then, this principle of classification is sound, the similarity in the 
structure of the coenoecium in the Escharoid forms must be regarded 
only as a coincidence in the development of form in two distinct 
races. And there would be no objection to such a view, if the 
Escharoid forms, as exhibited in these different periods, presented a 
difference in cell feature corresponding to the different characteristics 
of the two orders. It is perfectly clear, however, that some of the 
Oolitic Escharoids themselves possess the characteristic cell features 
of the Cheilostomata in a marked degree ; and their affinity to the 
Cheilostoraatous Escharidee has been recognized by no less authorities 
than D’Orbigny * and Michelin.'^ Assuming then that this principle 

' I have a specimen of an Oolitic Biastopora which, after incrusting a nodule, has 
just commenced a bilaminate upright growth. See Busk’s I’ossil Polyzoa of the 
Crag, p. 109. See Fossil Polyzoa of the Crag, p. 63. 

^ British Marine Polyzoa, Lepralia foliacea, p. 301. 

* Paleontologie Fran(j*aise~Terraines cretaces. ^ Iconoginphie, Zoophytologique. 
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of classification is sound, the Oolitic EscJiaroids themselves must be 
divided between two different orders. If, on the other hand, their 
study proves generic affinity between the whole group, we must 
look in another direction for an escape from the dilemma. 

The weight of the evidence which these forms present of being 
closely allied, either as different species of the same genus, or as 
mere varieties of the same species, can only be fully appreciated by 
an examination of the forms themselves ; but it is sufficient evidence 
of such affinity that Jules Haime, the only student of these forms 
that I am aware of, who has written a systematic account of them, 
was so convinced of their generic identity that, notwithstanding 
D’Orbigny and Michelin having expressed different views as to many 
of them, he classed them all as Tubilipora,^ a division corresponding 
to the Cyclostomata of later authors ; and he did this in face of the 
objection, that, according to such a view, the Cheilostomata (or, as 
he called them, the Eschitridce)^ which were so abundantly repre- 
sented in the Chalk, must have originated, not by any modification 
of corresponding Oolitic forms, but either by a new creation, or by 
a process of development from some obscure form, which took such a 
rapid and remarkable course as to produce in the very next period 
a number of Escharoid forms so similar in their character and even 
cell feature as to be undistinguishable from the Oolitic Escharoids 
by such observers as D'Orbigny and ]\Iichelin. 

A reference to the points of doubt or dispute raised by these 
authorities, in their attempts to apply this s^’slem of division to these 
Escharoid forms as are represented in the Oolites and the Chalk, will 
show at once the gist of the question raised. D'Orbigny figures 
and describes a Cretaceous form very similar to some of the Oolitic 
species, first as an Escharay in his order Cellulines; and afterwards 
as an Elea, in his order Centrifugines. He did not, however, make 
this change in the classification of this form until he had introduced 
into his system a sub-order which he called the Centrifugines 
Operculines, i,e. forms which combined the tubular cell of the Cyclo^ 
stomata with the operculum of the Cheilostomata, To this sub-order 
he assigns two families. 1. The Eleidce, embrficing several of the 
ambiguous Escharoid forms common to the Oolites and the Cdialk — 
and a dendroid form, Melicertifes, also common to these two groups. 
2. The Myriozoumidae, in which he placed the genus Mynozonm — a 
living genus the ambiguous character of which is recognized by recent 
authorities.* In his account of the Oolitic Polyzoa, Jules Haime, in 
dealing with one of the forms classed by D’Orbigny as an Elea, refers 
to D Orbigny’s view as to its possessing opercula, but rejects it at 
once as a mere error of observation, suggesting that what D'Orbigny 
took for opercula was merely a disfigurement of the cells in a badly- 
preserved specimen. As, however, the lids or closures which 
D’Orbigny determined to be opercula are very evident in the best- 

' Memoirs de la Socicte geologique do France, 1854, Description des Bryozaires 
fossiles de la formation Jurassique. 

* See A. W. Waters, Brvozoa of the Bay of Naples, Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist, 
vol. iii. 1879; also Joum. It. Microscop. Soc. vol. ii. xxiv. 
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preserved forms, Haime’s explanation is valueless. Nor can it be 
supposed that such an observer as D’Orbij^ny would have gone the 
length of establishing a distinct group, embracing several foliaceous 
and dendroid forms, common to the Oolites and the Chalk, if he had 
not strong evidence of the presence of opercula in the cells as well as 
of their tubular forms. The ditference of opinion among these 
authorities as to the character of many of these forms is undoubtedly 
to be attributed to the important fact that most of them exhibit a 
very different character of cell feature in different parts, even of the 
same lamella. The Escbai'oid forms of the Oolites may be divided 
three groups. In one group, the coll structure is very irregular, 
some of the cells are imniei'sed, with tlieir orifices immediately on 
the surface of the lamella ; other cells close by are protruding.^ 
In another group the protruding cells disappear, but the immersed 
cells are irregular in length and form, and irregularly arranged.^ It 
is in lamella of this character that I have observed the lids which 
I) Orbigny regarded as opercula in such a state of preservation as to 
show that they possess the same punctured texture as the surround- 
ing coenoecium. Such evidence, if it does not ])rove these lids to be 
opercula, disposes satisfactorily of the suggestion that they are the 
effects of decay, or the mere filling up of the cells by crystallization.^ 
In the third group, the cells are more uniform, and so regularly 
arranged as to produce the quincunxial symmetry and angular areola- 
tion so characteristic of the Cheilostomatous EscJiarida of the Chalk. 
Ihese forms are represented by the Escliara Panvilliana of Michelin,* 
and other varieties. No unprejudiced observer can doubt the Cheilo- 
stomatous character of this form. Jules Haime, however, was 
compelled by his principle of classification to deny it such attributes, 
and accordingly gets over the difficulty by identifying it with another 
mrm, which he called Diastopora lamellosa, a form in which the 
Cheilostomatous character was much less shown. 

If we refer to Hagonow’s account of the Polyzoa of the German 
Cretaceous beds,® we find that while recognizing the existence in these 
deposits of the Escharoid forms which Milne-Edwards had classed as 
Piastoporidce, he does not figure or describe any specimens himself. 

J he only figure of a Diastopora of any kind which he gives is a 
cieeping form of the common type. This figure appears in a plate 
containing Urceolate or Cheilostomatous forms, and he states that he 
had originally classed this Cretaceous Diastopora as an Urceolate, 
^t that he had transferred it to the Tuhilipora, on the authority of 
Milne-Edwards that Diastopora has no operculum. As he took no 
fu^her notice of the Escharoid Diastoporidce, he avoided discussing 
13 Orbigny’s view as to the operculum. The only Escharoid forms 
which he himself describes are entered in his list as Escharidce in his 

P% b Plate II. Also plates to Jules Haime’s memoir, and in Michelin’s and 
U Orbigny s works above cited, illustrating Bidianiopora and Menenteri^ 

-A • ^ ... ^ 2 and 3. 

f rk 1 ^^ si^larly punctured are visible in the non-protrudont cells of other kinds 
ot Oolitic Polyzoa when well preserved. * See Fig. 4. 

® Hie Bryozoen der Maastrichter Kreidehildung. 
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family Urceolata, But it is clear that the only reason of which he 
was aware for separating these ambiguous Escharoid forms from the 
rest of the EscJiaridce was that, according to the authority of Milne- 
Edwards, the Diasfoporida had no opercula, and therefore must have 
belonged to the other family or order. It may be observed that he 
had not ascertained this himself, for he had actually classed Dinstopora 
with the Urceolata, But had Hagenow examined the recent Diasto- 
poridfB for himself, he would have found that while they present a 
corresponding irregularity of cell feature to that of the Escharoid 
forms, which Milne-Ed wards and Jules Haime assigned to the same 
genus, th(‘y exhibit operculoid lids in m,any of the cells, punctured 
in a similar manner to those which D’Orhigny observed in the forms 
which he classed as Eleid^e. Why are not these lids opercula ? I 
submit that there is absolutely’' no reason for disputing their complete 
homology with the oj^ercula of the ChviloHtomata^ except that the 
absence of such an apparatus in the month of the cell has been put 
forward (ajiparently on the authority of early observers) as the 
principal feature by which the Cgclostomata are distinguished from 
the Cheilosfomata. 

How the lids which close some of the cells in Dlastojwridce were 
either not observed or their presence ignored by early systematists 
is easily explained. According to the definition of the Tuhnliportna 
given by Johnston,^ which, with an immaterial modification, has 
been adopted by Busk, the absence of opercula is stated to be an 
essential characteristic. The Cyclostomatous cell is defined in 
Busk’s Synoj)sis of the Primary Divisions of the Polyzoa.* to be 
‘‘ tubular, orifice terminal, of the same diameter as the cell, with- 
out any movable apparatus for its closure.” 

Now it is perfectly true that the more prominent and visible cells 
in the Viastoporidce are of the typical tubular form as above defined, 
and they sufficiently demonstrate the connexion between Diastopora 
and other tubular-celled forms for the purpose of classification. It 
is, however, very clear that nearly every coenoecium, particularly of 
2). patina, Busk, contains other cells of a very different character 
and pattern, so much so, that the observation of a few specimens 
will show that this definition of the cyclostomatous cell only 
applies to some of the cells in this form. It will be observed that 
besides the prominent tubular cells, tliere are some cells decumbent 
and much immersed, which have a fusiform or elongated oval shape, 
and that these cells are closed by lids or shutters of the same form 
and character apparently as the opercula in many of the Lepralidce,^ 
To these cells this definition does not apply any more than to the 
cells of many of the Cheilostomatoua forms. 

Although these closed cells appear to have been unnoticed by 
earlier observers, they have not escaped the observation of later 
students. Professor Busk himself recognizes their existence in 
Diastopora patina ; and Mr. Hincks mentions them as occurring 
in this and other species of living Diasloporidce. Johnston, however, 

1 Johnston’s British Zoophytes, vol. i. p. 262. 

* Preface to the Fossil Polyzoa of the (Jra*;^, p. 9. ® See Fig. 8. 
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althougli he gives a full account of all the forms of which he treats, 
makes no mention of them. It is clear, I think, that they were not 
discovered, or, at all events, taken any notice of, until long after 
the principle of classification in question was established. Their 
discovery would not necessarily interfere with the classification of 
the living Polyzoa, as the living forms classed as Cyclostomata are 
generally sufficiently distinguished by their calcareous constituency, 
and the simple tubular shape of their characteristic cells, from most, 
if not all, of the living families classed as Clieilostomata ; but it 
does directly challenge the soundness of the principle on which this 
division is based. 

This definition of the Cyclostomata can only be reconciled with 
the existence of these operculoid features in the DiastoporidcSj if, 
notwithstanding their apparent homology with the opercula of the 
Cheilostomata, these lids have really some function and raison-iV ctre 
altogether different. But, if we refer to Professor Busk’s and Mr. 
Hincks’s account of the recent Diastoporidce, we shall see that they 
offer no satisfactory reasons whatever for distinguishing these lids 
fron'^ the opercula of the Cheilosiomata. 

In his description of Piastopora patina,^ Professor Busk thus 
refers to the two kinds of cells presented by this form : Central 
cells immersed, and usually closed, marginal ones erect and open.” 
As to the nature of the lids by which the central cells are closed, 
Professor Busk offers no suggestion. 

In his account of the same species, Mr. Hincks thus describes the 
cells : ** Zooecia stout, minutely punctatej, crowded ; in the central 
portion of the colony immersed and closed, disposed in radiating 
lines ; towards the margin usually erect, open ; orifice in the central 
cells sub-elliptical, plain ; in the marginal cells, sub-orbicular.”® As 
to the closed cells, Mr. Ilincks observes; “It is difficult to deter- 
mine what is the precise function of the closed cells which occur in 
such numbers in every colony. Smitt has suggested that they may 
be connected with the production of spermatozoa, and notes that in 
Tnbidipora patina there is sometimes a small tubular opening in the 
cap or operculum analogous to the projecting process in Diastopora 
Sarniensis, It may be objected to this view that the closed cells 
are so numerous as to be out of all proportion to the function assigned 
to them, but it would be difficult to suggest a better interpretation, 
and it will do good service by giving direction to inquiry.”® 

In his account of P. Sarniensis, Mr. Hincks thus describes the 
cells : “ Zooecia stout, generally free and sub-erect for a considerable 
portion of their length ; orifice elliptical, occasionally closed by an 
operculum, from the upper part of which a small tube projects.” * As 
to the operculate cells, he says : “ The precise significance of the 
zooecia (some of which are to be met with in each colony), which are 
operculate and furnished with a small tubular process at the top, is 
unknown. They have been conceived to be subservient to repro- 

^ CatfilogTie of the Cyclostomatous Polyzoa in the British Museum. 

* British Marine Polyzoa, p. 458. 

® Ibid. p. 460. * Ibid. p. 463, 
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diiction, and to be equivalent to ovicells, but I). Sarniensis is provided 
abundantly with ooecia of the usual character, a fact which must throw 
doubt on this interpretation.”^ It is to be observed that in this 
passage Mr. Hincks lias not hesitated to adopt Srnitt’s term “ oper- 
culas ” as applicable to the lids which appear in this species of 
Diasiopora. 

Mr. Hincks’s description of the cells in the common form D. oheJia 
is as follows; “Zoa^cia moderately slender, minutely punctate ; surface 
flattened, usually with only a short portion of the anterior extremity 
free and sub-erect orifice sub-circular.”^ To this he adds in his 
further remarks on the sj^ecies : Jn some cases many of the cells 
are closed at the top, but they are never furnished with the tubular 
process which occurs in D. Sarniensis.'^ With reference to this tubular 
process in the o]>ercula of D. Sarniensis, Mr. Hincks has this impor- 
tant note : “ Husk mentions a minute central perforation as c»ccnrring 
in the calcareous lid with which the cells are furnished in Mesenteri- 
pora,"^ Now it so happens that Mesenteripora, Blainville and Busk, 
is one of the generic names given to some of these very Escharoid 
forms, the character of wliioh we arc discussing. I shall not com- 
plicate my argument by suggesting any theojy as to the “central 
holes,” nor as to the “ tubular processes.” But the apparent con- 
nexion between these features furnishes further evidence of the 
connexion between the “ c<alcareous lids ” of the Oolitic Escharoids 
and tlie “ oj)ercula ” of D. Sarniensis, 

These passages show conclusively that the coenoecia of the Diasto- 
poridee contain cells closed with lids of some kind, while they suggest 
no better ground for distinguishing them from the opercula of the 
Cheilostomata, than Jules Haime did for rejecting D'Orbigny’s view 
as to the oi)ercula of the Eleidce, The only grounds which appear 
to have been suggested are that the cells in which they are seen are 
difierent from the cells occupied by the living zoids ; or that the lids 
themselves show evidence of being fixed, and so not usable as oper- 
cnla. But Mr. Hincks evidently failed to satisfy himself that the 
cells in which thej" appear had any different character or function 
from those in which they do not appear. As to the suggestion that 
they are “ doors ” which did not open, the number of the closed cells 
in many cccnoocia is altogether ojqiosed to the view that they are only 
the fixed coverings of aliortive cells. That these lids should become 
thicker and more calcareous with age, and remain permanently fixed 
after the absorption of the zoid, would be quite consistent with their 
having been movable during its life. 

The shape and position of these lids in the orifices of the shell is 
identical with that of the opercula in some of the recognized Cheilo- 
stomatous forms. It appears from Mr. Waters’ account of the opercula 
of the Lepralidce that the greatest variety exists in this single group 
ill the form and position of the operculum, and as to the mode in 
which it is attached and moved. 'Ihe more perfect arrangement of 
a door or shutter fitted to the outside rim of the orifice by a visible 
hinge and muscle, is by no means universal. In some cases the 
1 Ibid. p. 464. * Ibid. p. 462. 3 p. 400 . 
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operculuin is said to be attached to the cell wall merely by a portion 
of its own inembrane remaining fixed, and in some cases the oper- 
culum is placed in the interior of the cell, “ deep down in the throat.” ' 

It is evident from this account of the diflerent character of the 
opercula in the Lepralidce that the question whether these lids in 
Piantopora are or are not true opercula, cannot be determined merely 
by the non-detection of any visible hinge in the cell wall, or other 
accessory apparatus for moving them. 

While then these authorities fail to furnish any grounds for 
denying an operculated character and function to these features, I 
submit that the consideration of the mode in which they make their 
appearance in the PiastoporidcB affords as good evidence of their 
being opercula, as the conditions in which they appear in many 
Cheilostoinatous forms. 

I may mention here that, though T wish to avoid resting my 
argument on any unsupported observations of my own, 1 am quite 
satisfied from examination of specimens of Alecto gramdaiaj and 
other living species, that lids of the same character as those in 
iJiastopora are to be found in the less exscrt cells of other tubular 
forms. In the specimens which 1 have examined some of the 
cells are distinctly closed with transparent lids, while their previous 
existence in others is shown by their remains giving a jagged 
appearance to the interior edge of the orifice. The cells in which 
they are present are only distinguishable from those in which they 
are not visible, in being shorter or more immersed, and in having 
their orifices exposed nefirer to the siirfaco of the coenaKtium. Such 
observations suggest that their a])pearance in some cells, and their 
absence in others, depends sim])ly upon the extent of the oral 
prolongation of the coll, and would be fully explained if these lids 
were opercula. Such an apparatus would naturally be placed 
immediately above the zoid when retracted, and if placed in such 
a position in the decumbent and shorter cells, it would appear as a lid 
covering the orifice. It might or might not be present in the longer 
tubes ; but if it were present at the same position relative to the zoids’ 
body, it would be so “deep down in the throat” as to be invisible. 
I am indebted to Mr. Waters for the information that in Entalo- 
phora rvgosa, a dendroid form, in which the tubular cells are much 
extended, they have been found to be closed internally by “a disk, 
somewhere about where the tube goes out of the coenoecium.” This 
position agrees fully with that which the lids in Piasfopora occupy 
in the shorter and decumbent cells. It is possible that opercula 
may be present in the shorter cells, and altogether absent in those 
in which the oral extremity is prolonged. Such coverings are 
clearly not so much wanted in long tubular cells as they are in the 
shorter cells, where the proximity of the orifice to the body of the 
zoid when retracted would render the cell a very imperfect covering 
unless it was closed or roofed in. And it would appear to be much 
more reasonable to regard the opercula as features common more or 


* Proceedings of Lit. and Phil. Soc. vol. xviii. 
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less to the whole class, and capable of being developed in som 
form or other by any species, than to regard such a mere append! - 
culate organ as the exclusive property of one primary division of 
the class. 

In a specimen of D. patina which I have before me, the difference 
in the shape of the closed cells and those with open orifices is very 
marked.^ The latter are cylindrical tubes which rise free from the 
coenoecium at right angles to the surface from which they spring ; 
the former are decumbent, having their upper parts only slightly 
elevated above the surface of the coenoecium in which the rest of the 
cell is immersed. The orifices of the protuberant cells are simply 
the round extremities of the tubes ; the orifices of the decumbent 
cells are oval or elliptical. 

The difference in the shape of the orifices in the two kinds of cells 
is evidently due to the difference in the direction of their growth. 
If a conical tube is truncated, at right angles to its axis, the section 
made is round ; if it is truncated in any other angle, the section 
made is more or less elliptical, according to the angle made by the 
plane of truncation with the axis of the tube. This principle would 
seem to afford a sufficient explanation of the difference in the shape 
of the orifices in the erect cells, and of those in the decumbent or 
semi-erect cells, in I), patina, and to be more or less illustrated by 
the variation in the shape of the orifice in many other coenoecia, 
belonging both to Cyclostomatous and Cheilostornatons forms. 

But the difference in the shape of the erect and the decumbent 
cells in I), patina is the recognized distinction between the tubular 
shape of the Cyclostomatous cell and the oval shape of the Cheilo- 
stomatous cell ; and if the appearance of these two types of cell form 
in the same coenoecium is considered in connexion with the evidence 
which the Oolitic Escharoids furnish, first of a similar combination 
of these different cell forms in the same lamellae, and secondly of 
the gradual disappearance of the protuberant cells, and the develop- 
ment of the typical cell features of the Cheilostomata in the same 
group of forms, the problem which puzzled the authorities to whom 
I have referred above in dealing with these forms is solved. The 
decumbent cells in Piastopora may be regarded as ancestral 
Cheilostomatous cells, and Piastopora itself as the parent stock from 
which many, if not all, of the families of the Chalk and subsequent 
periods, grouped as Cheilostomata, have been derived. 

In speaking of the oval shape as typical of the Cheilostomatous 
cell, I am fully borne out by Professor Busk’s description of the two 
types in his introduction to the Crag Polyzoa. It is, however, im- 
portant to observe that Johnston defines the cell of the Celliporina 
(the group which in his system embraces the greater portion of the 
Cheilostomata of later systematists) as being “ oblong or oviform.” 
He evidently introduced the term “ oblong ” to meet the case of the 
Escharidoi. The principal representative of this group among living 
forms is unquestionably Eschara foUacea, and it is clear that the cells 
in this form are rather fusiform and oblong than oval. The cells are 

^ See Figure 8. 
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of a long oval shape when young, and they become oblong in the 
older or lower pails of the lamellae tlirongh the compression of 
coencecic growth ^ llincks describes the cells in this form, which he 
calls Lej)ralia foUacea, as “ ovate-elongate or rhomboid,” and he 
further says : “ The zooecia ai^e liable to some variation in form, and 
are often much elongated and sub-quadrangular.” The similarity of 
cell form in some of the Escharoid I^iastojjorida of the Oolites to 
that of Eschara foliacea is very striking.^ 

Among the various modifications wliich distinguish the so-called 
Cheilostornnta from the Cyclostomata is tlie increased use of organic 
material, of a membranous or horny consistenc3^ in the composition 
and structure of the coenoeciuni. Modification in this direction is 
exhibited in some species by the aviciilaria and vibracula, which 
would appear to be developed from the opercula tliemselves by a 
process of adaptation.^ That the ope^'cnla of the recognized Cheilo- 
stomatous forms should be of a purely membranous or horny con- 
stituency, while the opercula of the more calcareous coenoecia of the 
Cyclostomata should be of a membrano-calc^reous composition, 
capable of being preserved in fossil remains, would be quite in 
accordance with this change of character in the composidon of the 
coenoccium. It would appear that even in some of the Oolitic forms, 
where the shape of the tubular cell was modified so as to present an 
expanded oral extremity, the membrano- calcareous integument de- 
veloped to cover the orifice was not all movable as an operculum, 
but a small oral aperture was formed in the centre,^ while the rest 
of the integument became an integral part of the cell walls. 

If the view here suggested as to the connexion between the 
Cheilostomatous and Cyclostomatous cell features is correct, there 
can be no difficulty in determining the true morphological and 
genealogical position of the Oolitic Eschar aids, Jules Haime was 
right in assigning the whole group to the same genus as Diastopora. 
D’Orbigny was right in asserting the existence of opercula in some 
of these forms. Michelin was right in asserting the affinity of 
some of them to the Cheilostomatous Eschara. filiese ambiguous 
Escharoid forms, as represented in the Oolites, are to be regarded as 
exhibiting complete evidence of the transformation of the simple 
tubular cell of the older forms into the variegated cell forms of the 
Cheilostomata, and of the close affinity between a number of families 
which has since been obscured by divergent development. 

If such views are correct, it will follow that the system of 
classification which is based on the supposed absence of opercula in 
a primary division of the whole class must be abandoned, and the 
classification so modified as to recognize the affinity of several 
families now classed as members of distinct orders. 

The following is submitted merely as a suggestive sketch of the 
genealogical arrangement of certain families which this view would 
authorize : — 

* See Fig. 7. ^ ® Compare Figs. 2, 3, 7. 

® Hincks, British Marine Polyzoa, Introduction, p. Ixvii. * See Fig. 6. 
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Race: DIASTOPORTD^. 

Families or genera represented in the Oolites : 

Creeping : Diaatopora ; 

Foliaceous : Fidiastopora ; Mesenteripora, etc. ; Elea ; Escliara, 
Dendroid: Cricopora ; Melt ce Hite s ; Entalophora, etc. 

Familes or genera represented in the Chalk and subsequent periods : 
Creeping : Diastopora ; Lepralia, etc. ; Celleporay etc. 
Foliaceous : Mesenteripora ; Eschara, etc. 

Dendroid : Eutalophora ; Myrtozomn ; Vincularia, etc. 

EXPLAXATION OF PLATE II. 

Figures 1 to 6 are taken from Oolitic forms. They represent small portions of 

surface, about 2 x Ij mills., magiiifK^d about 20 diameters. 

Fig. 1 belongs to an Escliaroid form having a similar growth to that of the living 
Enrhara folhurfry liamk. Pusk, etc. It dtivelopes large lamella* of an in*egular 
rectangular shape, which anastomosing together at right angk*s form hollow- 
chamb(’red masses of upwards of a foot in dimension. The cell texture is essen- 
tially that of Diantopora. Some of the cells are decumbent, and contined witliiii 
the geiKjral surface of tin; lamelhc. Others have tlu'ir oval extnmiitit's protruding 
and tubular. The orifices of the decumbent cells are gt'ru'rally round with thick 
rims or p«.Tistom(?s. The sjiecimen ligurt^d has rt.^tained too little of the original 
surface to afford much e\idence of ojiercida. 

'' This sp(‘(‘i(?s would ])robably lx* classed by D’Orbigny as a liidiastopora. It is 
very like J). LamoHronxi of Ilaiine. The tvpe is common in the Pea-grit of 
Cleeve Hill. 

Fig. 2 is also an Inferior Oolite form from Ch*eve Hill. I hav(* identified it with 
a specimen in the Cambridge Aluseum, uanuHl by Ilainie J). W right i. The 
specimen figured is in good preservation, retaining its white cal(*ar(*ous surface, and 
showing tlu! characteristic punctation of the lHantojiunihr in the ca*ncr*(*ium. and 
in the lids which appear iu several of the cells. It differs from Fig. 1 in having 
the cells more regularly arranged, and more evenly laid on the lamelhu. The 
orifices an* rimmed like those* of the dcx-umbeiit cells iu Fig. 1. In ]Kirts the cells 
show a slight tendency towards protrusion. The cell margins, formed by the 
coalescence of adjoining tubes, are seldom very prominent ; but they appear very 
distinctly in parts where tin? surface has been abraded, and the similarity of the 
structure and arrangement of the cells to that of the living Ei>vhara folincufy 
]'^ig. 7 is very apparent. I'his form would probably be classed as an Ehu l>y 
D’Orbigny, and as MtarutrrijKtra by Blainville and l>u>k. 

Ficj. 3 is also an Infi-rior Ooliti* form. The cills are all decumbent and much 
dejuessed, margins vt'ry ])rominent in parts. The oritii‘es are sunk or thin rimmed. 
In si'veral of the cells tin y art* clearly sub-terminal, a> in the typical ('heilostomatous 
cell. Ju this specimen the original ]»uncturfd surface is well retaiuwl, both in 
the lids closing tne orifices, and in the surrountling etvna'cium. Thi> form shows a 
furtln*r advaina* towards the Cheilostomatou> type, the tubular shape of the cells 
exhibited in Figs. 1 iind 2 being much less maintained. 

This form is very like 1). Jdt ttt mia of Iluinn*. It would probably 1 h* classed as 
an Elra by D’Orbigny. 

Fig. 4 is from the Forest-marble l»e<is at laio near Caen in Xonnandv. These are 
the same lx*ds as tlmst* of Kanville, from Mhich so many of the best .specimens 
of tin; Oolitit* Polyztui liave been obtaiin*d. 

In this form the modification of tin* tubular cell is carried still further, 
Longitudinal corapre.ssiou, producing a lateral bulge, has traiisfonned the tubular 
into the oval sliapo, while tht* regularity with Avliich the cells an* aixauged, and 
the prominence of their marg-ins, produces the syni metrical areolation wlii(*h is so 
characteristic of the Cheilostomatous Escharolds. 'J’he orifices are round and 
rimmed. "J’he symmetrical character represented in the figure is only confined to 
parts of the cocnoecium. In other parts the shape and arrangement of the cells is 
sufficiently irregular to show its affinity to Diastopora. 


DECADE II.— VOL. VIII.— NO. I. 
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Pig. 5 belonffs to a sroun of dendroid form.'! very abundant in the Oolites. TIic 
specimen from wbieb the figure is fiiken is probably Spiropn-a cmpitosa of 
Ifainie. The boars several other p^neric names, such as Cricopora, 

Intricaria, Enioi.phot a, Iihnmu a, etc. 'i’he shape and charaett'r of the cell varies 
much in the same (?tt?u(ncium or plant. The change from the tubular to the 
Cheilostomatous tj’pc is exhibited in this g“roiip by tlie same gradation of shape as m 
the Escharoids, but the varicjty of shape a.ssumed is dilferent. In many of the 
sjiecimens the punctured surface of the eteua*cium and cell lids is well preserved. 

Fig. 6 is taken from another dendroid form, which exhibits an extreme modifi- 
cation of the tubular cell. Its peculiar character is evidently due to the colls 
growing almost at right angh;s from the centre to the surface of the sttm, and 
expanding as they grow. This mode of gr(»wth produces a vei*)' enlargt;d orifice, 
too large to be coven.'d by an ordinary operculum. It is accordingly coviTod with 
a fixed membrauo- calcareous iutoguineut, in the centi’e of which a small secondary 
orifice is provided. 

This specimen is from the Inferior Oolite beds at Arromanches, in Xomiandy. It 
would apparently be classed as a Lnferocca by D’Orbigny and as Mellcn'lltcs or 
Eschariivs by other authors ; see Ilagenow's Salpinrjia. The cell growth and 
arrangment is much the same as that of Myriozoum. 

Fig. 7 is taken from the common Eschnra foUacea of the present seas. It is 
drawn to the same scale as the previous figures. The part sketched has been 
slightly calcined to reduce it to the same condition as the Oolitic specimens. ^ A 
comparison of this figure with Fig. 2 shows that the divergence of this living 
Cheilostomatous Eschar oid from the Oolitic Eiastoporida is very slight. The 
puuctation or perforation of the ca*n«cium is coarser. The orifices are sunk, and 
the opercula have too little calcareous matter in their composition to retain their 
shape when burnt. The cells are shorter, but their narrow oblong shape is very 
visible when the surface is removed. 

Fig. 8 represents a poi-tion of the coenmeium of a recent J). patina., Busk. 
It shows a .striking difference in the character of the central decumbent cells and 
that of the protuberant cells, which generally rise from the margin of these 
ccenoecia. The punctation of the older opercula in this form is identical with that 
of the Oolitic forms figured above. The orifices in the decumbent cells are all 
elliptical and closed ; those in the protuberant cells are round and open. 


V. — Notice of New Fish Remains from the Blackband Iron- 
stone OF Borough Lee near Edinburgh. 

By Dr. R. H. Traquaie, F.G.S. 

T he Blackband Ironstone, at present extensively wrought at 
Borough Lee, Dryden Vale, about miles to the south-east 
of Edinburgh, is a member of the Middle Division of the Carboni- 
ferous Limestone Series. It abounds in fish remains, most of them 
unfortunately in a fragmentary and scattered condition, nevertheless 
many of these are clearly new to science. Such of these new forms 
as are most distinctly marked I propose to notice in the present 
communication ; the list will, however, doubtless be considerably 
extended by additional patient research, and we may also hope, that 
some further light will be thrown on the fishes, to which some of 
these fragments belonged. 


I have little doubt but that this form is the Eschara Ranrdhana of Micludin. In 
his figure the areolatioii is slightly more angiihir than in the part shown in the 
figure. Jules .Haime has cra.ssed a somewhat similar forni as E. lamellosa. 
Tvn,.Kwrnv’« T^s^rhnrn Eha trianaulaHs is evidently a very similar lorm. 
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The followin^y is a list of the fish remains from tliis ironstone whicii have as yet 
come under my notice. 

Selachii. I Ganoidei. 

Gifraranthus tuherrulatus^ Ag. | Acnriihodos, sp, 

TriAichius arcuatus^ Ag. j ('(tlacant/tua strir/tus, n.sp. 

Ctenoptychius pectiriatus, Ag, lihizoduH IJihhrvti, Ag. sp. 

Cladodus hicH.'ipidatus, n.sp. j A^f'matoptyrhins Grtenockii, Ag. sp. 

Cy nopod ius crenulatus, and sp. j Elonirhfh y-i liohi^oni, Ag. var. 

Tlenracanthus eleyam^, n.sp. i Ehnichth ya, sp. 

J) { plod u.<t par vulu.<!, n.sp. I Gojiatodti.<t marrolrpL<i, Traq. 

Euctenim elegant, n.ft-. and sp. | Gonatodufi, sp. 

Dipnoi. j Ganoprifnodus splendens, n.g. and sp. 

Ctenodus anguHnlus^ n.sp. < 

sp. indot. I 

SiCLACirri. — Cladodus hicuHpiddtns, n.sp. 

Usual len^^th of tooth from ^ to J inch : a frairment shovx s tliat occasionally a 
lar^^er size Was attained, llase narrow, slightly rcnitonn, ;rently convex hthind, and 
slightly notched in front at the base of the princi])al cone. I’riucijial or median 
cusp or cone varyinji much in shaiderness, snnuith, ]>olished, acutely pointed, sharjily 
carinated on both sides from its ori<>^iTi, more or less Ilexed l)ackward>. and sonn tiiiies 
also inclined to one side ; close to its orij^in in front a shallow concavity (»r i:rof)ve 
appears passing into the notch on the anteri(n’ margin of tlu’ base. Sometimes only 
one cusp is present, more usually a single erect laleral denticle i> found, about } to ^ 
the hei<^it of the median cusp, but in no instance is this balanced by one on the 
opposite side. In one case the two cusps are nearly exactly of the same size. 

I have now upwards of thirty of these teeth before me, all of which display the 
same essential characters, tlunigh there is a wide range of variation as regards the 
slenderness, straightness, and relative .size of the two cusps. Two specinums show 
each a cluster of teeth lying amid remains of the calcili(*d cranial cartilagtJ, and in 
one of these specimens, two teeth remain in their original relative position, oue 
behind the other. It most nearly resembles C\ PaltersoNi., of Xe wherry, but may at 
once be distinguished by its two nearly parallel cones, of wliich the large one at least 
is trenchant to its origin. Regarding C. Pattrmou'i, Jh-ofessor Xewberry also states 
that “the teeth are placed in qiuucunx order instead of forming aiitero-posteiior 
rows as in most of our sharks.” 

Cynopodius crenulatusy n.g. and sp. 

Peculiar spoon-shaped bodies varying in length from half to one inch, and pre- 
senting a slender, straight, or slightly curved subcylindrical stalk, expanding at one 
extremity into a flattened, rounded, or obtusely hexagonal spatuliform piece. The 
spatuliform extremity is apparently cowered with a tliin layer of gauoine, wliich in 
one aspect (anterior) extends on to the stalk tor about one -third to one-half its 
length, terminating behind in a point. Laterally and auti riorly the margins of this 
expanded portion are coarsely notched or creuulatcal, and from between the crt-nnln- 
tions little grooves converge inwards over the surface towards the origin of the stalk. 
The stalk itself beyond the ganoid portion, which is very distinctly marked off, is 
rough and was evidently imbedded. The other side (posterior), rarely seen, is flatter, 
the spatuliform extremity is also marked with convergiug grooves, but the ganoid 
character of the surface scarcely extends on to the stalk. The stalk itself shows 
in different ^ecimens considerable variations in its length, .and also in its form, some- 
times it is nattened on both aspects, sometimes obtnsidy carinated in front, and in 
most cases it shows a slight curvature, the convexity being anterior. 

The microscopic structure strongly reminds ns of Ctcnoptychius pectinaf> 4 s , — as 
in that form, in spite of the external appearance of a ganoid layer upon the free 
extremity, no such distinct layer is detectaole in thin sections. 

Whether these singular bodies are teeth, or dermal appendages, it is hard to say. 
At all events they seem to be selachian in their nature, and their resembhance to 
Ctenoptychim pectinatus, Ag., which Messrs. Hancock and Atthey considered as 
probably belonging to the latter category, is snfficieiitly obvious. The name Cynopodius 
18 given in allusion to the manutir in which the form of these bodies reminds us to 
some extent of the fore leg and paw of a dog. 
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Flenracanfhis elegans, n.sp. 

Length of a perfect specimen 2:^ inches ; straight, taj)ering, finely striated at the 
base, smooth and polished towards the extremity, n well-ninrk<*d delicati* gro(»ve 
running however along the whole length on each side close to the orig’in ol the 
denticles. Denticles 26 on each side in two «ip])osite rows, exkaiding more than two- 
thirds the length of the spine, rather delicate, very oblique, with long tlatteued bases 
and ganoid rounded-conical tips. 

The above described pretty little spine was lent to me by my friend INTr. Herbert 
Kidston ; and in my own collection are two others, of which one, nearly eiitii’c, would 
be originally of the same size, and corresponds closely in external charaett'rs, while tin; 
other is a fragn>eut of a somewhat larger sj)ine, and has the denticl'es somew hat more 
closely i)laced, or with relatively shorter bases. 

Diplodtis parvulus, n.sp. 

Although there is no doubt that the teeth of w'ore generally identical 

with thos(' known as Di/jloffftSj and although the common Coal -measure Ji-iplodiis 
(jthbosnt! j»robably belonged to the same species as bore the sj)ine known as 
Fb uraeaxthns neverthtjless so long as these remains oc(“ur in so scattered 

a condition there must be insupt'rable difficulties as to accurjitely detenuining the spines 
and teeth which ought respc'ctivcdy to be classed together as belonging to the same 
species. Loth generic names must therefore I f(‘ar continue to be us(;d for s(mie time 
to come, and as regards the IhjthdKs now to be d<‘scribed, though it may very fjossibly 
belong to the same fish as Flvuracant/ms ehgam^ wt* have no evichaice of tlu< fact 
beyond their occiUTence in the same beds. Height from bas(^ to ojk^x of (msps 
-J to I inch. Ibise rounded, thick and high in front, thin behind, coiu'ave below, 
with a knob or ])r()niiueuce at the anb'rior margin, and showing on the iqiper 
surface a rounded flattcau'd boss behind the origin of the cusps. Anterior surface 
of base smooth, rounded, developing a morc! or less distinct carina, wdiich ends 
above on a small boss or knob between thr^ cusps ; this knob biang usually dividi’d 
or notched into s(‘V('ral minute rounded lobules, but there is no median cusp or 
denticle. Cusps two in number, strong*, conical, diverging from each otlnT, and also 
bent more or less backwards, carinattid or trenchant on each side, and fre(juently 
showing tow^ards their apices a few additional and fainter carime or ridges, both 
on their anterior and posterior surfaces. Very frequently one cusp is somewhat 
longer than the other. 

This small Fiplachis is easily distinguished from 2). gibhoam by having betw'een 
the cusps in front a small blunt lobulated boss, instead of a large pointed denticle. I 
have at jiresent more than forty of these little teeth before me c^illected at dilferent 
times, all of which agree in this prominent character, and differ only in trivial matters 
of detail, such as the relative prominence of the carina of the anterior surface, wdiich 
indeed is sometimes obsohde. 

Eucienins elegans, n.g. and sp. 

Tooth (?) :} inch in leng-th by I in depth, somcwvhat elliptical in shape, convex on 
one surfacti, concave on the other, with one margin nearly straight or with a slight 
sigmoidal curvature, the opposite margin evenly convex, one extremity rounded, the 
other narrowing to a point. The convex margin is divided in a comb-like manner 
into a series of closely placed acutely pointed diaiticles, fifteen to seventeen in nuinlxT, 
and obliquely directed from the rounded tow'ards the pointed extremity of the fossil. 
Counting from the fonner extremity, wdiere they are vei*}^ short, the denthde^s gradually 
increase in length to the thirteenth, which measures inch, whence they again 
diminish. Smiace smooth. 

Dipnoi. — Ctenodus angustidus, n.sp. 

Palatoptei^’goid bone about inch in length, dental plate very narrow, bearing 
three, sometimes four, closely placed ridges, all passing forwards and slightly diver- 
gent or radiating from behind. Inner ridge longest, the succeeding ones be(;oming 
successively shoi^^r ; all are divided throughout their whole length into small bluntly 
pointed conical dental tubercles, and covered with a hrilliant layer of ganoine. No 
mandibular teeth have occurred. 

Of this minute and peculiar form of Ctenodus I have at present five specimens, all 
of nearly the same size. It is easily distinguished from any known species of 
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CfnindtiH (as wt;ll as of Biptcrun) by the narrowness of the palatal dental plate and 
tlie small nnnilxjr and sli;^ht diver<^<aice of the radiatin*^ denticulated ridges. 

Another species of CLcuodua n^presented in my collec^tion by a broken palatal tooth- 
plate of considerably lar^-tT size occurs also at i{orou;^-h Lee. ,So far as the specinn n 
^o(!s, it shows some resemblance to 6'. ohlif/tius^ Hancock and Attlnw, but it is too im- 
perfect for accurate ideiitilicatiou. Itibs, a 2 »pureutly of CteuuduH^ are also not 
uncommon. 

Ganoidei. — CmliAcanthus siriatuSf n.sp. 

Scales about } inch in diameter, rounded, thin, iiifenorly smooth, and showing 
exterually a 2 )osterior free s(;ulptured area, of about J the extent of the whr)le surface. 
The oruameut of this an^a consists of fine closely set rounded rid,<>;es sometimes bifur- 
catinf»‘ and intercalated, suh-j)arallel and sliLditly wavy, proceedin^^ loiij^itudinally 
to the ])osterior margin without couver<^ence, indeed on the other liaiid sometimes 
diver^'in^^ in their progn^ss. 

ATo ]*eniains of this species have occurred but the scales, which are, however, very 
distinct in their markings, the strhc of the free surface showing no tendency either 
to concentric arrangement or to convergence towards and round the middle line. 

Ganopristodns splendens, n.^. and sp. 

Fragments of flat dentigerous bones, varying in size from a few lines uj.) to 1 J inch 
in length and J inch in d(‘i>th. On one margin is a row of j^eculiar teeth, low, 
laterally llathnied, anteriorly and posteriorly trenchant, confluent at the base wiOi 
each otlier, and with tin; substam^e of the bone which carries them, and covered with 
a brilliant laytT of gauoine, which extends along tlunr bases, and is then thrown into 
delicate Avavy folds — longitudinal in direction or sorindiiutts forming little waves round 
the base (»f each tooth. Fach tootii. moroovtT, besides its median bluntly conical 
point, has its anterior and postt'rior tnmehaut (‘dges in most cases (‘ach s(‘rrati‘d wdth a 
couple of s('condary denticulatioiis. In some instances the portion of hone w'liich 
s(3ems to have looked towards the cavity of the mouth, shows some small rounded 
tubercles or granulations. 

'J'h(!se singular jaw-fragments form a comph'tc pnzzh*, and though W(' may safely 
believe them to ho jjisciiie in their nature, I must confess that I liav»! not the slightest 
idea of tin! fish to which they belonged. Cnfortunately th(3 number of specimens, 
which 1 hav(! obtained, is as yeY so tew, that I have not been able to subject any of 
them to microscopic examination, but their external characters an^ so striking as to 
justify their receiving a name, and beiug jdaced provisionally among the Ganoidei. 

I. — Der TEtna. Nach den Manuscuipten des verstoubenen Dr. 

W. Sartorius VON Waltersiiauskn, V. Dr. Arnold von Lasaulx. 

P* Biincl. Leipzig;, 1880, 

D r. a. von lasaulx Ims imtlertaken the laborious, but grate- 
ful, task of })ublishing the observations left in manuscri}>t 
of the Baron von Waltershausen, who died in 187G, and left behind a 
large mass of materials regarding the past history and present 
structure of iEtna, collected during no less than ten different visits 
made to Sicily between the years 1834—69. This labour of love 
could not have fallen into better hands ; and in the volume before us, 
which is to be followed by another, wo have an example of the 
highest act of friendship which a surviving friend and fellow-worker 
can perform for one who has passed away ere his own work has 
been completed. 

In the volume before us, we have an account of Sartorius von 
Waltershausen’s journeys to Sicily, the observations he was enabled 
to make on the volcanic region during many days devoted to his 
task, and these observations are accompanied by an exquisitely 
executed map on a scale of ^ooVo reduced from the larger chart 



38 


Reviews — Dickenses Rietionary of the Thames, 

constructed by Waltershausen himself. The work is also embellished 
by 1-i large coiiper-plate engravings, giving striking views of iEtna, 
and its sections, besides numerous smaller woodcuts illustrating 
various topics connected with the subject. A portrait of Walters- 
haiisen forms an appropriate frontispiece to the volume. We feel 
sure that all students of Vulcanicity will welcome a work which, 
after Vesuvius, deals in an exhaustive manner with the most re- 
markable volcano in Europe. 

Since the above was in type the second volume has come to hand — 
not less elaborate than the first. In this the authors deal with the 
geological structure of the region around jEtna, beginning with the 
old gneissose rocks which are the foundation for all the others, and 
then pass on to the consideration of those of Jurassic, Cretaceous, 
Tertiary and Quaternary ago. The gradual unfolding of the 
volcanic history of the region, from the time of the oldest basalts 
which break through the Cretaceous beds, down to the most recent 
lavas, is described and illustrated by drawings, and maps. Chapters 
on the mineral products of ^Etna form an appropriate conclusion to 
the volume. The map of the Valle del Bove on a scale of ts-oo-tt is 
an admirable example of topograidiical portraiture. E. H. 

11. — Dickens’s Dictionaky of the Thames. London, 1880. 

IGmo. pp. 208. Price Ls. 

T O this ^Mmconventional handbook,” Mr. Whitaker has contributed 
an essay on the Geology of the Valley of the I’hames, which 
occupies a little ov^er four jiagos of closely j)rinted type. Dividing 
tlie area (for convenience of description) into three parts, he first 
gives an account of the formations exposed along the course of the 
river, and then points out the leading features in the geology of 
(1) the Upper Thames, to a little below Wallingford ; (2) the Middle 
Thames, from near Wallingford to Kichmond ; and (3) of the Lower 
Thames, below Kichmond. The influence of the geology on the 
scenery is noted by the wa^^ Thus the several divisions of the 
Oolites, of the Cretaceous Series, of Older Tertiaries, Drift and 
Alluvium, are described. Only in connexion with the Drift of 
Glacial age do we meet with matters of dispute among geologists ; 
but concerning this thc3re is great variety of opinion, and some ex- 
tensive patches of gravel in the area are left as of uncertain age. 
Speculations on the origin of the Boulder-clay are alluded to, but 
Mr. Whitaker contents himself with mentioning them without lend- 
ing the weight of his own opinion to any particular ex[)lanation. 
The great deposits of brickearth and gravel which in the Lower 
Thames Valley, more particularly, have yielded so many remains of 
large mammalia, are classed as Post-Glacial, in the sense of their 
being newer than the Boulder-clay (usually known as the Chalky 
Boulder- clay), which is only found on the heights bordering the 
northern margin of the valley, and not in it. 

As pointed out by Mr. Whitaker, these Post-Glacial beds constitute 
the most important division of the drift, as far as the Thames Valley 
is concerned, and he gives an interesting sketch of their method of 
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formation. Conclmling with some remarks on tlie origin of the 
Valley, he observes that it has been made by the slow, long-continued 
ceaseless action of the river, whose original course may in the first 
instance have been directed here .and there by disturbances. Some 
signs of disturbance are pointed out as occurring near Wallingford, 
where the river cuts through the great Chalk range, and again from 
Greenwich to Erith a fault may have greatly aided the erosive 
action of the old river. We miss a reference to the view advocated 
by Prof. Ramsay of the original extension of the Chalk and the river 
cutting its way down before the escarpment was formed, this being 
the only plausible explanation of the breaching of tlie Chalk-ratige. 
Reference might also have been made to Pliillips’ “Geology of 
Oxford and the Valley of the Thames,” and, without overstepping 
the bounds of modesty, to his own “Geology of the London Basin,” 
as the two works dealing specially with the Geology of the area, 
and to which the anxious inquirer might go for further information. 

III. — The Geological Survey. 

fllHE attention of the public has recently been drawn to the state 
JL of the Geological Survmy of the United Kingdom, by questions 
asked in both Houses of Parliament. 

Thus, in the House of Commons on July 12th, Mr. Adam, reply- 
ing to several members who urged the Government to do what they 
could to push on the Geological Survey, said that the Directors of 
the Survey had laid before him a plan by which he hoped it could 
be accelerated considerably, and completed in 1890. He added that 
if the House wanted the Survey to be pushed on more rapidly, they 
must vote more money. A few days afterwards, in replying to .a 
question asked in the House of Lords, Earl Spencer was unable to 
state the exact date at which the Geological Survey could be finished. 
He observed, however, that it “ would hold its own against that of 
any other country in the world,” and that “ one cause of the delay 
in the progress of the Survey was the advance which was being 
made in the science of geology.” 

These statements were preceded by the publication in the Times 
newspaper of a letter from an “ Observer,” who complained in bitter 
tones of the cost of the Survey, and at the time taken in its com- 
pletion. The letter, however well-meant and disinterested, was 
calculated not merely to prove prejudicial to the Survey, but to the 
objects which the Survey is intended to serve. Had “ Observer ” 
taken the trouble to inquire into the reason of the facts which lie 
pointed out, ho must have been convinced that without interest and 
enthusiasm in their work, men would not be found to undertake the 
arduous duties of the Geological Survey at the extremely small rate 
of pay granted to them p while if the Survey had been carried on 

' We are informed on good authority that some men who have served twelve years 
on the Geological Survey receive only £219 per annum ; w'hile attached to the Office 
either of the Geological Survey or of Mining Records is at least one who after 
serving oyer thirty years receives no larger sum; another who receives £180 after 
working for about twenty years; and a third who receives £175 after a term of 
fourteen years’ servitude ! 
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to its completion at tlie same rate at which it was commenced, its 
published works could not have lield tlieir own against those of any 
other country in the world. Under tlie circumstances it may be o 
some interest to sketch briefly the history of the Survey, and dispe 
the misap 23 rehension tliat exists in some minds concerning its pro- 
gress. At one time it was a customary thing for the President of 
the Geological Society to allude to the lU'ogress made by the Survey ; 
but even the establishment is prone to hide its own light by not 
advertising its publications, and by not sending copies of them to 
journals, magazines, and ncwsjiapcrs for review. 

As early as 18o3, De la Boche bad commenced to colour geologically 
some of the Ordnance Survey sheets of the south-west of England. 
Two years later, through his influence, an apjilication was made by 
the Master General and Board of Ordnance for a government grant 
to combine a geological examination of the English counties with 
the Ordnance or Geographical Survey then in progress. At the 
request of this official, Buckland, Sedgwick, and Lyell drew uj^ a 
joint re 2 )ort, in which they stated their “ o 2 )inion as to the great 
advantages which must accrue from such an undertaking, not only 
as calculated to i^rornote geological science, which would alone be a 
sufficient object, but also as a work of great practical utility.” ^ Thus, 
early in the year 1835, the Geological Survey commenced its official 
existence, and De la Beche was chosen to organize and direct its 
operations. For some time it continued to form a branch of the 
Trigonometrical Survey of Great Britain, of which Colonel Colby 
was Superintendent, and in those days it was termed the Ordnance 
Geological Survey.” In 1845 its connexion with the Board of 
Ordnance ceased, and the Geological Survey was placed under tlie 
Direction and Superintendence of the First Commissioner for the 
time being of Her Majesty’s Woods, Forests, Land Kevenues, 
Works, and Buildings.” On the formation of the Department of 
Science and Art in 1854, the Geological Survey was “consigned to 
it, at first under the Board of Tradje, and afterwards under the 
Committee of Privy Council on Education.”^ 

An examination of the last issued catalogue of the Geological 
Survey Publications (1878) shows that while the whole of Wales 
and the greater part of England and Ireland have been completely 
mapped, much of Scotland yet remains to be done. Moreover, the 
survey of the Drift or “superficial” deposits, commenced about twelve 
years ago, is not very far advanced, so far as the published maps are 
concerned. In the earlier surveys these Drift deposits were entirely 
neglected, the so-called “ solid ” rocks only being laid down. 
Hence, any one acquainted with geological surveying would have 
been surprised had the work advanced more rapidly of late years, 
for some areas which on the old system might be mapped in a few 
months, would with the Drift Survey take as many years. The 
Drifts present problems as difficult to unravel as do any of the older 
rocks, while their varying position, their constant change of cha- 

^ See LyelPs Address to Geol. Soc. 1836, Proc. Geol. Soc. vol. ii. p. 358. 

* Jukes, Address at the Museum of Iiish Industry, 1867. 
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raoter, and the absence of palaeontological guides, render their 
manifold divisions often much more difficult to trace out in the 
field. Nor should their importance be under-estimated, considering 
that they occupy more of the superficial extent of the country than 
any other group of beds, and in questions of water-supply and 
drainage, in matters relating to agriculture, road-metal, and brick- 
earth, they exercise as much, and in sorno cases more influence than 
do the older rocks. 

Moreover, since the Greological Survey was commenced, the science 
of geology has grown very largely, and the rocks have been studied 
in much greater detail. Hence it is only to bo expected that the 
work done thirty or forty years ago should require revision, and this 
chiefly in the form of addition. Fresh subdivisions of the strata 
have from time to time been made ; some owing to the labours of 
the Geological Survey, others to the work of private individuals. 
As an instance of the former, the subdivisions of the Wealden Strata 
and Lower Greensand may be mentioned ; and of the latter, the 
labours of Hicks on the older rocks of South Wales, of Hebert and 
Barrois on the Chalk, of Moore on the Khsetic Beds, of Allport, 
Bormey, and J. A. Phillij)S, on Eruptive Rocks. These labours serve 
to indicate the kind of new work that may necessitate revision of the 
older surveys. 

In minute investigations, more especially in the collection of fossils 
from certain quarries or zones, the local or resident geologist must 
always possess great advantages over those whose attention is mainly 
given to tracing the rock-masses or groups of strata through large 
tracts of country. 

With the accessions constantly made to our knowledge of each 
formation, the labours of the Geological Survey must ever be on the 
increase so long as the field-work lasts. And in addition to the 
preparation of maps and sections, each officer has the task of writing 
memoirs on the country surveyed, containing not only the informa- 
tion he has himself gathered in the field and obtained from well- 
sinkers, miners, and others, but all the facts which have been 
published on the geology of the district. Those acquainted with the 
literature of geology, of which the yearly “ Geological Record ” is 
an almost bewildering illustration, know that the task is no light 
one, and of course every year it becomes considerably’^ greater. 

Nor must it be forgotten that much of the field-work now-a-days 
is done on the maps of the scale of six inches to a mile, requiring 
far more minute observation than the one-inch surveys. Some of the 
maps not published on the larger scale are deposited in the Geological 
Survey Office for reference. 

The importance of concentrating all the geological information is 
perhaps best exhibited in the publications referring to Coal-fields. 
There the evidence furnished by numerous mining operations is 
tabulated in section, to show the direction in which the various seams 
on the one hand increase in value and importance, or on the other 
hand deteriorate or thin away. • 

In the days of De la Bcche, as Observer ” remarks, “ the 
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Surveyors were not allowed to reside long in the same locality, but 
were kept actively moving to and fro,” whereas now they often reside 
for a considerable time at one station. 

Writing in 1861, Prof. A. Geikie says : “ At present, the 
Surveyors work singly, each taking his own district, but at the period 
in the Survey’s history to which reference is now made [1844], the 
geologists surveyed in parties of two or three, or even more. Sir 
Henry [De la Beche] used to bo much with them, generally leaving 
London about the 1st of April. Hence, at little out-of-the-way 
villages, there would sometimes be collected half a dozen stalwart 
hammerers, who took up all the beds and devoured all the provisions 
the resources of the place could supply.” ^ When so many worked 
one district, no wonder the ground was somewhat rapidly surveyed ! 
Now that the men work singly, they naturally stay much longer, 
and with the advantage of railways (of little use in the earlier days 
of the Survey), it is of course possible for them to remain a con- 
siderable time at one station without detriment to the Survey, and 
considering the poorness of the pay, with less disadvantage to 
themselves. We have written thus much because Observer ” should 
have been more careful to write in a spirit of fairness to those who 
devote their lives to carry on the work of the Geological Survey. 

In reading the Memoirs of Edward Forbes or of Jukes wo may 
glean many interesting facts concerning life on the Survey. Knit 
together by a spirit of good-fellowship, the occasional meetings and 
consultations over difficult tracts of ground, and the enthusiasm with 
which the band of ^‘Roj^al Hammerers” has carried its operations, 
under its able Directors, over hill and mountain, across moor and 
vale, seem to picture a life of thorough enjojunent. But it must bo 
remembered that carried on year after year in all seasons, often 
isolated from friends and congenial society, and with no settled 
homo, the Survey presents another aspect which for its success 
demands a love ot the work, and needs a certain amount of sympathy 
from tliose interested in tlie science. What is to be the end of it all ? 
is a question that naturally arises. In time of course the field- 
labours of the Survey must become restricted, but even “Observer” 
says, “The utter extinction of the Survey is not to be recommended, 
as it will always be desirable to retain a small staff of well-trained 
men to examine and record the results of future geological dis- 
coveries.”^ Jukes thought that, “in addition to the Head Office in 
London, it will ultimately be found necessary to establish Local 
Geological Offices for each of the districts of the present Mining 
Inspectors, the Resident Geologist of the district working in com- 
bination with the Inspector in the collection and registration of all 
geological information, which may have either a scientific or practical 
value, and holding himself ready either to receive or impart geological 
information from or to all persons who may be interested in Tt.” ^ 
The importance of some such plan would be apparent to any one 
who would pass two or three days in the Office or Inquiry-room at 

♦ 1 Memoir of Edward Forbes, pp. 377-378. 

* Address at the Museum of Irish Industry, 1867. 
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Jermyn Street, where a number of individuals present themselves 
daily for the purpose of obtaining geological information. Among 
these are well-sinkers, stone-merchants, mine agents, colliery pro- 
prietors, landowners, parsons, medical officers and others, and all 
the knowledge possessed is invariably at the service of the seeker. 
A man may come with a bag of minerals and humbly desire their 
names, or he may bring somewhat furtively from his pocket a lump 
of iron-ore, saying not whence he obtained it, and ask whether it 
would pay for working. But apart from such comparatively trivial 
matters, information is more and more in request concerning good 
sources of water-supjdy throughout the kingdom, and the questions 
of drainage and health, upon which geology is calculated to throw so 
much light, must continue to engage public attention. 

The service that may be rendered to individuals indirectly 
benefits the country at large. The money that has been wasted in 
fruitless trials for coal has been very great, and the Geological 
Survey has been instrumental in checking a large amount of such 
waste, while at the same time it has indicated many sources of future 
supply of mineral wealth. There is, however, no need to dwell 
upon the economic applications of geology, they are sufficiently 
well known if not always appreciated. Of these some striking 
illustrations are given by Professor Ramsay in his introductory 
lecture at the Government School of Mines in 1851. 
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I. — November 17, 1880. — Robert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., Pre- 
sident, in the Chair. 

The President called attention to the portrait of Dr. William 
Smith, presented to the Society by his grand-nephew, Mr. W. Smith, 
of Cheltenham, which was then suspended behind the chair, and 
expressed his great satisfaction at this most interesting picture 
being in possession of the Society. The portrait was painted by M. 
Eorau in 1837. A hearty vote of thanks was passed for the same. 

The following communications were read : — 

1. “ On Abnormal Geological Deposits in the Bristol District.” 
By Charles Moore, Esq., F.G.S. 

The author remarked that the Froine district shows numerous 
un conform fib le Secondary deposits and “ vein-fissures ” resting upon 
or passing down through the Carboniferous Limestone, as described 
in his former paper (Quart. Joiiru. Geol. Soc. vol. xxiii. p. 449). 
He gave some further particulars as to these deposits, and especially 
described the occurrence of Post-Pliocene, Liassio, and Rhmtio 
deposits in the MicroJestes-qwe^Yry near Shepton-Mallet. Here the 
lower part of a fissure is filled with a brown marl, containing 
crystals of carbonate of lime, and numerous remains of Arvicol^Bf 
Frogs, Birds, and Fishes. The jaws of Arvicola were very abundant. 
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He then proceeded to describe the occurrence of similar pho- 
nomena in the Bristol area, as at Durdliam and Clitton Downs, m 
the gorge of the Avon at Clifton, at Ashton and Westbury-on-T^iym, 
in the slate rock, in Nettlebiiry quany, at Clevedon, and on the 
Thornbury railway. He noticed the occurrence in the infillings of 
fissures traversing the Carboniferous Diinestoiie of these localilies of 
fossil remains belonging to various geological ages ; and he especially 
called attention to the presence in difierent deposits of an immense 
number of small tubular bodies of doubtful origin, for which, should 
they prove to be of organic nature, he proposed the name of Ftihii' 
tella amhigua. By different authorities these little bodies have 
been assimilated to Seriouho (lulogvnua)^ insect-tubes, and the casts 
of the fine roots of plants. With regard to the age of the fissure- 
deposits, the author remarked that although in some fissures the 
infilling shows a mixture of organisms, in most cases each vein ” 
a})pears to have an individuality of its own, and thus the veins 
represent intervals of geological time clearly distinct from one 
another, difibrent fissures showing infillings of alluvium, Oolite, 
Lias, Khfetio, and Keuper beds. The presence of his Tubiitella he 
considered to indicate freshwater conditions. 

The author also referred to the discovery of Thecodontosaurns and 
PaleeosauruB many years ago at the edge of Durdliam Down, and 
discussed the age of the deposit containing them, which was 
originally supposed to be l^ermian, and was referred by Mr. 
Etheridge to the Dolomitic Conglomerate at the base of the Keujier. 
The author stated that he had found remains of the same genera in 
Khostic deposits at Holwell and Clifton Down, and had hence been 
led to refer the two genera to that ago. He stated, however, that 
he had since discovered teeth of Thecodontosaurus identical with 
those of the Bristol area in a deposit belonging to the middle of the 
Upper Keuper at Kush ton near Taunton, and recognized certain 
diflerences between these teeth and those of the same genus from 
the Rhmtic beds of Holwell ; hence he was led to give up the 
notion that the former were of Rhoetic age, and to refer them to the 
Upper Keuper; but be remarked upon the interesting fact that, 
while most of the generic forms of the Keuper are represented in 
the Rha3tic, the species differ. 

2. “Interglacial Deposits of West Cumberland and North Lan- 
cashire.” By J. D. Kendall, Esq., C.E., E.G.S. 

The glacial deposits of the district consist of an Upper and a 
Lower Boulder-clay, with an intercalated group of sand, gravel, and 
clay, the three being rarely present in one section. These deposits 
occur fairly continuously up to 600 feet above the sea, and in 
patches up to 1000 feet. Associated with these glacial beds are 
deposits of vegetable matter, which, when occurring on the sea- 
shore, have been designated submerged forests. The author con- 
siders this designation incorrect. The results of a large number of 
borings at Lindal, in Furness, are given, in which, beneath Upper 
Boulder-clay, one of these vegetable deposits was pierced, resting on 
Boulder-clays or sand. Similar deposits (which have been less 
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comj^letely examined) occur at Crossgates, Walney Island, and Brigg. 
Another is near St. Bees, which has been more minutely examined ; 
and yet another near Maryport. These deposits are not, like the 
Lindal beds, olearly interglacial, but being compact and in other ways 
differing from the ordinary peaty deposits, are believed by the author 
to be so ; further, they all rest on Lower Boulder-clay. 

The aiitljor believes that the vegetable matter was not produced 
in situ, but accumulated under water. Bootsfoeks certainly occur 
in position of growth ; but their roots do not pass down into the 
underlying Boulder-clay, so they may have floated into this position. 
The author considers this to throw light on the formation of coal. 


II. — Dec. 1, 1880. — Eobert Etheridge, Esq., F.E.S., President, in 
the Chair. 

The following communications wore read : — 

1. “ On Eemains of a small Lizard from the Neocomian Eocks 
of the Island of Lesina, Dalmatia, preserved in the Geological 
Museum of the University of Yienna.” B^^ Prof. H. G. Seeley, 
E.E.S., E.G.S. 

The author mentioned that Prof. Kornhuber had described, under 
the name of Uijdrosanrvs Jemnensis, the remains of a Lizard from 
the Keocomian rocks of the island of Lesina, off the coast of Dal- 
matia. The University Museum at Vienna contains a slab from 
the localit}^ showing the hinder part of the skeleton of another 
Lizard, which had been lent to the author for the purj^ose of de- 
scription by Prof. Suess. Tlie specimen includes twelve dorsal and 
sixty-five caudal vertebra^, but the tail is incomplete. The sacral 
vertebra3 are concealed, and the pelvis is imperfectly seen. Both 
hind limbs are fairly well preserved. The author described the 
distinctions which he considered to separate this animal from Korn- 
huber’s species, consisting cliiefly in the form and jiroportion of the 
dorsal vertebras, which, instead of having the neural spine high and 
square, as in Uydrosavtrus. have it depressed and produced both 
anteriorly and posteriorly ; in tlie length and slenderness of the 
ilium ; in the single-headed character of the ribs ; and in the form 
and structure of the segments of the limbs, which appear to possess 
four tarsal and three metatarsal bones and five digits. The author 
proposed to name this Lizard Adriosaitrvs Smssii. 

2. “ On the Beds at Hoadon Hill and Colwell Baj^ in the Isle 
of Wight.” By Messrs. H. Keeping and E. B. Tawney, M.A., 
E.G.S. 

The authors criticized the views put forward by Prof. Judd in his 
paper published in theQ.J.G.S. vol. xxxvi. p. 13, and supported those 
established by the late E. Forbes and the publications of the Geolo- 
gical Survey. At the west end of the island, viz. at Totland and 
Colwell Bays,, the authors stated that there is only one marine 
series, the Middle Headon, which they traced continuously through 
the cliffs — identifying it bed by bed at various points — the result 
entirely corroborating the sections of the Geological Survey. The 
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section at the N.E. end of Ueadon Hill was described in detail, and 
Prof. Judd’s interpi-etation of this part of the section analyzed. 
Prof. Judd places the marine Middle Headon at this point at the level 
of the sea, maintaining that 250 feet of beds;(the altitude of the 
Eembridge limestone-quarry) intervene between the Bern bridge lime- 
stone and the sea-level. The authors maintained that the top of the 
marine series is about 105 feet abov^e the sea-level, that thickness 
of beds intercalated above the Middle Headon having no existence 
in fact, also that the Brock enhurst bed does not exist below tlie 
Bembridge quarry, where it is su])po8ed to be (concealed by gravel) 
by Prof. Judd, and stated that there is no gravel at that spot 
to conceal anything, and that the beds which do exist there are tlie 
freshwater Osborne and Upper Headon beds as described by E. 
Forbes. The}^ then adduced fossil evidence confirmatory of the 
stratigraphical ; thus out of 57 species collected this summer at 
Colwell Bay, they found 53 at Headon Hill, (2) The sections at 
Whitecliff Bay and the New Forest (Brockenhurst) were next 
described. At Whitecliff Bay the 90 feet of beds which constitute the 
Middle Headon of the Survey section have been renamed ‘‘ Brocken- 
burst series ” by Prof. Judd ; the authors maintained that the Brock- 
enhurst bed, identical as to its fossils and position with that of the 
Whitley Bidge cutting, is represented by the lower 2 feet only, imme- 
diately above the freshwater Lower Headon. The Middle Headon at 
Whitecliff Bay contains lower zones than any developed in the Middle 
Headon of Headon Hill, for the Brockenhurst bed is entirely absent 
from the west of the island. The authors maintained that Prof. 
Judd has assigned a false position to this bed in his vertical section 
of New-Forest beds, and that instead of being higher than the 
Venus-bed horizon, it is plainly below it, since at Whitley Bidge it 
lies on the Lower Headon. being succeeded by the Venus-bed and then 
by the Upper Headon. The palaeontological evidence was then dis- 
cussed, and it was objected to Prof. Judd’s lists that he has mixed up 
the Colwell Ba}^ and Brockenhurst fossils in one list, thereby begging 
the question. In opposition to his statistics the authors maintained 
that the Brockenhurst bed has about 48 per cent, of species which 
pass up from the Barton beds, while the Venus-bed series of either 
Colwell Bay or Headon Hill have only 29 per cent, suggestive of the 
lower position of the former. 

Further examination of the lists of fossils prepared from an ex- 
amination of thfe Edwards collection shows that the Colwell-Bay 
and Headon-Hill marine beds have thirteen times more species 
common to themselves alone than either of them have in common 
with the Brockenhurst bed. The palaeontological evidence is there- 
fore in accord with the stratigraphical; they both occupy a higher 
zone than the Brockenhurst bed, which, when developed, occupies 
the base of the Middle Headon. The authors therefore reject Prof. 
Judd’s term Brockenhurst series, and revert to the classification and 
nomenclature of the Geological Survey. 
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FOEEIGN FEEBLES ON OUE SOUTH COAST. 

Sir, — I am not aware if the significance of the foreign stones 
— I do not mean, of course, the granite blocks at Pagham, but 
smaller pebbles of granite, porphyry, etc., occasionally occurring in 
the shingle of our southern coasts — has ever been remarked upon ; 
but it has occurred to me, as no doubt to a hundred other geologists, 
both professional and amateur, that these are almost the only actual 
evidence that can be expected, in the absence of Drift and ice- 
markings, in favour of Dr. Croll’s suggestion as to the passage of a 
great ice-sheet over the South-Eastern corner of England during the 
height of the Glacial Epoch. I have frequently observed such stones 
both here and at Brighton, and only within the last few days, I have 
picked up a variety of granites, syenites, quartz-pebbles, and por- 
phyries (two or three dozen in all), some red sandstones, and one 
peculiar siliceous greenstone, the original source of which might pos- 
sibly be identified. It is very improbable that any of them are 
British, much more likely that they are Scandinavian. Possibly, 
of course, they may be parts of ballast, but I confess it seems to me 
much more probable that they are ]>ortions of Scandinavian drift. 
The evidence is slight, but it seems the only kind obtainable, and it 
may be taken for what it is worth. 

The mass of the beach along our south-eastern coasts, of course, 
consists of (Jhalk fiints, but even these are of a very varied character, 
the majority being unaltered and referable at once to the original 
Chalk, while others bear marks of having once belonged to Eocene 
pebble beds (London Clay basement, Oldhaven or Bagshot), a few 
to the Isle of Thanet Sands, and a very large proportion, as I infer 
from their brown coatings and sub-angular forms, to glacial gravels 
or drift. J. A. Birds. 

St. Leon ards-on- Sea, Oct. 16 , 1880 . 


ON THE DISTEIBUTION OF VOLCANOS. 

Sir, — Having been absent during the last summer in the north 
part of Yezo and the Kurile Islands, it was not until a few days ago 
that 1 received your Number of May, 1880, in which there is a 
criticism of a short paper of mine on the ‘‘ Geographical Distribu- 
tion of Volcanos,” published by you in April, 1880. • 

This paper was chiefly written for the purpose of pointing out a 
fact, which, so far as I am aware, had not previously been noticed, 
namely, volcanos are chiefly distributed along the borders of land 
which slopes steeply beneath the sea. 

Whilst suggesting an explanation for this I had reason to refer to 
the position of an isothermal surface Ijdng partly under the land and 
partly under the sea. I then said that it was not unlikely that 
this surfaoe would be found at a “ much greater depth beneath the 
rooks which form the bed of the ocean,” than the depth at which we 
should find it beneath the land. 
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The Kev. 0. Fisher pointed out to me that the greater deptli eoiild 
hardly be qualified by the word ‘^much/» and with his reasoning 1 
for the most part, agree. . 

I should, however, like to point out tltfit the difference in tempera- 
ture beneath the land and sea has by him, I think, l>een somewhat 
under-estimated. He takes the mean temperature of England as 
being 50^ F., whilst tliat of the sea-bottom is 32° . 

If we remember that the greater number of active volcanic bands 
lie within or near the tropics, we shall be compelled to take the land 
temperature at something above 50° F. 

In Tokio, as recorded at the Yamato Yashiki Observatory, the 
mean temperature at a depth of 10 ft. is about 60° F. Farther 
south it will probably be much greater. This will make the solid 
crust beneath the sea more nearly 2000 than 1000 ft. thicker than 
that beneath the land, and this as a fractional part of the zone above 
rocks at the melting temperature I regard as a considerable amount. 
Even accepting Mr. Fisher’s estimate of 900 to 1080 feet, the 
reason I have advanced for the peculiar position of volcanos will, I 
think, still hold good, if not for the whole of the phenomena, at 
least for a considerable portion of it. John Milne. 

Impebjai- College of Enoixeerixo, Tokio, 

Japan, October lOt/iy 1880. 


ON THE OLD RED SANDSTONE OF THE NORTH OF IRELAND. 

Sir, — I n the November Number of the Geol. Mag. Mr. Kinahan 
makes some remarks on a jiaper of mine bearing the above title, to 
which I beg to make the following reply. 

I am at a loss to know bow Mr. Kinahan learns from the Survey 
Map that the Old Ked Sandstone at any place “ graduates ” into the 

fossiliferons Pomeroy Hocks.” No fact is more clearly shown on 
that map than that these widely different formations are uncon- 
formable. The conglomerate in the townland of Aghafad I believe 
to be of Lower Silurian age. 

I do not deny that there may be representatives of the Kiltorcan 
beds in the North of Ireland, although I have not hitherto recognized 
them, believing, for the reasons stated in my paper, that the Yellow 
Sandstones ” of that district, characterized by the occurrence of 
Modiola McAdami and other marine fossils, are far more probably 
on the horizon^ of the Calciferous Sandstone of Scotland, and . the 
Carboniferous Slate and Coomhola grit of the South of Ireland. 
As to the position of these latter groups, I beg to refer Mr. Kinahan 
to Jukes’s Manual of Geology, where be will find them placed as I 
have done — at the base of the Carboniferous Limestone, and corre- 
lated with the Calciferous Sandstone. 

The word Upper ” prefixed to “ Old Hed Sandstone of Water- 
ford ” is simply a mistake in the abstract of my paper, which does 
not occur in the original. J. Nolan. 

47, Great James Street, Londonderry, 

November 1880. 
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I. — Contributions to thk Pal.®:ontology of the Yorkshire 

Oolites.’ 

Part VI. 

By Wilfrid II. IIudleston, M.A., F.G.S., Y.P.G.A. 

(PLATE III.) 

Genus Neiuta, Linnreus, 1758. Subgenus Neritopsis, Grateloup, 

1832. 

There is no positive evidence that any species of Nerita has been 
found in the Corallian Hocks of Yorkshire. It is true that Nerita 
Imvigata, Sow., is quoted by Phillips (G. Y. 1875, p. 258), but this 
fossil is well known to be a Monodonta, and it is doubtful if the 
exact form occurs on this horizon (see postea, Turbo Erinus), The 
same author also quotes Nerita bullata^* as occurring in the 
Coralline Oolite. I can find no reference to this species, and am at 
a loss to understand what fossil is intended to be thus designated. 
There are casts in the Coral Rag of North Grimston which may 
belong to a species of Nerita. 

The subgenus Neritopsis is probably more thoroughly marine. 
D’Orbigny (T. J. ii. p. 221) refers to twenty-three fossil species, and 
regards the maximum of its development as having occurred in the 
Corallian stage. It is, however, an important Tertiary group.^ 
Specimens belonging to three species of Neritopsis have been found 
sparingly in the Coral Rag of Yorkshire : of these N. Guerrei, Heb. and 
l)esl., has been noted before, and although not frequent is the least 
rare of the three. 

36. Neritopsis Guerrei, Hebert & Deslongohamps, 1860. 

Plate III. Figs. 3a, 6, c. 

Neritopsis Guerrei^ Hebert & Deslongohamps, 1860, Bull. Soc. Linn. Norm. vol. v. 
p. 186, pi. i. figs. 4a, 6, d. 

Bibliography, etc. — ^The diagnosis of this Callovian species by the 
authors is sufficiently loose, and the three specimens figured by 
them embrace a considerable width of variation. The ornaments in 
their fig. 4c have the most resemblance to our Corallian shell. 
On the whole the resemblance is sufficiently near to justify the 
identification in preference to making a new species. The authors 

’ Continued from the December, 1880, Number, p. 638. 

* Of. Dr. Woodward, in Geol. Mag. for 1879, p. 646. 
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observe that their si^ecies is near to "N. Moreauana^ D’Orb., and 
'N. Cottaldina, D’Orb., from the Coral Rag. 

Description . — Specimen from the Coral Rag — probably of Seamer 
or Ay ton (Strickland Collection). Figs. 3a, x 1^. 

lG-5 millimetres. 

Width 18-7 

Lenj^th of last whorl 13* ,, 

Shell transversely ovate oblong. Spire sliort, formed of about 
three whorls, of which the last is immense in comparison with the 
rest of the spire. The whorls are widely separated : the body- 
whoii is flatted posteriori 3 % so that the shell is tumid angular rather 
than convex. The ornaments consist of a series of moderately 
strong transverse ribs, of which three or four towards the centre 
are somewhat more prominent : the longitudinal ribbing is less 
strongly indicated. The nodes at the intersections wore probably 
spiny, and the whole pattern is coarse and irregular. 

I'lie aperture is wide and circular, with a thick peristome, the 
edge of which is crenulated, except upon the inside, where the lip is 
smooth and prominent.^ 

Another specimen (Leckenby Collection), Fig. 3c, natural size. 

Length 22 millimetres. 

AVidth 2o 

Length of last whorl 18 ,, 

This is a much larger specimen than the one previously described, 
but the proportions are nearly the ssme. Tlie shell has sufiered 
from wear, but enough character remains in the angular outline of 
the upper part of the body-whorl, and the irregularity of the 
transverse ribbing, to warrant the identification. 

Relations and Distribution. — This somewhat average form is doubt- 
less related to the two species next described, though it clearly 
differs from either, both in contour and character of ornament. 
Perhaps the nearest Corallian form described from the French beds 
is N. Cottaldina, D’Orb. (Terr. Jurass. vol. ii. p. 227, pi. 301, figs. 
11 — 13), but that species is smaller. 

N. Guerrei, as identified, occurs principally in the Coral Rag of the 
Scarborough district (Seamer, Ay ton, Broinpton), where Oxfordian 
forms would seem to have lingered more than on the south side of 
the Vale of Pickering. It has been quoted from Upware possibly 
in mistake for N, decussata, and is mentioned by Whiteaves in the 
Oxford list. 

1 As one of the characteristic features of Heriiopsis is held to ho the notch at 
the columellar lip, it might be objected that, in the case of this specimen, no such 
notch is shown. A similar objection maybe urged in the case of all D’Orbigny’s 
figures in the Terrains Jurassi(iues. Two reasons may be adduced for this. Firstly y 
the columellar notch may not have been so strong in the Secondary as in the Tertiary 
species. Secondly, it i^ quite certain that the presence of a hard matrix tends to 
oDscure what should be the characteristic feature, and more complete development, 
where safe, might reveal the existence of the notch. In the very well preserved 
Tesson Collection, now in the New Natural History Museum, there is only one 
specimen of Neritopsis where the notch is visible. In this case the anterior portions 
of the inner lip are decay (;d away, but, as the aperture happens to be quite clear of 
matrix, we are able to see the entire cavity. 
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37. — Neritopsis Moueauana, D’Orbigny, 1847. PJale III. Figs. 2a, h, 

Neritopsu Moreamna, D’Orbi^ny, 1847, Prod, do Pal. Stat. vol. ii. p. 7. 

Idem. 1852, Terr. Jurass. vol. ii. p. 226, pi. 301, figs. 5 — 7. 

Bihliograpluj, etc, — The original specimen was from the Corallian 
of St.-Mihiel. We have already seen that Hebert and Deslong- 
champs noted its relation to the foregoing species. 

Description. — Sjieciuien from the Corallian of Yorkshire (Strick- 
land Collection). The outer lip is too much broken away’' for accurate 
measurement. Shell transversely oval. Spire very short and very 
open, formed of two to three convex whoids which are wide apart, 
llody-whorl immense in proportion, and rather rounded off at 
either extreme, so as to give a truly convex character to the shell. 
The ornaments consist of a double series of ribs closely set and 
granulated at the nodes. In the transverse series of ribs there is 
a slight tendency to unequal alternations. The longitudinal system 
is somewhat the most ]>rominent, and this feature is especially 
noticeable in the penultimate whorl, where the intercostal s])aces 
are finely striated. 

The outer lip and anterior extremity of the shell are imperfect. 

Itelations and Distrihation. — Although the specimen in question 
may not exactly correspond with the one originally described by 
D’Orbigny, the ditferonces would not warrant the making of a new 
species. It obviously differs from Yorkshire specimens of N. Gnerrei 
in the general convexity of the whorl, in the fine and regidav 
ornameiitation, and in the nodular character of the intersections. 
4’he form would seem to be rare, as few authors allude to N. Morea li- 
ana. 

As far as I know. Sir Charles Strickland’s specimen is the only 
one which has ever been found in Yorkshire. 

38. — Neuitousts deoussata, Miinster, 1844. Plate III. Fig. 1. 

jVfftica dcciissafa, Miiiist. , 1844, Ooldl’uss, pt. 3, p. Ill, pi. 199, fig. 10. 

Nvritopttis decHSHaia^ It’Orbiguy, 1847, Prod, do Pul. Strut, vol. ii. p. 7. 

Idem, D’Orlfigiiy, 1852, Terr. Jurass. vol. ii. j). 227, pi. 301, figs. 8-10. 

NtrUopsis corallemis, liuviguier, 1852, JStat. Geol. de la ISIcusi*, p. 31, pi. 22, figs. 

38-40. 

Bibliography, etc. — Miinster’s shell w'as from the Corallenkalke of 
Nattheim in Wurteinberg. It has been identified by D’Orbigny 
with a species of Neritopsis occurring in the Corallian of St.-Mihiel, 
and if we may judge from the figure in Goldfuss the identification 
is fairly warranted. I cannot see any difference between Munster’s 
species, as identified by D’Orbigny, and N. corallensis, Buvignicr. 
from the Coralline Oolite of St.-Mihiel. Still Buvignier may not 
have been satisfied with D’Orbigny ’s identification. There can be 
little doubt that the Yorkshire shell under consideration answers to 
the figures and description in the Terrains Jurassiques, and is the 
shell identified in the Prodrome, whether the original identification 
by D’Orbigny be correct or not. 
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Description. — Specimen from the Coral Rag of North Grimston 
(Strickland Collection). 

Total length 12'*'5 millimetres. 

Width l-l'SS 

Length of last whorl 11*0 

Shell transversely oval oblong. Sf^ire extremely short, and formed 
of two to three whorls, of which the last is immensely larger 
every way than the others. Rod^’^-whorl flattish posteriorly, affoid- 
ing an angular rather than a convex outline. Ornaments strongly 
sculptured and of great regularity. About twelve stout transverse 
ribs are met at right angles by a system of longitudinal ribbing 
somewljat less prominent. The points of intersection are marked 
by thick tuberculations, the intervening meshes being regular 
oblongs of considerable depth. 

The anterior portion of the body-whorl and the aperture are too 
much concealed in matrix for accurate description. 

Relations and Distribution. — The points of resemblance in this 
well-marked species to the two previously described are, in a great 
measure, those common to the genus. The contour and ornamenta- 
tion separate it clearly from N. Moreauana, and although it has 
stronger affinities with the form referred to N. Guerrei, yet the 
regularity and nearly uniform strength of the ribbing is a good 
character which may be relied upon in instituting a comj^arison with 
that species. 

N. decussata is very rare in Yorkshire, not more than two 
specimens at the utmost having come under my notice. A larger 
variety, w fiich may probably be referred to this species, occurs in 
the Coral Rag of Upware, which has so many fossils in common 
with the North Grimston Rag. The same species has also been 
found in the Coral Rag of Wiltshire. Buvignier states that N. 
corallensis (believed to be a synonym) is rare in the Corallian of 
the Meuse. 

No species of Neritopsis in any way resembling either of the 
three described is quoted from this horizon in North Germany. Nor 
have any of them been noticed at Boulogne or at Weymouth. A 
large development of actual Coral seems to have been favourable to 
this section of the genus. 

Genus Turbo, Linnaeus, 1758. 

This genus was the exhaustive division in which numbers of 
Jurassic shells were put as a sort of temporary resting-place. 
After the removal of the section of Littorina previously described, 
the species remaining are neither numerous nor important as con- 
tributing to swell the shell -beds of the Corallian rocks in York- 
shire. Under this general heading we may for present purposes 
include Crossostoma, Lycett, 1850, Monodonta, Lamarck, 1801, and 
Delphinula, Lamarck. 

39. — Turbo (Crossostoma) corallensis, Buvignier, 1852. 

Plate III. Figs. 4a, 6. 

Turbo corallensis^ Buvignier, 1852. Stat. geol. de la Meuse, p. 37, pi. 24, figs. 21, 22. 



W. H. JIudkston — The Yorkshire Oolite. 53 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Bag of Ayton (my Collec- 
tion). 


Len^h 6-5 millimetres. 

Width 10 „ 


Shell subglobular, smooth. Spire composed of about three 
whorls, scarcely separated by any suture. The last whorl is enor- 
mously larger than the preceding ones. Base convex and solid. 
Aperture imperfectly preserved. 

Relations and Distribution. — The very great width of this shell in 
23roportion to its height, the flattening of the spire, and obsolete 
character of the suture, whereby the entire shell seems almost to 
consist of one whorl, serve to distinguish this species. On the 
Continent no one but Buvignier records its presence, unless it is 
concealed under some synonym. It is however closely allied to 
Grossostoma discoideum, Morris and Lycett (Great Ool. Moll. 2 >. 73, pi. 
xi. fig. 7), and something very like it turns up on several horizons 
in the Jurassic rocks. 

The dimensions of the specimen figured exceed those given by 
Buvignier, but the pro 2 )ortions are about the same. Bare in the 
Coral Bag of Ayton and neighbourhood. 

40. — Tuuno (Monodonta) Erinus, D’Orbigny, 1847. Plate III. 

Figs. 5a, h. 

Turbo Erinus^ D’Orhi^ny, 1847, Prod, do Pal. Strat. vol. ii. p. 9. 

Turbo inornaius^ Euvi^er, 1852, Stat. gcol. do la Meuse, p. 37, pi. 26, fi"s. 27 

and 28. 

Turbo Erinus^ D’Orbigny, 1852, Terr. Jurass. vol. ii. p. 362, pi. 336, figs. 12-14. 

Bibliography f etc. — It would be a difficult and thankless task to 
go closely into the history of this very average form. In the 
I’rodrome, D’Orbigny describes a species of Turbo from the Corallian 
of St.-Mihiel as “ wider than high, entirely smooth, whorls slightly 
swollen, mouth round.” In the Terrains Jurassiques, the same 
author gives the following dimensions for this shell, viz. length 
11 mm., width 13 mm., sj)iral angle 90°. He regards the Turbo 
Icevis ^ of Buvignier {op, cit. j). 37, pi. 26, figs. 29, 30) as being the 
same, but this is a much higher shell, having a spiral angle of lower 
value. There can be very little doubt that the Yorkshire specimen 
described below is the Turbo inornatus of Buvignier, but as the 
description in the Prodrome, as far as it goes, is applicable, 
D’Orbigny’s name {Erinus) would seem entitled to priority^ though 
otherwise I should have preferred to adopt Buvignier’s name. 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Bag of North Grimston 
(Strickland Collection). 

Length 12 millimetres. 

Width 13-5 ,, 

Spiral angle 94®. 

Shell subglobular, wider than high. Spire com 2 )Osed of about 
five whorls, which are smooth, convex, and fairly marked off by the 

^ Since D’Orbigny {pp. cit. p. 362) quotes from the Statistique geologique de la 
Meuse, it is clear that the date, 1850, prefixed to vol. ii. of the Terrains Jiurassiques 
is incorrect. 
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suture. The body- whorl is greatly larger than the rest of the spire, 
and has the posterior area slightly flatted. Base solid and rather 
tumid. The aperture is oblique, and not sufficiently well preserved 
to show the indentation on the columella. 

Relations and Distribution, — This may be deemed one of tho 
representatives on a higher horizon of Monodonta (Nerita) Imignia, 
Sow. (Min. Conch, pi. 217, fig. 1), which was originally described 
from the Inferior Oolite of Dimdry. Except that tliis latter shell is 
slightly more Neritoid, and not quite so wide, tho differences are 
not very great. Doubtless such a form, with modifications, might 
be expected to run throughout tho Jurassic rocks. In Yorkshire 
this particular form is rare. 

41. — Turbo ljevis, Buvignier, 1852. PI. III. Fig. 6. 

Turbo Ircviis, Uuvig-nier, 1852, Statis. geol. de la Meuse, p. 37, pi. 26, 6gs. 29, 30. 

Bibliography, etc. — We have already seen that Turbo loevis, Buv., 
was regarded by D’Orbigny as being identical with his Turbo Erinns, 
but the proportions do not correspond. Buvignier’s T, Iccvis comes 
very near to Monodonta papilla, Hob. Sc Desk (Bull. Soc. Linn. 
Norm, tome v. p. 211, pi. iii. fig. 1), which fossil is recognized by 
De Loriol and Pellat (Jiirass. Supr, vol. i. p. 121, pi. ix. figs. 2e>, 
24) as occurring in the ^‘Sequanien ” of Boulogne. 

Description.^ Specimen from the Coral Bag of Hildcnley (Strick- 
land Collection). 

• • • 9 millimetres. 

Width 9 

Spiral auo-Ie 75'’. ” 

Shell subconical, globular, equally wide as high. The spire 
consists of about five whorls, smooth, convex, and distinctly separated 
by a suture. Body-whorl very large, globose, with a slight tendency 
to flattening of the posterior area. Base tumid. Aperture involved 
in matrix. 

Relations and Distribution. — The proportions of this unornamented 
Tio’fto separate it from the species last described, with which, how- 
ever, it may be deemed to share affinities in the original Monodonta 
(Nerita.) loevigata, Sowerby. Buvignicr’s type of T. Imvis is only 
two-thirds the size of the Yorkshire specimen now figured, but the 
proportions correspond exactly. It is stated to be common in the 
White Oolite of the Coral Kag of St.-Mihiel. 

In Yorkshire Turbo Icevis is sparingly distributed throughout the 
Coral Rag, and is, perhaps, the most usual of the three unornamented 
forms of Turbo, which have hitherto been lumped under the genex*al 
designation of Nerita leevigata, 

42.--TUUBO (Delphinula) funiculatus, Phillips, 1829. Plato 
III. Figs. 7a, b. 

Turbo funiculatus, Phillips, 1829, Geology of Yorkshire, vol. i. pi iv 11 
JJelphinula muricata, Puvignier, 1843, Mem. Soc. Verd. p. 243, pi. iv. fiff8.*31, 32. 
^dcm. Idem. 1852, Stat. gcol. de la Meuso, p. 35, pi, 32, fiijs. 

^ 19-21. > o 

?Delphinula muricata, Buv. De Loriol & Pellat, 1874, Jurass. Supr. de Boulogne, 

' p. 113, pi. ix. fig^s. 30-33. 

LiUoJrma^nkuhta, Phillips, 1876, G.T. 3rd edition, pp. 268, 325. 
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Bibliography, etc. — It is so rare to find a good specimen of this not 
very common fossil, that Phillips may be forgiven for his imperfect 
figure, whilst no blame can attach to Buvignier for not having 
recognized Phillips’ species. Indeed, there may be differences 
between the Yorkshire shell and that of the Meuse (magnified 
doubtless in figures), which would induce some to separate them 
specifically. Buvignier’s description tallies better than any of his 
figures. The shells figured by De Loriol from the S^qiianien of 
Boulogne may belong to this species. At the same time that author 
exercises a wise discretion in hesitating to connect his shells with 
the Turbo muricatus of Sowerby, seeing that this very abundant 
fossil has nothing in common with the genus Belphinula. The 
following extract from Buvignier (Stat. geol. de la Meuse, p. 35) 
bears upon this subject: 

“ M. d’Orbigny, qni n’admet pas de Littorines dans les terrains 
jurassiques, a probablement confondu cotte espece avec le Littorina 
muricoides, Desh., qu’on trouve dans le meme gissement, inais qui 
n’a ni la bouche entiere et circulaire, ni les tours disjoints qui font 
du D. muricata une des Dauphinules les niieux caracterises.” 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Kag of Broinpton (Strick- 
land Collection). 

Length 23 millimetres. 

Width 21 „ 

Spiral angle 75^. 

Shell turbinated, nearly as wide as long, umbilicated. The spire 
consists of about five whorls, which increase regularly and rapidly, 
and are very open, and separated by a broad suture. They are 
ornamented with very coarse scaly ribs arranged transversely ; on 
the penultimate these are five in number. Some of the ribs towards 
the posterior part of the body-whorl arc strongly muricated. The 
ribbing is continued of almost equal strength throughout the base 
of the shell, and the umbilicus is bordered by a band with rather 
stronger serrations. The aperture is perfectly circular, with a very 
thick peristome, which is free and with crenulated edges. Umbilicus 
well marked. 

Delations and Distribution. — Sir Charles Strickland’s shell, besides 
being in a better state of preservation, is larger than an average of 
Yorkshire specimens, which also vary slightly in ratio of length to 
width, and seldom have so deep an umbilicus. The relations of this 
species to other members of the genus DeIpJtinula are not veiy clear 
at present, and it would be difficult to point out its representatives 
in the English Jurassic rocks. Buvignier describes D. muricata as 
rare in the “ Oolithe ferrugineuse” above the Oxford Clay. In 
Yorkshire the corresponding form occurs chiefly in the Coral Rag of 
the Scarborough district, and in the base of the (Coralline Oolite at 
Pickering. I am not aware that it has been noted in other parts of 
England. 
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43. — Tukbo (Dklphinula) Pellati, De Loriol, 1874. Plate IIT. 

Figs. 8a, h. 

Delphinula Pellati^ De Loriol, 1874, De Loriol & Pellat, Jurass. Supr. de 
Boulogne, p. 115, pi. ix. figs. 34 and 36. 

Description. — Fragment from the Coral Pag of Langton Wold 
(niy Collection). 

The external portion of the whorl is strongly bicarinated, and 
widely umbilicated. The keels carry thick spinous projections, those 
of the posterior keel being the strongest; the intennediate space 
between the two keels is excavated. The base of the last whorl is 
penetrated by a great umbilicus, funnel-shaped and bounded by a 
smooth belt, below Avhich the sides of the excavation are marked by 
fine striae of growth. 

Delations and Distribution. — This fragment so well fits the very 
complete description given b^'^ De Loriol that there can be little 
doubt as to the identification. The original s]>ecimens wore obtained 
from the Sequanien of Boulogne. Althougli Buvignior has described 
and figured some half dozen species of Delphinula from tlio 
Corallian of the Meuse, none exactly fit this one. Since the 
Boulogne beds have not, as a whole, any strong affinity with the 
Corallian of lorkshire, this identification forms an interesting 
exception. The Yorkshire specimen is at present uniquef; it was 
found in one of the quarries on Langton Wold, where so many 
curious fossils have been discovered. It may be looked for in the 
Coral Rag of Upware. 

Genus Tkooiii s, Linna'us. 17d8. 

^ This genus is but poorly represented in the Corallian rocks of 
Yorkshire. The species are small in size and few in number ; yet 
even these have been overlooked, since Fhillips, in his lust edition, 
does not enumerate a single Trochus. On the other hand, Buvjgnier 
has described about fifteen species from the Coral Rag of the Meuse, 
ot which two or perhaps tliree may he apj^roxiinately identified in 
our beds, whilst one or two s 2 )ecies Lave not at jjrescnt been noted 
elsewhere. 

44~-Trochus obsoletus, Eccmer, 1836. Plate III. Fig. 9. 

TroeJms obaoletus, EajnuT, 1836, Ool. Geb. p. 151, pi xi. fi<r 5 

Trochus inornatuH, Buvignier, 1852, Stat. geol. de la Meuse" p. 37, pi. 26 23 

and 24. i » r. » 

— Specimen from the Passage-beds in the Lower 
Limestones at Wydale (my Collection). 

7-5 millimetres. 

Spiral angle 75° ^ * 

Shell conical, slightly oblique, not umbilicated. Whorls four or 
five m number, very regular, smooth and nearly flat, suture but 
slightly accentuated. Aperture broken away. 

Delations and Distrihution.^An average form, which probably 
occurs with slight modifications on several horizons. Buvio*nier’s 
specimens, which are rather larger, occur rarely in the ferruginous 
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Oolite of Viel St.-Remy, Quoted by De Loriol from the Sequanien 
of Boulogne. The Yorkshire specimen is one of the very few 
Univalves of the Lower Limestones, which are Oxfordian rather than 
Corallian. Most of the Univalves in these beds are rather dwarfed. 

45. — Tbochus aoutio ARINA, Buvignier, 1852. Plate III. Fig. 10. 

Trochm acuticarina, Buvignier, 1852, Stat. geol. de la Meuse, p. 38, pi. 25, figs. 

31 and 32. 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Kag of Yorkshire, probably 
from the Howardian Hills (Leckenby Collection). 

Length 15 millimetres. 

Width 13 ,, 

Spiral angle 66'*. 

Shell conical, trocliiform, but slightly oblique. Spire composed 
of five or six whorls, which increase with great regularity and 
without convexity. The posterior whorls of the specimen are so 
far injured, that no detailed description can be given ; the same 
remark applies to the base of the shell. Of those portions pre- 
served, a most characteristic feature is a very prominent keel at the 
base of each whorl ; this keel was probably serrated, but not deeply. 
Below the keel the suture is not very strongly defined, but there is 
a granulated line at the top of the succeeding whorl, followed by 
faint transverse lines, which are slightly decussated by fine longi- 
tudinal lines sloping from left to right. Thus the character of the 
whorl may be described as flat with very shallow sculpture, sud- 
denly curving upwards at the base into a very prominent keel. 

Relations and, Distribution. — The specimen in the Leckenby Col- 
lection is the only one k»H wn to have been found in Yorkshire. It 
answers fairly to Buvignier’s description of T. ncnticarina^ though 
it must be admitted that tho figures in the Stat. geol. de la Meuse 
are not very like tho one in the acconqjanying Plate (III. Fig. 10). 
But the Yorkshire specimen is very imperfect and much involved in 
matrix. Buvignier’s species is said to be common in the Coral Rag 
ot the Meuse ; it is not quoted from tho Sequanien of Boulogne nor 
by Brauns as occurring in North Germany. 

46. — Trochus guanularts, sp.n. Plate III. Figs. 11a, b . 

Description. — Specimen from the Corallian of Yorkshire (Leckenby 
Collection). 

Jk 8 millimetres. 

Width 8 

Spiral angle * 64 ®, 

Shell conical, trocliiform, nearly equilateral. Spire composed of 
few whorls, which are perfectly flat, scarcely separated by suture, 
and increase with great regularity. The ornaments consist of a 
number of close-set transverse costae, which are conspicuously granu- 
lated, the granulations being small, round and very equal. Tho 
body-whorl^ has four rows of such granulated costae, of which the 
lowest one is the most conspicuous, and is slightly grooved anteriorly. 
A his forms a prominent margin for the base of the shell, which is 
nearly flat and marked by fine spiral lines, which decussate with 
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equally fine lines of growth. No umbilicus : aperture involved in 
matrix. 

Relations and Distribution . — In ornamentation tliis very pretty 
species approaches Trochus echinatulus, Buvig. (op. at. p. 38, pi. 23, 
figs. 7 and 8), from the Upper Coral Rag of Dun, but Buvignier’s 
is a more elongated form. The Yorkshire specimen is unicjue at 
present. 

47. — Tkoohus Aytonensis, Blake and Hudleston, 1877. Plate III. 

Fig. 12. 

Trochus Aytonensis^ Blake and Iliidlt^ston, 1877, Quart. Jouni. Geol. Soe. vol. xxiii. 
j). 365, pi. xiv. 6i^. \d. 

Description. — Specimen from the small shell-bed in the base of the 
Coralline Oolite at Pickering (Leckenby Collection). 


Tjcn^th 0 miUimetros. 

Width of) ,, 


Spiral nn^le 60^ 

Shell conical, trochiforni, not uinhilicatccl. Spire composed of 
whorls which are flat, increase with great regularity, and are 
scarcely separated by the suture. Each whorl is ornamented with 
a nodular band at the base, and three rows of tubercles above. 
These tubercles are large, well cut, and drawn out transversely, so 
that each tubercle is oval rather than circular. The band at the 
base of the body-whorl forms a conspicuous prominence, and is worn 
nearly smooth. Base nearly flat ; no ornaments visible. 

Relations and Distribution. — From the previously described species 
the difference in the ornamentation clearly separates it. T. Ayton- 
ensis has affinities with T. eehinatulus, Buv., and also with T. cari- 
nellaris, Buv. (op. cit. p. 39, pi. 27, figs. 10 and 11). The type 
8i)ecimen, described by Blake and Hudleston, is from the Coral Rag 
of Ayton. Only three specimens are known at present. 

48. — Trochus, sp. Plate III. Fig. 13. 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Rag of Brompton (my 
Collection). 

Lpii'^th 7 millimetres. 

Width 7-5 

Spii-al angle 70“. 

Shell conical, trochiform, nearly equilateral, slightly wider than 
high. The spire is composed of few whorls, which are nearly flat, 
and ornamented by three rows of granulated costse, the anterior row 
being slightly bicarinated, so as to make a sort of fourth row. Base 
flat ; aperture subquadrate. 

The specimen has suffered to a certain extent from exposure, so 
that the character of the ornaments is somewhat indistinct. Enough 
however remains to show that it cannot be referred to any of the 
species previously described. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATE HI. 

Fig. 1. Neritopsis decussata, Munster. Coral Hag of North Grimston. 

Strickland Collection. x 1^. 

,, 2a &. b. Neritopsis Moreauana, D’Orbignv. Coral Bag of Brompton. 

Strickland Collection. Back and front, x l .v. 
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Fig. Za & b. Hebert and Deslongchamps. Coral Eag probably 

of Seamer or Ayton. Strickland Collection. Back and front. 
X IJ. 

,, 3c. Idem. Leckenby Collection. Natural size. 

,, 4ta k, h. Turbo corallemis^ Buvij^nier. Coral Eag of Ayton. My 

Collection. Front and back, x 2. 

„ ba & b. Turbo Kriuus^ D’Orbigny. Coral Eag of North Griraston. 

Strickland Collection. Back and front, x 2. 

,, 6. Turbo hriHg, Bnvignier. Coral Eag of Hildenley. Strickland 

Collection. Back and front, x 2. 

,, la kb. Turbo {DeJ phimila) funiculatu.s, Phillips. Coral Eag of Brompton. 

Strickland Collection. Bac^k and front, x H. 

,, Sa k b. Turbo {Ihd phhuila) DcLoriol. (yoral Eag of Langton Wold. 

My Collection. Fragment, back and front. x 
„ 9. Troehug olmdetuii^\Liv\\\KiY. Passage -beds of the l.ower Limestones. 

My Colbiction. x 2. 

,, 10. Tnu'huH n<‘uiuxlrina^}^^xs\^m('x. Corallian of Yorkshire. Leckenby 

C()llecti(fu. X 2 . 

,, 11a k h. I'rorJtus (jranulnris^ sp.n. Corallian of Yorkshire. Leckenby 

Collection. Back and base. x 2. 

„ 1-2. Trorhus AptonrHms^ Blake and Ilndleston. Base of Coralline 

Oolih', I'ickering. Lt^ckenby (Collection, x 2. 

,, 13. Trochug^ sp. Coral Eag of Brompton. My Collection. Natural 

size. 

(7b be continued in our next. Humber.') 

II. — On a Cask in which vakious m.\ssive Crystalline Eocks 
INCLUDING Soda-Granite, Quaktz-Diorite, Norite, Horn- 
BLENDITK, PyROXENITE, AND DIFFERENT ChRYSOLITIO KoCKS, 
WERE MADE THROUGH MeTAMORPUIO AgENCIES IN ONE MeTA- 
MORPHic Process. 

By Prof. James D. Dava, LL.D., A.M., For. Memb. Geol. Soc. Loud., 
of Yale College, New Haven, Ct., U.S.A.^ 

T he hornblendic and associated rocks referred to in the above title 
cover a large part of the township of Cortland — the north-western 
of Westchester County, New York — between Croton River on the south 
and the parallel of Peekskill on the north, an area of about 25 square 
miles. They differ widely from the ordinary rocks of the county, 
and may well be designated the Cortland series. In fact, a series so 
remarkable in constitution, so diversified in kinds, and so full of 
geological interest, is seldom found together within so small an area 
anywhere on the globe. They reach the banks of the Hudson just 
south of the Peekskill railroad station, and at several points beyond ; 
yet considerable portions of the shore region are occupied by narrow 
strips of common kinds of mica schist and gneiss, and occasionally 
limestone. Leaving Peekskill by South street, near the river, the 
first ledges (6, on the following map) consist of one of the rocks of 
the series ; and to the eastward of the village, on the road leading 
south-east, only half a mile from the Academy grounds (adjoining 

^ This article is one of a series by Prof. Dana on tlie Limestone belts and associated 
rocks of Westchester County, New York, published in the Araejrican Journal of 
Science, volume 20. Westchester County is the Southern County of Eastern New 
York. The Hudson Eiver bounds it on the west, and New York Island — the site of 
New York City — on the south. Its rocks are, with small exceptions, ordinary 
gneisses, mica schists, and crystalline limestone. 
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which, on the street north, an evenlj-bedded mica-schist of the 
limestone series outcrops), the same rocks occur. 

South of Yerplanck they extend to the Hudson, and are the rocks 
of Montrose Point and the northern portion of CVuger’s Point. 
Just here the river beco^pes narrowed to one-third of its width 
through the pi*ojeotion of these points and of an ecpially prominent 
headland called Stony Point on the opposite side. This isolated 
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east-and-west ridge consists of rocks related to those of Montrose 
and Cruger’s Points, and there is little doubt that it was once con- 
nected with the Montrose region. It is the only locality of the rocks 
yet observed on the western side of the Hudson. 

The accompanying map of the western jiortion of the town of 
Cortland, between Peekskill and Cruger’s, together with the Hudson 
Piver adjoining, contains the places here referred to. Its scale is an 
inch to a mile. 

The occurrence of limestone areas in close proximity to the rocks 
of the Cortland series is a fact of special interest, as is shown 
beyond. These areas on the maps are those horizontally lined. 

A brief description of the prominent varieties or kinds of these 
Cortland rooks will prepare the way for a discussion of their 
relation to the other rocks of Westchester County. 

A . Kinds of Rocks. 

The more prominent peculiarities in the constitution of these rocks 
(as learned by the aid of thin slices and microscopic examination) 
are as follows : 

1. The felspars are chiefly triclinic species, or soda-lime felspars, 
though some orthoclase (potash-felspar) is also often present. 
They are therefore distinctively what many would call plagioclase ” 
rocks. 

2. One or more of the minerals of the Amphibole group — horn- 
blende, hypersthene, augite — are present in a large part of the rocks ; 
of these, hypersthene is the most widely distributed. Its crystals, 
which are sometimes quite perfect, have the form of the augite 
common in volcanic rocks except that they are not oblique ; they were 
ascertained to be true hypersthene through optical methods by Dr. 
G. W. Hawes. 

3. Black mica or biotite is usually present, and sometimes abun- 
dantly, and in some of the kinds replaces wholly, or nearly so, the 
iron-bearing amphibole minerals. 

4. Quartz is not a prominent ingredient, and in general is only 
sparingly present. 

5. Chrysolite is a characteristic ingredient of some of the common 
kinds. 

6. Apatite exists in microscopic and sometimes visible crystals in 
all the varieties ; the largest crystal observed has a length of half 
an inch and diameter of a sixteenth. Magnetite is present in grains, 
and sometimes constitutes beds. Pyrrliotite also is disseminated 
through most of the rocks. 

These crystalline rocks are commonly massive, that is, without 
bedding. They are everywhere jointed, and for this reason the 
ledges are generally piles of large and small blocks. In most 
places they undergo easy decomposition, making a grey or iron -red 
soil around ; and, as the joints give access to water, the outer blocks 
in the pile have often become reduced to rounded and half-detached 
masses. 

The rocks may be divided, for the convenience of the stratigraphic 
discussion beyond, into (1) the non-chrysolitic, and (2) the chrysolitic. 
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The former include four groups, based on the iron-bearing silicate 
prominent in the kinds; (A) the liornhleyidic \ (P>) \]io Hyper sllienic ; 
(C) the Angitic ; and (D) the Micaceous or Biotitic ; but the groups 
pass into one another by intermediate varieties. The chrysolite- 
bearing kinds are either (E) hornhlendic, or (F) augitic, or (G) 
chiefly chrysolite; but here again intermediate kinds occur. 

In the following descriptions I have confined myself to noting 
only the prominent distinctions so far as necessary to the strati- 
graphical discussion bej^ond.^ 

A. The Jlornhleudic. — ^J'he common hornldendic rock resembles 
syenite, but contains little orlhoclase and much triclinic felspar. 
The hitter is mostly of the species oligoclase, according to an optical 
measurement on cleavage slices. In addition, quartz is rather 
sparingly present, llie rock contains more or less black mica and 
sometimes much of it ; and as the mica increases at the expense of 
the hornblende, the rock passes into soda-granite (mentioned beyond). 
The quartz-diorite has the same relation to soda* granite that quartz 
syenite Ijas to 2)otash or common granite. Garnets are rare. The 
rock is often a very coarsely crystallized rock (Aa), having the horn- 
blende crystals large, one-fourth to one-half an inch being a common 
size, and an inch and larger also common ; and not unfrequently the 
black crystals are as large as the lingers, and occasionally six to 
eight inches long. A fine-grained variety (Ah) has a blackish 
colour; and this variety is sometimes jioridiyritic (Ac), 'J’he 
micaceous is another common variety (Ad), Another kind (Ae) is 
exceedingly fine-grained, and consists of minute grains of horn- 
blende along with similar fels])ar grains, which are partly ortho- 
clase ; it looks much like hornblende schist, and in some jilaces is 
schistose. It sometimes contains an occasional crystal of hyper- 
sthene. Another rock of the region is hornblendite, consisting almost 
wdiolly of hornblende. One variety (Af) is made uj) of coarsely 
crystallized black hornblende; another (Ag) of grey hornblende 
along with an asbestiform mineral. The black hornblendite 
graduates into diorite ; and again, it is often chrysolitic. 

B. The Hypersthenic, — The ty2)ical rock of this division (Ba) is 
the most widesjjread of the Cortland series. It consists of triclinic 
felspars (and, according to some trials, yet incomplete, by Dr. 
Hawes, oligoclase is the most abundant), hy^^ersthene in grains or 
quite small crystals, with frequently more or less biotite, and often 
some orthoclase. There are also present some magnetite and ajiatite, 
frequently traces of quartz, and generally some augite or hornblende. 
In mineral constitution it approaches one of the kinds of rock that 
have been called both norite and hypersthenite or hyperite. The 
name norite is here given it provisionally. It, however, looks more 
like a coarsish dolerite or diabase than like other hypersthene rocks. 

The norite has commonly a dingy brownish-red colour on a 
surface of fracture, owing to the smoky-red colour of the felspar, 
but varies from this to pale grey on one side and blackish-grey 

A detailed study of the rocks of the Cortland rcj^ion has already been begun, at 
my suggestion, by the accomplished lithologist, Dr. G. W. Hawes. 
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on the other. It occurs along the railroad between Peekskill and 
Montrose station, and over the most of the town of Cortland east of 
this line, and to some extent west. 

This rock passes into a felspathic kind (Bh), consisting almost 
wholly of the felspars; and into a micaceous kind {Be) containing 
very much black mica with little hypers thene — a very common 
variety, often occurring close alongside of the ordinary norite. 

Although the norite is generally a massive rock, it is occasionally 
distinctly gneissic in structure, and sometimes contains a few garnets. 
The schistose variety usually abounds in black mica, or contains 
more (piartz than other varieties, and sometimes more orthoclase. 

C. The Augitic. — True augitic rocks are less common than hyper- 
stheno rocks, although augite is present in most of the massive rocks 
of the Cortland region. The chief kind {Ca) is pyroxenite — con- 
sisting mainly of pyroxene or augite, with sometimes a little horn- 
blende ; it varies from a very coarse rock with the augite crystals 
half an inch across, to a fine granular kind. A greenish-grey 
granular variety occurs on Stony Point in its chrysolitic region. 
Another kind {Ch) contains much triclinic felspar with the augite, 
and is here called angite-uoriteJ A local variety ( 6'c), related to 
the last, is light-grey in colour and smooth in fracture ; it has 
a whitish felspathic base, seemingly almost felsitic, speckled with 
small spots or points of dark grey-green aiigite, and only traces of 
mica. The felspar in this variety, as slices show, is actually in 
fine crystalline grains; almost all of it is trielinic, as in other 
varieties. Chrysolitic kinds are mentioned beyond. 

D. The Micaceous. — llie micaceous rocks are of two prominent 
kinds. One {Da) is like a coarse granite in aspect; but its fels- 
pathic portion is chiefly trielinic, and quartz is sparingly present. 
It is characteristically a soda-lime granite, although containing some 
orthoclase, and it is a nearly quartzless variety of it. The mica is 
almost solely biotite or black mica. It is called beyond soda-granite. 
Some hornblende or augite is usually present ; and apatite is 
common in small or minute disseminated crystals. It is sometimes 
sparingly gariietiferous. Good examples of this rock occur west of 
Cruger’s railroad station above the brick yards ; and also at Stony 
Point, where it is the prominent rock. At the former locality it 
graduates into the quartz-diorite ; and at several })lace8 the coarsest 
of the diorite is found within a few yards of the typical soda-granite. 

Another kind {Db) is a fine-grained black rock, often small- 
porphyritic. It owes ils colour and texture to its having black mica 
in fine scales as its chief constituent. Like the preceding, it contains 
little quartz, and the felspar is almost wholly trielinic. Hornblende 
and augite are sparingly present. The rock is therefore a micaceous 
variety of the soda-granite. But, though ordinarily massive, it 
sometimes has distinct indications of bedding. The rock is most 
common in the vicinity of limestone belts. It occurs at Centerville, 

' This rock looks like the norite, but contains augite in })lace of hypersthene. If 
its felspar is chiefly labradorite (a point yet in doubt) , it does not dilfer in mineral 
constitution from dolerite or diabase, or a prominent part of the so-called gabbro. 
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east of limestone No. 4 (see map), and also north of this limestone 
in tlie field west of the road, where it is conformable with the 
limestone. 

E. The ChrysoUtic Bochs . — The chrysolitio rooks of the region 
have no resemblance in aspect to ordinary chrysolitic volcanic or 
igneous rocks. The kinds are (1) chrysolitic hornhlendite, (2) chryso- 
litic pyroxenite, (3) chrysolitic norite; and these graduate not only 
together, but also into a rock, in which chrysolite is the chief con- 
stituent. They are black or brownish-black rocks, and are mostly 
coarsely crystallized, the hornblende crystals being often an inch 
in length or breadth ; and the chrysolite is in grains of various 
irregular forms and sizes, distributed through these crystals as well 
as among them, and not in well-formed crystals. In general, they 
contain but little felspar, and this is triclinic ; and a variety inter- 
mediate between the hornblendite and pyroxenite is common. 
They contain occasionally black mica, but no quartz. The chrysolite 
is more or less altered, as is shown (when examined in thin slices) 
by the bordering and intersecting bands of magnetite and viridite, 
and in some cases it appears to be changed to serpentine.^ 

These rocks are largely exposed along the western half of the 
north side of Stony Point, west of the boat pier (the area is lettered 
z z' on the map), and over Montrose Point, as well as in its vicinity; 
at which places they are associated with norite and other rocks of 
the series. They also outcrop in eastern and southern Cortland. 
The most eastern locality observed is within half a mile of the 
eastern border of the town, near the middle of the three emery ” 
mines referred to beyond, and the most southerly, a short distance 
east of Croton, within half a mile of Croton Kiver. 

The chrysolitic rocks are the most decomposable of the series, 
and wherever the brown-black ledges are crumbling in an extra- 
ordinary way, and making a profusion of brown sand or brown or 
red earth, the presence of chrysolite may be suspected. 

F. Iron and Emery Mines . — This Cortland region has its mines of 
magnetite, some of which are also mines of emery. The containing 
rook is either norite, diorite, or soda-granite, and even chrysolitic 
rocks are sometimes near by. The iron ore has been found at 
several points within a mile north and north-east of Cruger’s, and 
also three or four miles distant in the eastern part of the township 
of Cortland ; but the amount appears to be small, and no workings 
have yet proved profitable. The ore is commonly very chloritio, 
and contains less magnetite than the appearance and weight seem to 
indicate. 

At a mine three-fourths of a mile north of Cruger’s (at a, on 

' These chrysolitic rocks usually have, on a fresh fracture, the cleavage surfaces of 
the hornblende or augite spotted with chrysolite ; but the presence of chrysolite, 
however abundant, ca^ot be made certain without slicing for microscopic examina- 
tion, since the chrysolite is slightly altered externally, and such spots on hornblende 
crystals may be due to small irab^ded crystals of augite. If the cleavage of the 
hornblende has an unbroken surface, it is probable that the rocks contain no chryso- 
lite. The hornblendite has much stronger lustre than the pyroxenite. 
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the map), the including rock is a dark reddish-brown norite. 
Tlie ore contains much chlorite, as shown by the grey-green tinge of 
its powder, and the green colour of transmitted light when in very 
thin slices. With it there are also garnet and some fibrolite in 
minute short needles. South-east of this locality (at v and w on the 
mai^) other openings have been made. Thin magnetite beds occur 
also on Cruger’s Point, in the soda-granite and quartz-diorite, half 
a mile west of the railroad station. The material is fine-grained, 
nearly black in colour, chloritic like the preceding, and is usually 
associated with black mica. These beds are the subject of special 
descriptions beyond. 

Among the localities in eastern Cortland, three are situated in a 
ridge or mountain running northward from Colabaugh Pond. One 
is at the southern end of the ridge, just north of the pond : another, 
near the road crossing it, about a mile fartlier north ; and the third, 
at the north end of the ridge, nearly three miles from the pond, 
B(uith of “ Summer Hill.” The magnetite, at each of these places, 
contains some disseminated corundum, making it a serviceable 
emery, and two of these mines have been worked for the einerj' ; 
much of it also is chloritic. Fibrolite in small needles and divergent 
tufts is found with tlie ore at each localit 3 ^ 

. {To he continued in our next Number.) 

HI. — Thk Glaciation of the Shetland Isles. 

By B. N. Peach, F.G.S., aiul J. IIorxe, F.G.S., 
of the Geological Survey of Scotland. 

Beply to Mr. Milne Home’s I’residential Address before the Edinburgh Geological 
Society, May, 1880. 

I N his valedictory address as President of the Edinburgh Geo- 
logical Society, at the close of the session 1879-80,^ Mr. 
Milne Home reviewed our recent paper on “ The Glaciation of the 
Shetland Isles.” * In his address he not only called in question our 
conclusions regarding the direction of the glaciation of these islands, 
but likewise referred to the discordance between the observations of 
Mr. C. W. Poach and ourselves. As much of this adverse criticism 
is based on a misconception of the real nature of the evidence bear- 
ing on the question, Ave are anxious to reply^ to some of the points 
in the address which might mislead those who are unacquainted with 
the subject. 

In our paper we endeavoured to show that there were at least two 
periods of glaciation in these islands ; the one being coincident with 
the climax of the Ice age, during which the islands Avere buried 
underneath the Scandinavian mer de glace, while the other was 
characterized by local glaciers which radiated from the high grounds 
in the ordinary wixy. We stated as the result of a careful examina- 

^ Trans. Edin. Geol. Soc. vol. iii. part 3, p 357. 

® Quart. Journ. Gool. Soc. vol. xxxv. p. 778. 
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tion of the striated surfaces, and specially of the dispersal of the stones 
in the Bouldcr-clay, that, during the primary glaciation^ the Scandi- 
navian ice-sheet abutted on the eastern seaboard of Shetland witli a 
W.S.W. and S.W. trend, and after reaching the crest of the Main- 
land, it swung round to the N.W. and N.N.W. 

With reference to this statement, Mr. Milne Horne makes the 
following remark : “ Even on the east coast of the Shetlands, where 
the striations should show aN.E. direction, there is no uniformity in 
that direction. Near the south end of the group, viz. at Bressay 
and T^erwick, as the arrows on the map show, the direction of the 
striae is not from N.E. to S.W., but from N.W. to S.E.” 

No reference is made in the foregoing sentence to the fact that the 
south-easterly stria 3 at Lerwick and at certain localities in Bressay 
belong to the period of local glaciation. Neither is any allusion 
made to the existence of cross-hatches along the shore at Lerwick ; 
the older markings running S.W., and the newer ones S. 40^^ E. 
Moreover, we distinctly pointed out in our ])aper, that the south- 
westerly movement of the ice-sheet during the ])rimary glaciation in 
the Lerwick and Quarfl’ districts is placed beyond doubt, by the occur- 
rence of striated blocks of Old Bed Sandstone grits and flags in the 
Boulder-clay on the west side of the island near Quarfl*. On the 
other hand, we indicated that the presence of striated fragments of 
schists and slates from the Cliff Hills, in morainic deposits in the 
neighbourhood of Lerwick, points to a local radiation of the ice 
which was only powerful enough to invade the north-western part of 
the island of Bressay. 

Kegarding the direction of the ice-flow in Unst, Mr. ]\Iilne Home 
says : “ Also at the north end of the group of islands, viz. in Unst, 
though the authors of the paper represent by contour lines, an d also 
by the text, the direction of the movement to have been from N.E. 
to S.W., considerable doubt must be felt on that point because of 
the contrary testimony of Mr. C. W. Peach, as given in the British 
Association Keports for 1864. Mr. Peach states ‘ that ruts and 
striae fell under his notice in North Unst, on the cliff at Hagdale in 
Haroldsnick Bay ; the direction being nearl}’^ W.N.W. and E.S.E.* 
Mr. Peach says Hhat in ascending the Muckle Heog Hill, which 
reaches a height of at least 500 feet, he found the W.N.W. end 
vertical and polished, to the depth of 150 feet.’ ” 

The discrepancy between the observations of Mr. C. W. Peach 
and ourselves may be best explained by quoting from a letter dated 
November, 1880, which he has kindly forwarded to us, and 
which he has permitted us to use in our reply to this address. “ I 
send you a copy of my paper on Shetland, read before the Royal 
Physical Society, Edinburgh, in which I stated that the strise on the 
Muckle Heog, Unst, ran nearly W.N.W. and E.S.E. In the closing 
sentence of that paper I also stated that all the bearings are by 
compass, no allowance having been made for variation. This 
should be taken into consideration and the deviation allowed for as 
far as Shetland is concerned. Since I wrote that paper, having seen 
much more of the glaciation of Scotland and thought more about it, 
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I have seen cause to alter my opinion as to the direction of the 
drift over Shetland, viz. the opposite of what I inferred in my paper 
to the Royal Physical Society. At the time I wrote (18G4), I was 
much puzzled, when exarniuinp^ the Boulder-clay near Hammer in 
Balta Sound, to find mingled with the striated stones of serpentine, 
numerous striated stones of gabbro from Balta Island ; and then at 
the haunted burn of Watlea, where the black shales are exposed and 
in which lies the Boulder-clay containing smoothed and striated 
stones of serpentine in abundance, when beyond the Skaw to 
Saxaford Hill I met with no trace of serpentine or gabbro stones, 
although I searched rather carefully. I now feel quite satisfied, 
that although I noticed the bearing of the striae right, I was wrong 
as to the direction the drift came from. At that time I was full of 
dredging matters, and my mind ran so much after Hydrozoa, 
Polyzoa, Crustacea, Mollusca. etc., that I had little time for examin- 
ing the glaciation of the islands, and hence the oversight and neglect 
of the warnings of Ilamnier and Watlea, for which I am sorry.’' 

The candid admissions contained in this letter enable us to 
account for the discordance between the recorded observations of 
Mr. C. W. Peach, in and ourselves. We visited the locality at 

Hagdale, referred to by Mr. Peach, sen., and confirmed the accuracy 
of his observations so far as the magnetic readings are concerned. 
When due allowance is made for the magnetic deviation, the true 
direction of the ice-flow at Hagdale is nearly E. and W., as noted by 
us. Along the eastern seaboard of Unst, however, the strijie vary 
from W. to W. 80° S. ; the westerly trend being more prevalent in the 
northern part of the island. From the foregoing letter it is also 
evident that Mr. 0. W. Peach had observed certain facts connected 
with the dispersal of the stones in the Boulder-clay which un- 
questionably poiiit to the westerly movement of the ice. He noted 
the occurrence of gabbro stones from Balta Island in the Boulder- 
clay at Hammer, and striated 8er})entine fragments in tlie Boulder- 
clay at Loch Watlea to the west of the serpentine area. These facts 
are not referred to in any of the papers which he wrote on the subject 
at that time, doubtless for the simple reason that they are inexpli- 
cable on the hypothesis which he then adopted of an ice-movement 
from the W.N.W. and N.W. Had he found time, in the midst of 
his dredging operations, to traverse the western shore of Unst, 
between Woodwick and Belmont, he would have met with still more 
convincing proofs of this westerly movement in the presence of 
serpentine and gabbro stones in the Boulder-clay, which must have 
been carried across the water-shed. Indeed, so abundant are these 
striated fragments in this deposit on the west coast, that it is im- 
possible to escape the conclusion, that the ice must have crossed 
Unst from the North Sea to the Atlantic. 

Jn 1868, Mr. C. W. Peach informed Dr. Croll ^ that a minute 
examination of the shelly Boulder-clay of Caithness, continued for 
several years, had led him to the conclusion that the ice must have 


1 Geol. Mag. 1870, p. 212. 
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crossed the low grounds of that country from the S.E. towards the 
N.W. His faith in the north-westerly movement in Unst seems 
then to have wavered, but no subsequent opportunity was afforded 
him of re-visiting Shetland to examine the evidence anew. 

To quote further from the address : “ Mr. Peach is a geologist of 
such experience and strict accuracy that observations by him need no 
corroboration ; but Professor Geikie, in an article in ‘ Nature,’ of 
17th September, 1877, refers to the foregoing report by Mr. Peach, 
and says that from his own observations he can speak confidently as 
to tlie correctness of Mr. Peach’s determinations.” In the article 
referred to, Professor Geikie confirms Mr. Peach’s determinations 
only with reference to the occurrence of abundant striated rook 
surfaces, and Boulder-cla 3 ^s with striated stones, in the Shetland 
islands, the existence of which had been doubted bj" S. Laing, Esej , 
M.P. He carefully avoids expressing any opinion regarding the 
direction of glaciation of these islands, and so far as we are aware he 
has never published any opinion on this question. 

Mr. Milne Home further says : ‘‘ "With regard to the west coast of 
the islands, where the markings are N.\Y. and S.E., the authors 
state that these indicate a movement from the S.E. Put the nature 
of the evidence to show that the movement was from the S.E. and 
not from the N.W. is not given.” 

We are at a loss to understand how any one who has attentiv’^ely 
read our description of the Poulder-clay sections, could })ossibly 
conclude that the nature of the evidence for the north-west move- 
ment on the w^est side of the Mainland is not given. We described 
with considerable minuteness a series of Boulder-clay sections^ ex- 
tending across Northmavine from Ollaberiy by Hillswick, Braewick. 
Tan wick, to the Grind of the Navir and similar sections along the banks 
of Koeness Voe. On referring to the map accompanying our paper, it 
will be seen that the lithological varieties of the rock-masses along 
these lines of section are so distinct as to render it an easy matter 
to determine the direction of the ice-movement, from the dispersal of 
the stones in the Boulder-clay. We distinctly indicated that the ice- 
carr\^ between the diorite area east of Hillswick and the cliffs north 
of the Grind of the Navir was towardn the north-west We pointed 
out that the quartz-felsite and granitic area was invaded by the 
diorite stones, and the area occupied by the contemporaneous ])()r- 
phy rites and tuffs was invaded by the diorite and quartz-felsite 
stones ; the relative ingredients diminishing in number in proportion 
to the distance from their parent source. Furthermore, in the 
peninsular tract which lies to the west of Weesdale, we stated that 
corroborative evidence is obtained of this north-westerly movement 
on the west side of the Mainland. To the east of the north and south 
bounding fault which crosses the peninsula from Aiths Voe to 
Bixetter and Selie Voes, no trace of the altered Old Ked Sandstone 
rocks are to be found, either in the Boulder-clay or on the surface, 
while numerous blocks of the epidotio syenite and the associated 


^ Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxxv. p. 796, et seq. 
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gneisses and schists are met with to the west of the fault. And so 
also in the island of Papa Stour numerous striated blocks of the 
altered Old lied rocks from Sandness Hill are commingled in the 
moraine ^rofonde with fragments of the local porphyry and contem- 
poraneous diabase porphyrites, while in the neighbourhood of Melby 
the Boulder-clay sections may be searched in vain for blocks derived 
from Papa Stour. It requires only a moment’s reflection to see that 
the phenomena would have been precisely the reverse of what we have 
just described, had the ice-movement been from the north-west, as 
Mr. Milne Home imagines. Indeed, as we stated in our paper, “ the 
evidence obtained from the Boulder-clay along these lines of section 
completely refutes the theory that these north-westerly striae 
could have been produced by ice coming from the North Atlantic.” 

Mr. Milne Home concludes his review by stating that “ the authors 
of this paper, besides maintaining that the Shetlands were glaciated 
by a mer de glace from Scandinavia, have gone so far as to suggest 
that the whole of Scotland underwent a glacial invasion from the 
same quarter ; and they give reasons for this opinion which are not 
very intelligible.” 

The only ground for this statement is the following sentence in 
the conclusion of our paper : The land-ice which glaciated Scotland 
could only have come from Scandinavia, as the striated surfaces clearly 
l^oint in that direction.” Owing to an unfortunate printer’s error, for 
which we are sorry, the word Scotland in the foregoing sentence has 
been substitufed for Shetland ; an error which is self-evident to 
any ordinary reader after a careful perusal of the context. We <lo 
not believe that any part of Scotland was ever over-ridden b}^ the 
Scandinavian mer de glace ; indeed, there is not the slightest evidence 
in support of such an hypothesis. So far from this being the case, we 
have advanced sufficient evidence to prove that the Scotch ice-sheet 
must have spread far enough over the floor of the North Sea as to 
over-ride the Orkney Islands.^ 

We have now disposed of the various points in this address which 
are likely to mislead the general reader. We have spent our annual 
holidays for four years in working out the glacial phenomena of 
Shetland, Orkney and Caithness, with a view to determine the 
question of the extension of the ice in the North Sea during the 
Glacial period. In the course of these traverses we have amassed 
a great amount of detailed evidence, which cannot readily be in- 
corporated in the pages of a scientific publication like the Quarterly 
Journal of the Geological Society. We have had to content our- 
selves with merely summarizing the evidence. We can only state, 
however, that our repeated traverses have left no escape from the 
conclusion, that during the climax of the Glacial period^ the direction 
of the ice-movement in Shetland, Orkney, and Caithness was from the 
North Sea and the Moray Firth towards the Atlantic. 


^ Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxxvi. p. 648. 
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IV. — Notes on a Collection op Bivalved Entosjostraoa and 
OTHER MiCROZOA PROM THE UpPER - SiLURIAN STRATA OF THE 
Shropshire District. 

By J. Smith, Esq., of Kilwinning. 

With a Provisional List of Species, by Prof. T. Bupert Jones, F.R.S., 
President Geol. Assoc. 

Introduction. 

T\K. HAKVEY B. HOLL, F.G.S., has obtained many very perfect 
.1 / Silurian Entoinostraca, and the late Lieutenant Henry Adrian 
Wyatt-Edgell got some good specimens from the Border Counties ; 
and indeed Dr. Holl made an extensive and valuable collection 
from the limestones and shales of the neighbourhood of Malvern ; 
nor has his collection been fully described and illustrated as yet, 
although several selected forms have been published in the Annnls 
of Natural History,” for December, 1865, and March, 1869. The 
remarkably rich collection of Silurian Entoinostraca, however, 
brought together by Mr. J. Smith, of Kilwinning, contains some of 
the finest specimens yet seen ; and the following notes on the places 
where they were obtained, and a list of the species (althougli 
provisional only, and not fully worked out), must be of interest, and 
})robably of some practical value both to the geologists of Shropshire 
and to palaeontologists in general. — T. K. Jones. 

I. — Method of Preparation and Search, 

The plan taken in searching the following localities for Entomo- 
straca and other Microzoa was to collect on the shale-banks, where 
that material was thoroughly decomposed, in natural sections and 
old quarries, always lifting some of the larger fossils along with the 
decomposed shale. After collecting ten or twelve pounds weight of 
the shale, all over the spoil-banks or the section, so as to get a fair 
average sample, it was put into a small riddle, with i unAi mesh, 
and washed in the nearest water into a buckram bag, three feet long 
by ten inches wnde, the larger fossils remaining in the riddle. The 
shale was then further washed in the bag until most of the fine mud 
(decomposed shale) had floated away through the meshes of the 
buckram. After taking this home (reduced now in weight to a few 
ounces), it was first dried, then boiled in water for half an hour, and 
then washed in a basin, clean water being added until all the fine 
mud had floated away. In the process of washing, care was taken 
only to pour the water on the shale, never to rub it with the hands, 
as this treatment is sure to break delicate fossils, such as Sponge- 
spicules, Conodonts, etc. The washed material, having been dried, 
was successively passed through four fine sieves, from iVth to i,\rth 
of an inch in the mesh, l^he coarser material was searched with the 
naked eye, and the finer under the microscope. 

II. — The Localities of the Upper- Silurian Entomostraca and other 

Microzoa, 

1. Walsall.— This gathering was taken at Blue Holes, near the 
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■Rushall Canal. It turned out rather poor, only a few Brachiopods 
having been got besides the Eniomostraca mentioned in the list. 

One species of Entomostraca, 

2. Sedgley. — Wenlock-Limestone Shale. This fine yellowish 
shale yielded several species of small Brachiopods, some fragments 
of Crinoids and Polyzoa, but was by no means rich in Microzoa. 

Two species of Entomostraca. 

3. The Wren’s Nest, near Dudley. — The gathering of shale 
from this locality was particularly rich in small Brachiopods. 
Fragments of Crinoids were not uncommon. A few pieces of 
Polyzoa and some Spirorhes turned up. 

Three or four species of EJntomostraca. 

4. Dudley-Castle Grounds. — This gathering contained a number 
of small Brachiopods, and fragments of Crinoids, Polyzoa, and 
Tentaculites. 

I’hree species of Entomostraca. 

5. Dudley-Titnnel Debris. — The Microzoa in this lot were 
mostly small Brachiopods. This is a good locality for the collector 
of the larger Silurian fossils, if he likes to dig into the shale-heaps. 
We have seen splendid specimens of Corals, etc., from this place 
such as the Chain, Pipe, Honey-comb, Sun, and other Corals. 

Four species of Entomostraca. 

G. Kailway-Cutting, Coalbrookdale. — This gathering, a fine 
yellowish shale, was exceedingly rich in Microzoa, including an 
abundance of Entomostraca. Small Brachi()])ods were plentiful, 
Crinoids common (more than 30 small “ heads ” turned up), several 
specimens of small rugose Corals and Polyzoa. Fragments of the 
eyes of Trilobites, showing both the inside and outside of the facets, 
were not uncommon. Small specimens of Tentaculites were 
frequent. 

'J’hreo or four species of Entomostraca. 

7. Kailway-cutting by the side of the Severn near Iron- 
bridge. — This section is exposed in the railway-cutting on the west 
side of the river, nearly opposite the Swan Hotel. The shale in 
the cutting lies about 150 feet below the Benthall-Edge Limestone 
(Wenlock). It is richer in Entomostraca than any other Silurian shale 
which 1 have examined. As usual, small Brachiopods are common. 
Kemains of Crinoids and Polyzoa not unfrequent. 

Eighteen or more species of Entomostraca. 

8. Benthall Edge. — This picturesque locality should not fail to 
be visited by the student of Silurian Palaeontology. Here abundance 
of the larger Silurian fossils are always to be obtained. Corals, 
Brachiopods, and Gasteropoda are common ; and good Trilobites 
sometimes turn up to the diligent searcher. With the Microzoa 
the Brachiopods, as usual, predominate. Crinoidal remains are 
frequent. Some small Gasteropoda and a few Spirorhes occurred 
in tliis gathering. 

Four species of Entomostraca. 

9. Lincoln Hill. — This locality is exactly behind the Swan Hotel, 
Ironbridge. Small Brachiopods and Crinoids are frequent. A few 
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Polyzoa and a large number of Spirorhcs were found in this lot. 
Several small rugose Corals also were got. 

Five or six species of Entomostraca. 

10. Gleedox Hill.— Fine yellowish shale, in a quarry by side of 
the railway, between Build was and Mnch-Wenlock. Small Biachio- 
pods and Crinoids frequent ; PoJyzoa rare. 

One species of Entomostraca, 

11. Railway-cutting nkau Much-Wenlock. — This section is 
about a mile N.E. from Much-AV’^enlock Station. Fine yellowisli 
shale. Small Brachiopods are common in this shale. A few 
Spirorhes and some fragments of Polyzoa turned up. 

Five species of Entomostraca, 

12. Eskam-Engham. — This locality is about two miles west from 
Newent. Fine yellowish shale in an old quarry. Contains frequent 
Brachioijods, Polyzoa, and Crinoid remains. 

One species of Entomostraca, 

13. Woolhope.— Small quarry on the Ledbury Road, about one 
mile from Woolhope Inn. Fine bluish shale. Small Brachiopods 
common ; Crinoids frequent. A large number of beautiful frag- 
ments of Polyzoa were met with in this gathering. 

Ten or eleven species of Entomostraca, 

14. Dormington Wood. — Three miles S.W. from Stock-Edith 
Station. Fine bluish shale. 'I'he larger Silurian fossils abundant. 
Small Brachiopods and Crinoids frequent; with a few fragments of 
Polyzoa. 

Two species of Entomostraca, 

15. Stock-Say. — About two miles south of Craven Arms Station. 
Fine yellowish shale in an old quarry. Small Brachiopods abundant. 
Polyzoa, Crinoids, SpirorheSy and Tentacnlites frequent. 

Three species of Entomostraca. 

16. Malvern Tunnel. — 16a. Bed Shale. — This section is in the 
rail way -cut ting at the west end of Malvern Tunnel. Idie shale is 
not so fine-grained as any of the preceding. Small Brachiopods, 
Crinoids, and rugose Corals frequent. Minute Tentacnlites were 
common in this gathering. 

Three species of Entomostraca, 

16&. Blue Shale . — At the same place as the last, but rather nearer 
the mouth of the tunnel. Like the last, this shale is rather coarse- 
grained. Few minute fossils. 

Two species of Entomostraca, 

III. — Further Observations, 

In all the above-mentioned gatherings of shale, I failed to find 
even a single small specimen of either a Cephalopod or a Larnelli- 
branch ; and very few large ones belonging to these orders. 

Pearls (?). — In the shale at Sedgley, Woolhope, Dormington, 
Lincoln Hill, Benthall Edge, and Gleedon Hill, a number of 
minute spheroidal bodies occurred. Some are silvery white, some 
yellowish, and others of a dark-brown colour when viewed by re- 
flected light. All of them have a peculiar pearly lustre. One that had 
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been split through the middle shows a concentric laminated structure.^ 
On washing some of the rotted limestone from the Much-Wenlock 
quarries, I found these pearls (?) very abundant. 

Foraminifera (?). — Lagena-like bodies were got from the gatherings 
at Lincoln Hill, the Kail way-cutting by side of the Severn, Benthall 
Edge, Wool hope, and Donning ton. 

Conodonts . — At the Wren’s Nest, Dudley Tunnel, Benthall Edge, 
Lincoln Hill, Gleedon Hill, and Dormington Wood, a few Conodonts 
were found in the washed shale. Conodonts are very abundant in 
a rotted limestone (Upper-Silurian) near the Craven Arms. No 
Entomostraca were found in this rotted limestone. 

Sponge- spicules . — From the gatherings at the Wren’s Nest, 
Lincoln Hill, Benthall Edge, Dormington Wood, and Malvern 
Tunnel, a few three- and six-raj^ed Sponge-spicules were got. 

Spicules of Jlijalonema (?) are very abundant, along with the 
Conodonts, in the rotted limestone near the Craven Arms. 


IV. — List of Species (provisional) of Bivalve Entomostraca, etc., collected by 
Mr. J. Smith, of Kilwinning, from the Upper-Silurian Kormalions of Shropshire. 
By Professor T. RufKRT Junes, E.R.S., F.G.S. 

1. Blue Holes, Rushall Canal, Walsall. 

Beyrichia Kla'dcnt, Al‘C<iy, var, infermedia, Jones. 

,, „ M’Coy, var. subiorosa, Jones. 

2. Sedgley. 

Primtfia Rccvicrtana, Jones & Holl. 

Cy there corbuloide.s (?), J. & i:l. 

Lagena vtiigarisy Williamson, var. ctavata, D’Orb. 

Pe.a7ds {}). 

3. The Wren’s Nest, Dudley. 

PrBnitia var io lata, J. & H. 

Beyrichia K la-deni, M‘C. 

,t ,, ,, var. iuberculata, Salter. 

S^irorbis. 

Conodonts. Spicules, 

4. Dudley Castle Grounds. 

Prirnitia Rcerncriana, J. 8t H. 

Beyrichia Kloedcni, ItPC. 

>1 ,, var. /'o'rc/jo (with large lobes^, Jones. 

Cythere, sp, 

5. Dudley Tunnel. 

Prirnitia Salteriana, Jones prunella, Barrande). 

Beyrichia, sp. 1 
Cytherci/la, sp. 

Cythere bilobata (?), Miinster. (A Carboniferous form.) 

Conodonts. 


6 . 


7. 


Railway-cutting, Coalbrookdale. 

y^chfnina cuspidata (?), J. & H. 
Prirnitia variotata (?), J. & H. 
Beyrichia Kltedeni, M‘C. 

M M var. ? 


Railway-cutting by the side of the Severn, Ironbridge. 

Prirnitia renulina, J. & H. 

,, variolata, J. ik H. 

„ Salteriana, J., var. (bituberculate) ? 

7 >’V thong, like P. protenta, J., but without the two tubercles 

Kirk^^^* Barrande, but more cylindrical). 

Beyrichia KlcBdeni, M‘C. (In old and other conditions.) 

»» it ^b.t. intermedia, J, (With a big lobe.) 

»» . it var. ? 


and like 


, regarded as fossil pearls were described and figured 

by Eroi. John Moms, in the “Annuls Mat. Hist.” for August, 1851 . One specimen 
was trom a J urassic Gryphaa, obtained from the Drift af Mnswell Hill near London ; 
and the others were from the Chalk of Kent. 
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Beyrichia, sp. (Very much like B. radiata. J. Sc K. MS., a Carboniferous form.) 


»» sp. 

ji^chvttna cuspidaia^ J. & H. 
7 'hlipsura corpulenta^ ^ . & H. 

,, V-sc'u/p/a, & H. 

Cy there corbulotdes {?), J . 8t H. 

,, bilobata (?), Munster. (A 


Carboniferous form.) 


,, z sp. 

ParacypriSf sp. (Like a long Bairdia ?) 

Polycope ? 

Lag^ena. 

Spirorbis. 

8. Beiithall Edge. 

Primtfta xuiriolata (?), J. & H. 

Beyrichia Kladeni, M‘C. 

Cythej'flla, sp. ? 
cy there, sp. ? 

Bagena. 

CoHodonfs. Spicrtles. Pear/s {}). 

g. JAiicoln Hill, ] ronbrid^e. 

PrtMi'/i'a /ia'wer/txnn , J . & H. 

,, t>af~j'o/ata [/), j. & JJ. 

,, ,. \ar. 

Beyriihia Kltrdefii (?), ^I'C. 

Py there, sp. 

Bagena. 

Conodonts. Spiru/es. Pearls (?). 

lo. Gleedon Hill, Much-Weulock. 

Beyrichia iubercit lata, Kleeden. (Fine old specimen.) 
Conodonts. Pearls {s’). 


II. Railway-cutting near .Much-Wenlock. 

Priniitia, sp. ( Lon/^ form, like that in No. 7.) 
Beyrichia Kladeni, M‘C., var. intermedia, J. 
,, sp. 

7 'hlipsura tuberosa, J. & H. 

Cy there, sp. 

Spirorbis. 


12. Eskam-knigham, near Mayhill. 

I'ltlipsura, sp. (V^ery faint end-mark.) 

13. Woolhope. 

Jsockiltna (or Leperditia t), sp, 

Priniitia e.xcavata, J. & fl. 

,, sp. (Reticulate.) 

,, sp. (Oval.) 

JPchmina cuspidata, J. & H. 

Beyrichia tubetculata {?) Kloeden. (Old individual.) 
,, Klcedem, M‘C. 

,, „ v.ir. tiiberculata, Salter. 

,, ,, var. t 

„ sp. i 

Cytherella, sp. "i 

Thhpsixra, sp. 

Cayetta. 

Pearls {?). 


14. Dormington Wood, Berithall Edge. 

Beyrichia A'ladeni {?), INl'C. 

Thlipsura corpulenta, J. &. il. 

J.agena. 

Spirorbis. 

Spicules. Pearls {?). 

15. Stock say. 

Primitia variolata (?), J- & H. (Crushed specimen.) 

Beyrichia tuberculata, Kloeden. (Cast.) 

Cytherella, sj). 

Cy there, 2 sp. (Resembling C. cegualis, J. 8c K. MS., and C. J. 8c K. MS 

from the Carboniferous Formations.) 

16. Malvern Tunnel, West End. 

a. Red Shale. 

Primitia Rremeriana (?), J. 8c H. 

7 'hlipsura corpulenta,'^. 8c H. 

Cy there, 2 sp. (Like those in No. 15.) 

Spicules. 

b. Blue Shale. 

Thlipsura corpulenta, J. 8c 11 . 

Cyihere, sp. 

6 picules, 
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17 . Craven Arms, rotten limestone near the. 

Spu'Ti/esi^- and 6-rayed). 

Cono/Zonrs. 

Pearls (?). 

The Lageniio (mounted on one slide) from I.incoln Hill, the Railway-cutting at 
Ironbridge, Dormington, Woolhope, and Benlhall Kdge, comprise: 

Lasena nulgaris, Williamson, var. Icern's, Montagu (with tubuliferous neck). 

,, ,, ,, ,, claifata, D’Orb. 

,, „ ,, ,, sulcata. Walker and Jacob. 

The close correspondence of the Recent with these Silurian forms 
is very noteworthy. 

The ])resenco, also, of some Eiitoinostracan species apparently 
identical witli Carboniferous forms is to he noted as an additional 
example of recurrence (like the Silurian Be}jricliui intermedia in the 
Carhoniferofis Limestone of Russia). The })resence, also, in these old 
deposits ot' Entomostraea indisting;uishahlc, as to valves, from recent 
genera, should not he lost sight of. 

I suhinitted Mr. Smith’s (kdlection of Upper-Silurian Ento- 
mosfraea to my friend Mr. J. W. Kirkhy, and he favoured me with 
the following remarks : — 

“ With this I return you Mr. Smith’s Silurian Kntoniostraca, which 
T thank you for the sight of. They are tlie best Silurian si)ecimens 
that 1 have seen. Some of the Ci/fhereAiko forms appear to come 
])retty near Carboniferous species, as you pointed out to me. A set 
on one slide can scarcely be distinguished from Munster’s Ct/thfre 
hilohata, and on other slides there ai*e specimens that I suppose we 
should have named C. cpqualis. J. and K., and C\ ohtxisa^ J. and K., 
had they been found in Carboniferous strata.” 

Y. — Oceanic Islands. 

By T. Mellaud IIeabe, C.E., F.G.S. 

a lHE Pacific and Atlantic Oceans far from the continental masses 
of land are studded with islands, which from their ])eing solely 
volcanic and of an age going back no further than the Tertiary 
period, are considered to lend great siipiiort to the hypothesis of the 
permanence of the great oceans and continents. Those who hold 
these views (piestion the right of New Zealand to be considered a 
truly oceanic island, though on what grounds has never been quite 
intelligible to me. W aiving this objection for the purpose of argu- 
ment, 1 propose to discuss the bearings of the facts, as formulated by 
those who believe in the “ approximate ” immutability of land and 
sea. 

But before this can be done it will be necessary to consider the 
vertical limits within which Dr. Darwin’s generalization, that the 
‘‘great oceans are still mainly areas of subsidence, tlie great archi- 
pelagoes still areas of oscillation of level, and the continents areas 
ot elevation,” ^ could have acted. An approximate calculation tells 
me that had one-half of the ocean floor subsided 1500 feet since 
Cambrian times, the period Dr. Darwin adopts for the commence- 
ment of this state of things, the then land, if it possessed the 
^ Origin of Species, 4tli edit. p. 373. 
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present contours of our continents, would have been submerged 
to about the 700 feet contour. It is impossible at present to calcu- 
late with exactness to what extent this would reduce its surface, but 
probably one -half. If, on the other hand, the land had risen since 
Cambrian times 1500 feet, it is evident there must have been very 
little of it to commence with. Therefore, if there has been a 
preponderance of depression in the oceans and of elevation in the 
land since Cambrian times, it has acted within very narrow limits, or 
there would not have existed land enough to provide sediment for the 
construction of the enormous thickness and extent of the later 
sedimentary rocks we know of, to say nothing of those which 
under my ^pothesis must be admitted to extend more or less under 
the sea- bed. 

The volcanic oceanic islands are mostly based upon submarine 
plateaux, one of wliicli in the Pacific extends from Cape Horn in a 
north-westerly direction to Tahiti, a distance of some 80 degrees of 
longitude and 30 degrees of latitude, at a depth of about 1000 
fathoms.^ It is conceivable, if these plateaux were areas of oscilla- 
tion of level, that the vertical limits of movement may have been too 
small to have produced by that means continental islands, and it is 
also conceivable, though not probable, that the plateaux may now all 
be at the downward limit of oscillation.’^ Now comes my argument. 

The lapse of time between the Cambrian and Tertiary periods was 
vastly greater than that between the connnencement of the Tertiary 
and the present time. I will not presume to say how much more, 
because authorities differ, but Dana puts it down, as nearly as I can 
interpret him, at about fifteen times as great.^ Are we then to 
assume that during all this vast interval of time, and over an 
immense extent of the ocean floor, the volcanic forces of the earth, 
which some physicists maintain have been gradually dying out, lay 
dormant, so that no volcanic island or land was built up from even 
a depth of 1000 fathoms — not two-thirds the height of Etna? And 
are w© to go further, and say that this stable state of equilibrium 
was suddenly disturbed by volcanic eruptions during and since the 
Tertiary period, by which what are called the Oceanic islands were 
created ? I think neither physicists nor geologists will admit this 
to be probable without very strong evidence, which has j^et to be 
given. 

It may be said in reply that such Palaaozoio or Secondary volcanic 
islands may have existed and become since destroyed by atmospheric 
or oceanic waste ; but this admitted, cuts the ground from under the 
argument, as the same forces would also have destroyed sedimentary 
rocks, the absence of which is accounted a proof of the permanence 
of the oceans and continents. 

Properly considered, then, the argument drawn from the volcanic 
or non-sedimentary nature of the so-called oceanic islands is, as 
usual with negative evidence, not very much to be relied on. Nay, 

1 Thalassa, pp. 21-2. 

* This is disproved by Dr. Darwin’s own observations. 

® Manual of Geology, 2nd edit. p. 686. 
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to me it seems rather to point to the fact that the condition of things 
oceanic since the commencement of the Tertiary period differed and 
still differs from that which existed in earlier times, and is therefore, 
looking at it in this light, rather against than for the hypothesis that 
the oceans and continents occupy permanent positions on the earth’s 
surface. 

The distinguished author of the Origin of Species,” so fertile in 
suggestions, yet so fair in judgment, while upholding in a letter to 
the writer his published views ^ on the subject, considers, as we all 
must, that it is full of perplexities, and that the more it is discussed 
the better. 

VI. — On the Discovery of a nearly EJixiRE Bhizodus in the 
Wardie Shales. 

By Thomas Stock, Esq., 

iN'atural History Department, Mnseum of Science and Art, Edinburgh. 

(Head before the Edinburgh Geological Society, 16th DecembcT, 1880.) 

T he fact of the occurrence of Bhizodus at Wardie has been 
known for a good many years. It appears as an addendum 
to a list of fossils from that locality published^ in 1861 by the 
Geological Survey of Scotland. The specimens hitherto collected, 
however, have been the merest fragments, consisting principally of 
detached scales. Almost the first fossil obtained by the writer from 
Wardie was a badly-preserved fragment of the jaw of Bhizodus 
containing teeth. Since then a few fragments have occurred refer- 
able to the same genus. From the fact that these were invariably 
found along a particular part of the beach, the susp>icion was 
gradually awakened that they had been derived from a common 
source. This suspicion was confirmed by the discovery of the 
remarkable specimen which is the subject of this notice. It vras 
found lying in the direction of the strike of the beds, its head 
seawards, its tail to the shore. The greater part of it was buried 
under from six inches to a foot of shale. The end of the tail and 
the anterior portion of the head had been bared by the waves, and 
though the tail remains almost intact, the head has suffered a good 
deal from the erosion of the sea. The rest of the fish is preserved. 
As the bed in which it was entombed is accessible only at very 
low- water, considerable difficulty was experienced in getting the 
specimen away ; but, thanks to the help of Mr. Maepherson of 
Trinity, this was effected, and a noble fish has been saved to science. 

It is undesirable at present to say much about the new facts which 
this specimen reveals. Much may be made out as to the shape of 
the fish and the position of the fins ; but it would be unwise to 
give forth statements involving facts of great structural importance 
until these can be corroborated by examination of the fish, after it 

* I am indebted to Mr. Topley for calling my attention (Geol. Mao. Dec. 1880, 
p. 573) to Mr. Darwin’s views. 

* The Geology of the Neighbourhood of Edinburgh, London, 1861. 
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has been proper]}^ developed and displayed. It will be enough to 
say that it appears to be in a good state of preservation ; that it is 
nine feet in length ; and that it occurs in the form of an immense 
flat nodule. A few detached scales were found in nodules beside 
it ; but beyond this and the injury the bead has received from the 
sea, there has been no disintegration of imj^ortance. 

Tlie remains of Bhizodus hitherto obtained have been of a very 
fraginentary nature. 

Ure ^ figured a part of a mandible with teeth. 

Dr. Hibbert’s - material, though more abundant, was very little 
better. 

M‘Coy^ says that its general form is unknown. 

Mr. dohn Young, F.G.S.d noticing its occurrence near Glasgow, 
says, “Iso large fragments of eitlier the internal skeleton or the 
outer covering of scales, liave yet been found in this locality. In 
the E. of Scotland, i?. Hihherti is very common in the Burdiehouse 
Limestone, and in one or two localities in the Fifeshire Coal-field ; 
but no perfect examples have yet been found, so that its general 
form is unknown.” 

Professor Young® remarks that ‘^no fragments have yet been 
found from which the shape of the body or the structure of the 
head can be determined.” 

Professor Miall,® in a clear and able paper, describes a large 
and tolerably perfect skull,” and observes, Much yet remains to be 
known of the Carboniferous genus Bhizodus, of which only the teeth, 
scales, pectoral arch, jugular plates, and mandible have hitherto been 
identified.” 

American authors • have referred fragments to Bhizodus, but they 
do not seem to have been so fortunate as ourselves with this fish. 

The specimens in the Edinburgh Museum of Science and Art, 
many of them very fine, are all fragmentary, so that there is 
abundant warrant for saying that the Wardie Bhizodus is the first 
yet obtained in a nearly perfect state of preservation. It would be 
no exaggeration to affirm that it is the largest nearly entire fish which 
rocks of Carboniferous age have yet yielded. 

Appended area few localities in the Calciferous Sandstone Series of 
the district where Bhizodus remains have been discovered : Brick- 
works at Straiton ; Oakbank, near Mid Calder; Burdiehouse; 
Arthur’s Seat ; Gowan’s new quarry near Juniper Green, on the 
horizon of the Wardie Shales. It was found by Mr. Henderson 
at this locality in sandstone, an unusual circumstance. 

^ The History of Rutherglen and East Kilbride, Glasgow, 1793, pi. xix. fig. 4. 

* Trans, itoyal Soc. of Edinb. vol. xiii. 1836, p. 169, et scq. 

3 Brit. Pal. Fossils, 1855, p. 612. 

* Trans. Geol. Soc. Glasgow, 1865, vol. ii. p. 38, et neq. 

3 Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxii. 1866, p. 596, et eeq, 

® Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. 1875, No. 124, p. 624, vtseq. 

Pal. Ohio, passim ; Pal. Illinois, passim ; etc. 
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yn. On Striated Pebbles from the Triassic Conglomerate 

NEAR PORTSKEWET, MoNMOUTH. 

By W. J. SoLLAS, M.A., F.B.S.E., F.G.S. ; 

Professor of Geology in Tniversity CollegtJ, Bristol. 

D UKTNG a recent visit to the tunnel now in course of con- 
struction beneath the Severn, 1 was taken by my friend Mr. 
Evan Jones, of University College, to examine a lieap of Triassic 
pebbles and conglomerate, which had been exploited from the 
bottom of one of the sliafts of the tunnel on the Portskewet side of 
the river. My attention was at once arrested l)y the striated and 
polished surfaces presented by many of the pebbles, and the results 
of the short examination I was able to make of them are embodied 
in the following note. 

The pebbles are of all sizes, up to a foot or more in diameter, and 
they are well rounded at the edges and corners. Though they have 
evidently been derived from the adjacent Mountain Limestone, they 
break with a finely granular fracture like compact grit, owing no 
doubt to a crystalline structure superinduced by dolomitization. The 
matrix in which they were imbedded is a dolomitic paste containing 
numerous grains of quartz sand ; it is coloured red with iron peroxide, 
which also colours the surface of the imbedded pebbles. 

The smoothed surface of many of the pebbles is abundantly 
striated, especially on and around the edges and corners ; the strim 
commence as exceedingly delicate fine lines, which frequently 
deepen and widen in their course, till they terminate abruptly, so as 
to present the form of a half cone ; at the deep end of the trough 
(base of the cone) a grain of quartz sand is sometimes found im- 
bedded. Sometimes however the striae are mere scratches thinning 
out at each end ; they are not always straight, but sometimes curved, 
a whole group of parallel striae being occasionally abruptly flexed to 
one side and then back again into their original direction. Now and 
then a furrow as much as a quarter of an inch wide may be 
observed, its sides being scored with delicate parallel strife. 

The presence of quartz grains in the matrix about the pebbles 
may be connected witli their striation, and when a quartz grain is 
found imbedded at one end of a scratch, it may fairly be regarded as 
the instrument by which the scratch was produced. But to have 
produced the scratch it must have been (1) pressed against the 
surface, and (2) drawn along it. That the pebbles were pressed 
against each other, and thus exerted pressure on the sand grains lying 
between them, is shown by the fact that some of the smaller pebbles 
are sunk some distance into the larger, as though they had been 
pressed into a yielding substance. Nothing but great and long-con- 
tinued pressure could have brought about this result.^ 

The cause of this pressure is to be found in the thick deposits of 
sediment which once rested upon the pebble beds. But a vertical 
pressure acting on an accumulation of loose pebbles would be 
resolved not only in directions normal to the touching-surfaces of 
^ Sorby, CardifiE Nat. Soc. Trans, vol. v. 
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the pebbles, but also in others, leading to movements along lines of 
least resistance, by which the pebbles would become packed as closely 
as possible together. The quartz grains lying between the pebbles 
would then not only be 2 )res 8 ed against, but also dragged over them. 
As they began to move, they would produce a delicate almost imper- 
ceptible striation, but with continued progress this would deepen, the 
grit would bite ” more deeply into the stone, and would at 
lengtli become too far imbedded to overcome the resistance in front ; 
then it would be brought to a sudden standstill, and remain as we now 
find it implanted at the end of the trough which it has excavated. 

The history of the pebbles is then as follows : the Car])oniferous 
Limestone, which crops up close to Portskewet around Chepstow, 
was denuded in Triassic times, and furnished material for a beach of 
rounded and polished pebbles on the shores of the Triassic sea ; 
subsequent deposits, j)robably including Jurassic and Cretaceous 
sediments, were superimposed upon this beach, and under the con- 
siderable pressure which resulted the ])ebb]es were packed closely 
together, forced one into the other, and jntted ah over with imbedded 
sand grains; lateral niorewents dragged along the sand grains over 
the surfaces of the pebbles, scoring them with delicate ihrrovvs and 
striie. Subsequently the dolomitic ])aste between the ]>ebbles 
cemented into a hard matrix, and bound the whole together into a 
conglomerate. 

In a note read before the British Association last August. I showed 
that certain fragments of limestone in a IViassic breccia retained the 
striation (slickenside) that had been impressed upon them before 
they were detached from the parent rock and deposited in their 
present place. We now find an instance of a contrary kind, in 
which the striae on imbedded pebbles have been produced subsequent 
to deposition ; but in neither case could an experienced observer be 
deceived for a moment as to the real nature of the striation ; glacial 
action is here indeed altogether out of the question. It might be 
thought that the glacial origin assigned to the striations on certain 
fragments of stone from the Old Ked Sandstone and Permian 
deposits, is called in question by these observations; the exact con- 
trary is, however, the case ; since while we have shown that striation 
may bo produced on included fragments in other ways than by the 
action of ice, we have at the same time shown that no difficulty need 
be felt in distinguishing such striation when it occurs. 

nSTOTICES OIP 

The Mont St. Gothard Tunnel. 

Sulle condizione geologiche e termiche della grande galleria del f, 
S. Gottardo. Nota dell’ inq. F. Giordano, 13o11. del K. Comit. 
Geol. d’ltalia. Sept, and Oct. 1880, Vol. XI. 

I N the last Bolletino Inspector F. Giordano gives a lengthy report 
on the geological conditions of the St. Gothard tunnel, and many 
of the facts and particulars he tells us are drawn from the various 
published papers of the late chief engineer Stapff. Particulars are 
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given as to the mode of excavation, and then the geological structure 
is considered. The rock section was found to be much the same as 
the preliminary investigations had indicated, consisting of granitoid 
gneiss, black schist, micaceous felsites with a small quantity of 
cipollino and other calcareous rocks in the large U folds under the 
Ursern and Ticino valleys. The fan structure, so general in all 
the Alpine ranges, was very marked, the strata spreading out in the 
St. (xothard mountain, and forming north and south the two U folds 
mentioned. It was in tins northern fold under the Ursern valley 
tluit the greatest difficulties of the undertaking were met with, for 
the Ursern gneiss was found to be decomposed down to a very con- 
siderable depth, here over a thousand feet below the surface, so that 
tlie felspar had become a soft clay, and in consequence the expense 
was raised from about 3,500 or 4,000 up to 20,000 francs a metre. 

But the most interesting results of the undertaking are the obser- 
vations made on the temperature of the air in the tunnel, together 
with comparisons of the temperature of the air and the earth at the 
surface. The figures of the temperature of the air are from observa- 
tions taken in meteorological stations on the route, and in order to 
obtain the temperature of the earth at the surface, the temperature 
of the streams were measured and calculations were made from a 
large series of such observations. 

The increase of temperature in the Mont Cenis tunnel was shown 
to be 1° Centigrade in each 51 J metres below the surface, which 
increment was less than was expected from previous data, mostly 
obtained in mines and borings. The St. Gothard measurements 
give C. in about each 52 metres, thus both very closely cor- 
respond, considering that there are always modifying circumstances, 
as, for instance, decomposition of the rock where pyrites and other 
substances occur. The maximum temperature was 30’5° C. under 
1700 metros of rock, and the increase of temperature is shown to 
vary approximately with the profile of the mountain mass above, 
though somewhat modified by the surrounding mountains. 

A very interesting concluding chapter deals with the lessons 
which may be learnt from this gigantic enterprise, and as the health 
of the workmen has in this case been very seriously affected by the 
unfavourable condition of work, it is evident that means must be 
taken to improve the ventilation in any similar undertaking, and 
Giordano considers that the Belgian system of making the advance 
gallery at the top gives less satisfactoi’y results in this respect than 
the English system, where the preliminary gallery is at the base of 
the future tupnel, and as at present tunnels are proposed both 
through the Simplon and Mont Blanc, these questions have a 
practical importance. 

The Simplon tunnel, according to one plan, would pass under a 
superincumbent mass of 2250 metres, and this, according to the 
law now formulated regarding the increase of temperature, would 
giv® 47° C. in the middle of the tunnel ; according to another 
proposition the tunnel would be at a greater altitude, and would 

DECADE n. — VOL. YIIL— NO. H. 6 
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give a temperature of 40° C. In the proposed Mont liJnnc tunnel, 
however, the mountain mass would he greater than in either af the 
Simplon routt^s, and tljo temporal uro <*ven lii^her. IM. DulxuV- 
Keymond lias said that work under such circumslanccs w(»uld he 
impossible in a dry lein}»eraturo of more tiian i>0' (\, or in a moist 
one of over 40" (\, hut Herr Stapff considers that some of the dei'p 
mines show that this is below the mark, lait, however, points out 
the great difficulties that would accompany any sueli undertaking 
where there are a large number of workmen, even were no animals 
used, and even wdth every precaution taken in accordance with the 
experience now gained. 

A good coloured geological section, together witli a comparative 
diagram of the temiierature, accompanies the paper. A. W. W. 

□a E I E W S- 


I* — The Coal-fields of Great Brttaix : their History, 
Structure and liEsouROEs. With I)escri])tions of the Coal- 
fields of our Indian and Colonial Empire, and other Parts of the 
World. By Edward Hull, M.A., LL.D., E.E.S., etc. 8vo. 
4th edition. (London, 1881 : Edward Stanford, 65, Charing 
Cross.) 

A n important addition to the literature of our Coal -bearing rocks 
has just appeared in the fourth edition of Prof. Hull’s work 
on “The Coal-fields of Great Britain.” Few books have had so 
great a success, or of which new editions have been called for so 
rapidly. The third, embodying the Keports of the Hoyal Coal 
Commission, was published in 1873, and now in little less than eight 
years we are presented with the fourth. Portions of the work have 
been largely re-written, a new frontispiece representing characteristic 
plants of the Coal period, and three woodcut sections have been added. 
The latter include sections across the Castle Comer and Tyrone 
Coal-fields respectively, and a section through the London basin. 

The chapter devoted, in the last edition, to the consideration of 
the Animal and Vegetable remains of the Coal period has been 
split up : the latter portion is entirely new, haviner been drawn up by 
Prof. Williamson, F.R.S. 

As might have been expected, the stratigraphical classification has 
been modified to meet the more recently enunciated views on this 
subject as expressed by Prof. Hull in the Quarterly Journal of the 
Geological Society, for 1877. 

The statistical portions of the work have been brought down to 
the date of 1878, whilst the highly important question of quantities, 
both wrought and unwroiight, has been re -considered. The results 
given in the ^ present volume naturally differ considerably from 
those stated in the last edition, allowing for the output during the 
interval between the appearance of the two volumes. In several 
instances Prof. Hull hows to the decision of the late Coal Commission 
in this matter, always, however, with the reseiwation, that seams of 
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Coal below two feet in thickness should not be calculated in estimat- 
ing our future Coal resources. In this we agree with Mr. Hull. 

The presumable quantity of Coal yet to be worked in Great Britain 
and Ireland, after necessary deductions, and at a depth not exceeding 


4000 feet, is 

In visible Coal-fields 79,752.000,000 

In concealed Coal-measures 56,273,000,000 


Total tons 136,025,000,000 


‘*a supply,” adds Prof. Hull, which, if drawn upon at the rate of 
one hundred and thirty millions of tons, the quantity of 1878, would 
be sutficient to last for more than a thousand years.” 

Tlje annual production of Coal over the whole globe is now said 
to be two hundred and eighty-nine millions of tons annum. 
Under this heading the quantities have been brought up to dates 
varying from 1873 tO 1879 for the various countries. During the 
past four years (1876-1879) the increase in output in our own country 
has been practically stationaiy. That for 1879 amounted to 
134,008,228 million tons. Jn the chapter on concealed Coal-fields 
an account of the recent imj)ortant borings in the S.E. of England 
has been added, especially those of the London area. Prof. Hull 
considers that, “ we must look to tracts lying south of the Thames 
Valley as the possible area of concealed coal-fields,” in the South-east 
of England, and es])ecially, as Mr. God win- Austen has pointed out, 
along the margin of the North Downs, and the borders of the 
Wealden area. 

We are glad to see that Prof. Hull, where practicable, devotes a 
few pages to the organic remains of the various Coal-fields under 
description. The occurrence of marine bands of fossils is always 
strongl}^ dwelt on, and plays an important part in the classification 
adoi)ted throughout the Avork. As a remarkable instance of the 
persistence of a calcareous stratum over large areas, is cited the 
Spirorhis limestone of the Upper Coal-measures, which can be traced 
in the same position throughout the Coal-fields of Coalbrook Dale, 
and Forest of Wyre southward, through Lancashire northward, and 
Warwickshire eastward, representing an area of about 10,000 square 
miles, and is only on an average about one foot in thickness. 

The descriptive portions of the various Coal-fields have not been 
greatly altered, or added to, and remain nearly the same as in 
the last edition, excepting, of course, the information relating to 
quantities won and still to be wrought. 

In the chapter devoted to the Coal -fields of Europe, a useful table 
is introduced, showing the corresponding groups throughout the 
British Islands and the various Continental Coal-basins. It appears 
that the uppermost division of the Coal-measures is usually absent 
from the latter. In the South Stafi*ordshire Coal-lield the great ten- 
yard, or ‘‘Thick Coal,” has been either worked out. drowned, or 
destroyed to such an extent that probably little more than one-tenth 
remains to be won. Professor Hull wisely suggests that the coal 
proprietors of the district should combine to uu water this large area. 



84 


Reviews — Wallace's Island Life. 


The general succession of the Carboniferous Series in Scotland 
has been modified to meet the author’s latest views on Car- 
boniferous classification, or more properly into four groups, 
instead of three, as in England. These do not correspond in every 
way with the subdivisions adopted by the Geological Survey of 
Scotland. We cannot help thinking some further useful details 
might have been gleaned about the Scotch Coal-fields from some of 
the more recently published Explanations of Maps” of the latter 
body. The available Coal in Scotland for future use is estimated at 
about 9,043,000,000 tons. 

In Ireland, the Antrim Coal Series is now assigned by Prof. Hull 
to the position of the Lower Coal and Ironstone Group of Scotland 
(= Edge Coal Series, or Middle Carboniferous Limestone Group of 
the Geological Survey), and the Yoredale Series of the North of 
England. 

The account of the Indian Coal-beds has been completely revised. 
The age, following the views of Messrs. Medlicott and Blanford, is 
now stated to range from the Permian to the Upper Jurassic. There 
are thirty-seven separate fields, of which five only are regularly 
worked. 

The information concerning the Australian Coal-fields is hardly 
up to date, and might advantageously be increased now that such 
a large mass of information has been brouglit together relating to 
the productive beds of New South Wales, and the unproductive strata 
of Victoria. We are, however, very glad to see that the views of 
the late Kev. W^ B. Clarke have been more closely followed in this 
work than those of others who have written on the subjec»^ although 
less conversant with it. 

In the account of the African and Canadian Coal-seams, Professor 
Hull has availed himself of recent Reports and Surveys. 

We must, in conclusion, congratulate the author upon having 
again brought his useful and important task to a most successful 
termination. We shall look forward, in the future, to the appear- 
ance of another and enlarged edition, with even greater feelings of 
pleasure than the perusal of the fourth has afforded us. As before, 
the work is published by Mr. Ed. Stanford, and everything ajijiears 
to have been done to render it as complete and accurate as possible. 

II. — Island Life; or, the Phenomena and Causes op Insular 
Faunas and Floras, including a Revision and Attempted 
Solution of the Problem of Geological Climates. By Alfred 
Russel Wallace. (Macmillfm & Co. : 1880.) 

T he author desires this volume to be regarded not only as a 
popular supplement to his Geographical Distribution of Animals, 
but as a work complete in itself. He considers that the treatm&t 
of the subject has been placed on a sounder basis owing to the 
establishment of a number of preliminary doctrines, of which the 
most important are those “ which establish and define (1) the former 
wide extension of all groups now discontinuous, as being the neces- 
sary result of Evolution; (2) the permanence of the great features 
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of tlie clistribntion of land and water on the earth’s surface ; and (3) 
the nature and frequency of cliniatal changes throughout geological 
time.” 

Thus it will he perceived that this work, though dealing in the 
main with biological questions, enters to a considerable extent into 
physical ones, and has therefore a double claim to the notice ot 
geologists, who will be anxious to know whether the author suc- 
ceeds in establishing the three preliminary doctrines detailed above, 
and how far they assist him in clearing up the many anomaiies of 
Island Life. 

The first part of the book is occupied with the phenomena, laws, 
and causes of the dispersal of organisms, wherein the author dis- 
cusses the general features presented by animal distribution, as well 
as the changes which have been the most important agents in 
bi’inging about the present condition of the organic world. In the 
second part he proceeds to apply the principles previously enunciated 
in the elucidation of the phenomena appertaining to Insular Faunas 
and Floras. 

Part I. — The first five chapters deal mainly with the zoological 
as})ects of distribution. Amongst the elementary facts some remark- 
able instances of discontinuity even on continents are detailed, and it 
is observed that such numerous examples of discontinuous genera 
and families form an important section of the facts of animal dis- 
persal which any true theory must account for.” We may feel sure 
that the question of Evolution as the key to Distribution is ably 
stated by a naturalist who shares with Darwin the honour of having 
established the most important principles as to the origin and 
development of species and genera. The tendency to change, 
always more or less inherent, though stimulated and taken advantage 
of by circumstances, in combination with the powers of dispersal of 
organisms under different conditions, may serve to explain much of 
the existing distribution of plants and animals. In concluding this 
part of the subject, the author observes that the theory of Evolution 
necessitates the former existence of a whole series of extinct genera 
to fill up the gap between the isolated genera which in many cases 
now alone exist, while it is almost an axiom of natural selection, 
that such numerous forms of one type could only have been 
developed in a wide area and under varied conditions implying a 
great lapse of time. 

Thus far, Mr: Wallace has been on his own ground, and there are 
few palasontologists at this time of day who are not more or less 
convinced of the truth of the first of his three great principles or 
doctrines. But when, in dealing with geographical and geological 
changes, he arrives at the consideration of the second principle, 
viz. the permanence of continents, there is by no means that 
unanimity amongst the authorities which the statement in the 
preface might lead the public to suppose. Geologists, especially in 
England, cling to the views of the great fathers of their science, 
and thus the opinions of Lyell and others as to a complete change 
of land and sea having taken place over and over again are, as he 
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admits in Chapter VI., very generally held. Nor are these views 
confined to such speculations as those of a late President of tl)e 
Geological Society of Liverpool. They are still held, to a certain 
extent, by no less an authority than Professor Huxley, who writes 
(Nature, Nov. 4, 1880) ; “ There is nothing, so far as 1 am aware, in 
the biological or geological evidence at present accessible, to render 
untenable the hypothesis that an area of the mid- Allan tic or Pacific 
sea-bed as big as Europe should have been u])heaved as high as 
Mont Blanc, and have subsided again, any time since the Palseozoio 
epoch, if there were any grounds for entertaining it.” Thus the 
believers in the possibility of an Atlantis, notwithstanding the 
severity of our author’s remarks (p. il98), may take comfort in the 
fact that Prof. Huxle^’^ deems such a thing possible, though he does 
not say that the event ever took place. The business of geologists 
is not so much to speculate on possibilities as to weigh the available 
evidence, and nothing can be clearer than the fact that the Jiiras.sic, 
Lower Cretaceous, and Tertiary deposits, in our own country at least, 
are more or less of a shallow water or marginal character ; but when 
Prof. Huxley, some three-and-twenty years ago. spoke of Atlantic 
mud as “ modern chalk,” the converse of this ])roposition was imme- 
diately taken for granted, viz. that the chalk must have been an 
abyssal deposit. 'Idius this latter supposition strongly favoured the 
then prevailing doctrine of the secular interchangeability of the 
great land and water areas. To combat this notion the author 
devotes several pages, and he ceHainly has the authority of Sir 
Wyville lliompson in sui^port of his introductory statement, “ That 
few of the rocks known to geologists correspond exactly to the 
deposits now forming at the bottom of our great oce»an8.% 

Still, the origin of chalk is a great puzzle, and some of Mr. 
Wallace’s statements are likely to lead to much discussion. Some- 
times, indeed, he seems to advance arguments against his own 
h3^potheses, as, for instance, when he claims for his great central sea 
the depth of a few thousand feet, and immediately quotes S. P. 
Woodward to the effect that Ammonites, etc., were limited to depths 
not exceeding 180 feet. We are far from saying, however, that even 
these statements are essentially irreconcilable. I’here are large 
vertical regions of the chalk singularly free from Cephalopoda, and 
though, perhaps, not much of the sea in which chalk was deposited 
ever attained a depth of a few thousand feet, yet a depth of several 
hundreds — say even a thousand — might be sufficient to prevent the 
accumulation of any notable quantity of Ammonite remains. 

The composition of chalk is also an enigma, for Foraminifera 
form only a small part of it. On the strength of the Faxoe beds in 
Denmark being highl}'^ coralline, he observes, “We have a clear 
indication of the source whence the white calcareous mud was 
derived which forms the basis of chalk.” This is a bold assumption. 
In the first place, there are no regular reef-builders at Faxoe. the 
principal species being a CaryophyHia, Secondly, Lyell (Tr. Geol. 
Soc. vol. V. p. 248) expressly says, “ There are patches of coral 
cemented together by white chalk, but with these exceptions no 
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portion of oiir Oolitic rocks can less resemble ordinary chalk than 
the stone of Faxoe.” We may add that the undoubted coral muds 
which have gone to form many of our Jurassic limestones yield a 
very different kind of rock to any variety of chalk known to us. 
Yet it must be admitted that Sorby, in his first address to the 
Geological Society in 1879, says, “that very many of the minute 
granules (of chalk) are identical in appearance with those derived 
from aragonite shells and corals,” and be further observes that, 
though the more or less entire shells of Foraminifera form an 
important constituent, “ yet that other larger calcareous organisms 
have probably yielded the greater part of the rock.” When we quit 
the basin of the North Sea for that of the S.W. of France, the 
evidence for coral life is stronger, and the abundance of IlippnriteSf 
a relative of the reef-dwelling Charna, also points in this direction. 

Whatever has been the origin of the coni[>osition of* the peculiar 
rock known as chalk, the fairest inference seems to be that the 
conditions which produced it, in this country at least, were pelagic, 
though by no means oceanic, and hence its existence gives no colour 
to the notion of a great interchange of continent and ocean. Sir 
Wyville Thompson is quite in accord with the author on this point 
when he says {Natnre, Nov. 1880), “The Chalk of* the Cretaceous 
l>eri()d was not laid down in what we now consider deep water, and 
its fauna, consisting mainly of shallow water forms, merely touches 
the upper limit of the abyssal fauna.” Prof. Geikie (quoted at 
p. 94) is practically of the same opinion, when he says that during 
the Cretaceous period “ the Atlantic sent its waters across the whole 
of Europe and into Asia, but they were probably nowhere more 
than a few hundred feel deep.” Unfortunately, in thus ignoring 
the existence at this period of the Scandinavian and other highlands 
of Old Europe, Prof. Geikie gives colour, perhaps unintentionally, 
to the notion that the leading features of continents are less perma- 
nent than the theory adopted l)y the author would lead us to suppose. 

This doctrine, viz. the permanence of continents and oceans, he 
considers lies at the root of all our inquiries into the past changes of 
the earth and its inhabitants, and it receives strong confirmation 
from the evidence adduced by Darwin, who has ol.)served that hardly 
one trul}^ oceanic island has been known to afford a trace of any 
Palaeozoic or Mesozoic formation, so that they have not preserved 
any fragment of the supposed ancient continents, nor of the deposits 
which must have resulted from their denudation.^ 

Thirdly, the author discusses the changes of climate which have 
influenced the dispersal of organisms, and this leads him to the 
subject of glacial epochs and thtur causes, to which ho devotes three 
chapters. Those readers who are aiixious to arrive at the gist of the 
work, viz. the phenomena of insular life, will perhaps regret that 
fio much space has been devoted to this class of speculation, and 
some might even think tliat with a concise summary of conclusions 
in the text, the rest of the matter might have been relegated to an 
appendix, or reserved for a separate work. But these subjects are 
^ See ante, p. 76, “ Oceanic Islands,’^ by T. M. Reade, F.G.S. 



88 Reviews — Wallace^ s Island Life, 

undoubtedly popular— they appeal so powerfully to the imagination, 
— and may in a certain sense enhance the value of the volume. Iho 
last chapter of Part I. discusses the earth’s age, and the rate of 
development of animals and plants. 

Part II.— When the difficulties presented by the peculiarities 
of island life are mastered, Mr. Wallace is of oiiinioii that we sliall 
find it comparatively easy to deal with the less clearly defined 
problems of continental distribution. Hence the importance of the 
subject. Islands have had two distinct modes of origin, and the 
difference is fundamental. They are oceanic or couiimntal. Darwin 
has shown that with very few exceptions all the remoter islands of 
the great ocean are of volcanic or of coralline formation, and that 
none of them contained indig’cnous mammalia or amphibia. Con- 
tinental islands are more varied in their geological formation, and 
may be divided into two groups — ancient and recent. Islands of an 
anomalous character constitute a fourth section. 

Amongst the Oceanic Islands are the Azores, Bermuda, the 
Galapagos, St. Helena, and the Sandwich Islands. Amongst the 
recent continental islands are the British Islands, Borneo and Java, 
and Japan and Formosa. Madagascar is an example of the type of 
ancient continental islands, whilst Celebes and New Zealand figure 
in the exhaustive division. 

It would clearly be impossible within the limits of a review^ to 
give even a sketch of all these chapters, each of which is a little 
treatise of itself, full of the best information in that branch of 
natural history which is connected with the geographical distribution 
of animals and plants. A sample of the mode of treatment of each 
of the three principal sections must suffice, % 

1. Oceanic Islands. — The Azores, which bear the same relation to 
Europe that the Bermudas do to America, lie in the course of the 
south-westerly return trades, and also of the Gulf-stream. They are 
900 miles from the coast of Portugal, wdth a maximum depth of 
2,500 fathoms intervening, and are destitute of all terrestrial indi- 
genous vertebrata. To the oceanic type they present a single excep- 
tion, in that one of the islands contains a small deposit of Miocene 
age. Thus the group may be of considerable antiquity, but the 
fauna, “ at all events as regards the birds, had its origin since the 
date of the last glacial epoch.” The small amount of differentiation 
which time has effected in the birds — a bullfinch being the only 
speciality — is one of the principal reasons for this belief in the recent 
origin of the fauna, but the explanation to which Mr. Wallace points is 
scarcely satisfactory. The glacial theory is a dangerous weapon even 
in the hands of the most experienced geologists, and draws quite as 
largely upon the unscientific imagination as Atlantis or Lemuria — 
those especial bugbears of the author. When, therefore, he would 
have us infer that all land birds were destroyed by the severity of 
glaciation in a group of islands situated as these are, and at the sea- 
level, we should at least expect him to indicate some undoubted 
evidences of ice action in the islands themselves, before consenting to 
entertain such a proposition. 
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"Why not try submersion ? He believes that a submersion to the 
extent of nearly 2,000 feet destroyed much of the life of the British 
Isles during the latter part of the Glacial epoch. And if a steady- 
going continental island like Britain, with a pedigree of rocks equal 
to any in the world, should have thus suffered, why not a volcanic 
accumulation in mid-ocean, presumably unstable by reason of its 
composition ? It is true that Pico is 7,000 feet above the sea, though 
this is very exceptional. 

But the submersion of an oceanic island is inconvenient, as this 
might favour the notion of Atlantis. The zoological reasoning is, as 
usual, admirable throughout the chapter. 

2. liecent continental islands . — “ Great Britain is perhaps the most 
typical example of a large and recent continental island now to be 
found on the globe.” All geologists are aware that the British 
Islands rest upon the 100-fathom platform, which extends in a 
sweep from the coast of Jutland round by Shetland and Ireland to 
the south-west of France, and that a rise of less than half this depth 
would join England to the continent. Mr. Wallace goes into the 
question of the direct evidence that exists of this recent union, espe- 
cially quoting the cases of the well-known submerged forests in 
Cornwall, Devon and the Bristol Channel. Certainly the forest-bed 
of Cromer, in Norfolk, also mentioned by him in this connexion 
(p. 317), belongs to quite a different category, as this is a pre-glacial 
forest bed, almost Pliocene in its character, and can afford very little 
proof of our latest union with the continent, which “ geologists are 
all agreed was subsequent to the greatest development of the ice, 
but probably before the cold epoch had wholly passed away.” The 
buried river channels in Scotland, far below the present sea-level, 
and the discovery of fresh- water and littoral shells at considerable 
depths off our coasts, are additional proofs of former elevation. On 
the other hand, the well-known phenomena of Moel Tryfaen, and 
elsewhere, are indications of a submergence which is, the author 
states, in no small degree, the cause why our islands are so poor in 
species, since sufficient time had not elapsed for immigration to have 
been completed before the influx of purely terrestrial animals was 
again cut off.” This would seem to imply also that the communi- 
cation might not have been very wide. 

Amongst the higher animals no more than three species — all 
birds — can be said to be peculiar, and, whilst Germany has ninety 
species of land mammalia. Great Britain has forty, and Ireland 
twenty-two. Possibly the respective areas of the three countries 
may have something to do with this, but the same cannot be said of 
the more slowly moving reptiles and amphibia, since Belgium has 
twenty-two species and Ireland only four. We are much better off 
in freshwater fishes, there being no less than fifteen peculiar, of 
which ten are species of trout and charr restricted to certain lakes 
in the British Isles. These local modifications are due to restricted 
intercourse, and the result is the same as with the life of Oceanic 
islands. The remainder of this chapter (xvi.) deals with the insects, 
land and fresh water shells and flora, and is full of highly interesting 
matter. 
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3. Ancient continental islands . — The extraordinary complexity of 
the organic relations of Madagascar, says Mr. \\ allace, is due, ])aitly 
to its having received its animal forms from two distinct souicos, 
but mainly to its having been separated from a continent 
zoologically in a different condition. The facts and reasonings of 
this important chapter, though in the main zoological, liavo a distinct 
geological bearing. Madagriscar has not the characteristic animals 
of eilher Africa or Asia. Half tlie existing specit‘s consist of Lenims. 
In fact, the island is a sort of Zoological Gardoii of high antiquity, 
free from the ravages of the large Carnivora, wlicre decaying groups 
of creatures, which have elsewliere perished or become scarce, 
maintain a comparatively secluded existence. 

AVhy is this so? When Madagascar was united to Africa, from 
which it is at present separated by waters of considerable depth, the 
adjacent continent was theTi (uitirely severed from Arctogma by the 
nummulitic sea, and constituted a sort of Australia, poor in the 
higher forms of life. Tl)e upheaval of this sea-bed in Miocene times 
admitted the higher types of mammalia, which were developed in 
tlie great Euro-Asiatic continent, to the mainland of Africa, but 
Madagascar had then become an island, and the great beasts were 
tlius excluded from it. We know from the rich deposits of fossil 
mammals in the Miocene beds of Europe and N.W. India that the 
great African mammals inhabited those regions. 

These reasonings tend to explain the absence of certain forms ; we 
must next consider the origin of the existing groups. Doubtless 
Madagascar, through the mainland of Africa, bad an earlier union with 
Arclogma, though it is rather a strong assumption that, otherwise, it 
could never have obtained any mammalia (p. 391). Hv.w^ever, the 
Lemurs, Insectivores, and Civets are known to have inhabited Europe 
during the Eocene and Miocene periods, and thus a certain geo- 
graphical link is established between the ends of grou])S now wide 
asunder. The dispersal of these groups, superinduced by changes 
of surface and climate, throughout long ages of geological time, may 
thus serve to render possible an explanation of such an extreme case 
as that of tlie insectivorous Centetidee, now confined to Madagascar 
and the West Indies. 

The question whether the birds of Madagascar require the adop- 
tion of the hypothetical Lemnria is scarcely one to bo discussed in 
the Geological Magazine. There are about one hundred and five 
land birds, all but four or five being peculiar. When we consider 
that the Azores, more than thrice as far from the mainland, contain 
but one bird peculiar to them, and bear in mind also tliat the 
author regards their whole avifauna as the result of recent immigra- 
tion, voluntary or involuntary, wo can only express surprise at the 
unenterprising character of the birds of East Africa, who do not care 
to cross the Mozambique channel, though the Comoro Islands offer a 
series of convenient halting-places. 

The chapters on New Zealand, and on the Arctic element in South 
Temperate Floras, complete the details of Island Life — a work which 
is certain to be extensively read, and which is full of instructive 
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matter. Wo recognize throughout the vigorous original touches of 
the accomplished biologist, and if, in his treatment of some of the 
])roblems of speculative geology, the results seem not quite so 
satisfactory, the faults, if there be any, are perhaps less with the 
author than in the nature of the subject. 

The volume is well got up, and usefully illustrated with maps 
throughout. W. H. II. 


Geological Society of London. 

T. — Dec. 15, 1880. — Kobert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., President, in 
the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. “ On the Constitution and History of Grits and Sandstones.” 
Dy John Arthur IMiillips, Esq., RG.S. 

In the first part of this paper the author described the micro- 
scopic and chemical structure of a large series of grits, sandstones, 
and, in some cases, quartzites, of various geological ages, noticing 
finally several sands of more or less recent date. The cementing 
material in the harder varieties is commonly, to a large extent, 
siliceous. The grains vary considerably in form and in the nature 
of their inclosnres, cavities of various kinds and minute crystals of 
schorl or rutile not being rare. The author drew attention to the 
evidence of the deposition of secondary quartz upon the original 
grains, so as to continue its crystal structure, whi(;h sometimes 
exhibits externally a crystal form. This is frequently observable 
in sandstone of Carbonilerous, Permian, and ITiassic age. Felspar 
grains are not un frequently ])resent, with scales of mica and minute 
chlorite and epidote. Chemical analyses of some varieties were also 
given. The author then considered the effect of flowing water 
upon transported particles of sand or gravel. It results from his 
investigations that fragments of quartz or schorl less than -,V' in 
diameter retain their angularity for a very long period indeed, 
remaining, under ordinary circumstances, unrounded ; but they are 
much more rapidly rounded by the action of wind. It is thus 
lirobable that rounded grains of this kind in some of the older rocks, 
as, for example, certain of the Triassic sandstones, may be the result 
of iEolian action. 

2. “ On a New Species of Trigonia from the Purbeck Beds of the 
Vale of Wardour.” By K. l^ltheridge. Esq., F.R.S., President. With 
a Note on the Stratigraphical Position of the Fossil by the Rev. W. 
R. Andrews. 

In this paper the author described a species of Trigonia discovered 
by the Rev, W. R. Andrews in the “ Cinder-bed ” of the Middle 
Purbeck series in the Vale of Wardour. The specimens were found 
in the railway-cutting one mile west of Dinton station. The shell 
was referred to D’Orbigny’s section “ Glabrm” of the genus Trigonia, 
and named Trigonia densinoda. In its ornamentation it closely 
resembles T, tenuitexta, Lyc., of the Portland Oolite ; but is more 
depressed and lengthened posteriorly, and destitute of the ante- 
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carinal space which occurs in all known Jurassic Glabrae.” The 
escutcheon is remarkably large and possesses transverse rugfe, 
as in the Neocomian Qiiadratae.” The author regarded the species 
as a transition form connecting the two groups of Trigonice above 
mentioned. The description of the new species was accompanied 
by a note on the Purbeck strata of the Vale of Wardour by the 
liev. W. K. Andrews. 

II. — Jan. 5, 1881. — Kobert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., President, in 
the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. ^‘The Archfean Geology of Anglesey.” By C. Callaway, Esq., 
]\I.A., D.Sc., F.G.S. With a Note on the Microscopic Structure of 
some of the Kocks, by Prof. T. G. Bonney, M.A., F.R.S., Sec G.S. 

The author discussed the stratigraphy and lithological characters 
of the rocks in the following areas : — The border of the Menai 
Strait, the Llangefni region, and the central zone, about Bodafon, 
Llangwyllog, Llanerchyinedd, and Paris Mountain, which, he 
considers, establish the following conclusions: — (1) that in 
Anglesey there are two Archaean groups, the slaty and the gneissic ; 
(2) the slaty is composed of slates, shales, limestones, grits, con- 
glomerates, and chloritic schists, in which at present a definite order 
has not been ascertained. The gneissic group is composed of the 
following, in descending order — granitoidite, chloritic and horn- 
blendic schists, grey gneiss, quartz-schist, and hillleflinta; (3) the 
slaty series is occasionally foliated, but is usually in a partially 
altered state; the gneissic group is thoroughly metamorphosed; 
(4) the slaty series has closer lithological affinities wi'h the St. 
Davids volcanic group, the Charnwood rocks and the Lilleshall 
series than with the Bangor group ; (5) the slaty series is un- 
doubtedly Pebidian,' the gneissic series may, with some probability, 
be referred to the Dimetian. The microscopic structure of the 
principal varieties of the rocks mentioned in the above paper was 
described by Prof. Bonney. 

2. “ The Limestone of Durness and Assynt.” By C. Callaway, 
Esq., D.Sc., F.G.S. 

This paper gave the result of an examination of the vicinity of 
Durness and Inchnadamf, where Lower Silurian fossils occur in a 
limestone, as discovered by Mr. C. Peach. At Durness the only 
evidence of the limestone underlying the schist is the asserted fact 
of the dip being in the same direction; for all admit the junction 
to be a faulted one. The author showed that while the flaggy 
(upper) schists dip uniformly to N.E., the limestone dips in a very 
variable manner E.S.E., E., and but rarely N.E., any dip N. of E. 
being exceptional, and then only at a distance from the schist. 
Again, the Smoo mass of limestone, cut off from the Durness area by 
a faulted strip of gneiss, dips either E.S.E., or even more to S. 
After discussing the relation of the quartzite and gneisses, the author 
passed to the Assynt district, and pointed out that the relations of 
the limestone and the quartzite are by no means satisfactorily 
established, that their conformity is rendered dubious by a marked 
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discordance of strike, and that the limestone lies in a synclinal 
basin, so that its dip in one place is in the opposite direction to that 
of the quartzite. From the above considerations the author holds 
that in these districts there is no proof of the Lower Silurian age of 
the quartzite and newer series of flaggy gneiss and schist. 

3. ‘‘On a Boulder of Hornblende- Pikrite near Pen-y-Carnisiog, 
Anglesey.*^ By Prof. T. G. Bonney, M.A., F.K.S., Sec.G.S. 

The boulder descril)ed had been originall 3 ' about a cubic yard in 
volume, and the fragments lay in a field left of the road from 
Pen-y-Camisiog to Bwlyn. The ground-mass consists of hornblende 
and serpen tinous products with a little mica. In this are crystals, 
often i iiicli long, of brown hornblende with inclosures of altered 
olivine. The author doubted whether this hornblende is not a 
paramorph after augite; some of that in the ground-mass is certainly 
of secondary origin. lie compared the rock with a pikrite from 
the Lleyn peninsula, and two described by Prof. Geikie from 
Fifeshire. It difiers from all these, but has a singular resemblance 
to a pikrite from Scliriesheim (Odenwald), except that it is rather 
more altered. He called attention to the rock in hopes that some 
geologists may discover it in situ, as it will be of much value in 
deciding in what direction the ice has moved over Anglesey. 

c :E>oi^x5:Bisrc:E3 - 


DISTURBANCES IN THE CHALK OP NORFOLK. 

Siu, — In the “ Annals and Magazine of Natural History,” for 
October, 1880, is an interesting paper by Mr. Jukes-Browne on “The 
Chalk Bluffs of Trimmingham,” wherein, after noting the opinions 
of various writers concerning their origin and history, he expresses 
his own conviction that the^^ are outlying rocks or needles formed 
previously to the deposition of the Pliocene (fluvio-marine) series of 
the Norfolk coast. 

Mr. Jukes-Browne justly compares the disturbances in the chalk 
at Trimmingham with those at Whitlingham and Swainsthorpe, 
brought into notice by Mr. J. E. Taylor (Geol. Mag. Vol. II. p. 324: ; 
Vol. III. p. 44), and endeavours to support his own view of the date 
of the Trimmingham disturbance by reference to Mr. Taylor’s 
statement that the Chalk at Whitlingham was disarranged before the 
formation of the Norwich Crag. In a more recent paper by Mr. 
Tajdor (Geol. Mag. Vol. VI. p. 509) the author, however, attributes 
the twisting and dragging up of the Chalk and its flint-layers to the 
agent which formed the Upper or Chalky Boulder-clay. This view I 
entirely coincide with, and during my Geological Survey- work near 
Norwich I obtained conclusive evidence that the similar disturbance 
at Trowse was due to glacial action (Geol. Mag. Deo. 11. Vol. VI. 
p. 380). I differ only from Mr. Taylor in assigning the formation 
of this Boulder-clay to the direct agency of land-ice, whereas he 
inclines to the view that the Upper Boulder-clay was formed under 
glacial -marine conditions, and that the stranding of ice-bergs would 
account for the disturbances of the Chalk. There is much to be said 



94 Correspondence — Dr, C, Callaway — Prof, T, G, Bonney — 

on both sides of the question ; my object, however, in writinpr this, 
was not to discuss the origin of the Chalky Boulder-clay, but to 
point out that the more remarkable disturbances in the Chalk near 
Norwich are of glacial origin, and subsequent to the deposition of 
the Norwich Crag. The section at Litchain, described b}" Mr. S. \ . 
Wood, jun., tells the same story ; and having visited the Blufis at 
Trimmingham on many occasions with m}^ colleague, Mr. Clement 
Beid, 1 have been led to adopt his ex])lanation that the disturbeances 
of the Chalk there were produced by land-iee. 

Fakenham. Horace B. Woodward. 

THE PRE-CAMBRTAX ROCKS OF BRITAIN AND BOHEMIA. 

Sir, — In Mr. Marr’s valuable paper On the Pre-Devonian Tloclcs of 
Bohemia, published in the last number of the Geological Society's 
Journal, there is one point on which fniTher evidence would seem 
desirable. 1 refer to his correlation of the Bohemian gneissic aeries 
with the St. David’s Diinetian. He describes the Bohemian rocks 
as “gneiss,” “gneissic rock .... interspersed with sniall garnets,” 

“white foliated quartzose rock,” “crystalline limestone 

strongly foliated, and containing silvery mica.” Besides these rocks 
there is a “band of gr/ij)h ite ” and dykes of “black eclogife.” 
Having' examined the Diinetian of St. l)avid s from top to bottom, 

I did not find any one of tlje varieties named by Mr. Marr, The 
series is mainly composed of quartzite and granitoid rock, and the 
existence of foliation has not been proved in either the quartzose or 
tlie more felspathic types. I do not deny the Diinetian age of the 
Bohemian gneiss, but J should hesitate to accei^t the pres^^ot evidence 
as decisive of the point. From Mr. Marr’s description, the Pebidian 
age of etage A ajqiears highly probable, and the discovery is of great 
interest. The two Pre-Cambrian groups in Bohemia are in their 
lithology not unlike the two Anglesey scries, of which full descrip- 
tions will shortly be communicated to geologists. If the older 
Anglesey series could be definitely accepted as Dimetian, Mr. Marr’s 
opinion would receive strong confirmation. C. Callaway. 

Wellington, Salop, ATor. 30, 1880. 

• ON THE TUSCAN SERPENTINES. 

Sir, — TTie author of the notice of Prof. Pantanelli’s paper I iJiaspri 
della Toscana, etc. (Geol. Mag., 1880, p. 5G4) inadvertently attributes 
to me an opinion which I do not hold, when be includes me among 
those who have recently maintained “ that the (Tuscan) serpentines 
represented true submarine lavas of the Upi3er Eocene.” On the 
contrary, in my paper (Vol. YI. p. 3G2) I am at some ])ains to show 
that these serpentines are intrusive in the diasj)ro, etc. The evidence 
against their being contemporaneous lava flows is strong. It is a 
remarkable thing that olivine rocks appear very rarely to reach the 
surface. I have never myself seen a serpentine which was not 
intrusive. Some pierites, however (e.g. that described by Professor 
Geikie in his paper on the Volcanic Kocks of the Firth of Forth), 
and limburgites appear to be lava flows, as may possibly be one or 
two other olivine rocks. T. G. Bonney. 
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Professor T. Rupert Jones — Mr, W, W. Watts, 

ENTOMOSTRACA IN COAL-SHALES. 

Sir, — In the black shale lying around the bases of some of the 
Sigillarian tree-stiiraps or stools, containing remains of small 
Amphibia {Dendrerpeton, etc.), and Land-shells (^Pvpa, etc.), at the 
South Joggins, Principal Dawson, of Montreal, has detected numerous 
specimens of Entomostraca.^ Portions of this shale, forwarded for 
examination, have yielded to my friend Mr. J. W. Kirkby and 
myself several specimens of Carhonia fahidina, J. and K.,* mostly 
of the typical form, but some belong to the variety which we term 
All of them have the surface of the valves either punctate 
or siibreticulatc. The muscle-spot is only indicated in one or^ two 
siibtranslucent specimens. A single valve of a larger and relatively 
longer species is near to, if not identical with, our Cythere ? 
hairdioides} Besides 1. Carhonia fahnlina, with its var. hmilis, 
and 2. C. ? hairdioides, there are present in this shale — 3. Ganoid 
scales of Fishes ; 4. very thin shells like Antliracomya (Naiadites) ; 
5. Spirorhis (^carhonarivs^ or near it) ; G. bits ot carbonized wood, 
showing structure ; 7* Obscure Plant Bemains, abundant. 

T. KuPEiiT Jones. 

CEllYlTS MEGAOEROS IN BEllKSITIRE. 

Sir, — Portions of tlie Antlers of two individuals of the Giganuc 
Irish Deer (Cervns megareros) dug out of the Peat of tlie Kennet 
Valley, at Alderniaston, have been lakdy 2 ')rocured by my friend IVIr. 
Walter Money, F.S.A., of Newbury, and will probably find a resting 
place in the Museum of the Oxford University. This aulhenticate«l 
find of Cervus megaceros In the Post-glacial or Quaternary alluvium of 
Berkshire will be of interest to some of your readers. 

T. Eupert Jones. 


PEBBLE FROM THE CAMBRIDGE GREENSAND. 

Sir, — I notice that in your Sejitember Number Mr. Keeping calls 
attention to a jiebble of the Wrekin devi trilled ])itchstone which was 
found in the Ui)per Neocomian dei^osit of Potton. It may be of 
interest to some of your readers to know that I found a pebble of a 
rather similar nature in the Cambridge Greensand near Horningsey, 
last June. It was a subangular fragment showing well-marked 
fluidal structure. Prof. Bonney kindly had a thin section cut for 
me, and examined it. He said, “ It is a sort of devitrified pitch- 
stone or rhyolite with well-marked fluidal structure ; it is inclined 
to be sj^herulitic, and the nature is undoubted.” He thinks, how- 
ever, that it has not exactly the structure of the Wrekin pitchstones, 
but might possibly be matched either in Scotland or Norway. 

Sidney College, Cambridge, ^ ^ Wa'tth 

Nov. l^th, 1880. WATTS. 


1 See the American Journal of Science,” vol. xx. November, 1880, p. 404. 

2 “Annals Nat. Hist.” ser. 6, vol. iv. p. 31, pi. 2, 1-10. 

* Ibid. figs. 11-14. 

* Ibid. p. 38, pi. 3, figs. 24-26. 



96 


Mkcellaneom. 


PRESENTATIOX OF THE EDWARD WOOD COLLECTION TO THE 
YORK MUSEUM. 

Sir, — The well-known collection of fossils formed by the late Mr. 
E. Wood, of Kichmond, Yorkshire, has been purchased by Mr. Wm. 
lieed, F.G.S., of York, and by him presented to the Museum of the 
Yorkshire Philosophical Society, York. 

The collection consists of about 10,000 specimens, and is specially 
rich in fossils from the Carboniferous rocks. W. Keeping. 

The Museum, Yohk, Jan. Yith^ 1881. 

Mr. Heed had previously presented his own magnificent collection 
of fossils to the Y^orkshire Philosophical Society. 


A Fossil Ehinoceros in the Flesh.— The body of a large 
Khinoceros was recently discovered in the Werohojanksi district, 
Siberia. It was found on the bank of a small tributary to the 
Jana (Lena?) river, and was laid bare by the action of the water. 
It was remarkably well preserved, the skin being unbroken and 
covered with long hair. Unfortunately only the skull of this rare 
fossil has reached St. Petersburg, and a foot is said to be at Irkutsk, 
while the remainder was allowed to be washed away by the river 
soon after it had been discovered. The investigation of the skull 
shows that this Khinoceros {R. Merckii) is a connecting form 
between the species now existing and the so-called Rhinoceros ticlio- 
rhinuSf remains of which are not unfrequently found in the Brick-earth 
of the Valley of the Thames at Ilford, and in Prussia. 

The Readers of this Magazine will be glad to learn inat Mr. A. R. 
Wallace, the celebrated explorer, uatiiralist, and author, is to receive a pension of 
£200 a year from the Government, in rticognition of his eminence in zoological science, 
in promoting which he has done so much good service. 

We are requested by the author to print the subjoined list of Errata in Mr. H. II. 
Howorth’s paper on “ The Mammoth in Siberia,” Geol. Mao. Dec. 1880, pp. 
550—561. 
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I. — On the Connexion between Tkavelled Blocks in the Upper 
Punjab and a supposed Glacial Period in Upper India. 

By A. B. AYynne, F.G.S., etc. 

r^nilE transported blocks of the Indus Valley are not witlioiit 
JL some interest in connexion with the theory of an Indian 
Glacial Period akin to that of Europe, and with regard to the 
support they do or do not give to that supposition. 

I do not propose to enter into the whole question of this Glacial 
Period, one much affected by observations made in regions which 
I have not explored, but only intend to discuss facts within my 
knowledge concerning a district with which I am better acquainted. 

The district is the Upper Punjab, the northern part of the land 
of the five rivers,” and is almost entirely^ included in the local 
portion of the basin of the largest of these, the Indus or Ahha Sin, 

From the last gorge of this great river, where it issues from the 
Himalayan Mountains, down to within a few miles of where it breaks 
through their furthest outworks in a southerly direction, a quantity 
of crystalline masses derived from the Himalayan ridges, and often 
of huge size up to 50 or 100 feet girth, are distributed for forty or 
fifty miles, chiefly on its left bank, and so far as twenty miles from 
the river itself. Similar blocks also occur locally along smaller 
tributaries of the Indus and of the Jhelum, which is one of its 
affluents, but these blocks are not known at any great distance from 
the hills. 

The blocks in question were noticed many years ago in one of Hr. 
Verchere’s papers,^ and subsequently in the publications of the 
Geological Survey of India, where I have attributed their distribution 
to the agency of floating-ice ; but my friend and colleague Mr. 
Theobald claims that they are additional evidence in support of his 
view that extensive glaciers once descended from the Himalayas and 
left their detritus on the plains of India at elevations of and under 
2000 feet, where the climate has so much changed that snow is now 
never known to fall. 

Mr. Theobald’s last paper on the subject appears in the Geol. Surv. 

^ A. S. Bong. 36. pt. 2. 
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Ind. Eecords, vol. xiii. pt. 4.’ After referring to the distribution of 
the blocks which I have called “the Indus drift,” he contends that they 
occur only on the surface of fluviatile deposits, and hence that they 
must form parts of lateral moraines or other glacially transported 
detritus, it would seem according to his view deposited from the 
melting both of solid glaciers and also of floating- ice. Where the 
limit between these two varieties of ice agenc}^ occurs he does not 
indicate, and it docs not appear how his glaciers traversed the 
fluviatile deposits without disturbing them or sweeping them away. 

It seems to be generally received that towards the close of the 
great Tertiary period in the Punjab, during which rocks to the 
thickness of some miles were deposited, and the successive stages 
of the elevation of the Himalayas look place, one of the last up- 
heavals of these mountains occurred. It may also be considered 
highly probable that these earth-movements of the Himalaya were 
not always conterminous with the extent of the whole chain. 
However this may be, I have met with some evidence which may 
point to the possibility that the western or Punjab portion of the 
mountains was even so recently as during Post-Tertiary times much 
more elevated than it is at present. 

On two of the outer ranges, at heights of many hundred feet 
above the Indus, near the summits of llie Chita and Salt Kanges in 
the vicinity of this river, I have found either coarse river-like 
deposits or scattered irregularly -shaj ted and rounded dark or 
variously-coloured river-stones, consisting of precisely the same 
Himalayan rocks as are now being rolled southwards by the river 
through its gorges far below. Upon these facts I rested the sup- 
position that the river channel was once situated at a height of 
something like a thousand or fifteen hundred feet above its present 
level,* in which case the neighbouring ranges of the Himahiya, as 
far as the sources of the river, might also have been much more 
lofty. 

^ In this publication my colleague has scarcely given an accurate vit'w of my 
statements or opinions. 31is suggestion that I thought the Indus had abandoned its 
deep rocky gorge at the Chita range since this was fornu'd is not warranted by any- 
thing I have Avritten. His view that stones from the bed of that riv(‘r were carrif-d up 
to villages on th(,' summits of the range named, by their inhabitants f(>r the ])urpose 
of decorating graves, had of course suggested itself to me, and been rejected for 
want of evidence that such villag(‘s or the gravels of Iheir inhabitants ever r.xisted 
tht^e. lie classes me by imj)licati(>n as one of his Antiglacialists, becausi' I have 
refrained from advocating his theory, for want of conclusive evide nce. With these 
exceptions, and a few otluirs of minor importance as to his limitation of the localities 
occupied by the travelled blocks, I only regret that the paper seems to pn»ve nothing 
in support of the author’s aucavs as to the connexion between the blocks and glaciation 
at low levels in India. 

* In the paper alluded to before, Mr. Theobald argues that the Indus did not cross 
the Chita Range at a higher hwel, because be failed to hud its en'atics {i.e. trans- 
ported debris), caught in clefts betAveen the limestone crags of the ranges From his 
reference it would appear likely that he only crossed one or other of the Ioav ])asse8 of 
the range by road, where the limited nature of his observations might lessen tludr force, 
if this were not entirely set aside by the fact that the mountain surface of that 
period must long since have been removed by denudation. The argument, however, 
was not that the river had wandered, but that it ran at a much higher level nearly 
at the same place. 
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Otherwise a slow elevation might be supposed to have taken 
place nearly at the same rate as the river cut its channel, or the 
result might be ascribed to the vast and continuous operation of 
aerial denudation, in reducing the altitude of tlio ground. 

If either the first or the last of these suppositions be correct, the 
greater elevation of the mountains would bring the regions of glaciers 
and perennial snows under existing climatic conditions nearer to 
the area now covered by the transported blocks. 

The Indus is famous for its debacles, and these, carrying in their 
rush fragments of glaciers laden with rock masses from the high 
regions into a lake (which there is reason to suppose once covered 
much of the Northern Punjab Steppe), it appears to me would 
account very simply for the transport southwards of the blocks 
rel’erred to, and also for their distribution. 

The lacustrine character of the silt or loess, extensively spread 
over the Kawul Pindi plateau, is in favour of the former existence 
of a lake or lakes in much the same relative position to the mountains 
as the Terai swamps at their foot further eastward, and in its waters 
the ice-floated blocks could have been impelled for some distance in 
the currents caused by floods. 

As the natural conse(pience of the ordinary glaciers of the 
mountains approaching nearer to the plains, owing to greater alti- 
tude, traces of these glaciers might still be found in ice-b( rne 
blocks resting where glaciers no longer exist beyond the area occu- 
pied by the supposed lake or lakes. Where such blocks rested on 
softer material than themselves, sub-aerial denudation would reduce 
their stability till they might be rolled into the deepest Khuds and 
river-courses, as is the case along the Ui)per Imlus, the Upper 
Jhelum in Kashmir territory, or along its tributary the Nainsuk 
from Kaghan. 

It would thus appear that either within or beyond the area where 
floating-ice could move them, great transported rock fragments such 
as these could find their way into their present positions without 
the necessity for imagining that enormous glaciers spread in recent 
times from the Himalaya Mountains out over the plains of India, to 
elevations not more than 2000 feet (or even less) above the sea, or to 
distances of 40 or 50 miles away from these mountains — in the 
Upper Punjab. 

Jo any one familiar with the appearance of the “Drift” of Ireland 
and the glacial features of many of its hill regions, the great differ- 
ence between these features and the supposed glacier work in the 
Upper Punjab is so palpable, that the strongest possible doubts 
suggest themselves as to the probability of extensive glaciation at 
low levels in the north of India, and certainly when the circum- 
stances urged in favour of this bear any other interpretation, the 
alternative supposition gathers force from the comparison. 
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IL — Notes on the Physical Character and Thickness of the 
Upper Silurian Rocks of Shropshire, with the Brachiopoda 
they Contain grouped in Geological Horizons. 

By Thomas Davihson, F.E.S., and Geoiioe Maw, F.G.S 
{Coutmued from p. 13.) 

S hropshire was always considered by Sir Roderick Mnrcbison 
as one of the districts in which his Upper Silurian rocks could 
be most advantageously studied.' We jiropose tlierefore, in this 
communication to offer some few notes on the Geology and Palaion- 
tology of the Wenlock and Ludlow series; illustrated by tlie 
Brachiopoda, reserving for the present what we may have to com- 
municate with respect to the Upper Llandoveiy. 

The extensive washings undertaken by one of us have brought to 
light some fifty to sixty^ thousand specimens, of which some were 
previously unknown, while others were new to the district. The 
new species will be described and figured in the secpiel. 

The occurrence of cleanly- washed fossils in the debns remaining 
from many of the clays and shales suggested to one of us Giat the 
potter’s process of Isevigation might be conveniently employed by the 
geologist for the collection of fossils, especially of the smaller 
species, from the soft shales, in vviiicli hand- 2 )icking is at best a 
most laborious 2 )rocess. 

'ihe potter’s object in clay laf^vigation is to get rid of the coarser 
matter. The fossil collector jmrsues, as iu wen ; the ^irocess in 
reverse by getting rid of all the clay and fine mattei, and ol»tiuning 
in a comj)act form the coarse debris, including the organic remains. 

A plotter’s Blunging ” or clay landgaiing machine, though it 
greatly facilitates the jirocess, and enables large quantities of 
material to be quickly Ifevigated, is not essential, as an extiericnced 
worker can in a day easily hevigate several hundredweights of clay 
or soft shale, with the aid only of a tub and a stout wooden stirrer. 

The operator should i:)rovide himself with a set of sieves of the 
following mesh : 1, 2, 4, G, 10 and 12 wires tc the inch. 

Having digested in water, say, half a ton of material, the ** slip ” 
or liquid clay is poured off through the No. 12 or finest sieve, which 
would catch any small fossils ; and the remaining debris, which 
might weigh about a hundredweight, should be repeatedly washed 
with fresh water, by which all fine matter will be removed, and the 
material remaining will in most cases resemble clean coarse gravel, 
with which the 02 )erator will have further to deal. As this will 

' We follow Sir Eoderick Murchison’s classification of the Lower Palasozoic 
formations, for no geologist worked harder to unravel the eoTuplications under which 
the Upper and Lowct Silurian rocks were shrouded. Tlie imhlication of the 
“ Silurian Systcjm” in 1839, with all its iraperfections and on the model of Smith’s 
“ Strata identified by Organized Fossils,” did more than any other work to stimulate 
researches in the right direction all over the world. See also Barrande’s important 
paper “ Du maintien de la nomenclature etablie par Mr. Murchison,” Cougres 
International de Geologic, p. 101, Paris, 1878. 
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ultimately be the subject of the laborious process of hand-picking,” 
it is desirable to reduce its bulk as much as possible. The whole is 
first passed through the sieve of one-inch mesh, which catches all 
the stones, lumps of undigested shale and the larger fossils, wliich 
are easily picked out. The mass is thus reduced to from half to 
two-tliirds of its weight, and is then dried. It greatly facilitates 
further o 2 :)erations, to sort this into separate sizes by passing 
the dried material successively through the sieves of J inch, i of 
an inch, and "^f an inch mesh. The fine matter passed through 
the of an inch mesh seldom contains fossils, and may be thrown 
away. 

Now comes the final j^rocess of hand-picking from the three sorted 
lots of debris. These are spread out thinly on a slab of slate or a 
smooth board, and women, at a wage of Ls. 6d. a day, quickly per- 
form the operation, and readily learn not only to jiick out the fossils 
from the gravelly debris, but also to roughlj^ sort the s^iecies. 

As an instance of the good results of this process, we would men- 
tion that from one cartload of the Buildwas Beds of Wenlock Shale 
no less than 4300 S23ecimens of one species, Orthis hiloha, were 
obtained, besides a much greater bulk of other Brachiojiods, amount- 
ing together to 10,000 S23ec’''*iens at least ; but this does not nearly 
represent the full wealth of life of this rich horizon, as many of the 
larger species, and others not com23letely calcified, would get broken 
uj) in the wasliing ]3rocess, and we have had to supplement the 
species obtained by washing with a series of hand-picked S 2 )ecimens. 

^ whok 'f be debris has been preserved after picking out the 
Brachuqi^ 'S, as it rd o iiidsin minute corals and other fossils, which 
will we hope be investigated by other observers. 

cost of the j3i'Ocess, with the aid of a plotter’s clay blunging 
macliine, amounts to about 18s. per ton of materials. This includes 
the cartage of the shale two or three miles, the whole process of 
washing, and the hand-picking of the fossils by paid workers. 

Tiie following estimate of the thicknesses of the several sub- 
divisions of the Ui)23er Silurian rocks of Shropshire is based on the 
average of three sections from S.S.E. to N.N.W. across the north- 
eastern end of the great Shrojishire escar23ment. One of these passes 
through the town of Much Wenlock, and the others at distances of 
about two miles to the east and west. 

The horizontal distances of the lines of contour from the base of 
the Upper Llandovery to the base of the Devonian average from 8^ 
to 4 miles or about 20,000 feet ; and taking the general dij) at 12^, the 
total thickness of the Upper Silurian series can scarcely be less than 
4500 feet. 

An estimate of the actual thickness of each of its subdivisions is 
difficult to arrive at accurately, mainly from the fact that most of the 
zones, both in mineral cluiracter and in the range of species, 
insensibly graduate into each other, and it is probable that no two 
observers would fix exactly on the same lines of demarcation. 

There are perhaps few parts of the country in which the surface 
features of contours are ruled so closely by their geological structure 
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enabling the eye at a glance to follow all the main subdivisions. 
Standing on Benthall Edge or Wenlock Edge, the most prominent 
points in the escarpment, three parallel valleys and two well- 
marked intermediate ridges can be made out at almost every part of 
the long line of exposure extending from Ironbridge on the north- 
east to Ludlow on the south-west, the three valleys corresponding 
with the soft shales and the two ridges with the limestones. 

The broad sweeping valley of Ape Dale below the observer to 
the north-west represents the Wenlock Shale, backed up on its 
north-western side by the harder beds of Llandovery Limestone and 
conglomerate forming the base of the Upper Silurian series. 

The Llandovery beds on the lines of section may be roughly 
estimated at a thickness of 160 to 170 feet, of which the con- 
glomerate, closely resembling the Millstone Grit, forms the greater 
bulk. The overlying Wenlock series attain a thickness of from 
2500 to 2800 feet : their principal mass consists of soft shales 
capped by the Wenlock Limestone, which has determined the 
beautiful escarpment of Wenlock Edge, overhanging the gentle 
sweep of Ape Dale, and on the south side forms a regular dip 
slope into the Lower Ludlow valleys of Much Wenlock and Hope 
Dale. 

No clear line of boundary exists between the limestone and shale, 
for the one imperceptibly graduates and dies out into the other. 

From careful measurements made on Benthall Edge we have 
ascertained that the compact limestone is from 80 to 90 feet in 
thickness, and it thickens somewhat in the direction of Wenlock to 
the south-west. Below the compact limestone rock it becomes inter- 
stratified with thin layers of shale. Still lower down it assumes 
a concretionary structure, and gradually dies out into soft shale, 
through increasingly distant nodular courses, at about 400 or 500 
feet below the crest of the limestone ridges. 

On Benthall Edge the Wenlock Limestone dips from 15° to 20° 
S.S.W. ; to the westward the dip decreases to from 10° to 15°, and at 
the eastern extremity of the escarpment at Lincoln Hill, near Coal- 
brook Dale, the inclination increases to from 45° to 50°. The upturn- 
ing may have been continuously gradual or interrupted. It commenced 
before the Carboniferous period, for the Coal-measures rest upon it 
un conformably, and it continued subsequently, indicated by the fact 
that the inclination of the margin of the Carboniferous beds is 
related to the greater or less inclination of the subjacent Wenlock 
Limestone. 

The following proposed subdivision of the great mass of Wenlock 
Shale, which at the north-eastern end of the Shropshire escarj)ment, 
attains a thickness of from 2000 to 2200 feet, has been suggested by 
the alternation of zones of highly fossiliferous and comparatively 
barren strata. 

As stated above, there is an insensible gradation between the 
Wenlock Limestone proper and the Wenlock Shale, the shales 
under the limestone containing scattered concretionary courses of 
nodular limestone, and it will be convenient to term this intermediate 
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zone The Tickwood Beds,” which may be roughly estimated to 
include a thickness of from 300 to 500 feet of strata. 

They are exposed in the deep road-cutting near the rail way bridge 
between Tickwood and Farley Dingle. There is also a fine natural 
exposure miles to the east, by the side of a small stream flowing 
down the east end of Benthall Edge, opposite Ironbridge ; and most 
of the adjacent cutting on the Severn Valley Railway passes through 
the base of these nodular limestones and shales. The Tickwood 
Beds are highly fossiliferous. They contain all the five species of 
Spirifer found in the Upper Silurians of Shropshire, with a larger 
proportion of individuals than in any other zone. The Tickwood 
Beds are also the highest horizon in which the new genus Glassia 
occurs, and Orthis biloha here attains its highest limit, with the 
exception that a few individuals occur rarely in the Wenlock Lime- 
stone and Lower Ludlow. 

Below the fossiliferous Tickwood Beds, from 1800 to 1900 feet of 
soft shales occur, which are comparatively barren in organic remains, 
excepting only that at one- third from their base a remarkably rich 
zone occurs, the horizon of which seems to correspond closely with 
tliat of the Woolhope Limestone of Herefordshire, and possibly of the 
Barr Limestone of Stafibrd shire, though in Shropshire the calcareous 
element is wanting. It is exposed on the east bank of the River 
Severn, a short distance above Build was Bridge, in a section in- 
cluding from 70 to 80 feet of shale beds, which we propose to 
call “ The Build was Beds.” They are also exposed further to the west 
by the side of the brook south of Harley. Just above the fossiliferous 
zone of the Buildwas Beds, the monotonous ‘‘ Mudstone ” character 
of the Wenlock Shale is broken by the occurrence of a few thin 
bands of a remarkable cream-coloured clay, resembling steatite in 
texture. The late Mr. David Forbes made for one of us an analysis 
of these bands, which were found to consist of 


Water 13'88 

Carbonic Acid 4'88 ) ^ xit- 

j- ^ A.oo 1 = ll’lO of Carbonate of Lime. 


Silica 45-48 

Alumina 23 62 

Protoxide of Iron 1-76 

Protoxide of Manganese 0 07 

Magnesia 1 *44 

Potash 2-15 

Soda 0'64 


99-94 

and remarked on the smallness of the per-centage of magnesia in 
the mineral, which so closely resembles compounds which, from 
their unctuous feel and external characters, are usually considered 
to be highly magnesian. 

The pale colour of these bands is evidently due to the occurrence 
of the iron in a state of protoxide, which may perhaps have resulted 
from the presence of the deoxidising agency of organic matter. 

If we place the Tickwood Beds as forming a connecting link 
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between the Wenlock Limestone and the Wenlock Shcale, the re- 
mainder of the shale may be subdivided as follows : — 


Barren Shales of Coalbrook Dale and Ape Dale, or “ Conihrook 

Dale Beds ” 

Fossilifcrous zone of Duildwas, or ‘^Baddwas Beds ” 

Barren Shales of Build was Park, or Basement Beds’*"* 


1100 to 1200 feet 
80 to 100 „ 
500 to 000 ,, 


These soft shales have largely determined the configuration of 
the contours of the district, and represent the sweeping Ape Dale 
valley of denudation, which spreads out for twenty miles below 
the supporting ridge of Wenlock Limestone of Wenlock Edge, and 
have in Coalbrook Dale yielded to the excavation of that picturesque 
valley. 

Some soft shales, about 100 feet thick, overlying the Wenlock 
Limestone, and exposed in cuttings by the side of the railway 
between Buildwas and Wenlock, west of iho Bradley Lime Quarries, 
may also pertain to the Wenlock series : in physical character they 
more nearly resemble the shales of the Wenlock than the overlying 
Ludlow Beds. 

The Wenlock Shale in Shropshire, which cannot be much less 
than 1800 to 1900 feet in thickness, has a development much in 
excess of the Wenlock shale in the Malvern district, where Professor 
Phillips estimated it to be 640 feet thick ; indeed, its thickness in 
Shropshire is greater than in any other district, unless we except 
its supposed equivalents, the Denbighshire Flags, whicli Mr. Gr. 
Maw believes will be found to belong to a distinctly lower horizon. 


The Ludlow Series , — Any definite estimate of the relative thick- 
nesses of the several members of the Ludlow Beds is difficult to 
arrive at, as at the eastern extremity of the Shropshire escarpment 
the Aymestry horizon is ill-defined, here and there represented, by 
isolated thin bands of limestone, and again as thick masses of 
impure concretionary limestone intermixed with shale. Collectively 
the Ludlow series attains a thickness of from 1200 to 1400 feet, 
which the Aymestry band divides nearly equally, the Lower 
Ludlow being a little thicker than the Upper, and consists of softer 
shales. The Upper Ludlow Beds, as at Burton, near Wenlock, 
often assume the character of fissile Tile- stones. The Lower 
Ludlow Beds are exposed in cuttings of the Wenlock Bailway 
between Wenlock and Presthope, and the very base of tljese beds 
are seen in the Wenlock Bail way east of Wenlock. The equivalent 
of the Aymestry Limestone is finally exposed in the road-cutting 
below the Dunge House, near Broseley, and to the west of the 
Marsh Farm on the high road between Broseley and Much Wenlock. 
The Upper Ludlow is to be seen by the road-side at Burton, near 
Wenlock, and is also exposed in Willey Park, and in the bottom of 
the valley below the Dean Farm, near Broseley. 

The beds connecting the Upper Ludlow with the Old Bed Sand- 
stone, which are well exposed on the banks of a little stream known 
as Linley Brook, two or three miles south^ of Broseley, have been 
described by Messrs. Koberts and Kandall in the Quarterly Journal 
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of the Geological Society of London, vol. xix. p. 229. The upper 
part of their section given at p. 232 appears to refer to the baso 
of an outlier of the Coal-measures, and the remainder to the base of 
the Old Eed Sandstone and toji of the Upper Ludlow. The red 
micaceous marls in the road-cutting on the Bridgnorth side of the 
valley clearly belong to the Old Ited Sandstone, and these are, we 
suppose, represented by the bed c ” in Messrs, lioberts and 
liandall’s section. Below this the section is described as follows : — 


ft. ins. 

(L Lin^ht- coloured grits, with plant-romains 20 0 

e. Hard micactjous grits, soinowliat flaggy, and charged with fish 

remains (“ The IJprEii Bone Bed.”} 7 0 

/. Flagstones bearing current markings 1 9 

(j. Micaceous sandy grits with Linynhe 0 11 

h. Greenish irr(^gu^arly laminahd ro(;k with conglomerate 1 0 

i. Hard calcareous grit with thickly disseminated greenish grains and 

many broken LinguUe 1 0 

7c. Laminated light grey micaceous and sandy shales 20 0 

1. Grey m'caceoiis grits 0 6 

m. Mi(!aceous sandy clays coloured bjr peroxide of iron 6 0 


n. Yellow sandstones (Downton series), with Jieyrichin. LitufU'cr^ and 
including two or more ferruginous hands, containing large (juautities 
of the dermal studs of fragments of Lviyuhv., and iiiiuuie 

crystals of cpiartz. Clusters of Modiotojjsis complannUi occur at the 


base of this rook (The fiOW’^Eii ok Ludlow Bone Bed) 8 0 

0 . Hard calcareous shales with fish-nmiains, Linynlfr^ k.'\k 6 0 

p. Flaggy Inuls of impure limestone, with Scrpiditefi Iof>yi^stwt{{^, true 

Upper Ludlow 4 0 

q Hard impure limestone, Ayim's^r)' series, at base. 


These are without doubt the passage-beds connecting the Devonian 
ana Silurian series ; and the only exception we take to Messrs. 
Iloberts and Randall’s determination is tlie supposed occurrence of 
Aymostry Limestone at the base of their section, as, judging from 
the thickness of the Upper Ludlow Beds in neighbouring sections, 
it is improbable that the Aymostry Limestone would ctime within 
the section here exposed. 

Of Brachiopoda, we believe no species have been found in the 
Linley Brook section, except Lingula cornea^ which is abundant. 

General Results of the Washings . — The extensive washings and 
hand-picking from rocks and shales of the Wenlock and Ludlow 
series in Shropshire has enabled us to ascertain to what horizon each 
species is peculiar or what was its stratigraphical range. Of course 
we limit our conjectures to those species of which we have positively 
ascertained the presence in each horizon. Some few of them may 
perhaps occur in horizons not indicated in our table, but as they 
have not come to our knowledge are necessarily omitted. 

A glance at our table will show that species were more numerous 
during the Wenlock than the Ludlow period, that is to say, that 
while G6 species have been collected from the Wenlock series of 
Shropshire, only 37 were found in that of the Ludlow period — 22 
being common to both epochs. These numbers are the result of our 
personal investigations, but may be slightly modified hereafter or 
upon still more extended research. 
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The common or abundant species seem generally to have enjoyed 
the largest vertical stratigraphical range. For example, Orthis 
hiloha may be regarded as one of the most abundant species in the 
Wenlock series, occurring also in diminished numbers in the Lower 
and Upper Ludlow. The chief horizon, or where it swarms, is the 
Lower Wenlock Shales or Build was Beds,” where we have 
estimated that upwards of 4500 specimens may be obtained from 
the washing of a square yard of Build was Shale. And from seven 
tons weight of this shale not less than 25,000 specimens of the shell 
were obtained, and a vast number more were lost through the wash- 
ing operations. Orthis elegantula is very abundant both in the 
Wenlock and Ludlow series, and occurs in no less than nine horizons, 
but most abundant in the Wenlock Limestone and Shales overlying 
and underlying it. Orthis hyhrida swarms throughout the Wenlock 
series. 0. Lewisii is likewise found to possess an extended range from 
the Lower Ludlow down to the Lower Wenlock Shales. The other 
species of the genus are much rarer and have a limited vertical range. 
Of the interesting small Streptorhynchus nasuta a single specimen was 
found by the Rev. H. G. Day in the Wenlock Limestone of Benthall 
Edge. Among the StropViomenidse, St rhomb oidalis alone enjoys 
the greatest vertical range, and is at the same time the most abundant 
species of the group. Leptcena transversalis and especially X. 
segmentum are very abundant species, while Chonetes lepisma swarms 
in the shales above the Wenlock Limestone, but has not hitherto 
been found in Shropshire at any other horizon with the exception of 
that of the Lower Ludlow. Next to Orthis hiloha^ Atrypa reticularis 
is the most abundant sj'^^cies throughout the Wenlock series, and is 
likewise very common in the Lower Ludlow and Aymestry Lime- 
stone. Atrypa Barrandi is a very abundant Wenlock species. 
Meristella tumida possesses an extensive vertical range. Five species 
of Spirifera have been collected, but of these the small Sp. crispa is 
the most abundant; it swarms in the Wenlock Limestone, and 
especially in the shales that underlie it. Nucleospira pisum is a very 
abundant species in four horizons of the Wenlock series. Betzia 
Salteri and especially Retzia Bouchardi are very common species in 
the Wenlock Limestone and its Shales. Among the RhynchonellidcBy 
Rh. borealis is immensely abundant in the Wenlock Limestone and 
in its underlying shales, while Rhynchonella Wilsoni is most abun- 
dant in the Ludlow rocks. 

It is also worthy of remark that while the species belonging to 
the Clistenterata are prevalent in the Wenlock series, the reverse 
tekes place tor the IVetenterata. For example, five species of 
Lingula occur in the Ludlow series, while two only have occurred 
to. us out of some fifty thousand specimens of Wenlock Brachiopoda, 
Lingula Symondi and Orbiculoidea Forbesii being the only abundant 
species in the Wenlock series, and these apparently almost restricted 
to the Lower W’^enlock Shales. A glance, however, at the table (see 
over-leaf, pp. 108 and 109), will obviate the necessity of further 
remarks on this subject. The 81 species recorded in our table belong 
to some 22 genera. 
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BRACHIOPODA FROM UPPER SILURIANS OF SHROPSHIRE. 


GENERA AND SPECIES 
OF BRACHIOPODA. 


r Rare, r r Very rare, 
c r Not very abundant, 
c Common. 
c c Very abundant. 


Lingui.a Svr/io//^sn, Salter 

Leimsiiy Sow i 

sinata^ Sow ' 

ifiifihna., Sow 

iafiz. Sow. 


■ coi'nea. Sow. 


Orbiculoidea Forhesii^ Uav 

Discina rtt<rata^ Sow 

Mon'isii^ Dav 

-striata. Sow 


Pholidops ( Crania) hnplicaia^ 
Sow 


Dinobolus Davidsoni^ Salter... 

Waldheimia Ala7i'ei, Dav 

? G/assc'i, Dav 

Meristella tizmida^ Dalman... 

didyma^ Dal 

• li£7nnsciila., Sow. .. 

? A'lawci^ Dav 

Spirifera plicatella^ var. ra- 
diata, Sow 

var. hiterlineata. Sow, 

crispa^ Linne 

el^i’ata^ Dal ^ 

sulcata^ His ^ 

Cyrtia cxporrecta^ Wahl I 


NUCI.EOSPIRA//J7/W, Sow 

Atrypa reticularis^ Linne 

■ aspera (small var.) 

Schloth 

marginalise Dal 

■ imbricatae Sow 

Barrandi, Dav 

Glass I A obervatae Sow. sp 

— elongatae Dav 

Retzia Salteriy Dav 

Bouchardi^ Dav. 

1 
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Eichwaldia Capewelli^ Dav. ..J 

Streptis Grayt\ Dav 

Pentamerus Sow. ... 

galeatiis^ Dal 

— ^ linguifera^ Sow 

Riiynchonella Wilsoni^ Sow. 

sphceroidalis^ M‘Coy. 

■ Lewisii^ Dav 

borealis^ Schl 

hideniaia^ Sow 

StricklandU Sow 

ciincata^ Dal 

niicula^ Sow 

Dayii Dav 

sp.' 

SP 

dcjlexa, Sow 

(? Atrypa) dcpressa. 

Sow. (genus uncertain)! 

( ? genus uncertain) 

navicula^ Sow. 


Ortitts hiloha, Linne 

lunaia. Sow 

- elegantida^ Dal 

elcgantiilina^ Dav. . . . 

hybrida^ Sow 

Lcwisii^ Dav 

Bouchardi^ Dav 

rustic a ^ Sow 

IValsalUensis^ Dav. ... 

(Tquwalvis, Dav 

biforata^ Schl 

S T R E r T o R H Y N c H u s nasiila^ 
Linst 

Strophomena Dayi, Dav 

7'homhoidalis, Wilkens] 

fm'cillata^ M‘Coy 

euglypJia^ Sow 

— — anti(]uata. Sow. ... 

imbrex^ Pander 

" " ■ — pec ten j Linne 

filosa^ Sow 

ornatella, Salter 

Fletcheri^ Dav 

Lept.<ena, transversalis. Dal. 

segme7ttum^ Angelin 

Icevigatay Sow 

Chonetes lepisma. Sow 

minima^ Sow 

striaiellay Fischer 


c r 
I c 
c r 
c 


r 

c r 

c 


c r 
c 

c 

r r 
c 


8 

r r 


c c 
c r 


c r 
. ! c r 

: i r 

■ I 

. I. . 


c c 
r 
c 

c r 


c 

c 

c c 
r 

c r 
c r 


c r 
r 


c r 
c 


10 

c r 


11 


r 

c c 


C C i C C ; 

c i c C I 


c r 
r r 
r r 


r 

c r 


c 

c c 


;i2i 


{To be concluded in our next Fumbei' ) 


♦The list of Llandovery species is not yet complete. 
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III. — On a Case in which various massive Crystalline Rocks 
INCLUDING Soda-Granite, Quartz-Diorite, Norite, Horn- 

BLENDITE, PyROXENITE, AND DIFFERENT ChRYSOLITIC KoCKS, 
WERE MADE THROUGH MeTAMORPHIC AgENCIES IN ONE MeTA- 

MOKPHio Process, 

By Prof, James D, Dana, LL.D„ A.M., For. IVfcnib. Geol. Soc. Lond., 
of Yale College, Nvw^ Haven, Ct, U.S.A. 

Part II. 

(Continued from page Go.) 

B. The Relation of the Cortland Rocks to the other Rocks of West- 
chester County. 

T he above brief description of the Cortland rocks prejiares tlie 
way for a consideration of their relation to the other rocks of the 
county. The following questions arise: Are they one with the latter 
in system ? are they rocks of an earlier system? or are they eruptive 
rocks, and not metaniorphic, and hence, of no bearing on the general 
question as to the age of the Westchester limestones and the asso- 
ciated schists ? 

1. Evidences of more or less Complete Fusion, 

The evidences of fusion or plasticity are many ; and, taking them 
collectively, they are decisive. They are exhibited in the following 
ways: (1) The massive character of the crystalline rocks over so 
large an area, and a general resemblance in them to igneous rooks ; 
(2) the great size of the hornblende crystals in some of the quartz- 
diorite, and the well-defined crystals of hypersthene in part of the 
norite, resembling the augite crj^stals of some volcanic rocks, facts 
indicating freedom of molecular movement during the process of 
crystallization ; (3) the broken condition of the crystalline indi- 
viduals in some places, which is evidence of movement while in a 
pasty state after the beginning of solidification ; (4) the occurrence 
in the massive rocks of included fragments of other rocks, like the 
inclusions in many trap or basaltic ejections : (5) the existence of 
dykes or veins of the hornblendic and other rocks, of very various 
sizes, intersecting the adjoining rocks. 

The inclusions are remarkably numerous in some portions of the 
region, and are often of wonderful magnitude. About Cruger’s 
station, in the soda-granite and quartz-diorite, they occur from an 
inch in breadth to many feet ; one seen in the face of a bluff on the 
railroad, between three and four hundred yards north-east of Cruger’s 
station, has a maximum breadth of eighteen feet and a length but 
little less, and consists of garnetiferous mica-schist like that within 
a fourth of a mile to the east and south ; and this is not the largest 
in that region. They abound also in the chrysolite rocks and norite 
of Montrose Point and Stony Point, and in the limestone of Ver- 
planck Point. They usually consist of the various materials which 
constitute the schist of the vicinity, even to the magnetitic garnet 
rock, quartzite, etc. 
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Figure 3 represents (^ir of the natural size) an example from the 
3 soda-granite, half a mile 4 . 

. west of Cruger’s, where 

fragments of a /yO / 

thin layer of mica-schist / / / / 

■yy:::myy ^ occur in the granite. Fig. / / / / 

4 (rV the natural size) is f / / / 

of an inclusion in the J f / f 

■ norite of Montrose Point; //%/ / 

the distorted form, the \ / 

fractures, and the faults j / [ / 

appear to be evidence of 
former free movement in I \ 
the massive norite. Fig. \ \ \ \ 

• 5 represents a surface 

three feet square from a large brecciated pyroxenite 
' adjoining directly the crystalline limestone on the 

":Jv7 shores of the Hudson at Verplanck Point. The 
“ masses in this strange breccia are contorted frag- 

ments of the limestone, one or two feet long, the thin layers of 
which have been brought out prominently by surface erosion. 

The examples of what appear to bo veins or dykes are also numer- 
ous, Tliey cut through the chrysolite rock and norite of Stony 
Point and Montrose Point, and through the crystalline limestone of 
Verplanck Point. Tliose at the last-mentioned place, facing the 
river (north of the foot of Broadway), vary from an inch in width 
to over fifty feet. Some are simply faulted bands, like Fig. 0. 



Others have more irregular courses, as in Fig. 7, representing 
eight feet from a vein at Verplanck Point. Fig. 8 shows a crossing 
of two small veins from the same limestone region. Some, if not all, 
of such veins must, therefore, be true veins or dykes; and are evidence 
as to the former fused or plastic condition of the material and its 
injection into fissures. Veins formed in this way are not veins of 
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infiltration or segregation, that is, they are not due to the filling of 
fissures by material supplied slowly in solution or vapour ; for no 
difference in coarseness of texture or structure exists between the 
rock constituting them and that of the massive rock elsewhere ; 
they are just such as have been made by simple injection. 

There are also peculiarities in the exterior of inclusions, and in 
the walls of veins or dykes, in some cases, ivhich favour the idea of 
fusion. At Verplanck, the limestone of the wall is often discoloured 
for two or three inches, and sometimes penetrated by the material of 
the vein, or contains minute crystals of hornblende ; and in other 
cases, the limestone is imj^regnated with the horiiblendic or angitic 
material in irregular lines or bands, so that surface erosion has left a 
complexity of small curving ridges. The crystallization of the lime- 
stone adjoining the vein is sometimes coarser than elsewhere ; though, 
in general, no difference is apparent. On a small point, just north 
of the region of veins, part of the limestone is of the coarsest kind, 
the crystalline grains over a fourth of an inch broad, while the larger 
jDart is ver}’^ fine in grain, like the most of the Verplanck limestone 
— a fact that indicates the local action of escaping heat. 

Still more positive evidence, if possible, of fusion is shown at the 
junction of the schists of Cruger’s Point with the soda-granite, wdiere 
the schist itself bears evidence of partial fusion and exhibits other 
con tact-ph en omen a. 

The proof of the crystallization of the rocks from a more or less 
perfect state of fusion or plasticity is thus complete. 

2. Evidences as to Condition of Fusion. 

Put, admitting fusion or a plastic condition, the question still 
remains ; 

Were these once-fused rocks fused approximately in situ, that is, 
where, or near where, they now lie ; or were they erupted through 
fissures from great depths below ? that is, using Dr. Hunt’s terms, 
are they indigenous, or are they exotic ? 

a. The results are partly the same whichever the condition of fusion. 
— If they were fused where approximately they now lie, that fusion 
must have come from accessions of heat, and such accessions may 
have resulted from the movement and friction connected with an up- 
turning of the rocks ; and it may hence have been one of the results, 
in that region, of metamorphic action at an epoch of general meta- 
morphism ; and if so, at the very time that these rocks became fused 
or plastic through the process, other rocks of the region, owing to 
less extreme metamorphic action, or to less fusibility, may have been 
left with their bedding unobliterated ; just as much granite in New 
England and other countries received its crystalline condition in the 
same process and at the same time with the associated schistose 
rocks, the gneisses, mica-schists, etc. 

All the facts as to fusion which have been presented are consis- 
tent with either mode of origin, even to the inclusions and the d^^kes 
or veins. 

(1) The veins or dykes have the same essential characters whether 
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iTfiade one way or the other. As has often happened in the case of 
granitic rocks, and even granular limestone, the fused or plastic 
material, under the pressure attending the subterranean movements, 
would have entered and filled all fissures that might have been 
opened to it, and so have made veins or dykes having the sizes of the 
fissures, whether large or small, and j)o«sessing also a uniformity 
of grain like that of ordinary erupted rocksd 

(2) Again, whatever the process of ejection, fragments, large or 
small, of any rocks adjoining such fissures might have become in- 
cluded in the fused or plastic material. 

(3) Moreover, the contact-phenomena in the case of veins so 
formed ma 3 ^ be as decided and extensive as in that of any dykes or 
eruj)ted masses. 

(4) Further, the evidences of fluidal movement exhibited in the 
broken condition of many of the crystalline grains would bo the 
same. Such a fragmenting of grains taking place after the stiffening 
of incipient solidification requires but a moderate amount of move- 
ment, and this is all that such circumstances would admit of. One 
foot would suffice; thousands would be impossible. 

(5) Again, the resulting rocks need not, and generally do not, 
differ in kinds from erupted rocks of deeper source. In such fusions 
in the course of a process of metamor 2 )hism, the thickness of the 
rocks undergoing common movement may have a depth of 20,000 
feet or more, and the fusion, therefore, would not be superficial. 
The view that many of the ordinary erui)ted rocks are nothing but 
fused sedimentary rocks need not be here discussed. The improba- 
bility of the view comes from the improbability of any movements 
in the earth’s crust being sufficient to fuse its own rocks or the over- 
lying sediments. But the epochs of metamorphism are the times 
not only of the profoundest movements of the crust, but also of the 
most thorough uj)turning of sedimentary^ beds, and if these are ever 
melted through the friction of upturning, or by its aid, then would 
bo the occasion for it. 

(6) Veins made at such an epoch by the injection into fissures of 
any rock so fused might liave any extent, even that of the whole 
depth of the rocks metaraor 2 :)hosed ; for the fissures may be thus 
dee2). And the material filling them, since it might be that of the 
bottom rocks, might be wholly unlike that pf the rock on either side 
of all the higher parts of the fissure. 

But while there may be these resemblances between the effects of 
metamorphism and those of deep-seated eruption, 

b. The results of fusion of sedimentary beds under metamorphic 
action may have distinguishing peculiarities , — First: The kinds of 
rocks so resulting are likely to vary greatly at com 2 )aratively short 
intervals, because sedimentary beds often vary thus. They should 
not have that uniformity for scores or hundreds of square miles 

^ writer’s Manual of Geoloj^ (1880), veins of this kind are called veins of 

plastic injection, an abbreviation of the full statement that they were made by the 
injection of material rendered plastic or fused during a process of metamorpMsm. 
They are better called dyke-like veins. 

DECADE II. — VOL. VIII. — NO. III. 
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which often characterizes ejections that have come np from regions 
beneath the supercrust.^ Sediments, and therefore sedimentary 
deposits, are liable to frequent and sudden changes as to material, 
which igneous outflows cannot imitate. Secondly, the rocks are likely 
to have no columnar (basaltic) structure ; because the fractures^ to be 
filled in such cases are fractures in rocks which are participating in 
the movement, and which, therefore, are lieated rocks, and not cold. 

Again, the phenomena of contact and the facts as to inclusions, 
structure and superpositions, may have distinctive peculiarities.^ 

C. The condition of fusion or jdosticiiy in the Cortland region , — 
To answer the question before us we have, therefore, to consider 
more closely than has been done the phenomena of contact ot the 
schistose with the massive rocks over the Cortland region, the 
peculiarities of some of the inclusions, the characteristics ot some of 
the BO'Cnllod veins or dykes, and the characters of the rocks as to 
their transitions, structure, and relative positions. 

8. Special Facts from the Cortland Begion. 
a. Contact-phenomena between the schistose and massive rocks; 
fads connected icith the inclusions ; strati graphical relations to the 
limestones. — Tlie facts with reference to inclusions and all contact- 
phenomena bear directly, as will appear, upon the question as to 
any stratigraphical relation in the Cortland rocks to the limestones ; 
and they are, therefore, here taken from the vicinity of particular 
limestone areas. 

(1) The vicinity of CrugeFs limestone area. — The small lime- 
stone area near Cruger’s (see map) lies mostly to the south and 
east of the station ; only a small portion about forty feet in 
greatest width borders the river west of it, beyond the first brick- 
yard {1), the rest of the westward extension of the limestone 
being beneath the river. Tlie schistose rocks directly and con- 
formably adjoin it on the north, the average strike of both being 
N. 70° E. and the dip to the northward. In the south-eastern 
portion of the area there is a twist in the whole to the north-west. 
The limestone is finely crystalline granular, mostly white in colour, 
and over the hills to the eastward contains crystals of white pyroxene. 

The schist north of the limestone has a thickness of about a 
thousand feet. Toward the limestone, it is a silvery mica-schist 
containing a little black mica and an abundance of very small 
garnets. A hundred yards or so to the north it is staurolitic, 
the staurolite occurring in grains of a clear chestnut-brown colour 
and rarely in distinct crystals ; and it also in some parts becomes 
quartzose and consequently thick-bedded. There are, besides, 
seams containing much magnetite ; and at one place an intercalation 
of a black micaceous rock containing some felspar which is about 
equally orthoclase and a soda-lime species. After another hundred 
to a hundred and fifty yards northward, in the course of which it 
becomes increasingly staurolitic and garnetiferous, and passes in 
1 The term mpei crust is used for that part of the earth’s crust which has been 
made by sedimentation, the true crust being restricted to the part beneath which is a 
result simply of cooling. 
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places into a true gneiss, it comes to its end against soda-granite and 
quartz-diorite. Thus within a breadth of only 250 to 350 yards, 
there is here a passage from a stratum of crystalline limestone 
through conformable schists, to the massive rocks along which wo 
have to look for contact-phenomena. 

The facts here described are mostly from three south-to-north 
sections : Section 1, 300 to 400 yards west of the Station (/ to w, on 
the map) ; section 2, about 700 yards (p) ; section 3, about 900 yards 
{q to s). 

In section 1, Z to m is the schist ; at m is soda-granite, which 
becomes hornblendic twenty-five feet above, toward the road ; and 
then at w, on the north side of the road, the rock is of coarse quartz- 
diorite. (The locality n is that of the first outcrop of rocks on 
the road going north-west from the railroad station.) The contact- 
phenomena in this section are as follows. 

In the first place, the mica-schist is even in bedding against 
the limestone ; becomes more and more contorted to the northward, 
or away from it ; and is full of flexures of a yard or so in span for 
the last fifty feet or more south of the junction with the granite. 

With the increase in the flexures of the Layers, the schist becomes 
interlaminated with nodose-lines of quartz, vein-like in origin ; 
and, besides, the garnets become somewhat larger. At the junction 
referred to, the schist is mostly a garnet rock containing mutjh 
fibrolite and staurolite, and the latter is in some places granular- 
massive in a small way. Just below the granite, the layers are a 
compact body of flexures, and in the soda-granite there is another 
flexed layer rather faintly indicated. 

Figure 9 represents the condition here described ; it was taken 
from the west side of a little bluff at m ; the height is twenty feet. 
The dotted portion is that of the soda-granite. The garnet rock of 
the flexures under the granite contains, like the granite, soda-lime 
(or triclinic) felspars, with little orthoclase; and the first foot of 
Fig. 9. Fig. 10. 



the granite is strongly garnetiferous ; — facts which show a degree 
of transition in the material of the two rocks. The flexed bed 
within the soda-granite is gneissoid in character and of darker 
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grey colour than the granife ; it is quarfzose and garnetiforous, 
strongly micaceous with black mica, and contains magnetite and 
a little staurolite. I’he schist is consequently not a schistose por- 
tion of the granite, but a distinct bed ; it is like the schist in its 
minerals, but in its more gneissic character indicates that it is 
intermediate between the schist and the soda-granite. The eastern 
face of the same ledge is about a dozen feet to the east of the western, 
and here the junction of the schist with the granite looks more 
abrupt, but partly in consequence of erosion ; above this ]dane 
of junction, in the mass of the granite, distinct though fainter 
indications of flexed beds exist. The change above m from soda- 
gi'anite to quartz-diorite is simply a change in the substitution of 
hornblende for the larger part of the black mica, the felspars 
being equally triclinic in the two, and the quartz equally deficie nt 
in amount. At a small bluff, IGO yards to tlie west of m (at o, see 
map), the change is more abrupt than between m and n; in only 
six feet, the rock passes from soda-granite to diorite. 

A natural inference from the scries of facts presented in this 
section, those as to the flexures in the schist as well as the changes 
at the junction of the schist and granite, would be that the heat of 
metamorphism increased from the limestone northward toward the 
granite and diorite region, the heat being a consequence in part, if 
not chiefly, of the movement and friction attending the flexing, and 
that consequently there was produced a more and more yielding 
condition in the material of the schist as tlie region of complete 
fusion was approached, and, at the junction, perhaps a fusing and 
obliteration of portions of some layers of the schist ; and tliat a 
bed of schist existed in the granite which a|)proached somewhat the 
granite in character, but which, owing to the nature of its material, 
was not wholly obliterated. 

But, are not these flexed portions of beds fragments that were 
broken off and carried up by the fused or plastic material as it rose 
from depths below? They lie so confoimably to the flexures of the 
schist as to suggest a negative reply to this query. 

Sections 2 and 3 (at p, and ^ r s, on the map) show inclusions on 
a grander scale. 

Section 2 extends up the face of the first high bluff of bare 
rock west of m (a bluff that has b 3 ’^ its east foot a path leading up 
among the trees to a fine spring). 

Figure 10 represents a portion of the surface of the bluff about 
forty feet wide. Below is the liard contorted schist, a well-bedded 
micaceous schist, becoming in its upper part true gneiss; and above 
this, as the dotted surface shows, there is soda-granite, and then, 
after a few yards of this rock, the diorite or hornblende rock, which 
is indicated in the diagram by short lines instead of dots. About a 
yard above the schist, within the mass of the granite, a schistose layer, 
about a foot thick, occurs ; and eight to nine feet above this another 
in the diorite, and both are conformable to the schist. 

The upper bed of schist shows (in thin slices) that it is a 
quartzose, daik-grey gneiss, containing much black mica and 
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garnet, but also much triclinic felspar and apatite, and in these 
two points approaching the soda-granite, — thus evincing a very 
marked transition in its composition toward that of the soda- 
granite. The first bed above it, lying in the granite, is similar 
to the schist in its black mica and quartz, but contains very 
little garnet ; but like the soda-granite, it contains much apatite 
and more triclinic felspar than orthoclase. Still other parallel 
beds are indicated at higher levels; one of them exists at the 
top of the blutf, twenty-five to thirty yards above the upper bed 
in the figure. 

I'he facts look toward the same conclusions as those from 
section 1. 

Section 3 was taken along a line about half a mile west of 
Cruger’s Station, commencing on the river at q (see map, p. 60), 
in front of the most western of the brickyard sheds, and passing 
r, a point north of the upper shed, to 8. For a distance of about 
500 feet from the shore, the rock is mica-schist ; next follows 
soda-granite for about fifty feet ; then, very coarse diorite (the 
hornblende crystals in some parts finger-like in size) for 90 to 
100 feet; then soda-granite again. At the shore the schist is nearly 
evenly fissile ; 450 feet north, on tlie line of the section, it is like 
the six feet square represented in Fig. 11. In the next fifty feet. 



the flexures are distinct, but half faded out or nearly obliterated ; 
and this is <he last step before the soda- granite, the once plastic 
or fused rock, begins. 

After twenty -five feet of soda-granite the first (a) of the ranges of 
“ inclusions ” appears ; it is on the side of the road which here leads 
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up the slope. Between three and four yards of the band are repre- 
sented in Figure 12. As shown, it is in pieces; yet the pieces are 
not much displaced, which they would be in an erupted rock. The 
material is greyish- black, and consists ot a very chloritic magnetite, 
with a little black mica, in a feeble amount ot base of triclinic fel- 
sjiar. After am interruption it appears again for a short distance to 

the westward, where it is much 
more micaceous and garneiifer- 
ous ; but the exposure is not as 
satisfactory as in the case of the 
other bands. Three feet behind 
this band, that is, to the north, 
there is a similar one having 
a parallel position. 

Eight or nine yards north 
commences the coarse diorite. At the top of the slope, near the 
passage of the coarse diorite to the soda-granite, partly in the diorite 
l)ut mostly in the granite, there are three bands (h) within three to 
five feet of one another, gneissic in constitution. Figure 13 r(‘pre- 
sents about a dozen yards of these bands, in the diorite and granite. 


. . . 




Fig. 13 . 


Fig. 14 . 



^rhe upper or northern of the three bands (b^) is exposed with smaltl 
interruptions for a length of more than one hundred and fifty feet ; and 
the more eastern portion is shown in Figure 14. The strike is the 
same as that of the schist. 

The rock of the middle of these bands (6*) is a quartzose gneiss, 
with black mica, many visible grains and octahedrons of magnetite, 
and some garnet — resembling the gneiss of some of the nearest schist 
and unlike the inclosing soda-granite in its excess of quartz, mag- 
netite, and its garnets ; and that of the others is similar. About 
three yards north, but a little to the west, is another band (&^), one 
to two inches thick, which has a grey colour, and consists of small 
spangles of silvery mica, some scales of black mica and chlorite, and 
grains of magnetite — a thin layer of the mica-schist more magnetitic 
than usual. 

About eight yards north of the third of the bands represented in 
Figure 12, there is another schistose band (c), which is short in the 
line of the section, but appears again to the eastward and also to the 
westward ; the rock is quartzose, garnetiferous, and includes chloritic 
magnetite with fibrolite, and other materials of the schist. 


W. H, Hudledon — The Torkshire Oolite, 


119 


Eight to nine yards farther north, in the soda-granite, another 
band (d) exists, with the same strike — that of the schist — which 
outcrops for two hundred feet, or as far as the rocks in the direction 
are uncovered. This band is grey, like the last, and sparkles with 
the same pearly mica, but it is made up largely of brown staurolite 
in a half-granular form, showing but rarely crystalline faces, and 
contains also disseminated magnetite and some fibrolite and chlorite; 
a garnetiferous portion contains much black mica. Eight feet farther 
nun h, but to the eastward a few yards, a very siliceous schist appears 
for a short distance. Fifty feet north, in the soda-granite, is still 
another band (e), which contains much chloritic magnetite; and a 
hundred feet beyond, another thin, grey, micaceous band resembling 
closely h* ; the condition of a portion of it is shown in Figure 3, on 
page 111. Farther north, at intervals, otlier schistose bands exist, 
and along the north side of Cruger’s Point, facing the brick-yards at 
the foot of Park-street, they are more largely displayed. 

(To be cmicluded in our next Number.) 


IV. — Contributions to the Palaeontology of thb Yorkshire 

Oolites.^ 

Part VII. 

Py Wilfrid II. IIudleston, M.A., F.Gr.S., 
of tlio Geologists’ Association. 

(PLATE IV.) 

Genus Trochotoma, DesIongchani])s," 1842 = Ditremaria, 
D’Orbigny, in part. 

In England the Great Oolite of Minchinhampton contains the 
greater number of species belonging to this peculiar group of 
Jlaiiotido}, Morris and Lycett (Great Oolite Mollnsca, p. 80) give 
a full and interesting diagnosis of the genus, which has only one 
rej^resentative in the Corallian beds of Yoi’kshire. D’Orbigny figures 
half a do^en species of Trochotoma from the Corallian of France, 
and Buvignier gives three from the Coral Kag of the Meuse. Koue 
are quoted by De Loriol from the Seqiianien of Boulogne. 

49. — Trochotoma tornatilis, Pliillips, 1829. Plate IV. 

Figs. h, 

Trochus tornaiiVis, Phillips, 1829, Geology of Yorkshire, toI. i. pi. iv. fig. 16. 

Trochm discoideiis, Koemer, 1836, Ool. Geb., p. loO, pi. xi. fig. 12. 

Trochotoma discoidea, liocmer, 1850, Morris unil Lycett, Gfc. Ool. Moll, p, 81. pi. x. 

fig. 10. 

Trochotoma discoidei, Buv., 1852, Stat. geol. cle la Meuse, p. 39, pi. 25, figs. 10-11. 
Ditremaria amata, D’Orb., 1852, Terr. Jurass. vol. ii. p. 389, pi. 343, figs. 3-8. 

^ Concluded from the Eebiiiary Number, p. 59. 

* 1 am indebted to Profes.sor Morris'*for the following note with reference to the 
authorship of this genus; — “Described by Deslougchamps in 1841, and first 
published in the Mem. Soc. Linn, Norm. vol. vii. 1842. Lycett sent the proposed 
name with a specimen to Sedgwiek in 1841, but without any* description. The first 
description by Lycett appears to he in the Annals and Magazine of Natural History 
for 1848, 2ud series, vol, ii. p. 263, and more fully in the Great Oolite Mollusca,. 
xxr ^ would seeiu therefore that Deslougchamps has the priority of publication, 
f** Woodward in his Manual assigns it to Lycett, although both authors suggested 
the name Trochotoma about the same time, 1841-42.’* 



120 


TF. //. Iludieaton — T/te Yorkshire Oolite, 


Trochotoma amatti (l)‘0rb.\ 18—, Doslonjrdiamps, \(»tos ptilujoiit., Xo. vi. n. 10 
p\. U, t\^. 3-0. • • • » 

Trochotoma tornatay Phillips, 1875, G. Y., 3rd edition, p. 3r)0. 
non rkurotomaria toniata ^Phillips', D'Orb., op. cit, p. 564, pi. 422, figs. 6-8. 

Bihliographj, etc . — It is certainly stretching the rule of j)rlon ty to 
the utmost when we adopt Phillips's name for tli is very widespread 
and somewhat persistent species. As there is no other species of 
Trochotoma in our Yorkshire beds of this ag^e, it is pretty clear tliat 
Phillips’s most inadequate figure was intended for the fossil now 
under consideration. If, however, this figure, unaccompanied as it 
is hy any description, be rejected as insufficient to establish Phillips’s 
claim, we must fall back upon Koemer’s name of Trochotoma dlscouleaj 
which is in every way preferable. 

D’Orbigny (Prod, de Pal. Strat. vol. i. p. 354) quotes Trochus 
discoideu&y Eoemer, as an Oxfordian fossil, and subsequently [op. cit, 
vol. ii. p. 9) quotes Bitremaria amata, D’Orbigny, from the Corallian. 
In the Terrains Jurassiques be makes no mention of Roemer’s species, 
but regards the Trochotoma discoideay Buvignier, as a synonym of his 
own D. amata. Brauns (Obere Jura, p. 231) regards Buvignier’s 
species as identical with Iloemer’s. Buvignier’s figure and descrip- 
tion answer excellently to our Yorkshire specimens, which we must 
therefore identify with the original Trochus discoideus of the Coral 
Bag of Hildesheim. 

description. — Fig. 15. Specimen from the Coral Rag of North 
Grimstori (Strickland Collection). 

Reight 12 millimetres. 

Basal diamciter 26 ,, 

Spiral angle, about 130®. 

Shell very depressed, more than twice as wide as high, largely 
excavated. Spire composed of about four whorls, which are wide 
apart, subdepressed in the early stages, and very much so in the 
body- whorl, which is large in proportion to the rest of the spire. 
The ornaments consist of regular raised lines parallel to the suture 
[i.e. transverse), and these lines are cut across from left to right by 
a system of fine striations, producing a delicate pattern. The whorls 
are bicarinated (a feature not observable in the earlier stage) : the 
posterior keel, which forms the salient angle, contains the fissure. 
This is elongate, and terminates three millimetres from the present 
margin of the outer lip, which has been slightly reduced by fracture. 
The space between the keels is rather excavated, and the anterior keel 
is rounded off. The same ornamentation is continued in the base of 
the shell, but the state of preservation does not admit of an accurate 
description of the aperture. 

Fig. la. — Smaller specimen from the Coral Rag of Brompton 
(Strickland Collection). This shell has the general character and 
ornamentation of the one previously described, but is less depressed. 
Moreover, the body-whorl developes wide undulations across its 
surface, which yield an additional ornament. The imbricated band 
of the sinus is very well seen in this specimen, situated, as in the 
other case, on the posterior keel. The termination, where the loop 
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should be, is unfortunately not visible, and the base of the shell is 
wholly obscured in matrix. 

Belations and Distribution. — Some might be disposed to regard the 
differences between la and 16 as important enough to constitute 
two species. 16 is an exceptionally depressed form, selected for 
figuring as the best-preserved specimen which I could obtain. It 
is entirely devoid of the undulations so conspicuous in la. But we 
find shells with the outline and dimensions of la quite as devoid 
of the undulations as in 16 ; therefore this can hardlj^ be regarded 
as a character of importance, though D'Orbigny mentions it in his 
diagnosis of Ditremaria amata. Again there is great variety in 
the fineness of the ornamentation, but wo cannot trace a connexion 
between any particular degree of fineness and the development of 
these undulations. If any constant difference can be pointed out, 
it is that the Grimston and Langton Wold shells are larger and 
perhaps more depressed than those from the Kag of the Scarborough 
district, which more resemble the small variety of this species 
recognized by Morris and Lycett as rare in the Great Oolite of 
Minchinham 2 )ton. 

lioBiner’s shell, judging from his description, is a smaller and less 
developed variety, with from two to three whorls. Brauns finds it 
in the perarmatns beds of lleersum and Coralline Oolite of Hanover. 
The species is not quoted from the Sequanien of Boulogne, nor do 
I know it from the Coral Rag of the rest of England, though it 
is decidedly common in the Coral Rag of Yorkshire. 

Genus Pleukotomaiiia, Defrance, 1825. 

This genus is not particularly well represented in any member 
of the Yorkshire Oolites, nor does the Inferior Oolite yield a better 
list in this respect than subsequent formations. Here therefore wo 
note a great difference between the Inferior Oolite of Yorkshire 
and of the Anglo-Norman basin, which latter may be regarded as 
the head-quarters of Fleurotomaria, both in numbers and B 2 )ecieB. 
On the other hand, the Corallian Rocks of Yorkshire have furnished 
as rnan}^ species as the beds of corresponding age throughout the 
rest of England, though none of the species described can be 
regarded as common. 

50. — Pleurotomaria, sp. Plate IV. Figs. 2a, 6, c. 

Description . — S];)ecimen from the Passage-beds of the Lower 
Limestones, Wydale (iny Collection). 

Lenp^th 21*o millimetres. 

Width 22 ,, 

Spiral angle 74^ 

Shell conical, subturrited, but slightly oblique, scarcely umbilicated. 
Spire composed of six or seven whorls, which increase regularly and 
are but slightly angular. Each whorl has only one well-defined 
keel, which forms the principal prominence, and carries the imbri- 
cated sulcus. In the penultimate whorl of this specimen an anterior 
keel is imperfectly developed. The ornaments display considerable 
irregularity. Above the sulcus of the body- whorl the sculpture is 
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granular, that is to say, it consists of a system of transverse ribbing, 
deeply decussated by longitudinal furrows. Below the last sulcus 
the granular character is less decided, and the base of the shell has 
numerous line spiral lines, which decussate with wavy lines of 
growth. Base rounded and tumid : aperture subquadrate : um- 
bilicus, little more than a notch : columella short and sloping. 

Melations and Distribution. — This small variety of Pleurotomaria 
has features in common with many named forms ; and yet, when 
closely compared with these, it is not found to lit any of them exactly. 
In Yorkshire it has only been noted in one locality, whence but few 
specimens have been obtained. This shell-bed lies towards the 
base of the I^ower Limestones, and on the same local horizon with 
the Gcrri/Z/a-beds of Scarborough Castle Hill.^ It is Oxfordian, and 
contains several of the fossils of the ‘‘ Oolithe ferrugineuse ” of 
Viel St.-Remy, etc. 

A very near relation is the Cornbrash species described by Lycett 
(Supplement to Great Oolite Mollusca, p. 24, pi. 31, figs. 8, 8a) as 
Pi. granulata, Sow.^ When we turn to foreign authors, it is clear 
that the Wydale Pleurotomaria has fillinities with the PL Milnsteri 
group, and especially with the variety PL Bucliana, d’Orb. (Terr. 
Jurass. vol. ii. p. 552, and pi. 417, figs. G-IO). Nevertheless, in 
this case, although the outline and proj^ortions are very nearly the 
same, D’Orbigny’s fossil from the Oolithe ferrugineuse” is repre- 
sented as being more finely marked. Judging, however, from 
D’Orbigny’s figure 8, the base of the two shells is identical. On the 
whole, the Wydale shell ma 3 ^ be deemed a dwarf variety of the PL 
Munsteri group, somewhat differing from any form as yet described. 
There is a form of'about the same size, and with many points in 
common, which occurs in the shell-bed at Cumnor, near the top of 
the Lower Calcareous Grit. Thus similarity of physical conditions 

* It should he borne in mind that the Coralline Oolite of Scarborough Castle is 
lower geologically than the Coralline Oolite of Malton. 

* Sowcrhy's species is a fossil of the Inferior Oolite, originally described (M. C. 
t. 220, fig. 2) from Dundry. He gives two f gures, but does not distinguish them 
by letter or numeral. The specimens are not in the tyi)e collection at the New 
Natural History Museum. Nevertheless, since a fossil similar to the right-hand 
figure is so eoinuion in the Inferior Oolite of Ilradford Ahhas and tdsewhere, we 
cannot he in doubt as to the form of Sowcrhy’s species. That author says that “ the 
granulated surface is the result of decussating furrows which vary in depth and 
number in difierent individuals.” I have examined a large series of English speci- 
mens from the Inferior Oolite, and find that Sowcrhy’s 1^. yrannlala, though subject 
to great varuity, has a much wider spiral angle, is more umhilicated, and has a 
greater variety of ornamentation. Nevertheh;ss there are foniis in the Inferior 
Oolite of Nonnandy classed by Ileslongidianips as varieticm of 1\ granulata (see Mem. 
Soc. Linn. Norm. vol. viii. pi. 16, fig. G«r), which lead up to the Cornbrash sj)ecies, 
and also to the form now under consideration. See also a figure in Quenstedt’s Her 
Jura, pi. 67. fig. 7, of a fossil from the Brauner Jura delta, p. 414. Still the 
elements of the Pleurotomaria in the Yorkshire Cornbrash, which must be regarded 
as very closely related to the shell now figured, are clearly not those of PI. grafiulata. 
Sow., in any respect beyond the granulated character of the general sculpture. AYe 
liave seen that Sowerby regarded the granulated surface of his specitss as the result of 
decussating furrows varying in depth and number ; hence, when we hear in mind like- 
wise the great differences in external appearance due to various conditions of mineral- 
ization, too much stress should not be laid upon mere granulation. 
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is accompanied by approximately identical modifications of form 
and growth. 

51. — Pleurotomakia. Munsteri, Roemer, 1839. Not figured. 

rietirotomaria Miimieri, 1839, Suppl. to Ool. Geb. p. 41, pi. xx. fig. 12. 

Idetn^ B’Orbigny, 1852, Terr. Jurass. vol. ii. p. 549, pi. 416, 

figs. 4-8. 

There occurs in the Upper Limestones at Filey Brigg, and else- 
where about the same horizon, a Pleurotomaria which, though not 
much larger than the one previously described, approaches still more 
closely to Rcemer’s species in its outline, dimensions, and the step- 
like character of the whorls, which has only one keel. In more 
typical specimens of PL Miinsferi, such as those from the Elsworth 
Rock, and especially from the Trigonia-he^^ of Osmington (Corallian 
Series of Weymouth), the transverse ribbing is more continuous and 
less granulated than in the Yorkshire specimens. This arises from 
the comparative shallowness of the decussating furrow, and is pro- 
bably too much the result of varying conditions of preservation to be 
regarded as a feature of primaiy importance. 

Though tolerably common, I have never been able to obtain a 
specimen in good preservation, but there is a fossil in the Leckenby 
Collection marked Pleurotomaria graniilata, Sow., Lower Calcareous 
Grit, Filey Brigg,” which I have very little doubt belongs to this 
variety, and probably comes from the Upper Limestones of that 
locality. 

52. — Pleurotomaria reticulata, Sower by, 1821. Plate IV. 

Fig. 3. 

Trochus reticulatm, Soworby, 1821, Min. Conch, table 272, fig. 2. 

Bibliography, etc. — Sovverby’s original specimens were from the 
Lower Kimmeridge of Ringstead Bay, observed also at Portland 
Ferry in the same formation. He gives as the diagnosis “ conical, 
transversely reticulate-striated ; whorls bicarinated, base convex.”^ 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Rag of Settrington (my 
Collection). 

Length 33 millimetres. 

'NVidth 31 ,, 

Spiral angle PTS"*. 

Shell trochiform, turrited, but slightly oblique, scarcely umbili- 
cated. Spire composed of six or seven whorls, which are strongly 
bicarinated, the upper keel being more acute than the other. It is 
situated at the angle of the whorl, and carries the band of the sinus. 
The imbrications are smoothed by attrition. The ornaments con- 
sist of a system of transverse lines, met at right angles by a system 
of longitudinal ones, thus producing a net-like or reticulate structure, 
which appears, however, to be subject to considerable irregularity, 
and sometimes approaches the granular ornamentation of the 

* Both the figure and deseription by Sowerby indicate that this species should be 
bicarinated. Yet iu the type collection at the New Natural History Museum are 
three specimens not figured (the figured specimen should be at ('am bridge), which 
clearly come from the IVigwiia-heda of Weymouth, and belong to its very close 
relative, PI. Mumteri, the more usual Oxfordian form. 
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Wydale species. The specimen towards tlio last whorl is in- 
differently preserved. 

Relations and Distrihniion. — The differences between this form 
and the more typical PI, Miinstcri are, that this one has a narrower 
spiml angle, and has the whorl distinctly bicarinated, and each 
whorl is less completely overlapped by the succeeding one, so that 
the sutural excavation is more marked. On the other liand, it 
resembles the types of that species in having the ornamentation 
reticulated rather than granulated, that is to say, the transverse ribliing 
is not cut through sufficiently deeply to produce a very distinct 
granulation, though tliere is an aj)proacli to it in some places. 

With respect to distribution this must be viewed as representing 
FI. Miinsteri in the higher beds. It is clearly a Kimmeridge form, 
though I cannot find it noticed on the Continent IVom beds of that 
age. Kare in the Coral Kag of the Howardian Hills. 

53. — Pleurotomaria Agassizii, Munster, 1844. Plate IV. 

Figs. 4a, h, 

Tktivotomaria A^nsaizH, Miinster, GokUii.ss, 1844, pt. 3, p. 71, pi. ISC, fig. 9. 

Idem Idem, D’Orbigny, 1852, Terr. JmaMS. vel. ii. p. 572, 

pi. 426, figs. 1-5. 

Bibliography, etc. — ISIiinster’s species was from the Corallenkalke 
of Natilieim. His description is not very close, but the figure 
(enlarged) is fairly like the siiecimen now under consideration. 
That this is the species intended by D’Orbigny there is every 
reason to believe, as bis description in most respects tallies with the 
North Grimston sfiecimen, though his figure, which is almost too 
good for a fossil, is somewhat different. 

Description , — Specimen from the Coral Eag of North Grimston 
(Strickland Collection). 


Length 72 millinietres. 

Width GO ,, 


Spiral angle GO’. 

Shell conical, trocliiform, umbilicated. Spire composed of about 
nine whorls (seven now remain without the apex). These, with the 
exception of the last whorl, increase under a regular angle, and are 
so close, towards the apex, that the suture can with difficulty be 
made out. U’hey are nearly flat, and down to the margin of the 
penultimate form an almost unbroken cone. The penultimate is 
rather swollen, and the last whorl is obtusely angular. The 
ornaments vary in different parts of the shell. In the jiosterior 
whorls the closely -set transverse ribbing is fine and rather granular. 
Anteriorly the system of transverse costm is wider apart, sometimes 
granulated, sometimes almost continuous, but on the whole irregular 
and coarsish over the entire surface of the two last whorls. A 
characteristic feature is a double row of thick rough tuberculations, 
which become very prominent in the anterior whorls. Between these 
the imbricated band of the sinus is conspicuous, occiijiying a 
postion a little above the middle of each whorl. The base is nearly 
flat, and has the irregular ornamentation of the rest of the body- 
whorl without the tuberculations. The sides of the umbilicus are 
steep, and the columella but slightly inclined outwards. 
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The aperture is irregularly quadrate : angular externally, and but 
little cut away on the interior. 

lielatiovs and Distribution. — This is by far the finest specimen of 
the ornamented group of Pleurotomaria, allied to PL anglica^ wliich 
has ever been found in beds of this age in Yorkshire. There is a 
specimen in the Leckenby Collection — length o2mm., width 28mm. 
— which may be regarded as rejiresenting the usual size of this some- 
what rare form. Tlins Sir Charles Strickland's shell may almost be 
viewed as a megalomorph, bigger even than the foreign sj^ecimens 
described by Goldfuss and D’Orbign 3 ^ It is only right to point out 
that D’Orbigny describes PL Agossizn as having the aperture 
shortened anteriorly, which can hardly be said to be the case with 
this shell, whose aperture is more like that of PL Jlesione, D’Orb., or 
of PL Phoidra, D’Orb., which are supposed to represent this group 
on a higher horizon. 

D’Orbign^^'s PL Agassizii has been obtained in the Yonno, Haute 
Srif)ne, and Charente Inferieure. In the Corallian of We^miouth there 
is a shell which has more affinity with PL Pelea (see Damon’s 
Suppl. 1880, pi. xvii. fig 8), having only a single instead of a 
double row of tiiberciilations, and being in other respects different 
to the North Grimston shell. Whiteaves (Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist. 
18G1, vol. viii. p. 142 et. seq.) quotes a new species of Pleurotomaria 
allied to anglica from the Corallian of Oxford, and somewhat similar 
forms have been found sparingl}'^ in the Coral Eag of other districts. 
Genus Patella, Linnams, 1758=:/7e7c/o«, Montfort and D’Orbigny. 

Shells of this genus are particularly^ scarce from the Corallian 
rocks of Yorkshire. There are one or two bad specimens in some 
collections, but the only decently-preserved specimen known to me 
is the one described below. 

54. — Patella rugosa, Sowerby, 1816. Variety. Plate IV. Fig 5. 

J*alcJ1a nujosiij Sowerby, 1816, Min. Com*li. t. 139, fiij. G. 

Idem. IdoTii. 1850, Morris and lActtt, Gt. Ool. Moll. p. 89, pi. xii. 

1, Iff-//. 

Patella Mosensia^ Buvignier, 1852, Stat. gcol. de la Meuse, p. 27, pi. 21, figs. 3-4. 

Bibliography, etc . — The type form of Sowerby^’s species is the well- 
known and abundant Patella from Minchinhampton, of w’hich such 
forms as P. Tessoni, Deslong., may probably be regarded as megalo- 
inorphs. With modifications, P. rugosa would seem to have an 
extensive vertical range. Helcion Pupellcnsis, D’Orb. (Prod, de 
Pal. Strat. vol. ii. p. 12), from the Corallian of La Eochelle, is 
probably a representative. P. Ilosensis, Ibiv., is also a near relative, 
representing the species on the same horizon in the region of the 
Meuse. That author describes his species as being near to P. rugosa, 
Sow., from which it is to be distinguished by a sharper apex, finer 
lines of increase, and less elevation. Buvignier’s figure, however, 
will hardly fit the Yorkshire specimen. 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Eag of North Grimston 
(Strickland Collection). 

Length 25 millimetres. 

Width 21*5 „ 

Height ? 8 „ 
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Shell oval, depressed; apex (imperfectly preserved) near the 
anterior margin. Ornamented with longitudinal radiating ribs, 
which are fine and wavy, and partly deflected where they are 
decussated by a few encircling rugose bands. The condition of the 
specimen scarcely admits of closer description. 

Relations and Distribution.— -From the bulk of the Minchinhampton 
specimens this variety is clearly distinguished by the fine and more 
wavy character of the longitudinal radiating ribs. Still these arc 
not so fine as those shown in Buvignier’s figure of P. Mosensis. 

No instance of any variety of Patella rugosa having been found 
on this liorizon in other parts of England is known to me, so that 
this specimen from the hard Kag of North Grimston is almost 
unique. An imperfect specimen from the Upper Calcareous Grit of 
Pickering may belong here. 

Order OriSTifonRANCHTATA, ]\I. Edwards. 

This section of the Gasteroj^oda is so poorly represented, and the 
specimens are for the most part in such had preservation, that very 
little can be said on the subject, wliich must be disposed of briefly. 
Genus Bulla, Klein, 1753. 

Shell oval, rentricoso, convoluteil. Apex perforated. Aperture 
longer tlian tlie shell, rounded at each end, hp sliarj>. 

— Bulla (? Akkra) Bkaugkaxdi, Do Loriol, 1874. 

Plate JV. Fig. 6. 

Alccra BvaugravcU, Loriol, 1874, T/orioI and Pella t, Kt. Sup. Jiirass. do L’oidogne, 
vol. i. p. 38, pi. vi. 1. 

Description. — Specimen from the Coral Bag of Ayton (my 
Collection). 

J^nip:th, restored 40 milUmetroji. 

Width across CL‘nt^(^ 24 , , 

Shell oval, moderatelj^ elongate, contracted at either extremity, 
and slightly tumid in the middle. Spire apparently composed of 
two or three whorls. The last is very large, and has its surface 
covered with broad and very marked lines of increase, which, from 
their prominence and irregularity, produce a certain amount of 
sculpture on the otherwise smooth surface. The inner lip is broken 
away anteriorly, and the outer lip so involved in matrix that a closer 
description is impracticable. 

Relations and Distribution. — There is so little to distinguish the 
various species of Bulla from one another that, when, as in this case, 
a specimen is unique and deeply involved in matrix, some difficulty 
arises as to its correct identification. Ahera Beaugrandi occurs in the 
Pterocerian of the Boulonnais. In outline and proportions, and 
especially in the broad lines of growth, the Ayton specimen greatly 
resembles De Loriol’s species. Unfortunately, there is no evidence 
that the anterior portion of the columella is as much excavated as in 
the type specimen. Buvignier has two species of Bulla, viz. B. 
Dyonisea, Buv. (Stat. geol. de la Meuse, p. 28, pi. 21, figs. 25 and 26), 
and Bulla Moreana, Buv. (op. cit. p. 28, pi. 21, figs. 33 and 34) — 
both from the ‘‘argile de Kimmeridge” of the Meuse— wliich also 
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bear some resemblance to the specimen under consideration. The 
proportions of B. Dyonisea especially come very near, but the lines 
of growth are represented as being fine in that species. 

Genus Actjeon, Montfort, 1870 = Tornatellay Lamarck. 

Shell conically ovate, with a conical, many-whorled spire. 
Spirally grooved or punctate-striate ; columella with a long tortuous 
fold. 

AcTiEONiNA, D’Orbigny, 1850, is an Ac(cro7i (Tornaiella), without 
plaits on the columella. Cylindrites, Lycett, 1850, is regarded by 
S. P. Woodward as a subgenus of Actoion (cf. Great Ool. Moll. p. 97, 
and Manual of Mollusca, p. 180). Section 1 : Shell smooth, slender, 
subcylindrical ; spire small, aperture long and narrow, columella 
rounded, twisted and directed slightly outwards. Section 2 : Shell 
oval, spire sunk, whorls with acute margins. This subgenus is 
apparently not recognized by continental authors. 

56. — Act.eon retusus, Phillips, 1829. Plate IV. Fig. 7. 

Artf€on }rfi(sus^ D’Orbipi'iiy. Prod. d(; Pal. Strut, vol. i. p. 353, Et. Oxf. 

Bibliography, e/c. - Phillips’s specimen most probably came from 
the Lower Calcareous Grit of the coast. The coliimcdla in his 
figure appears more twisted than is tlie case with the specimen 
under consideration. 

Description . — Specimen from the Coral Eag of Ayrton (Leckenby 
Collection). 


Lcn»'th 19 millimetres. 

Width 9 

Itatio of body-whorl to entire length 76 : 100. 


Shell ovately-cylindrical, smooth. Spire composed of four or five 
whorls, wliich are tumid, increase suddenly, and are clearly separated 
by the suture. The height of the body- whorl is three-fourths of the 
entire shell. In form it is an ovate cylinder rapidly contracting at 
either extremity. The aperture extends over almost the entire 
length of the body-whorl, and is narrow posteriorly. The outer lip 
appears to be rather thick. The inner lip, nearly straight at first, 
is strongly excavated anteriorly, but scuircely twdsted (? Aclaonina). 
It projects clear of the columella, which is solid. Anterior portion 
of the aperture wide. No markings other than fine lines of growth 
can be distinguished. 

Relations and Distrihntion . — This form is near to Bulla (Aettvonina) 
olivaformisy Koch and Dunker (Nordd. Oolitli. p. 41, pi. v. fig. M), 
which is said to occur in the Upper Corallenkalke ” of the Middle 
Oolite along with Astarie rotundaia, Kcemer, Melania striata. 
Sow., and Cidarites Blnmenhacliii, Goldf. — the very species which 
are companions of the Ay ton shell. Phillips’s species is more usually 
met with in the Lower Calcareous Grit, but it is not common any- 
where. 

57.-—CYLINDRITES BLONGATUS, Phillips, 1829. Plate IV. Fig. 8. 

Balia elongata, Phillips, 1829, Geology of Yorkshire, vol. i. pi. iv. tig. 7. 

Cylindrites elongata, Phillips, 1875, op. vit. 3rd ed. p. 260. 
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Bihliograpliy , etc. — No description has ever been given of tliis 
species, and I’liillips’s figure is turned in such a way as to show 
nothing of the twist in the columella, which would seem to exclude 
it from the BulUda:, Those foreign authors wlio have been bold 
enough to speculate in this connexion have generally regarded this 
species as a Bulla, Thus Brauns (Ob. Jura, p. 289), in describing 
Bulla Hlldesiensisj Roerner, refers to Bulla elongata. Be Loriol also 
(Et. Supr. Jurass. de Boulogne, vol. i. p. 88) appears to conceive that 
Bulla elongata is a true Bullae having certain “ rapports ” with Aker a 
Beniigrnndi, 

As all the specimens accessible to me are in a wretched state of 
preservation, I can only suggest that the species in question ma^’^ 
belong to the second section of Cylhidrites^ which in the sunken 
character of the spire and thinness of the outer lip approaches 
Bulla. 

Description. — Imperfect specimen, Passage-beds of tlie Lower 
Limestones, Scarborough Castle (my Collection). 

Length 38 milliinetros. 

AVidth 17 , , 

Shell ovate-elongate, contracted at either extremity, but more so 
anteriorly. Spire composed of few wliorls, smooth, and showing no 
lines of increase. Shell substance rather thick, except on the outer 
lip. Aperture long and narrow throughout, but more esj)ecially 
towards the posterior extremity. The excavation of the columella 
is gradual ; near the base it is strongly twisted and directed outwards 
so as to meet the outer lip with a sharp curve. (N.B. — The anterior 
extremity of the aperture is broken away in Fig. 8.) 

Relations and Distribution. — Cylindrites elougatus is excessively 
plentiful in the Passage-beds and body of the Lower Limestones of 
the Tabular Hills, where, along wdth Gervillia avicnloides, it con- 
tributes largely to the shell-beds of that horizon. It is almost un- 
known in the Coralline Oolite, and has never, to my knowledge, 
been found in the Coral Bag. Thus it must be regarded as an 
Upper Oxfordian fossil, whose representatives should be sought in 
such beds as the Oolithe ferrugineuse ” rather than in the ‘‘ Coral 
Bag ” of the Continent. 

58. — Cylindrites, sp. Plate IV. Fig. 9. 

The specimen figured is from the Coral Bag of Ay ton. It 
represents a form which is of somewhat rare occurrence in the Coral 
Bag of the Scarborough district. The examples hitherto found are 
too imperfect to identify or describe. The nearest species is pro- 
bably Cylindrites Lhuidiiy Whiteaves. It belongs to the section of 
Cylindrites with a well-developed spire, whereas Cy. elongatns 
belongs, as we have seen, to the section where the spire is sunken. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATE IV. 

Fig. la. Troehotoma tornaiilis^ Phillips. Coral Rag of Brompton. Strickluud 

Collection. 

,, 1^. ,, „ Same (’ollection. C. II. North Grimston. 

,, 2a. and h. Fleurotomaria^ species. Jjower Limestones, Wy dale. My Collection. 

Front and back. 
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Fig. 2^. Portion of same map^ified. 

,, 3. JPleurotomaria reticulata.^ Sowerby. Coral Rajj of Settrington Grange. My 

Collection. 

,, 4a and b, ,, Agassizii, Munster. Coral Kag of N. Grimston. Strick- 
land Collection. Hack and front. 

,, 6. Patella rug osa^ Sowerby, variety. Coral llagofN. Grimston. Strickland 

Collection. 

,, 6. Bulla lUaugrnndi. De Loriol. Coral Rag of A} ton. My Collection. 

,, 7. AcUcon r<?/«Avov, Phillips. Coral Rag of Ayton. Leckcuby Collection. 

,, 8. Cgllndritos elongatus, 1‘hillips. Passage-beds of the I.ower Limestones, 

Scarborough Castle. IMy Collection. 

,, 9. Cglindritcsj sp. Coral Rag of Ayton. My Collection. 

Explanation of Table. 

The table annexed contains a conii)lete list of the Gasteropoda 
entitled to be regarded as species belonging to the CoralUan beds in 
Yorkshire. On referring to the generalized scheme of these beds in 
the special introduction, pp. 246 — 247, the various subdivisions are 
indicated, but a few additional remarks explanatory of the four 
columns in tlie table of fossils may be useful. 

The basal beds of the Kirnmeridge Clay limit the group upwards. 
The Supracoralline beds, which immediately underlie these, have 
hitherto yielded such very jioor traces of Univalves, that it is not 
worth while to devote a column to this subforniation. 

O.ll. No. 2. — Tin's is the F/or/f/emwm-liag. which girdles the 
western half of the Vale of Pickering, and overlies the Coralline 
Oolite of those regions. North Grimston, Langton Wold, ITildenley, 
Slingsby, etc., have been the most productive localities. Its fauna 
is fairly similar to that of C.ll. No. 1 ; but where the forms are 
identical or analogous, tliey^ are for tlie most part finer and larger. 
Its affinities with the fauna of the Coral Kag at Upware are rather 
striking — shown pcrhat)s still more in the Conchifera. 

C.K. No. 1. — This is the Coral Hag which occupies the inner 
slopes flanking the Vale of Pickering eastwards from Brompton. 
Seamer station is the nearest point to Scarborough, distant about three 
miles. Bromj)ton, Huston, Ayton and Seamer are the best places 
for collecting : and as all these villages are within an easy drive of 
Scarborough, that town is often (pioted ns the locality for the fossils 
of this Hag. It is devoid of Cularis flongenima, but contains Cid. 

C O. — The Coralline Oolite includes the Chrm?iitzia~\\mestoneSj 
and calcareous ])astes with Oolite which underlie the Coral Hags 
throughout the circuit of the Vale. The Oolite at IMalton belongs 
here. Palasontologically it includes the shell-beds connected with 
the Middle Calcareous Grit, especially the Trigonia-heds at Pickering. 
The subdivision contains a large and varied assemblage of Conchi- 
fera, but the Gasteropoda, though individually abundant in some 
instances, belong to few species. 

— The Lower Limestones constitute an important group or 
subformation in a stratigraphical sense, and they contain large beds 

^ There may bo some doubt as to whether all the spines of Cidaris — for the test is 
hardly ever met with — really belong to C. Wright, but uo spiue ■which could 

fairly he referred to C. Jt^irigemma has beeu fhund. 

DECADE II.— VOL. Vlll. — NO. HI. 
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of Oolite, which have been frequently mistaken for the Oolites 
above the Middle Calcareous Grit. The so-called Coralline Oolite of 
Scarborough Castle belongs here. Gasteropoda are scarce and badly 
preserved with few exceptions. The Lower Coral Rag of Hackness 
is in this series, and the shell-beds on this horizon in other localities 
{e.g, Wydale) have yielded a few specimens. 

L C G, Lower Calcareous Grit. 

N.B. — The numbers on the left side of the Table refer to species 
described in the Memoir, v r means very rare ; r rare ; ^ moder- 
ately plentiful ; c, common ; v c, very common. 


CORALLIAN GASTEROPODA, YORKSHIRE. 



Genera and Species. j 

L.L. 

C.O.' IC.R. 

1 

) 

C.R. 

2 

I 

Purpuroidea nodulata. Young and Bird 1 

• •• 

. •• 

» 

2 

cf. tuberosay Sowerby i 



r 


species 1 


... 

V r 


Murex IJaccanensis^ Phillips j 

? 




3 

Natica buccinoidea^Xoyxw^^Xi^Yi^udL 




r 

4 

Clymenia^ D’Orbigny ' 


* 


5 

Clytia^ D’Orbigny 



V r 

6 

arguta^ Phillips 


r 

r 

7 

Chemnitzia Heddiftgionettsis, Sowerby 

r 

V c 

c 

c 

8 

Pollux^ D’Orbigny 



V r 

9 

iMngtonensiSy Blake and Hudleston 



V r 

lO 

cf. corallinay D’C’rbigny 



V r 


cf. Clytiay D’Orbigny 


r 


II 

Phasianella'^ striata y 

V c 

V c 

r 

12 

Ph. striatay var. Bartotieusis | ... 



r 

13 

Pseudomelania graciliSy sp.n ! 


r 


14 

Buvignieriy auctorum | ... 

r 

r 


15 

species 


V r 


l6 

Leymcrieiy D’Archiac ' 

vr 




17 

Cerithium vittricatuniy Sowerby ; 
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r 

c 


20 

near to Buvignier ... | ... ' 

... 
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21 

\Xi Humbertinumy Buvignier ... 1 
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22 

bicinctumy sp.n 1 
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23 

gradatuniy sp.n 
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24 

tnornatuniy Buvignier 


r 

c 
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25 

Nei'incca fusiformisy D’Orbigny 


? 
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26 

Moreana, D’Orbigny 
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dittOy Brompton variety 
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27 

species 


... 
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28 

pseudovisurgisy sp. n 
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Pcemeriy Phillippi 

? 
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c 
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Goodhalliiy Sowerby 



... 
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Alaria bispinosay Phillips 
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Litiorina muricatay Sow. var. A 
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1 .Sow. var. B. 
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Alariay cf. tridactyluy Buvignier 


• • • 
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34 

Amberleya Stricklandiy sp.n 1 



r 

? 

35 

princetSy Rcemer 




V r 
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36 

Neritopsis Guen-ei^ Hebert and Deslongchamps 1 

... 
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37 

Moreauana^ D’Orbigny 1 


... 

? 


38 

decussata^ Munster j 

... 


... 

vr t 

39 

Turbo corallensis^ Buvignier | 

... 
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40 

Erinusy D’Orbigny j 

... 


... 
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41 

h£viSy Buvignier 1 

... 


r 

r 

42 

Delphinula funiculatay Phillips ' 


r 

« 

r 

43 

Pellatiy De Loriol 1 



... 
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44 

Trochus obsoletusy Roemer 

V r 




45 

acuticarinay Buvignier I 

... 

... 

... 
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46 

granularisy sp.n 
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47 

— — Aytonenshy Blake and Hudleston ... 


r 
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48 

species 
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49 

Trochotoma tornatilisy Phillips 


! ... 

c 

» 

50 

Pleurotomariay sp 

V r 




51 

Aliinsteriy Rcemer 





52 

reticulatay Sowerby 

1 


... 
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53 

Agassiziiy Munster 

i !!! 



V r 

54 

Patella rugosay Sowerby— variety 




V r 

55 

Bulla Beaugrandiy De Loriol 



V r 


56 

AcUeon retususy Phillips 

LCG 


r 


57 

Cylindrites elongafuSy Phillips 

i V c 

> 


'i 

58 

Cylindritesy species 

! - 


r 



Errata. 

Page 295, line 12, /or 1850 read 1852, and similarly where vol. ii. 

„ Terrains Jurassiqiies is quoted, 

,, 298, deh ,, ,, ,, ,, under the word buccinoidea, 

,, 394, line 20, /or fig. 2 read fig. 3. 

„ 395, „ 28, „ tig. 3 „ fig. 2. 

,, 403, last line but one. /or 3 read 2. 

,, ,, last line hut two, ,, 2 ,, 3. 

,, 404, line 12, /or Hag read Oolite. 

,, 484, ,, 3, ,, St. Michel ro<w/ St. Mihiel. 

,, Idem ,, 21, ,, VtTduneuse ,, Virdunense. 

,, 485, ,, 42, ,, species r<’Of/ individual 

,, 488, ,, 1, ,, St. Michel read St. Mihiel. 

,, 635, ,, 30, „ Ileve read Heve. 

V. — “Prehistoric Europe” — Submerged Forests and Forest- 
Beds, Cornwall. 

Hy AV. A. E. UssiiER, F.G.S. 

I N Mr. Geikie’s admirable work on “Prehistoric Europe,” in the 
chapter “On British Post-Glacial and Recent Deposits,” he 
alludes more than once in very flattering terms to my share in 
elucidating Cornish Post-Tertiary Geology, at the same time, how- 
ever, questioning certain conclusions attributed to me with reference 
to the general correlation of the Forest-beds in stream-sections, t.c. 
those resting on the tin ground, with the Forests “ exposed upon the 
present foreshore'^ 

Mr. Geikie says, after sifting the evidence, p. 441 : “ I have been 
unable to discover the grounds upon which it is assumed that the 
Lower Peat and Trees which rest upon the tin gravels are necessarily 
synchronous with the submerged forests exposed upon the present 
foreshore. In some cases this may be the fact, but it is hard to 
believe, on the evidence produced, that this correlation can be gene- 
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rally sustained.’^ After illustrating Lis objection by a reference to 
the Happy Union Section described by Mr. Colenso at Pentuan, be 
arrives at the conclusion that the ancient forest-bed on the stream- 
tin -gravels is a relic of an older land surface than that represented 
by the submarine forests on the present coast-line. 

Had I stated that the forest-beds in question were generally cor- 
relative with the traces of vegetation from time to time discoverable 
on the preaent foreshore, I should have committed the egregious 
error into which Prof. Geikio thinks I have fallen, and that upon 
the single favourable datura furnished by Mr. Game’s section of 
Huel Darlington mine in the vicinity of Mounts Pay. 

In Post-l’ertiary Geology of Cornwall (printed for private 
circulation in 1879), p. 45, 1 have stated my views as follows : “ The 
growth of the old forest, the relics of which have been met with all 
round the Cornish coast, must have extended over a long period of 
time. The evident connexion of the Mounts Bay Forest with the 
bed in Marazion Marsh overlying stream-tin, pointed out by Mr. 
Cnrne ; and the constant presence of a distinct vegetable stratum, or 
of detiutus mixed with vegetable matter, on the tin-gravels in most 
of the principal sections, points to a general correlation of the sub- 
merged forests on the coasts with the forest-bed in strcam-tiii 
sections.” I did not anticii')ate the accei)tation of the phrase 

submerged forests on the coasts,” in the above passage, in so 
littorally literal a sense as “the submerged forests exposed upon the 
present foreshore,” as Prof. Geikie has rendered it, but meant by it 
the extensive tract of which these traces between high- and low- 
water mark are the only observable relies — a tract of the extension 
of which I have taken {op. cit. p. 43) the depths of the stream-tin 
gravels of Par, Pentuan, Carnon, etc., below the sea-level to bo 
indicative, 

I conceive the forests to have flourished over a wide area extend- 
ing beyond the limits of the present coasts. That this area was of 
the nature of a great plain broken and stepped by old marine terraces 
modified by sulmerial denudation, and that it was breached by 
valleys representing the then existing lines of drainage and also 
clothed with vegetation. As a gradual subsidence narrowed the 
limits of tlie forest tract, the sea in its advance would naturally 
encroach upon the valleys, and if the forest growth continued un- 
impaired on the plain, and in its inequalities, the lower tracts would of 
course be first submerged, and their submersion could not bo regarded 
as strictly synchronous with that of the forest belt fringing parts of 
the foreshore where no such depression existed. 

But here again I must guard myself against misunderstanding. I 
do not think that those parts of the forest which had taken root in 
the tin ground in the vallej^s were left in undisputed possession of 
those positions from their first growth until the access of the sea to 
tlieir sites (Vide Pleistocene Geology of Cornwall, Part IV. General 
Notes on Submerged Forests and Tin Gravels, Gbol. Mag. for 1879. 
‘‘I’o synchronize the forest remains in the various sections, etc.,” 
and “ In like manner the duration of the forest growth, etc.’^) 
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Snell an idea would postulate the entire desertion of the main 
drainage lines during the period of forest growth, of the duration of 
which the Forest-bed in stream-tin sections affords no measure 
whatsoever. 

Take for example the Happy Union Yalley. Part of it was at least 
tenanted by running water, the old forest-bed (to use a relative 
term) being buried beneath a stratum of silt, i)robably river detritus, 
one foot thick; then we have a nearly continuous layer of vegetable 
matter, probably drifted, and an appearance of silting up and of 
moss growth, the water being confined to small runlets hardly 
breaking the continuity of vegetable matter. After this the gradual 
prevalence of estuarine conditions is evidenced in a bed of silt, 
which resembles, from the description, as Mr. Geikie points out, 
the bluish clay so often found beneath the submerged forests on 
the foreshore. In this silt drift-wood also occurs ; but as the top of 
the bed is about 18 feet below low-water level, it would have been, 
supposing the growth in situ, subjected to estuarine conditions before 
the forest belt on the foreshore was buried beneath sea sand; 
and the vegetable matter corresponding strictly in position with the 
submerged forest between high- and low-water mark would, as Mr. 
Geikie points out, occur in the bod of sand 20 feet thick, in which 
oaks were found lying in all directions, and bones of red-deer, etc. 

In Carnon Stream Works, as given by Mr. Henwood (T.R.G.S. 
Corn. vol. iv.), whore human remains were found in association with 
vegetable matter at 40 feet below low-water, there would appear to 
be no vegetable representative of the forest growth on the foreshore: 
but I cannot therefore regard the vegetable bed on the tin ground in 
this section as representing an older land surface than the submerged 
forests fringing the coast-line, in any other sense than its position in 
a depression entitles us to infer — that its growth as a tiny portion of 
a large forest tract was of less duration than that of portions not 
similarly situated, and being submerged before the districts at a 
higher level did not remain a laikd-surface so long. 

The growth of woods on the tin ground soil would be unlikely to 
lead to the formation of a bluish-grey substratum, such as we find 
beneath most traces of submerged vegetation on the coasts, resulting 
from surface decomposition of the Killas, tinged by carbonaceous 
matter ; so that such differences are no doubt due to the accidents 
of position. Local conditions, however, were so varied as to permit 
of the formation of a clay soil in certain valleys, Pentuan for 
example, upon alluvial deposits accumulated subsequently to the 
destruction of the parts of the forest rooted in the tin ground, and 
this clay appears to be similar to. that which we find beneath those 
portions of the submerged forest between high- and low- water mark, 
which doubtless nourished the forestial growth from its beginning 
to its close over much of the area it originally occupied. 

The expression “ older land- surface,” as indicated by the forest- 
bed on tin gravels, has been fully explained to me by Mr. Geikie, 
who kindly furnished me with the following summary of his views, 
thereby depriving these remarks of any controversial character. 
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1. Forest-bed on stream- tin graYel8=great forest growth: land of wider extent 

than now. 

2. Marine and estuarine beds in stream -tin sections = submergence of land and 

entombment of trees. 

3. Trees and forest-bed in upper part of stream-tin sections, and, probably, sub- 

merged forests on foreshore =elevation of land, and re-advance of trees. 

4. Beds above 3 = partial submergence. 

In the above synopsis Mr. Geikie advocates a recent oscillation 
by which the dwindling forest growth gained new strength in a 
comparatively brief respite prior to its final decay ; and is inclined 
to regard the traces of vegetation on the foreshore as relics of the 
re-growth of the trees upon sites rendered untenable by the previous 
subsiding movement. 

To this I have no objection whatever to urge ; on the contrary, 
it is in conformity with the oscillation advocated by Mr. Godwin - 
Austen, to account for planed rock reefs at a little above high-water 
level (Rep. Brit. Assoc, for 1850, Trans, of Sects, p. 71). ^‘Such 
an oscillation might seiwe to explain the river sediments gaining 
on the marine in estuarine stream-tin sections, and to enable them 
to continue, pari passu, with a resumption of the subsiding move- 
ment,” etc., etc. (Pleistocene Geology of Cornwall, Part V. General 
Notes, Geol. Mag. for July, 1879). 

Mr. Geikie’s conclusions are based on an extensive knowledge of 
facts, collated from all quarters, and which, I need hardly say, were 
beyond my range, I could only advocate the probability of an 
oscillation of a few feet, as suggested by Mr. Godwin-Austen, so 
that from so restricted a point of view I could not regard the 
re-elevated foreshore as favourable to the growth of trees. I do 
not, however, think, as regards Oomwall, Devon, and Somerset, that 
the elevation hinted at might not, without militating against facts, 
bo made sufficiently elastic to have converted the slmllows of such 
coasts as Mounts Bay into dry land, and have continued long enough, 
not only to arrest the decay of the surviving forests in inland 
localities, but even to permit of their re-growth upon deserted 
foreshore sites, and to give colour to the tradition of ** Caraclowse 
in Cowse, in English the hoare rock in the wood,” as applicable to 
St. Michael’s Mount. 

In conclusion, I must plead necessity for recurring at such length 
to this subject, at the same time expressing my thanks to Mr. Geikie 
for afibrding me the opportunity of explaining, more fully, views 
which the general tenor of my classification, as expressed in my 
papers on Cornish Post-Tertiary Geology, may have left somewhat 
ill defined, as it was foreign to my purpose to discuss at length the 
changes indicated by the details of individual stream-tin sections. 

VI. — ^Laocolites. 

By G. H. Kinahan, M.R.I.A., 

President of the Royal Geological Society of Ireland. 

I N the Report on the Geology of the Henry Mountains, Rocky 
Mountain Region, Mr. G. K. Gilbert, of the U.S. Geographical 
and Geological Survey, points out that many of the intrusions of 
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eruptive rooks now exposed had a deep-seated origin j the molten 
rook having filled vaoanoies in the rooks, and never ooming to the 
surfaoe until they were exposed by denudation or by faults. To quote 
our author, “The lava . . . instead of rising through all the 
beds of the earth’s orust, stopped at a lower horizon, insinuated itself 
between two strata, and opened for itself a ohamber by lifting all 
the superior beds. In this it oongealed, forming a massive body of 
trap.” For these masses of eruptive rooks, Gilbert proposes the 
name laccolite (Gr. lakkos cistern, and lithos stone) » In the 
Cos. Wexford and Wioklow some of the protrusions of eruptive 
rocks are entitled to this name, the rocks having congealed in cisterns 
below the surface of the earth ; there are, however, some marked 
differences between them and the laccolites of the Henry Mountains. 
The latter were intruded into nearly horizontal strata, the laccolites 
only consist of one kind of rock, while the adjoining rocks seem to 
have been very little altered. But the Wexford and Wicklow 
laccolites, on the other hand, were intruded into highly disturbed 
strata, they are made up of a variety of rocks, and always the 
aquo-igneoiis action due to their intrusion — “ baked ” or altered, 
a greater or less thickness of rocks about them. 



Vertical section of a Laccolite in contorted strata. 


Baked rocks. 


1] ^ ^ Molten rocks ) 

> of Laccolite. 

Fragmentary rocks ) 

The distance to which the “baking” has extended is ^ery variable, 
on account of the ends, not the planes, of the differently composed 
beds being in contact with the eruptive rocks ; rocks of different 
characters and composition being differently susceptible ; conse- 
quently, in regard to their composition, some have been more 
altered in depth and quality, — few apparently being ever changed 
into gneissoid and granitoid rocks. 
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The rocks in the more marked laccolites are usually ^ahhros or 
allied eurites, that graduate into granitoid, and allied basic elvans ; but 
sometimes there are also felstones with their allied elvans. Associated 
■with these normal intrusive rocks are others of fragmentary character, 
like agglomerates and other tuffs. Such mechanically formed rocks 
are usually supposed to be accompaniments of surface accumula- 
tions ; a little consideration, however, will show that it is not only 
possible but even highly probable that they accompany the 
formation of some laccolites. 

In order that a laccolite may be formed in a particular place, some 
favourable conditions must exist at that place. During the dis- 
turbances of the strata, such has taken place in the Cambro-Silurian 
rocks of Wicklow and Wexford, the horizontal jamming of one or 
more breadths of rock against each other would make them tend to rise 
and yield more readily t-o the pressure of the molten mass injected 
beneath. In some cases they might rise even independently of this 
pressure, leaving a vacancy under them, inviting the ingress of the 
lava ; such hollows might sometimes be enlarged by the gases being 
forced into them under high pressure, the gases blowing in, out of 
the passages, loose fragments of the rocks in addition to those 
carried in on the molten matter ; and all brought into the chamber, 
either by the force of the gas or by the molten matter, be driven 
into the cracks or other vacancies, or be lifted up on the surface of 
the latter. 

The general character of the laccolites under consideration seems 
to be this — their principal mass or nucleus is composed of intrusive 
rocks, while on these and tilling interstices in the “ baked rocks 
are these fragmentary rocks, while “ baked rocks ” envelope all. 
Sometimes, however, these fragmentary rocks extend away into the 
“ baked rocks.” An explanation for these also may be suggested ; 
open fissures existed between beds of strata or across them, all of 
which had to be filled; into those that terminated either upward or 
lengthways the fragmentary matter was blown and forced to remain 
in them, while if the fissure led to another cistern or to the surface, 
the fragmentary matter would be forced through or carried out of 
it ; thus we should have dykes of the normal rocks of the laccolite 
leading from one to another, while on these normal rocks and in 
dykes or in apparently intcrbedded masses leading away from them, 
we should find their fragmentary adjuncts.* 

The fragmentary rocks associated with the gabbros are often 
highly calcareous. In many cases they are an agglomerate con- 
taining limestone concretions ; and in some places there are masses 
of such agglomerates that appear to be independent laccolites, the 
rocks surrounding them being baked ; in some places it is evident 
that small masses of such fragmentary rocks must have been pro- 
truded into their present positions. 

* Gilbert mentions as adjuncts to his laccolites dykes and sheets”; these, how- 
ever, are filled with a rock the same as the laccolites, while in Wexford and Wicklow 
the dykes and sheets often seem to be fragmentary rocks. 
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I. — A Monograph of the Silurian Fossils of the Gtrvan 
D rsTKiCT IN Ayrshire. By H. A. Nicholson, and R. Etheridge, 
jun. Fasc. III. 8vo. pp. i.-vi., 287 — 84:1, and Plates xvi— 
xxiv. (London and Edinburgh, Blackwood, & Co., 1880.) 

B esides descriptions of Serpidltes and various so-callcd Worm- 
tracks (which are here carefully treated as having been pro- 
bably due to Crustaceans and other creeping and burrowing animals 
besides Worms), the Asteroid and Crinoid Echinodermata, found in 
the Silurian rocks of Girvan, are published in this Part of Nicholson 
and Etliei'idge’s excellent Monograph. It contains also some of the 
intended Supplements descriptive of (1.) Clathrodictyon and Hyalo- 
ncma (?), but why the latter should be regarded as a Bliizopod is 
not clear; (2.) Heliolites, Flasmapora, Fropora, Finncopora, Ilaly- 
sites, and Favosites, among the Tabulate Corals ; (3.) Staurocephalus, 
Cyrlopyge, Tnuncleus, Dio aide, and Agywstus, among tlie Crustacea ; 
with (4:.) the cirripedal Turrilepas. See also Geol. Mag. No. 177, p. 
135 ; and No. 189, p. 139. 

These additions are chiefly based on a large amount of new 
material collected by Mrs. Gray and others in the Girvan district; 
and are partly due to information accruing in the course of the work. 

The printing and paper are of the first quality, and the plates are 
also good. An index to the first volume, now completed, is given in 
this i’ascicnlus ; and great credit is due to the authors for these good 
results of their persistent and enthusiastic labour, supported by a 
Royal Society Government Grant. 

II. — Revue de Geologie, pour les annees 1877 et 1878. Par 
MM. Delesse et De Lapparent. (Paris, F. Savy, 1880.) 

F rom the preface to the sixteenth volume, it would appear that 
tliis useful publication will now be brought to a close. During 
sixteen years, under the able editorship of M. Delesse associated with 
M. Langel in the first three numbers, and with M. de Lapparent in 
the continuation (vols. 4 to 16), this work has contained a concise 
account of the contents of the numerous papers connected with 
geology, and the allied sciences, during that period. The present 
A'olume records the progress of geology during the years 1877-78, 
and like the preceding ones, the subjects are arranged under five 
heads : Physiographic, Lithological, Historical, Geographic, and 
Dynamic Geology. 

^ Among the various papers collated, special attention has been 
given to the new researches on lithology, inetamorphisrn and the 
analysis of rocks, as also to agricultural geology. The sixteen 
volumes will form a very important, if not an indispensable work 
of reference for the geologist, in which the authors have endeavoured 
to continue the useful work of M. d’Archiac, by giving, year by 
year, the principal facts bearing on the progress of the science. 

J . M^. 
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Geological Society of London. 

L^Jan. 19, 1881.— Robert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., Pi-esident, in 
the Chair. — The following communications were read ; — 

1. ** Further Notes on the Family Diastoiwridoi^ Busk.” By G. R. 
Vine, Esq. Communicated by Prof. P. Martin Duncan, M.B. Lend., 
F.R.S., F.G.S. 

In continuing his review of the family of the Piastoporidev, the 
author stated that upon the question of the classification of the 
Polyzoa he is inclined to accept the views recently published by the 
Rev. T. Hincks, in preference to the earlier one enunciated by Prof. 
Busk. He now described the forms found in the Lias and Oolite, 
including Piaatopora stromatoporidcs^ Vine (= liassica, Quenst.), 
D. ventricosa. Vine, P. oolitica^ Vino, D. cricopora^ Vine. 

The author then proceeded to argue against the inclusion of the 
foliaceoiis forms in the genus Piastopora, and concluded by giving 
a definition of the genus, as now limited by himself. 

2. Further Notes on the Carboniferous Fenestellida?.” By G. 
W. Shrubsole, Esq., F.G.S. 

The author pointed out the discrepancies in the descriptions given 
by Lonsdale, Phillips, M Coy, and King of the genus Feneatella, as 
represented in the Silurian, Devonian, Carboniferous, and Permian 
formations respectively. He then proj^osed a new definition of his 
own, and described the following species : — F. pleheia, M‘Coy, 
F, membranncea, Phil., F. nodulosa, Phil., F. polyporata, Phil., F. 
crassa, M‘Coy, F. lialhinensis, sp. nov. ; and in conclusion he pointed 
out that the few species to which he has reduced the Carboniferous 
Fenestellce find their representatives in the North-American continent, 
only one really new form, F, Norwoodiana, having been described 
there. 

II. — February 2, 1881. — Robert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., Presi- 
dent, in the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. “ On the Coralliferous Series of Sind, and its connexion with 
the last Upheaval of the Himalayas.” By Prof. P. Martin Duncan, 
M.B. Lond., F.R.S., F.G.S. 

This communication is the result of the author’s study and de- 
scription of the fossil corals of Sind, undertaken at the request of 
the Geological Survey of India. The history of the researches in 
the geology of the Tertiary deposits of Western Sind was noticed in 
relation to a statement made some years since by the author and 
Mr. H. M. Jenkins, F.G.S., that there was more than one Tertiary 
series there, in opposition to both D’Archiac and Haime. 

After a brief description of the geology of the Khirthar and Laki 
ranges of hills, which were called Hala Mountain by the French 
geologists, the succession of the strati graphical series demonstrated 
by the survey under Blanford and Fedden was given, and the author 
proceeded to discuss the ^peculiarities of the six coral faunas of the 



Geological Society of London. 1 39 

area, and to argue upon the conditions which prevailed during their 
existence. A transitional fauna, neither Cretaceous nor Eocene, 
underlies a trap : to the trap succeeds a great development of Num- 
inulitic beds, containing corals, the Kanikot series, some of which 
are gigantic representatives of European Niimmulitic forms. A third 
fauna, the Khirthar, succeeds, and a fourth, Khirthar-Nari, which was 
a reef-building one ; and a fifth, the Nari, is included in the Oligo- 
cene age. An important Miocene coralliferous series (the Gaj) is on 
the top of all. These faunas above the trap are Nuinmulitic, Oligo- 
cene and Miocene in age, arid in the first two European forms, 
which are confined to definite horizons, are scattered indefinitely 
in a vertical range of many thousands of feet. The corals grew in 
shallow seas, but most of them were not massive limestone builders, 
but there were occasional fringing reefs, or rather banks of com- 
pound forms, which assisted in the development of limestones. 
Many genera of corals, which elsewhere are massive, are peduncu- 
late in Sind, and the number of species of the family Fungidae is 
considerable. There are also alliances with the Eocene coral fauna 
of the West Indies. 

The depth of the coralliferous series and the intercalated unfossil- 
iferous sandstones, etc., is, according to the Survey, 14,000 feet, 
without counting an estimated GOOO feet of unfossiliferous strata in 
one particular group. The subsidence has therefore been vast, but 
not always continuous. 

After noticing the numbers of genera and species in this grand 
scries of coral faunas and the remarkable distinctness of each, the 
author proceeded to discuss the second part of his subject. When 
President of the Society, he had stated in his Anniversary Address 
for 1878, that he was not convinced of the truth of the theory of 
the Geological Survey of India regarding the Pliocene age of the last 
Himalayan upheaval. Tlio considerations arising from the position 
of a vast thickness of sedimentary deposits overlying the GmJ or 
marine Miocene, and containing Ampliicyony Mastodon, Diaotherium, 
and many Artiodactyles of the supposed pig-like ruminant group, 
lead to the belief that the author was not justified in opposing the 
theory enunciated by Lydekker and the Directors of the Survey. 
The position of these Manchhar strata on the flanks of the mountain 
system of Sind w’as compared with that of the sub-Himalayan 
deposits. The faunas were compared, and the Sewalik deposits, 
the equivalents of the Upper Manchhar series of Sind, were pro- 
nounced to be of Pliocene age. Tliey were formed before and 
during the great upheaval of the Himalayas, and in some places 
are covered with glacial deposits. 

A comparison was instituted between these ossiferous strata and 
the beds of Eppelsheim and Pikermi, and the author discussed the 
question relating to the age of terrestrial accumulations overlying 
marine deposits. 

2. “On two new Crinoids from the Upper Chalk of Southern 
Sweden.” By P. H. Carpenter, Esq., M.A. Communicated by 
Prof. P. Martin Duncan, M.B. Lond., F.R.S., F.G.S. 
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Stem-joints of a Crinoid resembling tlioso of Bourguvticrinns have 
long been known in the Piauerkalk of Streben (Llbe) ; but on the 
discovery of tlie cal^'x it was found to difier considerably tint 

genus. It was then referred to the genus Antcdon l\y Prof. Geinitz. 
Stems also resembling Bourgvciicrinus have been found in the lJi)])er 
Chalk of Kopinge (S. Sweden), and a calyx resembling that de- 
scribed by Prof. Geinitz has also been lound. Prof. liundgren 
kindly entrusted this to the author for description. 

Por these two fossils he considers not only a new genus but also a 
new family required. He pro|K>ses for the former the name Mcso- 
crinus, as the chanxcters of its caGx ally it to the Pentacrinidas. 
The author describes the characteristics of the genus Mesorrinus 
and of the species M. stiecica (the Swedish) sj^ecies, and its 
differences from M. Fischeri (from Streben), and discusses the 
relationships of the genus, which combines the characters of a 
Petitacrimis ‘Ciilyx with a Bourgneticrinns-siem. 

A new species of Comatula (Aniedon impresna) from the Ignaberga 
Limestone of Scania was also described, and its systemritic position 
discussed. 

Dr. Otto Hahn, of Reutlingen, exhibited a large series of Micro- 
scopic sections of Meteorites, in explanation of which the following 
remarks were addressed to the President and Fellows present : — 

‘‘Dr. Hahn, in inviting you to examine the microscopical speci- 
mens of meteorites which he has prepared, and in order to assist you 
in determining the diameter of the forms and structures which you 
will find exhibited in them, desires to i^resent a short summary of 
the negative considerations which forbid that such structures should 
be classed among crystalline forrms. 

“As is well known, the chondrites, the species of meteorites from 
which his specimens are prepared, consist, besides the metals which 
they enclose, of the minerals eustatite and olivine. 

“In his w<»rk on the meteorites and their organisms, lately pub- 
lished, Dr. Hahn has given photographs of 130 different forms and 
structures. Now if these structures are crystalline, the two minerals 
in question would present themselves in at least 130 different forms 
and structures, although the absence of all structure is recognized as 
a fundamental principle of the theo-ry of minerals. 

“ Again, the structures exhibited by the chondrites cannot be due 
to slaty cleavage, since olivine has no slaty cleavage, and that of 
enstatite and of other minerals does not appear under the micro- 
scope, or else presents itself there under totally different forms. 

“ The greatest importance, however, is to be attached to the total 
absence of all polarized light exhibited by the two minerals as occur- 
ring in the meteorites. The contained forms and structures do not 
polarize the light at all, or only very feebly, although the same 
minerals, under ordinary circumstances, polarize light very strongly. 
The absence of all aggregate polarization is especially noticeable, as 
proving that these objects are not aggregates of crystals. 

“ Should we still feel inclined to regard the enclosures as mineral 
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forms, and not as organisms, we must be struck by the utter absence 
of all crystalline forms, especially in those very minerals which 
always, and occasionally also in meteorites, appear in a crystallized 
form. 

“Further, the external forms, and consequently the outlines of 
the enclosures, harmonize so perfectly with their internal form and 
structure, that we cannot entertain tlie idea that these enclosures 
had been rolled about and ground down before they became finally 
imbedded in the chondrites. 

“Fhe idea of an aggregate of crystals, if still looked upon with 
favour, would be contradicted by the fact that the enclosed balls 
or globes are ail constructed excentrically, whereas all terrestrial 
crystallites are formed concentrically.” 


coI^:E^:Es:E^Olv^I:>Ez^CE. 


STRO:\rAT()r()EA and CArNOPORA. 

SiK, — In the August (1880) Number of the Geological Magazine, 
which owing to some error of transmission has come to hand only a 
few days ago, I observe an interesting paper by Dr. F. Koenier, on the 
relation sometimes ol)serYed between the growth of KStromntoporee 
and tubular corals ; and which in some formations in this country 
is so common as to have been regarded as a sort of “ commensalism.” 
I have referred to these cases in my paper on Slromatoporkhe in the 
Journal of the Geological Society for February, 1879, as well as to 
other perforations, probably due to the operations of some boring 
animal. While, however, some specimens of these kinds ma}*^ have 
been referred to the genus Cauuopora, it would be unfortunate if 
palaeontologists should suppose that all the fossils of that genus are 
of the character in question. It will be seen by reference to the 
paper above cited, that such Caunoporcr as my C. Iludsonica, as well as 
C. incrvHians and 0. plamilatvm. Hall, not only have vertical canals 
which are essential parts of their structure, but that these canals 
send fortli radiating tubes into the substance of the thickened laminte. 
Of the Stromatoporidee with such vertical canals there are two tjpes, 
which I have referred respectively to the genera Cauuopora of 
Phillips, and Cwnostroma of Winchell : the former having single 
vertical tubes, the latter groups of such tubes. In America both 
genera begin in the Niagara formation and extend u])ward to the 
Chemung, or from the lower part of the Upper Silurian to the 
upper part of the Erian or Devonian. J. W. Dawson. 

McGill’s Colleoe, Montreal. 

ON CERTAIN CASES OF THE OUTCROP OF STRATA. 

Sir, — As the Itev. O. Fisher’s allusions to Spherical Trigonometry 
in your January Number may sadly perplex main" accomplished 
geologists, who have not made a special study of higher mathe- 
matics, I venture to enclose a simplified explanation of his results. 

First, as regards the delineation of cylindrical surfaces exposed 



142 


Correspondence — The Rev, H, O, Dap, 


in plane sections, the ordinary rule of ‘ foreshortening,’ as taught in 
all Schools of Art, will amply suffice. 

I have found in practice that a shadow cast by sunlight on a paper 
properly inclined gives the true result most simply. It is, however, 
worthy of remark that the outcrop of a cylindrical stratum on a 
plane surface cannot differ from the outcrop of a plane stratum on 
a cylindrical hill, or in a hollow cylindrical valley ; and is therefore 
reducible to ‘‘ Sopwith’s models.” 

Next, in assuming that the trail outcrop had a definite direction 
on either side of the railway cutting, does not Mr. Fisher assume 
that the trail lies in one plane ? 

Under these circumstances a straight rod placed at the one out- 
crop parallel to the other outcrop satisfactorily detenuines the strike 
and dip of the stratum. 

As regards the equation tan <f> = cos ^ tan a (2) 

I subjoin a short proof. 

Let A B (7 D be horizontal (strike) lines in the inclined plane. 

B E vertical, C DE & horizontal plane. 

Then ^ BCE = (f) 

BDE = a 


CED ^13 

Also CDEis right angle, 

XT 4 . * BE BE cos 

Hence tan ^ =-^.^ 


= tan cos 



( 


H. G. Day, M.A. 

THE PRE-CAMBRIAN ROCKS OF BRITAIN AND BOHEMIA. 

Sir, — In Dr. Callaway’s letter on this subject (Gkol. Mag. Feb. 
1881), there are some passages which are to my mind a little mis- 
leading in regard to the Dimetian rocks at St. Davids. The main 
portion of the group consists of what appears to be a massive 
granitoid rock, but on closer examination traces of foliation are 
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abundant.. Indeed, throughout the whole group there is a schistose 
character developed, so that in consequence the most massive portions 
are found to be utterly worthless for dressing, either for building or 
paving purposes. This fact, though a species of rough evidence, is 
found to be very valuable in distinguishing many of the metamorphic 
rocks from those of igneous origin. In the latter the even admixture 
of the constituents and the regular crystallization enable them to be 
readily dressed in blocks, whilst the former, except where they 
consist of limestone or such-like sediments, are seldom sufficiently 
even in character through any thickness for this purpose. Hence 
the intrusive granites, greenstones, and various lava flows are 
frequently used for building and paving purposes, but the metamor- 
phic rocks but seldom. The term gneissic or schistose may certainly 
be applied to the St. Davids Dimetian rocks throughout, but perhaps 
more especially to the middle portion of the group, seen in the 
valley between the Camp and Ponthclaish. Here the beds are 
usually less massive than at the base, or in the upper or more 
quartzose portion, and on very slight weathering the foliated 
character is very marked. Thin lines of nearly pure white felspar 
are also common, and a tolerably clear gneissic appearance ex- 
hibited. 

It must not be expected that in these attempts at correlation 
anything like an absolute identity in character can be found in 
different areas. Certain general resemblances in mineral character, 
combined with the physical evidences indicative of contemporaneous 
deposition, are all we can expect, especially if, as I presume, I may 
take for granted, that most will now allow that these metamorphic 
rocks must have had at first an aqueous origin, and were deposited 
in successive layers of various materials like the alternating sedi- 
ments found in more recent groups. If we examine closely any of 
the unaltered groups, capable of being correlated by their fossils, we 
readily recognize some general mineral resemblances over very con- 
siderable areas, and Mr. Marr has particularly referred to some of 
these in his very excellent and highly suggestive paper. But there 
are, on the other hand, many minor differences, and this is especially 
the case where the sediments have been deposited in rather shallow 
water. For instance, the Harlech group at St. Davids and in the 
Harlech mountains is mainly composed of sandstones, whilst in 
Carnarvonshire it consists chiefly of slates, and in the north-west of 
Scotland of conglomerate and grits. Now if we suppose, as I 
believe was the case, that the Dimetian group was chiefly deposited 
in shallow water, the differences so well marked in the unaltered 
rocks of the Harlech group are exactly those which would, under 
the influence of metamorphism, produce a massive granitoidite atone 
place, a quartzose gneiss or micaceous schist at another, and yet a 
general resemblance indicating the prevalence of tolerably similar 
physical conditions at the time would be retained in the group in 
each area. 

On these considerations I think Mr. Marr was full^^ justified in 
classing the quartzose gneisses of Bohemia with the Dimetian rather 
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than with any other known European Pre-Cambrian ^roup, 
especially as he found them overlaid unconformably by rocks similar 
to those found in the Pebidian group. Certainly from his descrip- 
tions they could not be classed with the dark hornbJendic and red 
gneisses which the Scotch geologists have invariably claimed to be 
characteristic of the Hebridean or Lewisian group. Moreover, tJjo 
very fact that most of the gneisses in the central highlands were 
found, like the Dimetian of Wales, to be highly quartzose in 
character, formed one of the chief stumbling-blocks to their being 
recognized as of Pre-Cambrian age : even Nicol found this a difficulty. 
Now, however, since the Dimetian rocks in Wales have been recog- 
nised, this need offer no difficulty in future, and I feci convinced 
that ere long the Dimetian and Pebidian groups will be as easily 
separated from one another even in Scotland as has been the case 
now in Bohemia through Mr. Marr’s researches. 

Hendon, X.W., Ted. 7, 1881. H. IIlGKS. 

DISTURBANCES IX THE CHALK OF NORFOLK. 

Sir, — I am indebted to Mr. H. B. Woodward for pointing out that 
Mr. J. E. Taylor was subsequently inclined to suggest a different 
age and cause for the disturbance at Whitlingham. I'liis had 
escaped my notice, but supposing that Mr. I'aylor’s later view, now 
endorsed by Mr. Woodward, is correct, it does not follow that all 
disturbances of the Chalk in Norfolk are due to the same cause. 
The passage of ice has no doubt disturbed and broken the (^halk 
in man}^ ])laces ; but I still submit that it is difficult to conceive of 
*■ • surface agency being capable of producing such a sharp con- 

jiou in a solid scar of chalk like that at Trimmingham. 

A. J. Jukes-Bkowne. 

fiGHGATE, Fe6. 4. 


SHRINKAGE FISSURES. 

f SiR, — I would direct the special attention of geologists to the 
asms due to the subsidence in Cheshire ; of which an excellent 
ketch recently appeared in the Graphic. From these shrinkage 
fissures we learn how gorges or canons can be made without 
denudation— because if such a small thing as the vacancy in a salt 
/mine produces such marked results, how much greater must be the 
results from vacancies caused by vulcanicity and other natural 
phenomena? The sketch has an aspect very similar to some of 
the maps of canons in Dr. Hayden’s magnificent reports. 

O. H. Kin AH AN. 

We regret to record the death of two well-known and highly- 
esteemed geologists, namely: — Dr. J. J. Biosby, F.R.S., F.G.IS.; 
and Prof. James Tennant, F.G.S. Notices of these veterans will bo 
given next month. 
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I. ^Descriptions op New Upper Silurian Brachiopoda from 

Shropshire. 

By Thomas Davidson, F.R.S. 

[floncluded from p. 109.) 

(PLATE V.) 

1. WoUdheimia f Mawei, n. sp. PI. V. Figs. 7, 8. 

S HELL small, marginally sub-pentagonal, • longer than wide, 
straight or slightly indented in front. Dorsal valve laterally 
gently convex, longitudinally concave, with a small median rib com- 
mencing at about the middle of the valve, and widening as it nears 
the front. Ventral valve very convex and keeled along the middle 
or divided longitudinally by a groove commencing at about half the 
length of the shell and extending to the front. Beak small, incurved, 
foramen minute, beak ridges strongly marked. Surface of valves 
smooth. In the interior of the dorsal valve, under the hinge-plate, 
a slightly elevated longitudinal septum or ridge extends to within 
a short distance of the frontal margin. To the hinge-plate are 
IQ 17 attached the principal stems of 

the loop, which, after giving off 
crural processes, extend to with- 
in a short distance of the front, 
where they become reflected so 
as to form the loop. Length 2, 
breadth 1^, depth ^ line. 

01)8. — This small shell was pro- 
cured in some abundance from the 
washings of the “ TickwoodBeds,’’ 
or Upper Wenlock Shales, from 
under railway bridge at Farley 
TTaldheimia Mawei fD&Y. Developed by Dingle, also from the upper part 
N. Glaa,. Wenlock Shale, below 

limestone, water course, under Benthall Edge, and opposite Iron- 
bridge in Shropshire. 

Having placed in the hands of the Rev. Norman Glass a number 
of specimens filled with a light-coloured semi-transparent spar, 
he was able, after much trouble and patience, to develope the loop in 
several specimens, and in the clearest possible manner, and so like 
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in general character is this loop to that of Waldheimia that I have 
provisionally placed it with that genus. Exteriorly this small 
species bears so much general resemblance to some forms of 
Cenironella, and in particular to C. Hecate, Billings (Canadian 
Journal, May, 1861, p. 63), that previously to having been 
made acquainted with its loop I had placed the new English 
species in Billings’ genus. Centronella. is described by Prof. J. 
Hall (Sixteenth Annual Keport of the Begents of the University of 
New York, p. 45, 1863) as consisting of two delicate riband-like 
lamellas, which extend to about half the length of the dorsal valve. 
‘‘These lamellae at first curve gently outwards, and then approach 
each other gradually, until at their lower extremities they meet at 
an acute angle ; then becoming united, they are reflected backwards 
towards the beak in what appears to be a thin flat vortical plate.” 
Now our small species does not show these characters, for in all the 
specimens developed by the Bev. N. Glass the extremities of the 
principal stems do not converge so as to become united at their 
lower extremities, but are wide apart, and instead of extending to only 
half the length of the shell, are prolonged to within a short distance 
of the frontal margin. The loop is not therefore that of CentroneUa 
as described by Billings and Hall. The genus Waldheimia had not 
hitherto been quoted as far down as the Upper Silurian. Terehratu/a 
and CentroneUa had been so, and we now know that species with 
short and long loops commence to appear in the Upper Silurian 
period. 

2. Waldheimia ? Glassei, n. sp. PI. V. Fig. 6. 

Shell small, sub-pentagonal, broadest posteriorly, slightly truncated 
in front. Dorsal valve slightly convex, curving rather abruptly at 
the lateral margins, with a median longitudinal groove or depression, 
commencing about half the length of the shell, and extending to the 
front, beak incurved, truncated by a small foramen, hinge-ridges 
well defined, surface of valves smooth, marked by concentric lines 
of growth. Length 3, breadth 3, depth 2 lines. 

— About fifteen examples of this species were obtained by 
Mr. Maw from the washings of some seven tons weight of Buildwas 
Lower Wenlock Shales. All the specimens procured were of about 
the same dimensions, noiie exceeding the measurements above given. 
Only very few of them were in a perfect state of preservation, and 
none were in a suitable condition for Mr. Glass’s o})erations, 
consequently all his endeavours to develope its interior characters 
proved unsuccessful. It is a rather larger shell than Waldheimia ? 
Maweif but bearing some resemblance to it in external shape ; this 
has prompted me to leave it provisionally with that genus. Perhaps 
it may possess the interior characters of CentroneUa, and it will be 
very desirable to procure specimens suited to Mr. Glass’s operations. 

8. Atrypa reticularis, Linne sp. 

At p. 9 of this paper I alluded to the interior characters of this 
abundant species. Having, thanks to Mr. Maw’s liberality, been 
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able to examine upwards of eight thousand specimens of the species 
from the Wen lock and Ludlow rocks of Shropshire, I have ascer- 
tained how much it varies in shape, and especially so at different 
stages of growth. The smallest or youngest examples measured not 
much more than half a line in l*ength and bredTdth, and every stage 
was obtained up to shells measuring one inch and a half in len^h 
and breadth. When quite young the dorsal valve is flat or nearly 
so, with a strongly-marked longitudinal mesial depression; this 
same valve with age becomes gradually more and more convex 
or gibbous, and loses gradually all trace of the longitudinal 
depression. 

The front line is also either straight or more or less curved 
upwards, so much so that many specimens show in the dorsal valve 
a well-develoi3ed mesial fold, with a corresponding sinus in the 
ventral one. The ribbing varies also to a very considerable extent 
in different specimens. In young individuals the ribs are few in 
number, and in this condition it much approaches in shape and 
character to similar-sized examples of Atrypa Barrandi. The 
number of ribs seems also to increase rapidly with age. Some 
specimens with very convex dorsal valves are covered with numerous 
fine radiating ribs, while others of the same si25e show a much 
smaller number, and these more coarse and prominent. The 
concentric lines or squamose ribs due to growth are also much 
stronger, closer, or more wide apart in some individuals than in 
others, still all these individuals are linked one to the other by 
gradual passages. Feeling anxious to ascertain whether there 
existed interiorly any gradual increase in the number of spiral 
coils from the young up to the adult condition, 1 placed in the 
hands of the Kev. N. Glass a number of well-preserved specimens 
at different stages of growth, and some of which he kindly developed 
with his usual ability, and he was soon able to show, and in the 
most distinct manner, that the number of coils in each of the 
vertical spiral coils increased with the growth of the shell. 
In a specimen measuring four lines in length and breadth 
there were only five convolutions in each spiral cone, and these 
specimens much resemble those of Atrypa Barrandi, and in all 
probability, if not certainly, in still younger specimens Mr. Glass 
would have found not more than three or four coils. 

In a specimen measuring five lines in length he found six coils, 
in another six lines in length seven coils, and so on no doubt the 
increase would proceed up to fifteen convolutions in each spiral — 
the usual number found in full-grown specimens. Mr. Glass ascer- 
tained likewise that the basis of the spiral cones in young specimens 
with flattened dorsal valves is not level, the two inner sides 
of the principal coils being slightly higher than the two outer sides, 
and turned towards the margin of the shell — which is exactly what 
we have described and represented in Atrypa marginalis and Atrypa 
Barrandi, the dorsal valves of which are also nearly or quite flat 
(see pp. 10 and 11 of this paper). As the shell grows, and the 
dorsal valve becomes more convex, the basis of the spirals becomes 
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more level, and the spiral cones more elevated, as we have figured 
them in p. 9 of this paper. The principle of the variation of shape 
in the spirals of certain genera and species of the Atrypidm, seems 
to be the providing of such a form of spirals as should allow the 
greatest length of coil possible in the interior of the shell ; for 
example, in Glassia ohovata and G. elongata the ventral valve if 
anything is slightly more convex than the dorsal, and consequently 
the spirals are slightlj'^ more convex on the ventral side, and the 
length of the coils on that side is still further increased by the notch 
or indentation on the ventral slope of the posterior border of the 
spirals. Again, as we have just seen, in Atrypa marginalis, A. 
Barrandi, and in the young specimens of A. reticularis^ the dorsal 
valve is nearly or quite flat, and this being the case there are several 
differences between their spirals and those in the full-grown 
specimens of A. reticularis, the dorsal valve of which is ventricose. 
First, there are a fewer number of spiral coils, but to allow space 
even for these some changes were necessary in the arrangement of 
the spirals, and therefore the principal coils instead of being level 
are slightly higher on their inner than on their outer sides, whilst, 
unlike the majority of the full-grown specimens of A. reticularis, the 
principal coils are some little distance apart, and the ends of the 
spirals bend over to meet each other. It will be seen at once that 
these peculiarities in the arrangement of the spirals (the coils being 
only few in number) make them on their dorsal side to be almost 
level, and suitable, therefore, to the interior space which they have 
to fill. 

Through the kindness of Mr. K. P. Whitfield, Mr. Glass and 
myself have been able to examine the only developed American 
example of Prof. Hall’s Ccplospira disparialis, from the collection of 
the American Museum of Natural History, New York, and we are 
able to assert that its characters and spirals are so exactly similar to 
those of Atrypa Barrandi, that we are strongly inclined to consider 
them as belonging to the same species, and both as referable to 
Atrypa. I have added these details to show how important it is to 
study the gradual development of a species from its youngest to its 
full-grown condition. 

4. Glassia ohovata, Sow., sp. PI. V. Figs. 1, 2. 

Atrypa ohovata. Sow., Sil. sp., pl. viii. fig. 9, 1839. 

We have already described the interior and character of this 
species. It is variable in shape, the valves being nearly equally 
and uniformly convex, and almost circular. The front line is 
straight or slightly curved, surface smooth. Length 5, width 5^, 
depth 3 lines. 

Glassia ohovata is not an abundant species in Shropshire, but 
some good examples were obtained by Mr. Maw from the Buildwas 
Lower Wenlock shales. 

5. Glassia elongata, n. sp. PI. V. Figs. 3, 4. 

Shell small, elongated oval, valves very gently convex, straight, or 
slightly rounded in front, tapering posteriorly, broadest anteriorly, 
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beak small, incurved, surface smooth. In the interior of the dorsal 
valve the spirals are narrow anteriorly, but broader on the posterior 
side, and the principal coils on the posterior side of the spirals are, 
as in Glassta ohovata, slightly notched or indented, the notch or 
indentation being in the direction of the end of the spiral, and 
occupying in most cases the whole breadth of the posterior border. 
The posterior border of the spirals, including, of course, the notch 
referred to, slopes slightly downwards on the ventral side towards 
the anterior margin, and arising from this the notch is partly seen in 
the ventral aspect of the spirals. This slope of the posterior border 
of the spirals also accounts for the upper part of the coils on the 
ventral side being more depressed and less oval than the correspond- 
ing part of the coils on the dorsal side. 

I here append a restored outline sketch of the arrangement of the 
19 18 



S2)iral coils of Olassia ohovata^ 

D dorsal, V ventral aspect. 

Spiral coils in Glassia ohovata, Fig. 18, from specimens developed by 
the Itev. N. Glass. The dorsal side of the coils in each spiral cone 
is somewhat displaced from its natural position in order to show the 
continuity of the coils. Fig. 19 shows that the coils are not circular, 
but elongated oval. 

6. Meristella ? or Atrypa ? Mawei, n. sp. PL V. Fig. 5. 

Shell almost circular, as wide as long, valves moderately convex ; 
ventral valve rather the deepest, no fold or sinus, but a slight 
longitudinal groove divides the dorsal valve into two equal lobes ; 
beak not much produced, with a small circular foramen. Surface of 
valves marked at intervals by a few slightly projecting concentric 
ridges. Length 6, breadth 6, depth 3 lines. 

— A single perfect specimen of this shell was found by Mr. 
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Maw among the debris from the old Wenlock limestone quarries at 
Benthall Edge in Shropshire. It is not possible to determine to 
what genus the shell should be referred, as its interior characters 
have not been ascertained, and it was not considered right to 
sacrifice the only specimen known in the attempt to discover tlie 
character of its spiral appendages. Wo have therefore provisionally 
put it with MeristeUa, 

It is with much pleasure that I name this new species after its 
indefatigable discoverer, and in remembrance of the great labour and 
liberality with which he has assisted me in getting up the material 
for this communication. 

7. Streptis Grayii, Dav. PL V. Fig. 13. 

Atrifpa ? Grayn^ Dav., Sil. Mon. pi. xiii. figs. 14-22. 

In 1846 I picked up two or three examples of this remarkable 
small twisted shell at Hay head near Walsall, and described and 
figured it in 1848 in the Bulletin de la Soc. Geol. do France under 
the name of Terehratula Grayii, In 1859 Salter (in Siluria) made 
of it a Rhynchonella, Lindstrom in 18G0 Spirigerina ? and in my 
Silurian Monograph I provisionally put it with Atnjpa"> adding, “my 
endeavours to procure specimens showing the internal character 
Iiave proved fruitless, and I cannot determine exactly the genus.” 
Knowing little or nothing of its interior arrangements, I felt ex- 
tremely puzzled and uncertain as to the genus to which the shell 
should be referred, and, as justly remarked by Prof. James Hall at 
p. 38 of the IGth Annual Report on the State Cabinet of Natural 
History of New York, “so long as we remain unacquainted with the 
interior of the shell, we are compelled to refer the species to some 
genus haying similar forms, though the fibrous or punctate struc- 
ture may in many instances prove a valuable aid in these references.” 

I have now seen upwards of one hundred and forty specimens of this 
remarkable species, and every individual presented exactly the same 
exterior character, and which I have described and represented at p. 
141 and in pi. xiii. of my Silurian Monograph. 

Possessing, thanks, to Mr. Maw’s great liberality, a number of 
good examples, I sent some of them to the Rev. Norman Glass to 
operate upon, and after many experiments on perfectly preserved 
specimens filled with spar and suitable to bis operations he has 
informed me that he could in none of them detect the slightest trace 
of any calcareous support for the labial appendages— not the trace 
of a loop or spiral skeleton, and he was of opinion that it could not 
be referred to any of the genera into which it had been provisionally 
located. I therefore propose provisionally to place it under a distinct 
genus, and have selected the name Streptis (twisted), all the specimens 
hitherto discovered having presented that character. No calcareous 
support for the labial appendages, cardinal process much produced, 
hinge-teeth large and prominent. 

8. Bhynchonella cuneata, Dal. and His. PI. V. Fig. 10. 

Sil. Mon. pl. xxi. figs. 7-11. 

Since describing this well-known species at page 164 of my 
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Silurian Monograph, Prof. J. Hall has, at p. 166 of the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Report of the New York State Museum of Natural 
History (1879), proposed a new genus, RhynchotretoBy for the 
reception of Dalman’s species, and which he characterizes in the 
following words : — 

Shell triangular, surface with angular plications, ventral beak 
straight, produced be 3 ^ond the dorsal beak, extremity perforate, the 
foramen with an elevated margin ; space between the foramen and 
the hinge-line occupied by a deltidium in two pieces, being divided 
by a longitudinal suture, and transversely striated. Valv’^es articulated 
by two slender curving teeth, proceeding from a broad curving 
hinge-plate in the ventral valve, which fit into corresponding sockets 
in the dorsal valve. Cruras rising from near the dorsal beak and 
curving into the ventral cavity, and thence recurved towards the 
dorsal side, and probably uniting, as shown in fig. 4 (Fig- 11 of our 
Plate). Structure fibrous and apparently very ininutelj^ punctate.” 

It seems quite evident that Prof. Hall has not actually seen the 
short Terebratula-shaped loop represented in his restored fig. No. 4 
(Fig. 11 of our Plate), for he says in his description, and probably 
unitingy as shoion in fig. 4 ” — and in the explanations of his fig. 4 he 
adds, ‘^the additional features of the loop represented in this figure 
have not as yet been satisfactorily determined.” In order, if 
possible, to ascertain the internal character of this species, I asked 
the Rev. Norman Glass to develope the interior of several well- 
preserved s})ecimens of Rh. cuneaia from the Wenlock Limestone of 
Benthall Edge, and all of them showed only the two small curved 
lamellsB not attaining a third of the length of the dorsal valve, as 
in Rhynchonella pro 2 ^er. In no instance did ]\Ir. Glass discover any 
indication of a loop. I would therefore leave Dalman’s sjiecies with 
Rhynchonella until, on positive evidence, it can be shown to be 
gonerically separable. 

9. Rhynchonella Dayi, sj). PI. V. Fig. 9. 

Obtusely deltoid or sub-pentagonal, wider than long, valves 
moderately convex, and divided into three almost equid lobes. 
Ventral valve not quite as deep as the dorsal one, divided by a broad 
well-defined mesial sinus, beak small, showing a small circular 
foramen margined b}^ a deltidium, surface of valves ornamented with 
some fourteen or sixteen angular ribs, of which four form a well- 
defined mesial fold, the ribs being slightly bent upwards at the 
front, lateral margins of fold wide and flat. Length 5^, width 6, 
depth lines. 

Obs . — ^This small species is well distinguished from young 
specimens of the same age of Rh. borealisy with which it had been 
confounded by its less triangular shape, as well as ly the ribs of its 
fold being bent upwards close to their frontal extremity. In size 
and in number of ribs Rh. Dayi somewhat resembles small 
examples of the Jurassio Rh. tetraedra. 

This small species was found by Mr. George Maw in the Wenlock 
Limestone of Benthall Edge, as well as in the Wenlock Shales 
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underlying the limestone. I have much pleasure in naming it 
after the Kev. H. G. Day. 

10. Orthis elegantuUna, n. sp. PI. V. Fig. 12. 

Shell small, nearly circular, and about as broad as long. Dorsal 
valve moderately convex, divided longitudinally by a sinus of 
greater or lesser depth. Hinge area narrow. Ventral valve deeper, 
and more convex than the dorsal one, and slightly longitudinally 
keeled. Hinge-line shorter than the breadth of shell, beak small, 
incurved, area triangular, fissure small. Surface of both valves 
marked by strong raised striae, bifurcating once or twice as they 
near the lateral and frontal portions of the valves. Length 3, 
width 3, depth 2 lines. 

Obs. — My attention was first drawn to this small species at the 
commencement of 1880 by Mr. J. F. Walker. It is a much smaller 
shell than Orthis elegantula, and more circular, its beak much less 
incurved and of smaller proportions, and its ribbing or striation 
comparatively much stronger than in O. eleganfula. 

0. elegantidina swarms in the Lower Wenlock Shales of Buildwas 
in Shropshire, and is less abundant in the Upper Wenlock Shales. 

11. Eichwaldia CapewelU^ Dav. sp., Sil. Mon. p. 193, pi. xxv. 

figs. 12, 15. 

Ever since I first described this beautifully sculptured shell in 
1848, I have felt uncertain whether it was provided with spiral 
appendages. I consequently placed in the hands of Mr. Glass 
a number of well-preserved specimens filled with spar, and which 
had been obtained by Mr. Maw from his washing of Buildwas 
Lower Wenlock Shales. After many experiments not the trace of 
a spiral coil could be detected, and Mr. Glass arrived at the con- 
clusion that it had none. 

Prof. J. Hall having kindly sent me several well-preserved 
specimens of his Eichwaldia reticulataj I am convinced that it is the 
same species as my E. Capewelli. At page 170 of the IVenty- 
Eighth Eeport of the New York State Museum of Natural History, 
Prof. Hall says, “ Surface of the shell, except a small place on the 
umbo of the ventral valve, covered by fine reticulate markings with 
elongate, generally hexagonal pits or openings, with thin and sharp 
ridges within ; these markings vary in different specimens, and also 
in different parts of the same individual, being generally finest on 
the cardinal slopes. The small triangular space near the ventral 
beak which is destitute of marking has the appearance of having 
been exfoliated ; but since this is an invariable character in all the 
individuals examined, varying in size with the size of the shell, 
it is probably dei)endent upon organic causes.” This description of 
the shell sculpture, and of the smooth part at the umbo of the ventral 
valve, is exactly what we find, not only in our British specimens, 
but also in Swedish ones; and in pi. 2, fig. 16, of his Fragmenta 
Silurica,” Prof. Lindstrom gives a good illustration of this 
peculiarity. 
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12. Streptorhynchus nasutum, Lindstrom. 

Cyrtia ? nasuta^ Dav., Sil. Mon. p. 201, pi. xxv. figs. 1, 2. 

For a long time much uncertainty has prevailed with respect to 
the genus to which this remarkable species should be referred. It 
was in 1860 described Prof. Lindstrom as a StropJiomena, but the 
fortunate discovery of perfect interiors of Swedish examples has 
enabled Prof. Lindstrom to place this shell in King’s genus 
Streptorhynchus, Prof. Lindstrom’s beautiful figures in pi. xvii. of 
his work “ Fragmenta Silurica ” clear up all uncertainty in the 
matter. This little shell appears still to be very rare in Great 
Britain, for I am acquainted with four specimens only. One of 
these was found by the Rev. H. G. Day in the Wenlock Limestone 
of Benthall Edge, another in the same limestone at Dudley, and 
the two specimens have been liberally presented to me by their 
discoverer. 

13. Genus Uncites, Defrance, 1828. 

For many years past I have been on the look out for specimens that 
would clear up the interior characters of Defiance's Devonian 
genus. In 1853, in the General Introduction of my work on 

British Fossil Brachiopoda,” I described and figured part of the 
interior of the dorsal valve, showing the lateral pouch-shaped 
cavities opening exteriorly, as well as tlie attachments to the hinge- 
plate of the principal stems of the spiral appendages, also 
indications of the spiral appendages from a specimen which 
Prof. Beyrich of Berlin was so fortunate as to discover at 
Paftrath, and which was brought to my notice by Prof. E. Suess 
of Vienna. 

In 1871, Prof. Quenstedt, in pi. 43 of the Atlas to his '‘Die 
Brachiopoden ” (Petrefactenkunde Deutschland), figures spiral coils 
in a specimen of Uncites, No one, as far as I am aware of, seems to 



20. Specimens of Uncites gryphns in the Imperial ^Museum of Vienna. 

21. Restored interior of the dorsal valve, a cardinal process; b principal stems 
of spirals ; c connecting lameUce ; d spirals ; e pouch-shaped expansions. 



154 


T. DaruUon — ITpiyer Sihirian Brachiopoda, 

hnve dt^wriUxl the inotle iu which the spirnlfi were connectoci 
After many inqinneR in different directions, J>rof. Zittel informed 
nu* that he believed there existed iu the Imperial Mufteum of Vienna 
some specimens that might help iu this investigation, and ac- 
cordingly my old and valued friend Prof. Sness at once kindly 
obtained for my inspection the important specimen, Fig. 20, and in 
which are seen, not only the attachments of the principal stows of 
the spirals to the hinge-plate, but likewise their connection by the 
means of a curved bridge-like process, and which connects them at 
about half their length — small portions of tlie spirals themselves 
being also visible. 

We are likewise indebted to Mr. A. Champernowne of Dartington 
Hall, Totness, not only for the discovery of the first British 
specimen of the genus, but also for finding a specimen showing 
the cardinal process, which in Uncites gryphus is heart-shaped and 
strongly developed. This valuable specimen was presented to the 
Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter, by its discoverer. I am now, 
tlierefore, for the first time able to offer a correct restoration of the 
interior of the dorsal valve (woodcut, Fig. 21). 

Mr. Champernowne informs me that in addition to the locality, 
Orchard Quarry, Dartington, Mr. P. Vicary has obtained two 
specimens from the Chudleigh Limestone in Devonshire. We still 
remain unacquainted with the shape and position of the muscular 
impressions, but these will, in all probability, be some day 
discovered. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATE V. 

Fig. 1-2. Glassia ohovata^ Sow. sp. ^ 

3-4. elongata^ Dav. The interiors of the valves or spirals are seen as 

a transparency. 

,, 5. Meristella ? Mawei^ Dav. 

,, 6. Waldhcimia ? Glassei, Dav. 

,, 7-8. Maweiy Dav. 

,, 9. Rhynchonclla Dayi, Dav. 

„ 10-11. cuneaiaj Dalman. 10 shows two short curved lamoUfe 

only, as developed by llev. N. Glass. 11 is taken from Prof. Hall’s 
restored fig-ure in p. 166 of 28th Annual Report of the New York 
Museum of Natural History. 

,, 12. Orthis elegantulina^ Dav. 

,, 13. Streptis Grayi, Dav. 

Note. — In the first part of this paper, published in the January 
Number, I stated that Mr. Whitfield “had been engaged in develop- 
ing the spirals and their connections in the Palaeozoic Brachiopoda, 
but only in American specimens, and principally in siliceous shells 
or in shells possessing a hard limestone matrix.'* I also stated that 
“Mr. Glass's operations had been confined almost entirely to English 
specimens, and to those English specimens only which were partly 
or wholly filled with spar.** In my Carboniferous Supplement, 
published at the commencement of last year, I also stated that 
“some finely worked out specimens of American Palaeozoic Spirifers, 
and other genera, have been described and illustrated by Prof. Hall 
and Mr. Whitfield; but in this case the results were obtained 
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principally in siliceous specimens or by sections, and not developed 
in spar by the process Mr. Glass has discovered.” I have recently 
received a note from Mr. Whitfield, in which he informs me that in 
tlie above statements I have been labouring under a mistake, that the 
siliceous specimens he has worked out are comparatively few, and 
that he has principally operated on specimens filled with calc-spar — 
these operations extending back for some years, and relating not only 
to American, but also to a number of European forms, including some 
from Bohemia and England. He says, “ In fact I Iiave treated my 
specimens exactly as Mr. Glass has treated his.” Mr. Whitfield 
thus describes his method of oj)erating — “ I have been in the habit 
of cutting down to near the spires with tools, then treating with 
hydrochloric acid to render them more translucent, frequently 
cutting longitudinally a little outside of the middle so as to get the 
looji in profile. Atlujris vittnta, A. spiriferoides, Meristina nitida, and 
M. Maria are all cut thus.” Mr. Whitfield also refers to a friend of 
his as having operated in a similar manner upon American specimens 
of Atrypa reticularis, and upon European specimens of Tereb. 
scalprum. Mr. John Young, of the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow, 
has also, in the course of correspondence, informed Mr. Glass that 
more than twelve years ago he operated upon four specimens — three 
of Athjris ambigua, and one of A. Roysii — developing the spirals 
from their sparry matrix by means of acid and a file and knife. 
More recently, as I stated in my Carboniferous Supplement, Mr. 
James Neilson, Jun., has developed in the same manner the spirals 
in A. Roysii and Sp. lineata. 

As to the English forms worked out by Mr. Whitfield, I may 
state that I have never seen any drawings of them — my knowledge 
of the spirals and their connections in those of our English 
Brachiopods which are filled with spar having been entirely derived 
from the preparations of Mr. Glass. Mr. Glass, as he informs me, 
does not lay any claim to the discovery that the Palaeozoic spiral- 
bearing forms of the Brachiopoda which are filled with spar are 
favourable to the development of the spirals and their connections, 
nor does he lay any claim to the first employment for such a 
purpose of the knife supplemented by acid — though he was the first 
to publish any account of such a process, and it was only after ho 
had done this that he became aware of its previous use. He thinks, 
however, that his own method is somewhat different to that previously 
employed. In the comparatively simple matter of developing the 
spirals Mr. Glass has found through operating upon many hundreds 
of specimens that to obtain the best and most finished results the acid 
should first be used in removing the outer valve or valves when 
they have not been transformed into spar. That then scraping with 
a knife and frequent washing with water must be solely relied upon 
until the spirals are clearly revealed without even a trace of the sparry 
matrix upon them. Then to obtain a perfectly smooth surface, fine 
emery cloth must be used, and finally the specimen must be dipped 
for two or three seconds in the acid to remove the dullness of the 
surface and to give to it a glossy and transparent appearance as if it 
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had been polished. As to the more difficult matter of developing^ 
the connections of the spirals, Mr. Glass has found that the only 
method giving any certainty of result is by limiting the use of the 
acid as described above and by scraping away the matrix and parts 
of the spirals until the connections of the spirals with the hinge- 
plate, and the connection of the spirals with each other are com- 
pletely exposed. 

Mr. Glass says that in his own operations he places no dependence 
upon the making of sections, though he has no doubt that those who 
have a preference for this mode nmy sometimes use it with good effect. 

Since writing the above Mr. Whitfield has kindly forwarded to 
me a specimen of Meristella arcuata in which the spirals and their 
connections are silicified. Mr. Whitfield only partly prepared this 
specimen, so that the very delicate and fragile loop might be preserved 
during transit, and said in his accompanying note — “It will need 
careful working with acid in order to develop it so as to shew the 
loop rings and processes.” Having sent the specimen to Mr. Glass he 
has successful!}^ worked it out, and the rings of the loop appear very 
plainly as previously figured by Prof. Hall. Now as in Meristella 
tumida there are no rings it cannot properly belong to the genus 
Meristella. Mr. Whitfield agrees with me in thinking that it is 
identical with the American Meristina Maria. Certainly Meristina 
Maria agrees very closely with our Meristella tumida in external 
form, and Mr. Glass has just worked out a typical specimen of the 
American species sent to me by Prof. Hall which proves beyond 
doubt that the connections of the spirals with the hinge-plate and 
their connection with each other are identical in both species. In 
the American description of the interior of Mei'istina Maria the loop 
is said to be simple, but it is now proved that the end of the loop 
is bifurcated in exact agreement with the figure of the interior of 
Meristella tumida given in the first part of this paper. 

Mr. Glass has worked out a specimen of Meristella didyma, which 
is probably identical with the American Meristina nitida. In this 
specimen Mr. Glass thinks he has developed a simple loop such as 
that described by Prof. Hall for his genus Meristina. I am not 
quite sure of this, however, and think it desirable that we should 
have further evidence, but if Mr. Glass’s supposition should prove 
correct, then the genus Meristina should be retained for this and 
similarly organized species, and Meristella tumidOf with its synonym 
Meristina Maria, should constitute a new genus which I would 
name Whitfieldia. 

II. — Sketch of the Geology of British Columbia. 

By George M. Dawson, D.S., A.R.S.M., F.G.S. 

T wenty years ago the region now included in the Province of 
British Columbia was — with the exception of the coast-line — 
little known geographically, and quite unknown geologically. From 
the days of Cook and Vancouver, and the old territorial disputes 
with the Spaniards, this part of the west coast of North America 



O. M. Dawson — Geology of British Columbia. 157 

attracted little attention till the discovery of gold in 1858, As 
among the first in the field geologically may be mentioned Dr. 
Hector and Messrs. H. Bauerman and G. Gibbs. The observations 
of these gentlemen, though bringing to light many facts of interest, 
were confined to a comparatively small part of the area of the 
province, and it was not till the inclusion of British Columbia in the 
Dominion of Canada in 1871 that the systematic operations of the 
Geological Survey of Canada were extended to this region. Since 
this date a number of reports treating of the geology of British 
Columbia have been published, and on these, together with a per- 
sonal knowledge of the country, obtained during five seasons’ work 
in it in connexion with the Survey, I shall chiefly depend in giving 
a brief account of the main geological features so far developed. 

British Columbia includes the whole breadth of a portion of the 
great Cordillera belt which forms the Pacific margin of the Con- 
tinent. This here consists of four parallel mountain ranges running 
in general north-westerly and south-easterly bearings, which, be- 
ginning on the Pacific Margin, may be named as follows : — Van- 
couver Kange, Coast or Cascade Range, Gold Range, and Rocky 
Mountain Range proper, the last constituting the western border of 
the great plains of the interior of the Continent. 

The first mentioned, in a partially submerged condition, forms 
Vancouver and the Queen Charlotte Islands, and still rears some of 
its peaks to a height surpassing 6000 feet. The valley lying to the 
north-east of this is occupied by the sea, forming the Strait of 
Georgia, Queen Charlotte Sound, and Hecate Straits. The Coast 
Range is a rugged mountainous district with a width of about one 
hundred miles, and axial summits reaching in some places elevations 
surpassing 8000 feet. To the north-east of this stretches a region 
which may be called the Interior Plateau of British Columbia, the 
average width of which is nearly one hundred miles, and its mean 
elevation about 3500 feet. This plateau is, however, irregular, 
hilly, or even in some places mountainous, and is intersected by 
deep trough-like river valleys. It is only when it is occupied by 
Tertiary volcanic rocks that it assumes considerable uniformity of 
surface. 

Bounding the plateau to the north-east is a third wide range, 
known locally as the Cariboo, Columbia and Purcell Mountains. 
It is broken to the north at the 54:th parallel and resumes under the 
56tli as the Omineca Mountains. This mountain axis may be named 
the Gold Range, and it is probable that many summits in it surpass 
8000 feet. Separated from it by a narrow but well-defined valley is 
the Rocky Mountain Range with an average width of fifty to sixty 
miles. This shows peaks of about 10,000 feet in height on the 49th 
parallel, is supposed to surpass 15,000 feet near the 52nd, and 
becomes comparatively low and narrow in the vicinity of the Peace 
River, about the 56th parallel. 

Such are the main orographical features of British Columbia, a 
slight knowledge of which is necessary to render intelligible the 
description of its geological structure. 
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In describing the rocks, those of Tertiary and Cretaceous age of 
the coast will first be noticed, next those of the interior of tlie pro- 
vince referable to these periods, and lastly the older underlying 
metamorphic rocks. 

Tertiary . — The Tertiary rocks do not form any wide or continuous 
belt on this part of the coast, as is the case farther south. They are 
found near Sooke, at the southern extremity of Vancouvers Island, 
in the form of sandstones, conglomerates, and shales, which are some- 
times carbonaceous.^ Tertiary rocks also probably occupy a consider- 
able area about the mouth of the Fraser Kiver ; extending southward 
from Burrard Inlet, across the International boundary formed by the 
49th parallel, to Bellingham Bay and beyond. Thin seams of lignite 
occur at Burrard Inlet. Sections of the IVrtiary rocks at Bellingham 
Bay are given in Ur. Hector's official report. Lignite beds were 
here some years ago extensively worked, but the mine has been 
abandoned owing to the superior quality of the fuels now obtained 
from Nanaimo and Seattle. About the estuary of the Fraser the 
Tertiary beds are much covered by drift and alluvial deposits, and 
are consequently not well known. Lignites, and even true coals, 
have been found in connexion with them, but so far in beds too thin 
to be of value. Fossil plants from Burrard Inlet and Bellingham 
Bay have been described by Newberry and Lesquereux, and these 
are supposed to indicate a Miocene age for the deposits.® 

Much farther north, in the Queen Charlotte Island, the whole 
north-eastern portion of Graham Island has now been shown to be 
underlain by Tertiary rocks, which produce a flat or gently un- 
dulating countr}^ markedly different from that found o-a most parts 
of the coast. The prominent rocks are of volcanic origin, including 
basalts, dolerites, trachytic rocks, and in one locality obsidian. 
Numerous examples of fragmental volcanic rocks are also found. 
Below these, but seen in a few places only, are ordinary sedimentary 
deposits, consisting of sandstones or shales, and hard clays with 
lignites. At a single locality on the north end of Graham Island, 
beds with numerous marine fossils occur. These, in so far as they 
admit of specific determination, represent shells found in the later 
Tertiary deposits of California, and some of which are still living on 
the north-west coast ; and the assemblage is not such as to indicate 
any marked difference of climate from that now obtaining.® 

The Tertiary rocks of the coast are not anywhere much disturbed 
or altered. The relative level of sea and land must have been 
nearly as at present when the3'^ were formed, and it is probable that 
they originally spread much more widely, the preservation of such 
an area as that of Graham Island being due to the protective capping 

1 Report of Progress, Geol. Survey of Canada, 1876-77, p. 190. 

* In the geology of the U. S. exploring expedition, Prof. Dana describes somo 
Tertiary plants from Birch Bay. These were afterwards reported on by Newberry, 
Boston Joum. of Nat. Hist. vol. vii. No. 4. See also American Journal of Sc. and 
Arts, 2nd series, vol. xxvii. p. 359, and vol. xxviii. n 85. Report on the Yellow- 
stone and Niusain expedition, 1869, p. 166. Annals Lyc. of Nat. Hist, of N. Y., 
vol. ix. April, 1868. 

® Report of Progress, Geol. Survey of Canada, 1878-9, p. 84 B. 
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of volcanic rocks. The beds belong evidently to the more recent 
Tertiary, and though the palaeontological evidence is scanty, it 
appears probable from this, and by comparison with other parts of 
the west coast, that they should be called Miocene. 

To the east of the Coast or Cascade Eange, Tertiary rocks are 
very extensively developed. They have not, however, yielded any 
marine fossils, and appear to have been formed in an extensive 
lakey or series of lakes, which may at one time have submerged 
nearly the entire area of the region described as the interior 
plateau. The Tertiary lake or lakes may not improbably have been 
produced by the interruption of the drainage of the region by a 
renewed elevation of the coast mountains proceeding in advance 
of the power of the rivers of the period to lower their beds ; the 
movement culminating in a profound disturbance leading to very 
extensive volcanic action. The lower beds are sandstones, clays, 
and shales, generally pale-greyish or yellowish in colour, except 
where darkened by carbonaceous matter. They frequently hold 
lignite, coal, and in some even true bituminous coal occurs. These 
sedimentary beds rest generally on a very irregular surface, and 
consequently vary much in thickness and character in different 
parts of the extensive region over which tliey occur. The lignites 
appear in some places to rest on true undercla^^s,” representing 
the soil on which the vegetation producing them has grown, while 
in others — as at Quesnel — they seem to be composed of drift-wood, 
and show much clay and sand interlaminated with the coaly matter. 

In the northern portion of the interior the upper volcanic part 
of the Tertiary covers great areas, and is usually in beds nearly 
horizontal, or at least not extensively or sharply folded. Basalts, 
dolerites, and allied rocks of modern aspects occur in sheets, broken 
only here and there by valleys of denudation ; and acidic rocks are 
seldom met with except in the immediate vicinity of the ancient 
volcanic vents. On the Lower Nechacco, and on the Parsnip Kiver, 
the lower sedimentary rocks appear to be somewhat extensively 
developed without the overlying volcanic materials. 

The southern part of the interior plateau is more irregular and 
mountainous. The Tertiary rocks here cover less extensive areas, 
and are much more disturbed, and sometimes over wide districts — 
as on the Nicola — are found dipping at an average angle of about 
thirty degrees. The volcanic materials are occasionally of great 
thickness, and the little disturbed basalts of the north are, for the 
most part, replaced by agglomerates and tufas, with trachytes, 
porphyrites, and other felspathic rocks. It may indeed be questioned 
whether the character of these rocks does not indicate that they 
are of earlier date than those to the north, but, as no direct 
palaeontological evidence of this has been obtained, it is presumed 
that their different composition and appearance is due to unlike 
conditions of deposition and greater subsequent disturbance. 

No volcanic rooks or lava flows of Post-glacial ago have been met 
with, though I believe that still farther to the north-west the rocks 
are of yet more recent origin than any of these here described, and 
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I have even heard a tradition of the Indians of the Rasse River 
which relates that, at some time very remote in their history, an 
eruption covering a wide tract of country with lava was witnessed. 

The organic remains so far obtained from these Tertiary rocks of 
the interior consist of plants, insects, and a few freshwater molluscs 
and fish scales, the last being the only indication of the vertebrate 
fauna of the period. The plants have been collected at a number 
of localities. Tlie^^ have been subjected to a preliminary examina- 
tion by Principal Dawson, and several lists of species published. 
While they are certainly Tertiary, and represent a temperate flora 
like that elsewhere attributed to the Miocene, they do not afford 
a very definite criterion of age, being derived from places wliich 
must have differed much in their physical surroundings at the time 
of the deposition of the beds. Insect remains have been obtained 
in four localities. They have been examined by Mr. S. H. Scudder, 
who has contributed three papers on them to the Geological 
Reports,^ in which he describes forty species, all of which are 
considered new. None of the insects have been found to occur in 
more than a single locality, which causes Mr. Scudder to observe 
that the deposits from which they came may either differ consider- 
ably in age, or, with the fact that duplicates have seldom been found 
even in the same locality, evidence the existence of different sur- 
roundings, and an exceedingly rich insect fauna. 

Though the interior plateau may at one time have been pretty 
uniformly covered witli Tertiary rocks, it is evident that some 
regions have never been overspread by them, while, owing to 
denudation, they have since been almost altogether removed from 
other districts, and the modern river valleys ol’ten cut comidetely 
through them to the older rocks. The outlines of the Tertiary areas 
are therefore now irregular and complicated.^ 

(7'o be continued in our next Number.) 


111. — On a Case in weigh various massive Crystalline Rocks 
INCLUDING Soda-Granite, Quartz-Diorite, Nokite, Horn- 
BLENDITE, PyROXKNITE, AND DIFFERENT ChRYSOLITIO RoCKS, 
WERE MADE THROUGH MeTAMORPHIC AgENCIES IN ONE MeTA- 
MORPHio Process. 

By Prof. James D. Dana, LL.D., A.M., For. Memb. Geol. Soc. Load., 
of Yale College, New Haven, Ct., U.S.A. 

Part III. 

(Concluded from page 119.) 

ri^HE extent of these bands, their number, uniformity of direction 
JL and apparently of dip, and the identity oT the material con- 
stituting them with beds of the schist, especially the more northern, 
are such as to warrant the following section (Fig. 15). 

1 Reports of Progress, Geol. Survey of Canada, 1875-6, p. 266 ; 1876-7, p. 457 ; 
1877-8, p. 175, B. 

* For additional information on the Tertiary rocks of the interior, see the following 
Reports of Progress, 1871-2, p. 66 ; 1876-6, pp. 70 and 225 ; 1876-7, pp. 76 and 

112, B. 
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A B represents a portion of the schist near the granite ; B to C, 
soda granite ; C to D, coarse syenite-like diorite ; 1) to E, soda- 
granite; a to /, the bands, which are lettered as in the above de- 
scri 2 )tions of them. 

Fig. 15. 

A B C D E 



The depth to which the beds are made to descend downward in 
the granite (100 feet) is an assumption in this section; but con- 
sidering that probably 5000 feet, and more likely over 10,000 feet 
of these upturned rocks have been remove<l by erosion, and noting 
also tlie number of the bands and their parallelism to the schist, and 
the effect of pressure to keep them in place, the assumption can be 
no exaggeration. 

Since it is obviously impossible that the inclusions taken in and 
carried up by rocks erupted through deep fissures should be beds of 
schist 100 to 200 feet long, and a series of such beds separated by 
tlie fused rock retaining together their parallel 2 >osilion. we have to 
admit that these indications of bedding are of imohliteraied bedding. 
The rest of the upturned strata were fused or at least softened ; these 
jjortions of beds were not fused, though flexed and variously disjdaced. 

Tliere is reason for the resistance to fusion in the mineral nature 
of the beds ; for ([uartz, staurolite, fibrolite, magnetite, are infusible 
minerals ; muscovite and biotite are but slightly fusible on thin 
edges; and orthoclase fuses with great difficulty, much greater than 
the other felsjmrs, oligoclase, labradorite and albite. 

Thus the stud}^ of the phenomena of contact becomes in this 
region a study of “ inclusions and the larger of the inclusions turn 
put to be beds of schist, conformable to the schist. 

We seem to be thus forced to the conclusion that the soda-granite 
and the included diorite were once parts of the same sedimentary 
strata with the schist, and that all, with the Cruger limestone, were 
once a continuous stratified formation ; and that the plasticity given 
to the granite-making or diorite- making portions, because of the 
heat, occasioned the exceptional geological features of the region. 

The region of Cruger’s Point is continued northward into that of 
Montrose Point ; the latter is characterized, as lias been stated, by 
ohrysolitic rocks for its southern three-fourths, and by norite with 
chrysolitic rock for the other fourth ; and through the facts there as 
well as elsewhere afforded, the evidence from inclusions is made to 
extend also to these other rocks. With the chrysolitic pyroxenite 
and chrysolitic hornblendite, there is also hornblendite which is not 
phrysolitio, but more or less augitic, and containing some triclinio 
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felspar. On the south side of Montrose Point facing Cniger’s Point 
(or the brick-yard between the two), in the clirysolitic rock, there is 
what looks like a vein or dyke two to four inches wide, cx])ose(l lor 
a length of twenty feet. The material shows it to be no vein or 
dyke, but a bed from the schist; it is a dark-coloured quartzose 
garnet rocky heavy with magnetite and containing some staurolite, 
resembling much a portion of the schist in section 1 (above de- 
scribed), near the soda-granite. The covering of eartli prevented a 
determination of its whole extent. In the same kind of rock, about 
fifty yards north of the brick-yard which divides Montrose l\)int 
(into a North Montrose and a South Montrose Point), a veiu-Iike 
baud, two feet to twenty inches wide, descends the blulF, which 
consists of a light-grey massive argillite. Examined in thin 
slices by the microscope, it is found to liave a mealy aspect with 
microlithic points, like an argillite in the first stages of metanior- 
phism. The band is a bed from the schist, although a different 
variety of it from any exposed at Cruger’s. 

Other long vein-like bands are black and of very fine grain ; 
some of them look greyish and minutely arenaceous. The micro- 
scope shows, on an examination of thin slices, that some consist of 
grains of hornblende and felspar, the latter partly orthoclase, and 
look like hornblende schist, while others are very fine-grained 
hornblendic mica-schist. One of the latter had a thickness of two 
feet. These bands are most numerous in the norite of the northern 
part of the point. Figure 4, as stated on page 111, rei)resents an 
“ inclusion ” in the norite ; but the inclusion is evidently a bed bent 
hack on itself] for a vein would not be thus folded double in its 
enclosing rock. The rock of this bed much resembles the norite, 
though finer in grain, and consists (as observed by means of a thin 
slice) of hornblende with much augite and some triclinic felspar. 

On the same part of the point, the norite and chrysolitic rocks 
apparently cut through one another, but with the norite oftener like 
ail inclusion in the chrysolitic rocks. Again, they follow one 
another, or lie side by side, but without a distinct divisional plane ; 
and in one place the rock consists of bands of norite and chrysolitic 
hornblendite without a trace of any planes of separation. Figure 16 
represents an example of this kind, 
in which the bands are two to three 
inches wide, norite bands (the 
fine-dotted in the figure) alternat- 
ing with bands of the chrysolitic 
rock. Difference of material in 
successive portions might, under 
some metamorphic conditions, give 
rise to such a structure, although 
the bands are so thin; successive 
outflowing of different eruptive 
rocks could not produce it. 

Going north from the vicinity of Cruger’s Station along section 1, 
instead of section 3, the rocks change from the coarse diorite at 


Fig. 16 . 
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tlie end of the section to fine-grained ; and then, in three-fourths 
of a mile, the rock is well-characterized norite. Moreover, the 
norite contains a band of magnetite, exposed in a working (near 
Mrs. Murden’s) with which occur garnet and fibrolite. The band is 
bedded, the magnetite is chloritic, and the assemblage of minerals 
is the same that occurs in the soda-granite, as well as the schist 
west of Cruger’s. Fibrolite is found also with the magnetite of 
Eastern Cortland. 

The norite and chrysolitic rocks are thus apparently in the same 
category with the soda-granite and quartz-diorite. 

Stony Point . — This conclusion is further sustained by the facts to 
he observed at Stony Point, and these fiicts come into this place, 
although the locality is on the west side of the Hudson ; for the 
Cruger schists make the south border of the region precisely as 
near Cruger’s, and have the same strike and dip, showing a 
like relation to the Cruger limestone belt and proving its former 
extension across the river. For further comparison between the 
geological facts of the east and west sides of the river, it is to be 
observed that the succession of rocks west of Cr tiger’s, on the line 
going northward, from the river on the south side of the point to 
the north side of Montrose Point, is (1) limestone; (2) schist; (11) 
soda-granite (with some included diorite) ; (4) chr 3 ^solite rocks; (5) 
(on Northern Montrose Point) norite and chr^^solitic rocks in 
complicated combination. 

The same is the order on Stony Point, except that the limestone 
is not in sight (no doubt because submerged) ; it is : (2) schists ; 
(3) soda-granite; (4) (dirj^solite rocks, followed by (5) norite and 
chr^^solite rocks combined. (4'he diorite of the Cruger soda-granite 
is not represented there.) On the map, x is the area of the schists ; 
y, the soda-granite; z, the chrysolitic rocks, and 5 ;' the latter with 
norite. Put besides being the same in order, there is evidence that 
the soda-granite succeeds the schist along a plane of bedding of 
the schists, as if conformable. This is apparent at the junction of 
the two on the east-north-east shore of the point. Included beds of 
schist occur, but the covering of earth prevents a determination of 
their direction. Further, the chrysolitic rocks succeed to the soda- 
granite along a plane parallel to the same plane of bedding, as is 
seen just west of the boat-pier near the middle of the northern 
shore. Besides these facts, there are included beds of fine-grained 
hornblende rock (schist ?) and other kinds in the norite and chrysolitic 
rocks, which are in general conformable to the same plane, or about 
N. 70° E. in strike, with a dip of 75° to 80° to the northward. 

Such facts sustain the inference as to the former connexion of 
the rocks of the east and west sides of the river, and strongly favour 
the view that the succession in the rocks noted was dependent 
originally on stratification. 

If the thickness of the schists at Cmger’s Point may be taken as 
that at Stony Point, the submerged Cruger limestone is to he found 
beneath the bottom mud of the river Avithin a few hundred feet of 
the south-east shore. 
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(2) Vicinity of the Peehshill Limestone areas. — The Peekskill 
limestone areas have similar stratigraphical relations to the norite 
and the other Cortland rocks. One of the two areas extends up 
Sprout Brook or Canopus Hollow, and the other up the valley in the 
village of Peekskill along which Center-street descends toward the 
river. The southern extremities of these areas are shown on the 
map, page 60 ; the former has the strike N. 5:^° E. and dip 75° S. ; 
the latter N. 78° E. dip 75° S. Figure 17 represents a section 

Fig. 17 . 
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about 1300 yards in length from north to south, along the line 
marked a b c on the map, starting from the limestone at the mouth 
of Sprout Brook, near the Ironworks. The limestone (a) lies 
against true, whitish, well-bedded, conformable quartzite (a to />) ; 
this quartzite changes gradually to jointed massive granitoid and 
gneissoid quartzite, with only an occasional bedded band or plane ; 
each such band or plane is conformable in direction to the limestone 
and the adjoining bedded quartzite. This quartzite (the rock 
referred to on p. 24, vol. xx. Am. Jour. Sci.) continues southward to the 
Center-street valley, hut on the north side of the valley, just back of 
Hill’s Foundry, it is followed by an arenaceous mica-schist (c d), 
with the strike varied to N. 78° E. the dip remaining the same ; 
then, on the south side of the valley, 50 yards above Baxter’s Iron 
Works (on Water-street), the limestone of the second belt outcrops, 
having the same dip and strike as the mica-schist ; and behind these 
ironworks, thin-fissile dark -grey mica-schist (containing both white 
and black mica) appears conformable in position to the limestone ; 
then, after an earth-covered interval of about 200 yards, there is an 
outcrop of massive norite along South-street, north of Iludson- 
street, which is without bedding, but has an extremely micaceous 
layer — a kind of coarse mica-schist — intersecting it near its middle, 
■which is conformable in its strike and dip with the mica-schist and 
limestone of Center-street tmlley ; and it shows conformable planes 
of bedding also near its south extremity. Moreover, this norite has 
a lighter-grey colour and contains more quartz and orthoclase than in 
other outcrops more remote from the mica-schist and limestone, and 
thus exhibits an intermediate character corresponding with its inter- 
mediate position. This stratification in portions of the norite is 
also distinct a mile to the eastward of this locality on the same side 
of the limestone, at the point mentioned on page 59. 

The granitoid and gneissoid quartzite of Peekskill looks much like 
true granite and gneiss ; but its transition to bedded quartzite shows 
what it in fact is ; and this is confirmed by the examination of thin 
slices, the quartz in it proving to consist of an aggregation of grains 
just like a sandstone. (The transition of this granitoid quartzite to 



Massive Crystalline Hocks, 167 

scliist or slate has been mentioned on page 24, vol. xx. Am. Jour. Sci.) 
These facts are all in favour of the conclusion that the norite 'was 
once a stratum conformable to the Peekskill limestone areas. 

(^) Vicinity of the VerpI ancle Limestone belt. — The Verplanck 
limestone belt follows the border of the river from a point just 
north of the foot of Broadway, and has the usual strike for the 
county, north-eastward. Like the Cruger limestone area, it has, on 
the landward side, with a small exception, a border of ordinary mica- 
schist or micaceous gneiss, a fine-grained arenaceous rock, the fel- 
spar of which is mostly orthoclase. This schist extends to the point 
marked d on the map : at c the rock is massive norite, but no junc- 
tion of these two rocks is here in sight. 

The exception referred to is at the south-west extremity of the 
belt on the river. Here there lies against the eastern side of the 
limestone a great mass of greyish or brownish-black rock of the 
Cortland series. It is mostly pyroxenite, moderately coarse in grain, 
but varies to a kind in which the augite individuals are half an inch 
broad, and, on the other hand, to a fine-grained variety ; and it con- 
tains, besides augite, a little hornblende, (piartz, calcite, and apatite. 
But portions of the mass consist of coarsish hornblendite ; and a 
small part of micaceous augite-norite ; and there are also broad and 
narrow bands of very fine-grained black hornblendic mica-schist, not 
showing well a schistose structure, part of which are conformable in 
strike and dip with the beds of the limestone, while others are in 
other positions. All the material is very pyrrhotitic. Besides, it 
contains the remarkable limestone breccia, of which a portion three 
feet sc^uare is represented on p. 111. 

Tliis singularly-constituted mass shows no appearance that looks 
like a subdivision into dykes or veins, except in the bands of horn- 
blendic mica-schist ; one of these bauds has a border of the mica- 
ceous augite-norite just mentioned. In the limestone just north of 
this mass, facing the river, occur the supposed dykes or veins 
mentioned on page 111. Some of them consist of pyroxenite; 
others of coarsish hornblendite ; very fine-grained hornblendic rock 
looking like hornblende schist {Ac) ; very fine-grained hornblendic 
mica-schist ; augite-norite. 

As already admitted, there is here abundant evidence of a former 
plastic state in at least })art of this augitic and hornblendic material. 
Still, there are strong reasons for questioning the idea of its deep- 
seated origin. 1. The variety in the constitution of the mass border- 
ing the limestone and in the supposed dykes or veins is very unlike 
wliat is ordinarily found in regions of igneous eruption. 2. The 
supposed veins or dykes are for the most part conformable with the 
bedding of the limestone, and partake in its flexures, just as if they 
had been originally beds alternating with the limestone depositions. 
3. The impregnation of the limestone along the junctions with 
pyroxenic or hornblendic material, sometimes minute crystals, looks 
as if it may have been in part at least a result of mixture attending 
original deposition. 

Further (4), there is the decisive fact that these intercalated masses 
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are represented to the northward by bands ten feet and less to over 
thirty feet in thickness, of a black fine-grained mica-schist, very 
pyritiferous. Going from the Point, the first outcrops of interstrati- 
fied schist and limestone occur after an earthy interval of 300 yards, 
and here the mica-schist is hornhlendic, a feature it loses to the north- 
ward. These beds of mica-schist have just the positions of most of 
the supposed “veins,” and appear to be their more northern portions ; 
and further, among the more northern “ veins ” of the Verplaiick 
shore, some are simply mica-schist. Such facts explain also many of 
the vein-like bands of Montrose and Stony Points. The difierence 
in mineral constitution between such interstratified beds to the north- 
ward and on the shore is what should be expected ; for the limestone 
is bordered to the eastward in the one case by true mica-schist, and, 
in the other, by augitic or hornhlendic beds ; and the associations at 
Montrose and Stony Points are similar. This view is also sustained 
by the occurrence in the limestone near the schist, 1000 yards from 
the Point, of coarse spots of pyroxene with mica and chlorite, rudely 
in layers, w'hich must be due to the original deposition of impurity 
and metamorphic action. The augitic rock (pyroxenite) on the east 
of the limestone at the Point outcrops (owing to excavations in the 
drift) for 200 yards from the shore ; but its place beyond tliis con- 
tinues covered for three-fourths of a mile, and hei‘e the rock is 
arenaceous mica-schist ; the spots of pyroxene are its only 
representative. 

The essential continuity of these intercalated beds of mica-schist 
with the intercalated beds of augitic and hornblendic material along 
the coast proves identit}'^ of origin, and origin by sedimentation. It 
indicates also a small change of constitution in the beds as they 
extend in that direction. The plasticity occasioned in part of the 
latter, during the progress of the metamorphism, accounts for all that 
looks like eruptive phenomena, even to the broken felspar grains 
found in a slice of the pyroxenite of one of the so-called veins. 
There is nowhere evidence of injection into or through cold rocks. 

(4) Vicinity of the smaller limestone areas of the Verplanch Peninsula. 
— Six small limestone areas occur in the Verplanck peninsula. They 
are lettered on the map 1 to 5 and j. Number 3 has the strike of 
the large Verplanck belt, and has about it the same arenaceous mica- 
schist. The others are in the midst of, or adjoin, the norite, diorite, 
and chrysolitic rocks, and hence might be put down among the 
“ inclusions ” of the region. In addition, they have a north-west 
strike (N. 17° — 40° W.). But this is the strike, in part of Cruger’s 
limestone area, and in a portion of the Verplanck belt, so that the 
twist is not confined to them. And, among so extensive masses of 
rock that became plastic or fused in the era of upturning, this 
abnormal position of included strata is not strange. Numbers 2 and 
5 are probably parts of the belt ; and numbers 1 and 4 may be in 
the same line, though disconnected by intervening rocks. The 
following are some of the stratigraphical facts observed among them. 

No. 4, at Centerville, has at middle on its east side the compact 
porphyritio mica rock, Cb, which is schistose directly adjoining the 
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limestone in the field west of the road, and has the strike of the lime- 
stone N. 47^ W. But to the westward in the field (in whioh the 
limestone can be traced for 250 yards with a change of strike to 
N. 62^ W.) the mica rock changes to hornblendite and quartz-diorite ; 
and to the south-eastward along the road, augite-norite appears 
within a few feet of the limestone, both the felsjiathic fine-grained 
(almost cryptocrystalline) variety {Be), and the coarser dark variety. 
Wliether this latter change in tlie bordering rock is due to a fault or 
not, could not be ascertained ; it was not due to an intrusive dyke. 

No. 5 outcrops on the railroad at 5 (see map) and on two roads at 
5' and 5", with the strike N. 32" W. Between Montrose Station and 
this limestone at 5", the rock is norite, excepting some greyish 
aiigitic rock (Be) at the corner (IMunger’s), where the road turns 
west, and an outcrop of chrijsoUtic norite (hypersthene rock) 135 
yards west of Munger’s. Eighty yards beyond the chrysolitic rock 
comes the outcrop of limestone. One hundred and fifty yards west 
of the small exposure of limestone on the north side of the road, a 
ledge commences which extends along for nearly 350 feet, with no 
dyke-like subdivisions. It consists maihhj of norite, hut with some 
liornhlendite and norite-gneiss, and has distinct jdanes of bedding in 
several places, all of toltlch are conformable to one another. The strike 
of its beds is N. 27^ VV., or nearly that of the limestone, and the dip 
GO^ to 70^ E. Part of the norite is garnetiferous. Figures IS, lU 
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represent the stratification observed in the ledge — Fig. 18 the 
eastern portion, and 19 the western ; forty feet of earth 3 ^ interval 
separates the two. At the east end, at a, the rock (as a slice shows) 
is hornblendite (with about equal proportions of orthoclase and 
triclinic felspar), and it is schistose. It passes at the place to 
coarsish quartz-diorite. At h, it is well-defined micaceous gneiss or 
norite-gneiss, affording perfect observations of the strike and dip. 
West of this the rock is mainly norite and augite-norite. At c, for 
eight feet, black bands (or beds less felspathic than the rest) 
alternate with the ordinary grey-black rook, and exemplify the con- 
formability stated, though without divisional planes ; at d, are 
divisional planes in the grey-black augite-norite, having the strike 
N. 27° W. and dip 70° E. At e, is a much decomposed micaceous 
gneissic layer (norite-gneiss apparently) conformable in* strike, but 
varying in dip from 40° E. to G0° E. ; at /, a distinct bed of light- 
coloured very felspathic augite-norite, deeply decomposed, having 
the oonformability ; at g, or the west end, the rock is again mica- 
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ceoTis and gneissic, with some garnets, the bedding distinct, and 
N. 27^ W. in strike as at the east end. 

This ledge, although made up mainly of massive norite and augite- 
norite, bears thus positive evidence of its having once had bedding 
thi'onghout, and affords thereby a demonstration that its norite is of 
metamorphic origin, and that the associated beds comprised also the 
limestone of the region. 

(5) A bed of quartzite in norite . — About half a mile east of the 
limestone number 5, about the Montrose Station, the rock is the 
ordinary dark-coloured norite. 120 yards up the road going north- 
eastward from the station, a bed of idMUsIi granitoid quartzite outcrops 
on the roadside for seventy yards, first on the west and then on the 
east side. This bed of quartzite overlies norite. The norite near the 
quartzite is micaceous, quartzosc and schistose, and that underneath 
is of the ordinary massive kind. There is evidence also that the bed 
of quartzite has norite above as well as below it. The quartzite 
looks somewhat like a pale quartzose porphyritic granite ; but, as 
observed in thin slices, the quartz consists of aggregated grains like 
sandstone : showing a resemblance to the Peekskill quartzite. The 
felspar is mainly orthoclase. 

C. Conclusions as to the Cortland Kocks. 

Many more observed facts might be hei'e rei)orted. But the above 
appear to be sufficient to settle the question as to the relations of the 
rocks of the Corf land series. They appear to sustain fully the 
following conclusions : — 

(1) These rocks, although they include soda-granite, norite, 
angite-norite, diorite, hornblendite, lyroxenite, and cbry soli tic 
kinds, are not independent igneous rocks erupted from great depths. 

(2) However complete their former state of fusion or plasticity 
may have in some cases been, they are metamorphic in origin. 

(8) I'he strata that underwent the metamorphism were one in 
series and conformability with the adjoining schists and limestone, 
and were part of the AVestchester limestone series. (They are younger 
rocks if of different age, since they contain and intersect portions of 
the Verplanck limestone.) 

(4) These Cortland rocks differ from the other Westchester County 
rocks because the metamorphic process had to do with sedimentary 
beds that differed in constitution or were in some respects under 
different conditions from those that existed elsewhere. 

On the view reached, it follows that the limestones, schists, and 
other rocks of the Cortland region originally constituted together one 
series of horizontal strata. They underwent an upturning through 
subterranean movements, and in the course of it, they became 
metamorphosed ; part into mica-schist and gneiss, part by loss of 
bedding, into the massive rocks. The numlw of these rocks does 
not imjDly widely different ingredients in the original strata. For 
hornblendite and pyroxenite have the same chemical constitution; 
the chrysolitic rocks contain no ingredient not in them also, and are 
peculiar mainly in their less proportion of silica. Moreover, the 
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diorite, norite, and aiigite-norite are alike in containing the same 
bases in nearly the same proportions. The soda-granite differs in 
chemical constituents only through its mica, which indicates the 
presence of potasli ; but the other rocks also are often micaceous 
and contain in addition more or less orthoclase. Silica, alumina, 
iron protoxide, magnesia, lime, soda, potash, are all the essential 
ingredients obtained in analyses of these various rocks (excluding 
the magnetite, apatite, pyrrhotite, and pyrite) ; and it is not 
mysterious, therefore, that such rocks should be among the results 
of metamorphism. 

The geologist will nowhere on the continent find a more instructive 
spot for a day’s walk than in the western portion of the Cortland 
region. Starting from Cruger’s Station (37 miles from New York 
City), a walk of half a mile brings him to the western brick-yard shed ; 
going north from here b^^ a wood road carries him along section 3, 
and in less than a mile in a northerly direction (passing brick-yards 
at the end of it) he will reach ]\lontrose Point and the chrysolitic 
rocks; following these around by the shore for about a mile he will 
then pass a brick-yard on the Point, and be^’ond it find the norites 
and chrysolite rocks together ; a mile and a half more (])assing on 
the route the large Yer})lanck ice-house) will take him to Broadway, 
in the village of Ver})lanck, near the foot of which street, on the 
shore, occur the limestone and its associated augitic and bornblendic 
rocks. Tlius, in a distance of seven miles, he will see a wonderful 
diversity of rocks and facts, l^ossibly he may be convinced, at the 
end of the walk, that igneous eruption explains everything. But let 
him go over this ground a second time more carefully, then trace the 
rocks of Vcrplanck Point north-eastward, and afterward extend his 
walks in other directions over the Cortland region, and he may see 
enough to satisfy himself finally that, although there has been fusion 
and some eruption, it was not eruption from the earth’s deeper 
recesses, like that which brought up trap (dolerite) through a series 
of great fissures for a thousand miles along the Eastern Atlantic 
border, from the Carolinas to Nova Scotia, all of it rock of one kind 
essentially, but eruption from less depths, not greater than the lower 
limits of a series of formations that were subjected together to fold- 
ings, fractures, and metamorphic change, and mostly far short of this. 

IV. — Wood WARDIAN Laboratory 
Part III. — The Bagshot B|:ds op the Bagshot District. 
by AY. II. IIeiuues, B.A. Cantab. 

T he district to which the following notes refer is that which lies 
between Bagshot, Woking, Aldershot, Farnborougli and Ascot. 
It consists mainly of heath-land, and .seems but little known to 
geologists ; in fact, the only authority for the beds included in this 
area is Professor Prestwich, who, in his paper on tlie Bagshot Beds 
[Q.J.G.S. vol. iii. (1847), p. 278], has supplied all the information 
about the district that is at present known. He divided the beds 
1 Continued from Decade II. Vol. YH. 1880, p. 458. 
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into an Upper Sand^?” series, a Middle Clayey series, and a Lower 
Sandy series. The ]\Iiddle series he grouped with the Bracklesharn 
of the Hampshire basin. The Upper he ]>laced between the Brackle- 
sham and Barton ; our present object is to show that it is more 
nearly related to the latter. 

Upper BagtiJiot. — I’his is best exposed in the Foxhills and in 
Frimley ridges. The series consists entirely of white and yellow 
sands, witli no pebble-beds, b^’^ which it is distinguished from the 
Lower Bagshot sands. Professor Brest wich has recorded a few 
casts of shells and other obscure remains, chiefly from the cutting 
through the ridge on the South Western main-line near Frimley 
Green. I have been so fortunate as to discover a better locality, 
and have been able to add considerably to his list. This place is 
the cutting on each side of the tunnel through the ridge in the 
new Line from Brookwood through North Camp and Aldershot to 
Farnham. This cutting, which is not marked on the Ordnance 
Maps, lies between the words Pirbrigbt Common ” and ‘‘ Mitchet 
Lake.” The section shows nothing remarkable, and is entirely in 
the Upper Bagshot. It consists of loose yellow sands, with one 
or two whiter and rather harder bands, capped by drift gravel. 
The fossils occur cither loose in the sand, or imbedded in small 
irony concretions, which lie scattered all through the bed. From 
this cutting, and from the refuse heaps on the side, I have been able 
to secure a fair collection of fossils, though nearl}^ all unfortunately 
are in the state of irony casts. This renders specific identification 
difficult, but Mr. Tawney and Mr. H. Keeping, of the Woodwardian 
Museum, Cambridge, have kindly identified for me the following. 
The abundance or 2)aucity of their occurrence is indicated by letters, 
while it is indicated within brackets whether the form occurs at 
Barton or Bracklesharn, or both. 


v.c. Bentalium^ sp. (like a large an- 
deseribed Brook speeitis). 
c. Solarium bistriatum F (L. Eocene). 

canaliculuium ? 

c. Thorns, two species. 

Litiorina, sp. 

iNatica luhvllata ? (both). 

v.c. K ambulan'um (hath). 

( pattila (both). 

— sp. like N, conoUhs (Bk. 

only) . 

v.c. Turritella imhricaiaria (both). 

sp. or Kiso P 

c, Rostellaria rimosa (both). 

Fusus, sp., perhaps young of F* 
lotigoivus (both). 

Voluta, sp. 

Cancellnria, sp. 
c. Terebellum, sp. 

r. Volvaria acutiuscula (Barton only). 
Bulla attenuata (both). 

sp. 

v.c. Ostrea Jlabellula (both). 


Ostrea, sp. 

Ticteu triginta-radiatus ? ? (Bk. 
only). 

c. carinatus ? (Barton). 

c. Cardita sulcata ? (Barton). 

Nucula similis. 

iCorbula f (Bai-ton only). 

( plsum (both). 

striata (both). 

c. Tellina scalaroidvs (Brook only ?). 
sp. 

c. Cransatella sulcata ? (Barton only), 
c. Cytherea, more than one species. 
Cardium turgidum ? , 

sp. 

Protocnrdtum, sp. 

Lucina mitis (both). 

Bigaultiava (Barton only). 

r. Clavagella coronata (Barton only). 
Many casts of bivalves indetermin- 
able. 

r. Serpulorbis Marshii (both). 

Wood. 


A consideration of the above list tends to show a position rather 
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above the Bracklesham. and seems to assign to the Upper Bagshot 
of the London basin a position almost equivalent to the Barton of the 
Hampshire basin. It would also indicate that that part at least of the 
Hampshire basin Upper Bagshot which, at its summit immediately 
under the freshwater Lower Headon at Hordwell, contains Oliva 
JJranderi and G. ( Vicarya) concavum, is a distinct and probably higher 
horizon. There are many exposures of the Upper Bagshot in the 
ridges, but at only three others have I found fossils, and these fossils 
are not to be compared in state of preservation with those in the 
'IHinnel Hill cuttings. These places are the old cutting on the main 
line where Prof. Prestwicli found his specimens {loc. cit. p. 393) ; 
a new cutting at Crawley Hill in the new railway from Frimley to 
Ascot, and a road cutting on the side of the hill near Heatherside 
nursery gardens. It is remarkable that the fossils should be so com- 
paratively well preserved only in one place, while in the others thej^ 
are usually friable pseiidomorphs of iron sand, often hollow, and only 
having the general shape of the fossils they represent, no markings 
being j)restTved. 

Middle Bagshot . — On good fossil evidence this was referred by 
Prof. Prcstwich to the Bracklesham, and sections were given b}^ him 
in the paper referred to above of the chief fossil localities, viz. Golds- 
worthy Hill and Chobham Place. Strange to say, at the former of 
these places I have not been successful in finding any fossils, though 
I have carefully searched as much of the cutting as is still exposed, 
it being now much overgrown. A fine section is, however, now open 
in the new lino between Frimley and Ascot, about a mile from Ascot 


station. 

The beds shown are in descending order. % 

UpjKir liagsliot ‘r' 1. Yellow sands ft'ot inches. 

f Iron band 0 1 

j Yellow sands 2 6 

I ]*ebl)le-bed often in a 'rnnaiish matrix 0 10 

Middle Bagshot -{ Yellow, white, red, laminated sandy (‘lays .... 10 0 about 

I Pebble -b(!d 0 2 

I Yellow and liver-(M)lonred laminated sands .... 3 0 

t Green sand, fossil ilerous yellow sand 12 0 about 

Lower Bagshot Yellow sand. 


In the Greensand bed fossils occur in a particular band. The 
following have been found here : — 


Fhorus, sp. 
v.c. Natica^ sp. 
c. Fusus lonffcevus. 
Jurritella, sp. 
Voluta, sp. 

v.c. Ostrea Jlabellula. 
sp. 


c. Fectni cornfun. 
v.c. Corbida gallica. 

V.c. Cardita planicosta. 

acHficosta. 

c. Cytherea obliqua ? 

Card i wn svm i gra n ula turn . 
porulosum. 


The fossils are invariably casts and often curiously distorted. In 
this section the pebble-becls are very thin, but towards the east they 
swell out. In a shallow road cutting near the Queen’s Clump, about 
half a mile west of Long Cross, the fossiliferous greensand again 
appears, and is there capped by about six feet of pebbles. Near 
Ottersbaw the pebble-beds must be ten feet or more, and are always 
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in the greensand. The pebbles are mostly flint, but I liave found 
a quartz pebble. The fossils, it should be noted, are always in the 
greensand ; fossil localities are, the railway cutting described above, 
the road cutting near Long Cross, a ditch cutting in the road near 
Fellow End, cuttings S. and W. of Chobliam Place, and at Knowle 
Hill ; all these places lying north of the Upper Bagshot ridge. 
Prof. Prestwich mentions besides Goldsworthy Hill near Woking, 
and tlie cutting at- Shapely Heath near Winchfleld, but at neither of 
these places have I been successful in finding 1‘ossils. 

Zoicer Bagshot , — One of the best exposures of these beds in this 
district is at St. Anne’s Hill near Cliertsey. The upper part of this 
hill is one large pebble-bed, the lower consists of light-coloured 
sands with thinner pebble-beds. A large sand pit has been opened 
on the north side. In the refuse liea})S of this pit I noticed some 
large blocks of white sandstone exactly like the Sf’rsen stones found 
in the drift gravel. I did not see any in situ in the ])it, but the 
workmen told me that they occurred irregularly in the sand, and 
the}" seemed to be merely consolidated portions of the sand itself. 
Some of the pebble-beds are likewise solidified and form hard 
conglomerates. This is the only instance of stone resembling Sarsen 
stone that I have seen in the Bagshot beds. Professor Prestwich 
states that Sarsen stones occur in the Uiq^er Bagshot just below the 
drift gravel : with this however I cannot altogether agree ; for though 
1 have examined many Uj^per Bagshot pits, I have never seen a 
Sarsen stone in the U])per Bagshot beds tliemselves ; it is true I 
have seen hundreds in the overlying drift gravel. 

The pebble-beds of the Lower Bagshot are chiefly flint, though 
sometimes pieces of ironstone are found, probably from the Lower 
Greensand. 

I have found no fossils in the Lower Bagshot except vegetable 
remains, which are generally obscure. A bed in a pit near Golds- 
worthy Hill, consisting of light-coloured sandy foliated clays, lying 
just above the Lower Bagshot Sands, is full of stalk-like impressions. 
In the Sarsen stones carbonaceous pipes are often common. 

V. — On a Shell-bed at the Bask op the Drift at Speeton 
NEAR Filey, on the Yorkshire Coast. 

13y G. W. JiAMPLUGH. 

Introduction , — A few miles north-west of Flambro Head the 
Chalk, after grandly edging the sea with sheer cliffs of over 400 
feet, recedes inland ; its steep high scarp making at first an angle of 
about 20° with the coast. 

Between these Chalk Wolds and the Oolitic range opposite is the 
broad flat Vale of Pickering, which is based on soft clays and 
shales belonging to the Neocomian and Kimmeridge series, deeply 
covered with glacial and modern alluvial deposits. Where inter- 
sected by the sea, the Vale has a width of about four miles, 
but expands inland into a broad plain ; to contract again beyond 
Malton into a mere cutting, by which the Derwent has forced its 
way through the Oolitic hills into the plain of York. At its eastern 
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end the glacial deposits are of great thickness, but slope away 
inland, and are soon overlaid by the low-lying modern peats and 
silts ; and it is this drift barrier alone which prevents the Derwent 
from now flowing directly into the North Sea; as it would seem to 
to have done in Pre-Glacial times. 

The little village of Speeton is perched on the edge of the chalk- 
scarp just after it has left the coast; and below it are the sections 
wdiich have already made the name familiar to geologists. On its 
right, at the base of the high clitfs, is the well-known outcrop of 
Red Chalk, nowhere so well seen ; whilst the low cliffs immediately 
below the village consist chiefly of that mass of clays and shales 
whose slipped and intricate sections have been so ably deciphered 
by Professor Judd,’ who has found in them representatives of the 
Neocomian, Portlandian, and Kiinmeridge ages. 

Nor is the interest of these cliffs even now qtiite exhausted, for, 
though as yet little noticed, at fiist overlying but soon overlapping 
a*. 1 hid by the Sec(jndary clays, are some of the finest and most 
complete drift sections of a coast famous for its drift sections : and, 
at tlie base of the drift, is a bed of sand with shells ; to which I 
would now draw attention. 

Description of the led. — The first, and, so far as I am aware, the 
only i)revious notice of this bed, is contained in the 3rd edition of 
Prof. Phillips’s “ Geology of Yorkshire, Part I.,” where he gives the 
following brief account of it (p. 100), which will serve to describe 
its position : — Whilst searching these (i.e. the Neocomian) cliffs in 
the autumn of 1855, 1 discovered a considerable bed of shelly sand 
under or in the lower part of the drift at a considerable height above 
the shore, and took measures and bearings to recover the spot. The 
shells then found were all Dimijaria (^Cardia, Tt‘Jli)uCy Aniphidesma 
Listeri. MacircB and Psammobia) , shells of a sandy shore ; they 
were often found with valves united. Only living species were 
found, unless a very large Cardinni, much resembling (\ Parhinsoni 
of the Crag, were really of that species. This shell-bed, re-examined 
in 1872 by Mr. J. E. Lee and myself, yielded the same shells, with 
a portion of Cyprina islandica ® and a Littorina with colour bauds 
preserved. 

“The situation is nearly over the contorted pebble-beds, at a 
height of 105 feet from the shore, the drift rising here to 160 feet. 
The shelly sands are seen to be covered by a clay-drift with chalk 

^ Quart. Joum. Gool. Soc. vol. xxiv. p. 218. 

* 1 think it doubtful whether this was really obtained from the shelly sands, but 
had not rather been washed on to their surface from the overlying Boulder-clay ; for 
it is hardly likely that a fragment of so strong a shell as C. islandica should be 
found, when such comparatively delicate shells as Scrobicularia piperata have been 
deposited unbroken ; for though these shells are now almost always found so crushed 
as to make it difficult to recognize them, this has been done after they were buried, 
for the fragments always remain together and are in no wise rolled. Most careful 
search, also, has failed to reveal to me another particle, whereas worn frag- 
ments of tliis shell are rather abundant in the clay above, which is constantly washing 
down and masking the sand bed. As Prof. Phillips considered the bed of l)rift-age, 
he would not consider this of much import. 
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fragments in unusual abundance ' immediately over the sands. These 
are 10 feet thick;* they are traced downwards to within 8 feet of 
the Kimmeridge Clay; but this junction has not been actually seen, 
and it is supposed that a small band of drift-clay may underlie the 
shells. It is obviousl}^ a portion of the old sea-bed, and may be 
compared to the so-called Crag at Bridlington and the shell-bed 
found by Sir C. Lyell at the base of Dindington Clitf. 

{Here follows a rough slcetch of the bed.) 

** About forty years since, Mr. Bean showed me some of these 
shells, and I was struck by the resemblance to Crag, both of the 
shells and the yellow sandy matrix ; but my friend, suiiposing them 
to have been collected by birds, ^ did not inform me of the locality, 
and appears not to have made further research. Ihis is, I believe, 
the onl}" notice which has been published, though soon after my 
examination in 1855 a communication on the subject was made to the 
Asbmolean Societ^^ at Oxford. Though, as I believe, only one l)ed 
of these shells occurs, the slipping of the cliffs has made a kind of 
double escarpment, so that wljen first seen in 1855, there was a 
large exposure ; and but for other occu])ations, measures would have 
been taken to excavate largely, and obtain a more comj^lete descrip- 
tion of the deposit/’ 

To those acquainted with these cliffs or wilh Prof. Judd’s paj^er 
on the “ Speeton Clay,” it may assist the above account of the 
position of the bed, as the contorted ])eb))le beds (Poi'tJaudian) are 
never now seen, to add that this exjiosure is on the ridges which 
divides “Middle Cliff'” from “'New Closes Cliff’.” on which, when 
seen in jirofile, the slqj mentioned by Jhof. PliiJlips makes a well- 
marked terrace.* 

When I first examined it two j^ears ago, I soon saw that there 
w\as a much better exposure than in Prof. Phillips’ time, the slip 
which causes it having giadually sunk to a lower level, thus baring 
a greater thickness of the sand, which is also seen to change its 
character in its lower part, and to contain three or four species of 
shells which are absent from the upper part of the bed. In fact, so 
low had the terrace sunk, that I was able with the help of a spade 
to demonstrate the non-existence of the supposed underlying band 
of Boulder-clay. At the time of writing the slip show's signs of a 
general break-up ; so that, unless a fresh mass come down from 
above, we may hope shortly to have a perfectly clear section down 
to the Neocomian. 

’ This was probably really tbe chalky gravel presently to be described as capping 
the bed, with a masking of Jloulder-clay. 

* I found them to be 14 feet. 

* A source of much trouble in collecting from the drifts on the coast ; for the sea- 
birds carry molluscs into the cliffs to break and eat, and the fragments get washed 
into the clays and gravels. 

* Any one looking for this bed might find it difficult to hit upon, owing to the 
before -mentioned masking by Boulder-clay washed from above, so that it exactly 
resembles Boulder- clay itself. Until its position was pointed out to me by F. A, 
Bedwell, Esq., of this town, who had re-discovered it, 1 was unable to find it from 
this reason. 
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Instead of Boulder-clay, I found a slight thickness of gravel of a 
purely local character to underlie the shelly sands, consisting entirely, 
as far as I could see, of much stained Red and White Chalk pebbles, 
Neocornian nodules, plates of Upper Kimmeridge shale, with many 
fragments of fossils, chiefly Belemnites, not much rolled, from the 
Red Chalk and Neocornian, and an occasional Oolitic pebble. I have 
also found in the bed itself a pebble of jet from the Upper Lias. 
This gravel rested directly on the lower pfirt of the Lower Neoco- 
mian, the Astierianus band of Prof. Judd, containing Belemnites 
lateralis and Exogyra sinuata in abundance ; and not on Kimmeridge 
Clay. 

The section from the cliff-top to the Neocomians then stood as 
follows ; — 

Cliff Top. If the top red clay be traced north- 

ward, it is found to separate into two well- 
marked divisions, the upper of which is 
red and the lower brown, with gravels 
and sands, sometimes of great thickness, 
between them. Here, however, they are 
mingled, and no line can be seen. The 
Boulder-clays, except the top red clay, 
contain shell fragments sparingly scat- 
tered througli their mass, which differ 
widely, however, from those contained in 
the bed below ; Dentalium, two or three 
species of Astarte, Cyprina, Myay Saxi- 
cava, etc., occurring amongst others, and 
of course the ubicpiitous TelUna Balthica, 
which never fails a. Yorkshire Post-Ter- 
tiary shell-list. 

The shell-bed itself is made up as follows : — 

T/rirkness, 
ft. ins. 

Fine chalky pjavel ... ... ... ... 6 

Dark clayey sand ; few shells. Soft yellow sand with indu- 
rated lumps: many shells, Can/imn t'dak ., T. Bulthica, 

Scrohiculdria piperata ; passin<»’ into ... ... 9 2 

Dark blue -black muddy sand, witli a foetid odour : wdth a 
few pebbles and jilatesof Kimmeridiie shale : many shells 
— T. Brtithicay V.(’diih\ VtricufusohtusHs^ Hpdrobia Nlrte, 
phmtiful; Litior'ma littorai and Z. rudisy rare; at the 
very bottom — Mptilus tdulis ... ... ... 5 I 

Gravel of Ued and White Chalk, broken Neocomiau 

fossils, etc. ... ... ... ... about 1 6 

16 3 

The shells are in so bad a state of preservation that it is very 
difficult to remove them. More especially is this the case in the 
upper part of the bed, where the water which oozes out from the 
soaked sand below percolates more freely. 

DECADE II. — VOL. VIII. — NO. TV. 


lieddish Houl dor- clay, 
30 feet. 


Sand and Gravel, o f(?ot. 

Dark Houldcr-cluy, 

10 feet. 


Sandy Shell bed, 

16 feet. 

With thin gravel above and 
below. 


Lower Neocornian. 


12 
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The following species have been obtained : * 

Tellina Balthica. Mytilm edulis, 

Fsammohia sp. (fide Phillips). liftorina Uttorea. 

Mactra Bp. ( ,, „ j. var. 

Scrobicu^ria piperata, Hydruhia ult'ce. 

Cardium edule. Utriculus obtusus, var. prefenuit. 

As noticed by Prof. Phillips, the bivalves generally occur with 
valves united ; but they are not often in the attitude of life ; usually 
having the umbos upwards, and with the valves gaping open. 
Single shells do occur, and also an occasional imperfect valve ; but, 
on the whole, they show very few signs of wave action, and appear 
to have been left by quietly receding tide- waters on a muddy flat. 
Another proof of the quietness of the waters is the shaiqily-fractured 
and unabraded state of the broken Belemnites, which, with a few 
other pebbles, are sparsely scattered through the lower part of the 
sands. 

That the bed accumulated slowly is shown by the difference in 
fauna and lithological character between the upper and lower parts 
of the deposit ; the result of some slight and gradual change in the 
surrounding conditions, probably a slight deepening of the water 
with an accelerated current. 

The shells confirm the idea strongly suggested by the shape 

of the ground that the beds were formed at the mouth of a quiet 

tidal estuary. When the waters of the sea stood at the level 

indicated, the glacial and later beds which now cumber the Vale 

being then unformed, what is now the Vale of Pickering would 
then be a wide, shallow, land-locked estuary receiving the copious 
drainage of the Eastern Moorlands, which now flows through the 
narrow gorge at Castle Howard to join the Ouse. The piece of 
light jet found in the deposit tells of distant erosion in the Upper 
Lias, having doubtless been brought down by the old river from 
the higher reaches of the valley, north of Pickering. 

Unfortunately the above limited shell-list yields us little evidence 
as to the age of the bed. Tellina Balthica, however, shows that it 
cannot be so old as the Ked Crag ; and as it will be shown to underlie 
the oldest Yorkshire Glacial deposit, its age must lie somewhere 
between then and early Glacial times. 

Its Extent and Stratigraphical Relations , — By far the clearest and 
best exposure of these shelly sands is the one described above, on 
the dividing ridge between “ Middle ” and “New Closes Cliff,” about 
half a mile north of Speeton Gap (where the Chalk ends). On 
the south side of this ridge they end abruptly', having been carried 
away by a huge slip, and portions of them may sometimes be seen 
down at the level of high-tide; but beyond this, though I have 
carefully sought over the slipped ground up to the foot of the 
chalk scarp, I have not been able to find any traces of them. The 
accompanying chalk-gravel, rapidly increasing in thickness and in 
roughness as we approach its parent-slope, can be followed through- 

^ I have to thank Dr. Gwyn Jeffreys for his kindness in examining these shells 
for me. 
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out, but without further signs of shelly sand, which probably 
therefore thins out as the Neocomian clays rise to a higher level, 
and we approach the high-water mark of the old estuary. It is; 
indeed, tolerably certain, that in this exposure the beds have 
reached their greatest development, for northward from this point 
the underlying Secondary clays show a steep denudation slope, 
which reaches the beach at the north end of New Closes Cliff; 
so that if all the drift were removed, a broad flat terrace of 
Neocomian clays, coinciding perhaps with the tidal flat of the old 
estuary, would stretch along under the chalk-scarp. And, as might 
be expected, it is on the crest of this terrace that the sands are 
thickest, for in the deeper central portions of the valley the current 
from the land would probably run too strongly to allow sand-banks 
to form. 

I have found traces of the sands here and there amongst the 
slips across New Closes Cliff, following the denudation slope of the 
Secondaries till they reach the beach-line, where the sands may be 
seen at the cliff- foot when the sand and shingle of the beach 
happen to be removed from the base of the cliff. The distinction 
between upper and lower parts still holds, but the sands are only 
about two feet thick, and shells are n(jt at all plentiful. 

Northward beyond this they may be seen at intervals between 
slips, being often little better than a re-arranged form of the 
Speeton clay, till “The Gill” is reached, where they finally disappear 
from the cliff- foot. 

In May, 1879, however, there was a very interesting exposure on 
the beach, nearly opposite the village of Reighton, about a mile 
north of “ The Gill,” and here again I obtained traces of the deposit, 
and also had direct evidence as to its being older than any Yorkshire 
Boulder-clay. 

As has been shown, in the chief exposure, in New Closes Cliff, 
the shelly sands are overlaid by a dark Boulder-clay, above which 
a red Boulder-clay is seen — a parting of gravels occurring between 
them. I have also mentioned that, if the upper clay be traced 
northward, it is found to consist really of two separate clays, the 
division here having been obliterated. The top clay ^ I believe to 
be the northward extension of the “ Hessle Clay ” of Holderness. 
The other two form the “Purple Clay” of Messrs. Wood and Rome,* 
but I have also endeavoured to show ® them to be really distinct, 
and as good divisions as any of those now recognized, and which 
may be readily traced wherever the “Purple Clay ” is well developed, 
either north or south of Flambro. The shell-bed is therefore 
overlaid here by what we may call the “Lower Purple Clay.” 
The exposure on the beach, however, revealed older divisions. It 
extended nearly 500 yards, and had a varying width of about 30 
yards. In it the following beds were seen, appearing to dip slightly 
towards the cliff : — 

‘ Proc. Yorkshire Geol. Soc. for 1879 (On the Divisions of the Glacial Beds in 
Filey Bay). 

* Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxiv. p. 147. • V. supra. 
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Commencing from the high-water side we first crossed over — 

1. Boulder-clay, belonging to the “ Lower Purple,” which is continued into the cliff. 

2. Bluish Bouldcr-cIay, with many shell fragments, and with streaks of fine blue 

mud containing many crushed shells. Fauna that of the Bridlington glacial 
shell -bed. 

This was undoubtedly the “ Basement-clay ” of Messrs. Wood and Rome. 

3. Brown Boulder-clay, full of stones; no shells. (Not yet seen elsewhere on the 

coast, the bottom of the Basement-clay being rarely visible.) 

4. Band of fine Chalk -gravel, with a seam of sand. 

5. Thin band of re-arranged Kimmeridge shale, with broken fossils. 

6. Highly contorted Upper Kimmeridge shale. 

Here it is tolerably certain that the sandy beds are represented by 
the few inches of dark muddy sand in the fine chalk rubble (No. 4), 
for we have already seen how rapidly they thinned after leaving the 
edge of the old hollow, probably owing, as before suggested, to the 
strength of the current in the middle of the valley. I did not see 
any shells ; but as all those found in the chief exj^osure were shore 
species, and this exposure but small, this did not surprise me. 

No. 3 seems to be the remains of an older clay than any before 
noticed in Yorkshire, but 1 know of no other case in which the 
bottom of the “ Hasement-clay ” presents itself for investigation. 
It may well be the result of a land-glaciation preceding the flow 
which formed the overlying shelly blue clay, which appears to have 
come in main from seaward. 

There is thus a curious unconformity in the beds overlying the 
shell-bed whose preservation is a remarkable instance of the irregu- 
larity of glacial denudation. 

Age of the Deposit . — As the so-called Basement-clay ” is now 
believed, and probably rightly, to bo of the age of the Cromer Tills, 
it follows that the bed of shells at Speeton is older than that deposit. 
May it not then, on good evidence, be correlated with some part of 
the marine Pre-Glacial beds of Norfolk ? 

Beds of similar Age in the Neighbourhood . — There is, almost con- 
tinuously, on the top of the Chalk from its first appearance, north of 
Bridlington, to Flambro, a band of fine gravel of varying thickness, 
consisting wholly of chalk. This gravel sometimes admits sand- 
streaks, which, at the bottom of the Danes Dyke Valley, a narrow 
old Pre-Glacial hollow three miles north of Bridlington, and in 
other places, thicken out into well-bedded sands and sandy silts. 
These, at Danes Dyke, are seven feet in thickness, and though as yet 
T have not found any shells or other remains in them, they are 
probably of about the same age as the Speeton bed. It is rather 
curious that at Danes Dyke these sands show the same division into 
dark blue below and yellow above. 

Some years ago the remains of some large elephantine animal 
were found in the cliff about a mile and a half north of Bridlington, 
and as far as I can learn they appear to have been obtained from the 
horizon of this bed, but I have not been able to obtain any exact 
information on this point. 
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VI. — Note on the Carboniferous System in Britain. 

By Prof. T. Rupert Jones, F.R.S., F.G.S. 

I N comparing the relative thicknesses of the Welsh-English and 
the Scotch Carboniferous series for lecture notes, I have found 
it difficult to obtain from books definite statements on this point as 
regards some groups of these strata in Scotland. After considerable 
reading I gather the following information. 

A general section of the Carboniferous strata of Scotland shows 
this arrangement ; — 

Upper Coals. 

Moor Rock or Roslyn Sandstone. 

( Upper Limestones. 

Carboniferous Limestone Series < Lower Coals with Limestones. 

( liOwer Limestones. 

Cabdferous Sandstone Series. 

In the Geological Survey Memoir on the Neighbourhood of 
Edinburgh” Mr. Howell gives the following average thicknesses 
for the Mid-Lothian Coal-field (p. 73) : — Coal-measures 1220 feet ; 
Millstone-grit 340 feet ; Carboniferous Limestone series (including 
Upper Limestones 650', Edge Coals 600', Lower Limestones 340') 
1590 feet. The thickness of the Lower Carboniferous strata (Cal- 
ciferous Sandstone) is not given in Prof. Geikie’s portion of the 
Memoir, but his description of the series proves it to be of great 
amount. 

In the “ East-Lothian Memoir ” Prof. Geikie estimates the thick- 
ness of the Calciferous Sandstone series at 1350 feet, as seen on 
the coast section between Siccar Point and Thorntonloch.^ The 
thickness of the Carboniferous Limestone series is not mentioneil 
in this Memoir, though the usual arrangement of the Upper and 
Lower Limestone groups, with jirofitable Coal-measures between 
them, is fully described. 

In later Memoirs of the Geological Survey of Scotland many 
details of the local thickness of the subdivisions of the Carboniferous 
Limestone series and of the Coal-measures are given ; but no estimate 
of the aggregate thickness of the formations is ventured on. 

The grouping of the strata in the West of Scotland appears to be 
similar to that of the Eastern side, although the Lower Carboniferous 
series has not the same facies as that in the East. In the useful 
“ Catalogue of the Western Scottish Fossils.” published by Members 
of the Geological Society of Glasgow for the British Association 
Meeting of 1876, the thicknesses of the different members of the 
system, in Central and Western Scotland, are thus stated (pp. 31 


and 32) 

Upper Coals and Ironstones 1500 to 1800 feet. 

Millstone -grit ‘Series 480 ,, 900 

Carboniferous ( Upper Limestone Seritjs 480 ,, 600 

Limestone < Lower Coals and Ironstones 420 , , 600 

Series. ( Lower Limestone Series 600 , , 1 200 

Calciferous Sandstone Series 1500 ,, 1800 


4980 ,, 6900 


^ “ Geol. of East Lothian,” 1866, p. 30. 
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In Fife the Lower Carboniferous, or Calciferous Sandstone, series 
appears to be abnormally thick (3900 feet according to Mr. J. W, 
Kirkby’s paper in the Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. No. 144, p. 659), 
compared with the estimate given by Prof. Geikie for the same 
series in East-Lothian. In a letter received from the author of the 
above paper, it is stated that a general section of the Fifeshire 
Carboniferous series (which, besides being essentially complete, is 
of interest on account of its being the most nortlierly exposure of 
this formation in Britain) in all probability is nearly as follows : 


( 1. Upper Bed Beds 

2. Lower Measures with work- ^ 
able coals ) 

II. Millstone -grit series, or Moor Bock 

f 1. Upper portion with lime- | 


III. Carboniferous Lime- 
stone Series 


IV. Calciferous Sandstone ^ series 


stones 

2, Middle portion with work- 

able coals 

3. Lower portion with lime- 

stones 


feet. 

feet. 

900 ; 


1 

1400 J 

1 2300 


300 

400 "1 


800 

. 1600 

430 J 


> • • * 

4000 


8200 


The English series of Carboniferous strata immediately south of 
the Border does not apparently differ much from the Scotch. In a 
sketch of the Geology of Northumberland, by the late Mr. George 
Tate (“Transact. Nat. Hist. Soc. Northumberland and Durham,” 
1868, vol. ii. pp. 6 — 18), the Carboniferous strata are grouped as 
below : — 

feet. feet. 


I. Coal-measures 

II. Millstone-grit 

III. Mountain Limestone . . 

IV. Tuedian Group 


1. Calcareous Group, with 

many beds of limestone . , 

2. Carbonaceous Group, with 

seven workable coals and 
a few limestones 


1700 

900 


2000 

500 

2600 

1000 


6100 

The lowest or Tuedian group of this series consists of “grey, 
greenish, and lilac shales, thin beds of argillaceous and cherty lime- 
stones, and a few buff magnesian limestones, and of sandstones and 
slaty sandstones.” Several of the shales and sandstones also are 
calcareous. The characteristic fossils are Stigmaria, Lepidodendron, 
and SpJienopteris ; Bhizodus and other Fishes ; Molluscs allied to 
Modiola ; Entomostraca ; Spirorhis ; and occasionally such marine 
forms as Orthoceras, Murchisonia, and Pleurotomaria, These features 
are pretty much those of the Calciferous Sandstone on the other 
side of the Border, with which series of strata Mr. Tate’s group 
is identical. 


^ Basement beds not seen. 
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In comparison with these north-country sections, the Welsh- 
English series, taken generally, offers : — 

/ feet. C Upper or Ardwick series. 

Upper 1 Coal-measures. . 10,000 j Miadle or Vennant series. 

Carboniferous, j ( Lower or Gannister series.^ 

\ Millstone-^t .. . 1,000 

Lower i Carboniferous 
(Carboniferous. | Limestone .. 1,600 

12,600 

Of course, the question as to how far the whole series of the two 
regions, or members of the series, may be conterminous and con- 
temporaneous, or merely analogous and hoinotaxeous, is not regarded 
in this notice. 


1. Up. liimestone-sliale or Yoredale series. 

2. Mountain, Scar, or Great Limestone. 

3. Lower Limestone -shale. 


K^DB'VXE'W^S- 


An Index Guide to the Geological Collections in the University 
Museum, Oxford. By Professor Prestwich, M.A., F.R.S., etc. 
(Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1881.) 

S INCE the ‘‘Notices of Rocks and Fossils in the University 
Museum,” by the late Prof. Phillips, which has long been out 
of print, many additions have been made, portions of the collection 
re-arranged, and a large number of specimens have been carefully 
named and located, so that a new and thoroughly revised catalogue 
was essentially requisite, and this has now been supplied by Prof. 
Prestwich. Without giving too much detail, or troubling the reader 
with an array of specific names, this guide gives a general account 
of the arrangement adopted, in which the author has endeavoured 
to show, besides the position of the specimens in the Museum, their 
relative place in systematic classification and geological age. The' 
order in which the collections are described is (1) the Rocks and 
their constituents, and (2) the Organic remains or the Palaeonto- , 
logical portion. The former include the chief building and 
ornamental stones of the British Islands (of which the use in 
the Museum itself furnishes a good example), as well as notices of 
other Igneous, Metamori)hic, and Sedimentary Rocks ; a table 
showing the succession of the last in the British area is given 
at p. 21. A brief description of the classification of the minerals 
concludes this part. 

The second portion treats of the general palseontological series 
of the Palaeozoic and Secondary strata, and of the Tertiary and 
Quaternary rocks and fossils (pp. 26-48), together with descrip- 
tions of the local collections of the typical fossils of the Oxford 
district (pp. 49-58), as well as of the collections illustrative of 
the range and variations in time of particular classes of fossils, 
and to which the diagram at p. 64 is a valuable supplement, as 

' In his memoir “ On the Classification of the Carboniferous Suries” (Quart. 
Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxxiii. pp. 613, etc.), Prof. E. Hull ji^ives his reasons for 
grouping the Gannibter^ Millstone^ and Yoredale series as the Middle Carboniferous.” 
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showing clearly the order in time of the succession of life on 
the globe. 

Both the visitor and student will find this work a concise and 
handy guide to the rocks and fossils contained in the Museum, 
which, among many interesting forms, contains the classical 
specimens collected by Dr. Buckland, and the fine series of Saurian 
remains obtained by Prof. Phillips and described in his “ Geology 
of Oxford and the Valley of the Thames.” J. M. 




Geological Society of London. 

I. — Annual General Meeting. — February 18th, 1881. — Robert 
Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., President, in the Chair. The Secretaries 
read the Reports of the Council and of the Library and Museum 
Committee for the j^ear 1880, the Council announcing with much 
satisfaction that the financial depression under which the Society 
had been suffering during 1878 and 1870 had proved, as was 
anticipated, only temporary, and that the Society is now in a very 
prosperous condition. The Council’s Report also announced tlie 
publication of the new Catalogue of the Library, wliich, although 
considerably larger tlian was at first expected, will be issued to the 
Fellows at the price originally fixed for it. The Report further 
announced the awards of the various Medals and of the proceeds of 
the Donation Funds in the gift of the Society. 

In presenting the Wollaston Gold Metal to Prof. P. Martin 
Duncan, M.B., F.R.S., F.G.S., the President addressed him us 
follows ; — 

Professor Duncan, — It is with no ordinary pleasjire that the C/Ouncil have 
awardt.’d to you the Wollaston Medal, the hi^dicst honour that it is in their power to 
bestow, in recog'nition of the valuable services which you have rendered during’ so 
many years to the advancement of Geology, and especially of Pahuontology ; and 
I may add that it is equally productive of gratification to me that this honour is to 
be formally conferred upon you by my hands. Since th(? y(?ar 1863 palamntologists 
have been indebted to yon for no fewer than twenty -six memoirs relating to tlie 
history, structure, and distribution of the fossil Actiuozoa, a group which you have 
made peculiarly your own by long-continued and most careful researches. FurthfT, 
you have enriched the publi(;ations of the Paheontographical Society with several 
most important treatises on Pritish P’ossil Corals, 8uj)plementary or, rather, perhaps, 
complementary to the classical Monograph of MM. Milne-Edwards and Haime! 
These labours alone, and the value of their results, might have justified the Countul 
in awarding you the Wollaston M(*dal ; but besides your researches upon the 
Actinozoa, we have to point to several important papers upon the fossil Echinoder- 
mata, to others relating to suhieets of Physical Geology (also freely touehed upon in 
your more special memoirs) , and particularly to your exceedingly important work in 
connexion with the Geological Survey of India, in des(;rihing the fossil corals of that 
Peninsula, and discussing the questions of both zoological and geological interest 
which naturally arise out of the study of those organisms. Few, indeed, of our 
Fellows are in a better position to appreciate your valuable labours than myself ; 
scarcely a day passes that I have not occasion to consult one or more of your 
contributions j and the more I consult them the more I am convinced of their value. 
Patiently and unobtrusively, for nearly twenty years, you have followed out the line 
of research necessary for the fulfilment of your self-imposed task; you have 
sacrificed the advantages of professional life to devote your energies to the advance- 
ment of soience ; for seven years (from 1864 to 1870) you gave the Society the 
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benefit of your services as one of its Honor^ Secretaries, and for two years (1876 — 
1877) you worthily occupied the Presidential Chair. Such considerations as these 
would not alone, perhaps, have warranted the award of the Council ; but the 
recollection of such services rendered to the Society is hardly out of place, as 
supplementing those more generally appreciable merits upon which the award was 
reafly founded. On all accounts it is with much pleasure that I hand to you the 
Wollaston Medal. 

Professor Duncan made a short speech acknowledging the pleasure he felt in 
receiving the Medal. 

The President then presented the Murchison Medal to Prof* 
Archibald Geikie, F.R.S., P.G.S., and addressed him as follows : — 

Prof. Geikie, — If any one Fellow of our Society more than another could be 
selected to receive the Murchison Medal for his valuable contributions to geology, it 
would be yourscdf ; since no man living has contributed more to the advancement of 
that sci(;nco which it is the special object of our Society to cultivate and diffuse. 
Your labours in the field connected with your duties as Director of the Geological 
Survey of Scotland, your learned and valuable contributions to the Journal of our 
Society, the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and the Glasgow 
Geological Society, and other publi(;ations too numerous to mention, eminently 
qualify you to bt; the recipitait of thci Medal founded by your late chief and friend 
Sir Roderick Murchison. To enumerate your contributions to the literature of the 
gciology of Scotland, or your many important writings connected with our scien(;e, 
would lead me too far — some thirty papers, besides educational works, have resulted 
from your industrv and knowledge. Your able paper alone, on the “ Old Red 
Sandstone of Scotland,” published in the Transactions of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, would entitle you to the highest consideration of the Society Able, indeed, 
are other contributions, especially those “On the Chronology of the Trap Rocks of 
Scotland,” “ On the Date of the last Elevation of Central Scotland” (in vol. xviii. of 
our Journal), “On the Phenomena of Succession amongst tht* Silurian Rocks of 
Scotland” (Trans. Glasgow Geol. Soc. vol. iii.), and “ On Earth Sculpture.” The 
Council bclicv(!d, too, that it would Ix^ gratifying to you to receive a mark of their 
esteem and sense of your untiring labours, the Medal founded by one with whom iu 
earlier life you were closely associated, and whose endowed Chair of Geology in the 
University of Edinburgh you have been the first to fill. 

Prof. Geikie (ixpressed, in reply, his gratilication at the gift of the Murchison 
Medal. 

The President next handed the LyeJl Medal to Mr. Warington 
W. Smyth, F.R.S., F.G S., for transmission to Dr. J. W. Dawson, 
F.R.S., I\G.S., of Montreal, and addressed him as follows : — 

Sir Charles Lyell, in founding the Medal that hears his name, intended that it 
should serve as a mark of honorary distinction, and as an impritssion on the part of 
the governing body of the Society of their opinion that the Medallist has deservetl 
well of science. I need hardly say that the Council, in awarding the T.yell Medal to 
Principal Dawson, have done so with a sinciTO appnsciation of the high value of his 
truly great labours in the cause of Paheoutology and Geology. When I refer to his 
published papers, I fiud that they number nearly 120, and that they give the results 
of most extensive and valuable researches iu various departments i>f geology, but 
more especially upon the paheontology of the Devonian and Carboniferous formations 
of Northern America. No fewer than 30 of these papers have appeared iu the pages 
of our own Quarterly Journal. Considering the nature of these numerous con- 
tributions, the Council would have been fully justified in awarding to Dr. Daw'son 
one of its Medals, upon the sole ground of the value of their contents ; but these are 
far from representing the wholtj of the results of his incessant activity in the pursuit 
of science. His ‘ Acadian Geology,’ ‘ Post-pliocene Geology of Canada,’ and 
‘ Fossil Plants of the Devonian and Upper Silurian of Canada,’ are most valuable 
contributions to our knowledge of North American Geology ; whilst in his ‘ Archaia,’ 

‘ The Dawn of Life,’ and other more or less popular writings he has appealed, and 
worthily, to a wider public. We are indebted to his research(^s for nearly all our 
knowledge of the fossil flora of the Devonian and other I’recarboniferous rocks of 
America, and of the structure and flora of the Nova- Scotian coal-field ; and finally 
I must refer especially to his original investigation of the history, nature, and 
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affinities of Eozoon. These researches are so well known that they have gained for 
Dr. Dawson a world- wide reputation ; and it is as a slight mark of their esteem, 
and their high appreciation of his labours, that the Council have awarded to him this 
Medal, which I will request you to forward to him, with some verbal expression of 
the feeling with which it is ottered. 

Mr. Waken GTON W. Smyth then read a letter from Dr. Dawson regretting he 
was unable personally to be present, and expressing his sense of the honour con- 
ferred upon him. 

The Pkestdent then handed the Bigsby Medal to Prof. Morris, 
r.G.S., for transmission to Dr. Charles Barrois, and addressed him 
as follows : — 

The Council of this Society has selected Dr. Charles Barrois to be the recipient of 
the Bigsby Medal, and have awarded it to him for his numerous papers and con- 
tributions to geological science. Dr. Bari’ois’s chief or most important work 
(written in the year 1876, and published at Lille) is ‘Becherches sur le terrain 
OTetace supcrieur de I’Angleterre et de ITrlande,’ a production almost exhaustive in 
its description of the Cretaceous rocks of England and Ireland, and of the utmost 
value to hnglish students of geology. Dr. Barrois in this work has been the first to 
attempt to arrange the English Cretaceous rocks in Baheontological zones, and 
eminently has he succeeded in defining and correlating the horizons of France and 
Britain. He is also the author of a * Memoire sur le terrain Cretacc du Bassin 
d’Oviedo, Espagne,’ with a paheontological description of the Flchinodermata by 
Gustave Cotteau, His great industry and untiring zeal for geological science entitle 
him to the consideration of the Coun(dl ; and 1 therefore Ixjg you to forward to him 
the Bigsby Medal as our recognition of his services, and, a(;cording to the wishes of 
the founder, we look forward to «)tb(T and equally valuable! contributions. 

Jhof. Morkts read a note from Dr. Barrois, in reply, to the honour conferred. 

In handing to Prof. J. W. Judd, F.li.8., vSec. G.S., the balance of 
the Wollaston Donation riind for transmission to Dr. Ramsay H. 
Traquatr. F.G.S., the President said : — 

In handing to you, to be forwarded to Dr. Traquair, the balance of the proceeds of 
the Wollaston Donation Fund, 1 have to request that you will inform him of the 
feeling of the Council, that it is rarely that tluy can have the opportunity of 
awarding this fund to a more able and accomplished naturalist than himself. His 
long-continued researches ujion the (ianoid Fishes of tlu! Carboniferous formation 
have rendered his name eminent in this department of Pahnoutology. As an 
accomplished anatomist and zoologist, we must have every confidence that his treat- 
ment of these Vertebrates in the memoir which he is contributing to the publications 
of the Palaeontogra])hical Society will be of tlu! most careful and judicious 
description, whilst the value of this and his other works is vastly enhanced by the 
beautiful figures with which he illustrates them. Under these circumstances it attords 
me much pleasure to place in your hands, for transmission to Dr. lYaquair, the 
balance of the Wollaston Fund, which I hope he will receive as some rt!cognition on 
the part of the So(!i(*ty of the value of his researches, and, at the same! time, as 
a small aid to him in further prose(!uting them. 

Prof. Judd, in reply, r(?ad an appropriate note received from Dr. Traquair, 
cordially thanking the Society. 

The President next presented the balance of the proceeds of the 
Murchison Donation Fund to Frank Rutley, Esq., F.G.S., and 
addressed him in the following 'words ; — 

For many years you have devoted your time and attention to the microscopical 
structure of rocks and rock -forming minerals, a branch of scientific research of the 
highest importance to the petrologist and geologist ; and now that our attention is 
being so much drawn to the structure of the metamorphic and igneous rocks, with a 
view to a better nomenclature and a revision of old and obsolete views, the Council 
of our Society believed that in your hands good work would still be carried on ; they, 
therefore, have awarded to you the balance of the Murchison Fund. wLich I have 
much pleasure in handing to you in recognition of your past researches, the results 
of which you have from time to time communicated to the Journal of the Society. 
Few are more aware than myself of the interest you take in this branch of study, 
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and it affords me much gratification to be the medium of conveying to you the 
appreciation of the Council and the accompanying fund. 

Mr. Kutley suitably returned thanks. 

Ill presenting to G. K. Vine, Esq., one moiety of the balance of 
the proceeds of the Lyell Donation Fund, the Pkesident addressed 
him as follows : — 

A moi(}ty of the balance of the proceeds of the liyell Geological Fund has been 
awarded to you by the Council of the Geol(»gical Society. In making this award the 
Councril W(Tc actuated in part by the wish to express their sense of the value of your 
re8earch^'S upon the fossil Bryozoa of the Palieozoic rocks, as evinced especially by 
your published writings on the Diastoporidjfi, an exceedingly difficult group, and in 

? art by their desire to assist you in the furtlier prosecution of your investigations. 

hav(j much pleasure in handing to you this small testimony of the appreciation of 
the Council. 

Mr. Vine, in reply, thanked the President for this token of recognition, on the 
part of the Council, of his labours. 

The President then handed to Prof. H. G. Seeley, F.R.S., F.G.S., 
for transmisson to Dr. Anton Fritsch, of Prague, the second moiety 
of the Lyell Donation Fund, and said : — 

The Council has awarded a portion of the Lyell Geological Fund to Dr, Anton 
Fritsch, Professor of Zoology in the T’niversity of league, in retsognition of his 
valuable (loiitrihutions to paheoutology. hr. Fritsch is an accomplished zoologist, 
who has enriched his studies of many groups of fossils, invertebrate and vertebrate, 
with admirable knowledge of existing life. During the last thirty years Dr. 
Friiseh lias published about oue hundred and twenty memoirs, many of which relate 
to pahrontology and geology. Besides scattered papers on Eoz ^m^ CaJUnuainia, and 
other subjects eouncMded with the fossil fauna of Bohemia, Dr. Fritsch has 
also published some standard works monographing the fossils of his native land. 
These cornpi’isc the Crtdaceoiis Cephalopods 1 1872), the (Vetac('ons Beptilcs and Fish 
(1878), and his great work on the Fauna of the P(‘rmian Kecks instill in progress), of 
which two volumes, devoted to Amphibia, have been issued. 'I'liese volumes are 
excellent examples of descriptive work, illustrated worthily, and this award is 
especially inteiidtd to mark the sympathy of the Council with Dr. Fritsch in his 
endc^uvours to adeipiati^ly make known the Permian fauna, and in the hop€‘ that the 
fund may assist him in completing a work which has already taken high rank among 
palaeontological monographs. 

Prof. Seeley felt surt^ that Dr, Fritsch would duly appreciate the honour of the 
award made him by the Council. 

The President then proc^eedt'd to read his Anniversary Address, which was 
devoted to the analysis and distribution of the British Paheozoic fossils, and especially 
as to their distrihutioii in the successive formations, elucidati'd by elaborate tables. 
The Address was prefaced by obituary notices of Fellows and Foreign Members of 
the Society deceased during the past year, including Dr. J. J. Bigshy, Mr. Searles 
V. Wood, Prof. Ansted, Dr. C. Nyst, M. Boscpiet, and others. 

The ballot for the Council and Officers was taken, and the following were duly 
elected for the ensuing year : — President : R. Etheridge, Esq . , F. R.S. ; L. and E. Viee- 
Presidenis: John Plvnus, D C.L., LL.D., F.ll.B. ; J. AV. llulke, Esq., F.R.S.; 
Prof. J. Morris, M.A, ; and II. C. Sorby, LTj.D., F.R. S. iSecretaries : Prof. 
T. G. Bonn^', M.A., F.R.S. ; Prof. J. V. Judd, F.R.S. Foreign Secretary: 
Warington Smyth, Esq., M.A,, F.R.S. Treasurer : J. Gvstu Jefireys, LL.D., 
F.R.S. Council: H. Bauerman, Esq.; Rev. J. F. Blake, il.A. ; Prof. T. G. 
Bonney, M.A., F.R.S.; W. Carruthers, flsq., F.R.S.; Prof. P. M. Dun(^an, M.B., 
F.R.S. ; Sir P. de M. Groy-Egerton, Bart., M.P., F.R.S. ; R. Etheridge, Esq., 
F.R.S.; John Evans, D.O.L., LL.D., F.R.S. ; Lieut.-Col. H. H. Godwiii- Austen, 
F.R.S.; .J. Clarke Hawkshaw, Esq., M.A. ; Rev. Edwin Hill, M.A. ; AV. H. 
Hudlestone, Esq., M.A.; ,1. W. Hulke, Esq., F.R.S.; J. Gwyn Jeffreys, LL.D., 
F.R.S. ; Prof. J. W. Judd, F.R.S. ; Prof. N. S. Maskelyne, M.A., M.P., F.R.S. ; 
J. Morris, Esq., M.A. ; J. A. Phillips, E.sq, ; F. W. lludler. Esq. ; Prof. H. G. 
Seeley, F.R.S. ; Warington W. Smyth, Esq., M.A., F.R.S. ; H. C. Sorby, LL.D., 
F.R.S. ; H. Woodward, LL.D., F.R.S. 
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IL— February 23, 1881. — Robert Etlieri(1ge, Esq., F.R.S., President, 
in the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1, A letter from Dr. John Kirk, communicated to the Society by 
the Eight Hon. Earl Granville, dated : — 

“ H.M. Ai^encv and Consulate General, 
Zanzibar, becembcr 20, 1880. 

My Lord, — It may be of interest to record the occurrence here of 
an earthquake shock felt in the island of Zanzibar at 6*58 a.m., mean 
time, on the morning of the 18th inst. 

“Although the shock was very distinct, no damage appears to 
have been done to any buildings in town. 

“ It is now twenty -four years since a similar shock has been here 
noticed ; but on the mainland, especially in the vicinity of Ujiji, 
they are both more common and more severe than at the coast. 

“Shortly after the cable was laid between Mozambique and 
Delagoa Bay, the communication was suddenly interrupted after 
one of these earthquake shocks, which seems to have caused the 
falling in of rocks by which the cable was crushed. 

“ I have the honour to be, etc., 

“ The Right Ilonourablo JoHN Kirk, 

Lari Grantille, etc., etc., II. M. Agent and Consul-General, 

London. Zanzibar.’’ 

2. “The Permian, Triassic, and Liassic Rocks of the Carlisle 
Basin.” By T. V. Holmes, Esq., F.G.S. 

The district discussed in the author’s paj^er was worked over by 
him when engaged on the Geological Survey, and consists of those 
parts of Cumberland and Dumfriesshire which adjoin the Solway. 
Its southern boundary is, approximately, a line ranging from Mary- 
jiort to Rose Castle on the River Oaldew, and touching the Eden 
about two miles above Wetheral. On the east and north-east its 
limits are the immediate neighbourhoods of the junction of the 
rivers Eden and Irtliing, Hethei-sgill on the Hether Burn, Bracken- 
hill Tower on the Line, and the Border Boundary on the Rivers Esk 
and Sark ; and in Dumfriesshire the small tract south of a line 
ranging from the junction of Scots Dyke with the Sark on the north- 
east, to Cummertrees on the south-west. 

The lowest bed in this area is the great Upper Permian or St. 
Bees Sandstone, which occupies a belt of country in the neighbour- 
hood of the outer boundary. Directly above St. Bees Sandstone, in 
the west of the district, lies a formation consisting of shales with 
gypsum, which, though 700 feet thick in the neighbourhood of 
Abbey Town, is nowhere visible, but is known solely from borings, 
the country west of the Caldew, and of the Eden below the junction 
of the two streams, being thickly drift-covered and almost’ section- 
less. In the east of the district the St. Bees Sandstone is overlain 
directly by a soft, red, false-bedded sandstone, called by the author 
Kirklinton Sandstone, from the locality in which the rock is best 
seen, as well as its relations to the under- and overlying beds. But 
while there is no evidence of any unconformity between the St. 
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Bees Sandstone and the overlying Gypseous Shales in the west, 
there is evidence of a decided unconformity between the St. Bees 
and Kirklinton Sandstones in the east. In Carwinley Bum (for 
example), which runs into the Esk at Netherb}^ only from 200 to 
300 feet of St. Bees stone was seen below the outcrop of the 
Kirklinton, instead of the 1000 to 1500 feet which probably exist 
about Brampton on the one hand and in Dumfriesshire on the other. 
Yet Carwinley Burn affords an almost continuous series of sections, 
from the (non-faulted) Permian-Carboniferous junction to some 
distance above the outcrop of the Kirklinton Sandstone. As, in 
addition, the shales underlying the St. Bees Sandstone are gypseous, 
both near Carlisle and at Barrowmouth, close to St. Bees Head, the 
author classed the (UiDper) G^'pseous Shales as Permian, and the 
Kirklinton Sandstone as Bunter. Besting unconformably on the 
Kirklinton Sandstone, in the district between Carlisle and Kirklinton, 
are the Marls seen on the Eden, between Stanwix and Beaumont, 
and on the Line between Westlinton and Cliff Bridge, Kirklinton. 
Their unconformity is shown by the fact that on the Line they rest 
on the lower, or red, beds, and between Stanwix and Beaumont on 
the upper, or white, beds of the Kirklinton Sandstone. The Marls 
have therefore been classed as Keiiper. So far as tlie evidence goes, 
they appear to be very thin and to extend but a very small distance 
south of the Eden. Lastly, the Lias appeared to the author to be 
unconforinable to all the beds below, and to rest partly on the 
Gypseous Shales, partly on the Kirklinton Sandstone, and partly 
on the Keuper Marls. Of the existence of Bba3tic beds there was 
no evidence, all fossils hitherto found having been determined by 
Mr. Etlieridge (our President) to be Lower-Lias forms. But the 
Lias-seclions are so small and few in number, and the ground so 
persistently drift- covered, that only a boring could settle the question. 

3. “ On Aatroconia Granti, a new Lyssakine Hexactinellid from 
the Silurian Formation of Canada.” By Prof. W. J. Sollas, M.A., 
F.G.S. 

This paper contained a description of a new fossil Hexactinellid 
sponge from the Niagara chert beds of Hamilton, Ontario. It is 
the second oldest known example of the Lyssakina. Some remarks 
were added on the mineral state of the sjucules and their association 
with chert. The author proposed for it the name of Astroconia 
Granti, the former in allusion to the peculiarly spinose character of 
rays of the sexradiate spicules, llie anchoring spicules were de- 
scribed as consisting of a straight shaft with four recurved ra^^s, 
each having a small bifid spine near the base on the outer surface. 


III. — March 9, 1881. — Eobert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., President, 
in the Chair. — The following communications were read ; — 

1. “ Description of Parts of the Skeleton of an Anomodont Reptile 
{Platypodosaurns rohustus, Ow.). — Part II. The Pelvis.” By Prof. 
Owen, C.B., F.B.S., F.G.S., etc. 

In this paper the author described the remains of the pelvis of 
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Platypodosaurus rohustus, which have now been relieved from the 
matrix, including the sacrum, the right “os innominatum,” and a 
great part of the left ilium. There are five sacral vertebrse, which 
the author believes to be the total number in Platypodosaurus, The 
neural canal of the last lumbar vertebra is 8 lines in diameter, and 
of the first sacral 9 lines, diminishing to 6 lines in the fifth, and in- 
dicating an expansion of the myelon in the sacral region, which is 
ill accordance with the great development of the hind limbs. The 
sacral vertebrae increase in width to the third ; the fourth has the 
widest centrum. This coalescence of the vertebrm justifies the con- 
sideration of the mass, as in Mammalia, as one bone or “ sacrum,” 
which may be regarded as approaching in shape that of the Mega- 
therioid Mammals, although including fewer vertebrae. Its length is 
inches ; its greatest breadth, at the third vertebra, 5 J inches. The 
ilium forms the anterior and dorsal walls of the acetabulum, the 
posterior and postero- ventral walls of which are formed by the 
ischium and pubis. The diameter of its outlet is 3 inches, the depth 
of the cavity 1^ inch; at its bottom is a fossa 1^ inch broad. The 
foramen is subcircular, 1 inch in diameter. The ventral wall of the 
pelvic outlet is chiefly formed by the pubis ; it is a plate of bone 
6 inches broad, concave externally, convex towards the pelvic cavity. 
The siibacetabular border is 7-8 lines thick ; it shows no indication 
of a pectineal process, or of a pronnnenoe for the support of a mar- 
supial bone. The author remarks that of all examples of pelvic 
structure in extinct Keptilia this departs furthest from any modifica- 
tion known in existing types, and makes the nearest approach to the 
Mammalian pelvis. This is shown especially by the number of sacral 
vertebrsB and their breadth, by the breadth of the iliac bones, and by 
the extent of confluence of the expanded ischia and pubes. 

2. “ On the Order Theriodontia, with a Description of a New Genus 
and Species {JElurosaurus felinus, Ow.).” By Prof. Owen, C.B., 
F.R.S., F.G.S. 

The new form of Tberiodont reptile described by the author in this 
paper under the name of ^lurosaurus felinus is represented by a skull 
with the lower jaw, obtained by Mr. Thomas Bain from the Trias of 
Gough, in the Karoo district of South Africa. The postorbital part 
is broken away. The animal is mononarial ; the alveolar border of 
the upper jaw is slightly sinuous, concave above the incisors, convex 
above the canines and molars, and then straight to beneath the orbits. 
The alveolar border of the mandible is concealed by the overlapping 
teeth of the upper jaw; its syrnphsis is deep, slanting backward, 
and destitute of any trace of suture ; the length of the mandible is 
inches, which was probably the length of the skull. The incisors 
are and the molars probably ^ or all more or less Ian iari form. 
The length of the exserted crown of the upper canine is 12 millims.; 
the root of the left upper canine was found to be twice this length, 
extending upwards and backwards, slightly expanded, and then a 
little narrowed to the open end of the pulp-cavity. There is no 
trace of a successional canine ; but the condition of the pulp-cavity 
and petrified pulp would seem to indicate renewal of the working 
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part of the canine by oontinu growth. The author infers that the 
animal was monophyodont. JEluroaaurus was said to be most nearly 
allied to LycosauruSy but its int isor formula is Dasyurine. 

With regard to the characters of the Theriodontia the author re- 
marked that we may now add to those given in his ‘ Catalogue of 
South African Fossil Reptiles,’ that the humerus is perforated by an 
entepicondylar foramen and the dentition is monophyodont. 

3. “Additional Observations on the Superficial Geology of British 
Columbia and its Adjacent Regions.” By G. M. Dawson, Esq., D.Sc., 
F.G.8. 

This paper is in continuation of two already published in the 
Society’s Journal (vol. xxxi. p. 603, and vol. xxxv. p. 89). In sub- 
sequent examinations of the southern part of the interior of British 
Columbia the author has been able to find traces of glaciation in a 
N. to S. direction as far as or even beyond the 49th parallel. Iron 
Mountain, for instance, 3500 feet above the neighbouring valleys, 
5280 feet above the sea, has its summit strongly ice- worn in direction 
N. 29° W.-S. 29° E. Other remarkable instances are given which 
can hardly be explained by local glaciers; boulder-clay is spread 
over the entire district ; terraces are cut in the rearranged material 
of this, bordering the river-valleys, and at greater elevations expand- 
ing over the higher parts of the plateau and mountains. At Mount 
It-ga-chuz they are 5270 feet above the sea. The author considers 
that the higher terraces can only be explained by a general flooding 
of the district. Some of the wide trough-like valleys of the plateau* 
contain a silty material which the author regards as a glacial mud. 

North of the 54th parallel and west of the Rocky Mountains 
similar evidence of glaciation is obtained ; erratics are found in the 
Peace and Athabasca basins. The fjords of British Columbia are 
extremely glaciated, the marls being generally in conformity with 
the local features ; terraces are scarce and at low levels. The Strait 
of Georgia was filled by a glacier which overrode the S.E. part of 
Vancouver’s Island ; evidence is given to show that this ice came 
from the neighbouring mountainous country. Queen Charlotte’s 
Island shows evidence of local glaciation. Boulder-clays and stratified 
drifts are found, with occasional arctic shells 

The author considers that the most probable explanation of the 
phenomena of the whole region is to suppose the former existence 
of a great glacier mass resembling the inland ice of Greenland, and 
that the Glacial period was closed by a general submergence, during 
which the drifts we^ deposited and, at its close, the terraces out. 


Ereatum. — I n the March Number, page 138, line 15, of the Geol. 
Mag., for siromatoporides read stomatoporides. 
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FOREIGN PEBBLES OF BRITISH BEACHES. 

Sib, — It is no doubt well known to Mr. Birds as well as many 
other observers, that the foreign pebbles, described by him* from 
the Brighton and St. Leonard Beaches, are not confined to the S.E. 
and S. coasts of England, they being indeed far more abundant 
in some places on the opposite coast of Britain. 

Aberystwyth, in the centre of Cardigan Bay, is, like Brighton, 
celebrated for the ** pebble ” riches of its beacli, which aftbrd em- 
ployment to a large number of lapidaries in their cutting and polish- 
ing. Now these ‘‘ pebbles ” are all of them foreign to the district, 
and many of them are not even British in origin. Flint agates and 
“onyx” are not uncommon, and jasper is abundant. Besides these 
there are large numbers of other interesting strangers, many of 
them igneous rocks, including granites and quartz-felsites in many 
varieties, both pink and grey ; orthoclaso-felsite, porphyrites, 
basalt, and serpentine, and volcanic agglomerate ; also numerous 
sedimentary and metamorphic rocks. 

So abundant are these foreign rocks that in some of the small 
"Welsh bays they are decidedly more conspicuous than the local 
stones, and handfuls may be gathered in a square 3^‘lrd. 

As to the origin of these pebbles I quite agree with Mr. Birds, 
that they are washed U]) from deposits now covered by the sea. I 
am not, however, able to see how these facts can determine for us 
the distribution of any vast ice-sheets such as Dr. Croll has described. 
To settle this question we must find whether the Boulder-clay was a 
true Till — a land-ice product, or only a marine Boulder-clay, stored 
with pebbles dropped from melting icel>ergs ; and this cannot be 
settled by reference to the pebbles found on the beaches. 

Now, in the case of the foreign siones of the Welsh shingles, none of 
them occur in the drifts of the neighbouring country, these drifts 
being entirely the products of local land- ice ; but I have detected 
some of them in the drifts of the lowlands of Anglesea. These 
latter are, however, marine Boulder-clays — laminated deposits like 
the Norfolk Contorted Drift, and containing delicate marine shells in 
perfect preservation. 

Therefore, I conclude that the foreign pebbles of the beaches are 
derived, not from any morainic formation produced by a vast ice- 
sheet, but from a Boulder-clay, formed as a marine deposit in the 
Irish Sea at a time when that sea was traversea by icebergs, brought 
hither by currents from the glaciers of Scotland, and Scandinavia. 

The original homes of many of the rocks are unknown to me. 
There are many Scotch porphyrites, and a few rocks from the Lleyn 
peninsula. The flints and some basalts may have come from the 
North of Ireland. 

W. Keeping. 

The Museum, York. 

^ See Geol. Mag. January, 1881, p, 47. 
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I. — Note on a pine Head-shield op Xexaspis (Cepealaspis) 
Salweti, Egerton sp.= Cepbalaspis astebolepis, Harley. 

By the Editor. 

(PLATE VI.) 

O N our Plate is depicted the head-shield of the well-known Old 
Red Sandstone fish, CephaJaspiSy the genus first described by 
Agassiz in 1835, the species C. Salioeyi^ by Egerton in 1857, and 
still later as asterolepia, by Harley in 1859. The specimen was 
obtained by Mr. Jolm Edward Lee, P'.G.S., of Tonpiay, from the 
Cornstones,” Old Red Sandstone, Skerrid Vawr, near Abergavenny, 
and is drawn about one-third less than the natural size. “ Two 
cornua were obtained by Dr. Mac Cullough from the same quarry at 
Abergavenny, furnishing the evidence of these parts which are 
wanting in Mr. Lee’s specimen ” (Lankcster). 

At page 53 of Professor Lankester’s Monograph of Old Red Sand- 
stone Fishes (Part I. Cephalaspida^, Pal. Soc. Mon., 1870) is given a 
life-size outline woodcut of this specimen ; but the breadth seems 
somewliat too wide in proportion to the length of the shield, which 
in Mr. Lee’s specimen is more pointed in front. 

Mr. Lankester observes {op. cit. p. 54), “Another specimen has 
been recently obtained for the British Museum which is better than 
that in the Geological Survey Museum drawn on pi. xii. fig. 2 ; or 
than Mr. Salwey’s specimen ” (see pi. xii. fig. 6). 

These specimens seldom show the outer tuberculated layer, upon 
the character of which the specific differences between C, Salweyi and 
C. asterolepis have been founded. On some of these specimens a 
few of the tubercles are left here and there, but as a rule they 
merely show the beautiful stellate polygonal structure beneath the 
outer layer. 

Prof. Lankester observes, “Sir Philip Egerton attached importance 
to the great breadth between the eyes, but the size of the individual 
and variations in pressure are liable to affect this character.” He 
adds, “ After some hesitation I have decided to associate C\ Salweyi 
and C. asterolepis as one species, not being able, on careful examina- 
tion, to find any character which should separate the large specimen 
described by Dr. Harley from Sir Philip Egerton’s original C, 
Salioeyi.^' 

Concerning the genus. Prof. Lankester proposes (op. cit. p. 55) 
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to place this large head-shield with others in the sub-genus 
Zenaspis, on the ground that with it have been found associated 
some remarkable scutes which are regular in size and hemispherical 
in outline. These scutes are symmetrical in outline, and were 
probably placed in the median line on the dorsal surface. They 
indicate an armature of body quite different from that of C, Lyelli. 
The flank-scales of individuals as large as Mr. J. E. Lee’s specimen 
must have been of considerable size and strength. 

We are indebted to Mr. J. E. Lee for kindly permitting us^to 
reproduce the plate of this fine fossil in the Geological Magazine. 

11. — Evidence bearing upon the Position op the Twt Hill 

Conglomerate. 

By R. D. Rokerts, M.A., D.Sc. (bond.), F.G.S., Clare College, Cambridge. 

A DISCUSSION has more than once arisen, in the course of the 
last two years, respecting the true position of the quartz 
conglomerate exposed near Twt Hill, Carnarvon, which was first 
described by Prof. Bonney and Mr. Houghton in the Quarterly 
Journal of the Geological Society, vol. xxxv. p. 321. The typical 
quarry is situated on the S.E. side of the ridge, close underneath 
Twt Hill, and the exposure there shows the quartz conglomerate in 
juxtaposition to the granitoid rock that constftutes the axis of the 
ridge. The authors describe a passage between the granitoidite 
below and the conglomerate above, and state that the latter “ passes 
up into a rock which has some resemblance to the bottom rock ” 
(granitoidite). In the Geol. Mag. for March, 1880, p. 118, Dr. 
Callaway writes: “Messrs. Bonney and Houghton have detected at 
Twt Hill a passage between the granitoidite and a quartzose con- 
glomerate with a S.E. dip. I have visited this section, and having 
examined the rock inch by inch, I can entirely confirm their identi- 
fication.” 

Fig. 1. (Grounl Plan of Twt Ilill Quarry). 



a. Granitoid Rock of Twt Hill. c. {Sandstone. 

b. Quartz Conglomerate. /. Small Faults. 

To this view of the position of the quartz conglomerate as a 
part of the lowest Pre-Cambrian series, Prof. Hughes took ex- 
ception ; a careful study of the stratigraphical relations of the 
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beds having led him to refer the conglomerate to the base of the 
Cambrian. Prof. Hughes’s wide experience and acknowledged 
ability as a field geologist give great weight to his opinion on 
matters of stratigraphy, but certain difficulties have presented 
themselves, which cannot be lightly passed over. Apart from the 
alleged passage of the conglomerate into granitoidite, described by 
Prof. Bonney, Mr. Houghton and Dr. Callaway, there is the fact 
that the Cambrian conglomerate of the Bangor district and other 
parts of Carnarvonshire is largely made up of pebbles of felsite, 
while the Twt Hill conglomerate is composed chiefly of quartz 
pebbles and contains no felsite. These objections I believe I am 
in a position to meet. 

A recent visit to certain sections in Anglesea, and a re-examina- 
tion of the beds at Twt Hill, under specially favourable conditions, 
enables me to offer additional evidence strongly confirmatory of 
Prof. Hughes’s view that the bed in question is the Cambrian con- 
glomerate. 

The following is the substance of notes taken during several visits 
to the Twt Hill quarry, and confirmed on the 6th of January, when 
I last visited the district. The quarry was on that occasion free 
from brambles and undergrowth, which in the summer somewhat 
obscured the section, ^aud the relations of the beds were clearly 
shown. On the N.N.W. side of the quarry — western corner — the 
granitoid rock is succeeded by the conglomerate, which in some 
parts is fine, in others coarse. The pebbles are mostly quartz ; very 
rarely one of dark quartzite or schist may be found. They vary 

Fig. 2. Section in Twt Hill Quarry from a to e (Ground Plan). 



from the size of a grain of wheat to that of a pigeon’s egg. The 
(piartz pebbles frequently exhibit a glazed appearance, and the 
matrix contains crystals of iron pyn'itos disseminated through it. 
The conglomerate stretches E.N.E. and dips S.S.E. at an angle of 
about 50°. Succeeding it and bounding the southern rim of the 
quarry is a bed of sandstone, which may also be detected a few feet 
beyond the quarry. That this rock is not similar to the bottom rock 
(granitoidite) is clear from the character of the bed, but to remove 
all shadow of doubt, I have procured a section of the rock for the 
microscope, and the result completely boars out the stratigraphical 
inference. Standing in the quarry, and facing towards the N.N.W. , 
the conglomerate is seen dipping down the rock-face towards the 
spectator, clinging as it were in patches to the underlying granitoidite 
so as to give an appearance of beds dipping to the S.W. It is 
much decomposed by the weather, and the pebbles may with ease 
be picked out. The rocks are much traversed by fissures, which 
frequently show slickensided surfaces indicating movement, and in 
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many instances small shifts may be detected by carefully tracing 
bands of rock across the fissures. Many of the cases of apparent 
passage proved on close examination to be the result of small faults 
bringing into intimate juxtaposition the conglomerate and granitoidite. 
The decomposition at the junctions in parts also rendered it difficult 
at first sight to make out the relations of the rocks, but after several 
hours’ careful examination of the section at different times, I enter- 
tain no doubt that the conglomerate is quite distinct from the 
granitoidite and belongs to a later period. 

At the eastern end of the quarry the typical granitoid rock is 
quarried, and it presents considerable variation in appearance in 
different parts of the quarry ; it is traversed at one spot by bands 
of white quartz, which might well have furnished the materials of 
the pebbles in the conglomerate. More than once in a N.E. 
direction these beds are again exposed, notably in a quarry between 
Tygwyn and Ysyuborwen. There the conglomerate is seen some- 
what coarser in character than in the Twt Hill quarry, alternating 
with beds of grit and sandstone and showing the same strike and 
dip. Pebbles pf jasper, quartzite and schist are rather more 
numerous here and the character of the bed is well shown. 

The evidence seems therefore clearly against the view that the 
conglomerate with its associated grits and sandstones is a part of the 
Pre-Cambrian granitoid series. On the other hand nothing hitherto 
said points conclusively to the base of the Cambrian as the true 
position of these beds. To the complete and final settlement of the 
matter it is necessary that either undoubted fossiliferous Cambrian 
beds should be traced down into the deposits in question, or better 
still that fossils should be found in the sandstones themselves 
overlying the conglomerate. Both these demands can, I believe, be 
satisfied. The evidence has been obtained in another district where 
the exposures are more numerous and the stratigraphical relations 
more readily made out than in Carnarvonshire. On two occasions 
last year I had the advantage of being conducted by Prof. Hughes 
over parts of Anglesea, where we found beds not distinguishable 
from those exposed at Twt Hill. I shall rt fer to three sections. 

1. On the shore in Dulas Bay, a few miles to the S.E. of Amlwch, 
black slates occur, in which we had the good fortune to discover 
Graptolites. These will be described in a forthcoming paper by 
Prof. Hughes. We traced the beds inland, and finally made a 
traverse across the strike with the object of finding if possible the 
basement conglomerate. The black slates we traced passing down 
into brown sandstones, and these into a conglomerate identical in 
petrological character with the Twt Hill conglomerate. It is well 
shown in a quarry at Penlon, about two miles due west of Traeth 
Dul£is. The appearance of the quarry is singularly like that at 
Twt Hill. The conglomerate, made up of quartz pebbles, rests on 
granitoid rock and passes up into brown sandstones. 

2. Dr. Callaway states in the Geological Magazine, for March, 
1880, p. 118, that near Nebo, two miles S.E. of Amlwch, he 
discovered in two quarries a quartzose conglomerate, ‘‘ lithologically 
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perfectly indistingnisliablc from the Twt Hill rock,” which he holds 
to be unconformahly overlaid by black Cambrian shales, and thus 
according to his view })roving the rre-Cambrian age of the grit. 
Jn company with Prof. Hughes, 1 visited these quarries towards the 
close of last year. We found the conglomerate and grit and the 
black shales against them, but saw no unconformability. The black 
shales crushed and broken at the junction are faulted against the 
conglomerate in the manner shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3. Section iu (iufiri'y \ E.S.E. of Xebo, Amlwch. 




/; f a 

a. Black slate, h. Joinh'd ami veined grit conglomerate in parts. /, Fault. 

In the larger quarry tlie grit and conglomerate are much traversed 
by joints running in the same direction as the fault, wliich joints 
might easily be mistaken for lines of bedding, and the shale would 
then appear to be resting on the “ upturned edges ” of the con- 
glomerate. These sections, therefore, do not bear out Dr. Callaway’s 
interpretation. 

8. About a mile and a quarter from Llanercbyrnedd, on the S.W. 
road, not far from Ihyngwallen, the granitoid series is exposed in a 
quarry on the 8. side of the road. On the opposite side, in a field, 
about 50 yards from the road, another quarry has been opened iu 
beds of grit and conglomerate. The latter is composed of pebbles 
of (]uartz, imbedded in a matrix containing crystals of pyrites, and 
resembles in all respects the conglomerates of Pen Ion, Neho, and 
Twt Hill. It passes up, as does the conglomerate in the other 
sections, into grit and sandstone. The sandstone only a few feet 
froin the coimlomerate iiielndes a fossiliferons band containing 
OrtJiides. This fixes the position of the sandstones and with them 
the quartz conglomerate into which they pass. Even if it be 
denied that this conglomerate and the Twt Hill conglomerate are 
identical in spite of their singular resemblance to one another, this 
discovery removes the only really strong a priori argument against 
referring the Twt Hill bed to the Cambrian series, viz. the absence 
of felsite pebbles. The Bryiigwallen conglomerate, which passes 
up into fossiliferons sandstone, is composed of pebbles of quartz, 
imbedded in a felspathic matrix and is not distinguishable in the 
field from the Twt Hill conglomerate. 

III. — HColian Sandstone. 

By T. Mellard Reade, C.E., F.G.S. 

A S bearing upon the subject of Mr. J. Arthur Phillips’s interest- 
ing and valuable paper in the last number of the Quarterly 
Journal of the Geological Society, entitled, “On the Constitution 
and History of Grits and Sandstones,” a description of a cliff section 
of blown sand now to be seen on the coast at Crosby may not be 
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■without value. The section in question, which attracted the attention 
of a local geologist, Mr. William Semmons, and mj^self, is at a point 
on the coast where the sea is encroaching upon the sand-dunes, and 
washing them away at the base leaves the face almost vertical. The 
resemblance of the sand to rock is most striking, presenting all those 
peculiarities of cross-bedding and lines of erosion we are familiar 
witli in some of the Triassic sandstones of the neighbourhood. 
During the last twelve years, in walks along the shore, 1 have often 
observed the laminations of the blown sand disclosed by denudation, 
but never so strikingly as in the present case. The beds not only 
display delicate laminations, but stand out in ribs and cornices, 
simulating Gothic mouldings in profile. On trying how so loose 
a material as blown sand could retain these projecting forms, I was 
surprised to find the projections comparatively hard and solid. On 
breaking a piece off, the reason became apparent ; for instead of the 
usually dr^'^ incoherent grains of sand, below the surface-skin the 
sand was quite damp. A very little addition of siliceous or 
calcareous cement would turn the mass into rock. 

The explanation is obvious. The late very wet winter has allowed 
the entire mass of the sand-hills to become saturated with moisture, 
and the water adhering to the grains gives them cohesion. The sea 
saps the base, and the wind acting upon the A^ertical face of the sand 
so produced, develoi^es the latent form of rock-structure contained 
within it. 

The microscope shows that the gi*ains are much rounded, but 
in this case not solely by wind action. There is no doubt that the 
grains of sand, before being finally built up into sand-dunes, are 
washed over the shore rvgaiii and again. They are blown over the 
shore at neaps in strong winds, and as often devoured again by the 
sea. AVe are also unaware of the initial shape of the grains, as 
I have no doubt they are primarily derived from the Triassic rocks, 
and secondarily in part from the drift. I’he rounding may therefore 
he the result of ages of abrasion. What wonder then that Mr. 
Pliillips finds that five miles of travel down stream did little or 
nothing towards rounding grains of siliceous sand ! 

Outside the estuary of the Mersey are great sand-banks, such as 
the Burbo Bank, continually shifting, yet preserving a certain 
permanence of form. Admiral Spratt, F.B.S., the Acting Con- 
servator of the Mersey, in his report for 1879, considers that the 
sand is continually travelling in great circles, in directions he 
particularly describes, round these banks. Here then is a great 
grinding mill for rounding the grains, as doubtless many of them 
have been on the banks before getting washed on to the shore. 

IV. — The Mammoth in Eukope.' 
iJy Henhy II. IIowoRTH, F.S.A. 

H aving considered the conditions under which the Mammoth 
lived in Siberia, we now propose to turn to the parallel 
problem in Europe, and to show that the mode of life was practically 
^ Contimied from the Geological Magazine, 1880, Decade TI. Vol. VIT. p. 661. 
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the same in both areas, and that the problem which has to be solved 
is virtually the same in both. 

It is true that in Siberia we find carcases of the Mammoth 
remaining with their flesh intact, a circumstance which is not known 
in Europe ; but this is entirely due to the fact that the ground in no 
part of Europe which has been sufficiently explored is frozen all 
the year round, so as to enable the soft ])arts of the Mammoth to 
be preserved. The country east of the White Sea, and between it 
and the great gulf of the Obi, may very possibly satisfy this con- 
dition ; but it is virtually a terra incognita in regard to its geolog 3 ^, 
and it is only recentl^^ that its superficial aspects have been oxamine<l 
with any attention, l^ilsewhere in Europe, the grouiirl in summer is 
not permanently frozen, and it therefore cannot preserve what is so 
subject to raj)id deca^" as the flesh of animals. But, although we 
have not the flesh itself, we have what is equivalent to it for our 
purpose, nainel^q the preservation of skeletons, with their various 
bones remaining in position, and under circumstances which make 
it clear that when buried they were clothed with flesh, just as the 
bodies in Northern Siberia were, and that it is only an absence of 
the requisite cold which has interfered with their complete preserva- 
tion. We find in Euro]Hi what we find in Central Siberia. There 
also the cold is not sufficient, and in consequence we have in that 
area no bodies with their flesh, but only skeletons. Such an one 
was that found by Messerschmidt on the river Tom, south of Tomsk, 
and referred to by Strahlenberg, and another referred to by the 
same author, found near Lake Tzana, between Tara and Tomskoi, 
which, from his account, still retained its articulations (Strahlen- 
berg, p. 401). 

To most of us it is difficult to realize how purely artificial the 
terms Europe and Asia are. How tlie^^ correspond to nothing, either 
in historical or physical geography. The Ural mountains form no 
frontier that has been of the slightest interest in histoiw, while as 
a ph^'sical formation they are of even less importance. I’heir 
moderate height and fre(pieut passes have formed no barriers, either 
botanical or zoological, and the country with its living facies is 
practically the same on both si<les of the chain. It is not a mere 
figure of speech b^*^ which my friend Mr. Seebohm, in describing his 
recent journey to the Betschora, calls that area “ Siberia in Europe.” 
Siberia, as a ph^^sical province, really begins with the great Polish 
jdain, and includes the monotonous levels of European Bussia. 
This being so, it is not remarkable that we should find in European 
Itussia, skeletons of Mammoths occurring under similar conditions 
to those of Siberia, and equivalent, as we have seen, if the conditions 
of climate were the same, to the occurrence of bodies with their 
flesh intact. The most important of these, and the one of whose 
discovery we have the greatest details, was found about the j’ear 
1846, near Moscow. The skeleton was found at Troitzkoe, not far 
from Khoroschowo, in the bed of a dried-up stream, which must 
once have fallen into the river Moskwa. It was described by Prof. 
Charles Kouillier, the then Secretary of the Imperial Society of 
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Naturalists. The skeleton was standing vertically, the fore-feet 
having sunk lower than the hind ones, and Brandt says that it 
must have sunk down in soft mud. His remaining remarks are so 
exactly what I would urge, that I prefer to quote them in the 
original as the words of a very skilled paleontologist. He says : 

Wiirde das Moskauer Governemeiit danials einen ewig gefroreren 
Boden besessen haben und noch bis anf heute besitzen ulinlich wie 
der Norden Siberiens, so wiirde das fi^agliche Maminnth wohl als 
ganzes Cadaver zum Yorschein gekominen seiii.” — Bulletin de la 
Soc. Imp. des Natur. de Moscou, vol. xi. part ii. p. 250. 

About 1826, according to a communication made by Pander to 
Brandt, there was found on the banks of a river near Petersburgh 
the skeleton of a Mammoth, which was also in an upright position 
(Bericht ueber die Yerhandl. Berliner Acad., 1840, pp. 225, 220). 
This skeleton may be paired with another discovered in 1775 at 
Swijatosski, 17 versts from St. Petersburgh, and which is mentioned 
by Bnfibn (see De BJainville, Osteograpliie, p. lOS). 

TiJesins mentions that a complete Munimoth’s skeleton was found 
at Struchof in the govejiimcnt of Kazan. 

In 1821, as appears from a letter written to Cuvier from St. 
Petersburgh, there were found, in the government of Woronej, two 
entire skeletons, wliose tusks, although broken, were many feet long. 
It was argued these were the remains of elephants brought to Knssia 
during the invasion of the Tartar, Mamai (Cuviei', Ossemens Possiles, 
vol. ii. p. 104). 

QVa veiling to another corner of Eurot^ean Kussia, Yon Nordmann 
mentions the discovery of a complete skeleton 40 versts from 
Odessa, seven fathoms under the ground, of wliich he secured a 
portion of a hip bone and two tarsi (Pal^eontologie Biidrusslands, 
p. 273). 

In Western Eussia, De Blainville reports the fishing up of the 
molar of a young animal zvifh other hones of the skeleton from the 
river Uscha, near the Obrinka, not far from Grodno (op, cit. p. 112). 

Hagenius (Beitrage zur kunde Preussens, vol. i. p. 56) reports 
how the illustrious “ Castellanus Sreinonsi liad informed him tliat a 
whole skeleton of an elephant was found at tlie town of Gruezno on 
the Yistula, which was broken to pieces by the peasants, but he 
secured part of a tusk (see Baer, de Eossilibus Mammalium reliquis, 
p. 13). 

In Germany several cases are known. Of these the most famous, 
perhaps, were the two skeletons found at Tonna, in the province of 
Gotha. One of them was discovered in 1696, and a femur with the 
head of another, a humerus, some vertebras and ribs, together with 
the skull, four molars, and two tusks were recovered. Tentzel 
described the remains in the 19th volume of the Philosophical 
Transactions, and proved, by an elaborate examination, against 
the views of the doctors of Gotha, that these bones were not 
lusus naturae, but the remains of an elephant. The perfection of 
the skeleton may be judged from TentzeFs words: ^‘Equidem 
nihil dubitare attinet, quin omnia reperta sunt ad absolvendum 
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Elepbanti sceleton necessaria ” (see Tentzel, Epist. de Sceleto 
Eleph., Phil. Trans, vol. xix. ; Cuvier, Ossemens Eossiles, 4th ed. 
vol. ii. pp. 81 — 84). 

A second skeleton described by Cuvier was discovered 50 feet 
from the former one. This was in a cramped and curved position, 
occupying a space 20 feet in length, the hind-feet being near the 
tusks. The latter had fallen out of the alveoles and were crossed 
(Cuvier, op. cii. p. 85). 

From the valley of the Oder we have the record in Yolkmann’s 
Silesia subterranea of the discovery of the bones of a giant in 
digging the foundation of a church at Leignitz. These bones, like 
similar bones from other sites, were probably those of a Mammoth. 

Brockman (Epist. itin. p. oO) mentions the finding of a skeleton 
of a Mammoth at Tiede, in the valley of the Ocker, a short 
distance from Wolfenbuttel, of which Leibnitz figured a molar tooth. 
Another skeleton was found at Osterode, at the foot of the Hartz, 
by Dr. Koenig. These finds are both mentioned by De Blainville, 
who adds that skeletons have also been found in the valley of the 
Unstrut (ep. cit. p. 119). Schlotheim mentions an entire skeleton of 
a Bhinoceros found in 1784 at Ballenstedt, which was broken by 
the worknum (Cuvier, ep. cit, p. 95). 

South Germany, with its mountainous contour, was not well 
adapted to the habits of the great pachyderms, and, like the 
mountainous district of Siberia, is not so fruitful in Mammoths’ 
remains as the more level country. We d fortiori^ therefore, do 
not meet with so many cases of skeletons or parts of skeletons 
found more or less intact. In 1605 a tusk with some Elephants’ 
bones were found near Halle, in Suabia ; the tusk still hangs in the 
church of Halle (Cuvier, op. cit. p. 95). Schlotheim, in his Connais- 
sance des Petrifactions, p. 5, speaks of a skeleton found near Passau, 
at the confluence of the Inn and Danube (see Cuvier, op. cit. p. 97). 
In 1807 many portions of an elephant’s skeleton well preserved 
w'ere found at Neustaedt or Yag Ugheli, on the Yag in Hungary (id. 
P2). 98, 99), A vertebra, teeth and ribs, forming no doubt 2)ortions 
of a similar skeleton, were I'ound in Syrmia between the Save and 
the river of Baczinco (id. yt. 99). 

When we travel into the Bhine-lands, we find ourselves in 
a district rich in remains of the Mammoth, and several skeletons 
are recorded as having been found there. 

In 1577 the skeleton of a so-called giant was found at Lucerne 
under an oak-tree which was overturned by a storm. Felix Plater, 
])rofcssor of medicine at Basle, described the bones as the remains 
of a giant, and designed a human skeleton nineteen feet high, to 
match the bones, of which a jucture is still preserved in the Jesuits’ 
College at Lucerne. On it is an inscription giving a list of the 
bones. These bones were seen by Blurnenbach, and recognized as 
those of an elej)hant (Cuv. op. cit. pp. 72, 73). 

In the year 7 of the first Kejmblic, an almost complete skeleton 
was found at Yendenheim, a short distance from Strasburgh, in an 
outlier of the Yosges. A few years earlier, another skeleton was 



202 


H, H. Hoivorth — The Mammoth in Europe, 


found at Eppi^, ei^ht leagues below Strasburgh, also in the Vosges 
(id. p. 127; De Blainville, p. 74). An entire skeleton witlj two 
tusks is reported by De Blainville as having been found under 
vegetable soil close to the walls of Stuttgart, on the Neckar, in 
Wurtemberg. Merk describes the various bones of an elephant 
found together at Erfelden in Darmstadt. 

But it is when we reach the alluvial flats of the Low Countries 
that we find, as we should expect, the most notable examples 
of what we are describing. Lulof speaks of a tooth and many 
bones of an elephant found in the valley of the Yssel, near Zutphen 
(Cuv. pp. 79, 80). 

In 1G43 an entire skeleton was disinterred at Bruges by Otho 
Sperling, of which a femur still remains in the Danish Collection 
(Cuv. pp. 68, 69). Two entire skeletons with molar teeth and tusks 
were found in digging the Canal from Brussels to Knpemonde, near 
Yilvorden (De Blainville, p. 130). In 1742 a skeleton was found in 
marl, half a league from Ostend (id.). 

It was in February, 1860, however, that the most important 
discovery of this kind took place in Belgium, namely, at Lierre, 
between Antwerp and Malines, where the bones of a Mammoth 
were discovered, and secured. These remains were described in 
the Bulletin of the Belgian Academy (2nd ser. vol. ix. pp. 405 
and 436). The magnificent skeleton possessed by the Ro^uil 
Museum at Brussels, and which gives to that collection such 
importance in the eyes of j)f*'heontologists, proves liow rich this 
de]>osit was. 

In Britain the remains of the Mammoth liave, for the most part, 
been found detached and separate; but this has not been universally 
so, the great skeleton, thirty feet long, found at Harwich in a 
decayed condition, being a notable instance to the contrary. 

In France we have several examples to quote. It nnist bo re- 
membered that until comjiaratively recently, when skeletons of 
a large size, and which were in all probability tljose of Mammoths, 
were discovered, they were attributed to giants, and that from early 
times the discoveries of such giants are not infrequently roj)orted ; 
in fact, a very large series of such examples was collected by Cuvier. 
A typical specimen is the one mentioned by l^hlegon, of Tralles, 
who described a body of an immense size exposed by an earthquake 
near the Cimmerian Bosphorus, whose bones were thrown into the 
Maeotis. 

One of the most interesting of these so-called giants was dis- 
covered at Langon, near Romans, in Lower Dauphiny, in France, in 
the reign of Louis XIIL, which led to a great dispute, in which it 
was argued fiercely hy some learned doctors that the bones were 
those of Teutoboccus, the king of the Teutons and Cimbri, defeated 
by Marius in 150 b.c. They were opposed by Riolan, who argued 
that they belonged to an Elephant. These bones naturally ])ecame 
precious, and w’ere preserved by the proprietors of Langon, and 
through the influence of De Blainville they were eventually 
deposited in the Paris Museum, and shown to be those of the 
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Mammoth (see Gervais, Zoologie et Paleontologie Fran^aise, pp. 
33-34). 

A skeleton of a Mammoth was found on the right bank of the 
Lower Khone near Lavoulte in the department of Ardeche. It was 
almost entire, and was described by Soulaire (Hist. Nat. de la France, 
vol. ii. p. 198). Another almost entire skeleton, with the remains of 
other animals, is described in the Bull, of the Geol. Soc. of France, 
(2nd ser. vol. xxii. p. 414), as having been found at Trosly Loire, 
west of Coucy le Chateau, in a cavity in the chalk. 

Cuvier (pp. cit. vol. ii. p. 155) mentions the finding in August, 
1824, of portions of the skeleton of an elephant on a hill separating 
the Khone and Saone. 

Lastly, we may quote in his own words an interesting passage 
from a communication made by M. Baillon, correspondent of the 
Natural History Museum ; speaking of his discoveries at Menche- 
court, he says of some of the bones : “ Ils y sont entiers, sans brisure 
ni frottement, et il est probable quits etaient encore articules quand 
ils ont tie reconverts. J’y ai trouve un membre posterieur de Khino- 
ceros dont les os t'daient encore dans leur situation relative ordinaire. 
Ils ont du etre joints par des ligaments et meme entoures de muscles 
a Tepoque de leur enfouissement. Le squelette entier du meme 
animal gisait a peu de distance. J’ai remarque que toutes les fois 
qu’on rencon trait des ossements disposes de cette maniere et pour 
ainsi dire, encore articules on trouvait egalement que le sable 
formait sur un de lours cotes un agglomeration tres dure ’’ (Bull. 
Geol. Soc. of France, 2nd ser. vol. xxi. p. 40). The agglomeration 
of hard sand mentioned in the concluding sentence seems to point to 
the carcase having decayed close by and thus given a more or less 
cohesive texture to the inclosing material. 

I do not propose to travel into Italy or Spain, where our problem 
becomes complicated by our entering another zoological province, 
which in fact we partially do in France and England, where, as Sir 
Charles Lyoll and Mr. Dawkins long ago pointed out, we are on the 
verge where two such provinces more or less overlap, and we conse- 
quently meet with forms — Elephas aniiqunSj Rhinoceros leptorhiims, 
and Hippopotamus major — wliich are not found further to the north- 
east. We do not profess in this paper to give a complete list of the 
skeletons of the great pachyderms that have occurred in Europe. 
Ours lias necessarily been but a casual gleaning ; but the cases cited 
will suffice to show that such skeletons have been found in all parts 
of the European continent, from the Urals to the Western limits of 
the occurrence of Mammoth remains, and have not been so infre- 
quent nor so limited as to locality as some have supposed. In 
addition to the skeletons of the pachyderms, we might have quoted 
a catena of examples of the occurrence of skeletons more or less 
complete of the lesser mammals, which prove the same facts, e.g. 
the cases of the numerous entire skeletons of the Irish Elk found in 
Ireland and the Isle of Man, and of the perfect skeletons of Marmots 
found at Aix-la-Chapelle, and Fisherton in Somersetshire. Cuvier 
reports the discovery of a fossil skeleton of a horse at Berg, near 
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Canstadt (0. F. p. 94), of skeletons of the Red-deer at Wiedikow, 
Flurlingen, and Oeniiigen, of the Bos primi genius, in Hanover, and 
similar oases might of course be quoted at considerable length. The 
museum at Lund in Sweden alone supplying excellent materials. 

These examples will, however, suffice to show how very general 
the preservation of intact skeletons corresponding under other 
climatic conditions to the bodies preserved with their flesh intact 
in Siberia is in Europe. 

As in Siberia, the great majority of the remains of Mammoths no 
doubt consist of scattered bones, and of these such a number has 
been discovered that it would occupy a folio to describe them. I 
will here only call attention to two or three examples, which seem 
to point to some generalizations on the limits of distribution of the 
Mammoth in Europe having to bo reconsidered. 

It was long ago observed that the borders of the Baltic are much 
less fertile in Mammoth remains than those of the North Sea, and 
they do not in fact seem to have occurred in sone large districts 
bordering upon it. At all events they are not named b}^ Eichwakl as 
occurring in Livonia, nor are they named from Ingria or LithuaniM. 
It is therefore natural that when we get further north than this it 
should be concluded that they do not occur at all. Thus it has been 
asserted that the Mammoth has not occurred in Scandinavia. 

Scandinavia and Finland have in some respects virtually the same 
physical features. Now Cuvier expressly tells us that he received 
a lower molar tooth of a Mammoth, which had ])een found in 
Ostro-Botlinia in Finland, from M. Quesnel, who was in charge of 
the Natural Historj^ Collection at Stockholm. He refers further to 
some gigantic bones disinterred at Falkenberg in the province of 
Halland in Sweden in 17^13 by M. Daebeln, and of which he gave 
figures in the Act. Acad. Nat. Cur. o, tab. 5. Cuvier says that these 
figures apparently represent the first rib and carpal bone of an 
elephant. 

In Denmark remains of the l\rammoth, although infrequent, have 
certainly occurred. A tooth was exhibited at the Congress of Anthro- 
pology at Copenhagen in 1809, which was found near Odense, and 
M. Valdemar Schmidt, who exhibited it, said a small number of 
other teeth found in different j^arts of Denmark are preserved in the 
Zoological Museum attached to the University (Comptes Rendu, p. dl). 

A more curious locality is Iceland, which is rej)orted in a memoir 
by Thomas Bartholin, in an early number of the Copenhagen 
Academy, where we read of a molar tooth sent by Resenius from 
Iceland, and given by him to the University of Copenhagen. It is 
described as jietrified like flint, and we are told that Sir Hans Sloane 
had a similar tooth whose origin was unknown (see Cuvier, O. F. 
p. 117). It ought to be added that De Blainville has suggested that 
these teeth perhaps belonged to the Mastodon, whose teeth often 
have this flinty texture. It is quite clear that the physical con- 
figuration of both Scandinavia and Finland, as in the cases , of the 
North of Scotland and of Brittany, would make these areas uncon- 
genial to the Mammoth. Just as the thick forests which then 
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probably covered Ireland, and were the favourite retreats of the 
Megacerofi, were also uncongenial to it, so that its remains are very 
rare there ; but it is important to remember that the reasons for its 
rarity in these areas were topographical and not climatic ones. 

We saw that one of the curious features of the distribution of 
the extinct mammals in the surface deposits of Siberia was their 
occurrence in immense hecatombs, in which the bones of various 
animals are mixed together pell-mell. The very same thing occurs 
also in Europe. Your readers are familiar enough with the famous 
deposit found at Canstadt, in Wurtemberg, in 1700. Eeisel says 
that more than sixty tusks from this deposit were sent to the 
Pharmacy of the Court, to be used as fossil Unicorns’ bones. In 
this great deposit the bones and teeth lay in a confused mass in 
a deposit of yellow brick earth, containing fresh- water shells. Many 
of the remains from this deposit are now at Stuttgardt, and include 
Elephant, Khinoceros, Horse, Deer, Oxen, and small Carnivora. In 
1816 another great depot or cache of the same kind was discovered 
at Seel berg, about 600 paces from Canstadt, on the other side of the 
Neckar, and excavations were systematically carried on. In twenty- 
four hours, twenty-one teeth and parts of teeth, and many bones, 
were found ; on the second day, thirteen tusks, placed close together, 
with many molars. The greater part of the tusks from this site, 
although they had lost their alveolar portion and their points, were 
eight feet long, the molars were from two inches to a foot in length, 
and some were found still adhering to the jawbones. The tusks 
were much curved. As in l <00, the Elephants’ remains were found 
mixed with those of the Khinoceros, Horse, Stag, Bear, etc. (Cuvier, 
O. F. pp. 86-92). 

In 1817 M. Berger, of Brunswick, found an immense depot of 
bones and tusks of Elephants mixed with the bones of Rhinoceros, 
Horses, Cattle, and Deer, in the district of Lindenberg, on the Ocker. 
Eleven tusks and thirty molars were clearly distinguished as those 
of the Mammoth (id. pp. 101-102). 

In the reign of Peter the Great an immense mass of Elephants’ 
bones, with those of other animals, were found at Kostynsk, near 
Voronej, on the Don, in Russia. They were attributed by the Tzar 
to the campaigns of Alexander the Great {id. p. 122). 

(To he conthiued in our m\rt Number.) 

V. — On Tiik Glaciation of the Shetlands.' 

By David Milne Home, F.R.S.E., F.G.S. 

I N the February Number of the Geological Magazine, there is an 
article by Messrs. B. N. Peacli and J. Horne, answering the doubts 
expressed by me regarding the soundness of their views on this 
subject. 

These doubts, after a perusal of their interesting paper in the 
Quarterly Journal of the London Geological Society for November, 

^ Being the reply of Mr. Milne Home to the answei*s by Messrs. B. N. Peach and 
J. Horne, of the Scotch Geological Survey, to his criticism of their paper on the 
Glaciation of the Shetlands. 
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1879 (of which paper they had courteously sent to me a copy). I 
thought it allowable, in mj’ annual Address as President, ot the 
Edinburgh Geological Society, to express, as bearing on an important 
question of Scotch Geology. 

Messrs. Peach and Horne, not acquiescing in my criticisms, have, 
in the article to which I refer, as they were entitled to do, given 
explanations on some of the points noticed by ino; and I now desire 
to say, how far I am satisfied, or not satisfied, with their explanations. 

1. On one point I am of course satisfied. I had demurred to 
the astounding declaration in their paper, that the land-ice which 
glaciated Scotland could only have come from Scandinavia ” (page 
809). 

These gentlemen explain that, “owing to an unfortunate printer’s 
error, the word Scotland in the foregoing sentence has been sub- 
stituted for Shetland^' — “an error (they add) self-evident to any 
ordinary reader after a careful perusal of the context.” 

I at once accept the explanation ; but when it is said that to any 
ordinary reader the error was self-evident, I must be allowed to 
reply that the context did not, and even now does not, manifest the 
mis-print to me. 

2. The more important question is, wliether there be sufficient 
evidence in the paper to support the theory originally started by 
Dr. Croll, and warmly advocated by his colleagues in the Survey, 
that the Shetlands were “ over-ridden ” and “ smothered ” by a 
Scandinavian Ice- sheet. 

(1). They state that the arrival, impact, and progress of this 
Ice-sheet on the Islands, is indicated by numerous stria: on tho 
rocks. Along the whole Eastern Seaboard of the Islands, the striae 
show, it is said, a movement of the ice from N.N.E. or N.E. ; but 
that, after “ impinging on the Islands,” and “ reaching the crest of 
the Mainland, it was deflected by the opposing high ground,” “ and 
as it left the Mainland, it veered round towards the N.W. and 
N.N.W.” (page 796). This remarkable . phenomenon is again 
described thus : — “ The Ice-sheet abutted on the Eastern Seaboard 
of Shetland with a S.S.W. and S.W. trend ; and after reaching the 
crest of the Mainland, it swung round to the N.N.W. and N.W.” 
(page 790), in order, as is afterwards explained, to ** follow the pa ^7* 
of least resistance” (page 809). 

Among the places on the Eastern Seaboard, where the direction 
of the striae is given, there is the Island of Unst, at the north end 
of the group. The exact direction of the striae there is thus stated : — 
“Along the Eastern Seaboard of TJnst, the direction of the ice- 
markings varies from W. to W. 20° S. From Norwich to Harolds- 
wick, numerous striae occur on the cliff-heads, running W. to W. 
20® S. ; some of which were found on the top of a cliff 500 feet 
high ; while in the southern parts of the island the average trend is 
W. 30® S.” 

I stated in my Address that considerable doubt must be felt as to 
the correctness of these statements, on account of the discordant 
testimony of Mr. Peach, senior, who, at the special request of 
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Sir Koderick Murchison, examined the Shetlands as regarded their 
glaciation, and had made a special report thereon to the British 
Association in 1864. Now, nothing can be more distinct and decided 
than Mr. Peach’s observations on the striations and corresponding 
transport of drift in Unst. As I did not in my Address deem it 
necessary to quote all tliat Mr. Peach stated, I hope I may be 
allowed to do so now. He says that, “in Haroldswick Bay (on the 
East Coast of Unst), he found a thick deposit of clay, in which 
polislied and striated stones were plentiful. Part of the deposit had 
recently slipped off the rock, and here the markings were so splendidly 
shown, as if the grating masses had passed over it only a few days 
before. The direction of the strice was nearly W.N.W. and E.S.E.’* 
Mr. Peach then goes on to say, that he “ ascended Ileog Hill, which 
sloped up from the spot just mentioned, to the height of 500 feet,” 
and there, as before, he found “ the W.N. W, end, vertical and polished 
to the depth of at least lUOfeeC^ “The hills to the north of Heog 
Hill slope down towards it; and down these, no doubt, the crushing 
agents came. The vertical and storm side of Heog Hill had 
evidently resisted a portion of the destroyer, and turned the greater 
part on its western flank, and thus the main body passed down the 
valley towards Haroldswick, as evinced by the greater destruction 
there than on the eastern side.” 

This statement by Mr. Peach, senior, these gentlemen seem to 
have felt to be so serious a contradiction of their statements, that, 
after seeing niy Reference to it, they applied to Mr. Peach, and 
obtained from him a letter, dated November, 1880, which they 
embody in their answers, and which, they say, “enables us to account 
/or the discordance between the recorded observations of Mr. C. W. 
Peach and ourselves.” I confess I cannot see how this letter accounts 
for the discordance. On the contrary, it only proves the discordance, 
and shows it to be unaccountable. Mr. Peach, in his letter, says, 
“ I send you a copy of my paper on Shetland, in which I stated that 
the strise on the Heog Hill, Unst, run nearly W.N.W. and E.S.E. 
In the closing sentence of that paper, I also stated that my bearings 
are by compass, no allowance having been made for variation. Since 
I wrote that paper, having seen much more of the glaciation of 
Scotland, and thought more about it, I have seen cause to alter my 
opinion as to the direction of the drift .... 1 now feel quite satisfied 
that, although I noticed the bearings of the strice right, I was wrong 
as to the direction of the drifV^ 

Messrs. Peach and Horne, commenting on this letter, observe, 
that when allowance is made for magnetic variation, Mr. Peach’s 
bearings would be, not W.N.W., as stated by him, but “ nearly E. 
and W., as noted by us.” This remark I don’t understand ; for, as 
the compass in Shetland, in the year 1864, stood 24° to the west of 
true north, Mr. Peach’s observation, by true bearing, indicate N.AV., 
and not due E. and W. 

But the more material point is this — Messrs. Horne and Peach, 
judging by the striae in Unst, stated that the Ice-movement was 
from the eastward* Mr. Peach, senior, on the other hand, saw that 
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it was from the westward^ as indicated not only by what he calls the 
splendid strm on the rocks at Haroldswick, but by observing that 
the storm'" side of Heog Hill was on its W.N.W. side, and was 
polished on that side, for no less than 150 feet from its top. 

True, Mr. Peach says he has now altered his opinion as to the 
direction of the drift in Shetland. Had this alteration of opinion arisen 
from another and a recent examination by Mr. Peach, senior, of 
the locality, it would have been conclusive. Put Mr. Peach explains 
that this alteration has arisen from his having, since making his 
Report to Sir Roderick Murchison and the Pritish Association in 
1864, seen much more of the glaciation of Scotland, and thought 
more about it.” Now, his seeing and thinking more of the glaciation 
of Scotland since he made that report, cannot alter the facts which 
he allows he saw in Shetland ; and which incontestably prove the 
Ice-movement there to have been from the north-westward. 

JJnst, however, is not the only island where a discordance exists 
between Mr. Peach’s observations of the strife and those of Messrs. 
Peach and Horne. ]\Ir. Peach, senior, examined Whalsay, a small 
island situated a few miles to the east of tlie Mainland ; and there- 
fore one of the first spots which would be passed over by the alleged 
Scandinavian Ice-sheet. Messrs. Peach and Horne say of this island, 
that on both sides of it, there are striations sliowing fin average 
movement towards S. 28^ W. On the other hand, Mr. I’each, senior, 
says that, not satisfied with taking the direction of the striae at 
places where he found the rocks exposed, he removed the drifted 
clay and stones,* in order to obtain a fresh surface ; and the scratches 
at all the places (he says) “run nearly east and west,” — which, 
by true bearings, would be E.S.E. and W.N.W. Here, again, is 
discordance between IVIr. Peach, senior, and the authors of the paper. 

Going farther south, viz. to Lerwick, Bressay Island, and the long 
peninsular tongue of low-lying land, called Sandwich and Conings^ 
hurgh, we find strife marked on the map attached to the paper, 
showing Ice-movements from the N.W. These discordant markings 
Messrs. Peach and Horne ascribe to local glaciers ; of which glaciers, 
however, as it seems to me, there is not the slightest evidence, or 
even possibility, considering the want of high hills or valleys to have 
formed them. 

Therefore, as regards the strife on the Eastern Seaboard of the 
Shetland s, it distinctly appears that, so far from confirming the 
theory of an invasion of an Ice-sheet from the N.E., most of these 
striae are at right angles to that direction. 

If next we turn to the Western Seaboard of the Islands, do we 
find any proof of the extraordinary statement that the Ice-sheet, 
when it impinged on the Islands, “ veered ” or “ sicung round ” to a 
N.W. direction ? Messrs. Peach and Horne suggest a presumption in 
favour of this evolution, by sfiying, that thereby the Ice-sheet would 
“ follow the path of least resistance'" But how can this be ? If the 
Ice-sheet came from Scandinavia, it would be about 400 miles long. 
If it enveloped and overtopped “ both the Orkneys and the Shetlands ” 
(as Dr. Croll supposed, p. 779), it must have had a breadth of at least 
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200 miles ; and its minimum thickness ” is alleged (p. 809) to have 
been GOOD feet. Now this huge mass, it is said, when it impinged on 
the Shetlands, and reached the crest of the Mainland, “was deflected 
by the of)p()sing high ground,” and in order to “ follow the path of 
least resistance,” swung I’ound to the N.W. The Shetlands form a 
group whose axis is by E. and S. by W. If it be possible to 
imagine, that a body of ice of the above gigantic dimensions, bearing 
down on these Islands from the N.E., could have its course changed 
by impinging on them, so as to seek the path of least resistance, its 
progress would have been along the Eastern Seaboard of the Islands 
in a (liroction S. by W., and not across the backbone of the Islands 
in a N.W. direction. 

No presumption therefore arises in favour of a N.W. movement 
of the Ice-sheet in respect of the mathematical reason assigned. 
But perhaps the observed facts support this N.W. theory ? The very 
reverse. In the majority of cases where strim were observed and 
recorded, IMessrs. Peach and Horne have honestly confessed in their 
text and their map that the strim do not show a N.W. direction, 
«and they have taxed their ingenuity to explain the discordance, 
without having to give up Dr. Croll’s Ice-sheet. 

For example, in North Mavine, one of the Westerly Islands, they 
allow, that there are two sets of strias, “ one pointing S. 40® W., 
belonging to the primary glaciation, the other S. 30'" E., produced 
b}^ later glaciers moving down the Bay.” But for this supposed 
primary glaciation — i.e. by Dr. Croll’s Ice-sheet — the striie should 
be W.N.W. ; and if a local glacier is required for the other set of 
strim, there is no hill or valley pointed out, where one could have 
been formed. 

On another part of the same island, strim still more discordant 
occur, and of which the following curious explanation is offered (p. 
792) : — “Near Fethaland Point two sets of strim were observed, which 
clearly prove the general movement of the ice during the primary 
glaciation, and at the same time a separate movement of the lower 
portions of the mass, caused by an undertow. On the headland north 
of the fishing village, the striie run N.W. and N. 20® W. ; while on 
the south of the bay, about a mile from the fishing station, the 
markings on the cliff-heads point N. G® W. — N. 10® E., N. 20® W. ; — 
indicating a varying movement in a northerly direction. On ascend- 
ing the polished slope which overlooks the foregoing examples, the 
direction is S. lO'^' — 35® W. This divergence is readily {sic) accounted 
for, b^" supposing that the lower current moved in a north and N.W. 
direction ; while on the slopes of the ridge, the upper current moved 
towards the S.W., in harmony with the general movement along the 
Eastern Seaboard of the Mainland.” 

A more extraordinary physical phenomenon it is hardly possible 
to conceive than what is here described, viz. that at the place men- 
tioned, this great mer de glare sidit and separated into two currents — 
one on the top of the other, and then flowed at right angles to one 
another. No suggestion is made as to the cause which could lead to 
such a phenomenon. 

DECADB II. — VOL. VIII. — NO. V. 
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(2). Having thus shown that the direction of the stricB does not 
favour the advent of this great mer de glace from the N.E., nor its 
course across the islands to the N.W., let me notice shortly the 
statements in the paper, that the Erratics and Drift in the Islands 
confirm that theory. 

As regards Unst , — where Messrs. Peach and Horne say the carry 
of the Boulders was across the island from the East to the West 
Coast, — the facts stated by Mr. Peach, seniory and not affirmed to be 
incorrect, are distinctly against that view. 

A similar discordance exists in the Island of Bressayy which is 
also on the Eastern Seaboard. On it Messrs. Peach and Homo 
allow they found erratics which had come from the N.W. — brought, 
as they suggest, by the local glaciers of the IMainland ; — of which 
glaciers, however, I respectfully repeat that I see no evidence given 
in the paper. 

Therefore, neither at Unst nor at Bressay is the direction of the 
drift ill accordance with Messrs. Peach and Horne’s theory, which 
rec|uires a movement from the eastwards. 

Then, when the position of the Boulders found on the Western 
Seaboards is examined, they certainly do not show transport from 
the S.E. — which is stated to have been there the movement of 
the mer de glace across the islands. IMessrs. Peach and Horne say 
that the occurrence of these Boulders in the drifts on the West 
Coast, and as erratics on the hill tops, is due to the same cause, viz. 
to the westerly movement of the great mer de glacey w'hich was 
powerful enough to over-ride the watershed” (p. 804). 

The authors of the paper, though they refer in a footnote to 

Hibbert’s admirable volume on the Shetland Islands,” curiously 
enough, omit notice of the Boulders which he observed on the 
Western Seaboards, and of the ojnnion he expressed as to the 
quarter from which they came. Thus, ho says (Edin. Journ. of 
Science for 1831, vol. \v. p. 8G), that in the “small Island of Pajja 
Stour f composed of sandstone and secondary porphyry, “ numerous 
fragments are found, even in the interior of the island, of a peculiar 
and very beautiful hornblende schist and actinolite schist, which is 
nowhere to be met with in this Archipelago, except at Hilswick 
Kess — a distance, when measured across the Bay of St. Magnus, of 
at least 12 miles. I also found that, besides these fragments, relics 
of other distant primary rocks were strewed about, less easily, 
however, to be identified than those which I have described.” 
Dr. Hibbert adds, that if he is correct in believing that these 
schist blocks came across St. Magnus Bay from Hilswick, the agent 
which transported them moved from N. 47° E., a direction at right 
angles to the direction of the alleged Scandinavian Ice-sheet 

It appears that this same Island of Papa Stour was visited by 
Professor Geikie ; and he too was struck with the number on it of 
“transported blocks of gneiss, schist, and other rocks foreign to 
the locality,” thus confirming Dr. Hibbert’s testimony as to the 
occurrence of Boulders there, transported from some distant point ; 
— though he does not indicate the quarter from which they had 
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jorobably come, beyond mentioning that the striae on the rocks 
pointed N. 5° W.^ (Nature, vol. xvi. p. 414). 

Dr. riibbert refers also to a transported Boulder on the summit of 
Hilswich Ness ; — ‘‘a surprising block of granite removed from a 
rock, the nearest site of which is about 2 miles north (Edin. Journ. 
of Science, vol. iv. p. 89). 

Again, in ascending Boeness Hill^ composed of red granite, 
I was struck with the immense quantity of Boulders of a ])rimary 
greenstone, which appear to have been removed from a site two 
or three miles off, and to have been I’olled in a southerly or south- 
westerly direction up a gradual ascent of three or four miles ” (Edin. 
Journ. of Science, vol. iv. ]>. 89). 

If Messrs. Pcacli and Ilorne knew of these cases recorded by 
Ilibbert, which are so discordant to their theor}', why have they 
omitted to take special notice of them ? 

I may mention one other example, given in the Second Beport 
of the Edinburgh Royal Society Boulder Committee. The Island 
of FonJa is the most westerly of all the Shetlands, being about 
20 miles from the nearest coast. It is said to be composed of Old 
Red Sandstone (Statistical Account of Scotland, vol. xv. p. 20). 
Mr. Russell, Schoolmaster, sent to the Committee a Return ’’ stating 
that there were on the island seven Boulders, some of granite, others 
of gneiss — two of 2 tons weight each — the others from 3 to o cwt. 
lie suggested that the granite blocks came across the sea from 
Culswick, and the gneiss blocks from Delling, places bearing from 
Foula N.E. It is added that from the middle of the island, at 
a height of 700 feet, granite and gneiss drift occurs as far as the 
south end of the isLand. 

These statements by Mr. Russell are quite at variance with the 
alleged movement of the Scandinavian Ice-sheet in the Western Sea- 
board ; and, moreover, at variance with the striations given by the 
authors of tlie paper, which they represent as being “ in Foula N.W. 
and W. 30" N.’’ (p. 794). 

I>eft)re leaving the subject of erratics, I must be excused for 
reminding Messrs. Peach and Horne that they have not ansAvered or 
taken notice of the remark made in iny Adtlress, in reference to 
their repeated notices of Boulders, perched on the ridges and even on 
the tops of the highest hills ” (])p. 804-7). How is it possible to 
explain this fact on the supposition of a great mer de glace, which 
overrode the whole islands and “ smothered them in ice ” ? Surely 
the effect of such an agency would be to sweep off from ridge and 
hill-top every particle of rubbish, — smooth the rocks, and leave no 
Boulders on them. 

(3). The result of this examination of the stiaa? and transported 
Boulders in Shetland, seems to me to show, that the agency to which 

* This direction differs from tlint given by Messrs. Peach and TTorne, who state 
that “in Papa Stour, the trend is N. or N. 28'" AV.” Messrs. Peach and Horne 
could not have been aware of, or must have forgotten these remarks by Professor 
Geikie, when they state that “he carefully avoids expressing any opinion regarding 
the direction of the glaciation of these islands ” (Geol. Mag. for Feb., p. 68). 
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are to be attributed can be neitber a i^reat Scandinavian Tee- 
sheet, nor local glaciers. As Dr. Croll observes (“ Climate and Time,” 
p. 401), when referring to Shetland glaciation, the islands have no 
hills or valleys to form a gathering ground for glaciers ; and even if 
in these islands glaciers could have been formed, tlie}” never could 
have crossed seas, with a depth of 50 or GO fathoms, and for distances 
of from 12 to 20 miles, carrying Doublers and drift. The circum- 
stances of the case seem ratlier to point to a time, when the islands 
were submerged in a sea with floating-ic(% which, by the action of 
tides and currents, rafted fragments of rocks and rubbish from 
one island to another. 

I very much regret if, in this my reply, I have said things wliich 
are disagreeable to the authors of this ])aper, especially considering 
the praiseworthy labour they bestowed, during four successive years, 
in examining the geology of these islands. Had the questions raised 
been merely as to the proper nomenclature of certain rocks, or of the 
fossils in them, there would not have l)een the same necessit}^ for 
criticism. But the theoiy they have advocated regarding glaciation 
by this Scandinavian Ice-sheet, must, if true, entail imj)ortant 
geological conclusions. The authors of the ])aper speak of the 
“ merit ” of Dr. Croll in having suggested this theory ; and they 
probably went to the Shetlands so strongly prepossessed in favour 
of it, as to feel it to be alike a duty and a pleasure to gather facts 
tending to support the theory, and to sujjply arguments, and 
suggest ingenious hypotheses, with the view of obviating objections. 
They merely adopted Dr. CrolFs theory, and he is more responsible 
for it than they are. 

YI. — Volcanic History of Ickland. 
by Wm. George Lock. 

L ooking carefully through Ilerra Thoroddsen’s researchful and 
excellent paper, with the above heading, published in the 
October (1880) Number of the Geological Magazine, I notice 
that two or three errors have crept in. 

The most important oversight is Danish measure being given as 
English,thus the area of the large central lava-desert, the Odd^aJiraun, 
is given at “sixty geograpliical square miles,” whereas its real area 
is at least 1400 English square miles ; while the area of Askja, the 
crater of a large volcano in the centre of the lava-desert, is given 
at “ one square geographical mile,” whereas it is at least twenty- 
three English square miles. 

Having visited Aslcja twice, the first time in 1878, and again last 
summer, I should like to say a word or two about it, as nothing 
like an intelligible description of the volcano has, as yet, been 
published in English ; and scientific men, therefore, have no idea of 
the magnitude and exact position of one which, as recently as 1875, 
erupted such a vast quantity of pumice and ash, that over 2000 
square miles of country were covered to a depth varying from 
several feet to two inches ; a lava-flood bursting forth, presumably 



TF. G. Locke — Volcanic Hidorij of Iceland, 213 

from a rift in a subterranean channel connected with the volcano, 
at a spot distant therefrom twenty-five miles. I compute the bulk 
of the lava-flood that then issued at oG,000 of millions of cubic feet, 
the bed being between twelve and thirteen miles in length, from one 
to three in breadth, and varying in thickness from 300 to 37 feet. 

It may be remembered that Mr. Wm. Lord Watts was the first 
Englishman, and indeed the first stranger, to visit Askja, and that he 
was so fortunate as to do so during the 1875 eruption. Upon his 
return he gave a short, but very imperfect, description of the 
volcano in a paper read before the Koyal Geographical Society, 
likewise in a little work entitled Across the Vatna Jokull.” Mr. 
Watts’s imperfect description is not to be wondered at, exploration 
being next to impossible at the time of his visit, immense masses 
of the mountain breaking away beneath his very feet. However, 
notwithstanding that five years have ela])sed, it is the only account 
of the volcano that has been published in this country. 

Mr. Watts s])eaks of Adcja being inclosed with “ sections of 
mountains,” and Herra Thoroiblsen writes that the Dyugjufjoll are 
“a complex of mountain-peaks rising up to 4500 feet high, inclosing 
the circularly formed valley called Askja.^^ 

This description does not convey a correct idea of those mountains, 
and Askja. Tiie DlfngjifjoU {fjoll plural ot'fjall = to tlie 'S ovsk fjeld) 
is the name given to a large mountain, whose outer circumference, at 
an altitude of 3500 feet (where it rises somewhat abru2>tly from a 
gentle slope formed of a succession of lava-flows which welled forth, 
in all ])robability, from Askja before the higher part of the moun- 
tain, which now incloses that crater, was built up by the upheaval of 
the masses of tuff and basaltic-lavas of which it is composed), exceeds 
twenty-four English miles, and a number of comparatively small 
semi-detached peaks stretching northward for several miles from 
the chief of the group. Within this large mountain lies Askja, 
which is unmistakably a crater ; if being the outlet of a volcanic 
vent whence lava-flood after lava-flood has issued, both before and 
since the higher parts of the mountain were built up around the 
outlet, entitles such a place to that name. 

The present floor of the crater consists of rugged beds of lava 
that have forced their way through earlier and more evenly deposited 
ones, and lies somewhat over 2200 feet above the level of the plain, 
1500 feet, in which the mountain 8tands=3700 feet above sea-level ; 
and the crater’s encircling mountain-wall is broken by gaps to the 
level of the surface lava in AsJc/a in two places only ; there is 
nowhere a gap or break in the mountain from the floor of Askja to 
the level of the plain of the O' dd^ahraun to divide it into sections, 
therefore it is really a mountain, not a compound of mountains, and 
is indeed so shown upon the Danish map of Iceland published 
last year. The crater’s encircling mountain-wall rises abruptly 
from the surface lava to heights varying from 800 to 1500 feet,= 
4500 to 5200 feet above sea-level. 

The “ ‘ dip ’ in the earth 750 feet ‘ down ’ ” in the south-eastern 
part of Askja is an oval basin-like hollow formed by the subsidence 
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of an immense mass of the lava deposits in the crater, five miles in 
circumference and of unknown thickness, which it is believed was 
torn from its bed by an explosion which took place — presumably in 
the volcanic vent beneath AsTcja — on the 4th January, 1875. This 
explosion caused an earthquake which opened rifts forty miles in 
length in the plains north of the Dyngjtif joll, and it was from fissures 
in a tract twenty miles in length and about three in breadth which 
sank to some depth between two of these rifts that the lava welled 
forth ; pumice and ashes being alone ejected from Asicja. 

The site of the subsidence in Askfa is now the bed of a tepid lake 
of considerable depth; the temperature of its water in 1878 was 
97" Fahr. 

The presence of this immense body of water within the crater of 
an active volcano is a most alarming feature ; a comparatively slight 
eruption might be accompanied by an explosion that would further 
disturb the lava floor of Ask/a, which appears to be but a roof to an 
abyss in which molten matter, it is reasonable to believe, lies at no 
great depth, the contents of the lake would find its way below when 
a terribly violent eruption must inevitably ensue, one that will be 
likely to cause an earthquake to which that in 1875 will be com- 
paratively insignificant, and likewise to affect the volcanic rcqiose of 
Europe, by forcing back, by the violence of the concussion, the 
molten tide lying in the channel or channels, connected with the 
Earth’s interior, underlying Europe; there being reason to believe 
that such do exist connected with the Icelandic volcanic vents, 
the great European earthquakes and volcanic disturbances having 
been either followed or preceded by terrific eruptions in Iceland, 
€.g. the earthquakes that destroyed Lisbon in 1755 were preceded 
by the commencement of a series of terrible eruptions from the 
Kothigjd, which lasted a year; while thirty-two years later the Upper 
Calabrian earthquakes were followed by the outburst of prodigious 
lava-floods in the vicinity of the SkaptdrjokulL 

There are two strangely contradictory statements in Herra 
Thoroddsen’s paper, with reference to the SkaptchjokuU, where,” 
he says, 405, “ an eruption has never yet occurred,” but on 

page 403 he credits the jukull under its other name of SPSvjokvU 
with an eruption in the year 1389-90, and also with an erujition 
in its vicinity in 1753. Upon all the max)s of Iceland that 1 have 
seen the jokull is named “ 8kapidr e^a (or) JSi^iijOktdl” 

VIL — Sketch of the Geology of British Columbia. 

By George M. Dawson, D.S., A.ll.S.M., F.G.S. 

(Concludocl from page 162.) 

Cretaceous . — Lying everywhere quite unconformably below the 
Tertiary beds are the Cretaceous rocks, which constitute on the 
coast the true Coal-bearing horizon of British Columbia. These 
rocks probably at one time spread much more widely along the 
coast than they now do, but have since been folded and disturbed 
during the continuation of the process of mountain elevation, and 
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have been much reduced by denudation. Their most important 
area, including the coal-mining regions of Nanaimo and Comox, 
may be described as forming a naiTow trough along the north-east 
border of Vancouver Island, 130 miles in length. The rocks are 
sandstones, conglomerates, and shales. They hold abundance of 
fossil j)hints and marine shells in some places, and in appearance 
and degree of induration much resemble the true Carboniferous 
rocks of some parts of Eastern America. In the Nanaimo area the 
formation has been divided by Mr. J. Richardson as follows, in 
descending order : — 


Saudstones, conglomerates, and shales 3290 feet. 

Shales 060 ,, 

Productive Coal-measures 1316 ,, 


6206 

The last named consists of sandstones and shales, and holds 
valuable coal-seams near its base. In the Comox area seven well- 
marked subdivisions occur, constituting a total thickness of 4911 feet. 


Upp(T conglomerate 320 feet. 

UpluT shales 770 ,, 

INliddle conglomerate 11' 0 ,, 

^Middle shales 76 ,, 

liower conglomerate 900 ,, 

Lower sliales 1 000 ,, 

I’roductive Coal-measures 739 ,, 


4911 

Tlio fuel obtained from these measures is a true bituminous coal, 
with — according to the analysis of Dr. Harrington — an average of 
0*29 per cent, of ash, and 1*47 per cent, of water. It is admirably 
suited for most ordinary purposes, and is largely exp^orted, chiefly 
to San Francisco, where, notwithstanding a heavy duty, it competes 
successfully with coals from the west coast of the United States, 
owing to its suj>erior quality. The outpmt of 1879 amounted to 
241,000 tons, and is yearly increasing. 

In addition to the main area of Cretaceous rocks above described, 
there are numerous smaller patches, holding more or less coal, in 
difterent p)arts of Vancouver Island, several of which may yet prove 
important. 

In the Queen Charlotte Islands, Cretaceous rocks cover a consider- 
able area on the east coast, near Cumshewa and Skidegate Inlets. 
At Skidegate they hold true anthracite coal, which, besides being a 
circumstance of considerable geological interest, would become, if 
a really workable bed could be proved, a matter of great economic 
importance to the Pacific coast. 

At Skidegate, where these rocks are most typically developed, they 
admit of subdivision as follows, the order being, as before, descending : 


A. Upper shales and sandstoues 1500 feet. 

B. Coarse conglomerates 2000 ,, 

C. Lower shales with coal and clay ironstone 6000 ,, 

D. Agglomerates 3500 ,, 

E. Lower sandstones 1000 ,, 


13,000 
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The total thickness is thus estimated at about 13,000 feet. With 
the exception of the agglomerates, the rocks in their general 
appearance and degree of induration compare closely with those of 
Vancouver Island. The agglomerates represent an important 
intercalation of volcanic material, wliich varies in texture, from beds 
holding angular masses a yard in diameter, to fine ash rocks, and 
appears at the junction to blend comj)letely with the next overlying 
subdivision. These beds are generally felspathic, and often more 
or less distinctly porphyritic. 

At the eastern margin of the formation the rocks lie at low angles, 
but become more disturbed as they approach the mountainous axis 
of the Islands, showing eventually in some cases overturned di])s. 
It is in this disturbed region that the anthracite coal has been found, 
and from the condition of included woody fragments in the eastern 
portion of the area, it is probable that any coal scams discovered 
there would be bituminous, like those of Vancouver Island. 

Though it was originally suj>posed that the anthracite occurred in 
several beds, it has, I believe, now been shown ‘ that this appearance 
is due to the folding of a single seam which immediately overlies 
the agglomerate beds of subdivision D. The coal is associated with 
carbonaceous shales holding a species of Vnio, but is succeeded, in 
ascending order, by beds charged with marine fossils, and fresh-water 
conditions are not known to have recurred at other horizons. It 
was where opened nearly vertical, and about six feet in thickness, 
but became thinner, and after about 800 tons of anthracite had been 
obtained, the mine was abandoned; the locality, however, still appears 
worthy of further and closer examination. ^ 

In regard to the geological horizon of the different Cretaceous areas 
above described, the most com])lete information has been obtained for 
the Nanaimo and Comox basins. Large collections made by Mr. 
Eichardson, in connexion with the work of the Geological Survey, 
have now been described by Mr. J. F. Whiteaves.^ 

These fossils are all from the lower portion of the formation, 
which is conclusively shown to represent the Chico group of the 
Californian geologists, which, with the locally developed Martinez 
group, is considered to be equivalent to the Lower and Uj)per Chalk 
of Europe. The highest subdivision of the Californian Cretaceous, 
the Tejon group, is supposed to represent the Maestricht, and in the 
absence of fossils from the upper portion of the Vancouver Island 
formation, it is possible that it may bo equally young. The flora of 
the Vancouver Cretaceous consists largely of modern angiospermous 
and gymnospermous genera, such as Quercus, Platanus, Popnius, and 
Sequoia ; several of the genera and a few of the species being com* 

* Report of Progress, Geol. Survey of Canada, 1878-79, p. 72 B. 

* For further information on the Cretaceous rocks of tluj coast, see Dr. Hector’s 

report in Palliser’s Exploration in North America, and (iuart. Journ. Geol. Soc. 
vol. xvii. p. 428. Reports of l»rogrcss, Geol. Surviiy of Canada, 1871-2, p. 7o; 
1872-3, p. 32 1873-4, p. 94 ; 1874-6, p. 82; 1876-7, p. 160 ; tlie last reference 

being Mr. J. Richardson’s complete report on the Nanaimo and Comox Basins, also 
pp. 119 and 144, 1878-9, p. 63ii, a detailed report on Queen Charlotte Islands by the 
writer. * Mesozoic Fossils, vol. i. part ii. 
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mon to it and to the Dakota group of the Middle Cretaceous of the 
interior region of the continent. Tlie botanical evidence, while yet 
imperfect, is tlierefore by no means in contradiction to that alForded 
by the animals and the stratigraphy. 

A number of fossils from the Queen Charlotte Islands have also 
been described and figured ^ from Mr. Kichardson’s collections made 
during a visit to the islands in 1872. Additional collections made by 
the writer in 1878, while considerably increasing the fauna, will 
enable more exact conclusions as to the horizon of the beds to be 
arrived at. There are few cases of s}>ecific identity between the 
forms in the Vancouver Cretaceous, previously described, and those 
of the Queen Cliarlotte Islands, the latter representing a lower stage 
in the Cretaceous formation. The plants found in these rocks, em- 
bracing numerous coniferous trees and a species of Cycad, also 
indicate a greater ago than those of Vancouver. 

The coal-bearing beds at Quatsino Sound on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island, have also yielded a few fossils. These consist 
chiefly of well -characterized specimens of Aucella Piochii, which 
occurs but sparingly in tlie Queen Charlotte Islands, and brings the 
rocks into close relations with the Aucella beds of the mainland of 
British Columbia, and in Mr. Whiteaves’ opinion ))robably indicate 
au “ Upper Neocomian ” age. The rocks of the Queen Charlotte 
Islands and Quatsino may therefore be taken together as represent- 
ing upper and lower portions of the so-called Shasta group of 
California, which in British Columbia can now be readily distin- 
guished by their fossils. 

On the mainland, developed most characteristically along the 
north-eastern border of the Coast Range, is a massive series of 
rocks first referred to by Mr. Selwyn, in the provisional classification 
adopted by him in 1871, as the jackass Mountain group, from the 
name of the locality in which they are best displayed on the main 
waggon-road. The age of these rocks was not known at this time, 
but fossils have since been discovered in the locality above mentioned 
and in several others, the most characteristic forms being Aucella 
Piocliii and Belemnites impressus. The rocks are generally hard 
sandstones or quartzites, with occasional argillites, and very thick 
beds of coarse conglomerate. A measured section on the Skagit 
includes over 4400 feet, without comprising the entire thickness of 
the formation. Behind Boston Bar, on the Fraser River, the 
formation is represented by nearly 5000 feet of rocks, while on 
Tatlayoco Lake it probably does not firll short of 7000 feet. At the 
last-named place these beds are found to rest on a series of felspathic 
rocks, evidently volcanic in origin, and often more or less distinctly 
porphyritic. On the Iltasyouco River, near the filst parallel, and 
in similar relation to the Coast Range, an extensive formation 
characterized by rocks of volcanic origin, and often porphyritic, has 
also been found. Its thickness must be very great, and has been 
roughly estimated at one locality as 10,000 feet It has been 
supposed, on lithological grounds, to represent the porphyritic 
^ Mesozoic Fossils, vol. i. part i. 
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formation of the vicinity of Tatlayoco Lake, and fossils found in 
it have been described as Jurassic.^ From analogy now developed 
with the Queen Charlotte Island fauna, however, Mr, Whiteaves 
believes that tliese beds are also Cretaceous. 

Still further north the Cretaceous formation is not confined to the 
vicinity of the Coast Range, but spreads more widely eastward, 
being in all probability represented by the argillites and felspathio 
and calcareous sandstones of the Lower Nechacco ; and, as the 
explorations of 1879 have shown, occup^dng a great extent of 
country on the 55th parallel about the upper part of the Skeena 
and Babine Lake. They here include felspathic rocks of volcanic 
origin similar to those of the Iltasyouco, which are most abundant on 
the eastern flanks of the Coast Range, and probably form the lower 
portion of the group. Besides these volcanic rocks, there is, however, 
a great tliickness of comparativel 3 ^ soft sandstones and argillites, 
with beds of impure coal. The strata are arranged in a series of 
folds more or less abrupt, and have a general north-west and south- 
east strike. It is not impossible, from the general pala 3 ontological 
identity of the rocks of the interior with the older of those of the 
coast, that the Skeena region may eventually be found to contain 
valuable coal-seams, but this part of the country is at present very 
diflScult of access, and there is no inducement to explore it.* 

Jioclis of the Vancouver and Coast Itanges . — Previous to the deposit 
of the Cretaceous, the older formations had been folded and dis- 
turbed, and were in degree of alteration much as at present. While 
there is therefore no difficulty in distinguishing the Cretaceous from 
the Pre-cretaceous rocks, the subdivision of the latter becomes in 
many instances a difficult matter, the generally wooded and 
inaccessible character of the country adding to the obscurity in 
man^^ districts. Without therefore entering into detail in regard to 
the various groups, which it has been found necessaiy provisionally 
to constitute and name, I shall attempt to give a short connected 
sketch of these older rocks, beginning with those of the Coast. 
In 18 <2 Mr. Richardson described a section across the centre of 
Vancouver Island,^ comprising a great thickness of beds which have 
been closelj^ folded together and overturned. These consist of lime- 
stones, generally^ crystalline, but varying in texture and colour, 
interbedded with compact amygdaloidal and slaty volcanic rocks 
of contemporaneous origin. These are classed generally as 
diorites ” in the report cited, but admit of separation into several 
different species of igneous rocks, not here necessary to detail. 
Argillites also occur, but are apparently not j^i’ouiinent in the 
section, h ossils are found abundantly in some of the limestones, 
and though invariably in a poor state of pi’eservation, the late 
Mr. Billings was able to distinguish, besides crinoidal remains, 

1 Report of ProgresR, Geol. Survey of Canada, 1876-77, p. 150. 

® I am indebted to Mr. J. F. Whiteaves lor facts in regard to the palaeontological 
evidence of the horizons of the subdivisions of the Cretaceous, communicated iu ad- 
vance of the publication of part iii. of the Mesozoic Fossils. 

8 Report of Progress, Geol. Survey of Canada, 1872-73, pp. 62-66. 
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a ZaplirentiSi a Diphiphyllum, a Productua, and a Spirifer, and 
pronounced the beds to be probably Carboniferous in age. 

Eocks belonging to the older series, unconformabiy underlying 
the Cretaceous, have now been examined in many additional 
localities on Vancouver Island, and, while no palaeontological facts 
have been obtained to prove that they are older than those of the 
section above described, much circumstantial evidence has been 
collected to show that rocks even much more highly crystalline than 
those of the above section, and which, judged % standards locally 
adopted in Eastern America, would be supposed to be of great 
anti(juity, represent approximately, at least, the same horizon. 

At the south-eastern extremity of the island, in the vicinity of 
Victoria, a series of rocks occurs which was placed by ]\[r. Selwyn, 
ill his provisional classification of the rocks of British Columbia, 
under the title of the Vancouver Island and Cascade Crystalline 
Series} Mr. Selwyn, in speaking of these, remarks on their 
lithological similarity to the lluronian rocks, or those of the altered 
Quebec grouj) of Eastern Canada. A somewhat detailed examination 
of this series has since been made, and shows it to be built up in great 
part of dioritic and fel spathic materials, which in places become 
well characterized mica-schists, or even gneisses, while still else- 
where distinctly maintaining the character of volcanic ash-beds and 
agglomerates. With these are interbedded limestones, and occa- 
sionall}^ ordinary blackish argillites. No more certain palteonto- 
logical evidence of the age of these beds than that afforded by 
some large crinoidal columns which occur in the limestones, has yet 
been obtained. These, however, suffice to show that they cannot be 
referred to a pre-Silurian date, and it is highly probable that they 
are actually a more altered portion of the series represented in the 
first described section, from which tlieir greatest point of difference 
is found in the smaller proportionate importance of limestones. 
They occur in the continuation of the same axis of elevation at no 
very great distance, and the greater disturbance which they have 
suffered would serve to account for the higher degree of alteration 
in materials so susceptible of crystallization as those of volcanic 
origin. 

Elsewhere, in the vicinity of Vancouver Island, rocks holding 
fossils, which seem to be Carboniferous, and formed in part of volcanic 
materials, occur ; and on Texada Island, beds probably of the same 
age are found, consisting of interstrati tied limestone or marble, 
magnetic iron ore, epidotic rock, diorite, and serpentine. 

Passing north-westward, along the same mountainous axis, to the 
Queen Charlotte Islands, we find the rocks there underlying the 
Cretaceous Coal scries to present, in the main, features not dissimilar 
to those of Vancouver Island. Massive limestones, generally fine- 
grained, grey, and often cherty, are folded together with felspathio 
and dioritic rocks, sometimes so much altered as to have lost the 
evidence as to whether they were originally fragmental or molten. 


' Eeport of Progress, Geol. Surrey of Canada, 1871-2, p. 62. 
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In other places they are still well-marked rough agglomerates, or 
amygdaloids. 

No characteristic fossils have been obtained from these rocks, but 
at the summit of this part of the series, and adhering closely to a 
limestone which apparently forms its upper member, occurs a great 
thickness of regularly-bedded blackish calcareous argillite, generally 
quite hard and much fractured, but holding numerous well-preserved 
fossils, including Monotis snhcircuJaris and other characteristic forms 
of the so-called “ Alpine Trias ” of Calitbrnia and the 40th ])arallel 
region, which represents the Hollstadt and St. Cassian beds of 
Europe. The resemblance of the lower unfossiliferous rocks first 
described to the probably Carboniferous beds of Vancouver, leads to 
the belief that these may also be of the same age, while any slight 
unconformity between these and the Triassic may be masked by 
subsequent folding and disturbance. 

In the extreme north-western part of Vancouver Island Triassic 
rocks like those of the Queen Charlotte Islands occupy extensive but 
yet undefined areas, while the slat}^ auriferous rocks of Leach Kiver, 
near Victoria, may also represent the Triassic argillites in a more 
altered state. ^ 

As already mentioned, Mr. Selwjm, in his j^rovisional classification, 
unites under one title the older I’ocks of Vancouver Island, above 
described, and those which form the greater part of the Cascade or 
Coast Ranges. The progress in the investigation of the country 
seems to favoui\the correctness of this view, and to show a blending 
and interlocking of such characters of difference as the typical or 
originally examined localities of the two series present. Tracing 
the rocks eastward from the shores of Vancouver Island, we find 
them becoming more disturbed and altered, the limestones always 
in the condition of marbles, and seldom or never showing organic 
traces, the other rocks represented chiefly by grey or green diorites, 
gneisses — generally hornblendic — and various species of felsputhic 
rocks, such as may well be supposed to have resulted from the more 
complete crystallization of the volcanic members of the series. 
Recurring in a number of places, and folded with these rocks, is a 
zone of micaceous schists or argillites. 

The rocks classed as the Anderson River and Boston Bar series ^ in 
the provisional classification represent one fold of these schists, 
which may be supposed to be more or less exactl 3 ^ equivalent to the 
Triassic flaggy argillites of the first mountainous axis. 

The Coast Range constitutes an uplift on a much greater scale 
than that of Vancouver and the Queen Charlotte Islands to the south- 
west of it, a circumstance which appears to have resulted in a more 
complete crystallization of its strata, and has also led to the intro- 
duction of great masses of hornblendic granite. These may in many 
places represent portions of the strata which have undergone 
incipient or complete fusion, in place. There is every evidence that 
in the Appalachian-like folding of this region the same rocks are 

* Reports of Progress, Geol. Survey of Canada, 1878-9, p. 46 B ; 1876-7, p. 95. 

* Report of Progress, (reol. Survey of Canada, 1871-2, p. 62. 
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many times repeated. East of the lower part of the Fraser River 
the folds have been completely overturned to the eastward. 

These rocks of the Coast Range have with other features of the 
country a great extension in a north-east and south-east bearing, 
stretching, with an average width of 100 miles at least, from the 
49 til parallel to Alaska, a distance of 500 or GOO miles. 

Fre- Cretaceous Rocks of the Interior. — North-east of the Coast 
Range the older rocks of the interior plateau are more varied, but 
have in their different developments characters in common with each 
oth(;r and with those of the Coast Range, which draw them closely 
together. These rocks, which were included under the Lower and 
Upper Cache Creek groups of the original classification, may be said 
as a whole, in their present state, to consist of massive limestones, 
diorites or allied materials, felspathic rocks, comiiact agglomeritic 
or slaty quartzites and serpentines. The last-named rock occurs in 
association with the contemporaneous volcanic materials, and doubt- 
less represents the alteration ])roduct of olivine rocks. It is in beds 
of considerable thickness and wide-spread, and is of interest as being 
of a i)eriod so recent as the Carboniferous. The limestones are not 
un frequently converted to coarse-grained marbles, and together with 
the (piartzite ap})ear in greatest force on the south-western side of 
the area they occupy. They have now been traced, maintaining their 
character ])retty imiformly throughout, from the 49th to the 5^>rd 
parallel. Schistose, or slaty argillite rocks, which ma}" represent 
those already described as folded with the Coast Range series, also 
occur, and a portion of these at least probably belongs to the over- 
lying Triassic or Jurassic division. 

In regard to the evidence of the age of the great mass of these 
rocks, forming the so-called Upper and Lower Cache Creek groups, 
the following points may be mentioned. A jiortion at least of the 
formation was in 1871 shown, by fossils collected by Mr. Selwyn, to 
belong to a horizon between the base of the Devonian and summit of 
the Permian. Additional fossils have since been procured, of which 
the most characteristic is the peculiarly Carboniferous foramiuifer 
Ftisulina. This has now been found in several localities, scattered 
over a wide area, and is associated at Marble Canon with the remark- 
able Loftnsia Columbiana.^ 

In the southern portion at least of the interior plateau region there 
exist, besides the Palaeozoic rocks just described, and in addition to 
the probably in part Triassic argillites, extensive butasj^et undefined 
areas of Triassic rocks of another character. These are in great part 
of volcanic origin, and have been designated the Nicola series. They 
have generally a characteristically green colour, but are occasionally 
purplish, and consist chiefly of felspathic rocks and diorites, the 
latter often more or less decomposed. The rocks are in some cases 
quite evidently amygdaloidal or fragmental, and hold toward the 
base beds of grey sub-crystalline limestone, intermingled in some 
places with volcanic material, and containing occasional layers of 
water-rounded detritus. The distinctly unconformable junction of this 
* Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., 1879, p. 69. 



222 


Q, Jf. Dawson — Geology of British Columbia. 


series with the Cache Creek rocks is seen on the South Thompson, a 
few miles above Kamloops. 

In the Gold Eange which borders on the interior plateau to the 
north-east, the conditions found in the Coast Kange appear in many 
respects to be repeated. The rocks just described, but with less 
quartzite and limestone, and probably an added proportion of 
volcanic material, are found in a more or less highly altered state as 
gneisses, dioritic, hornblendic, and micaceous schists, and coarsely 
crystalline marbles, while a belt of schistose and argillaceous beds, 
probably the same with that already several times referred to, and 
newer than the rocks just mentioned, is tightly folded with them, 
giving to this axis of elevation its famed auriferous character. No 
fossils have yet been found in the crystalline i*ocks of this range. 
Respecting the proved existence in it of a series of rocks older than 
elsewhere known in the province, the facts are given on a succeed- 
ing page. 

For the region to the north-east of the Gold Range, including the 
eastern flanks of the range, and the coimtr}" between it and the 
Rocky Mountains proper, little information lias been obtained. It is 
one exceedingly difficult of access, owing to its mountainous and 
densely-wooded character ; but the transition from the much-flexed 
rocks of the first-mentioned range to the comparatively little bent 
though much broken masses of the Rocky Mountains is i)robably 
pretty abrupt. 

Structure of the Rochj Mountains ^ — In the Rock}^ Mountains we 
have the broken margin of the undisturbed sheets of strata which 
underlie the great plains, projecting in block-like masses. In Ih itish 
America our geological knowledge of the range is confined to the 
observations of its extreme northern part by Sir J. Richardson, of its 
southern portions by Dr. Hector, a traverse on the Peace River by 
Mr. Selwyn, and my own observations in the last-named locality 
and on the 49th parallel. 

The most complete section is that in the vicinity of the 49th 
parallel,^ to which I shall briefly refer, and then indicate ])uint8 of 
difference between the rocks shown in it and those of the north- 
western continuation of the range. The total thickness of the beds 
here seen is about 4500 feet. The lowest are impure dolomites and 
fine doloniitic quartzites, dark purplish or grey, wdth a thickness of 
700 feet or more. These may be of Cambrian age, and are supposed 
to represent the Pogonip formation of Clarence King’s 40th ])arallel 
section.^ Overlying this is a pale grey cherty magnesian limestone, 
with magnesian grits, estimated at 200 feet in thickness, which is 
supposed to represent the Ute-Pogonip limestone of Silurian age of 
the 40th parallel section. Next in order is 2000 feet or more of 
sandstones, quartzites, and slaty rocks of various tints, but chiefly 

* Though the investigation of the rocks of this part of the Rocky Mountains was 
carried on quite independently, and reported on in 1875, it has been thought desirable 
to refer the formations as far as possible to King’s section, as being much the best 
hitherto published tor the Rocky Mountain Region. 

* GeoL and Resources of 49th Parallel, p. 56. 
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reddish or gi^eenish grey, holding also magnesian grits, and a 'well- 
marked zone of bright red beds. These may be equivalent to the 
Nevada Devonian and Ogden quartzites of the same age, on the 40th 
parallel. The Carboniferous is next represented by a massive bluish 
limestone 1000 feet in thickness, above which lies an amygdaloidal 
trap 60 to 100 feet thick, which maintains its place for at least 
twenty-five miles along the mountains. Above this are flaggy beds of 
magnesian limestone and sandstone with red sandstone, which become 
especially abundant towards the top, the thickness of the series being 
about 200 feet. The position of the upper line of the portion of the for- 
mation which should be referred to the Carboniferous is uncertain, 
but it is probable that a part at least of the beds last described belong 
to it. Passing gradually upwards from this series is about 400 feet 
of beds, characterized by a predominant red colour, and chiefly thin- 
bedded red sandstones, often ripple-marked, and showing on some 
surfaces impressions of salt ciystals. Fawn-coloured magnesian 
sandstones and limestones occur towards the top. These without 
doubt represent the Triassic or Jura-Triassic red beds extensively 
developed everywhere to the southward, in the eastern ranges of the 
Cordillera region. 

North-westward, to the Athabasca Eiver, Dr. Hector’s numerous 
excursions in this mountain axis prove the great mass of the range 
to be composed of Carboniferous and Devonian beds, which are pre- 
dominantly limestones, but it is also probable that some of the older 
rocks above described may occur. 

In the Peace Kiver region, jii the 6oth and 66th parallels, the con- 
ditions arc somewhat changed. Massive limestones of Devonian and 
probfibly also of Carboniferous age, associated with saccharoidal 
quartzites, here form the axial mountains. On the west side these 
are overlain by an extensive schistose series, in which micaceous 
schists and argillites, more or less altered, ]U‘edominate. These are 
known to occupy a long trough east of the Parsnip River, and cross 
the Misinchinka, with considerable width. They are doubtless of 
the same age as the gold-bearing schists of Cariboo, before referred 
to, and while no fossils have here been found in them, a series of 
dark argillites on the eastern slope of the mountain axis which con- 
tain several Triassic forms — more particularly the characteristic 
Monotis — may, it is supposed, represent the continuation of the same 
series in a less altered state. These marine Mo)wtis shales, it will be 
observed, seem to represent in this section the red beds of the region 
further south. Volcanic material appears to be entirely absent from 
the limestone series. 

While in the Rocky Mountains on the 49th parallel, formations 
extending downwards to the Cambrian have been identified with 
some degree to certainty, it will be observed that none older than 
Carboniferous or Devonian have so far been mentioned as occurring 
in other parts of the region. It is quite possible, however, that rocks 
of Silurian or even Cambrian age may exist, though the disturbed 
nature of the country has so far prevented their discovery. It has 
been attempted here merely to give a general sketch of the more 
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important groups of rocks, which constitute the mass of flie forma- 
tions of the Province. Still older rocks, wliich may indeed i-epresent 
]iart of tlie Archgean of the 40th jiarallel area, are known to occur, 
but about them little has yet been certainly determined. They 
appear at intervals in the Gold Kange, and in the region between it 
and the Rocky Mountains. The rocks appear to be gneisses and 
granites, liolding orthoclase felspar, and with abundant quartz and 
mica, very often garnetiferous and coarsely crystjilline. They were 
originally classed with the schistose gold-bearing rocks of Cariboo 
and their representatives elsewhere, but we have already found 
reason to believe that these schists are much newer, and during the 
past summer those on the Misinchinka have been found to be charged 
wdth half-rounded quartz and felspar from the old rocks above 
mentioned, which must have been fully metamorphosed at the time 
of their deposition. A small area of these oldest and possibly 
Laurentian rocks occurs near Caiqi Lake in the northern part of the 
Province. They also exist in the Cariboo district, though they have 
not 3^et been defined there. They are described by Mr. Selwyn as 
occurring on the upper part of the North Thompson, and the gneissio 
rocks noted by Dr. Hector near the sources of the Athabasca, on the 
western side of the Rocky Mountain axis, probably belong to the 
same fundamental series. 

Physical Conditions implied hy the Deposits . — This review of the 
state of knowledge of the rock series of British Columbia may well 
be concluded by glancing rapidly at the physical conditions implied 
in the production of the difierent formations. The oldest land 
surface of which we have any knowledge is that of the probably 
Archaean rocks just described, and must have been in the region of 
the Gold Range of to-day. It maj^ have extended farther westward 
in early Paleeozoic time, forming a continental area like that 
supposed by King to have stretched west from the Wahsatch 
Mountains on the 40th parallel, but no trace of its existence to the 
eastward of the western margin of the Rocky Mountain Range has 
yet been found. In Devonian and Carboniferous times the geography 
of the region begins to outline itself more definitely. The probably 
Archman rocks at this time formed a more or less continuous barrier 
of land along the line of the Gold Range, between the interior con- 
tinental basin to the north-east and the Carboniferous Pacific to the 
south-west. In the eastern sea organic limestones with sandy and 
shaly beds were being deposited, and in the vicinity of the 49th 
parallel at least one well-marked flow of igneous material evidences 
the existence of volcanic phenomena. In the west and south-west of 
the land barrier the conditions were widely difierent. Here, too, 
limestones were in process of formation, but extensive siliceous 
deposits were also forming, while a great chain of volcanic vents — 
submarine or partly subaerial — nearly coincident with the present 
position of the Coast Range and those of Vancouver and the Queen 
Charlotte Islands. Trap and agglomerate rocks were thus added to the 
series. Similar centres of volcanic activity may have existed in the 
vicinity of the land barrier on the west, whilst the finer felspathio 
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material affected the composition of the argillites and other rocks, in 
j)rogres8 of deposition, even at a great distance from any of the vents, 
and the series acquired a great thickness. 

Evidence of some disturbance at the close of the Carboniferous 
period is found in the unconformable superposition of the Kicola 
Triassic on these rocks, in the southern portion of the interior of the 
Province. This, however, appears to have affected the region to the 
west of the land barrier alone, and to liavo resulted in the more com- 
plete definit ion of this barrier, and probably to its increased elevation ; 
for in Triassic and Jurassic times we find the deposition of the red 
beds and flaggy dolomitic limestones with salt, going on to the east 
near the 49th parallel, and further south the actual inclusion of salt 
and beds of gypsum, proving that this region was then a shallow 
inland sea cut off from communication with the ocean. To the west 
of the land barrier on the contrary, in the Triassic, and probably 
also in the Jurassic, a great thickness of volcanic rocks with lime- 
stones and argillites was being formed along the border of the 
Pacific. The argillites of this period 2 )robably afterwards became 
the chief gold-bearing formation of the country, as is 2 )roved to have 
been the case in California. These with the volcanic accumulations 
doubtless rejn*esent the Star Peak and Koij)ato groups of the Triassic 
as described by King on the 40th 2 )arallel between the Sierra Nevada 
and the Wabsatch Kanges ; and though, as elsewhere stated/ I have 
not been able to find that the existence of Carboniferous volcanic 
rocks has been recognized in the Sierra Nevada of California, it seems 
})robable, from the descrij^tion and a 2 ) 2 >earance of the rocks, that more 
or less altered volcanic materials, perhaj)s both of Mesozoic and 
]\ahTOZoic age, enter into its composition. A further circumstance of 
interest in connexion with the dura-Trias ^leriotl is the evidence now 
obtained that the sea aiqiarently sjiread uninterrujitedly eastward 
across the Kocky Mountains and into the Peace lliver country, at 
least as far south as the 55th jmrallel. This is jiroved both by the 
lithological character of the rocks, and the fossils they contain,^ and 
we thus arrive at an a^qn-oximate definition, not only of the western 
but also of the northern limits of the great inland sea, which extended 
south-eastward to New IMexico, though we still remain ignorant of 
the precise character of the northern barrier. This period was closed 
by a great disturbance along the whole Cordillera region. In 
California the Sierra Nevada rose iq) as a mass of crumj^led and 
comju-essed folds. In the southern jiart of Ilritish Columbia the 
disturbance affected the region from the Gold Kange to the coast, 
extending the land area westward to the 121st meridian, and giving, 
so far as is known, the first u^ithrust to the mountains of Vancouver 
and Queen Charlotte Islands, but forming no continuous range where 
the great belt of coast mountains now is. 

In the earliest beds of the Cretaceous there is evidence of a general 
slight subsidence in progress, with the formation of conglomerates, 
and we can trace the shore-line of the Cretaceous Pacific, which 

^ Gkol. Mag. 1877, p. 315. 

See, oil the latter point, lleport of Progress, Geol. Survey, 1876-7, p. 158. 
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crosses the 49th parallel near the 121st meridian, southward to the 
Blue Mountains of Oregon, south-westward to Mount Slinsta, and 
from this, according to Whitney, still further southward along the 
western slope of tlie Sierra Nevada. To the north it aj^pears nearly 
to follow the present north-eastern line of the Coast Kange to the 
52nd parallel, when it turns north-eastward, passing completely 
across the line of the Gold Eange, and straits and ojienings 
through the Eocky Mountains on the 55th parallel, connecting this 
with the great Cretaceous Mediterranean Sea of the interior of tho 
continent. In the southern part of British Columbia it would ap])ear 
that the Eocky IMountains proper were not at this time elevated, but 
that the Cretaceous ]\Iediterranean washed the eastern shore of the 
Gold Eange. In the Peace Eiver region, however, just mentioned, 
there is ample proof that the Eock^’ Mountains formed oven at tliis 
time a more or less continuous shore-line or series of islands, around 
which the Cretaceous beds were dei)osited. 

The existence of a great thickness of rocks of volcanic origin in 
the Cretaceous of several i^arts of the Province has alread^^ been 
alluded to. Their resemblance to those described as occurring in 
the Cordillera region in Chile, h^'^ Darwin, has been pointed out by 
the writer in a former communication to the Geological IMaga/tne.^ 

Tlje Cretaceous closed with anoth(‘r 2 >^‘i*jod of folding, in wliich 
additional height was given to the A’ancouvor and Queen Charlotte 
Island Eanges, the Coast Eaiiges were ])r()duced, as well as cor- 
rugations doubtless caused still further eastward which cannot now 
be separated from those of otlier periods. At this time, or shortly 
after, the Eock}^ Mountains attained their full height and development. 

No trace of the earlier or Eocene Tertiary has been found in 
British Columbia, and it is probable tluit the Province was through - 
out at that time a land area. In the Miocene, the relative elevation 
of sea and land was much as at present, but the great hdand lake 
formerly alluded to was in existence. This lake was doubtless tho 
northern continuation or homologne of that which has been called 
tlie Pah-Ute Lake b}^ Clarence King, and which hi}^ east of the 
Sierra Nevada on the 40tli jiarallel. The rocks formed in it thus 
represent the Truckee Miocene of King’s section. 

The Miocene closed with extensive volcanic disturbances through- 
out the country south-west of the Gold Eange, and eventiiallj^ by 
still another epoch of corrugation and crumpling probably syncliro- 
noiis with that which produced the Tertiary Coast Hills of California, 
and which may have given to the northern part of the coast tho 
greater elevation, which it appears to have possessed during Plio- 
cene times, when the wonderful system of fiords, by which it is now 
dissected, were cut out. 

The most striking points brought out by the study of this region 
are probably the following. First, the repeated corrugation, parallel 
in the main to a single axis, which has occurred in the Cordillera 
region. Second, the occurrence of great and wide-spread masses of 

^ Geol. Mao. 1877, p. 314. The rocks elsewhere described were at the time the 
article in question was written supposed to he Jurassic. 
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volcanic material at at least four distinct horizons, proving the 
activity for an immense period of the volcanic forces along this 
portion of the Pacific margin. Lastly, the sometimes almost insuper- 
able difficulty of distinguishing between volcanic rocks of different 
periods when they have suffered a like degree of metamorphisin, and 
the inappropriateness of attempting to apply lithological standards, 
which have in eastern America or elsewhere been found locally useful 
in distinguishing between different series of crystalline rocks, in a 
region characterized by the abundance of easily crystallizable 
volcanic materials, and in which rocks of as late date as the 
Carboniferous have suffered a degree of metamorphism comparable 
to that of the Huronian or altere<l Quebec group of Eastern Canada. 


I. — On Gold in Naturk. [Dkll’ Oro in Natura, etc.] By 
CiiRV. Wm. Jervis, F.G.S., Conservator of the Koval Italian 
Industrial Museum in Turin, etc. Small 8vo, 204 pages, with 
Woodcuts and Tables.. (Turin, Loescher; London, Trubuer Co.) 

I nns history of G(Jd among ancient and modern nations, its 
geographical distrib\ition, and its geological, mineralogical, and 
economical aspects, is an extension of a part of Prof. Jervis’s public 
lectures at the Royal Museum in Turin, on the nature and geological 
bearings of mineral lodes and veins, and of detrital metalliferous 
formations, such as the alljuviums and diluviums in which the 
precious metals and gems are so frequently met with. The lectures 
wore new for Turin and attracted large audiences ; but the subject 
of Gold alone is treated of in tliis published ])ortion. 

In writing his monograph on gold, the author has considered this 
metal historically, economically, and scientifically, but excluding its 
chemical relationship, as being so well known already. lie has 
given a summary of the history of gold, both as extracted from its 
origitial beds, and as employed in society, from the earliest recog- 
nizable periods (as recorded in ‘‘Genesis”), through the several 
great nations of antiquity, down to the Fall of the Roman Empire. 
This summary is clear and useful, and not without some new 
historical considerations. 

From the period last mentioned down to our own times the 
production of gold in different countries, and the modes of its 
occurrence, are treated of in successive chapters — under the follow- 
ing geographical headings — 1. Japan, China, Siam, Eastern Archi- 
pelago, and Africa. 2. The lands discovered and opened up by 
Columbus, Cortez, and Pizarro in the 16th century. 3. Brazil, 
Uruguay, Guiana, Venezuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Chili, and Bolivia. 
4. Europe and Asiatic Russia. 5. United States of North America, 
with California and conterminous territories. 6. Canada, British 
Columbia, and Nova Scotia. 7. Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand. 
Necessarily the geological details and methods of digging, washing, 
and mining for gold are more fully given for Hungary, Russia 
and Siberia, California, and Victoria, than for other localities. 
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Statistics of gold-prodnction in tho second half of the 19th 
century in HungaiT, in Russia, in California and elsewhere in the 
United States, in British Colninhia, in Victoria, and in New South 
Wales, are shown in careful tables. 'llie several kinds of gold, 
with specific gravit^^ per-centage of impurities, and other particulars 
and authorities, from forty world-wide localities, are given in 
another table. The numerous recorded nuggets of gold found in 
Russia, the United States, Victoria, and New South Wales, with 
their dates, localities, depth from the surface, weight, and carat- 
value, fill a large table of twelve pages. Another large table, 
with lithographed scales and graduated lines, exhibits the relative 
production of gold, from 1848 to ]880, both inclusive, in California, 
Australia, Russia, Siberia, British Columbia, and other countries. 

From the Fall of the Roman Empire we find in history little 
about gold and gold-mining down to the time of Marco Polo’s 
travels. Japan then comes into notice; and not long afterwards 
America and her gold-fields were visited by Europeans. In the 
preceding interval, gold was very scarce in Western Europe. The 
17th century brought forward the Uralian and Siberian gold- 
deposits ; and in the current half of the present century California 
and Australia displayed their vast gold-fields. Thus the order 
adopted b^^ Chev. Jervis in tho practical and economical history of 
gold is well considered and correct. 

How far the possession of gold-mines may or may not benefit a 
state is briefly considered in a short chapter. 

The author has added a polyglot vocabulary of tho words used 
for gold by a hundred different tribes and nations. This has been 
enlarged from Christopher Keferstein’s '' Mineralogia Polygottica.” 
A full index completes this small, but very useful and trustworthy 
Monograph on Gold. T. R. J. 

II. — Fossil SroNOK Spicules from the Upper Chalk. Found 

IN THE INTERIOR OF A SINGLE FLINT-STONE FROM IIORSTEAD IN 

Norfolk. By George Jennings Hinde, Ph.D., F.G.S. 8vo. 

pp. 83 ; Five Plates. (Munich, 1880.) 

E very student of geology will be familiar with the sketch of the 
Clialk-pit at Horstead, drawn many years ago by the late 
Mrs. John Gunn, and of which a wood-engraving was published by 
Lyell, in his “ Elements of Geology,” and “ Student’s Elements.” 
At that time the Chalk displayed a considerable number of the huge 
and remarkable flints called potstones or “ Paramoudras,” but 
during the progress of the working the number shown has de- 
creased, and latterly but few have been obtained. Now the working 
of the Chalk at this old pit has been given up, but many ** large 
variously shaped nodules of flint ” remain, strewn over the floor 
of the pit, after the removal of tho soft chalk in which they had 
been imbedded.” One of these, “ about a foot in diameter, and 
more spheroidal than the generality of the potstones,” attracted the 
attention of Dr. Hinde during a visit he paid to the pit a little time 
ago ; it exhibited a central cavity, which contained a quantity of 
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material resembling fine flour in appearance and feel, and of a 
creamy- white tint.” Carefully wrapping this material in a news- 
paper, he took away the prize, with the object of submitting it to 
minute investigation. The result is given in the work before us. 
The material when prepared for examination weighed about three or 
lour ounces, and yielded a number of Foraminifera, and Eiitomo- 
straca, fragments of Echini, Annelida, Cirripedia, Polyzoa, Brachio- 
poda, Lamellibrancliidta, and Fishes ; and in addition the beautifully 
varied Sponge-spicules, which Dr. Hinde has now figured and 
described. These s])ieules, which he studied at IMunich with the 
hearty co-operation of Prof. Zittel, he has grouped under no less 
than twenty-one genera, including nine new species. In a 
postscript he refers to the recent work of Prof. Sollas (Ann. and 
Mag. Nat. Hist. scr. o, vol. vi. pp. .‘ISd-oOo, 4:d7— lOOj, wherein that 
author describes a number of sponge-s[)icules from flint-nodules of 
the Chalk at Trirnmingham in Norfolk. Prof. Sollas has placed 
them under seventeen genera, of which no fewer than thirteen are 
now, and Dr. Ilinde admits that nearly all the forms present at 
Trirnmingham ” are included among those he describes from 
Horstead. We must leave the students of sponges to settle these 
difleienees. Dr. Ilinde discusses the difficulties that attend the 
exact identification of isolated spicules “from the fact that in the 
skeletons of both fossil and re^cent sponges, very many [foreign] 
spicules get intermingled with the sponge.” “ Another difficulty is 
owing to the fact of the same form of spicule being common to 
several different genera of sponges,” while in other sponges, there 
are six or seven different forms of spicule in the same species.” 
But setting aside these per])lexities, Dr. Ilinde has done excellent 
service to science in developing and illustrating the treasures of this 
single flint-nodule from Horstead. Although he iloes not attempt to 
discuss in detail the question of the origin of the flints in the chalk, 
lie makes some remark upon it, and observes “ that the beautifully 
perfect state of ])reservation of the various delicate fossil organisms 
in the interior of this flint, when compared with the nearly complete 
obliteration of their structures in the enveloping chalk, points to the 
conclusion, that the period in which the flints were formed must 
have been previous to that consolidation of the mass of the chalk by 
which the smaller fossils Avere mostly destroj^nl.” To the many 
interested in flint-formation. Dr. Hinde's work offers plenty of 
material for careful study, while at the same time it furnishes an 
excellent example of what may be done by patient investigation in 
a somewhat restricted field. H. B. W. 

III. — Jungle Life in India; or the Journeys and Journals of 
AN Indian Geologist. By V. Ball, M.A., Geological Survey of 
India. Svo. pp. 720. (Loudon, De la Eue & Co., 1S80.) 

O UK Indian Geological Survey has now been in active progress for 
about a quarter of a century. As early as 1851, the late Dr. 
Oldham went to Calcutta for the purpose of making preliminary 
observations, but it was not until 1856 that he was enabled to 
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establish a regular system of operations.* Sinoe that period the 
important results of this Survey have been made known to us in the 
“ Memoirs,” Records,” and “ Pal«eontologia Indioa.” The geologist 
in this country will perhaps have but a vague idea of the work that 
heis to be carried on in order to interpret the structure of many parts 
of our Indian Empire. Here a sling- bag will contain all our needful 
apparatus, and we can pursue our observations over every acre of 
land. There one needs to be accompanied by a score or more of 
servants, including a native doctor, an elephant, bullocks, horses, 
dogs, and all the materials for camp-life ; and there the chief 
geological sections are those exhibited in the river-channels. Hero 
the structure, arrangement, and life-history of our great groups of 
rocks are well ascertained, and we are now entering int^ almost 
tedious detail and controversy in the naming and correlating of sub- 
divisions, often but a few feet in thickness. There the majority of 
sections to be visited have been unseen by geological eyes, tlie rocks 
must be grouped in a large wajs and the boundaries, that may often be 
accurately fixed in the rocky gorges cut out by the streams, must bo 
marked across large tracts of country in accordance with the physical 
features, checked only by traverses here and there. 

In the work before us Mr. Ball has given an account of his wander- 
ings during a period of fourteen years, while engaged on the Indian 
Geological Survey. The account is made up of the notes extracted 
in chronological order from his Journals ; and they relate chiefly to 
the Zoology, Botany, and Antiquities, besides which are not a few 
descriptive of the various tribes of men. Mr. Ball is an accomplished 
naturalist and evidently an ardent sportsman, though, whether he 
would or not, the encounters with many a tiger or bear, not to men- 
tion other unfriendly wanderers and visitants, were to be anticipated 
by one engaged in such districts as Mr. Ball had to examine. Snakes 
do not appear to have been so troublesome as most Euro 2 )ean 8 would 
expect. 

The field-work of the Survey in Bengal usually commences about 
November and lasts until the end of April, by which time fever too 
frequently compels a speedy return to Calcutta. At all times, 
however, attacks of fever are sources of anxiety, and Mr. Ball men- 
tions that during two months (November and December) in the 
Singhbhum district, out of twenty-seven men, only three escaped 
illness. A good deal of his attention was bestowed upon the Coal- 
districts ; but as reports of all the explorations have been published, 
Mr. Ball here confines himself to brief and general notices of the 
geology. In the Bokaro Coal-field he mentions one seam 90 feet in 
thickness! The Ranigunj Coal-field, known as early as 1774, and 
worked a few years later, comprises an area of 500 square miles 
of coal -bearing rocks, and is known as the “ black country ” of 
India, being the largest and most important of the areas in which 
coal is worked. 

Formerly a large proportion of the coal was obtained by quarries 

' See article on the Geological Surrey of India, in the Quart. Journ. SoiencCy 
Oct. 1870, p. 458. 
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and open workings, but most of the seams thus accessible have been 
exhausted, and regular mining is now carried on. None of the 
mines are of great depth, the “ pillar and stall ” system is generally 
adopted, and there is no danger from fire- or choke-damp. Upwards 
of 500,000 tons of coal have been obtained in one year, but the 
annual production appears to be decreasing. Some remarks on the 
Talchir Coal-field are also given. 

Many notes on gold-mining, on workings for ores of iron, copper, 
lead, and manganese, and for diamonds, are included, as well as 
others upon the Metamorphic and Snbmetamorphic rocks, the Trap- 
dykes, and other geological features. Speaking of the Laterite 
rock seen at Midnapur, Mr. Ball notices the fact of its being un- 
fossiliferous, and observes that its appearance seemed to favour the 
view of its having been formed by the de230sition of volcanic ash 
in water. 

The work itself will be read rather as a guide to the natural 
history of cam2)-life in India than as an exhaustive account of the 
district described (Western Bengal and the Central Provinces), for 
little or no attemjit has been made to embody the records of 
others, the j)lan of the auihor being to confine himself to personal 
observations. Notes are also given of visits j>aid to the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. The work, which lias assumed a formidable 
size, is one, however, that ajipeals to the naturalist rather than the 
general reader, who would doubtless find the scientific notes some- 
what tedious. Asa jucture of the life of our geological brethren in 
India, it will interest many of our readers, some of whom, having 
spent many months in or: i- of- the- way parts of this countr}^ will not 
be surprised to learn that carnjj-life in India is ^‘at times a very dull, 
lonely, and monotonous one.” 

But (as Mr. Ball observes) the life afibrds various com- 
pensations, without which it would be unbearable. To the lover 
of nature there are many attractions in it. There is a great, an 
indescribable pleasure in being the first to take uj) the geological 
exploration of a hitherto quite unknown tract — in being the first to 
interpret the past history of a j)ortion of the earth’s crust which no 
geologist has ever seen before.” Nevertheless, one lacks the ad- 
vantage, obtained in this country, of friendly recognition and 
criticism of his labours, and while enthusiasm in his work will 
carry a man through it, Exjierience has shown how manifold are 
the risks to be encountered, while the term of service at })resent 
required, before a full pension can be earned, affords but a faintly- 
seen vision in the far-distant future of a home at home for one who 
has adopted the career of a geologist under the Government of 
India.” Some attempts have been made to instruct natives in field- 
geology, but these do not at present apjiear to have been successful. 

In conclusion we may mention that the book is handsomely “ got 
up,” and is accompanied by a map, eleven vignettes, and twelve 
plates, including two of chipjped quartzite imjilements, j^olished 
celts, etc. H. B. W. 
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IV. — An Abstract of the Geology of India. By P. M. Duncan, 
M.B. (Loud.), F.K.S., F.G.S. Third Edition. (Loudon, 1S81.) 

T his work is chiefly intended as a text-book for tlie students of 
the geological class at the Indian Engineering College, but tlie 
geologist and general reader will find it also a clear and concise 
abstract of the ])resent established facts in Indian geology, and a 
nsefnl summary of the larger and more detailed Manual by ^lessrs. 
IMedlicott and Blanford, noticed in this ]\Iagaztne (February and 
]\larch, 1880). Tl]e ])resent edition lias been carefully revised by 
Prof. Duncan, and contains much additional matter and some 
alterations, necessitated by the publication of the ofliciiil Manual 
above referred to, and from which excellent book the author fairly 
acknowledges many pages of his abstract are dci*ivod. India may 
be naturally divided into three regions, the Peninsular. Extra- 
Peninsular, and Indo-Gangetic ; the distinctness in the geological 
structure and ]diysical features of the two former is very marked, 
the latter is a vast alluvial idain, due to a depression which h.as be(‘ii 
more or less filled up with the alluvia of the rivers of tlie other 
regions flowing into it. The geology of these tliree regions is 
described in a scries of chapters commencing with the recent 
deposits, and 2 )roceeding in descending order with the Tertiary, 
Cretaceous, Jurassic and underlying series, followed by descrij)tions 
of tlie Peninsular Coal-fields, their fauna and flora, and of the Azoic 
and Metamoriihic rocks of’ the t^vo regions. Idie Avork will bo a useful 
guide to the general facts of Indian geology, as regards the nature, 
character, and arrangement of the crystalline, metamor^diic, and 
sodimenfar}^ rocks of India. Besides classified lists of the 
formations of Peninsular and Extra-I\‘n insular India, a table is 
given shoAving the ecjuivalents (homotaxially considered) of the 
formations compared Avith those of Euro])e. J. ]\L 

X^:F^00:E3E1DXI^(3-S- 

Intern.vtional Geological Congress. 

I N the Gkod. Mag. for December, ISTO (Decade II. Vol. III. 

p. o7d), attention was drawn to certain jirojAosals made for the 
holding of an International Geological Congress at Paris in 1878, 
whose purpose should be to consider the many obscure points in 
geological classification and nomenclature. Tlie Congress Avas duly 
arranged, opened, and carried on for six days, under the Presidency 
of Prof. Hebert. At the concluding sitting it was resolved that a 
Second Session should be opened at Bologna, Seiiteinber 29, 1881. 
His Majesty the King of Italy has consented to be Patron of the 
Congress, and Signor Q. Sella has been nominated President. 

Two principal subjects were proposed by the Congress of Paris 
for discussion, and each was referred to an International Commission 

named by the Congress ; they were as follows : 

1. Geological Cartography: to consider tlie possibility of the 
adoption of a common system of signs and colours. 
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2. The Unification of Geological Nomenclature : to consider all 
matters relating to strati graphical classification and nomenclature, 
and so far involving an inquiry into the value and significance of 
petrological and paheontological characters. Prof. T. M‘K. Hughes 
was ap])ointed the Commissioner on the Unification of Geological 
Nomenclature for Great Ilritain, and he was requested to organize a 
Committee to rei)ort upon the ditferent Geological subdivisions, and 
on the various details bearing upon the questions of classification and 
nomenclature. Acting in conjunction with Prof. I’restwicli, he has 
accordingly formed a Committee which has met on several occasions 
in London. 

The matters at present discussed have been the definition of the 
terms : — S 3 ^stem, Formation, Terrane, Deposit, Bed, T^a^'er, Bock, 
Group, Series, Zone, Horizon, Period, Age, Ei)Och, Era, Time, Cycle, 
Date, etc. The organization of Sub-committees has also been carried 
on, and one or moi'e Beporters have been attached to each (after the 
plan ado])ted b^’’ Committees of the British Association), to collect 
the information from ihe several members composing it, and to draw 
uj) the Beports. The following Beporters were a] (pointed : — Com- 
mittee to consider Jtecent and Teriiarg, J. Starkie Gardner and 
H. B. Woodward : Cretaceous, W. 3\)})hy and A. J. Jukes-Browne ; 
Jurassic, W. H. Iludloslon and the liev. J. F. Blake : Trias and 
J*ermian, C. E. Do Banco and the Bev'. A. Irving ; Carboniferous, 
Devonian, and Old ited Sandstone, G. H. Morton and A. Strahaii; 
Silurian, Cambrian and Pre- Cambrian, C. La])worth and J. E. Marr; 
Betrology and Mineral Veins, II. Bauerman and Davies. 

The (luty of the Sub-committees will be (I) To draw up a list of 
the Tiames now in use for each formation, and for its subdivisions ; 
(2) To ascertain the true significance of such names or terms, giving 
reference to the authors by whom they were used in the first instance, 
or subsequently with a modified meaning; (3) To investigate the 
synonym^" of the names, fii-stly in regard to the British rocks, and 
afterwards in regard to equivalent beds in foreign c(unitries ; (4) To 
offer suggestions for the unification of the Nomenclature. 

Through tlie liberality of His IMajesty the King of Italy, the 
Italian committee of organization are able to oiler a prize of oOOO 
francs for tlio best suggestion for an international scale of colours 
and conventional signs practically applicable to geological maps and 
sections, including those of small scale. Tlie index of colours and 
signs should bo accompanied bj*^ ma})s representing regions of varied 
geological structure, and b^'- an explanatoiy memoir in the French 
language. The documents should be marked with a motto, which 
should be placed on the outside of an envelope containing the name 
of the author, which will not be opened until the Congress, when 
the name of the successful competitor will be made known. The 
index and accompanying papers should be sent in to Prof. J. 
Capellini, Director of the Museum at Bolngna, by the end of May. 
The award will be made by a jury of five chosen from the presidents 
of sub-commissions. Should no index be thought worthy of the 
grand prize, the best will receive a gold medal of the value of 1000 
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francs, wliile the two next will be given medals of silver and bronze 
of similar shape. ^ 


Geological Society of London. 

I. — l\Iarch 23, 1881. — Robert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., President, 
in the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. ‘‘The Upper Greensands and Chloritic Marl of the Isle of 
Wight.” By C. Parkinson, Esq., F.G.S. 

In this paper the author described the Upper Greensand as ex- 
posed at St. Lawrence and along the Undercliff. At the base of the 
St. Lawrence cliff there are hard bands of blue chert, from which 
astaciform Crustacea have been obtained ; and quite recently, in 
a large boulder of the same material lying on the beach, there were 
found the remains of a Cheloniari, referred by Prof. Owen to the 
family Paludinosa, and named b3'^ him Plastremys lata. The 
l^resence of these freshwater organisms was thought to imply 
a connexion with the Wealden continent, llie chert-bed, 2 feet 
thick, was regarded by the author as marking the boundary between 
tbe Gault and the Greensand. Above it the author described 
66 feet of compact red and j^ellow sands, of which the first 
20 feet are un-fossiliferous, the upper 32 feet show traces of organic 
remains ; between them there is a fossiliferous zone 4 feet in 
thickness, containing Ammonites inflatiiSf A, avritvs, and species 
of Panojicea, CucnUcea, Area, and Trigonia, and immediately below 
this ase])ai'ate band containing an undetermined species of Ammonite. 
These sands are followed by 38 feet of altei-nate beds of hard chert 
and coarse greensands, having at the bottom 6 feet of inferior 
building-stone, surmounted by 6 feet of freestone. The latter con- 
tains Ammonites rostratus, and the cherts various fossils, chiefly 
bivalves. Clatliraria Lyelli also occurs at this level. Above tbe 
greensands come 6 feet of chloritic marl : — the upper 3^ feet 
fossiliferous, with a base of hard phosphatic nodules containing 
crushed specimens of Pecten asper ; tlie lower 2^ feet compact, with 
darker grains and few fossils. The author compared the sections of 
this series given by Capt. Ibbetson and Dr. Barrois ; his own views 
closely" correspond with those of the latter Writer. 

2. “ On the Flow of an Ice-sheet, and its Connexion with Glacial 
Phenomena.” By Clement Reid, Esq., F.G.S. 

The author considers that the Boulder-clays have been formed 
beneath an ice-sheet, and consequently there must have been 
formerly a huge mass of ice, which would have to flow 500 miles 
on a nearly level surface, and then to ascend a gentle slope for nearly 
another JOO miles. He does not think a great piling up of the ice 
at the north pole can be assumed to account for this motion. This 
he explains by the gradual passage of the earth's heat through the 
mass of ice, raising the temperature of the whole instead of lique- 
fying the surface-layer. As the heat passes upwards, it raises the 

* This last paragraph we extract from an article in “ Nature,” March 31st, 1881, 
by Mr. De Eance. 
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temperature of a particular layer, cauRes it to expand, and so to put 
a strain upon the layer above, and then to rupture it. The broken 
part spreads out, reunites by regelation; and then receiving the heat 
from the layer below again expands and ruptures the layer next 
above. Thus the movement is from the base upwards, rather than 
from the surface downwards. 

The author estimates that the ice-sheet in Norfolk was only about 
400 feet thick, because Iloulder-clay does not appear above that 
level, but only coarse Boulder-clay; in North Yorkshire it extends 
up to about 900 feet. Tlie author considers tluit the shell-beds of 
Moel Tryfaen were not deposited under water, but thrust up-hill by 
this advancing ice-sheet. 

3. “ Soil-cap Motion.” By R. W. Coppinger, Esq. Communicated 
by the President. 

The author described numerous cases in Patagonia where the 
stumps, etc., of trees are to be seen in the marginal waters of the 
sea and of lakes. These, together with stones and rocks, sometimes 
simulating perched blocks, he considers to have been brought down 
by the motion of the soil-cap — a thick spong}^ mass resting upon 
rock often worn smooth by the action of ice, and so sliding down 
the more easily under the influence of vegetation. The appearances 
are not unlike those due to subsidence ; but he points out that all 
the evidence is in favour of recent upheaval, instead of subsidence. 

IT. — April 0, 1881. — J. W. Ilulke, Esq., E.R.S., Vice-President, 
in the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. ‘‘ The Microscopic Characters of the Vitreous Rocks of Montana, 
U.S.” By F. Rutley, Esq., F.G.S. With an Appendix by James 
Eccles, Esq., F.G.S. 

The specimens described were collected by Mr. J. Eccles, F.G.S. 
They consist of various obsidians and rhyolites, some of them 
porphyritic or spherulitic, which appear to throw some light on the 
epoch at which these structures have been set up. In a black 
jiorphyritic obsidian is a crystal which the author believed to be 
olivine. Zirkel has already noticed the occurrence of this mineral 
in a trachyte. The structure of some of the above indicates that it 
is extremely difficult to draw hard and fast lines between trachytic 
rhyolites and felstones. A tuff containing fragments of a rhyolite, 
some perlitic, was also described. The spaces included within the 
boundary of some of these perlitic cracks exhibit depolarization and 
sometimes interference-crosses. The author considered these to be 
the result of strain in contraction, and connected with incipient 
crystallization. 

Andesites, from two localities in the northern part of the Yellow- 
stone district, were also described. 

In an appendix Mr. Eccles briefly described the geology of the 
region from which the above specimens were collected, referring for 
greater detail to the memoirs of Dr. Hayden and his fellow- workers. 
In the Yellowstone-Park region trachyte and obsidian (the latter 
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bein^ the upper) form an irregular plateau, resting on rocks of 
Carboniferous age ; no vents were observed ; but Mount Washburne, 
a few miles distant, is a brokiui-down volcanic cone, from which 
botli tracliyte- and basalt-flows (the hitter the newer) have proceeded. 

2. “ On the Microscopic Structure of Devil rified Hocks from 
Beddgelert, Snowdon, and Skomer Island.” By F. Eutley, Esq., 
F.G.S. 

The first specimen described was found about a quarter of a mile 
from Beddgelert, on the Capel Curig road. Examined microscopi- 
cally, it showed traces of perlitic structure, with small spherulites, 
both isolated and in bands, not exhibiting radial structure, but 
apparently composed of very minute chlorite and a garnet, probably 
s})essartine. Hence the rock must be a devitrified obsidian or 
pitchstone. The second specimen is a banded green i sh - gr (,‘y “ fel- 
stone,”at Clogwyn dn’r Arddii, of Bala ago, which also has probably 
been vitreous. The third S])ecimen, from near Pont y Gromlech, is 
a schistose felsitic rock. Tliis was com]>ared microscopically with 
an obsidian from Hungary and a rhyolite from Gardiner’s Ptiver 
(N. America), and was shown to have been probably once a glassy 
rock. In conclusion the author discussed the limits of the terms 
felstone, rhyolite, trachyte, and obsidian. 

An appendix was added upon the microsco])ic characters of some 
rocks from Skomer Island, off the coast of Pembrokeshire. These 
were shown to be devitrified obsidians, some of them exhibiting 
spherulitic and perlitic structures. A trachytic rock and a basalt 
from the same locality were also described. 

3. ^‘The Date of the last Change of Level in Lancashire.” By 
T. Mellard Eeade, Es(p, C.E., F.G.S. 

The author described some observations made by him at Blundell- 
sands, on the coast of Lancashire, near Liver[) 0 ()l, according to which, 
judging from the position of high-water m.'irk, the land had gained 
considerably upon the sea between I8GG and 1874. At one end of 
a length of 3d0 yards, spring-tide liigh-water mark had receded 
]5 yards, and at the other end 5 3 ^ards. The author estimated that 
the deposit of sand that had accumulated in 8 years amounted to 
an average of 10 yards wide and 2 yards deep. Allowing a further 
depth of 1 yard for sand that may have been blown over the top, he 
finds 10,500 cubic j^ards as the quantity of sand deposited in 8 years 
on a shore-frontage of 350 j^ards, or 3-75 cubic yards per 3 \ard of 
frontage per annum. Applying this unit of measurement to the 
16 miles of coast forming the western boundary of the dep>osit, he 
gets 105,000 cubic yards as the quantity of sand annually moved ; 
22 square miles of sand, 12 feet thick, give 272,588,800 cubic yards 
of sand accumulated, which, divided by the annual quantity, will 
give 2580 years as the age of the whole deposit of blown sand. The 
author adduced other evidence in support of liis view, and concluded 
that if the last change of level in South-west Lancashire was a 
downward one, it could not have taken place within 2500 years. 
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THE PEE-CAMBKIAN ROCKS OF ST. DAVIDS AND OF BOHEMIA. 

SiK, — I cannot find tliat the letter of Dr. Hicks in your last issue 
materially strengthens the proof for the Dimetian age of the 
gneissic scries which underlies the Bohemian Pebidian. Dr. Hicks 
maintains that the St. Davids Dimetian is a true gneiss. I cannot 
of course say that the rock in the few sections wliich I did not see 
is not foliated ; but I saw no true foliation in the principal localities 
named iu his papers, and I cannot discover anything about foliation 
in the microsco[)ic descriptions of Mr. Davies, Prof. Bonney, and 
Mr. Tawney. It is at any rate certain that if these rocks are schists, 
their foliated structure is of the obscurest possible character, and 
quite unlike that of the true gneisses. 

I quite agree with Dr. Hicks that we are not to expect ^'absolute 
identity,” but I deny that there is even a “general resemblance” 
between the Dimetian of St. Davids and the gneissic rocks of 
Bohemia, so far as we can judge from ]\Ir. Marr’s descriptions. Nor 
do I think that a similarity of the conditions of deposit, even if 
proved, goes for much. 1 presume that most arenaceous rocks, from 
the Tertiary downwards, were laid down in comparatively shallow 
water. 

That the Bohemian gneiss nnconformably underlies the Pebidian, 
simply ])roves that it is ])re-Pel)idian. I do not deny its Dimetian 
age : indeed, I think it highly }>robabl 3 '^ that ]\Ir. Marr is right ; but, 
as we do not yet know how many gneissic series lie below the 
Cambrian, I demur to the assumption that an}^ Archman gneiss group 
which is not Lewisian must be Dimetian. An}" resemblance to the 
newer gneiss of the Highlands can have no decisive value in our 
present uncertainty of the age of that formation. These Archaean 
groups are a very complicated study, and more haste ma}^ sometimes 
prove to be the worse speed. 'J^he researches of Dr. Hicks Imve 
done much towards unravelling the Archaean mystery, but we must 
work along our clues with great caution, else wc shall become the 
sport of the Philistines who would condemn us to grind in the 
prison-house of an eternal Siluria. C. Callaway, 

Wellington, Saloe, March ( yth , 1881. 

OBLIQUE AND ORTHOGONAL SECTIONS. 

Sir, — In my short notice about the section of a folded plane there 
is an error which Mr. Day has not pointed out. I did not expect 
that what I had written would have attracted attention ; but since it 
has done so, 1 may ask to be allowed to say, in the sixth line from 
the bottom of p. 21, dele “ =0,” and in the fifth, for read 

** E A B—9 suppose.” 

I cannot exactly see that Mr. Day’s proof gives m\’’ second equation, 
because his a, and <}> do not appear to be the same angles as in 
my demonstration. 

The method of the shadow is ingenious and of course correct. 
Hahlton, 4^th March, 1881. 0* FiSHER. 
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JOHN J. BIGSBY, M.D., F.R.S., F.G.S., F.R.G.S. 

Eorn Aug. 14th, 1792 ; Died Feb. 10th, 1881. 

Dr. J. J. Bigsby was the son of J. Bigsby, Esq., M.D., Edinburgh. 
He was born at Nottingham, on the 14th August, 1792, and early 
followed the career of his father by entering the Medical Profession, 
and sbortl}^ after taking his degree, he was ap])ointed about 1818 
as Medical Officer to a German Bifle Eegiment in the English Service 
and ordered to Canada. Si>on after his arrival he was sent by the 
Governor to Hawkesbury Settlement, where there had been an out- 
break of typhus fever. In the following year the more agreeable task 
was assigned to him of travelling through Upper Canada to rcq)ort 
upon its Geology. A part of the collections be then made are still pre- 
served in the British jMuseum, not the least interesting of which are 
the curious siphuneles of Iluronia Biijahiji, from Drummond's Island, 
Lake Huron. About the year 1822 he was ap])ointed British 
Secretary and Medical Officer to the Canadian Boundary Commission. 
In 1823 he was elected a Fellow of the Geological Sfxdety of 
London, to whose Transactions he had already been a contributor. 

Dr. Bigsby returned to England about 1827, and commenced to 
practise as a medical man at Newark. In 184G he came to reside in 
the metropolis, and from that date identified liimself witli most of 
the scientific societies in London. In 18dO he published the account 
of his ex])erience of life and travel in North America, under the 
title of “Shoe and Canoe.” 

His first scientific pajier ajipcared in Silliman^s American Journal 
in 1820, and ho contributed altogether about twenty-seven 2 )apers to 
learned societies in London and elsewliere. Ilis most important 
scientific work appeared in 18G8, entitled ‘‘ Tliesaurus SiJuricus,” 
being a list of all the fossils which occur in the Silurian formation 
tbroiigliout the world. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society in the following year, and was awarded the Murchison 
Medal in 1874 by the Council of the Geological Society. 

In 1878 he published bis second catalogue, entitled “Thesaurus 
Devonico-Carboniferus,” and at the time of his death had far ad- 
vanced towards the completion of liis third volume, the “ Thesaurus 
Permianus.” 

In 187G he requested the Geological Society to accept, in trust, a sum 
of money to provide a medal to be called the “ Bigsby Medal,” and to 
be awarded biennially to some geologist not more than forty-five years 
of age of any nationality ; Prof. Marsh, Prof. Cope, and Dr. Barrois 
having been up to this time the thi'ee recipients. Dr. Bigsby died 
at his residence, 89, Gloucester Place, Portman Square, at the good 
old age of 89 years. 


PROFESSOR JAMES TENNANT, F.G.S., F.C.S., 

Bohn 1808; Died February 23rd, 1881. 

During the earlier part of the present century the science of 
Mineralogy had no more claim to be considered one of the exact 
sciences than has Geology at the present day. To be able to 
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identify minerals “ at sight,” and to test them by their hardness, 
lustre, form, and weight, represented the common extent of a collec- 
tor’s acquirements. But few understood the use of a goniometer, 
and not many could use the blowpipe, or correctly make an analysis 
of a mineral in this country. It was young James Tennant’s lot to 
come to London at an early age, and enter the service of Mr. Mawe, the 
well-known Mineralogist, whose shop was a centre of resort for men 
of science. The stock-in-trade consisted of shells, minerals, marbles, 
etc., most of which Mr. Mawe obtained during his frequent travels. 
Hero Tennant gained his first acquaintance with minerals. The 
classes of the Mechanics’ Institution which he joined, and attendance 
on Faraday’s lectures at the Koyal Institution, improved his educa- 
tion, and enlarged his scientific knowledge of the specimens in 
which his master dealt. At Mr. Mawe’s death, the management of 
the business devolved ujion Tennant, who shortly after succeeded to 
it as proprietor. 

He derived much advantage from the friendship of Sir Everard 
Home, whose knowledge of crystals enabled him to impart much 
valuable int’ormation to Tennant. 

When King’s Colh'ge opened in the Strand, the Council desired a 
teacher in Mineralogy, and aj ►plied to Faraday for his nomination of 
a fit person ; his recommendation was in favour of Mr. Tennant, 
who shortly after his a])pointment received the title of “ Professor of 
Mineralogy.” I’lie new position opened a wider field of usefulness 
and of interesting study. His after-life was devoted to the diffusion 
of knowledge relating to mineralogy and geology, and many of the 
students wlio attended his lectures proved that he had not taught in 
vain by turning out to be useful collectors and observers of minerals 
abroad. He was one of the strong promoters and believers in the 
discoveries of Diamonds in South Africa, at a time when others 
denied their genuineness. 

Professor 'JVnnant was a very ardent advocate of technical educa- 
tion, and having seen the valuable application of the lathe in cutting 
both diamonds and other valuable stones and marbles, he induced 
the Turners’ Company to promote the advancement of turning, by 
offering prizes annually for specimens in all branches of the turner's 
art. Great credit is due to Prof. Tennant for the revival of this branch 
of technical education as applied to ornamental work of all kinds 
and materials. 

He was one of the founders of the Geologists’ Association, of 
which body he was formerly President. He was also for several 
years a member of the Council of the Geological Society of London. 

SIR PHILIP DE MALPAS GREY-EGERTON, BART., M.P., F.R.S., F.G.S., 

OF OULTON PARK, TARPORLEY, CHESHIRE. 

Born Nov. 13th, 1806 ; Died April 5th, 1881. 

Another distinguished name has been erased by death from the 
list of Fellows of the Geological Society. Sir Philip Egerton was 
the eldest son of the Rev. Sir Philip Grey-Egerton, by his wife 
Rebecca, youngest daughter of the late Josias Dupre, Esq., of Wilton 
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Park, Bucks ; he was educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford, 
graduating B.A. in 1828. Having studied geology under Conybeare 
and BiickJand, together with the Earl of Enniskillen, he made a 
lengthened geological tour with that nobleman through Germany, 
Switzerland, and Italy. About this time he became acquainted 
with Professor L. Agassiz, at Neufchatel, and commenced the forma- 
tion of a grand collection of Fossil Irishes, both from British and 
Foreign localities. A large number of the t^q^es of Agassiz’s Mono- 
graph on the “Fossil Fishes of the Old lied Sandstone” (published 
in 1844) are to be found in the Enniskillen and Egerton Collections, 
as also of specimens described and figured in the Decades and 
Memoirs of the Geological Survey, the Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., the 
Geological Magazine, etc. He entered Parliament in 18M0 as 
Member for Chester, and he afterwards represented the Southern 
and Western Divisions of Cheshire since 18il5. 

He was senior elected Trustee of the British Museum, and one 
of the Original Trustees of the British Association, and of the 
Boyfil College of Surgeons of London, and a Member of the Senate 
of the University of London. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Geological Society in 1829, and 
of the Poyal Society in 1S‘»1, to the Proceedings of both which he 
has been a frequent contributor. 

Having been almost alwa 3 's a Member of the Council of the 
former Society, an opportunity’ only occurred to award him the 
Wollaston Medal in 1873. 'I’he first Kingsl(‘y Medal was also 
presented to him in 1878, by the Chester Katural History Society, 
in recognition of his valuable services in promoting the objects of 
that Society. 

During the long period which he served as a Member of 
Parliament, although not distinguished in debate, he was never- 
theless one of the hardest workers in Committees of the House, and 
whether as a naturalist, or antiquary, a field-sportsman, or country 
gentleman, he was always thoroughly in earnest in all he undertook. 

His career was an eminently useful and practical one, and his 
loss in the world of science, as well as of politics, will be keenly 
felt; but most severely by the circle of his most intimate friends 
who had grown to know and value him for his private character, 
and the noble example he set as a thorough and upright English 
gentleman. 

He worthily did honour to the motto of his ancient house : — 

“I trust not in arms hut in virtue.” 


A Deep Coal-Mine. — It is interesting to record a triumph of 
engineering skill and perseverance. On Saturday, March 5th, at the 
Ashton Moss Colliery, in Lancashire, the main seam of coal was cut 
at the depth of 2C91 feet. This is the deepest pit in tlie United 
Kingdom, Rose Bridge Colliery, which was the deepest previous to 
this sinking, being only 2460 feet. The temperature in the Ashton 
Moss Colliery at 860 yards was 78° Fahr. — Athenaium, March 19. 
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I. — Subsidence and Elevation, and on the Permanence of Oceans. 
By J. Starkie Gardner, F.G.S. 

T he theory of permanent Continents and Oceanic basins, opposed 
as it is to the general teaching of text-books, seems to have 
given rise to comparatively little discussion. In the latest edition, 
for instance, of Lyell’s Principles, we read : It is not too much 
to say that every spot which is now dry land has been sea at some 
former period, and every part of the space now covered by the 
deepest ocean has been land.” I'he new theory has been upheld 
chiefly by Sir Wyville Thomson, Prof. Geikie and Mr. Wallace. 
The latter especially has collected every kind of evidence together 
that seems to support it in his latest, and most admirable work, 
“ Island Life.” By a process of reasoning, supported by a large 
array of facts of ditferent kinds, he arrives at the conclusion that 
the distribution of life upon the land, as we now see it, has been 
accomiilished without the aid of ini])ortant changes in the relative 
positions of continents and seas. Yet if we accept his views, we 
must believe that Asia and Africa, Madagascar and Africa, New 
Zealand and Australia, Europe and America, have been united at some 
period not remote geologically, and that seas to the depth of lOOG 
fathoms have been bridged over ; but we must treat as “ utterly 
gratuitous, and entirely opposed to all the evidences at our command,” 
the supposition that temperate Europe and temperate America, 
Australia and South America, have ever been connected, except bj’^ 
way of the Arctic or Antarctic Circles, and that — lands now separated 
by seas of more than 1000 fathoms depth have ever been united. 

Mr. Wallace, it must be admitted, has succeeded in explaining 
the chief features of existing life distribution, without bridging 
the Atlantic or the Pacific, except towards the Poles, yet I cannot 
help thinking that some of the facts might perhaps bo more 
easily explained by admitting the former existence of the connexion 
between the coast of Chili and Polynesia and Great Britain and 
Florida, shadowed by the sub-marine banks which stretch between 
them. Nothing is urged that renders these more direct connexions 
impossible, and no phy^sical reason is advanced why the floor of 
the Ocean should not be upheaved from any depth. The route by 
which the floras of South America and Australia are supposed 
to have mingled is beset by almost insurmountable obstacles, and 
the apparently sudden arrival of a number of sub-tropical American 
plants in our Eocenes, necessitates a connexion more to the south 
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than the present 1000-fathom line. Again, the geological evidence, 
as I have pointed out in the Popular Science lieview, is far from 
being so favourable to Mr. Wallace’s view, as he supposed. 

Apart from the regions of less depth, which 1 think may have 
been more or less land during the Tertiary period, there is some 
reason to believe in the general permanence of the Oceans over the 
areas where they are now deepest. It is perfectly certain that the 
causes which lead to elevation and subsidence must react upon each 
other, and if these were exclusively the result of shrinkage, there would 
be no reason why the sea-bottorn at the greatest depths should not 
have come to the surface. With a layer fluid under a given pressure^ 
resting upon solid, and sensitive to any increase or decrease of pressure, 
the chief effects of elevation and subsidence could he explained.^ 

Many persons have been struck with the almost universal 
tendency to depression exhibited in areas occupied by deltas and 
estuaries. This fact has frequently been alluded to in the Geolo- 
gical Magazine, and elsewhere, and has been most clearly ex- 
pressed by Dr. Charles Kicketts,“ that this subsidence is directly 
produced by the accumulation of sediment. However insignificant, 
some cause must initiate movement in the earth’s crust, and as an 
incautious shout may bring down an avalanche, so even an accumu- 
lation of a few feet of clay over several square miles may create a 
disturbing re-adjustrnent, and eventually lead to a downward tendency.. 
Supposing a sediment, 50 feet in depth and entirely submerged, to 
have displaced an equivalent of sea-water, we should have an in- 
creased pressure per square yard (taking the mean density of the 
materials composing a delta at 170 lbs. per cubic foot) of rather more 
than 25,000 lbs., or about 84,848,000 tons jier square mile. When 
we see that deltas have accumulated to depths of perhaps even 
beyond 1000 feet, and extend, as in the Mississippi, to 19,450 square 
miles, it is easy to realize how vast a force is present.'* 

The hypothesis that added weight leads to subsidence maj^^ also 
to some extent be sustained by the continuous depression of Coral 
Islands. Great accumulations of ice in the Glacial period seem to 
have been accompanied by subsidence, and even Greenland at the 
present day may be sinking under its ice-cap. 

To apply the theory to a wider field, we frequently observe signs 
of subsidence on the sea-coast. AVe meet on every shore with 
vestiges of submerged land vegetation and with traditions of sub- 
mergence since historic times. Though raised beaches exist, it 
should be remembered that these are local and always rendered con- 
spicuous, while depressed beaches seldom or never attract attention. 
Forests have been depressed beneath the sea-level and no trace 
of them has ever come to light, except at low spring-tides and in 


^ According to Lyell, all known rocks would fuse under a pressure of from 20 to 
25 miles, whilst greater pressure would reconvert them to solids with a high specific 
gravity. 

2 Geol. Mag. 1872, Vol. IX. p. 119. 

^ See Permanence of Continents, J. S. Gardner, Poiiular Science Review, 1881, 
p.125. 
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exceptionally rough weather. We have generally to trust to founda- 
tions and weihborings near the coast, and these, as far as I am 
acquainted with them, have invariably shown that our sea-shores are 
steadily sinking. If this were not so, our land would be surrounded 
by extensive shoals of uniform depth, for the whole of the sediments 
from the wasting of the shore are thrown down almost entirely upon 
a belt 30 miles wide. The moving power of waves is not felt to a 
greater depth than forty feet, tides appear to have no permanent 
action in removing sediment, and shore currents of sufficient power 
are local and merely cut channel-ways. The 7\apidity with which silt 
accumulates may be seen by the manner in which wrecks become lost 
to view, and in the discolouration of the sea during rough weather pro- 
duced by particles from the shore held in suspension. This shore 
deposit does not find its way to the depths of the ocean, and if its 
constant accumulation is not balanced by subsidence, what becomes of 
it ? ^ A glance moreover at any stratified rock composed of littoral 
deposits, will show from its thickness, which often exceeds the depth 
of water in which it is siipi)Osed to have been deposited, that it 
must have been deposited in a subsiding area. No conclusion but 
this can be drawn in working through our Eocenes, and it is suffi- 
ciently obvious that no thick littoral deposit can take place in an 
area of elevation. 

If the theory that sedimentation directly causes subsidence is 
pushed still further, wo discover a physical reason for the per- 
manence of Ocean basins. If permanent, deposition must have 
been continuous since Palaeozoic times, and would to a large 
extent have filled in even the very greatest depths of the ocean, 
unless compensated by constant and gradual depression. The mean 
of four ex])eriments made on the Challenger ” Expedition, deter- 
mined the quantity of carbonate of lime in the form of living 
organisms in the surface waters to be 2-545 grammes, so that if 
these animals were equally abundant in all depths down to lOO 
fathoms, it would give 16 tons of carbonate of lime to each square 
mile of 100 fathoms depth.“ There is no reason, however, why 
organisms contributory to sediment should not extend to, and 
even become more abundant towards the bottom. In the absence of 
knowledge as to the duration of life in such minute marine organisms 
as Globigerina, we are without data for estimating the rate of depo- 
sition in deep seas. Although at great depths shells of Foi'amini- 
fera are reduced to bicarbonate, this does not seem to result in loss 
of material, for the samples of deep sea-bottom that have been 
dredged, and our own Chalk formation, tend to show that the supply 
of lime is not kept up to any extent by the dissolution, of dead 
organisms. 

The continuously increasing weight of sediment and of water 

^ Sir J . ITerscliel was of opinion that tlie "weight of sedinnmt displaced by tlvo sea 
prodiK'od elevation and depression alonu^ coast-lines (rhys. Geos^r. p. IIG). 

* This would deposit, it replenislu;d annually, one in(‘h of st'diineut in 8,000 years. 
If life extended equally to 2,000 fathoms, one intdi would he produced in 400 yeui-s. 
If 12 generations were produ(?(!d per annum, one inch would result in 33 years, and 
this might be more than doubled by the decay of life at the bottom. 
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must exercise enormous pressure, tending to make the greatest 
depths of the sea permanent, and to continually elevate lines of least 
resistance into ridges or banks, resulting, where the state of tension 
is extreme, in isolated volcanic outbursts. The lines of absolute least 
resistance would probably, however, more generally coincide with 
sea-margins, because these would be the nearest lines to the area of 
depression, free from accumulating sediment. UiH)ii coasts, there- 
fore, while we might expect, and actually find, a tendency to local 
depression, owing, as I suggest, to littoral sedimentation ; at a few 
miles inland there should be found a far more important and 
preponderating tendency to elevation. 

That such a tendency has really existed is apparent from the 
jDOsitions of the chief mountain chains. Considering the very 
different distribution of seas which prevailed during the periods of 
elevation of some mountain chains, and the complicated forces at 
work, it is remarkable how the chief mountains of the world follow 
the existing, or recently existing coast-lines. In Europe we have 
the Icelandic mountains on its southern shores, and formed probably 
when Iceland extended some way north. The Norwegian chain, 
and the Welsh and Irish mountains follow the coast-line, and were 
chiefly formed perhaps, when England and Scotland were united 
to the Continent. The Sierra Nevada, the Cantabrian mountains 
and the Pyrenees ; the Corsican, Sardinian and Sicilian mountains, 
the Apennines, Maritime and Dinaric Alps, and the Alps them- 
selves, were formed when Eocene seas washed their bases. In 
Asia we find the Mediterranean, the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, 
the Persian Gulf, and the south shore of the Caspian, margined 
by mountains. Both sea-boards of Hindustan are followed a little 
way inland by the Eastern and Western Ghauts, and the Hima- 
layas skirted the sea at the time of their formation. The Malay 
peninsula is a mountain ridge, and mountains follow the sinuosities 
of the Eastern coast of Asia from Singapore to Behring’s Straits. 
Eastern and Western Australia also have their coast ranges. 

In Northern Africa there are almost continuous mountains from 
the south of Morocco to Suez. The Kong mountains follow the 
coast of Liberia to the Slave Coast. The Cape mountains stretch 
north at least to Mozambique, and hills seem to line the coast from 
Zanzibar and meet the northern range at Suez. In America a 
magnificent range follows the Western coast from Alaska to Cape 
Horn, and on the east are the Alleghany and Rio de Janeiro 
mountains. Unless we believe that the principal chains of mountains 
follow present or past coast-lines by a mere coincidence, we must 
recognize that some definite law is at work. 

But even more conclusive evidence is derived from the position 
of active volcanos, for these prove that the fluid layer is actually 
forced nearest to the surface along coast-lines. The Pacific is almost 
encircled by a marvellous chain of volcanic vents ; and earthquake 
regions are also generally in proximity to the sea. 

If the sedimentation going on annually at the bottom of the 
ocean really produces depression, that is, displacement of the fluid 
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layer, it must force up mountain chains along lines of least 
resistance. The sustained pressure would continually keep fresh 
layers of the solid interior or of its own material at the liquefying 
point, and press them out in turn — imperceptibly deepening the 
ocean basins where they are deepest and raising the shallower 
parts to higher levels, thereby slowly lessening the surface area 
of seas. On the other hand, the dry land would extend in a 
corresponding degree, and its surface become more diversified, for 
new mountain chains would perhaps in succeeding ages have a 
tendency to reach greater elevations. Geology itself supports this 
hy 2 iothesis. The records of the Palasozoic rocks point to a com- 
parative uniformity in the earth’s surface in remote times, there 
being neither evidence of great depths in the sea, nor of mountainous 
elevations in the land, and palaeontological evidence shows these con- 
ditions to have been i:)rogressively modified until the present day. 
If mountain chains and volcanic outbursts were caused only by the 
cooling of the earth, we should find, instead of the uniformly 
sliallow sea of the older Paheozoic rocks — and the almost uniformly 
level land of the Carboniferous — evidence of even greater inequalities 
of surface than now exist. 

While therefore upon this theory the greatest depths of the ocean 
may always have been permanent, the banks and ridges of less 
de^^th with islands occasionally rising to the surface, and crossing 
tlie Atlantic and Pacific, must either be rising or sinking. If they 
do not mean changes of level in the sea-bottom, whether of past or 
present elevation, what do they mean ? Forces are unceasingly 
acting, and there is no reason why an elevating force once set in 
action in the centre of an ocean should cease to act until a continent 
is formed. They have acted and lifted out from the sea, in com- 
paratively recent geological time, the loftiest mountains on earth. 
Mr. Wallace himself admits rej^eatedly that sea-beds have been 
elevated 1000 fathoms, and islands have risen up from depths of 
3000 fathoms ; and to sup 2 >ose that the upheaving forces are limited 
in power is, it seems to me, to again quote from Island Life, “utterly 
gratuitous, and entirely opposed to all the evidences at our com- 
mand.” 

In conclusion, I will only add that these ideas are obviously put 
forward tentatively, and await further proof or disproof. I pro 2 >ose 
next month to make the subject clearer by means of a diagram. 

II. — The Classification of the Cambrian and Silurian Eocks. 

By J, E. Mark, B.A., F.G.S. 

A PAPER by M. Barrande, which has been recently published,* 
seems to call for some reply. M. Barrande, whilst working 
out the succession in Bohemia, adopted Sir R. I. Murchison’s name 
“ Silurian,” and even applied it to lower rooks than did ever 

* “ Du Maintien de la Nomenclature etablie par M. Murchison, par M. J. 
Barrande,” Extrait du Compto Rendu Stenographique du Congres International de 
Geologie, teuu k Paris du 29 au 31 aout et du 2 au 4 Septembre, 1878. 
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Murchison himself, and in the paper under consideration he supports 
this classification. 

It may seem presumptuous to question the adoption of this 
classification by the great expositor of the Bohemian basin, but I 
would submit that it is not sufficient to judge of the merits or 
demerits of an historical classification, from its application to an 
isolated area, apart from the classical one, but it should be ascer- 
tained whether it can be applied over much larger tracts of country. 

M. Barrande first expresses a regret that Murchison and Sedgwick 
studied only stratigraphical geology, and neglected paleontology, 
and attributes to this cause the confusion which has arisen. But not 
only had these two geologists considerable knowledge of palmon- 
tology themselves, but they also employed paleontologists of the 
first rank to assist them in tlieir labours. Moreover, so far from 
the confusion having arisen fj‘ora palajontological errors, it arose 
from mistakes in stratigraphy, in which the Woodwardian Professor 
had no part ; it would be presumption on my part to enter further 
into this personal question, after tlie masterly essays of Sedgwick 
in the prefaces to “British Palaeozoic Hocks and Fossils,” and “A 
Catalogue ot Cambrian and Silurian Fossils,” and the able defence 
of Sterry Hunt, reprinted in his “ Chemical and Geological Essays.” 

M. Barrande then goes on to state that the three faunas which he 
names primordial, second, and third, can be traced over very wide 
areas, wliereas the smaller subdivisions (etages) have no exact 
parallelism in difierent countries. This is to a certain extent true of 
deposits tornied in shallow water, but the black muds which indicate 
deep-water conditions are very widely spread. I may cite as an 
instance of tliis the occurrence of the Arenig fauna in countries as 
widely separated as Britain, Sweden, Bohemia, France, and Spain. 

The characteristics given of the three faunas admit of so many 
exceptions, as to be of very doubtful classificatory value. The 
primordial fauna is said to be composed almost entirely of Trilobites : 
this may be the case where the deposits are of a deep-sea character ; 
but whenever indications of shallow water occur, Brachiojiods 
abound, e,g. in the Lingula Flags of Britain, the Olenus beds of 
Scandinavia, where OrtMs is very abundant in the calcareous beds,^ 
and in a paper read before the Geological Society, June 9th, 1880, I 
gave reasons for supposing certain grits of Bohemia, crowded with 
Lingula Feistmanteli, to be the equivalents of the Lingula Flaf**s of 
Britain. 

“In the second place these primordial Trilobites are characterized 
by their conformation,” the head is small, the thorax large, and the 
tail scanty (ca;///7t) ; this scantiness is explained as not referring to 
the extent of the tail, but to the small number of segments of which 
it is composed. In reply to this I may remark that the tails of such 
genera of the second and third faunas as HcTnoplcuvidGs, A-cidaspiSf 
and various genera of the Cheiruridcs are strictly comparable to those 
of Paradoxides, etc., of the j)rimordial fauna. 

1 Cf. Linnarsson, bihang till K. Svenska Vet. Akad. Ilandl. Band 3, No. 12. 
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The second fauna is described as possessing Trilobites which 
contrast with those of the primordial group ; either the head, thorax, 
and tail are pretty nearly in equilibrium, as in Asaphus, or the 
thorax is reduced, and the head and tail developed, as in Illoinus, 
But Illcenus possesses no segments to the pygidium, and this is the 
case with the primordial Microdiscus and Agnostus, which also have a 
reduced thorax. Lastly there are several Trilobites of the second 
fauna, comparable with others of the primordial, such as Calymene 
with Conocoryphe, and Harpes with ErinnySy and the tails of these 
do not possess very many segments, and are (piite disproportional to 
the thorax in their size, and the number of segments. 

M. Barrande believes that the second fauna is also characterized 
by fossils which have never been found in the preceding fauna. 
These are chiefly Cephaloj)ods and Lamellibranchs. But the 
occurrence of an abundance of Cejdialopods and Lamellibranchs in 
the earlier beds of the second fauna, e.g. in tlie Orthoceras Limestone 
of Sweden, and in the Tremadoc rocks of Ramsey Island, as shown 
by Dr. Hicks (Q.J.G.S. Feb. 1873), would indicate that they must 
have previously existed in the earlier fauna ; migration with certain 
physical conditions, as kindly suggested to me by Dr. Hicks, will 
account for tlieir absence, so far as known, in the European area. 
In short we may object to the first of M. Barrande’s arguments, 
that the primordial beds have not been yet studied over a sufficiently 
large area for us to say definitely that they are without Cephalopods 
or Lamellibranchs anywhere ; in fact the evidence goes to point to 
the fact that they must have existed somewhere at this time. To 
the second argument we may object that characters which are 
liardly of generic value in the Trilobites ^ can scarcely be of much 
value as assisting the classification of large groups of beds, especially 
when there are so many exceptions to the rules laid down. 

M. Barrande proceeds to point out that although in his opinion 
these three faunas are distinct, there exist nevertheless beds of 
passage between them in certain countries. Such he considers to 
be the Tremadoc rocks of England. In these beds he recognizes 
rare representatives of the primordial fauna, as Conocoryphe [Cono- 
cephaiites) and Olenns, whilst with these appear Trilobites more 
characteristic of the second fauna, as Niohe and Psilocep)liahis or 
Illcenus. In a paper on Bohemia, already referred to, I pointed out 
reasons for concluding that Band D. d. 1 /3. of M. Barrande repre- 
sented the Tremadoc rocks of England, and that among the scanty 
fauna obtained from it, there occurred the primordial HarpideSy with 
AmphioHy a Trilobite found in Barrande’s second fauna. The beds 
of Hof, in Bavaria, described by M. Barrande as containing forms 
both of primordial and second faunas, also seem to be referable to 
the Tremadoc rocks. The Tremadoc rocks of Shropshire (cf. 
Callaway, Q.J.G.S. vol. xxxiii. p. 652) also have a fauna somewhat 

^ Of the genus Fhacopsy the subgeuns Chamiops has a large tail and many seg- 
ments, the subgenera Phacops proper and Acastc have much smaller ones, and few 
segments rclativelv to the thorax. 
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intermediate between M. Barrande’s first two faunas, especially after 
the light thrown upon the fossils of this group by Dr. Linnarsson 
(Geol. Mag. Decade II. Vol. V. p. 188). 

The Tremadoc group is considered by M. Barrande as appertaining 
from its base to his second fauna. He states that unfortunately 
some English geologists have associated it with part of the true 
primordial fauna, in the subdivision which they name Upper 
Cambrian. If we analyze the list of Tremadoc fossils given in 
Salter’s Catalogue of Cambrian and Silurian Fossils in the Wood- 
wardian Museum, we find that of eleven genera, two are peculiar 
to the Tremadoc beds, one occurs both above and below, two occur 
below only, and six above only. This seems to bear out M. Barrande’s 
view of the relation of this formation. Consequently those English 
geologists who have a tripartite division at present, ought to have 
a quadripartite one, or at any rate to shift their boundar 3 "-line in 
one case. But, indeed, we can draw hard palaeontological lines 
between most of the groups of the so-called primordial beds in 
Britain, and I think that the explanation of this is evident. The 
primordial fauna of Bohemia is the representative of only one 
English formation, viz. the Menevian ; when the so-called primordial 
group in Britain has been searched for fossils as carefully and 
persistently as that part of it in Bohemia which is fossil iferous, these 
breaks will disappear. In England our opportunities of collecting 
fossils are rarer than are those of foreign geologists ; consequently 
we show a preference for working out the richer zones, and do not 
give so much time as would be desirable to the more barren inter- 
mediate beds. 

Proceeding to consider the boundary between his second and third 
faunas. M. Barrande says that in the Llandovery group of England, 
which has been well studied, the inferior portion contains principally 
species of the second fauna, whilst the superior holds a majority of 
species of the third fauna. Our geologists now, however, usually 
group the Llandovery or May Hill Group entirely with the beds 
containing the upper fauna, whilst so fir is our knowledge of these 
rocks from being complete, that there is still a great deal of con- 
fusion as to certain beds, whether they are of Upper Bala age, or 
belong to the lower part of the May Hill beds. I have in a recent 
paper (Q.J.G.S. 1880, p. 591) endeavoured to show that M. Barrande’s 
‘‘ Colonies,” which ho appeals to as affording a mixture of the 
organisms of his second and third faunas, are to be explained as 
due entirely to physical disturbances. 

M. Barrande states that Murchison’s nomenclature is adopted by 
the Geological Society of London with the consent of nearly all 
European geologists, . and that the names “ Primordial Silurian,” 
“ Lower Silurian,” and “ Upper Silurian,” are employed in the last 
edition of Siluria,” a classic work which is in the hands of all 
geologists upon both continents. The amount of agreement with 
regard to this classification is shown in the following table, partly 
compiled from the list in Salter’s Catalogue of Cambrian and Silurian 
Fossils in the Woodwardian Museum ; 
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With this list before us, it is impossible to say that geologists are 
agreed with regard to one or another classification. Nor are foreign 
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geologists at all agreed as to their nomenclature ; for although they 
use the terms Silurian and Cambrian, they are used in various senses. 
In Sweden, for instance, the Lobiferus and Ketiolites Beds, respec- 
tively representing the May Hill and part of the Wenlock of Britain 
(cf. Tornqvist, Ofversigt af K. Vetensk.- Akad. Fdrhandl. 1879, 
No. 2, p. 72), are by some authors classed as Lower Silurian. What 
nomenclature then are we to adopt ? No classification depending on 
natural breaks is applicable over an enormously large area, for very 
obvious reasons, but yet the British names of other formations than 
the Cambrian and Silurian are very largely used by Euro2)ean and 
other geologists, when describing their own areas. Nor are these 
groupings comparable with one another as regards size ; for example, 
the Pliocene cannot be coiiqiared in magnitude with the Carboniferous, 
and yet these names are used as of equal value in the lists of systems 
given in our text-books. In short, our present classification may be 
described as an historical one; such being the case, the names Cambrian 
and Silurian should be used in their historical sense, until our entire 
nomenclature is re-modelled, and hence tlio word Cambrian should 
include the rocks from the base of tlie Harlech Beds to the toj) of 
the Bala group, as defined by its historian Sedgwick. Fhe term 
thus used is also natural to as great an extent as, if not greater than, 
that for any other system, for it seems that the movements which 
afi’ected the northern hemisphere in the Old World were very wide- 
spread during the deposition of the old rocks ; the beds dej)Osited in 
deeper water can be traced continuously over very large areas, e.g, 
the Arenig beds occurnng as black muds in Britain, Southern 
Sweden, France, Spain, and Bohemia, also the I'epresentatives of 
the Birkhill Shales and of the beds characterized by HetioUtes 
Geinitzianns ; consequently if these areas were contemporaneously 
submei’ged to some depth, it follows that the intermediate upheavals 
were also contemporaneous, and the greatest upheaval throughout 
Europe seems to have been after the end of the Bala period, so that 
even where the deposits were not actually raised above the water, 
as they were in many cases, there was deposition in veiy shallow 
water. This is the greatest upheaval in the European area which 
occurred throughout the i)eriods between the deposition of the Harlech 
Beds and that of the Ludlow, and it is accompanied by a palseonto- 
logical break. Other ydiysical breaks are local, and seem to have 
been due, not to widespread iqdieavals, but to local volcanic action, 
and hence are of no classificatory value ; such is the break at the 
base of the Collision Limestone of the English Lake District, and 
that at the base of Etage D. of Bohemia. 

English geologists are requested to bring their nomenclature 
before the International Commission for the Unification of Geological 
Nomenclature. A classification must therefore be adopted for our 
Lower Palmozoic rocks ; let us then be consistent, and add the names 
Cambrian and Silurian in their historical sense to the remainder of 
our historical names, especially as by so doing we make the nearest 
possible approach to a natural nomenclature, and although late, do 
justice to the great work of one of our greatest geologists. 



251 


U, JS. Howorth — The Mammoth in Europe. 

III. — The Mammoth in Europe. 

By I[enry H. Ho worth, F.S.A. 

{Coniiniwd from page 205.) 

I N France deposits of the same kind, such as those at Menche- 
coiirt, are familiar enough. To complete our merely illustrative 
list of examples, I would cpiote the vast deposits found in the offing 
of the Thames, and right away to the Dutch coast. Dr. Bree says 
that the bones occur in such quantities on the sea-bottom off Dun- 
kirk that the sailors call it the Burying Ground (Leith Adams’s 
Mem. on Eleplias primujeniiiB, p. 78). 

The identity of conditions in Europe and Siberia is carried out in 
other details. The deposit in which the bones occur is in both 
a fresh-water one, consisting of marly clay and of gravel, and its 
contents are of the same class. We mentioned in a j)revious ])aper 
how Schmidt found the remains of the Mammoth mixed with land and 
fluviatile shells. This is precisely the character of tlie corresponding 
beds ill Western Europe, on 13 '^ that in the latter, from the fact of 
their having been examined with much more critical care, the 
number of species of such shells recorded is veiy much greater. 

The discoveiy of these fresh-water shells is so constant, and they 
are so exceedingly numerous in the beds containing Mammoths’ 
remains, etc., that it is perfectly- useless to enumerate in detail the 
localities where they have occurred. In Ireland, in tlie marl under- 
lying the peat, with the Megaceros ; in England, in various neigh- 
bourhoods with the so-called Pleistocene fauna: and in France, in 
beds of the same horizon. We are told that sixt 3 ^-five species of 
such shells have been found at Menchecourt, thirty-throe at Saint- 
Acheul, and eighteen at Saint-Roch. They have been found in the 
valley of the Saone, of the Somme, in Dauphiny, and the Jura. The 
Loess in the valley of the Rhine and its tributaries is very full of 
such shells ; so are the similar deposits in the Vosges and the Black 
Forest. 

In the 29th volume of the Bulletin of the French Geological 
Society, p. 882, will be found an account of similar deposits in the 
valley of the Danube, also containing shells of the same class. The 
fact is they niay^ be said to be universally present in these beds. 
The great abundance of their remains prove that the conditions must 
have been , singularly favourable for the development of such 
molluscs. They point the same moral as the similar shells found in 
Siberia. 

The species, with the exception of a few to which I shall revert 
presently, are the same as those still found in the Western Pala^arctic 
region. M. Daubree says of the shells found in the Loess of the 
Rhine Valley that some species are veiy common, namel 3 ^ Succinea 
ohlonga, var. elongata, ITelix hispida, Pupa muscorum^ Helix arhusto- 
rum, Clausilia parvida. Pupa columella. Pupa edentulata, Helix 
crystallina, Clausilia gracilis. Helix pulchella. Helix montana. Pupa 
dolium, Clausilia duhia, Pupa pygmeea, Pulimus Inhricus, and Pupa 
secale. Seven other species are very rare. Of the whole number only 
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one, namely, Limnea minuta, is fluviatile, and of this only 28 indi- 
viduals out of 200,000 specimens have been noted. The greater 
part of these species, says our author, still live in the country ; the 
rest are so little different that they may be treated as mere varieties. 
Nearly all still live in cold damp climates, and some in the Alps as 
high as the limits of snow (Bull. GeoL Soc. of France, vol. xxiv. 
p. 490). 

Beer, speaking of the same class of shells, refers to the twenty- 
one species found by Professor Mousson in the Gallon part of the 
Ehine Valley, and described by him in the Transactions of the 
Natural Histoiy Society of Zurich in 1856, says they still without 
exception occur in Eastern Switzerland, most of them in the valley 
of the lihine or at the foot of the nearest mountain slopes. Helix 
riiderata is not now found in the plain, however, and only in the 
highest mountain region, that of the mountains of Glaris, Priittigau 
and the Senlis chain. Helix sericea glabella and Helix arhustoriim 
suhalpina also belong to the mountain region. Helix strigella, with 
a wide umbilicus, still occurs near Sargans, and is peculiar to that 
district. All the species except the four first named, says Beer, are 
either forest snails from the region of leafy trees, or species which 
prefer shady moist i^laces. Inhabitants of dry sunny localities are 
wanting. . . . Sjieaking of the Loess of the Lower Khine, he says of 
the numerous snails which have been collected in it, the species of 
shady moist localities certainly predominate, and with them are 
mixed certain forms (such as Helix hispida, Helix ruder ata^ and 
Helix arbustorum subalpina), which at present are met with only in 
high mountains, while no species occur which belong to warm sunny 
localities (Prim. World of Switzerland, vol. i. pp. 213 and 214). 

M. Tournouer, in describing the similar mollusca from the tuffs of 
Moret in the valley of the Seine, says that thirty-five species in all 
were discovered. They must have lived in the recesses of moist 
woods attached to leaves, to tender herbaceous plants, and to rocks 
where water fell ; some were probably brought down from a higher 
level by torrents. Of the thirty-five species just named, one half 
still live in the neighbourhood ; of the rest, some, like the Helix 
limbata, belong to the sub-Pyrenean district of South-western France, 
others to the mountain districts of the Alps and Jura. Of this 
class are Bulimus montanus, Clausilia dubia^ Pomatia septem- spiralis, 
etc. ; some to Eastern Europe, as Helix bidens, Clausilia pnmila, etc. ; 
others again to Southern forms, as Vitrina major, Zonites acies, a 
Helix, like Helix fruticum, etc. Some kinds seem to be extinct, as 
Succinea Joinvillensis, Cyclostorna lutetianum, several forms of Succinea, 
Zonites, and Clausilia. The most common species at Moret are the 
Helix arbustorum and nemoralis, still found over all Central and 
Northern Europe. The whole class found here is singularly like 
the parallel class from Canstadt, in Wurtemberg, both deposits 
being marked by the peculiar forms Helix hidens and Zonites acies. 
They bespeak a diffusion of European species more uniform than 
prevails now, with a damp and more uniform climate than now 
prevails, and at Moret one with a somewhat higher mean tempera- 
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ture, more like that now prevailing on the southern flanks of the 
Alps, in Friouli, and Croatia, where alone are now found the great 
Zonites {verticilluH^ croaticiis, etc.), the Helix nemoralis, Helix arhus- 
torum, and Helix hidens (Report of the International Congress of 
Anthropology at Stockholm, pp. 104-106). 

This evidence is assuredly coincident with that furnished by the 
fresh-water shells of the Siberian strata, in which Mammoths* 
remains occur, and especially by the remarkable fact that such a 
southern form as Cyrena Jluminalis occurs there (see Belt on the 
Superficial Deposits of Siberia, Journal Geological Society, vol. xxx. 
p. 490, etc.). 

These mollusca not only point to a mild climate but to one which 
was comparatively mild all the year round. For they could not 
migrate with the seasons nor could they survive an arctic tem- 
perature. The same conclusion is attested by the remains of plants. 

Here I would quote a curious passage from an essay b}^ Baer, 
entitled ‘‘De Fossilibus Mammaliiim Reliquiis,*’ etc., in which he 
describes the discovery of a number of trunks of birch trees with 
bones of Mammoths. I will quote his own graphic words. ‘‘In 
ponendo fundamento domus, custodi noni eraissarii canalis Bromber- 
gensis destinatae, repertum est sub turfa, 9 pedes alia, stratum arenae 
tenuis et huio incunihens, magnus arboriim numerus cortice fere 
incolumi, necnon ossium maximorum farrago, quorum multa, 
e fossa extracta sunt. . . . Clar. Wutzke, e consiliis regiminis, qui 
canali huio fodiendo, praefuit, de hac re a me interrogatus dentes 
efibssos, dentibus mammonteis omnino similes fuisse affirmavit. 
Mernoratu dignissimum videtur seeleton in sijlva prostrata inventum 
esse, et quidem inter arhores, quos plaga nostra ct hodio gignit. Oon- 
tendit vir laudatus quanquam lignum corruptum invenisset, ex cortice 
Betidam alham se agnovisse nec unum inter operarias fuisse qui non 
idem censisset. Quid strias fuscas, quibus praeter alias gaudet cortex 
betulinus, conspicuas observavit vir in his rebus peritissimus. Nuin 
ex relatio concludere eis elephantem primigenium in patria nostra, 
betuletis inhabitasse et ergo non tropicam tempericm expertum esse, 
an mavis casu quodam terrae su])erficiei commotiones Betulas cum 
reliquis Mammonteis ex antiquiore aevo superstitibus in maris fuiido 
quern arena indicat commiscuisse’* (op. cit. pp. 15 and 16). 

Mammoths’ remains were found associated with cones of the Finns 
sylvestris at Sprottau, in Silesia (Quarterly Review, vol. cxiv. p. 378), 
but it is the evidence recently adduced by Heer and Saporta 
which is the most valuable. The former has written on the Plant 
Remains from the Quaternary deposits so rich in Mammoth remains 
at Canstadt in Wurtemberg and elsewhere, and the latter on the 
similar remains from Moret, in the valley of the Seine. 

From the tuffs of Canstadt Professor Heer has succeeded in 
identifying 29 species of plants ; these comprised a large oak with 
obtusely and widely lobate leaves, six inches broad, and oval acorns 
nearly twice as large as those of Quercus peduncidata ; a poplar with 
large cordate leaves, with but faintly undulated leaves (Fopulus 
D'aasiif Heer) ; a walnut, like the American Juglans nigra and 
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cinerea; and anion^ the species still living there, the red fir, the 
white birch, the hazel and the sycamore, the white fir, as})en, silver 
poplar, pedunculated oak, hornbeam, elm, lime tree and spindle tree, 
the Solix monandriiy fragilis, anrita, sirninalis, and especially Salix 
cinerea^ the Cornus sanguinea^ the Rhamnus frangula and cathar/icus, 
the box, the Vaccinium uNginosum, the great manna grass (Gljjceria 
spectahilis) the reed and the harts’ tongue {Scohpendruni officinale). 
Except the extinct species and the box, all these plants now live in 
Wurtemberg ; the sycamore is not found atCanstadt however, but in 
the mountains, and the whortleberry in the ])eat bogs. “ On the 
whole,” says Heer, climatal conditions are implied in the flora of 
Canstadt similar to those now prevalent in the same locality.” In 
old turbaries of Ivra3a and in drift debris near Mur in 8tyria trunks 
of the Siberian pine (Pimis cemhra) have been found, and near 
Schwerzenbach, in the Canton of Zurich, in drift loam, Betula na^ia, 
Salix retusa, Salix reticulata, Salix polarie, Polygonum vivipariim and 
JDryas octopetala (Heer, op. cit. pp. 20G-7). This more northern 
flora is perhaps due to the proximity of the Alps, or it perhaps 
belongs to a somewhat earlier period. It is very probable indeed 
that the white clay band above the Bovey Tracey Lignites, which 
was described by Professor Heer and others in the 152nd volume of 
the PhilosoiDhical Transactions, is of the same age as the brick-earths 
and white marls in which the Mammoth occurs. It is interesting 
to note that Professor Heer recovered from this clay leaves of the 
Retula nana, and of three species of Sallees which he identified 
respectively with Salix cinerea, Salix repens, and Salix amhigua. 
The first of these points to Devonshire then having had a colder 
climate than now, it not being found south of Scotland; the evidence 
of the willow leaves, says Professor Heer, is the same, indicating that 
at this time Bovey was a cold peat moor. He remarks that Salix 
cinerea is one of the commonest species at Canstadt (op. cit. p. 1044). 

M. Saporta’s researches have been devoted to the French strata, 
and he communicated a most interesting paper to the Stockholm 
meeting of Anthropologists in 1874, on the flora of the tuffs of 
Moret in the Seine Valley, already referred to. The following 
plants have been found there : Scolopendrium officinale, Corylus 
avellana, Salix cinerea. Salix fragilis, Pojmlus canescens, Ficus carica, 
Fraxinus excelsior, Viburnum tinus, Iledera helix, Clematis vitalha, 
Taxus sempervirens, Acer pseudo-platanus, Euonymus Europanis, 
Euonymus latifolius, Cercis siliquastrum. Of these fifteen species, 
five are not now found at Moret, namely, Ficus carica. Viburnum 
tinus, Taxus sempervirens, Euonymus latifolius, and Cercis siliquastrum. 

The whole of the plants found at Moret are also found at Canstadt, 
except the Cercis, the Viburnum, and the Ficus. The co-existence of 
these species, says M. Saporta, proves very clearly that, notwith- 
standing the variations due to latitude, Europe from the Mediter- 
ranean to its central districts offered fewer contrasts, and was more 
uniform than it is now. A more equable climate, damp and clement, 
allowed the Acer pseudo-platanus and the fig to live associated 
together near Paris, as it allowed the reindeer and hymna. The 
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Acer grows with difficulty now where the Eicus grows wild, while 
the latter has to be protected in. winter in the latitude of Paris (pp, 
ciL pp. 102, 104). 

In this debris of the flora we not only have a capital means of 
fixing the isotherraals of the period when, and the district where, the 
Mammoth and his comi)anion8 lived, but also have no doubt a fair 
list of the plants upon which he was accustomed to feed. 

The evidence of the animals found with the Mammoth in Western 
Europe and Siberia points to precisely the same conclusion. Un- 
fortunately we have had only very incomplete researches in the 
latter area, but we know that the Rhinoceros tichorhiniis. Bison prisons. 
Bos primigenius, Equus cahallus, and the Ovibos moschatus occur 
there, and all these occur together in the west ; but further we find 
in these deposits in the west several animals which are still living 
in Siberia, and which have no doubt survived from the epoch of 
the Mammoth, but are no longer found living in Europe, such as 
the Saiga Antelope, the Keindeer, the Lemming, two species of 
Spermophilus, etc. The presence of these animals in both areas 
points most forcibly to the climatic and other conditions having 
been alike in both, a view which is much confirmed by the famous 
discovery described by Mr. John Evans, in the 20th volume of the 
Journal of the Geological Society, of not only bones of the wild 
goose which have occurred elsewhere in Europe, but also of portions 
of egg-shells, in all probability belonging to the same bird, which 
still breeds in such enormous numbers in Siberia. The immense 
deposits of fluviatile mollusca from the beds we have described 
prove what a famous feeding ground Europe must then have been 
for the wild goose, and shows why Europe should* then have been its 
breeding quarters, it being widely held now that the summer habitat 
of birds is mainly fixed by abundance of suitable food. 

While the evidence of the Mammals is satisfactory that a con- 
tinuous climate and conditions ranged over both Siberia and Europe, 
their evidence is also consistent with that of the other ffictors we 
have adduced, that the climate must have been a temperate, and 
doubtless one with a more equable mean between summer and 
winter, marked perhaps by an isotherm very like the one which now 
characterizes Central Europe. This is surely pointed by the dis- 
covery of bones of Lepus timidus, near Salisbury, described by Mr. 
Evans in the paper already cited, and the more important discovery 
of remains of the Sorex araneus, of young moles, of the Lepus iimidtis, 
of the common squirrel, of the Mus terrestris, and of many bones of 
frogs, together with those of the Mammoth, Khinoceros, and Hysena, 
at Kostritz (see Schlotheiin zur Petrefactenkunde, Gotha, 1822). 

It would seem, therefore, that Siberia and Europe during the 
period of the Mammoth formed one zoological province, which in 
Western Europe more or less overlapped with an entirely different 
province then occupying the Mediterranean border-land, and of 
which some sporadic elements, such as the Hippopotamus, the 
Rhinoceros leptorhinus, and probably the Machairodus, extended 
into Mid-Britain. These mammals are matched among the mollusca 
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l)y large specimens of Cyclostoma eleganSy like tliose found in Nortliem 
Italy, the Cyrena fliminalis now living in the zone from the Caspian 
to Syria, larger specimens of Helix arbustorum, also pointing to a 
higher temperature, and Vitrina elongata, now living in tlie South 
of France, and these again by such plants as the I^ctis carica. 

The conclusion from these various facts seems inevitable that just 
as the companions and the various conditions of life which sur- 
rounded the Mammoth in Europe were the same as those in Siberia, 
BO its mode of life was the same. That it lived and died where its 
remains are now found in a climate marked by a temperate character 
all the year round, and further that the causes of its disappearance 
were probably the same in both. The consideration of this last very 
critical question I propose, with the permission of the Editors, to 
postpone to another paper. I ought to state that this paper was 
written some time before the publication and entirely independent 
of Mr. Geikie’s very admirable work on “ Prehistoric Europe.” 


IV. — Notes on the Vertebrata of the Pre-Glacial Forest 
Bed Series of the East of England. 

By E. T. Newon, F.G.S. 

(Published by permission of the Director- General of the Geological Survey.) 
PART lY.— RODEXTIA AND IXSECTIVORA. 

A S in the previous notes (Geol. Mag. Decade II. Vol. VII. No. 

10, p. 447, 1880), so in the present, it is deemed desirable to 
give in the first instance a complete list of all the examples of the 
groups under consideration, which have hitherto been recorded, and 
then, having exanfined each critically, finally to give a corrected 
list. 


Rodentia and Insectivora said to hate been EOT ni) in the “ Forest Bed 
Series.” (See also corrected list, at p. 259.) 


Trogontherium Cuvier i. 

Castor fiber (= C. Muropceus), 
jirvicola amphibia. 

agrestis. 

arvalis. 

glareoltis. 

Eodentia. 


Sciurus^ sp. 

Mns muse ulus, 
Talpa Etiropcca, 
Sof't'X fodiots, 

- - ■ remifer. 
Myogale moschata. 


Trogontherium . — In the year 1846, Prof. Owen referred certain 
lower jaws of a large Kodent, obtained from the Forest Bed, to 
Fisher’s genus Trogontherium , with the specific name of T. Cuvieri 
(Brit. Foss. Mams. p. 184). Sir C. Lyell had already referred to 
these specimens in 1840 (London and Edinb. Phil. Mag. ser. 3, vol. 
xvi. p. 84:5), on Prof. Owen’s authority, as belonging in all pro- 
bability to a species of Beaver distinct from the recent one. English 
writers have, since the year 1846, almost without an exception, 
received Prof. Owen’s determination; but on the Continent there 
has been great diversity of opinion, so much so, that the synonymy 
has become much too complicated for any attempt to be made to 
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explain it in the present notes. It will be sufficient to say that in 
1869 M. Gervais (Zool. et Paleont. General, p. 80), adopted M. 
Poiners name of Dinh'oticua Schmerlingii for these large “ Forest 
Bed” Beavers, believing that their affinity with Fisher’s Trogontherium 
had not been established. Prof. Owen, however, in 1869 (Geol. 
Mag. Vol. VI. p. 49), described other specimens of these Kodents, and 
being still convinced that his previous determination was correct, 
retained the name of Trogontherium CuvierL Since that time several 
examples of upper- and lower-jaw teeth, with limb-bones, have been 
obtained, and it is with no little satisfaction I am able to say, that 
these confirm, in an unexpected manner, Prof. Owen’s determination. 
Fisher’s type specimen was a skull without the lower jaw and 
having the cheek teeth in an early stage of wear, so that each 
exhibited four folds or islands of enamel ; the hindermost one having 
two small additional folds. The first British specimens found were 
lower jaws, so that it was extremely difficult to compare them, 
especially as neither of them had the teeth in the same early con- 
dition of wear as the type. The only upper jaw with teeth which 
was known, until quite recently, was that figured by Prof. Owen in 
1869 {loc. cit), and in this the only two teeth which were perfect 
had each only two folds, and consequently differed much from the 
original specimen. On this accoir * several writers were of opinion 
that they could not be referred even to the same genus. An exami- 
nation of the numerous teeth, both lower and upper, which are now 
to be found in various collections, show in a most conclusive manner, 
as it seems to me, that the folds of enamel, which in the early con- 
dition are all connected with the exterior surface of the crown, 
rapidly lose their connexion and become isolated, as is the case with 
most of the folds in Mr. Fisher’s type. Gradually as the tooth 
wears some of the islands of enamel become obliterated, and hence 
in old examples some of the teeth may exhibit only two folds, as in 
the upper jaw figured by Prof. Owen and mentioned above. One 
series of upper teeth, in Mr. Savin’s Collection, agrees as closely as 
possible with Fisher’s original specimen as figured by Rouillier. 

The great difference, which Prof. Owen maintained there existed, 
between this large “ Forest Bed ” Beaver and the recent forms of 
Castor, is likewise confirmed by recent acquisitions. Not only do 
these differences extend to the forms and proportions of the grinding 
teeth and incisors, both upper and lower, but also to the form of 
the lower jaw itself and to the bones of the limbs. 

There is no evidence of a second species of Trogontherium from 
the “Forest Bed,” all the remains at present found being referable to 
2\ Cuvieri. These remains have been obtained at Cromer, Mundesley, 
Bacton, West Rnnton, and Kessingland, and Mr. K. Fitch has an 
incisor from the Norwich Crag of Thorpe. 

Castor. — The remains of Beavers were among the earliest Mam- 
malian bones obtained from the “ Forest Bed,” and were mentioned 
by S. Woodward in 1833 (Geol. Norfolk), and referred to Castor fiber. 
I have been unable to trace any remains of the true Beaver among 
the older specimens, except one tooth in the King Collection, and 
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am inclined to think that most of the remains referred to as Castor 
were really Trogontherium. However, quite recently two or three 
undoubted examples have been found at West Kunton and Kessing- 
land, so that tliere is no question as to the occurrence of this genus 
in the ‘‘Forest Bed Series.” I have preferred to retain Prof. Owen’s 
name of Castor Europccus, seeing that good authorities acknowledge 
a constant, though slight, ditierence between this form and the 
American Beaver. 

Arvicola. — I’he remains of Voles were recognized among the 
“ Forest Bed ” Mammalia as early as the year 184:0 (Lyell, Loud. Edin. 
Phil. Mag. ser. 3, vol. xvi. p. 345). Prof. Owen seems to have been 
tlie first to refer any of them to the Arvicola amphibia (Brit. Foss. 
Mams. 1846, 205); and since then it has been included in most of 

the lists. Within the last few years remains of a smaller species 
have been found, and these have been referred by different writers to 
the species given in the list above. After a careful examination of 
a large series of Voles’ remains, including, as 1 believe, all the im- 
portant specimens hitherto found, I am led to the following con- 
clusions : 1st. That of the larger forms of Vole found in the 
“ Forest Bed,” the greater number have well-developed fangs to 
the cheek teeth, in tlie adult condition, and on this account they 
cannot bo referred to the common Vole, altliough the patterns of the 
teeth are almost identical in the two. I propose therefore to call 
this species Arvicola {tivotomys. Cones) intermedia, in reference to 
the intermediate position which it occu})ies between the Arvicola 
avnphihia and Arvicola (Evotomys) glareola. 2nd. That it is 
doubtful whether the true Arvicola amphibia really occurs in the 
“ Forest Bed.” All the examples in the Green Collection which are 
referable to this species are from Ostend, and it is just possible that 
they were obtained from an alluvial deposit which is known to 
exist in the neighbourhood. Some few large specimens of teeth 
from West Runton have no fangs, and may possibly bo A. amphibia, 
but the evidence is far from conclusive, and it seems best to put a 
query after the species. 3rd. That most of the smaller Voles are to 
be referred to A. arvalis, seeing that no example of the characteristic 
second upper tooth of A. agrestis has yet been obtained, while several 
examples of upper teeth with five angles have been found. 4th. One 
small lower jaw with fanged teeth, and several small teeth also with 
fangs, are definite evidence of the occurrence of Arvicola (Evotomys) 
glareola. Limb-bones of the larger and smaller species are also 
known. 

Mas , — In the year 1869, Prof. Boyd Dawkins gave the Mus 
musculus as occurring in the Pre-Glacial Forest Bed (Quart. Journ. 
Geol. Soc. vol. XXV. p. 198), but there seems to have been some 
mistake about this specimen, as it has been omitted from each of the 
lists which he has published since that date. However, we are now 
in a position to re-insert the genus, although with a different species ; 
for Messrs. C. Keid and A. Savin have each obtained a portion of 
a lower jaw with teeth, and both these agree precisely with the 
recent Mus sylvaticus both in size and in the arrangement of their 
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cusps, aud differ in both these respects from the M. musculns. These 
specimens were obtained from the West Kunton Freshwater Bed, as 
were also certain limb-bones which probably belong to the same 
species. 

Sciums vulgaris ? — It was Professor Oswald Heer, who first 
noticed that some of the Fir-cones found in the “Forest Bed” had 
been gnawed in a manner precisely like what is known to be the 
work of the recent squirrel, and on this authority Mr. A. Bell intro- 
duced the genus Sciurus into his list of Mammalia from these beds 
(Geol. Assoc. 1871). There is a small humerus from Ostend, 
in the Green Collection at the British Museum, which agrees so 
exactly with that of the recent Sciurus vulgaris that there is little 
doubt as to its belonging to that species. It is supposed to have 
been obtfiined from the “ Forest Bed,” but there is the same doubt 
as to its true horizon, as there was seen to be in the case of the 
Arvicola amphibia, and therefore, a query is placed after the sj)ecies. 

Inseotivora. 

Talpa. — Since the publication of Green’s History of Bacton, in 
1842, the Mole has been recognized as belonging to the “Forest Bed ” 
Fauna. The characteristic humerus has been very frequentl}^ ob- 
tained from the Freshwater Bed at West Kunton and Bacton, and 
jaws from the latter place are referable to the Talpa Enropma, and 
not to the T. creca. 

Sorex. — Prof. Owen recognized two species of Sorex from the 
“ Forest Bed,” which he thought were probably S. fodiens and 
S. remifer. Little more can be said, at the present time, than that 
there are two species diftering in size, and although it seems to 
be desirable to refer them to the S. vulgaris and S. pygmeens this 
change from the names given by Prof. Owen is probably chiefly 
owing to the complex synonymy of the species, which, in 1840, had 
not been so carefully worked out as it has since been by Blasius 
and Bell. 

Myogale moschata , — The lower jaw called by Prof. Owen Palceo- 
spalax magnus is now known to be identical with that of the recent 
Dc^sman of Kussia, the Myogale moschata, which is referred by 
some writers to the genus Sorex. Several jaws and limb-bones 
have recently been obtained from West Kunton, which confirm the 
identity of these fossils with the recent form. 

List of tue Rodentia and Tnsectivoua of the “ Fohest Bed Series,” 

CORRECTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AROVE NOTES. 

(Those marked with an asterisk* are new to the “ Forest Bed Series.”) 

Trofjonihermm Cuvieri, Owen. Sciurmt valgarh ? Linn. 

Castor Enropfrus, Owen. sphatiras, Liim. 

Arvlcida amphibia ? Jnnn. Talpa Ear opiva, Liiiii. 

* intermedia, n. sp. iSorex vulgaris, liinn. 

arvalis, Pall. pygmaais, i^illas. 

glareola, Schreh. Myogale moschata, Linn. 
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V. — On the Corkelation op the Lower PALiEOzoio Kooks op 
Britain and Scandinavia. 

By Charles Lapworth, F.G.S., etc., 

Professor of Geology and Mineralogy, Mason Science College, Birmingliam. 

I N the pages of the Geol. Mag., about a year ago,^ I called attention 
to the rapid growth of our knowledge of the sequence and 
fossils of the Lower Palaeozoic Rocks of Sweden, through the brilliant 
discoveries of the officers of the Swedish Geological Survey ; and 
pointed out what appeared to myself to be their special bearing 
upon certain controverted points in British Geology. During the 
past year the additional results obtained by the same group of earnest 
and unprejudiced observers are so important in themselves, and have 
been worked out with such care and elaboration, that we have now 
a tolerably complete view of the entire Lower Palaeozoic Succession 
in the Scandinavian Peninsula, and are, for the first lime, in a 
position to attempt the detailed correlation of its recognized rock 
groups with their representatives in Britain. 

It is now at least some thirty- six years since Murchison made his 
first attempt to parallel the Scandinavian Succession with that 
worked out by himself in the West of England ; and more than 
fourteen years since he put the finishing touches to this parallel in 
the classic pages of ‘‘ Siluria.”^ To those who have not attentively 
studied the recent advances in our knowledge of the Lower Palaeozoic 
formations of Britain, Murchison’s parallel still appears sufficient 
for all scientific purposes. But all earnest students of British 
Palaeozoic geology are well aware, that although satisfactory enough 
in its day, it has long ceased to be of any practical value ; while, 
at the present time, it has the positive disadvantage of hiding from 
geologists in general the many striking correspondences now known 
to exist between the Lower Palaeozoic formations in Britain and 
Scandinavia. In the present memoir, therefore, I propose, while 
directing attention to the valuable data recently supplied us by the 
geologists of Sweden and Norway, to treat of these data in geological 
sequence, to indicate as briefly as possible, a few of the chief i)oints 
of identity or similarity between the Lower Palaeozoic formations as 
developed in Britain and Scandinavia, and to construct therefrom 
a new parallel that shall summarize our present knowledge, and 
afford the working geologist a general idea of the lines upon which 
his future investigations may most profitably be directed. 

Section I. — Cambrian System. 

Under the name Cambrian I include, with Dr. Hicks, all the 
fossiliferous strata lying between the basal beds of the Harlech 
Kocks as shown at St. Davids, and the provisional line drawn at 
present between the Lower and Upper Tremadoc Beds of Sedgwick 

' Lapworth, On Linnarsson’s Recent Discoveries in Swedish Geology, — Geologi- 
cal Magazine, 1880, pp. 29, 68, et. seqq. 

2 Murchison, Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. vol. i. p. 467, 1845. 

3 Siluria, fourth edition, p. 348, et seq., 1867. 
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and Salter, as exhibited in the typical localities in North Wales. 
These limits define, with sufficient accuracy for our present purpose, 
the strata containing the First or Primordial Fauna of Barrande, as 
developed in Britain. In the rocks of this age, two distinct faunas 
have long been universally recognized — a younger subfauna marked 
by the preponderance of 'IVilobita of the genus Glenns and its most 
intimate allies, and an older subfauna individualized by the exclusive 
possession of the remarkable genus Paradoxides. Broadly speaking, 
the Olenidian (or 0/er«?i.s-bearing) rocks constitute the Upper 
Cambrian of Hicks, and the Paradoxidian (or Paradoxides-henring) 
his Lower Cambrian. But the genus Paradoxides has not hitherto 
been detected in the thick sandstones and flags that form the basal 
zones of Hicks’ Lower Cambrian. These have, as yet, jdelded little 
except the Annelide-burrows and markings (Scolithus, etc.) common 
in sandy deposits of all ages. It is certain that traces of more 
highly organized creatures will, in the future, be detected in these 
basal beds, but it will, in the mean time, be found most convenient, 
for purposes of comparison, to allude to these deep-seated zones as 
the Annelidian or Scolithian beds of the Cambrian. 

Following generally the classification of the strata, containing the 
British Primordial Fauna, proposed by Hr. Hicks, we may, at 
present, regard the typical Cambrian System of Wales as being 
composed of tlie following members : — 

(III.) Upper Cambrian of Hicks {Olenidian l)ivifiio}i). 

(4) Trcmadoc (Tiowor) Group of Belt and Dr. Callaway, with Asaphellus 
ILomfrnyi^ Dlctyonema .soci(th\ etc. 

(3) Dolg'clly Group of Belt, -with Varaholina sphiulosa^ Wahl., Tellura 
scarabeoidts, Wahl., etc. 

(2) Festiuiog Group of Bolt, with Conocoryphe mnernra. 

(1) Maeiitwrog Group of Belt, with Olenus yibbomsy Agmstua pisiformis^ 
Liun., etc. 

Lower Cambrian of Hicks {Paradoxidian Division^ etc.). 

(II.) Meiievian Group of Hicks, with Paradoxides PavidiSj Salt., etc. 

(I.) Harlech Bocks of Hicks. 

i l) Superior Group, with Paradoxides^ Plutonia^ etc. 

2) Inferior Group, with Annelides, Linyiilella, etc. {Annelidian Division), 

The great fossiliferous Cambrian System of Wales, as thus defined, 
is nearly three miles in vertical thickness, and reposes unconformably 
below, both at St. Davids ^ and in the Harlech Region,^ upon the 
metamorphic rocks of the Archaean ; while in both these areas its 
highest beds are surmounted with apparent conformity by the basal 
zones of the succeeding Ordovian (or Loioer Silurian) System, with a 
new and distinct fauna. 

Cambrian System in Scandinavia, — Occupying a systematic position 
identical with that of the Welsh Cambrian, we find in Scandinavia, 
as the first of its Lower Palaeozoic Systems, a corresponding series 
of fossiliferous sediments, marked by a similar fauna. As in Wales, 
also, this series is most conveniently regarded as being separable into 
two main divisions ; a Lower Division of sandstones and grey wackes 
resting uncon formalDly upon the Archaean, and an Upper Division (the 

1 Hicks, Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. 1877, p. 238, etc. 

* Hicks, Geol. Mag. 1880, p. 529. . 
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well-known Alum Schists) of calcareous and pyritous flagstones and 
shales, passing up conformably into the basal beds ot the succeeding 
Ordoviaii System, with its distinct fauna. But, while in the typical 
British area of St. Davids, the Lower, or sandy division of the Cain- 
lu'ian, contains examples of the genus Paradoxides in all its higher 
zones, the homotaxeous arenaceous rocks of Sciindinavia show no 
trace whatever of the presence of that conspicuous fossil. It is, how- 
ever, present and abundantly prolific in the lower halt ot the succeed- 
ing Schist division. Hence it has been contended by Linnarsson 
that the Alum Schists represent the whole of the Jtritish Trilobite- 
bearing Cambrians, and that the underlying sandy strata answer to 
the barren basal beds below. By Dr. Hicks, on the contrary, it 
was believed that none of the Alum Schists are of greater anti(piity 
than his Menevian Group, and that the Swedish sandstones represent 
merely the highest zones of his arenaceous Harlech Bocks. For my 
own part, though I sus]iect that the deep-seated Annelide-bearing 
sandstones of the Cambrian in both regions are merely rapidly 
di'posited arenaceous bases to the slowly accumulated Paradoxidian 
Bocks which overlie them, and thus of slightly different geological 
ages in different localities, I shall here conventionally group them 
together under the general title of Ann el idi an or Scoliihian. 

The Cambrian Bocks of Scandinavia have been subdivided as 
follows : 

Sweden (Linnarsson, etc.).^ 

V. — Dir’TYONKMA Schists, with i)/r- 
tifanthia JlnlnUifonnc, Eichw. 

TV. — Olenvs Schists (Upper Alum 
Schists), with Ptltura scnrnhcoidiHy 
etc , in the upper zones, and Ole n us 
gibbosHs,y^\x\\\.y and Agnostus pisi-- 
funnis, Linn., in the lower. 

HI. — I’aiiadoxide.s Schists (Lower 
Alum Schists), with f'aradoxides 
Forchhnnmitri in the hij^hest h(“ds ; 

Tor. Jbavi.dis, Salt., and T. 

Salt., in the middle ; and Toradox. 

KJcriilJi, Linrs., in the low(?r zones. 

II. — Fucoii) Sandstone, with Fucoids 
(Annolides) and Luigulrlla ? 

I. — Eophyton Sandstone, with 
TopJn/tou, Cruziana (Annelidcs), and 
Obolm ? 

Basal Cambrian Sandstones (Annelidian) of Sweden. — The Annelide- 
bearing Sandstones which lie at the base of the Cambrian System 
of Sweden are arranged by the officers of the Swedish Geological 
Survey in two main divisions — the EopJnjton Sandstone and the 
Fvcoid Sandstone. The first of these reposes, with a strong un- 
(jonformability, upon the underlying Archaean, and is succeeded 
conformably by the second, which graduates conformably in its turn 
into the overlying Paradoxidian zones. 

^ Linnarsson, Geol. Mao. 1876, p. 241, otc. 

2 Kjerulf, Die Geolo^ie des Mittlereu Norwegeii (Bohn), 1880, p. 66, etc. 

^ Kjerulf, ibid. p. 145. 


XoHWAY (Prof. Kjerulf).* 

IVimordial ]<\>rmati(>n (Kjerulf). 
II.— Oi.ENVs Ktaoe (Aliun Schists), 
with JJirtgoucniu. Tilt ora scara- 
broidcs, AVahl., Olruus gibbosus,W.y 
Agnostm pUiformisy Linn., etc. 

I. — Pakadoxjdf.s Etaoe — 

\d. Upper I’uradoxidi'S Niveau, with 
Tnradoxidcs Torr/iawutrrly An^. 
le. Middle Paradoxides Niveau, with 
Taradoxidt's Tvssiuiy Broiiji^n., etc. 
1^. JiOwer Paradoxides Niveau, with 
Taradoxidvs KJrrolJiy Linrs., etc. 
1«. Spuraj^mite formation, without 
fossils.^ 
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From the inferior or Eophyion Sandstone, Mr. Linnarsson has 
collected the enigmatical fossil which gives its name to the forma- 
tion, the remarkable Eophyton Linneanum, together with a peculiar 
Brachiopodous shell {Obolus? monilifer, lAxm,), iorva^ of Pteropoda 
and Sponges {Astylospongia) , and the so-called Annelides — Cruzianay 
Arihrophycus, etc. 

The succeeding Fucoid Sandstones are comparatively barren, the 
only forms yet quoted from them are Lingula f favosa, Linrs., and 
the usual Fucoid tracks and burrows of worms, etc. 

Tlieso sandstones are well developed in Westrogothia, Ostrogoth ia, 
Nerike, and Scania. Jn the last-mentioned region, the entire series 
occurs, according to Angelin and Dr. Lundgren, in four recognizable 
zones, with the following characters : ^ 

(4.) Grripvncke Srhhtfi (oO feet), containiiij^ occasional nodules of phosphorite, 
hut no reco”:iiizable fossils. 

(3.) llardrhcrya lSainlsto)K‘ (COO feet), a coarse -i^aiiied hard sandstoiK; with 
(piartzose nuitrix, passing into greywaekes in the upper zones, containing 
fucoid- inarkiiigs and burrows of Annelidi'S. 

(2.) Quartzite, and QaartzHe Conalomrrnti' (loO to 200 feet), a thick hard rock, 
brittl(‘, with coiichoidal fracture. 

(1.) Luynas isand^tonv. A coarse sandstone (GO feet), containing (crystals of) 
quartz, felspar, and mica— in other words, an arkoH‘. Ac(a)rdingto Angelin 
liimself, the lowest layers of this sandstone alteruab' with the bedded gneiss. 
According to Linuars.soii, this relation is open to (question. 

If (as suggested by Lundgren) zones 3 and A represent the Fucoid 
Sandstone, that formation attains here a maximum thickness of G50 
feet, and the basal or Eophyton beds a depth of 250 feet. The thick- 
ness of the same formations near Gland is estimated by Sjogren at 
350 feet and 150 feet respectively.^ In Westrogothia they have a 
collective thickness of from 70 to 80 feet.** 

Alum Schist Formation of Sweden, 

The Upper or Alum Schist formation of the Swedish Cambrian 
System attains its typical development in the classical locality of 
Andrarum in Scania, where its two grand divisions — the Lower 
characterized by Faradoxides, and the Upper by Oleniis — are highly 
fossiliferous, and admit of such a minute examination in situ, that 
it has been found possible to subdivide them into several distinct 
palaeontological zones, and to give a tolerably exact estimate of the 
vertical thickness and characteristic fossils of each. 

Angelin, misled by the highly prolific nature of the Paradoxides- 
bearing limestone of this locality, originally assigned it a sy^steinatic 
position superior to that of the 0/ew?ts-bearing beds ; ^ his regio A. 
(Olenorum), to which he referred the generality of the Primordial 
Beds of Scandinavia, being regarded by him as inferior to his regio 
B, (Conocorypharum), and being supposed to occur only at Andrarum 
and in the island of Bornholm, Linnarsson, from his studies in 

1 Lundgren, text to Angelin’s Geologisk Ofversigts-Karta bfver Sk&ue, pp. 12-18. 

* Sjogren, Bidrag till Glands Geologi. Ofvers. Iv. V. Fbrh. 1871, p* G75. 

3 Linnarsson, Vestergotlaiids Caiubriska och Siluriska Bilduiugar ixougl. Svenska. 
Yet.-Akad. Handlingar, 1869, pp. 29, 55. 

* Angelin, Palajoutologica Scandinavica, pp. iii, iv. 
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Westrogothia, showed that the OZen us -bearing strata there actually 
overlay the beds with Conocoryphe and Faradoxides} The same 
fact was also subsequently demonstrated for the typical Scanian 
localities by Dr. Nathorst,^ whose contributions to this question, 
brief as they are, are already classical in the history of Swedish 
geology. The literature of the subject is already voluminous ; and, 
as might have been anticipated, all the most valuable contributions 
are from the paleontological side. Chiefest of these are the memoirs 
of Mr. Linnarsson, the accomjdished paleontologist of the Swedish 
Survey,^ whose every paper is a model of laborious accuracy and 
cautious generalization; of Professor Torrel ; ^ of Mr. Sjogren,® and 
others. Within the last few months the development of tlie fossili- 
feroiis Cambrian deposits of the t 3 ^pical locality of Andrarum has 
been summarized with great care by Dr. Sven. Tullberg, in the 
introductory part of his most valuable memoir upon the “ Agnostus- 
species of the Cambrian succession of Andrarum.” ® 

(Paradoxidian Division), — According to Linnarsson the Para- 
doxides-henring strata of Sweden fall most naturally into six 
divisions, viz. — 

6. Strata with Agnoatus lirvigntmt, Dalnian. 

t5. ,, ,, 2\irfuIoxid(‘s For ch hammer Angelin. 

4. ,, ,, Faradoxides olandiens, 

3. ,, ,, Foradox'ides J>avid'iH^ Salt. 

2. ,, ,, Faradoxidcs 'I'csmii, Lrongn. 

1. ,, ,, Faradoxiilvs Kje rulfi, Linnrs. 

With one exception (that of No. 4) all these zones are recognizable 
at Andrarum, and judging from the elaborate tables, figures, and 
notes given in Dr. Tullberg’s recent memoir, they appear to have the 
following local characteristics : — 

1. The lo'wost zono {Paradox i(h‘s Kjernlfi zone of Innnarsson) consists of about 20 

feet of schists reposing at a small angle upon the basal sandstones of the 
region. Its deepest beds are greywacke-like schists, with Paradoxidvs Ejendji^ 
Linnrs. , forms of Fllipsocephalus awii AriomdJns^ nuCi LingnlcUa Xathorsti^lAmi. 
Next follow phosphorite -bearing liine-stones and alum schists, with fragments of 
a Fnradoxides resembling 2\ ISjoffreni, Innnrs., and tins zone is terminated by 
alum schists wuth Agnosim atartis^ TullbtTg. 

2. The folloTving zone {I'aradoxidrH Tessuti zone of Linnarsson, F, Jrichsii zone of 

Torrel) has a total thickncjss of about 30 feet. It appears to be capable of sub- 
division into at least three subzones, viz. — 


* Linnarsson, Bidtrag till Vestergotlands goologi, O.K.Vet. Ak. 1868. 

* Nathorst, Tiagerfolgen Cambriska formations vid Andrarum, O.K V Ak. Fbrh. 
1869 ; Kambriskfi och Siluriska lagren vid Kiviks Esperiid, etc., ibid. 1876. 

3 Compare Linnarsson, Vestergotlands Cambriska och vSiluriska aflagringar K. 
Vet. Ak. Handl.1809; Nd,graf6rsteuiiigarfr&n Sveriges “Primoirdialzon,” O.K.V.A. 
Forh. 1872; Ofversigt Nerikes Ofvergangsbildnmgar, ibid. 1875; Brachiopoda 
of Paradoxides-beds of Sweden, ibid. 1876 ; Fauna i Kalken med Conocoryphe 
exsulans, Publications Swedish Geol. Survey, 1879; h'bsteningarne in svenska 
lagren raed Peltura och Spheerophthalmmf Geol. Fdrens. Fbrh. 1880, etc., etc. 

* Torrel, Petrificata suecana formationis cambricie, Lund, 1869-70. 

® Sjogren, Anteckningar om Gland, Ofvers K.V.Ak. Fbrh. 1851 ; Bidrag Glands 
Geologi, ibid. 1871 ; N&gra fbrsteningar Glands Kambriska lager, Geol. For. Fbrh. 
1872, etc. 

® Publications Swedish Geological Survey, 1880. 
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a. Exmlans Limestone (or subzone of Paradoxides palpehrosus)^ consistinj^ of five or 

six feet of bituminous limestone, marked by th(3 rich fauna described in 1879 
by Mr. Linnarsson,^ of which the chief forms are: Paradox ides Tessini, 
Urongn., P. Hicksii, Salt. (var. palpehrosus), Liostracus aculeafus^ 
CoHOcoryphe exsulans, Linn., C. Valmauni^ Afftiostus gihhns^ Linnrs.,.4. 

fallnx^ Linnrs., Acrothele intermedia^ Linnrs., Oboltlla sagiitalis^ Salt., and 
forms of Hyolithus and Linynlellar 

b. Subzone of Parndoxides Hicksii^ Salt, (typicalis), consisting of from 12 to 16 

feet of flaggy beds containing some survivors of the foregoing forms, together 
with (Jonocoryphe Dalmamn and Liostracus Ijinaarssoui. 

c. The terminal subzone consists of schists about ten feet in thickness, in which 

Paradoxides Tessini is still present, but in wfiiich we have no longer evidence 
of the existence of Paradoxides JlirksH. The re maining forms are species of 
Aynosiid/c (chiefly Aynostns rex, llarr., xi. parvifrons, Linrs., xir/nostasfallaXy 
Jdnrs.), and a form of Microdiscus. 

3. The next twenty-five feet of strata may be roughly designated as the Zone of 

Paradoxides iJavidis, though this species is only doubtfully present in the 
highest beds. The commonest fossils are Aynostidcc. 

4. The Paradoxides-^Pavidis beds arc (?aj)j)ed immediately by some two or three 

feet of highly fossiliferous limestone — tin; W(‘ll -known “ Andramm Limestone,” 
or Zone of Paradoxides Porchhummeri. In addition to the characteristic species, 
it contains : — 

Paradoxides Ijoveni, Ang., xiynostns glaudiformis,x\x\\!:., xlyuostas brevifrons, 
Ang., Ayuostns acnicatas, Ang., Cinatcoryphc sp,, HvJcuoplenra brachymetopa, 
Ang., ITyolithus tenuisiriatus, Linrs., Acrotreia socialis, St'ebh., Oludella 
sagittalis. Salt., Acrothele coriaeea, Linrs., Ixatorgiaa cingalata. Bell, etc, 

5. The terminal zone of the Paradox id inn at this locality is marked by the 

pr(;sence of Agnostus IfPvigatus, Dalm., a form which occurs also in the under- 
lying Andranmi Linn;stone. The beds of this zone are only about five feet in 
thickness, and are separated from the overlying Olenus-bc'aring^ rocks by a bed 
of Alum schist, about six feet in depth, wholly destitute of orgtinic remains. 

[Olenidian Division), — The Swedish geologists usually break up 
the fossiliferous strata that intervene between tlie summit of the 
Paradoxidian and the basal zone of the Ordovian (or Lower Silurian 
System) of Sweden into two chief subdivisions — a lower division of 
Olenus schists and an Upper Division of Dictyonema schists. In 
Scania the Dictyonema scliists are not recognizable as a distinct 
group but they may possibly be represented by the highest 
Olenus-bearing beds of that region, which occasionally yield frag- 
ments of Graptolithina, possibly referable to the genus Dictyonema, 
In any case the Olenus beds and the Dictyonema Schists belong to 
one and the same systematic rock-gioup, which, like that of the 
corresponding Welsh Upper Lingula Flags, is easily distinguished 
palaeontologically by its collective fauna from the Paradoxidian 
below, and the basal beds of the Ordovian above ; and as the genus 
Olenus is most characteristic, and apparently occurs throughout the 
entire series, I shall here refer to the collective group as the Olenidian 
or Upper Cambrian. 

According to Dr. Lundgren,^ the Olenus-bearing strata of Scania 
contain the following recognizable zones : — 

^ Linnarsson, Fauna af Exsulans-kaXk.y Publications Geol. Survey Sweden, Series 
3, No. 35, 1879. 

® Comp. Lapwortb, Geological Magazine, 1880. 

® Linnarsson, Geol. Mag. 1876, p. 42. 

^ Luudgren, Ueber Angelin’s geol. Uebersiebts-Karte von Schonen, Neuen 
Jahrbuch fiir Mineralogie, etc. 1878. 
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7. Zone of Cyrlognathus niieropyyus, Linnrs. 

6. ,, Teltura scaraheoides^ Wahl. 

6. ,, Leptop1a>ttHs stototus. 

4. ,, Parabolhia spiuulosa, Wahl. 

3. „ Beyrivhia Avyelhn^ BaiT. 

2. ,, Ohnm iruncatus^ Broun. 

1. ,, Olvwis ffihbosusy Wahl. 

(1, 2). In the typical section of Andmrum, the basal zones 1 and 
2 a])}>ear to he only dubiously se})arahle, judging from the carefully 
prepared section and tiihles of Dr. Tullberg.^ They are unitedly 
about twenty feet in thickness, and contain throughout the well- 
known Agnostus pisifonnis of Linnseus. The included species of 
Glenns (0. truncatus, Broun, and 0. gibhosus, Wahl., 0. attenuatus) 
appear to occur together in the central horizons. (B.) The succeeding 
five feet of shale, with Beyrichia Angelmi, Barr., Agnostus cyclopyge, 
Tullb., and forms of Glenns and Ceratopyge, may be assigned to the 
third zone. (4.) The fourth zone, distinguished by the possession 
of the remarkable ParahoJma spi7iulosay Wahl., is about ten feet in 
vertical extent. (5.) Zone is about the same thickness, and is 
individualized by the presence of Leptoplastus oratus, L. stenotus, 
Eurycdre aagustatum, Ang., E, camuricorne, Ang., and a form of 
Sphreroplithalnms. (6.) Zone G is one of the best-marked zones in the 
series. It appears to be about twelve feet in thickness, and is 
characterized by Peltura sc ar ah e aides. Agnostus trisectus, Salt., 
Ctenopyge pecien, Salt., sp., Ctenopyge hisulcnta, riiill., sp., etc. (The 
fossils of this zone have been recently described by Linnarsson in a 
valuable memoir that will be noticed later on.) (7.) Finall3^ we 
have a terminal zone about eight feet in thickness, containing 
Cyclognathus rnlcropygus, Linn., and forms of Acerocare and Grtliis. 

{To bo continued t« our next Number.) 


ITOTXCSS OIP XXEXXOIiaS. 

I. — Address on the Age and Belation of the so-called “Forest- 
bed ” OF TUE Norfolk and Suffolk Coast.'-^ 

By J. H. Blake, Assoc.M.lnst.C.E., F.G.S. ; 
of H.M. Geolo<>:ic!il Survey of England and Wales ; 

President of the ]S\)rwich Geological Socicdy. 

A fter. refeiTing to the many conflicting opinions expressed on 
the subject, Mr. Blake called attention to his paper “ On the 
Age of the Mammalian Rootlet-bed at Kessingland,’’ and continued 
as follows : — I stated it marked an horizon of considerable importance 
with respect to the correlation of the beds in Norfolk and Suffolk, and 
occurred at the upper part, or thereabouts, of Avhat is generally known 
as the Cromer Pre-glacial Forest-hed ScTies, and beneath the Lower 
Glacial Series of Messrs. Wood and Harmer.'* This line is a line of 
denudation, and indicates in places a true land-surface, proved by 
rootlets in situ^ observed by myself at the extreme ends and in 
^ Tullberg, Agnostus-Arterna vid Andrarum, pp. 8, 9, etc. 

* Abridged from the Proceedings of the Norwich Geological Soc., vol. i. pp. 137-160. 
3 Geot,. Mag. Dec. IT. Yol. TV. p. 299. 
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On the Age of the Norfolk Forest bed, 

iiTimcrous interv('mnpj places. It is a divisional line that for many 
reasons, in my opinion, marks the boundary between the Pliocene 
beds and the Drift or Glacial formations. 

Much black peat and compressed wood occasionally occur in places 
along this hoiizon ; sometim(‘S immediately lying on the surface of the 
rootlet-bod, at others lying in basin- shaped hollows scooped out of this 
same deposit, which in places contains freshwater shells and fresh- 
water beds associated with it, such as the well-known ^Ti^/^-beds, etc. 
Drifted wood and other vegetable matter occasionally oc(;ur in the 
formations above and below this line, in considerable quantities in 
certain localities, as at Eaclon and elsewhere. 

Again, Mammalian rcanains are to he found in abundance in this 
rootlet-bed, in some of its associated freshwater black-beds, and 
in the beds underlying, down to the chalk, but never (or hartlly ever 
— never so far as my actual observations have gene) in any of the 
]hire Yalley beds overlying. A few have been recorded as having 
been found at the bascj of the Ihire Valley beds in some inland pit- 
sections around IN'orwich and other parts, immt'diately overlying the 
dcnud(*d siiiiace of tlu^ Chillesford clay. These may have been 
derived from the bc'ds beneath, or the denuded rootlet-bi'd, if it ever 
extended so far inland. However, the rule is, to find them where 
I have stated, and previous searchers and writers corroborate my 
investigations and rc^marks in this respect. To s]>eak generally, this 
divisional line, which 1 consider nuuks the top of the Pliocene beds, 
occurs about midway between the base of the Cromer-Till (which, as 
a rule, is a very nuirked line) and the Chalk, or, more strictly speaking, 
a little nearer to the Chalk ; and inasmuch as the greatest thickness 
of the beds between the Cromer-Till and the Chalk is siddom so much, 
and nowhere more than Iroia about 2G to 30 feet (which is about the 
maximum thickness of them in some places in the neighbourhood of 
Sheningham and Itunton), the Pliocene beds, or what remains of 
them, are consequently but about 13 to 15 feet in thickness, and 
rarely to be seen so much as that 

The nature of this rootlet-bed can be best studied at Kessingland, 
where it is well developed, and generally more or less exposed. It 
mostly consists of a stitf clay of a greenish -grey colour, sometimes 
mottled with brown; it contains white concretions (“race”), many 
scattered little black flints, and in jflaces numerous mammalian 
remains, scattered throughout its mass, and averages from about 4 to 
10 feet in thickness, sometimes forming a distinct homogeneous bed 
of clay, and sometimes containing indications of stratification with 
sand ; ^ thousands of rootlets have been observed by myself in it, in 
a vertical position as they grew 

The relation of this rootlet-bed to the beds beneath it is of especial 
interest, and can be best studied at the extreme ends, viz. at Kessing- 
land and Weybourno, where the lower beds rise up. We will first 
deal with the Kessingland end. During my researches there, I have 
seen the extreme southern part of the cliff from the road to the 
flagstaff' well exposed, that portion usually being hid by talus and 
blown-sand. The section exhibited was the rootlet-bed 4 feet in 
thickness, underlaid by 2 or 3 feet of buff-coloured pebbly sand, and 



268 Notices of Memoirs — Mr, J, H, Blake's Address — 

that by 4 feet or more of laminated grey and reddish-brown clay, 
ferruginous in places and containing concretions, and also cuiious 
contortions in the lower part at the southern end, the total thickness 
not being shown. This laminated grey clay, with curious contortions 
in it, is precisely similar to that at the north end of Covehitlie Cliff ; 
and after going backwards and forwards from one cliff to the other, 
on several different occasions, I could not resist the conclusion that 
it was the exU'iision of the same fomiation, dosignat(;d the Chill osford 
beds. These Chillesford beds, consisting of laminated grey luicaceous 
clay and buff-coloured sand, occur beneath tht^ rootlet-bed in several 
places at the base of the cliff at Kessingland, and are exposed also 
on the foreshore after a scour of the beach. 1 had previously felt 
inclined to refer these laminated beds to the same age as those to be 
seen in the next cliff (Covchithe) to the south of it, but was deter- 
min(d to make a thorough investigation, and exhaust the evidence, 
as far as circumstances would permit, bc'fore stating my conviidions. 
When these laminated beds are traced further south to Easton Ihivent 
cliff, it is well known still lower beds come ii]), viz. the “ Norwich 
Crag,” und(}rlying the Cdiillesford clay, and forming a slight anticlinal. 
Had a Forest-bed exist('d at the base of the (Jhillosford clay, as has 
sometimes been supposed, we should have anticipated seeing it come 
up here, but what we see is the “ jS^orwich Crag.” 

!Now we will go to the Wey bourne end, and see what is revealed to 
us there. At about '600 yards to the east of the flagstaff, the follow- 
ing section was seen by myself and my colleague, Mr. Iteid, who first 
pointed it out to me (I having previously requested him to keep a 
sharj) look-out for rootlets along a cerhdn horizon between the 
Chalk and Cromer Till), The section was a very clear exposure of 
a lenticular patch of the rootlet-bed immediately underlying the 
Contorted Drift or Lower Boulder-clay. I minutely examined the 
deposit, which measujed 3 feet in thickness, and found it consisted of 
its usual character, being an unstratified greenish-grey clay, with 
numerous small black flints dispersed throughout its mass, and it 
contained rootlets in a vertical position as they grew. The lenticular 
]>atch rested on laminated grt^y clay, which was 4 or 3 feet thick ; 
btmeath which was a little buff’-coloured sand, and then 3 feet of 
Norwich Crag, cM)nsisting of a mass of shells resting on the Chalk, 
the surface of which is very irregular here. 

Thus, it will be seen, that the relation of the rootlet-bed to the beds 
beneath it, coincides at the extreme ends ; and there is nothing to be 
seen anywhere between these two points to interfere with this relation 
of the beds ; but, as they frequently occur on a lower horizon, the 
lowest beds are seldom well exposed 

It is time now to inquire, where is the Forest-bed ? I reply, I know 
of no other land- surface anywhere round the [N^orfolk and Suffolk 
coast, except the one I have described under the designation of the 
Rootlet-bed, on account of the rootlets in siH marking the boundary- 
line, and having been the means of tracing the line. 

During five years I have searched in vain for a stool of a tree 
in situ ; and the members of this Society are well aware of the result 
of the investigations of my colleague Mr. Reid, in the same direction. 
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On the Age of the Norfolk ForesUbed, 

and also what Mr. [N’orton, F.G.S., has written on the same subject. 
If stools of trees ever have been seen in situy it is my firm conviction 
they were rooted on the same land-surface I have described 

The true stratip:raphical position of the Rootlet-bed (frequently 
called a Forost-bcd) is, however, of considerable geological interest. 
All the evidence, as shown by superposition, etc., in my opinion 
clearly points to the conclusion, that it immediately overlies the 
Chillesford clay. The Ilootlct-bed in some cases apparently being a 
freshwater deposit, as at Corton and at Kessingland ; sometimes 
forming a distinct and separate bed one stage more recent than the 
Chillesford clay, and sorac'.times apparently passing down into the 
Chillesford clay, forming, as it were, the uppermost portion of the 
same ; at other times it is to be seen lying on a more or less denuded 
surface of the Chillesford clay, as at AVeyboiirne 

Now we come to a very important part of the history of this so- 
called Forest-bed, viz. the true age of the mammalian remains, which 
are referred to the period of the Forest-bed ’’ or ‘‘ Forest-bed Series,” 
and which, as you are aware, are at the present time undergoing a 
very careful inv(^stigation by my colleague Mr. E. T. Newton, F.G.S. 
(Assistant Natuialist to the Geological Survey ). In this analysis, it 
is all important to know where each specimen was actually found, and 
from what bed it was derived. If there is any douht as to the relation 
of the beds, much confusion must necessarily ensue. Some writers, 
in giving a history of this so-called Cromer Forest- bed,” have 
inferred, that the animals whose remains we find round that coast 
Iwed in a forest that existed in that very locality. Nothing can be more 
erroneous, in my opinion, the facts being entirely against any such 
conclusion. Marine or estuarine conditions prevailed at the time, as 
proved by the numerous marine and estuarine shells, with occasionally 
a few freshwater intermixed, and in places alternating with the 
marine, which have been traced by my colleague Mr. Reid along 
the foreshore from Weyhourne, where the formation rests on the 
Chalk, to Sidestrand, on the east of Cromer, a distance of about ten 
miles ; and they rea])pear again in the lower pait of the cliff, 
further south, at Easton Bavent, the intervening space lying now 
at too low a level for them to be observed. . . . The timber may have 
been derived from a forest; but the forest itself may have been situated 
miles aAvay from where we now find the remains of it ; and so likewise 
the Elephants, Hippopotamuses, Rhinoceroses. Deer, and other animals 
may have lived and died miles away from where we now find their 
scattered and commingled remains, intermixed in places with marine, 
freshwater, and a few land shells. The term Forest-bed can only be 
correctly applied to a bed forming a land-surface, and on which a 
forest grew 

I use the term ^‘Rootlet-bed” in contradistinction to “Forest- 
bed,” inasmuch as up to the present time no reliable evidence of 
forest growth has been observed in sitil upon it, and also, as pre- 
viously stated, because the rootlets have been the means of tracing 
the land-surface. The rootlets which mark the horizon are all 
similar in nature ; but it has not yet been determined to what 
vegetable growth they belong ; — it is to be hoped some botanist will 
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come to our assistance. The surface was probably a marsh -land, all 
the evidence pointing- to that conclusion, on which trees may or may 
not have grown , — hit not necessarily a forest. 

I would therefore draw attention to the fact, that portions of the 
land- surface, marked by the rootlets, have frequently been called the 
“Forest-bed.’’ Prof. Prestwich considers the rootlets as evidence of 
the Forest-bed at Kessingland. Mr. Gunn, on an excursion of this 
Society on one occasion to Gorton, alluded to the “ For(^st-bed ” 
peeping out at the base of that cliff; which deposit, however, was 
this same Rootlet-bed 

After these more or less marine, estuarine and freshwater deposits 
became land, theie was apparently a pause for some little time. Then 
came about the grand subsidence of the whole beneath the sea (as 
proved by the marine shells in the middle part of the Pure Valley 
Beds at liunton, overlying the Kootlet-be<l, such as Ledn myalis and 
Mya iruncafay both with their valves united, etc. Also by llu* manne 
and estuarine shells — which have been sometimes erroneously called 
Crag — that overlie the rootl(‘t-bed jit Bacton, etc., etc.). Tlius was 
apparently ushered in the Drift or Glacial period. During tla^ earliest 
part of this subsidence, the Rootlet-bed (as might reasonably be 
imagined) was more or less denuded, together Avith the Cdiillesford 
Clay immediately uudtulying it; then, all th(‘ gravels, clays, loams and 
sands, forming the greater part of the cliffs and land of J^’orfolk and 
Suffolk, Avere piled up more than 150 feet in thiekm^ss in places over 
this old marshy land-surface, flattening and comprc'ssing tlui Avood and 
other v(‘getable matter that were first scattered ovtT it.^ Eventually 
these deposits Avere u])heaAXHl, and the presemt configuration of the 
country brought aboiit, with the assistanc'o of subax^rial agencies. 
But the remarkidih* fact relating to this ui)heaA*al is, that the old 
marshy land-surface, though more or less squeezed and twisted about, 
was brought up, for the most j)ai’t, appai-ently to about the same level 
with resi)ect to the s(?a, as it probably occuijicd Avhen the Au.‘gotable 
matter grew on its surface. 

As mentioned, Avith j)Ossibly a f('AV trifling exceptions, all the 
mammalian remains are to be found buried beneath the more or less 
denuded sui-face of the Rootlet-bed and the Chill esford Clay. The 
formations, underlying this marked line of unconformity, being the 
“ Rootlet-bed,” Avith its associated freshwater-beds, the “ Chillesford 
Clay,” and the “ Is^orwich Crag”; and in all these formations, 
mammalian remains Avith driftcid wood are to be found. 

Much unnecessary complication and confusion in the classification 
and nomenclature of those Pliocene or Pre-glacial beds, which occur 
around the ^Norfolk and Suffolk coast, has caused by the term 

“Forest-bed Series,” as introduced in the yt^ar 1870 by Mr. Gunn,* 
and to its assumed stratigraphical position. It is stated by him to 
consist of a trijjle subdiAusion, viz. “the Rootlet-bed,” “Forest-bed,” 
and “Soil of the Forest-bed”; which sequence of deposits, however, 

* Recently at East D(;reli am— situated in the middle of Norfolk — Glacial Drift 
deposits, 120 feet in thickufiss, have been proved hy a Avell -boring to overlie the 
Chalk ; the pre-glacial beds being absent. See Procj. Norwich Geol. So(‘. vol. i. 
page 127. * Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxvi. p. 553. 
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I contend — with all due deference — is merely hypothetical, inasmuch 
as it can nowhere he proved to exist. It, moreover, indicates no 
a<;e whatever, beyond beiiij^ placed in the published section in the 
Quarterly Journal M)eneath the Chillej^ford Clay and Norwich Crag; 
which order of superposition can be demonstrated to be entirely 
erroneous ! Consequently, it is not only desirable, but clearly im- 
perative that a dilferent classification and nomenclature should be 
adopted. 

I therefore propose the following triple subdivision : viz. the 
Rootlet-bed,” with its associated freshwater beds, the “ ('hillesford 
Clay,” and the “Norwich Crag.” And if it is consuh'ied desirable 
to have a couiH‘(*.t(‘d series — owing to the very intimate relation of the 
beds, and the comparatively short period of time involved — I would 
suggest that the term “Mammalian or Norwich Crag Series” should 
be adopted, to embrace the three subdivisions above? inentioiu'd. This 
simple classification, 1 contend, accords with the facts observed, 
and the nomenclature sugg(‘st(‘d is amply sufficient, in my opinion, 
to denote the whole of the remarkable pre-glacial (hq)osits rt'ferred to ; 
which together are seldom to be seen anywlu're around the coast in 
direct superposition, more than about 15 feet in thickness. 

II. — Tiik Congeria Beds in Italy.^ 

1 IHE Congeria beds were shown to exist in Tuscany, in 1860, by 
Professor Capellini, and since then both Pi-ofessor C. Mayer and 
Professor Fuchs have called attention to their appeai’ance in various 
parts of Italy, and much has been written upon it during the last 
few years as bearing upon the question as to where the division 
between Miocene and Pliocene should be made in Italy. 

The Congeria beds were already many years ago compared with 
those in the Wallachia and the Crimea, and now the same strata are 
shown to exist from Bollene (S. France), through Italy, Austria, 
Hungary, and the south of Russia. These sulj)hur-gypsuni beds or 
Congeria strata on both sides of the Apennines are now shown to 
contain similar fossils, and the formation as found near Leghorn, 
Ancona, and Bologna, is directl^^ compared, and it is shown to be 
analogous with that of the Piedmont Modenese, Reggiano, and 
Sicily, and to represent the “Schlier” of the Vienna geologists, 
the marl of Wielicska and Wallachia, and perhaps in part the marl 
of Boom (Belgium), and the exact correspondence between the 
gypsum of Tuscany and that of the Roinagne and the ^larche, long 
known for its fossil flora, is now fully confirmed by means of the 
fossil fauna. Although the fossils distinctly prove the identical age, 
yet in almost each locality there are some found not common in 
others, and this is found to be the case in the Congeria beds of 
the neighbourhood of Castellina Marittima and the Aconitano. 

1 Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. vol. xxxii. p. 124. 

* Gli Strati a Coiigerie e le marm? coiiipatte mioceniclie dei dintorni di Ancona. 
By Professore Giovanni Captfllini, Mem. Aecad. Lincei, ser. aa. vol iii. 1879. 

Gli strati a Congerie e la foriuazione gessoso-soltilera nella provincia di Pisa e nci 
dintorni di Livorno. G. Capellini, Mem. Accad. dei Lincei, ser. 3, vol. 1880. 
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Both in Tuscany and in the Marche it is found that tho facies of 
the fauna points to the lower part of the Congeria beds, and in so 
far the Congeria strata only in part corresponds with that of Austria 
and Hungary, the upper part as there known being absent in Italy. 
The lower group of the Miocene strata of the Leghorn mounUiins 
corresponds with the marls and sands of the Cardita Jouanetti beds 
of the Khine. and if these are to be considered Upper Miocene, then 
the Middle and Lower Miocene are unrepresented in the province of 
Pisa, but well developed in Tuscany. 

In the second paper this formation is shown to be very well 
developed in the hills south-east of Pisa, especially good sections 
being exposed in the valley of the Marmolajo, and between Parrana 
and Cologne, where tlie com])lete series can be examined resting on 
the Leithakalk, and at Limoiie and Uliveto there is a marl bed 
intercalated in the formation containing plants, fish, and fossil 
insects, by which means these beds and the Oeningen lacustrine 
formation are correlated. 

The Lower Pliocene is considered to end with the marl containing 
Pecten comitatvs. Font., which has also been called J\ denndatus and 
P. Fuchsii, De Stef. ; and immediately below this follows the Con- 
geria (sulphur-gypsum) formation, and these Professor Capellini 
proposes to divide into (1) Cardium beds with ; 

(2) marl with Cypris ; (3) marl with Melanopds mpressa ; (4) 
limestone and serpentine conglomerate ; (5) marl with Melanopsis 
BartoliniL 

These Congeria beds are superposed on the Sarinatian or Tripoli 
beds of the Leghorn mountains, which again rest on Tortoniari or 
Leithakalk, considered by some as Upper Miocene, and by others as 
Middle Miocene, the latter being the division followed by Capellini. 

Both papers are accompanied with several plates of the fossils 
found in these beds. A. W. W. 


I. — Feitsch’s Pekmian Amphibians of Bohemia. 

T he second part of Dr. Fritsch’s Monogra})h of the Fauna of the 
Permian 'Rocks of Bohemia fully sustains the interest of the 
first volume. It consists of 34 quarto pages of text, amply illustrated 
by many figures printed in the text, and by 12 coloured plates. It 
is impossible not to regard with admiration a work so fully and 
wisely illustrated ; but equally in the literary work the author has 
endeavoured to give his labours completeness of expression, not so 
much with the object it may be of making the task of future 
labourers a sinecure, as in a happy endeavour to say everything that 
is worth knowing about his fossils. This memoir commences with 
some general remarks on the Branchiosauridse, in which the opinion 
is expressed and sustained that several of the Stegocephali which 
have been described in other countries must be included in this 
family, so that the author finally arranges in it the following ten 
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genera: — Branchiosaurus (Ft,), Amphihamus (Cope), JPeZtow (Cope), 
Protriion (Gaudry), Pleuroneura (Gaudry), Sparodns (Fr.), BracMder- 
peton (H. and A.), Hylerpeton (Owen), Dawsonia (Fr,), Hylonomus ? 
(Dawson). 

The next family treated of is termed ApateonidaD, but the author 
finds all his specimens referable to a genus which is named Melaner- 
peton. This genus is defined as differing from Branchiosaurus in the 
form and proportions of the head and in its length relatively to the 
body, for while the head is between a third and a fourth of the 
length of the body in Branchiosaurus^ it is here between a fourth and 
less than a fifth. The brain case has a similar posterior develop- 
ment to that seen in Branchiosaurus; the supratemj)oral bones are 
placed more anteriorly. The width of the vertebras is to the length 
of the vertebral column as 1 to 8 in Branchiosaurus, while in 
Malanerpeton the proportion is 1 to 11 or 1 to 13. The sacral 
vertebraB enlarge and the ribs attached to them are modified in form. 
The ribs are short, and extend throughout the body, and are developed 
in the first five caudal vertebrae. The thoracic plates have a median 
stalk-like prolongation or interclavicnlar process. The abdominal 
armour was either absent or but faintly developed. Of this genus 
three species are described. The paheontological value of these 
presumed generic characters may perhaps require further considera- 
tion. Jlelanerpeton piisiUum 
is estimated to have been 45 
to 55 mm. long. The head, 
which did not exceed a cen- 
timetre, has been carefully 
restored ; but the restoration 
wants the quadrate-jugal and 
quadrate bones. According 
to the figure, though I do 
not find any corresponding 
explanation in the text, the 
pre-frontal and supra-tem- 
poral bones are both blended with the jugal. The external or 
anterior nares appear to be in contact with each other, and occupy 
the middle line of the snout just behind the pre-maxillary bones. 
There are two small fontanelles about the size of the parietal 
foramen placed in the middle of the suture between the nasal and 
frontal bones ; there also appears to have been a fontanelle in the 
middle of the suture between the supra-occipital bones. The 
maxillary bone contains 11 smooth small teeth. Melanerpeton 
pulcherrimus is a much larger species, having a length of 125 ram. 
The body is three times as long as the head. The skull is sub- 
triangular, being broad behind and relatively shorter than in 
Melanerpeton pusillum. The supra-temporal bone is deeply excavated 
behind. The surface structure of the skull bones is radiated. The 
author describes in detail the various elements of which it consists, 
but as the skull closely resembles that of Branchiosaurus (see Gbol. 
Mag. Deo. 11. Vol. VI. p. 524), it is unnecessary to describe it fully now. 

DECADE II.— VOL. Vm. — NO. VT. 18 



Melanerpeton pusillum (Fritficli), Natural 
size. From the Permian Limestone of 
Olberg near Prannan. 
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The skin in this species is naked, or shows no certain evidence 
of scales. The vertebral column is well ossified. There are 23 
dorsal vertebra 3 ; 1 sacral ; and 16 caudal vertehrse, though 4 more 
were developed, making a total of 44. As in the allied forms the 
notochord persists. The transverse process is strong, and placed 
anteriorly. The hinder part of the vertebra is overlapped superiorly 
by the succeeding vertebra. The sacral vertebra is twice as wide 
as the last dorsal. The tail-vertebrse are much shorter than the 



Melanerpetmi pvl chirr hniwi (Fritsch). 

Upper side of the skull, restored ; times natural size. im. intemi axillary ; ma. 
maxillary ; N. nasal : F. frontal ; F. prefrontal ; Ftf. postfrontal ; Fto. post- 
orbital ; J. juf^al ; Fa. parietal ; Sij. s(juamosal ; Ep. epiotic ; St. supratem- 
poral ; Q. quadrate ; So. supraoceii)ital. 

thoracic vertebra?, and rapidly diminish in breadth. There are no 
ribs to the first five vertebrae, though they may have existed ; and 
the last three dorsal vertebrae have the ribs short. The ribs in the 
tail are not so long as the vertebrae are wide. Idie shoulder girdle 
is strongly developed. The middle thoracic ])late has a broad shield 
shape with a median hinder process. In front of it are the two 
clavicles, the lateral parts of which are thin and cylindrical. The 
coracoids are spoon-shaped, and the scapula like that of Branchio- 
saurus. The fore-foot is short. The humerus is four-sided, and 
as wide at the proximal end as it is long. There were five digits 
made up of very short phalanges. The femur is twice as long as 
wide, and, though longer than the humerus, is narrower. The 
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fibnla is rather more slender than the tibia. The metatarsals were 
well developed, and twice as long as the ends are wide. 

Melanerpeton fallax (Fritsch) presents a very distinct form of 
skull, and I entertain but little doubt that it belongs to a distinct 
genus, which may be easily separated from Melanerpeton, not onlj’^ 
by the skull-form, but by the skull structure. The outline is 
remarkably constricted posterior to the parietal foramen, anterior to 
which the shape is a broad blunt triangle. Between the broad 
l^re-maxillary, oblong jugal and triangular pre-frontal a bone appears 
on the anterior margin of the orbit, which the author omits to name, 
but indicates by the letter Z, that can only be the lachrymal. Post- 
frontal, post-orbital, and supra- temporal bones appear from the 
restoration to be blended together. 

A few remarks follow on the relation of Melanerpeton to Archego^ 
saurus. 



Dolichosoma longissimum (Fr.), restoration half natural size. From the Coal 

of Nyfan. 




276 


Revmcs — FritsMs Permian Amphibia. 

The next family, Aistopoda, comprises snake-like animals devoid 
of limbs, with biconcave vertebraB, ribs, and smooth teeth. It is 
represented in Bohemia by the genera Dolichosoma, Ophiderpeton, 
Falceosiren, and Adenoderma, In Dolichosoma the skull is small ; 
it tapers towards the snout. There are 150 biconcave vertebrm, 
with zygapophyses, and well -developed transverse processes, 

Dolichosoma longissimum (Fritsch) is distinguished by having the 
ribs twice as long as the vertebrae. In form it closely resembles the 



Dolichosoma longissimum, upper surface of skull restored, enlarged six times. 

whip-snake (Dendrophis). The fragment found measures 60 cm., 
and indicates for the entire animal a length of about a mitre. An 
impression of the skin is preserved ; enlarged 45 times it shows a 
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fine granular structure, so that if any scales existed they are not 
preserved. 

The eyes are placed rather behind the middle line of the skull, 
and are separated by an interspace of two- thirds their diameter. 
The parietal foramen lies far behind the orbits. The anterior nares 
cannot be distinguished. The nasal bones (N.) are anchylosed 
together, and forked behind. The premaxillaries (im) resemble those 
of Siren lacertina. The maxillary (ms) is a strong bone extending 
to the anterior extremity of the snout, and to the middle of the orbit ; 
it carries about 15 smooth teeth, which are curved backward : there 
may have been two rows. The frontal and parietal bones are 
blended into one mass. The frontal terminates in front in three 
processes. The epiotic terminates at its outer angle in a knob-like 
swelling. The teeth of the lower jaw, 20 in number, were smaller 
than those in the upper jaw. There are indications of a branchial 
skeleton extending to the sixteenth vertebra. One hundred and 
fifty vertebrae are preserved, but there may well have been fifty 
more. In the neck the ribs are simple, in the body they are com- 
plicated, and in the tail they are absent. The dorsal vertebrae have 
a depressed elongated quadrate form, with a ridge in the position of 
the neural spine ; the neural arch is constricted in the middle, and 
terminates at its four corners in zygapopliyses. The transverse 
processes are compressed, directed downward and outward, and 
given off from the lower margin of the front of the centrum. The 
centrum has a circular cup at each end, and the cones unite, so that 
the notochord was persistent. The form of this vertebra may be com- 
pared with that of Epicrium glutinosum. Each vertebra has a 
slightly different shape. The tail vertebne are smaller and shorter, 
and have weak zygapoj)hyses, and are perforated in the middle of 
the side as though for the passage of an intervertebral nerve. The 
ribs of the neck at the sixteenth vertebra are twice as long as the 
centrum. The dorsal ribs show towards the proximal end two 
peculiar processes. The proximal end is bent at nearly a right 
angle to the body of the rib ; the processes occur at the flexure, one 
is dorsal, and the other has a ventral direction. These processes 
present some analogy to the uncinate processes on the ribs of birds. 

The author next describes Dolichosoma (Ophiderpeton'^) angustatnm 
(Fr.). The parieto-frontal region of the skull is ver}’’ similar to that 
of Dolichosoma longissimum. There is some uncertainty felt as to its 
exact generic relations. The next genus in this family is Opliider- 
peton, of which five species are described. 

Ophiderpeton granulosum (Fr.) is covered on the back with horny 
sliMgreen-like scales, while the ventral surface is covered with small 
scutes pointed at both ends, half as long as the vertebrse, and arranged 
in a V pattern. The ventral scutes are parallel to each other, 
half as long as the vertebrae. The body in form resembles DoUcho- 
soma. It is impossible to estimate its length, for the sixty vertebrm 
preserved show no variation in size. The skull is badly preserved. 

The neural arch of the vertebra is deeply notched posteriorly (t). 
From the posterior zygapophyses deep grooves (r) run forward and 
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outward. The transverse processes {iri) are near the middle of the 
centrum. The ribs are formed on the general plan of those of 
DolirJiosoma, but the transverse processes are longer and nearer to 
the posterior end. 

Ophiderpeton pectinatnm (Fr.) is only known from a few vertebrse, 
some parallel pointed abdominal scutes and remarkable pectinated 
plates, supposed by the author to have been clasping sexual organs 
jdaced in the region of the cloaca ; but their true nature may be 
doubtful. 



Upper view of vertebra of Ophiderpeton granulomm (Fritsch), enlarged 
12 times. 

Ophidei'peton vicinum (Fr.). The ventral surface of the body was 
covered with oat-shaped scutes, while the dorsal armour had a 
shagreen-like character. The armour is similar to that of Ophider- 
peton Jhownrigge (Huxley). 

Ophiderpeton Corvinii (Fr.) is founded on two specimens of a large 
pectinated plate. 

Ophiderpeton Zieglerinum (Fr.) is founded on ventral armour in 
which the scutes are from 16 to 20 times as long as broad. 

Paloeosiren Beineriii (Geinitz) is briefly noticed and regarded as 
nearly related to Ophiderpeton; its vertebrae are 10 cm. long and 
8 cm. wide, indicating an animal that may have been fifteen metres 
in length. The armour is well developed. 

This part of the work concludes with a notice of Adenoderma 
gracile (Fr.), of which the skin is well preserved, showing, as the 
author believes, glands arranged in four rows. The head is crushed, 
as long as wide, and one- fifth as long as the body. There are 22 
short biconcave vertebras between the head and pelvic region. Five 
caudal vertebras are preserved. Short ribs are developed on the first 
13 vertebras. 

Towards the end of the memoir Dr. Fritsch enunciates the conclu- 
sion that the Stegocephali may prove to be the ancestors both of 
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Amphibians and Keptiles, a sound induction which must long have 
been making its way with philosophical naturalists. 

It is impossible to conclude this brief notice without congratulat- 
ing the author on the admirable way in which the memoir is pro- 
gressing. It is indeed a model of monographic work, wrought out 
of materials that would have discouraged if they did not baffle a 
writer less patient, able and painstaking than Dr. Fritsch, and may 
well call out the sympathy and admiration of his fellow-labourers 
among fossil vertebrates. H. G. Sbelby. 

11. M^MOTRB SUR lbs PHENOMKNES d’ alteration DBS DEPOTS 

SUPERFICIKLS PAR l’iNFILTRATION DBS EAUX METEORIQUES ETUDIES 
DANS LBURS RAPPORTS AVEC LA GEOLOGIE STRATIGRAPHIQUE. Par 

Frnest Van den Broegk. 4to. pp. 180. One Coloured folding 
Plate, and 34 figures in the text. (Brussels, 1881.) 

handsome Memoir forms part of vol. xliv. of the quarto 
series published by the lioyal Academy of Sciences of Belgium 
under the title of Memoir es couroanes et Memoires des savants 
itrangers.^' In it Mr. Vanden Brocck, who is well known as one of 
the most zealous and active of the younger naturalists and geologists 
of his country, has brought together a great number of facts relating 
to the alteration of superficial deposits by the action of rain-water. 
This subject was first taken up by the author in 1874, and since 
that time he has taken every opportunity^ by means of papers 
describing special cases exhibited in various portions of the Tertiary 
basin of the Netherlands, of calling the attention of geologists to 
the frequent misreading of sections, due to the want of care in 
distinguishing the altered, but undisturbed, parts of beds or groups 
of beds from uncon for mable deposits. One of the first cases of the 
kind, clearly explained by him, related to the Laekenian and 
Bruxellian of the Brussels Eocene. Here unfossiliferous sands, 
resting upon what had been generally regarded as strongly eroded 
surfaces of fossiliferous more or less calcareous rock, were shown 
to be really undisturbed portions of the latter, from which the 
carbonate of lime had been removed, and in which other changes, 
such as the oxidation of glauconite for instance, had taken place, by 
the action of rain-water.^ This is a fair sample of the kind of 
useful application that can be made for stratigraphical purposes of 
a proper knowledge of the results of the long-continued percolation 
of carbonated waters through sand and other deposits. Of course 
these effects have long been known to chemists and geologists, but 
their application towards the unravelling of the often obscure details 
of Tertiary geology is very largely, if not altogether, due to Mr. 
Vanden Broeck. 

In the present Memoir, after some general considerations respect- 
ing the role of water, and especially rain-water, as an agent in the 
metamorphosis of rocks, the author describes its special action on 
felspathic, metalliferous, clayey and shaley, siliceous, and calcareous 

^ See Annales de la SocUte gmloglqm dii Nord^ t. iii. p. 174. 
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rocks. The original matter of the paper is chiefly to be found 
under the last head, and in an appendix on infiltrations in Quater- 
nary deposits. 

All the sections described seem to bear out the author's views 
very completely, but since many competent observers have failed 
to admit them in certain cases, such as that of the Eed Drift of 
Paris, which Professor Hebert declines to regard as altered Grey 
Drift, it must be concluded that the evidence is not always so clear 
and satisfactory. But although all Mr. Vanden Broeck’s examples 
may not be accepted as proven by those specially conversant with 
the detailed structure of the many districts whence they have been 
collected, there is no reason to doubt the general truth and the 
important nature of his thesis. Indeed, illustrations are not wanting 
in England, as in the case of the shelly Bed Crag of Suffolk, wliere 
Mr. Whitaker has shown that the supposed line of erosion between 
it and a certain unfossiliferons sand is really a line of dissolution 
of shells, the sand being simply Bed Crag deprived of its fossils 
through the percolation of water.^ 

On the whole, Mr. Vanden Broeck’s Memoir must be welcomed as 
being, up to the present, the most complete epitome of a class of 
facts of considerable geological importance, which had been singularly 
neglected and ignored, until our author took them in hand in his 
own vigorous and enthusiastic manner. 

It may be added that Mr. Vanden Broeck would be glad to receive 
information as to any new facts or objections relating to the subject 
of his Memoir. G. A. L. 

III. — The Geology of Central and Western Minnesota. A Pre- 
liminary Beport by Warren Upham, Assist, on the Geol. and 
Nat. Hist. Surv. of the State, under the direction of Prof. N. H. 
Winchell, of the State Univer 8 it 3 ^ From the General Beport 
of Progress for 1879. 8vo. pp. 58. 

U NDEB a rather unpromising exterior, this memoir includes 
several matters of special interest. It will also attract atten- 
tion from the fact that it is the first report of the first student of 
Glacial Geology ever officially employed in his special capacity for 
a considerable period, and in a region over most of which glacial 
deposits prevail exclusively. 

In consequence of the paucity of natural exposures (which is a 
circumstance not to be deplored, since natural sections are so 
generally misleading), recourse has generally been had to artificial 
excavations, mainly wells, in determining the character of the glacial’ 
deposits. The records of no less than 582 wells have been examined 
and digested in the preparation of the report. A compact lower 
till, usually blue, and a less compact upper till, usually yellow or 
brownish, both containing considerable intercalated sandy and 
pebbly layers, are recognized as of general extent ; and local deposits 
of modified drift, often presenting a kame-like aspect, are also 
described. Inter-glacial beds, containing soil, wood, plants, and 
^ See Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. Loud. vol. xxxiii. p. 122. 
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fresh-water or terrestrial shells, are recorded in a few instances, 
apparently always within the lower till, but generally near its upper 
surface. The superposition of glacial drift upon decomposed gneiss 
and granite is noted. 

Much attention has been given to the gigantic terminal moraine 
stretching in a sinuous line across Minnesota, and Dakota, and 
thence north-westward far upon the Saskatchewan plains in the 
adjacent British territory. The same moraine has already been 
traced across Wisconsin by Prof. T. C. Chamberlain, the director 
of the Geological Survey of that State, and is believed to exist also 
in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and New 
Jersey. Beyond it has been explored by Upham along the north 
shore of Long Island, through Khode Island, and along Cape Cod. 
The moraine thus appears to stretch, though with several interrup- 
tions, across more tlian half of the continent. It lies near the 
southern limit of ice-action in the east; but in the west it is fully 
three hundred miles north of that line. 

The silty deposits of tlie Red River Valley are described in some 
detail ; and the exploration of their origin is a valuable contribution 
to the glacial theory. It is suggested that as the ice-sheet retreated 
over surfaces slo])ing to the northward, the waters derived from 
its dissolution accumulated in all depressions to the level of the 
south-lying divide. Such an accumulation is suiDposed to have taken 
place in the vast basin occupied by Red River and Lake W’innipeg; 
and for it the ver}?^ appropriate name of Lake Agassiz is j)ro}>osed. 
The silts of the region are regarded as the finer glacial debris 
suspended in, and finally precipitated b3^. the waters of this lake. 
The conception embodied in this hypothesis appears to have been 
first grouped, though in a general wa}^ by N. H. Winchell. It 
seems to afford the first satisfactory ke}^ to a rational explanation 
of the stratified deposits so generally found on northwardly sloping 
glaciated regions. W. J. M. 

IV. — Die Wealden-Bildungen der Umgegend von Hannover 

EINE GEOGNOSTISCn-PALAONTOLOGISCII-STATlSTISCIlE DaKSTELLUNG 

VON C. Struckmann. Mit fiinf Tafeln Abbildungen. Hahn’sche 

Buchhandlung, 1880. 

T he author of this interesting work is already favourably known 
to our readers by “ Der Obere Jura,” reviewed in our volume 
for 1879. The Monograph now before us is a detailed description 
of the Wealden formation from the beds resting upon the Portland 
Limestone to the Hilsthon of the Chalk, near Hanover. The 
Wealden is divided into three stages, each forming a well-marked 
horizon of life. 

I. The deepest is the “ Munder or bunte Wealden-Mergel,’’ 
representing the Purbeck beds of English geologists, and consisting 
of thick beds of limestone interstrati fied with beds of marl, in 
which are numerous specimens of Exogyra virgulaj fossils are rare, 
the most abundant is Gorhula mosensis, Buv. They attain a thickness 
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of 120 metres, and belong to the Upper Kimmeridge. Over these 
follow dark-coloured beds, twelve metres in thickness, of almost 
black marly limestone and shales. Rich in fossils, as Exogyra virgula, 
jpecten concentricuSj Gervillia ohtusaf G, tetragonal Cardium eduliforme. 
Isocar dia striata, Cyprina Brongniarti, Thracia incerta, Corbula 
mosensis, C. infiexa, C. alata, Turritella tninuta, and rarely also Serpula 
coacervata. These beds belong to the Lower Portland, and on them 
rest beds of the Upper Portland with few fossils, on which follows 
the Serpulit or Purbeck Limestone, consisting of very ^ different 
strata, such as hard blue siliceous limestone, fine Oolitic limestone, 
clayey and sand}'^ marls, with claj'^ and sandstone, in which thirty 
species of organic remains are known. Serpula coacervata is found 
alone, and whole banks are filled with this Annelid — hence the 
name Serpulit. 

II. The Middle Wealden, or the group of Hastings sandstone, 
rests upon the Serpulit. It consists of thick beds of fine-grained, 
yellowish-white, or greyish durable sandstone, which for its ex- 
cellent quality has been employed in building Cologne Cathedral ; 
and other hard beds called lliaustein are used for road material. 
The thickness of the sandstone amounts to 500 feet, and some of its 
beds contain a rich fossil flora of thirty-three species. The following 
are the most abundant : Sphenopteris Mantelli, Pecopteris Geiniizii, 
Mantonidimi Goepperti, Microdictyum Dmilceri, Hausmannia dichotoma, 
Anomozamifes Schaumburg ense, Sphenopteris Sternberg i ana, Sph. 
Kurriana, Spirangia Jugleri. The Mollusca consist ot moulds and 
compressed shells. The osseous remains of Pish and Saurians are 
rare, but single scales of Sphaerodus semiglobus and Lepidotus 
Mantelli are abundant. Our author has found at Bad Kehburg the 
foot-prints of Reptilian animals, Ornithoidichnites, similar to those 
described and figured by Mr. Beckles, from the Hastings sandstone 
of Bexhill, near Hastings. 

III. The Upj)er Wealden or Weald Clay consists of dark grey or 
blackish, thin-bedded, friable sandy shales and marl ; a quartzite 
rock with thin beddings of limestone, and an abundance ot Cyrena, 
Cyclas, Corbula and Melania species, Melania strornbiformis, Melania 
rngosa, Paludina fluviorum, and other beds with Cyrena species, 
Cypris, and Fishes’ scales. The Upper Wealden varies in thickness 
from 15 to 4.0, and 65 to 77 metres. The fauna of this Upper 
member of the Wealden is limited to a few species, as Mytilus 
membranaceus, Modiola lithodomus, JJnio MenTcei, many species of 
Cyrena, Corbula and Cyclas, with Melania harpaeformis, M. strombi- 

formis, M. rugosa, Paludina, Litorinella, Planorbis, Cypris \ aldensis 
and two others, and the remains of Fishes, as Pycnodns, Sphaerodus, 
Hybodus ; of fossil plants only indistinct traces have been found. 

Under the lowest member of the Wealden, the Munder-Mergel, 
lies the Einbeckhauser limestone, which belongs to the Upper 
Poi-tlandian, representing a portion of the Upper Jura, and forming, 
it may be, passage-beds from the Portland to the Wealden. The 
Serpulit maintains by its organic remains the predominant character 
of the Wealden, so that it cannot bo separated from both the upper 
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divisions. The entire Flora and Fauna of the Wealden formation 
lias a Jurassic character, and the relations of the Lynineen and 
Brackish- water deposits of the Wealden with the Marine beds of the 
Portland, afford evidence of the alternation of conditions which 
prevailed during the close of the Jurassic epoch. 

The plates which illustrate the Monograph are beautifully executed. 
The number of species amounts to 146, of which there are — 
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The construction of the Palaeontological table and catalogue of 
species is to be highly oouiinended, seeing tliat it brings before the 
eye at a glance the most important points connected with the history 
of the Fauna and Flora of the Wealden and associated formations. 
One column contains the name and synonym of each species, another 
the literature of the same, a third their distribution in the Kim- 
meridge and Portlandian, a fourth in the Purbeck and Wealden, and 
a fifth contains localities and general remarks tliereon. All students 
who aim at precise and concise methods in order to rei)resent the 
ancient life history of any formation may well take a lesson from 
these tables. This work will be welcomed by all geologists who 
take an interest in the marvellous chapter of the Earth’s history to 
which it relates, and especially so to English natin-alists acquainted 
with the correlated beds of the Wealden in our Southern Coast 
sections, which they can now compare with those in the neighbour- 
hood of Hanover. J. W. 


Geolooical Society of London. 

April 27, 1881. — Kobert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., President, in 
the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. “On the Precise Mode of Accumulation and Derivation of the 
Moel Tryfan Shelly Deposits ; on the Discovery of similar High- 
Level Deposits along the Eastern Slopes of the Welsh Mountains ; 
and on the Existence of Drift-zones showing probable Variations in 
the Rate of Submergence.” By D. Mackintosh, Esq., F.G.S. 

The author coinraencod by giving a sketch of the progress of dis- 
covery connected with the Moel Tryfan deposits. He then described 
certain phenomena connected with these deposits, to which little or 
no attention has been devoted by other observers. After identifying 
the local stones, and indirectly local erratics, he traced the derivation 
of the far-travelled erratics which came from the N. and N.W. He 
drew particular attention to an extensive exposure of slaty laminss, 
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the edges of which have been bent by a force assailing the hill from 
the N.W. ; and as these edges have been shattered so as to form 
parcels of slate-chips covered by, or rolled up in laminated sand, 
along with parcels of clay, he endeavoured to prove that a stranding 
of the floating-ice which must have brought part of the erratics 
(including numerous chalk-flints), will alone account for the pheno- 
mena. After describing patches of gravel and sand in other parts 
of Caernarvonshire, referring to the Three-Rock Mountain deposits 
in Ireland (which must have come from the N.W.), and briefly 
noticing the drifts on Halkin Mountain, Flintshire, he entered upon 
the main subject of his paper, namely, the discovery of an extensive 
series of marine drifts, including (besides deposits on flat ground) 
about twelve hillocks or knolls, consisting of rounded gravel and 
sand, and in at least two instances, containing gravel- pits with 
numerous shell -fragments. They extend along the east side of the 
northern part of the mountain-range which runs between Minera 
and Llangollen Vale, and are situated at levels between 1100 and 
1800 feet above the sea. The gravel is largely made up of rounded 
Eskdale-granite pebbles, and during his last or fourth visit to the 
district, he found a large granite boulder on the axial summit of the 
ridge, about 1450 feet above the sea, showing a submergence of the 
mountain to at least that extent. He went on to assign reasons for 
believing that the sea lingered longer at the level of the sand and 
gravel knolls than lower down and higher up, so as to allow time 
for the extra rounding of the pebbles, accumulation of erratics, and 
multiplication of Mollusca; for he could discover no reason for 
supposing that the mollusks which left the shells did not live on or 
near the spot in the littoral or sublittoral zone. He then described 
a small exposure of high-level rounded gravel and sand near Llan- 
gollen, and dwelt on the remarkable fact that the marine deposits 
on Moel Tryfan, Three-Rock Mountain (Ireland), Minera Mountain, 
and in Macclesfield Forest, occur at about the same altitude above 
the sea-level. After proposing a provisional classification of the 
drift-deposits of North Wales and the Pennine hills into zones, 
showing probable variations in the rate of submergence, he concluded 
by discussing the question. Whether the submergence was caused by 
the subsidence of the land or the rising of the sea, without venturing 
to express any decided opinion on the subject, but inclining to the 
former idea. 

2. ‘‘On the Correlation of the Upper Jurassic Rocks of England 
with those of the Continent.” By the Rev. J. F. Blake, M.A., 
F.G.S. Part I. The Paris Basin. 

This was an attempt to settle the many questions of correlation 
arising out of the detailed descriptions given of the various localities 
in the Paris basin where Upper Jurassic rocks are developed, by a 
consecutive survey of them all ; undertaken by the aid of a grant 
from the Government Fund for Scientific Research.” In previous 
papers the names used for the great subdivisions and their boun- 
daries were adopted without material modification ; in the present 
such modifications were proposed as may bring the English and 
continental arrangements into harmony. 



Geological Society of London. 285 

Five distinct areas were considered in this paper, a. The southern 
range ; 6. The (Jharentes ; c. Normandy ; d. The Pays de Bray ; 
e. The Boulonnais. 

a. The Southern Range. — This is continuous from the Ardennes 
through the Meuse, Yonne, etc., to the Cher. In the Ardennes the 
“ Ferruginous Oolite ” corresponds to our Osmington Oolite, and to 
the Lower Limestones and Passage-beds of Yorkshire, the under- 
lying “ Middle Oxfordian ” being equivalent to our Lower Cal- 
careous Grit. Above comes immediately the Coral Bag with 
Cidaris florigemma ; and the stratigraphical and palaeontological 
break is constantly between the Coral Rag and Ferruginous Oolite 
when that occurs. The Corallian is a well-marked formation, 
though its character is variability. It is divisible generally into two 
groups — Coral Rag and Supracoralline beds, the latter usually being 
the “ 7)«ccras-beds ” ; but in the Yonne there is a great development 
of Diceras-heds below, associated with Cidaris florigemma and 
massive corals, which is gradually introduced in going west. This 
part of the series in the Haute Marne has been described as very 
different ; but the author did not at all agree with M. Tombeck’s 
stratigraphical determination, and considers the “ Oolite de la Nothe” 
no more than the continuation of the Supracoralline Diceras-heds, 
which he considers to uniformly overlie and never to underlie the 
Am. marantianus marls, which latter are Oxfordian. In fact nothing 
abnormal occurs in this Department. The whole series has a 
tendency to degenerate into barren lithographic limestones, in which 
distinctions are lost. The Astartian and Virgulian beds were traced 
through this range, the latter seldom showing any well-marked 
Pterocerian division, and the former being mostly connected with the 
overlying series. Above these are limestones hitherto called “ Port- 
landian,” in which two zones are constant ; but above all are vacuolar 
Oolites, which alone may be truly correlated with the Portland rocks 
of England. The whole of the beds in this range are eminently 
calcareous, a true clay being scarcely anywhere seen. 

b. The Chareutes. — In these two Departments the lower portion is 
very calcareous, and the distinction of one part from another very 
slight; but the highest portion, both near Cognac and on the He 
d’Oleron, yields beds which may be paralleled with our true English 
Portland rocks. 

c. Normandy. — The complete sequence has here been made out, 
from the true Oxford Clay of Dives to the Virgulian of Havre, and 
the similarity of the whole to the sequence in Dorsetshire is very 
remarkable. “ The Trouville Oolite ” is the exact representative of 
the Osmington Oolites ” with the Nothe Grits below ; but the place 
of the Sandsfoot clay is taken by the true Coral Rag, whose right 
position in the Weymouth section is hereby determined. The 
Supracoralline beds are the sands of Glos, and the Astartian beds 
are the Trigonia-h^d^ of Havre, which are the exact representatives 
of the “ Kimmeridge passage-beds.” 

d. The Fays de Bray. — Nothing below the Virgulian is here seen, 
and the commencement of the so-called ‘‘ Portland beds ” was con- 
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sidered by the author to be at a lower level than it is placed by M. 
Lapparent, on account of the similarity to beds at Boulogne. The 
true Portland rocks occur as ferruginous sandstones with Trigonia 
gibhosa, 

e, Boulonnais. — The Houllefort limestone was correlated with the 
Osraington Oolite. The Coral Bag of Brucdale was considered 
equivalent to that of the Mont des Boucards, the so-called limestones 
of the latter place being Supracoralline. The Nerina 3 an Oolite and 
the Gres de Wirvigne represent the Astartian. The higher parts 
of the series have been already correlated. 

From this study it was proposed — that the “ Lower Calcareous 
Grit,” and almost all the Coralline Oolite should be placed in the 
Oxfordian series as the upper division, under the name “ Oxford 
Grit,” and Oxford Oolite”; that the Corallian consists of two parts, 
the Coral Bag and the Supracoralline beds ; that the Kimmeridgian 
should include the Astartian and Virgulian, the Pterocerian being a 
subzone; that the Upper Kimmeridge ” and the Hartwell clay, with 
the “Portland sand,” should make a new subdivision to be called 
Bolonian, the northern and southern types being both represented 
at Boulogne, which may be divided into Upper and Lower ; and 
that the true Portland limestone and the Purbeck be united into one 
group, as Lower and Up2)er Portlandian ; the fact of the latter being 
freshwater being paralleled by parts of the true Portland having 
that character. 

3 . “ On Fossil Chilostomatous Bryozoa from the YaiTa-Yarra, 
Victoria, Australia.” By Arthur William Waters, Esq., F.G.S. 

The author gave a descriptive list of seventy-two 2)ieces of Biyozoa 
belonging to the suborder Chilostomata, from a lump of clay obtained 
by Mr. Allen from the neighbourhood of the Yarra-Yarra liiver. 
The si^ecimens are fragmentary, but in excellent 2:)reservation. 
There are eight species of CateniceUa, a genus unknown in the fossil 
state until quite recently, when Mr. Bracebridge Wilson described 
twelve fossil species, none of which are known living; two of the 
Yarra-Yarra sjjecies still live in the Australian seas, and one of 
these also occurs in the Geological Society’s collection from Mount 
Gambler. Among the most interesting of all the specimens described 
by the author is a Catenicellay consisting of long internodes, with a 
double row of cells in each internode. The short-beaded Catenicellce 
now living have probably been developed from forms with long 
intemodes. Microporella is also well represented by some interest- 
ing forms, which make it necessary to widen the definition of the 
genus. A very interesting Cellaria with subglobular internodes 
explains the Cretaceous fossil called Eschara aspnsia by d’Orbigny. 

Of the Chilostomata found in this deposit thirt3^-nine are con- 
sidered new, although this number may have to be reduced ; nine- 
teen are now found living ; seven correspond with those from the 
fossiliferous beds of Orakei Bay, New Zealand, described by Stoliczka; 
about twenty-three are found in the Mount Gambler formation. Of 
about thirty Cyclostomatous Bryozoa which occur in this deposit, at 
least seven are common to it and Orakei Bay. Besides the Bryozoa, 
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the author has obtained many other organisms from this clay, and 
especially a large number of Foraniinifera now in the hands of Prof. 
Karrer of Vienna. He estimates the total number of determinable 
species belonging to various classes at over 200. 

In treating of his special subjects the author adopts the principles 
of classification laid down by Hincks, Smitt, and other recent writers 
on living Bryozoa, which he regards as preferable in themselves, and 
also as facilitating the comparison of fossil with recent forms. 


C0I^I^:H]s:F>0l5^zD:E3l5^CDB- 


GLACIAL BOULDEES IN SECONDARY DEPOSITS, SIDNEY, NEW 
SOUTH WALES. 

Mr. C. S. Wilkinson, F.G.S., Government Geologist, Department of 
Mines, Sydney, N.S. Wales, referring to the occurrence of Glacial 
boulders in the “ ITawkesbury Series,” ^ writes to Mr. B. Etheridge, jun., 
under date 10th February, 1881 : — ‘‘Here we have huge and small 
angular mavsses of soft shales embedded in pebble conglomerates arid 
false-bedded sandstones. With these sandstones (Hawkesbury) are 
interstratified argillaceous shales, and the boulders are of the same 
material and contain tlio same fossils. It seems that during the 
deposition of the Hawkesbury Series, the rapid and changing currents 
which deposited the false-bedded sandstones, were at intervals suc- 
ceeded by quiet waters, from which the mud forming the shales 
settled down, probably during winter-time, when ground-ice formed. 
Spring-time following, the ice broke up, and drifting about broke 
up some of the newly-formed shales, and mingled the shale frag- 
ments with pebbles and sand brought by currents from the shores. 
The shale boulders are always found just above, or not far from the 
undisturbed shale-beds, thus : — 



In the sandstones just above the bed with angular blocks (il), are (B) 
small rolled flattish pieces of the same shale, the longer diameter 
inclined in one position, showing the direction of the transporting 
currents at the time ; some of the angular masses are curved, 
showing that they must have been in a soft condition, when torn 
up from the underlying shales. The principal fossils found in these 
are fragments of Plants — Phyllotheca, Thinnfeldia, Odontopteroides ; 
Fishes — Falaoniscua, Chet role pis granulatus, Mijriolepis Clarkti, and 
another, which appears to be new.” 

^ Lower Mesozoic. 
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THE BAGSHOT BEDS OF THE BAGSIIOT DISTRICT. 

Sir, — Being greatly interested in the geology of the London Basin, 
and liaving just read Professor Jones’s paper on the Bagshot District 
(Proc. Geol. Assoc, vol. vi. No. 9), I at once turned to Mr. Berries’ 
article with the above title, on receiving the current Number of the 
Geological Magazine, to be however “brought up sharp” by the 
first paragraph (p. 171). 

The statement that the only authority for the beds included in 
this area is Professor Prestwich, who .... has supplied all the in- 
formation about the district that is at present known,” quite astonishes 
me, at least as far as regards the words which I have italicized. No 
one is more ready to bear witness to the great value of Professor 
Prestwich ’s many papers on the London Basin than I am, for no 
one, probably, has used them more ; but that great authority on 
Tertiary geolog}^ would never claim such an exclusive right to the 
Bagshot District, the structure of which he made out and first 
described in detail. 

There happens to be an institution known as the Geological 
Survey,” whose work consists in recording the details of the geology 
of these islands. Some of its officers (chiefly a former colleagne. 
Mr. Polwhele, a Cambridge man) 3 "ears ago surveyed the Bagshot 
District, and the result of their work has been published on the 
Geological Survey maps. Moreover, in the course of my own work 
on that Survey, I have a distinct recollection of running one of the 
so-called Horizontal Sections ” across that district, and of having 
corrected the proofs of a Memoir (vol. iv. 1872) that gives a detailed 
description of the Bagshot Beds, and in winch, I believe, the pebble- 
beds were for the first time described at any length. 

This note is not written with any wish to disparage Mr. Berries’ 
work ; on the contraiy, 1 welcome an addition to the ranks of our 
Tertiary geologists, and congratulate him on his enlargement of the 
local Bagshot fauna. My object is to caution young geologists 
against rashly assuming that they know everything th.at has been 
done in any district. That such an error should have come from the 
Woodwardian Museum is astonishing, as Professor Plughes, himself 
an old Survey man, could at once liave enlightened his pupil. 

To conclude, I assure Mr. Berries that, should a second edition of 
the Geological Survey Memoir on the London Basin be called for, I 
shall make use of his paper and acknowledge his discoveries, to 
which I hope he may make many additions. 

Geological Survey Office, WilltAM WhitaKBR. 

28, Jekmyn Street, London, S.W., 11 Aprils 1881. 

PENTREMITBS IN THE MIDDLE DEVONIAN OF DEVON. 

Sir, — Pentremites not bein«; as yet in the British Middle Devonian lists, may I 
mention their prohahle occurrence in the neighbourhood of Torquay 't I have placed 
two specimens, apparently of different species, in the hands of Mr. R. Etheridge, 
jun., who (with Mr. P. ll. Carpenter) has kindly pn»niised to examine and describe 
them. He pronounces them to oe Blmloidea, though from their state; of pre;servation 
the genus requires further investigation. One bears a superficial resemblance to 
Pentremites planus (Sandb.). A third specimen, also fragmentary, is in the collection 
of Mr. J. E. Lee. 

Chaeante, Torquay. 


G. F. Whidboene. 
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I. — Note in Explanation op Plate VIL, to Illustrate the 

Theory of Subsidence and Elevation op Land, and the 
Permanence of Oceans.^ 

By J. S. Gardner, F.G.S. 

Fig. 1 is intended to represent a section across an ocean basin. It 
is supposed that the combined weight of water (1) and sediment (2), 
acting upon an elastic layer of rock (3), compresses the fluid layer 
which underlies it (4), and forces it to escape laterally, and either to 
accumulate and partially solidify, thus raising the crust above; or, 
where the tension is extreme, and the resistance inadequate, to form 
fissures or vents. The continuously sustained pressure towards the 
centre of the basin constantly converts fresh solid into fluid, which 
escapes again and again, perhaps at intervals of centuries, causing 
fresh njiheavals or eruptions, 23er23etually deepening the ocean basin. 

The relative mass of sediment to cr 3 ^stalline rock may’ be enor- 
mously greater, since its accumulation must have been increasing 
from the remotest ages. 

Fig. 2 re 2 )resents the basin of the Pacific with its encircling chain 
of volcanos, and is after Scro2^e. 

Fig. 3 is an ideal section similar to that of Fig. 1 ; but showing in 
addition sub-marine lines of insufficient resistance. 

In the article, reference to one of the most striking examples of 
subsidence being directly due to weight of sediment was omitted. 

The constant influx of brackish water seen in our coal-fields, and 
the nature of coal, show bej'ond doubt that it was deposited at or 
about the sea-level, yet in the South Wales district the Coal-measures 
are 10,000 to 12,000 feet thick, with 7o distinct seams. 

II. — On the Genera Meiusta, Suess, 18o1, and Datia, Day. 1881. 

liy Thomas Davidson, F.K.S., etc., etc. 

I N his memoir ‘‘Brachiop. der Kossener Schichten,” p. 17, Prof. 

E. Suess proposed his genus Merista, giving as its type the M, 
Herculea, Barrande, and at page 8o of the German editiop of the 
general introduction to my work on British Fossil Brachiopoda Prof. 
E. Suess redescribes his genus, and in pi. iii. figures its spirals and 
shoe- lifter process ; but neither the connexions of the spirals, nor 
their attachments to the hinge-plate, had then been discovered. 
Prof. Suess also includes in his genus Merista the so-called Atrypa 
tumida, Dalman (now the ty^pe of our genus Whitfieldia) , whose 

1 This Plate should have accompanied Mr. Gardner’s article which appeared in the 
June Number, see pp. 241-246. — Edit. Geol. Mag. 
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internal and differential characters were then likewise unknown. 
In our Britisli Devonian rocks the genus Merista is represented by 
the Merista yleheia, or = scalprum ; but although Mr. Glass has been 
able in several specimens to develope its spirals, he entirely failed to 
expose its loop, on account of the difficult nature of the limestone or 
opaque spar which fills most of the specimens. 

Considering it to be very desirable that the interior character of 
this important genus should if possible be discovered, I wrote to my 
old and valued friends M. Barrande, of Prague, and to Prof. E. 
Suess, of Vienna, and requested them to kindly send me some 
specimens of Merista Herculea, that the Rev. Norman Glass might 
endeavour to work out the loop and the attachments to the hinge- 
plate, which had not been hitherto discovered ; and thanks to his 
great skill, experience and patience, we are now acquainted with 
the whole characters belonging to the genus under description. 

The principal stems forming the spirals are attached to the In’nge- 
plate a ; from thence they proceed for a short distance into the interior 

of the shell with a very 
gentle inclination forward, 
and at b they are abruptly 
bent backwards at an acute 
angle towards the bottom 
of the lateral portions of 
the beak. From thence 
they form a broad rounded 
curve facing the bottom of 
the dorsal valve o, and after 
converging to about half 
their length, again divide 
towards the front, and thus 
form the first spiral coil. 
Again, at about half their 
length, at d, the principal 

Interior of the dorsal valve of Merista Herculea. widen and give off 

Developed by the Rev. Norman Glass. another lamella. These 

lamellae converge from 
both sides towards the middle of the interior of the shell between 
the spiral coils, and after the two extremities have come into contact, 
the lamella thus formed proceeds in a straight direction for a short 
distance to near the hinge-plate, and then bifurcates and curves 
round on each side, forming two slender rings e. The anterior 
border of these rings being attached a little below the place where 
the converging lamellaa of the loop become united. The outer edges 
of the rings slope gently towards the bottom of the dorsal valve, 
and are rather less in width than the primary branches to which they 
are attached. The spiral cones are composed of ten or twelve 
convolutions, the number, however, varying in different specimens 
and at different stages of growth. The extremities of the spirals 
are directed towards the middle of the lateral portions of the shell. 

In the ventral valve, under the beak, are two roof-shaped plates 
fixed by their lateral margins to the medio-longitudinal region of the 
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valve and with their narrow end fitting under the extremity of the 
beak. Prof. King compared these plates to a shoe-lifter process. 

With very small differences the loop of Meristella, Hall {M, 
arcuata. Hall), is similar to that we have described in Merista, and 
were it not that Meristella has no shoe-lifter process, it would not be 
possible to distinguish the two genera. 

Again, Whiijiddia {Atryjm tumida of Dalman) is distinguishable 
from both Merista and Meristella by the absence of those peculiar 
ring-shaped processes attached to the loop, and has instead only a 
short bifurcating process where in both the last-named genera the 
rings are formed. These three genera seem, indeed, closely allied, 
although each contains peculiarities by which it may be distinguished 
from the others. 

Genus Dayia, Dav. 1881. 

T}"pe Tirehratula navicula^ J. de C. Sowerhy, Sil. Syst., pi. v. fig. 17, 1837. 

At page 191 of my Silurian Monograph, I say, Surely this shell 
differs much, both by its external as well as its internal characters, 
from those peculiar to the genus Rhynchonella : so much so that it 
may hereafter be found desirable to propose for it, and similarly 
characterized shells, a separate generic or sub-generic desig- 
nation.” In 18G7 I was acquainted with the interior surface of 
both valves, and described and figured in detail its very remarkable 
muscular and other impressions ; but I had no idea that the shell w’as 
provided with spiral coils for the support of the labial appendages. 
During the mouth of March, 1881, the Rev. H. G. Day showed me 
some fine specimens of the so-termed Rhynchonella? navicida, and 
offered to send them to the Rev. Norman Glass, that he might see 
whether the shell was possessed of spiral appendages, and on the 
22nd of the same month Mr. Glass wrote me : “ I now send you 
two specimens worked out of R. ? navietda, showing entirely new 
spirals and loop,” and since all the interior characters are so distinct 
from what we find in other spiral - bearing genera, Mr. Glass 
suggested that I should propose a new genus for the shell under 
description. It is very probable even that we have in our British 
Silurian rocks other species referable to the same genus, but we are at 
present acquainted with Dayia navicida only, 
so that the generic characters may be taken 
from that as the type. Exteriorly, Dayia 
navicida is elongated, oval or boat-shaped, 
broadest posteriorly — ventral valve very 
deep, convex, and arched, and keeled along 
the middle, beak closely incurved, dorsal 
valve slightly convex posteriorly, anterior 
half of shell concave, surface smooth. In 
the interior surface of the dorsal valve a 
slightly raised ridge extends from under the 
hinge-plate to about half the length of the 
I^erior of the dorsal valve of valve, and on either side are two scars 

by the adductor muscle. On the 
cast the place occupied by the 
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mesial ridge forms a longitudinal groove, the muscular impressions 
being slightly in relief on either side. The sockets are widely 
separate. The primary stems of the spirals are attached to the hinge- 
plate of the dorsal valve, and after extending parallel to each other 
for a short distance, bend at right angles abruptly towards the 
lateral portions of the beak, and form two large curves facing the 
lateral portions of the valve. On approaching the front they loi in 
four or five convolutions, whicli become smaller until they reach 
their terminal coil, which faces the middle of the lateral j)ortions of 
the shell. Near the front the primary lamella? give off two processes, 
which converge and extend between the spiral coils in an upward 
and backward direction. After becoming united towfwds the middle 
of the shell, they are again prolonged in the sha]>e of a single lamella, 
which proceeds upwards for a little distance with its extremity 
directed towards the hinge- 2 »latc. The spiral coils aie therefore 
connected by a loop having a somewhat similar position to that 
described by Prof. J. Hall in Zigospira. but in this last named genus 
the spiral coils have their extremities fiicing each other in the centre 
of the shell, while in Dayia it is quite the reverse, the extremities of 
the spiral coils facing the lateral portions of the shell. 

In the interior of the ventral valve a mesial groove extends from 
the extremity of the beak to about the middle of the shell, and on 
either side, running parallel with the hinge-line, are two broad, 
rounded projections, at the outer extremity of which are situated the 
articulating tooth ; under these are two obliquely placed or chevron - 
like, elongated, oval-sha 2 >ed muscular scars, considerably raised from 
the bottom of the valve, these ])rojecting j^arts forming corres^^ond- 
ing depressions in the internal cast. 

We are therefore now, thanks to the incomi)arable skill of the 
Eev. Norman Glass, fully acquainted with the characters of the si)iral 
arrangements of this remarkable genus, and which I name after the 
Eev. H. G. Hay, in consideration of the im])ortant help he has 
always been ready to offer me in my investigations of the Silurian 
fossils with which he is so well acquainted. Placed by Soworby in 
1839 with Tei'chratula, by M‘Coy in Atnjpa in 1846, with Hypothyris 
by Philli 2 )S in 1849, with Jihynclionella by Salter in 1859, I ho 2 )e it 
has now found a resting-place in Dayia, being entirely dissimilar 
from any of the genera above quoted. Dayia navicuJa seems con- 
fined to the Upper Silurian. It would bo very desirable that the 
interior of the so- termed Ilerista y cynibula should bo examined, for 
it bears much external resemblance to Dayia navicula. 

From the different articles we have inserted in this year’s volume 
of the Geological Magazine, it will be seen how very important it 
is to become acquainted with the loops and attachments of the sjiirals 
in the spiral-bearing genera of Brachiopoda. Indeed, it has been 
demonstrated from the admirable researches, so skilfully conducted 
by the Kev. Norman Glass, that it is impossible to feel certain as to 
the genus to which the larger number of the spiral -bearing species 
really belong until their interior details have been ascertained, and 
how fallacious it is to depend solely on external appearances. 



293 


8 IT. Scudder — N’ew Carboniferous Insects, 

character of the following Silurian British spiral-bearing species of 
Brachiopoda, and any one possessing duplicates available for that 
purpose could not serve science better than by placing them in the 
able hands of the Rev. Norman Glass : — Meristella f angustifrons, 
M‘Coy, sp. ; M, ? CircS, Barrande ? ; M, f Maclarenif Haswell ; M, 
? cr assay Sow. ; M, ? suh-undata, M'Coy ; A try pa ? hemispJKBrica, 
Sow. sp. ; A, ? Scotica, Dav. ; A, Headii, Billings. The so-termed 
Triplesia ? monilifera, M‘Coy ; Triplesia ^ GrayicBy Dav. ; Merista 
? camarium or cymhula, Dav. ; and the Bkyn, ? Pentlandicay also 
require internal investigation. 

The Rev. Norman Glass has also recently been devoting much 
attention to the loop and spiral -bearing species of British Devonian 
Brachiopoda, with admirable results, which we hope to make known 
in the sequel. 

III. — Two New British Carboniferous Insects, with Remarks 
ON those already known. 
hy Samuel H. Scudder, Esq. 

Assistant-Librarian, Ilarvurd College Library, Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A. 

B y the kind communication of my friend, the Rev. P. B. Brodie, 
M.A., F.G.S., I Lave been able to study two very striking 
wing- fragments from the Coal-measures of Great Britain, which are 
interesting, not only from the excessive rarity of such remains in 
this country, but also from their relationship to the two or three 
already known. 



Wing of BrocUa priscotinctay Scudder. Coal-measures, Dudley Coal-field, 
Staflordstiire. 

The first, which I call Brodiay in honour of the distinguished 
writer on the Insects of the Secondary rocks of England, is an 
ancient form of Planipennia or true Neuropteray the structure of 
whose wings does not agree with that of any of the existing 
families of the group, but rather shows a combination of features 
which now distinguish separate families. It has the general aspect 
of a gigantic Panorpa, borrowed from its form, its markings, the 
presence of a few scattered cross-veins, and the course of the 
mediastinal nervure. When, however, its neuratioii is carefully 
observed, the scapular vein is seen to be fundamentally different, 
though its position and the origin of its main branch is similar ; for, 
while in both cases the area it occupies is important, in the Panor- 
pina the main branch divides dichotomously throughout, and its 
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offshoots take a longitudinal direction; while in Brodia the main 
branch emits oblique shoots at regular intervals downward and 
outward, as it does in other Planipennia, but not in Panorpina ; the 
veins below the scapular are also very different from what they are 
ill Panorpina^ and relatively to the rest of the wing much less 
important. 

With the Hemerohinaf the wide space between whose marginal 
and mediastinal veins is filled with numerous oblique and generally 
forked veinlets, and whose scapular vein has numerous sectors, this 
ancient type has less to do. In these, the mediastinal vein extends 
nearly to the tip of the wing, while in Brodia it terminates a little 
beyond the middle. The Hemerohina, however, differ from other 
Planipennia in the insignificant part usually played by the externo- 
median vein, which is frequently almost entirely simple or only 
forked once in the apical half of its course. Ihis peculiarity is 
borrowed, though not in a striking degree, by Brodia, where this 
vein is forked once about tlie middle ; but whose branches, widely 
distant like those of the scapular vein, cover a considerable area. 

The more essential features of this ancient wing, however, fore- 
shadow the characteristics of the Sialina, In form, while it is not 
very different, it has none of the arching of the costa almost 
universal among Sialina, and usually accompanied in modern types 
by a broad space between the marginal and mediastinal veins, not at 
all displayed by Brodia, In the brevity of the mediastinal vein 
Brodia resembles the Rapltidians, but the neuration of the rest of 
the wing is completely different, while in the Sialids proper the 
mediastinal vein always continues nearly to the tip of the wing. 
The course and distribution of the branches of the scapular vein, 
however, are of greater importance, and in this respect Brodia 
agrees very well with the Sialina ; again, however, the simplicity 
of the internomedian vein in Brodia, where it consists of only a 
single undivided ray, is very different from that now found in 
Sialids, where it is always divided and often plays a somewhat 
important part. 

Brodia, then, is a Planipennian in a broad sense, refusing to 
affiliate closely with the restricted families of the present day. Nor 
does it appear to be intimately related to any Palaeozoic insect yet 
described. It is also peculiar for possessing a very large number of 
fine cross- veins or wrinkles, besides the stout cross- veins which are 
scattered here and there over the wing ; the latter are, however, 
confined to dark patches to be mentioned presently ; while the 
former are uniformly distributed over the wing, subequidistant, and 
always run at right angles to the nervures they connect, even where, 
by keeping that course, they strike the often obliquely directed, 
stouter cross- veins. 

In the preservation of its colours, Brodia is the most striking 
instance known among Palasozoic insects ; the markings are sharply 
defined, and, to judge from Brongniart’s illustrations, more deeply 
tinted than in Protophasma Bumasi, which he has described in 
this Magazine,^ and elsewhere. The stone on which the wing of 
i Geol. Mag. 1879, p. 97, PL IV. 
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Brodia is preserved is of a dull grey colour, and the hyaline parts 
of the wing do not differ from it in tint. The margins of the wing, 
however, are nearly black, while the anterior part of the wing 
next the scapular vein is dull brown; below this are three broad 
transverse belts, one in the middle, and the others in the middle of 
either half of the wing, which, and especially the two outer, are 
of a distinct, though dull, umber brown ; these belts are very 
irregular in outline, following in many cases the course of the 
tiansverse veinlets. All the margins of the wing are armed with 
fine black si^inules, generally set in a double row. 

From the excellent preservation of the markings the species may 
take the name of Brodia priscotincta. The wing as preserved is 
44 mm. long and 12 mm. broad. The possible length of the com- 
plete wing was about 55 mm. 

The second specimen is a fragment of the basal part of a wing, 
which, as it shows the roots of all the principal veins, can be placed 
with a strong degree of probability in the same general group as 
some other Paheozoic wings ; and yet, as it differs strikingly from 
all of them in certain features, and from its immense size can be 
confounded with none, merits distinct mention and a name. The 
fragment itself must have been known for a long time, though I 
find nowhere any reference to it ; besides the piece sent me by IMr. 
llrodie, I have casts of its reverse, given me about ten years ago by 
Mr. Woodward, the original of which is, I believe, in the British 
Museum. 

This fragment is remarkable for representing the largest known 
insect- wing from the Pahnozoic rocks, not excepting the Acridiies 
formosus of Goldenberg from Saarbriick, or my Megaihentommn 
jmstidatum from Illinois. Certainly not more, probably much less, 
than the fifth of the wing is preserved ; but tlie direction of the 
veins, their very great robustness, and the extraordinary distance 
apart of the upper three are clear indications that the spread of wing 
enjoyed by this insect was not less than ten, and may even have 
been more than fourteen inches ; all the principal veins are a 
millimetre or more thick, and the cross-veins of the upper two 
interspaces are tolerably distant, stout, prominent, and generally 
simple. The marginal vein, forming the front border of the wing, 
is studded with short oblique spines. The other veins lie at very 
different levels on the stone, and, below the interspaces mentioned, 
seem rather closely crowded, and are much more curved, sweeping 
downward, while the upper veins show little tendency to turn from 
a longitudinal course. All the principal veins are present, and 
from their trend and relative level, and from the width and nature 
of the interspaces, there can be no question that the insect belongs 
to the same group with the Gorydalis Brongniarti of Mantell, and the 
Lithomantis carhonarius of Woodward, and is, indeed, only to be 
separated generically from them. 

For this gigantic insect the name of ArchoBoptilus ingens is pro- 
posed. The length of the fragment is 43 mm. and its width 32 mm. 

This naturally loads to an inquiry into the proper zoological 
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position of Lithomantis carhonarius and Corydalis Brongniarti, the 
“ marked similarity ” of which Mr. Woodward himself points out, 
figuring them side by side in describing the former. 

Mr. Woodward is assuredly mistaken in referring Lithomantis to 
“the neighbourhood of the Mantida,'’ notwithstanding that he 
supports himself by the adherence to his views of such able ento- 
mologists as Messrs. Westwood, Waterhouse and M ‘Lachlan, who 
can hardly have made a serious study of the neuration. It bears 
indeed a vague resemblance to that of the MantidcBf excepting in 
the hind wings, where the fullness of the anal area, with its special 
development of folding rays in the insect of to-day, need not be 
looked for in its less specalized ancestor ; but when the elements of 
the neuration are examined, the resemblance is seen to be purely 
superficial. Then it appears that Lithomantis agrees with other 
ancient types, and not at all with the Mantidw. The front wing of 
the Mantida has a very peculiar and characteristic neuration. The 
marginal vein forms the front border of the wing, as I believe it 
never does in any saltatorial Orthoptera, and always does in the 
Neuroptera. The mediastinal vein is simple, and runs in close 
proximity to the scapular, terminating near the tip of the wing. 
So far there is nothing essentially different from the condition of 
things in Lithomantis ; but in the next three veins all is different. 
To use the specific example (Blepharis domina of Africa) given by 
Mr. Woodward : the scapular vein is perfectly simple as far as the 
extreme tip, when it divides into three very short nervules support- 
ing the apical margin. In Lithomantis, however, it emits a stout 
inferior branch near the middle of the wing, which runs parallel or 
nearly parallel to the main vein, and probably (if it is like its allies 
of the time) sends off several branches to the lower apical margin. 
As this is one of the principal veins of the wing, differences which 
occur here are significant, and there is hardly any group of insects 
which has so unimportant a scapular vein as the Mantidce, The 
differences are even more striking in the next two veins, better 
preserved in the fossil. In Blepharis (and it is much the same in all 
Mantidce) the externoraedian vein is divided at base into two main 
stems, the upper of which runs in close proximity to the scapular, 
and in the outer half of the wing sends downward three or four 
conspicuous oblique veins, which ap])ear at first glance precisely as 
if they were offshoots of the scapular, which they are not at all ; 
they only perform the office of such offshoots in other wings ; the 
lower branch takes an irregularly longitudinal course below the 
upper branch, and emits similar veinlets to the lower margin ; and 
the entire area occupied by the two branches of this vein and their 
offshoots covers very much the larger part of the wing. The 
internomedian vein, on the contrary, is exceedingly simple, being 
forked only once (often, in other Mantidce, not at all), and occupies 
much less space than even the anal area. Now in Lithomantis the case 
is very different; the extemomedian vein does not divide at all until 
near the middle, and then only once or twice, its branches covering 
an area which is certainly much less than a quarter part of the wing, 
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while the internomedian vein subdivides numerously, no less than 
eight final nervures reaching the margin and covering an area, 
certainly as great as, and apparently considerably greater than, that 
of the externomedian vein. These singular differences between the 
Mantidce and Liihomantis. affecting the distribution of the three most 
important veins of the wing, leave no doubt whatever that the 
apparent resemblances between the two are only superficial, and 
that Zithomantis can with no propriety be referred to the Mdntidce. 

What place then should be assigned to Liihomantis ? I believe 
we should compare it with certain other Palmozoic wings, and 
notably with Corydalis Brongniarti of Mantell, to which indeed 
Woodward has himself compared it, giving at the same time an 
original figure of this interesting fossil. 

This insect is especially interesting from its being the first 
discovered in Palssozoic rocks, and that at a time when, to use the 
words of Audouin, no fossil insect was known either from the Lower 
Oolite, the Lias, the Keuper, the Muschelkalk, or the New Ked 
Sandstone ; still less in any older rocks. How astonishing then 
it must have been to find this trace in the Coal ! It was at first 
supposed to be a plant, and as such was sent by Mantell to Brong- 
niart, with other remains from Shropshire. Brongniart placed it in 
Audouin’s hands, and he drew attention to it on several occasions, — 
before the Entomological Society of France, the Academy of Sciences, 
and the Assembly of German Naturalists at Bonn, asserting its 
relationship to Neuroptera, where he placed it in the neighbourhood 
of Hemerobins, Semblis, Mantispa, and especially of Corydalis. 
Mantell accordingly figured it in 1839, in his Medals of Creation, 
under the name of Corydalisy adding in the second edition in 1844 
the specific name Brongniarti. The figure given by Mantell is 
thoroughly bad, not one of the veins being correctly drawn, and 
giving an altogether false idea of the wing; that by Murchison, in 
the various editions of his “ Siluria,” is a]>parently made from the 
same drawing, and therefore almost equally bad ; the anal veins 
alone are more correct. 

No further notice appears to have been taken of this wing until, 
in 1874, Swinton, and again, in 187G, Woodward, gave us new 
illustrations of it, which leave little to be desired. Swinton thought 
he had discovered the relics of a stridulating organ at the base of 
the wing, and compared it to similar characteristics alleged to be 
present on the under surface of the front wing of the modern 
Gryllacris. He accordingly referred the wing to the Orthoptera, and 
even to the Locustarian genus Gryllacris. This view cannot possibly 
be maintained, and a more unfortunate comparison could hardly 
have been made. Swinton himself acknowledges that he could not 
succeed in finding a species of Gryllacris “ with an effective file,” 
and the resemblance of one he figures cannot be ascribed to a 
stridulating apparatus ; for (1) the “ file ” he figures could not 
produce any sound when brought into contact with a similar 
structure on the opposite wing, since from their course the two 
would not be brought into the proper relations to each other, or at 
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least into such relations as they always are brought in stridulating 
Orthopfera ; (2) but it could not be brought at all into contact 
with the similar part of the opposite wing, the wing-insertions being 
far apart in Gryllacrh, and the supposed file lying at the extreme 
base of a vein in the middle of the wing ; (3) if this were a stridu- 
lating organ, it would not only lie in a different area from where it 
lies in all other Locustarians, but would agree with its place in no 
other Orthoptera whatever.^ 

The su})posed file in Gryllacris being no stridulating apparatus, 
any comparisons between it and the fossil from this point of view 
are of course misplaced ; but, aside from this, the position and 
course of the supposed file of the fossil is entirely different from 
that of the supposed file in Gryllacris, more indeed as it really is in 
Locustarians. But a careful examination of casts of both obverse 
and reverse, kindly given me by Mr. Woodward, and which show 
even more details than are given either by Swinton or Woodward 
(as, for instance, the spiny nature of the edge of the costal margin), 
brings nothing to light which lends any su 2 )port to this supposition. 

In his comparison of the general neuration of the fossil wing an<l 
the modern Gryllacris. ]\Ir. Swinton’s language is vague, but his 
conclusion, though evident, is wholl^^ erroneous. It needs only the 
figures upon his plate to point out the essential differences in the 
neuration. In the first place, a distinction of prime importance 
aj)pears in the marginal vein, wdiich forms the border (and is heavily 
spined) in tlie fossil, is widely removed from it in Gryllacris, the 
margin being formed of a film su])])orted by sn])erior offshoots from 
the marginal vein, which of course do not exist in the fossil. In 
Gryllacris, the scapular vein is crowded with a nari-ow space, 
embracing on the margin only the extreme tip of the wing; while 
no such contraction ai)pears in the fossil, where the area embraced 
b}^ this vein must cover the entire apical margin. The externo- 
median vein of the fossil is closely crowded against the scapular at 
base, and parts from it beyond with a sweeping curve (as in most 
Neuroptera), appearing as if a branch of it; while in Gryllacris it 
lies midway between the adjacent veins, and has scarcely the 
slightest downward tendency, its branches being equally parallel 
instead of divergent. The intern oinedian vein in the fossil is widely 
separated on either hand from the adjoining veins ; while in 
Gryllacris it is equally crowded with the others. Finally, all the 
branches of the latter, as well as those of the preceding vein, 
impinge upon the apical margin in Gryllacris ; while in the fossil 
they strike the lower border of the wing. 

These differences, many of which separate also most of the 
families of Orthoptera from those of Neuroptera, prove that the fossil 

^ Previous to the receipt of this paper by the Editor, Mr. E. Etheridge, jun., hod 
occasion to examine Mr. Swinton ’s figured specimen, contained in the Britisli Museum 
Collection. Mr. Etheridge is convinced that not the slightest trace of any organ, as 
figured by Mr. Swinton (Geol. Mag. Dec. II. 1874, Vol. 1. Plate XIV. Fig. 8, 
“file”), exists on the specimen in question. The supposed “stridulating organ ” 
is in fact only a fracture of the surface of the nodule, in which the wing is preserved. 
This is shown both on the fossil and its counterpart.— Euit. Geol. Mag. 
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is widely distinct from Gryllacrist, which, on its side, has a neuration 
more widely allied to that of Neuroptera than, perhaps, any other 
group of Neuroptera ; any comparison with other Orthoptera would 
therefore be still more vain, the neuration of the fossil wing bearing 
so much closer resemblance to that of those groups to which 
Audouin at first referred it. 

Compared even with Brodia, it will be seen that the essential 
features of the neuration are the same, with the single exception of 
the mediastinal vein, which in / rodia ends on the margin not far 
from the middle of the wing ; while in this ancient “ Cortjdalis ” it 
extends no doubt nearly or quite to the tip. But exactly such 
a difference as this is found to-day between Jtapliidiidee and Sialidee, 
and there can be little doubt that all four of the wings which have 
now been discovered (comprising all tho important fragments of 
wings from the English Carboniferous rocks but one — a cockroach) 
belong to an ancient type of Planipenniau Neuroptera, 

Of these the two which are most nearly related to each other 
are, unquestionably, the Corydalis Brongniarti of Mantell and the 
Lithomantis carhouaria of Woodward. Indeed, the resemblance 
between them is so close that one would almost consider them as 
belonging to the same genus. The basal narrowness of the 
margino-mediastinal interspace, however, as w^ell as * the con- 
siderably greater importance of the internomedian area in Litho- 
mantis, forbid this, thougli the course and general disposition of 
every principal vein is nearly identicaL 

Corydalis Brongniarti, then, being generically distinct from its 
synchronous allies, and widely different from living types, merits 
a distinctive name, and may be termed Lithosialis, to recall its 
2’elationship to the forms to which Audouin first compared it. From 
Lithomantis it differs in the points just mentioned ; from Brodia in 
the basal breadth of the margino-mediastinal interspace, the much 
more numerous branching of all the lower veins, and the greater 
extent of the mediastinal, besides the more uniform breadth of the 
whole wing ; from Arclueoptilus, in the proportionally narrow area 
occupied at tho base of the wing by the upper two interspaces, and 
the far later division of the externomedian vein. 

Objection would jierhaps be made by some to the retention of 
Woodward’s name of Lithomantis for an insect whose sup])osed 
resemblance to the Mantidoi is found to be erroneous, and which 
does not even fall within the suborder to which the Mantidce belong ; 
but, aside from the fact that it belonged to an age when the 
characteristic features of Orthoptera and Neuroptera were more or 
less blended, its outward aspect is at first glance by no means very 
different from tho insect to which Woodward has compared it ; and 
the retention of the name has an historic interest which should not be 
disregarded ; the number of Palaeozoic insects is not, and is not 
likely to become, so great as to render the name itself an obstacle to 
a knowledge and easy recollection of its true affinities. 

The following list contains the British Carboniferous hexapod 
insects discovered up to this time. 
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Neuboptkba. 

1. Liihosialis Brongniarti (supra). 

ConjdaUs (allied to), Audouiu, Ann. Soc. Entom. France, vol. ii. pp. yii 
and viii. 

Con/da/is Brongniarti, Mantell, Med. Cr. 2nd ed. lign. 124, fis* 2. 
GrgUacris [Cori/dalis) Brongniarti, Swintoii, Geol. Mao. Dec. II. Vol. I. 
PL XIV. Fi^. 3. 

Gryllacris {Corydalis) Brongniarti, Woodward, Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. 
Loud. vol. xxxii. pi. ix. fig. 2. 

Coalbrook Dale, Shropshire. 

2. Lithomantis carhonarius, Woodward, Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. Lend. 

vol. xxxii. pi. ix. fig. 1. Scotland. 

3. ArchcBoptilus ingens (supra), near Chesterfield, between Shelton 

and Clay Lane. Derbyshire. 

4. Brodia priscotincta (supra). Tipton, Stafibrdshire. 

Obthopteba. 

1. Etohlattina mantidi aides, Scudder, Pal. Cockroaches, pi. iii. fig. 3. 

Blattina sp., Kirkby, Geol. Mag. Vol. IV. PI. XVII. Fig. 6. 

BlitiUdium mantidiuidvs, Goldeiiberg, Fauna Sar. Foss. vol. ii. p. 20. 

Claxheugh, Durham. An indeterminate fragment of another 
wing, perhaps of the same species, is mentioned and figui*ed by 
Kirkby, in the same place. 

2. Phasmidoe, sp. Kirkby, Geol. Mag. Yol. IV. PI. XYII. Fig. 8. 

CoLEOPTBRA. 

1. Curculioides Ansiicii, Buckland, Geology, pi. xlvi. fig. 1. Coal- 
brook Dale, Shropshire. 

The other species described by Buckland as a beetle has been 
shown by Woodward to be an Arachnid. 

A more extended paper on the insects discussed here will ai)pefir, 
with a plate, in the Memoirs of the Boston Society of Natural History. 


IV. — Professor Carl Vogt on the Aughjeopteryx. 

By Prof. II. G. Seeley, F.B.S., etc. 

I N the Bevue Scientifique for the 13th of September, 1879, Professor 
Carl Vogt publislied a remarkable article on the Archaeopteryx. 
This Memoir being in a periodical that would not come under the 
notice of all readers in this country, an excellent translation of the 
paper was published in the Ibis. It is difficult, if not indeed some- 
what unhandsome, to criticize Carl Vogt’s contribution ; seeing that 
it makes known the famous second skeleton of Archceopteryx, which 
had long evaded all efforts to learn its characters. The present 
writer followed it from Solenhofon, in its migrations over Germany, 
only to find it guarded like a sacred mystery in the house of Otto 
Volger, in Frankfort. But while very difficult, from not having seen 
the specimen, for me to speak with any confidence on points of the 
anatomy of Archceopteryx in which Carl Vogt’s conclusions may be 
open to discussion, it is much easier, and, indeed, almost a pleasant 
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duty, to differ from him emphatically in the philosophical conclu- 
sions drawn from his study of the slab. And I here offer a few 
remarks, since the like have not been volunteered from any one 
more competent to speak on the subject, concerning reasons why 
naturalists should at least hold their judgment in suspense before 
adopting some of the learned Professor’s new conclusions, and in the 
hope of elucidating the true nature of this singular fossil. 

I will now proceed to give an abstract of the translation in 
the Ibis, with some comments.^ The head is described by Vogt as 
small, pyramidal, with the top nearly flat, and the occiput obliquely 
truncated. Tlie orbit is large, the nostril in front of it ; there are two 
small sharp conical teeth at the end of the upper jaw. The author is 
uncertain whether the bone below the skull is the lower jaw or the 
hyoid bone. He remarks that what one sees of the specimen shows 
clearly that it is a true Peptile’s head. On this point it is impossible 
not to wish that Professor Vogt had given reasons for his conclusion, 
for I fail altogether to recognize reptilian characters. If the skull is 
reptilian, what reptile does it resemble ? or if there be no resemblance 
to an}^ order of Reptilia in particular, what are the points of 
structure which show it to be reptilian ? I fail to make out, either 
that the quadrate bone was blended with the skull, or tliat the post- 
frontal bone had the usual rei^tilian form ; or that the skull possessed 
post-orbital arches such as often characterize reptiles. After the 
discovery that teeth may exist in the jaws in combination with 
typical bird structure, as demonstrated by Professor Marsh, we can- 
not rely alone on the teeth of Archaoptenjx in evidence that the 
skull was reptilian. I’he skull is very ditferent from that of llesper- 
ornis, and altogether distinctive in the position of the eyes, below 
and in front of the brain-ease ; but in this there is nothing unusual 
in the binl class, and the whole post-orbital region seems to me to 
be altogether avian, and to display the convex osseous covering 
of the cerebral hemisplieres, with a posterior compression and 
elevation of the skull into a ridge or crest above the region of 
the cerebellum. The circle of over-lapping eye-plates goes for 
nothing either way, nor can any inference be drawn from the posi- 
tion of the nostril. Therefore, wdiile full}^ admitting ‘‘ an elaborate 
study, requiring much time and care, would be needed to describe 
the bones of the head,” it seems to me that I’rofessor Vogt asks his 
readers to take his conclusions about the skull in faith as though he 
were the exponent of an infallible science ; and this is exactly what 
we are forbidden by our belief in evolution to do. 

The neck is stated to be as long as that of a pigeon of the same 
size ; it is bent in the form of a horse-shoe, and is said to probably 
include eight vertebrm, furnished with free ribs. In form and pro- 
portion the vertebrm are avian, as are their ribs ; which were 
probably united to the vertebras. The author counts ten dorsal 
vertebrae, which are thick, short, as broad as high, and have no 
elevated neural spines. The dorsal ribs are fine, thin, curved, and 

^ The Plate intended to accompany this notice not being' available, a new one 
will be given next month. — Edit. Geol. Mao. 
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show no trace of uncinate processes. There are free sternal ribs, 
which the author supposes to have been fixed to an abdominal linear 
sternum. The pelvis, well shown in the British Museum specimen, 
is here said *to be imbedded. Apparently its characters are alto- 
f^ethor different from those displayed in the first slab, since the 
femora are in natural position ; and the fore part of the sacrum, 
and apparently its hind part also, are laid bare without exposing 
any trace of the long ilium or of the other pelvic bones. Tlxe tail 
is very long. 

The pectoral and pelvic arches next come under consideration. 
The author confesses to some doubt concerning the structure of the 
shoulder girdle, which is quite free from the body. Two long 
slender bones are directed backward; these are identified as scapulm, 
and it is observed that they are formed nearly as in Pterodactyles 
and Birds. Between the slightly expanded anterior ends of the 
scapulm is a bony mass which Professor Vogt regards as the 
coracoids. I should rather suspect that this median mass is the 
sternum, though in that case the coracoids remain unrecognized. 
This view Vogt has considered and rejected. There appears to me 
to be a groove on the anterior margin of this median mass, such 
as would contain the distal ends of the coracoids, and from the 
angle at which the coracoids probably met the scapula, they would 
naturally lie beneath those bones, and, if the mud were soft 
enough to receive them, would inevitably be squeezed into it. 
Unless we thus identify the sternum, there is confessedly here 
a fundamental difference of structure from the bird ; but since the 
expanded feathers enforce the presumption that the fore-limb was 
used for flight, the conviction follows that flight was brought about 
by development of the pectoral' muscles attached to a sternum in the 
usual way. This is the a priori view, and I see no evidence that the 
so-called coracoids have an osseous union with the scapulas, or any 
reason for supposing that the coracoids would here be placed in 
a relation which has no parallel in birds, pterodactyles or bats. 

I cannot accept Vogt’s interpretation, merely because such a relation 
of the coracoids as he suggests exists in some extinct orders of 
reptilia which did not fly. The probability is strong against finding 
an entirely new function for the coracoids in a flying animal. The 
interpretation reminds one in kind of the already considered inter- 
pretation of the skull: it may be excellent, but it requires excellent 
reasons in support before it can be received. There is a further 
point in which the shoulder girdle is supposed to be unlike that of 
most birds. Prof. Owen described in the original slab what he re- 
garded as the furcula. This bone is absent, or at least not visible, in 
the second slab. It is sufficiently different from what might have 
been expected, to have often suggested some doubt as to its true 
nature ; but we were scarcely prepared for Vogt’s suggestion that it 
is the pubis. After quoting Prof. Owen’s description of the pelvis of 
Archcdopteryx, the author expresses a belief that Prof. Owen would 
not now formulate an opinion so positive as to its giving no evidence 
of reptilian structure, since we know the pelvis of Dinosaurs better, 



Prof, H. Q. Seeley — On VogVs View of the Archmopteryx. 303 


and know that it approximates towards birds. , Far be it from me to 
pretend to know the bidden workings of another man’s mind, but 
since the characters of the ilium of ArchcBopteryx have undergone no 
change in the mean time, it is only reasonable to infer that Professor 
Owen’s ideas still remain what they were twenty years ago. More- 
over, the pelvic region of Arcliceopteryx, so far as it is known, does 
not make the slightest approximation to that of a Dinosaur, and there- 
fore the avian similitudes of the dinosaurian pelvis can, in the absence 
of fresh evidence, in no way influence our interpretation of the 
Archoiopteryx, First, the bone in certain Pterodactyles which many 
writers have regarded as a pubis, and which has in some species 
a bow shape not unlike a furculum, is really the pre-pubic bone, 
a separate bony element from the pubis, as, I imagine, w’^as demon- 
strated many years ago when I first suggested this name for it. 
Now this bone in its more ordinary divided form rather recalls 
marsupial bones of the mammal than any other structure ; and 
in the dinosaurian pelvis the pre-pubic element is not separated 
from the pubis, and retains the condition seen in a less developed 
degree in birds, especially such birds as the Apteryx, in which I 
first noticed it, and the Geococcyx, in which it was recognized by 
Professor Marsh. Now, to suppose that this process, in those birds 
in which it can be recognized, is the remnant of the separate pre- 
pubic bone, or of the united pre-pubic bones of pterodactyles, is a 
supposition, in favour of which it would be hard to adduce any- 
thing. But certain difficulties of an d priori kind suggest themselves 
in the circumstance that the pelvis of the fossil was relatively nar- 
row, and the spread of the supposed furculum is wide ; that the 
bones of the pelvis of Arclueopteryx are slender, while this bone 
is remarkably strong. I do not proceed to discuss the bone, because 
that ought to require an inspection of the second specimen ; but its 
forward position on the slab, and the width between the free ends 
and the broad V- shape, seem sufficient justification for Professor 
Owen’s interpretation. It therefore appears to me that the elBfort to 
set up reptilian Jiffinities in the interpretation of this bone, and 
thus to detract from the avian character of the skeleton, is unwar- 
ranted by the facts. Having got rid of the clavicle and the sternum, 
it naturally follows that the author should compare the shoulder 
girdle of the Archuopteryx with that of the Crocodile ; but this com- 
parison, however delusive it may seem in presence of the woodcuts 
which are constructed to support it, fails altogether when we turn 
from diagrammatic figures to the crocodile skeleton on the one hand, 
and the photograph of the ArcJueopteryx on the other. It matters 
nothing to be told that the sternum disappears among Ichthyosaurs 
and Plesiosaurs, or that the coracoids meet in the middle line in 
those groups, or that some Plesiosaurs have no clavicles ; the answer 
is obvious, that neither Ichthyosaurs nor Plesiosaurs are flying 
animals, and since function in each class governs the evolution of 
structure, it is obviously inconsequent to seek in a swimming type for 
structures which flight would develope. Professor Vogt comes to 
the conclusion that the shoulder girdle of Archoeopieryx is that of 
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a reptile, that the furcula and the sternum were non-existent, and 
that the form and arrangement of other bones is only paralleled 
by the struotures of Enaliosaurs, Pterosaurs, and Crocodiles. I 
incline to conclusions exactly the reverse of these. 

Proceeding with the examination of the fore-limb, it is remarked 
that the humerus with its flattened articular head olfers some like- 
ness to that of crocodiles. If we contrast the humerus, say of a very 
young Bramah fowl, with that of a crocodile, we become aware that 
it is possible for a bird to have a humerus more reptilian tlian tliat 
of the ArchcBopteryx, which certainly makes no obvious ap]»roach 
to the form of the bone in crocodiles. The bones of the fore-arm 
are remarked upon as having the ulna stouter than the radius, but 
otherwise offering no feature peculiar to either reptiles or birds. 
The carpus is stated to have been rightly determined by Prof. Owen 
as a single spherical bone. This the author compares to the single 
carpal of the Cassowary and Apteryx^ but it is important to determine 
whether the carpal of the Archoeoptcryx is proximal or distal, since 
it is well known that the distal carpal of the bird becomes blended 
with the metacarpus early in life; hence it seems to me that there 
is room for further discussion of the bone. Turning to the hand, 
the author affirms that the manus of ArcJiceopieryx can neither 
be compared to that of a bird nor that of a Pterosaur, but only to 
that of a tridactyle lizard. Prof. Owen assigned four digits to the 
manus, pointed out that there was no special elongation of a wing 
finger as in pterodactyles, and insisted on the ornithic proportions 
of the hand and mode of attachment of the quill feathers as evidence 
of a class affinity of Archceopfej'yx. In this fossil it is evident that 
there are three digits, similarly three digits exist in living birds, 
the metacarpal of the pollex is short exactly as in birds, the other 
two metacaiq)als are relatively long and of equal length, and the 
middle metacarpal is the stouter as in birds, and, so far as I can see, 
terminates proximally in a rounded carpal bone like that of a bird. 
Tlie pollex has two phalanges, the second being a sharp claw, com- 
pressed from side to side, the otlier two digits have each three 
phalanges. The difl’erence from living birds in primary structure 
consists chiefly in the development of the terminal claw to the 
pollex, the terminal claw to the middle digit, and a claw and a 
second phalange to the third digit. The author considers that the 
pollex was free, but of this there is little evidence. He compares 
the manus to that of Comiisognathus, but the comparison cannot 
be sustained in detail when the structures are compared bone for 
bone ; and it is further asserted that the manus of Archmopteryx 
cannot be compared with that of a bird. I have drawn attention 
to the points in which it resembles birds and in which it difiers 
from them, but while those differences are remarkable as being of 
two kinds — (1) the absence of anchylosis in the metacarpals, and 
(2) the development of additional phalanges — these are not neces- 
sarily reptilian characters, because the conditions of life exhibit 
comparatively little variation of function for the extremities among 
living birds, and in the different orders of both higher and lower 
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vertebrata a considerable range of variation is found in correspond- 
ing parts of the skeleton. The form and curvature of the femur 
cmd the modification of its proximal end is avian, the tibia is also 
avian, as is the fibula, which is reduced to a needle-like splint, 
anchylosed to it as in living birds and pterodactyles. The hind- 
foot, including the metatarsus, is avian. The autlior then sums 
up the facts with regard to the skeleton, and concludes that “ the 
head, neck, thorax, ribs, tail, shoulder girdle, and whole fore-limb, 
are plainly constructed as in reptiles. The ])elvi8 has probably 
more agreement with that of reptiles than with that of birds The 
hind-foot is that of a bird. Reptilian affinities therefore prevail in 
the skeleton above all others.” 

This resurrection of the views of Wagn(3r as enunciated on the 
discovery of the first Arcliaopteryx appears to result from the way 
in which the subject is approached. If Archaeopteryx is a reptile, it is 
a subjective reptile created by Professor Vogt by means of theoretical 
considerations which can hardly be accepted without discussion ; but 
the objective Archceopteryx seems to show nothing more re])tilian 
than might have been anticipated in an extinct animal devoi<l of 
the latest specializations of osteology which have been developed 
in living birds, and have come therefore to be regarded as class 
characters, and probably as more important than they really are. 
It would have been a reversing of one of the oldest canons of 
natural history to find well-developed plumage associated witli a 
reptilian skeleton. If the affirmation had been sustained, it would not 
have helped evolution in the least; for it would have interposed the 
anomaly that, with a skeleton alleged to be essentially reptiliMii. 
feathers as well developed as can be found in the existing class of 
birds coexisted. There would have been no transition here, but an 
incongruity greater than that of a less noble animal clothe<l in the 
skin of a lion. The feathers, too, are shown to be arranged as in 
birds, the wing in its outline is compared by the author to that of 
a fowl, the remiges of the wing are fixed to the ulnar edge of the 
arm and to the manus, and covered for nearly half their length with 
a fine filiform down.” It is thought that the base of the neck may 
perhaps have carried a rufi' like that of a condor, but to me this seems 
more than doubtful. The tibia was clothed with feathers down the 
whole of its length, as in the falcons. Each caudal vertebra carried 
a pair of lateral retrices. All the rest of the body, the head, neck 
and trunk, are said to have been evidentl^'^ naked and unprovided 
with feathers. To this last view, exception might fairly be t^kiai, 
since the decomposition of the soft parts of the body would have 
carried with them the covering if such existed. Indeed, dead sea- 
birds on our shores often retain, when decomposition has advanced 
far, exactly the same feathers as are seen in this fossil. 

The author concludes that the Archceopteryx can neither be ranked 
among reptiles nor birds, but that it forms a marked intermediate 
type. “ Bird in its integument and feet, Archceopteryx is reptile in 
all the rest of its organization, and its structure can only be under- 
stood by admitting the evolution of birds by a progressive develop- 
ment from certain types of reptiles.” 

DECADE n. — TOL. VIII. — NO. YII. 
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The second part of the paper is entirely theoretical ; and is an 
argument designed to show the considerations wliicli weigh with the 
author in Ins interpretation of Archwopfrryx. He first shows that 
the vertical position does not imply flight, then that flight is inde- 
pendent of an upright position, next that adaptation to flight is seen 
in the shoulder girdle and in the projiortions of the bones ; flight is 
then considered, first by means of a membrane as in Pterodfictyles, 
Flying-squirrels, and Bats, and secondly by means of feathers, so as 
to show how the skeleton is niodifled in each case. He remarks 
that the flight of the Arclirropteryx may in some measure be com- 
pared with that of Galeopithecus among mammals, but that it is 
a stej^ further forward in the march of adaptation. It is aflirmed 
‘^that no naturalist on being shown the skeleton of Arcliaopteryx, 
alone and without the feathers, could suspect that this animal had 
been in its lifetime furnished with wings.” For it is observed that 
if ‘‘we could for a moment remove all the feathers we should have 
before our eyes the tridactyl inanus of a Etq)tile. And yet it is 
added, “ The number of digits and the single carpal depart from the 
normal structure of Eeptiles. Tlie digits, without doubt, are 
altogether of the most decidedl}^ reptilian conformation ; but they 
are reduced to the normal number ])()ssesscd by Birds, and the 
middle digit is the longest of the three.” I’his is Vogt’s view. At 
the beginning of the argument the animal is reptilian ; at the end the 
bird is becoming evolved. I have a susjacion that the skeleton is 
far from suggesting that the animal was destitute of wings ; for the 
only characters which could promote such a doubt, are the unanchj'^- 
losed condition of the metacarpal bones and the claws. The former 
point is a difference from birds, but in my view much less important 
than a difference of osteologicfil plan would have been, and no more 
important than the persistence of separate e})iphyses, or cranial 
sutures. That the skeleton in existing birds happened to have its 
distinctive structure of the manus is, I suppose, an accident conse- 
quent upon the way in which the wing feathers came to be developed 
so as to affect the vascular system and ossification. I believe 
it will be found convenient, on the hypothesis that the feathers 
are the main cause of specialization in the bird, to define an animal 
as being a bird so soon as it possesses the avian plumage, because 
the vital organization could experience no important change from 
this cause which might not as well have been developed by wings 
of the Omithosaurian type. 

The author then proceeds to discuss the affinities of Archccopteryx^ 
remarking that the Cretaceous birds, so well described by Professor 
Marsh, form a further indication of the course of Avian evolution, 
since, “ except some secondary points in the structure of their 
vertebrae, their only Reptilian character is the j)resence of teeth in 
both their jaws.” The gap, however, between the Odontornithes 
and ArchiBopteryx is confessedly very great. He is unable to unite 
Compsognathua with ArchcoopteryXj as Prof. Gegenbaur has done, 
or to see in it an ancestor of the bird, because it has no trace of 
feathers, has very short fore feet, and hind feet formed like those 
of reptiles. An equal difficulty is felt in regarding the Dinosauria 
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as the ancestors of the whole bird class. And, without undervaluing 
the avian similitudes of Dinosaurs, the author believes that ‘‘ all the 
characters whereon are based the claim of Dinosaurs to be regarded 
as (he ancestors of Birds are only related to the power of keeping 
an upright position uj^on the hind feet.” This is too large a subject 
to enter into now, for it involves the whole question of how far per- 
sistent function, when identical in character, may develope in allied 
groups of animals nearly identical structures. Vogt believes that 
certain Dinosaurs wore leaping or perching animals, and infers that 
the avian characters of the pelvis and hind-limb thus came to be 
evolved from community of habit with birds. He is, however, not 
indisposed to see in Dinosaurs possible parents of the Ratites ; while 
the Arclueopteryx would bo the ancestor of the Birds that fly. The 
bird class, however, seems to me remarkably homogeneous in vital 
structures, and also in such characteristics of the skeleton as are 
common to the class. 

In this view Strutliious birds, far from being a degenerate group 
which had lost their wings, would be a ])rimitive group which 
had not reached active flight. But the Patifm have far too much 
in common with carinate birds to permit a suspicion that they have 
originated in a fundamentally different way from a different stock. 
Tlie Dinosaurs are far too diverse to permit a suspicion that they 
are the direct ancestors of any Birds. The dinosaurian armour is 
about the last thing in the world that would suggest feathers, and it 
is difficult to conceive of any advantage in the struggle for existence 
which would lead to Dinosaurs becoming featliered, if the feather 
were not developed into an organ of flight. It is true that many 
Dinosaurs may have been naked, but that does not justify us in pre- 
suming that the skin contained the germ plan of the ostrich feather, 
which time would inevitably develope. Still less is there anything 
in Dinosaurian structure to suggest that the saddle-shaped inter- 
vertebra*! articulation of the centrum in a Struthious bird would 
spring into existence side l>y side wuth the same structure in the 
vertebral column of a carinate bird, if the latter had been derived 
from a fundamentally different stock. 

While Vogt thus regards the two existing groups of birds as having 
ancestral representatives in the Jurassic rocks, no evidence is defected 
of a common ancestor. It is, perhaps, remarkable that in this dis- 
cussion the Pterodact^des are omitted from comparison with the 
Arclifdopteryx, There are, however, some points remarked upon in 
the earlier portion of the memoir which may be here noticed. This 
skeleton is said to show no trace of a pneumatic structure, thus 
differing from Pterodactyles. I cannot quite agree with Prof. Vogt 
when he affirms that Pterosaurs were never able to hold themselves 
upright as do birds, because their hind-feet were very weak, short, 
and furnished with slender digits. It might be well to study the 
skeleton of the original Pterodactyliis longirostris figured by Cuvier 
and many others, or, if this were too small, the Dimorpliodon macronyx 
from the Lias would show an animal well capable of walking in the 
position of a bird, while the Cycnorhamphus stievicuSj at Tubingen, 
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and the similar skeleton at Stuttgart, are both examples of Ptero- 
dactyles with long hind-legs. Certain other Ornithosaurs have 
the hind-limbs relatively small, but it is open to consideration 
whether flight may not have attained its development in those 
animals after the vertical position of body had been acquired. It 
might be as wtdl also to recognize that there is no published 
evidence of fundamental difference in the hand between Pterodao- 
tyles and Birds such as Prof. Vogt represents. Omitting for the 
moment the evidence that Ornithoehelrus from the Cambridge Green- 
sand had three digits, saying nothing about the einbrj^ological 
evidence as to primitive indications of four digits in the manus of 
the bird, it may be laid down once for all that the restorations 
which give the Pterodactyles five digits in the hand belong to a 
prehistoric period. Oken, Wagler, and Goldfuss, it is true, tliought 
there were five digits, and the restoration of the latter writer has 
been frequently reproduced, but no specimen could ever be found in 
support of such an interpretation, and it has long since been aban- 
doned by every one pretending to draw his knowledge from speci- 
mens. It is therefore astonishing to see a figure given of the fore- 
limb of Rhamphorhifuclms in which there are four clawed digits. One 
cannot but ask where the specimen is to be seen which shows the 
structure of fore-limb depicted in Prof. Vogt’s figure. If the figure 
is faithfully copied from the photograph to which Prof. Vogt refers 
as of Bhamphorhynrhus gpmmrngii, it certainly belongs to a new and 
undescribed type of Oimithosaur. The Archaeopteryx is in no respect 
a modified Pterodactyle ; but it has enough in common with the 
Pterodactyles to make that group in some respects better illustrative 
of its skeletal structures than Dinosaurs. 

Finally the Professor considers the influence of the feathers in 
changing the skeleton of a reptile into that of a bird, suggesting that 
the ancestors of the bird were scaly lizards. Briefly it is the author’s 
view that modification of organization proceeds from “ the skin to the 
skeleton,” and that the latter may be wholly unaffected when the 
former has already reached the <levelopment of feathers. Now 
this view renders the position taken up by Vogt perfectly logical, 
but the view itself is. as a general principle, not so obviously 
logical, because it is shown by the existence of other flying animals 
that flight itself does not necessarily change an animal’s grade df 
organization. If the Archoiopteryx were the modified reptile that 
it is assumed to be, the development of feathers might tend towards 
an avian modification of the manus, but not inevitably, since the 
clawed condition persists in one digit in the bat, as well as in 
several in the Ornithosaiiria. No doubt the development of feathers 
was correlated with an important modifying influence on the ex- 
tremities of the skelet<»n in the bird ; but the feathers themselves 
must be presumed to have been slowly evolved, and from their first 
existence must have tended to modify muscles in ways that would 
have contributed to change the skeleton, so that I cannot conceive 
of the existence of well-developed plumage without a correlative 
modification of the skeleton. 



JT. JET. Howorth — Sudden Extinction of the Mammoth. 309 

In the absence of the specimen, it were perhaps wiser to rest in 
the conviction that Arcimopteryx is a Bird, less modified in structure 
in the direction which existing avian osteology has taken, and 
therefore more easily comparable with reptiles ; but not necessarily 
more reptilian, or of inferior organic grade to the newer bird type. 
Certainly the time has not come when we can assemble a jury of 
its inferior kith and kindred, and accept such verdict as they may 
suggest concerning its genesis. For th^^ osteological structures 
which are universal in living birds, and from which the Archaopteryx 
departs, are indei^endent of affinity, and among mammals would not 
rank as of much importance. If the Arclireopteryx do no more than 
teach us to extend our conception of the limits within wliich a bird’s 
skeleton may range, it will have enriched science with morphological 
knowledge, which is invaluable in its theoretical bearings. 

V. — Tue Sudden Extinction of tub Mammoth. 
iJy Kemiy H. Howorth, F.S.A. 

I N a previous paper ^ I urged that the conclusions there arrived 
at necessitated certain corollaries which are not universally 
accepted, and to which I ho])ed to call attention in the future. One of 
these I now venture to shortly discuss. 

We have tried to focus the facts about the Mammoth which go to 
show that its surroundings and mode of life were the same from 
Central Europe to Behring’s Straits ; that when we examine the 
position candidly and completely, there is no rtom for hj’potheses 
requiring an annual migration of the Mammoth and his contempo- 
raries from North to South and vice verted with the seasons as 
some have urged ; that the view almost universally held now by 
Continental and especially Kussiaii paheontologists, that the Mammoth 
lived all the year round where its remains are still found, is amply 
justified ; and lastly, that all the evidence goes to show that when the 
Mammoth lived along the borders of the Arctic Sea in Siberia in 
grejit numbers, the climate of that area was a comparatively tem- 
perate one, and that its more equable character enabled animals and 
jDlants, which are now the inhabitants of a more northern and a 
more southern latitude respectively, to live together under more 
neutral conditions. These conclusions being granted, it follows, as 
at least an d priori probability^ that the causes of the extinction of the 
Mammoth and his companions — a problem of the highest scientific 
as well as of singularly^ romantic interest — were the same throughout. 

We cannot help saying in limine, that it is a pity that English 
writers on Post-Glacial geology should so often have based very wide 
and far-reaching inductions upon facts collected in such a narrow 
area as that embraced within our four seas. Not only is the field 
very narrow, but also very misleading. Great Britain is an area 
where during the period of the Mammoth two contrasted zoological 
and botanical provinces met and overlaj)ped. The typical fauna and 
flora characteristic of the vast {Siberian plains where the Mammoth 
ohiefly flourished were here mixed with, and dovetailed into, another 
^ Geol. Mag. 1881, p. 256. 
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fauna and flora, whose focus was the Mediterranean and its borders, 
and thus the solution of the main problem is hero complicated by 
subsidiary difficulties. 

Again, Great Britain is marked geologically by an exceedingly 
broken and dislocated character. This character has no doubt laid 
bare and disclosed the secrets of its history in a way which is hardly 
to be matched elsewhere ; but this very fact makes it unsafe to 
deduce a wide generalization from the local and olten sophisticated 
evidence which it furnishes. For purposes of generalization it is 
safer and more prudent to sift our evidence when there has been 
the smallest possible after-dislocation and so})histication. If this be 
a wise method, — and we take it the (piestion is scarcely arguable, — 
then it is assuredlj'^ the most scientific plan to put Britain and 
Western Furo 2 :)e aside for a while, and to concentrate our attention 
U 2 :)on Siberia; and when we have found a clue to solve our riddle 
there, to return with it and ex 2 )laiii what is ai^^^areiitly a dilliculty 
nearer home. 

The j)roblem in the j)resent instance j^eculiarly invites this method 
of solution, inasmuch as in Northern Siberia the changes which 
have j:)assed over the country since the disai> 2 ^earance of the Mam- 
moth have been so slight that the soft tissues of the animal have 
been 23rcserved intact, while in Britain we for the most p^^rt only 
meet with its scattered drhns. 

The question we would ask in these few is. What is in- 

volved in, and necessarily follows from, the 2 >rtiservation of whole 
bodies of Mammoths, with their flesh and other tissues })reserved for 
ages without decay? The question, ho ever awkward it always 
sounds to the cars of those who have acce23ted in its integrity the 
creed of Uniformity, should clearly not be evaded and left completely 
unanswered, as it has been in nearly every modern discussion on the 
period of the Mammoth. We are bound to candidly look it in the 
face, untrammelled by a priori prejudices and unbiassed by the 
particular creed which may be current in a 2 ) 02 )ular scliool of inquiry. 
Let us try with due deference to face the difficulty fairly. 

The first thing that seems to follow inevitably from the facts is, 
that the bodies which are now found intact in the Siberian tundras 
have remained frozen since they were first entombed. If they had 
been subject to alternate congelation and melting with the inter- 
mittent seasons, they would assuredly have long since decayed. An 
exposure to one summer’s sun, to one season’s melting, would have 
induced putrefaction and dissipation. We are not dealing here with 
animal substances dei^osited in bogs, and changed into such organic 
compounds as adipocere, but of flesh so unchanged that it has all the 
characters of that of animals which have recently died, when examined 
under the micro8C023e, while it is readily eaten by the wild animals that 
live on the tundra. The flesh is as fresh as if recently taken out of an 
Esquimaux cache or a Yakut subterranean meat-safe. There cannot 
be a moment’s doubt that this condition was secured by one cause, 
and one cause only, namely, that since the bodies were entombed 
they have been in a state of continuous congelation without a break* 
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This is assuredly the only possible conclusion. It is one which I 
have ur^od at different times before the Geological Society, the 
British Association, and personally to several of my geological 
friends, of experience much wider in this field of inquiry than my 
own; and on all occasions there has been a consensus that what is 
here urged is inevital)le. It is ainjdy su])pt)rted by other facts ; thus, 
the northern part of Siberia is at this moment, and has been so far 
back as our historical records reach, permanently frozen at a few 
feet from the surface. Below a mere cuticular thawing in the 
summer, the ground is permanently frozen. About this, which has 
been doubted by one famous geologist, before whom the problem 
has been placed, the evidence is complete and overwhelming. Let 
us see. 

Erman’s admirable work on Siberia is an authority beyond 
question. He says ho was assured, wlien at Yakutsk, on the Lena, 
that frozen earth is tliei’e found near the surface at every season of 
the year, and that the same condition of tlie ground continues to the 
greatest depth hitherto readied. He then goes on to (piote an 
experiment which had recently been made on a large scale, wliich 
was quite conclusive of the point. He says Mr. Sliergin, who was 
at the head of the establishment belonging to the ximerican Trade 
Company, had mudi desired to have a well within his inclosure, 
while the other inhabitants of Yakutsk supplied themselves with 
water in summer from the Lena, and in winter by melting snow. 
He was at the same time <piite convinced of the peipctual congela- 
tion of the ground, but still hoped to succeed, if the wells could 
be only dug as deep as they usuall}^ are in the governments of 
Yladimir and Nijni Novgorod. The work was begun at the begin- 
ning of summer, and continued without interruption to a depth of 
forty-two feet. But at that time — the warmest ])art of the year — the 
strata of fine sand and clays which formed the sides of the shaft were 
found to be uniformly frozen hard, so that, instead of digging with 
the spade, it was found necessary to have recourse to the miners 
pickaxe. The flakes and frozen pieces of earth in the interior of 
the well seemed perfectly dry, and they had to bo carried up into 
the warm air and thawed before they gave any signs of moisture. 
Erman himself descended into the well when it had reached the 
depth of fifty feet, and buried a thermometer in the ground at the 
bottom, but never saw the mercury rise above — B. ; and supposing 
that the increase of heat from the surface to the centre of the earth 
is as rapid from this point downwards as in other places, we should 
not expect, he says, to find water in the fluid state till we arrive 
at the depth of GdO feet, for to that depth the ground is frozen 
(op. cii. vol. ii. pp. dG6-d67). Speaking of Aldansk, on the Kiver 
Aldan, Erman says that the people there told him that even in the 
warmest months, under sandy soil, and often at a depth of only six 
feet, layers of solid and transparent ice are found alternating with 
frozen and dry earth. “ This is the same phenomenon,” he says, 
‘‘ which I saw near Yakutsk, on the banks of the Lena, and which is 
also found on the islands in the Icy Sea” (id, p. 423). 
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Again, speaking of the crops sown about Yakutsk, he says ; — 

Suinraer wheat and rye are sown by the Russians in the neighbour- 
hood of the towns. These fields are at that time thawed to a depth 
of three feet ; they rest on perpetually frozen strata, etc.” (/d. vol. ii. 
p. 370). The Yakuts, it is well known, take advantage of this condition 
of the ground, and by merely digging pits in it they form at once 
permanent ice-houses or meat-safes. This state of things is not 
limited to the valley of the Ijena, but is found all over Northern 
Siberia where the bodies of Mammoths occur. Thus we read of 
the tundras about the Obi that their soil is always frozen, not even 
in the middle of summer thawing beyond 13 inches in depth 
(Wrangell’s Voyage, tr. by Sabine, p. lii). 

Similarly, Wrangell describes the soil a few inches below the 
surface as perpetually frozen at the other end of the continent, in 
the neighbourhood of Kol 3 unsk and the peninsula of Chukchi {op, cit. 
pp. 39. 276). While speaking of the cliff facing the Polar 

Sea, he says : — “ It consists in great measure of ice which never 
thaws, mixed with a little black earth and cla^^ amongst which are 
a few long thin roots of trees.” He s|>eaks of another part of the 
coast as consisting of ice, cla\' and black cartl), out of wbicb he drew 
some of the interspersed roots, and found tliem chiefly birch, and 
as fresh as if just severed from the trees, tlie nearest woods being 
300 versts ofi' (id. pp. 223-224). I have quoted tliese sujjporting 
facts, but it was hardly necessary. The very distinguished writer 
against wliose conclusions this ])aper is really directed, “ Our father 
Permenides,” Sir Charles Lyell, admits so much without question. 
“It is certain,” he says, “that from the moment when the carcases 
botli of the Rhinoceros and the Elephant above described were buried 
in Siberia in hit. 64*^ and 70^ N., the soil must have remained frozen, 
and the atmosphere as cold as at this day” (Principles of Geology, 
vol. i. p. 183). Again, “ One thing is clear, that the ice or congealed 
mud in which the bodies of such quadru])eds were enveloj)ed has 
never once been melted since the day when they perished, so as to 
allow the free percolation of water through the matrix ; for had this 
been the case, the soft parts of the animals could not have remained 
imdecomposed ” (id. p. 184). 

So far then we may take it there is no dispute, and the matter may 
be treated as “ res judicata.” 

At this point, however, we claim leave to completel}'' diverge from 
the current opinion in England. We should do so with greater 
anxiety if, after we had reached our conclusion by an independent 
induction, we had not found that it was the deliberate view to which 
Cuvier and Buckland long ago came, and which has been more 
recently urged by such an experienced geologist as M. d’Archiac. 

We have shown at some length in a previous paper that the 
Mammoth and his companions could not live under the conditions 
which now prevail in Northern Siberia. 'Jliis is frankly admitted 
by Lyell. He says, “ It would, doubtless, be impossible for herds 
of Mammoths and Rhinoceroses to subsist at present throughout the 
year even in the southern part of Siberia, covered as it is with snow 
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during the winter.” He then goes on to say, “ But there is no 
difficulty in supposing a vegetation capable of nourishing these great 
quadrupeds to have once flourished between the latitudes of 60^ and 
65° N.” He then postulates the actual existence of such a zone in 
Siberia, and goes on to argue that the carcases of Mammoths found 
along the borders of the Polar Sea reached there either by being 
floated down the rivers or were summer migrants caught by the ice. 
This view is assuredly obsolete.' As 1 have said before, among the 
continental authorities there is now but one view held, namely, that 
there were neither seasonal migrations nor were the bodies thus 
transported, but that the fauna whose remains are found in such 
profusion along the Arctic Sea lived where their remains are found, 
and lived there all the year round. 

If Lyeirs explanations are not accepted, we are driven apparently 
by a process of exhaustion, not only to the conclusion that when the 
Mammoth lived in Siberia his surroundings were entirely different 
from those which now prevail there, but also that the change to the 
present state of things must have taken place snddenhj and per 
saltern. While it is on the one hand clear that the ground in which 
the bodies are found has been hard frozen since the carcases were 
entombed, it is no less inevitable that when these same carcases 
were originally entombed, the ground must have been soft and 
unfrozen. You cannot thrust soft flesh into hard frozen earth 
without destroying it. Great carcases of Mammoths with the most 
delicate tissues, the eyes, the trunk, the feet, beautifully perfect, 
cannot have been forced down into ground consisting of alternate 
layers of ice and frozen earth. Such a process is physically impos- 
sible. 

It has been jauntily argued that the Mammoths were engulphed 
in the great Siberian rivers and then frozen fast in the ice accumu- 
lated along their course ; but in the first place, as has been 
frequently shown, the carcases do not occur in ice at all, but in 
frozen earth, «'ind secondl^q they do not chiefly occur along the 
river-courses, nor do they occur chiefly in the marshy, boggy 
land where others have postulated the suffocation of the animals, 
but, as Lyell himself says, they are chiefly found ** where the 
banks of the rivers present lofty precipices of sand and cla 3 ^ from 
which circumstance Pallas very justly observed, that if sections 
could be obtained, similar bones might be 1‘ound in all the elevated 
lands intervening between the great rivers. Strahlenberg, indeed, 
had stated before the time of Pallas, that whenever any of the 
great rivers overflowed and cut out fresh channels during floods, 
more fossil remains of the same kind were invariably disclosed.” 
— Lyell’s Principles, etc., ed. 1872, vol. i. pp. 179-180. Even if 
they did chiefly occur in the river-beds and marshes, the necessity 
for an immediate congelation of previously soft ground still remains. 

Looked at in every view, the judicial conclusion of Cuvier, which 
has been laid aside for many years on account of Sir Charles Lyell’s 
supposed reply, is unassailable; and the longer one studies the 
question, the more one is impressed with the truth of the judgment. 

^ We think not quite obsolete. — E dit. Geol. Mag. 



314 H. H. Hoicorth — Sudden Extinction of the Mammoth. 


His words are as follows : Tout rend done extremement probable 
que les elophans qui ont fourni los os fossiles liabitoiont et vivoioiit 
dans les pays oii Ton tronve aujonrd’bui leurs ossemens. 

*‘Ils non pii y disparaitre qne par une revolution qui a fait perir 
tous les individus existans alors, ou par un cliaiigeinent de cliniat 
qui les a empeche de s’y propager. 

qu(d]e qnait He cetfc cause, elle a du Hre suhiie ; des os rt 
Vivoire si parfaitement conserves dans les plaiues de la Siberie, ue 
le sont qne par le froid qui les y eonqcle, on qui en general arrete 
Vaction des elemens sur enx. Si ce froid netoit arrive quo par degres 
et avee lentenr, ces ossemens et a plus forte raison les parlies wolles 
dont ils sont encore qnelqnefois euveloppes, auroient eu le temps de se 
decomposer comuie ceux que Von tronve dans les pays cltauds et temperrs. 

“ II auroit snrtout hien impossible quun cadavre tout entier, tel que 
celni cine M. Adams a deconvert cut conserve ses chairs et sa pean sans 
corrupdion s'il navoit He enveloppe immediatemvnt pmr les glaces qui 
nous Vont conserve. Ai}isi tontes les hypotheses d'un refroidissement 
graduel de la terre ou d'une variation lente soil dans V inclinai son soit 
dans la position de Vaxe dn globe, tombeat d'elles-memes.’^ — Cuvier, 
Ossemens Fossiles, 1821, vol. i. p. 203. 

Dr. Buckland says: — One thing however is certain as to this 
Mammoth (i.e. Adams’s), that wliether it was imbedded in a matilx 
of pure ice or of frozen earth, it must have been rapidly and totally 
enveloped in that matrix before its flesli had undergone decay, and 
that, whatever may have been the climate of the coast of Siberia 
in antecedent times, not only was it intensely cold within a few 
days after the Mammoth perished, but it has also continued cold 
from that time to the present hour” (Appendix to Beecliey’s 
Voyage, p. 608). 

I will quote in conclusion another writer, whose words will be 
received with the respect due to their distinguished author, the 
experienced French geologist, M. d’Archiac. In discussing the 
causes of the destruction of the Mammoth, ho says, and I again 
prefer to quote liis exact words : — “ Mais une autre circon stance, qui 
a du accompagner ou suivre de tres pres le phenomeno tel qu’il soit 
(he is referring to the phenomenon which caused the destruction of 
the Mammoth), dest nn abaissement rapide de la temperature, tel que 
la decomposition des chairs et des autres parties molles ait He preveiiue, 
dans un grand nombre de cas. II a fallu, de plus, que cetie tempera^ 
ture ne se soit jamais relevce en suite pour faire dcgeler ce sol glace, qui 
nous a ainsi conserve presque entiers les animaux enselevis depuis tant 
de siecles^’ (D’Archiac, Lemons sur la Faune Quaternaire, p. 172). 

As I said, this conclusion I arrived at independently, and before 
seeing any of the statements just quoted, and I quote them as 
showing that the views here urged are not new, but constitute a 
reversion to a sound conclusion arrived at long ago by experienced 
observers, and only disturbed by the fascinating arguments of Sir 
Charles Lyell. The doctrine of Uniformity has done ample service 
in Geology, but its cause has been urged so exclusively, and to such 
extreme limits (as is best testified in the address of the last President 



E, T. Newton — Pre-^Glacial Mammalia, 


315 


of the British Association), that it is not strange that there should be 
a tendency in the pendulum to return to a more normal position. 
In the present case, at all events, there does not seem to be room for 
doubt that a sudden and widespread change of climate took place 
over the whole breadth of Nortliern Siberia at the time of the final 
extinction of the Mammoth. This conclusion is not the only one 
which seems to follow inevitably from the facts ; but we must 
reserve any further development of the position for another commu- 
nication. 

VI. — Notes on the Veuteuiiata oe the Pre-Glacial Forest Bed 
Series of the East of England. 

Uy E. T. Xewton, E.G.S. 

PAET V.— niOEOSClDEA AXE CETACEA. 

T he following list includes all the species belonging to these two 
groups which have hitherto been recorded from the “ Forest 
Bed Series.” 

rilOHOSeiDEA AND CkTACKA SAID TO IIAVK BEEN TOUND IN THE “ EoRKST Be1> 

Sekiks.” (See also corrected ii-'t, at p. 317.) 

Elvphfis aniifiK((s. 

,, hicndionali.s. 

,, Ivpiuflon ((.Jimn, MS.) 

,, gigoHlrus (Giiim, MS.) 

Jlahvna or BaUvnopUray two species. 

Nar whale. 

Proboscidea. 

Elephas. — The remains of EIe])hants have been found in consider- 
able numbers in the “Forest Bed” deposits, and consist chiefly of 
isolated teeth, although several jaws with the teeth in place, and some 
enormous limb-bones, have likewise been obtained. The latter are 
notable objects in the Norwich Museum and some private collec- 
tions. Until the investigations of Dr. Falconer, all these Elephant 
remains were referred to the one species, E. primigenius ; but he 
showed that there were at least two other species, which would have 
to be separately recorded, namely, E. antiquus and E. mendionalis 
(Palaeon. Memoirs, 1868, vol. ii.). The occurrence of the last two 
species has never since been called in question ; but such is not the 
case with regard to the E, primigenius, for there has been much dis- 
cussion about the antiquity of this species, and regarding its Pre- 
glacial origin. At the present time our best authorities seem to be 
satisfied that the E, primigenius does occur in the “Forest Bed”; 
or at least that a variety, which cannot be definitely separated from 
the species, has been obtained from this horizon. This form most 
nearly resembles the coarse-plated molars of E. primigenius which 
are found at Ilford. Dr. Leith Adams, who has paid so much 
attention to the fossil Elephants, refers all the “ Forest Bed ” forms 
at present known to three species, namely, E, antiquus, E. meridionalis, 
and E, primigenius, the numerous intermediate varieties, which to a 
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great extent bridge over the intervals between these, being looked 
upon as varieties of one or other of them. 

To Eleyhas antiquus are referred those comparatively narrow- 
crowned molars, with wide plates of enamel more or less enlarged 
in the middle, the enamel of w^hich is thick and much crenulated. 
I’liis typical form occupies as it were a central position in the 
species, and variation takes place in two directions. In the first the 
enamel plates expand from before backwards, and when the tooth is 
much worn, especially when worn very obliquely, the spaces are so 
Mdde as to resemble much the Loxodon type of tooth. This form 
was referred by Dr. Falconer to E. priscus, but be afterwards came 
to regard it as an extreme variety of E. antiquus. The second or 
“broad-crowned” variety has the plates of enamel flattened and 
nearer togelher, the enamel also in some cases being thinner and 
less crenulated. The extreme examples of this variety approach so 
near to those molars which are said to be the “ Forest Bed ” repre- 
sentatives of the Mammoth that it is not always clear to which they 
should be referred. In tact, there is every gradation of form Ixdween 
the two species. 

To the Species E. meridionalis are referred those massive molars 
which are characterized by having very low crowns in propoi'tion to 
their great width, the enamel plates thick and widely se])arat(‘d, and 
the enamel itself very thick and smooth, with little or no cren illation. 
"Varieties of this form seem to connect the species with E. antiquus, 
Mr. Gunn is of opinion that certain of these varieties, between the 
three species above mentioned, should be elevated to the rank 'cf 
species, and he has j)ro])osed the names of E. leptodon and E. gigantens 
for two of them. At present, however, these species have not been 
defined, and Dr. Leith Adams, after long study, thinks it best to 
look upon them meiely as varieties. AVith the opinion of the latter 
gentleman 1 feel constrained to agree, and to acknowledge with him 
only three sjiecies ot' El eph as in the “Forest Bed,” namely, E. antiquus, 
E, meridumalis, and E. primigenius. At the same time it shouhl be 
remembered that the latter species is represented by^ a somewhat 
extreme form which may eventually have to be regarded as distinct. 

Cktacea. 

Balcmoptera. ? — Some very large Cetacean vertebrse from the 
“ Forest Bed ” at Mundesley and Bacton are preserved in Mr. Gunn’s 
Collection at the Norwich Museum. Sir C. Lyell referred to these 
in lh63, as representatives oX Balmioptera (Antiquity of Man, p. 21G), 
and Mr. Gunn, in 1864, considered that they belonged to “ two species 
of Whales” (Geol. Norfolk). The centrum of the largest has a 
diameter of about 15 inches. It is not easy to say to which of the 
larger whales these vertebrae belong, but on the whole it seems most 
probable that they belong to the largest form, namely, the Fin 
Whales or Bat amopter a, and with some doubt it will be best to place 
them in this genus without attempting any closer determination. 

Monodon monoceroH. — The earliest notice of the occurrence of the 
Narwhale in the “ Forest Bed ” is in Sir C. Lyell’s Antiquity of 
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Man (1863, p. 217), and most probably, the specimen on which this 
rested was the one said by Mr. Gunn to be from the “ Laminated 
Beds ” at Mundesley (Geol. Norfolk, 1864), and now preserved in 
the Norwich Museum. This specimen is a fragment of a tusk about 
five and a half inches long, and one and a half inch in diameter, 
showing the very characteristic twisted condition so distinctive of 
the tusk of this species. 

Delphinus delphis ? — Mr. A. Savin, of Cromer, lias in his Collection 
four small Cetacean vertebrae from the “ Forest Bed ” of Overstrand, 
near Cromer. One of these is a middle caudal vertebra, which 
agrees so precisely with a corresponding vertebra in the tail of a 
common Dolphin that there can be little doubt as to its belonging 
to that species ; but seeing that in other species these vertebrae are 
very similar, it seems best to place a note of interrogation after the 
species. The terminal epiphyses of this vertebra are firmly anchy- 
losed to the centrum, the greatest antero-posterior extent of which 
is about I’O inch, its greatest width 1*4 inch, and its height without 
neural spine 1*6 inch. 

DelpliinuSj large species. — The only other vertebra of the four, 
above mentioned, which is in a condition for compaiison, is likewise 
from the caudal region, but from a more anterior position. Its 
terminal epiphyses are wanting, never having been anchylosed. 
The antero-posterior extent of the centrum is in its present condition 
about 1*3 inch, its height and width being each about two inches. 
In form this vertebra closely resembles the one referred to Delphinus 
delphis, but its larger size corresponds better with the skeleton of 
D, tursio preserved in the Koyal Coll. Surg. Museum ; the agreement 
in form, however, is not sufficiently close to justify one in referring 
it to that species. 

CoiuiECTED List of the Piiohoscidea axd Cetacea fhom the “ Forest Bei> 
Series.” (Those marked with an asterisk * are new to the “ Forest Bed Series.”) 
Blephas antiqnus, Falc. llouodon monoceros, Linn. 

meridionaVis, Nesti. *l)clphhius dc/p/tis, Ihiin. 

primigenms^ Blumb. *Dvlphiniis^ sp. (large). 

Balccnoptera ? 

VII. — Materials for the Correlation of the Lower Paleozoic 
Books of Britain and Scandinavia. 

By Charles Lapworth, F.G.S., etc., 

Professor of Geology and Mineralogy, Mason Science College, Birmingham. 

{Concluded from p. 266.) 

Cambrian of Westrogothia, 01 and, etc, — The Cambrian Bocks are 
shown in several other localities in Scania. The basal sandstones 
(Lugnas or Eophyton sandstones) near the Baltic coast, near 
Delperdd. The Hardeherga sandstones (Fucoid Sandstone) are 
found wherever the Archasan is bared, as near Bostanga, Lund, 
Eljardd, and Cimbrishavn. Sections of the Alum schists are rarer. 
The most perfect is that of Kiviks Esperod on the Baltic, where the 
Coronatus Limestone or Exsulans horizon of the Farad. Tessini zone 
well develop ed. The identity between its palaeontological 
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Beqiience and that of Andraruin was demonstrated by Nathorst in 
187G.1 

The Hardeberga Sandstone is found also in the island of Bornholm, 
and the Paradoxidian zones of P. Tessini, Par. Davidis, and Par. 
Forclihammcri, each zone agreeing in position and in fossils with its 
counterpart at Andraruin.'^ In Westrogothia, the basal Sandstones 
and the Alum schists are both well developed. The former include 
both the Eophyton and Fucoid sandstones, and the latter their two 
natural divisions of Paradoxidlan and Olcnidian.^ Even as early as 
187G,^ before the correct sequence of the Andrarum fossils had been 
ascertained, Liimarsson recognized the following palaeontological 
subdivisions in the Alum schists of this region.® 
a. Upper Groups, Ok novum {(Heuidinn). 

Division 5, witli Okuus {Pdtura) scnraheotdes. 

,, aJnlus. 

Division A. Beds 'vvith Oku us Intus. Olnms [Varaholinn) s27undosus^ AVahl., 
Atjuosfns pi!.iforniiSj Linn., and Oio/us f/ihhosus^ AVahl. 
i. Lower Groups. Ikgio (Jonocori/phavnm {Puradoxidiau). 

Division 3, Beds with Liosirucus cosfatnsy iVng., etc., Agnosius l(cvigatusy 
Dalm., (hOiis and Lingula. 

Division 2. Beds with ]*aradoxides Forchhnmmeri (r), Arioudlm difformisy Ang;., 
Anomocare sp., Oo)ioenrgphey and OhoUUa. 

Division 1. Beds with Paradoxidts Tessiniy Liostvacus acuhatuSy An*^., Agnosias 
jmrvifrons, Linn., A. gihbns, Linnrs., A. fallaXy hinnrs. 

Divisions 5 and 4 correspond most distinctly to the zones of 
Peltiira scaraheoides (6), and Paraholina spinu/osa (4), of the Olmidian 
of Andrarum ; and Divisions 3, 2, and 1 to the Paradoxidian zones 
of A gnostns laud gains (G), P. Forchhammeri (4), and Par. Tessini (2) 
of the same locality. 

The same three divisions of Paradoxidian arc recognizable also in 
Nerike,® where they are likewise underlain by the usual basal sand- 
stone format i()n with Scolithnsy etc. The Olenidian of Nerike has 
also the Westrogothian facies, the uj)j)er portions affording Pelinra 
scaraheoideSy and the lower Paraholina spinulosa and Agnostvs phi- 
formisy etc. 

The Paradoxidian zones P. Tessiniy P. Forcldiammeriy and Agnostus 
locvigatus are found locally in Jemtland, and Ostrogothia.^ 

In the Island of Oland the Cambrian Hocks have been carefully 
worked out by Sjogren, and their fossils studied by himself and 
Linnarsson.® Three zones are recognizable in the Paradoxidian of 

' Nathorst, Kaiuhriska och Siliiriska lagren vid Kiviks Esperod, Geol. For. 
Forhandl. 1876. 

* Tullberg-^ Agnostidu' of Audraruui, table 3, p. 10. 

3 Linnarsson, Vestergijthmds Canibriska och Sihmska Aflaffrinffar, Stockholm. 

1869. b fa » , 

♦ Linn. Na^ra forstening^ar Vestr. sandstenlager O.K.V.A.F. 1869. 

® Linnarsson, op. oil. p. 41. 

« Linnarsson, Ofvers Nerikes Ofvergangsbildningar, O.K.V.F., Stockholm, 1875. 

’ Linnarsson, Brachiopoda Paradoxides Beds, p. 6. 

» Sjbgr., Anteckningar om Oland, Ofv. K.V.A.F., 1851 ; Bidrag Gland’s Geologi, 
ibid. 1871 ; Nagra forsteningar Glands Kambriska lager, Geol. For. Fbrhl. 1872, etc. 

» Linnarsson, Geol. For. Fbrhl. Bd. II. p. 79 ; Geologiska iakttagelser p& Oland* 
ibid, 1875; Brachiopoda Paradoxides Beds, 1876. 
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the island. Lowest of all occur (1) arenaceous flagstones witli 
Paradoxides Tesnini^ Liosfracus aculeatus, Ang., Ellipsocephalus 
muticua, Ang. Next is supposed to occur a peculiar zone, as yet 
recognized in no otLer region — (2) the Zone of Paradoxidea OlandicuSj 
Sjt)g., consisting of greenish shales and interstratified calcareous beds 
with few fossils. Lastly, we have (3) the widely-distributed Zone 
of P. Forchhammeri. or “ Andrarum Limestone,” with all its charac- 
teristic species.^ There is here no visible trace of the terminal or 
Agnostus JcpvigafMs zone ; but the Andrarum Limestone is at once 
sinmiounted by the basal zone of the Olenus-bearing beds. In the 
lowest strata (1) of the Olenidinn occur the usual forms of Agnoatus 
pisiformis, Linn. Next come (2) strata with Beyricliia Angelini and 
Olpuns gihhosus. Above these follow (3) the beds with Ortliis 
lenticularis (representing the zone of Paraholina apinulosa ?), leading 
up into (4) shales with Lcptoplastns and Bnrycare latum^ and the 
Olenidiau section is terminated by the ubiquitous zone of (G) Peltura 
scaraheoides and Spharoplithahmis. 

Camhnan Jlocl s of Norway. 

Our chief authority for the ph 3 ^sical and ])aleeontological succes- 
sion among the Cambrian deposits of Norway is the veteran geologist 
Professor Kjerulf, of Cliristiania, who has recently added to his 
many accurate and well-known memoirs - on the rock-formations of 
Southern Norway, a voluminous and elaborate work on the Geology 
of Southern and Middle Norway,^ in which the manifold results of 
the labours of himself and his colleagues are ably summarized for 
the general student. Excluding from our present consideration those 
areas where it is sup})osed by the Norwegian geologists that the 
Lower Palaaozoio Eocks have been more or less metamorphosed, wo 
find everywhere in Norway the same general arrangement of sedi- 
ments and fossil forms we have already recognized in Sweden. A 
formation of quartzose sandstone of variable thickness rests uncon- 
formably upon the gneissose rocks, and supports a thin group of 
Alum Schists (rarely more than 100 feet in thickness) with Para- 
doxides and Oleinis. The sandstones are usually much thinner than 
in Sweden, and the Paradoxidian is occasionally more or less 
arenaceous in character, and is developed only in certain localities. 

At the railway station of Krekling, near Kongsberg, the lower 
beds have been studied in detail by Brdgger, who was the first to 
detect the existence of the Paradoxidian in Norway. Here^ they 
consist of the following members : — 

^ LinnarHson, Takttaj^elser j)a Olaiid, p. 6, etc. 

* Kjerulf, Das Christiania Silur-13eckcn, 1855 ; (and Tellef Dahl), Geologic des 
Siidlichen Norwegens, 1857 ; Yeiviser, 1805; (find Hanan), Om Trondhjems Stiffs 
Goologi, 1875, etc. 

3 Udsigt over det sydlige Norges Geologi (1879). German translation, by Dr. 
Gnrlt (Die Geologic des Siidlichen und Mittleren Norwegen), Bonn, 1880. 

* W. Brogger, Paradoxides-skiferne ved Krekling, Nyt. Mag. f. Naturvidernska- 
berne, 187 h, etc. Trondhjemke Fossiler, ibid. 1875; also Geol. Foren. Forhand. 
1875, 1876. 
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d. Dictyonema Jiabelliforme.'* 

c. Tellnra nctiraheoidcs^ Orthis lenticularin^ 

h. Farnboliiw spinulosa, Sphfvrophthdlmm nlaim. 

a. Olmns yibbosus, Agnostis phiformis, Zhigulclla Lavinif etc. 

On Lake Miosen,^ red and white qiiartzose snndstone is overlain 
by (a) green clay slate with Paradoxides Kjerulfi, Linrs., Arionellus, 
(b) Alum Schist with Agnostns parvifrons, and (c) Alum Schist with 
Agnostus pisiformis. To the northward of this locality the Cambrian 
zones are confusedly intermingled with metarnorphic rocks, and 
have themselves been so pierced and hardened by igneous intrusions 
that they are no longer individually recognizable ; and with the 
disappearance of their fossils they lose their interest for the com- 
parative geologist. 

In the preceding table (pj). 320-321) the accepted divisions and 
subdivisions of the Cambrian strata of Britain and Scandinavia are 
arranged in parallel columns, the local zones which seem to be of the 
same general geological date being Y>laced in corresponding positions. 
ITie more important data brought forward in the foregoing pnges 
are inserted, together with much that is already familiar to British 
geologists. The detailed classification of the various fossiliferous 
zones recognizable in the Harlech Bocks of St. Davids has been 
copied from some unpublished notes kindly placed at my service by 
my friend Dr. H. Hicks, who has long since earned the right to be 
regarded as our chief authority upon the sequence and fossils of the 
British Cambrian deposits. 

^ KjeniK, Die Geologic des (sudlichen and) mittleren Norwegcn rGurlt), Bonn, 

1880 , p. 61 . 

Kprulf, ibid. pp. 68-69; Veiviser, Christiania, 1865, pp. 1, 2, etc. 

* Kjemlf, Mittler Norwogen, p. 133. 
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35roTxc:E3S ox" xxexxoidbs. 

I. — Tertiary Geology of the Kegoiano (Calabria). * 

I N a large quarto volume of the memoirs of the Accademia dei 
Liiicei, Professor Sequenza gives a description of tlie geology 
of the province of Reggio in Calabria, and gives a classified list of 
all the fossils found in the Tertiaries, together with a description of 
new species, accompanied with numerous figures. The number of 
fossils reaches the astonishing figure of 268G, of which 994 are now 
known living, and 445 are considered new. The same author has 
already described and given lists of Sicilian fossils belonging to 
various classes, and while, as a rule, palaeontological work is better 
whore it is not spread over too wide a field, yet Prof. Sequenza 
stands very much alone in his Calabrian and Sicilian work, and 
therefore it is the more important to make the work as comprehen- 
sive as possible, and by the present communication he has erected a 
memorial of his industry, to be compared with the series of works 
on French pah.eontology published by D’Orbigny. 

About one-half of the Reggiano consists of crystalline rock and 
most of the rest is Tertiary. After the “ terrain primitive ” and 
Paheozoic schists, Jurassic and Cenomanian beds are found in a few 
places ; but when we come to the Cainozoic there is an alm(>st 
uninterrupted series of all the Tertiary formations ; the Eocene is, 
however, not so instructively developed as the Middle and Upper 
Tertiaries. The Parisian, P>artonian, and Ligurian, are found with 
but few fossils, and those mostly Protozoa ; but as much attention has 
not been given to these as the Miocene and Pliocene beds, and 
Professor Sequenza thinks that with further study more may 
possibly be learnt about them. 

The really fossiliferous beds begin with the Tongrian, in which 
nearly all classes are present ; but the A(piitanian, Langhian, 
Helvetian, and Tortonian, are all much richer in fossils, both the 
Helvetian and Tortonian being extremely interesting, not only from 
the large number of fossils found, but also from the general 
character of the fauna, most classes being well represented. In 
the Helvetian 329 species are mentioned, G9 of which are living, 
and 893 species were found in the Tortonian, 23 per cent, of which 
are living. The term oligoctin is here dropped, as it is thought best 
to unite beds of that age to the Miocene. The Messinian was 
unfossiliferous, and the author of the memoir considex’s that there 
has been a misunderstanding about the Messinian, a name, he points 
out, first given by Carl Mayer for a zone at the close of the Miocene, 
which he erroneously placed as coetaiieous with the Zauclean of 
South Italy, a formation deposited in a somewhat deep sea and now- 
known to be of later age than the Messinian and certainly Pliocene. 
The Messinian is known through Italy and Sicily as the Congeria or 
Gypsum-sulphur beds. The Miocene covers a diminishing area 

* Le Formazioni Torziarie nella Prov. di Reggio (Calabria), del Prof. G. Sequenza, 
Mem. Accad. dei Lincei, vol. cclxxvii., 1880. With Maps and Plates. 
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from the Langhian upwards, and the way the last formations are 
only found in patches show what great denudation has taken place. 

The Pliocene is found at a much greater elevation than any of the 
other Tertiary series, reaching in the Zanclean to 1200 metres above 
the sea, and as the conditions of deposition were quite different here 
from those which obtained in north Italy, the series in one part 
of the peninsula forms a complement to those in the other. It 
commences with the Zanclean, and this at the base is formed of 
a conglomerate ; then follow fossiliferous beds with 650 species of 
various classes, among which 52 Radiolaria and 165 Bryozoa. A 
considerable amount of denudation also took place before the Astian, 
a formation which was frequently deposited in the depression caused 
by this denudation, and many mistakes have thus arisen, as the 
Astian found lower down has been taken for Zanclean, and thought 
to underlie it. The number of fossils in the Zanclean mounts up to 
1175, of which 463 are Gasteropoda, 77 Bryozoa, and 190 Rhizopoda, 
and of the whole number 652 are now known living ; but Professor 
Sequenza points out how such comparative lists are liable to variation, 
for in 1870 he published a note on the Astian fossil mollusca of 
southern Italy, found in the north Atlantic, and not in the Mediter- 
ranean, but since then seven of these have been discovered in the 
Mediterranean ; he, however, now mentions 23 more species from 
the Calabrese known living, but not in the Mediterranean. The 
Sicilian is also found at a very considerable height above the sea, 
and the Saharian at an elevation of 832 metres. Of the 702 species 
of fossils from this latter formation a few are tropical, but careful 
examination has reduced the number of cases which were at first 
thought to be identical with forms from warmer climates, and some 
occur in the recent Quaternary which had been found in the Tortonian, 
and then were not found in the Pliocene or Lower Quaternary, and 
it is considered that they emigrated to the south when the tempera- 
ture became colder, and subsequently returned upon it becoming 
warmer; on the other hand, in the Astian, Sicilian, and Lower 
(Quaternary, a number of northern species had been found indicating 
a colder climate. All the Saharian was a period of elevation, and 
as this took place the Mediterranean Sea became smaller, and thus 
the communication with the warmer seas became more restricted. 

In most of the formations a conglomerate is found, but the latter 
ones seem to be derived from older ones, as shown by the lithological 
similarity, and in all a dioritic porphyry occurs, only found, in situ, 
by Catanzaro. 

The changes of level are carefully followed, beginning with the 
Parisian, which was formed at a considerable depth, followed by 
elevation in the Bartonian, reversal again taking place at the com- 
mencement of the Ligurian, while at the close of the period there 
was elevation, which continued into the Tongrian, towards the close 
of which depression again commenced, and continued into the 
Aquitanian, and until the end of the Langhian the conditions were 
deep, when an elevation and formation of conglomerate took place, 
to be followed by a small depression in the beginning of the 
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Messinian, but through the rest of the Messinian an elevation 
continued. The greatest depression of all took place in the Zanclean, 
which was deposited in great depths, as shown by the fauna, by 
having such a large extension, and by occurring up to such a great 
height as 1200 metres above the sea; through the Astian this 
depression continued, but at the Pliocene the elevation took place 
which gave to the province its present configuration. 

Professor Sequenza considers that as yet only the Mollusca have 
been sufficiently studied to permit of a satisfactory comparative list 
of fossils and living Mediterranean species being drawn up, and 
even with this class he points out fresh discoveries are being made. 
In one group, the Ihyozoa, we know of several additions as yet 
unpublished to be made to the Mediterranean fauna, which will 
considerably alter the proportion of living to extinct. 

The various zones of tlie Miocene are found to be well character- 
ized by the Clypeasterida^ of which different characteristic species 
are found in the Tortonian, Helvetian, Aquitanian, and Tongrian, 
almost each form being limited to a single geological zone. 

A. W. W. 


II. — Jurassic Corals of North Italy.^ 

P ROF. D’ACHIARDI, in this important memoir, divides the 
subject into three parts ; the first treats of the Corals of Monte 
Pastello, in the province of Verona. The Madrepor aria aporosa of 
this district consist of one or perliaps two species of Ilontlivaultia 
(the doubtful species J!/”. ? camdi, being new). Of the SUjlosmilincB, 
PlacopliylUa elegans is described as new. The Pohjastrece consist of 
anew species of Diplocoinia {D. profunda), one of Stylina {S. tara^ 
mellii, a Stephanococuia, five Isastrceccy one 1. Monti spa stelli, being 
new to science), four Lntimceandrince, of which three are new and 
peculiar to this formation, but related most nearly either to Miocene 
or Middle and Lower Secondary forms, and a new species {ampli- 
stellata) of Gomoseris, a genus which similarly ranges from the Great 
Oolite to the Miocene. The stratigraphical position of the beds 
from which these corals were obtained, as determined from their 
fossil contents, is placed between the Great Oolite and the Coral 
Rag, but the exact place is rather uncertain. 

From various other localities near Verona are described a Monti- 
livaultia, a Stylina, a Thamnastroia, and three new species referred, 
with doubt, to the genera Latimmandrina, Oroseris, and Beaumontia 
respectively ; the correctness or not of the identification of the last- 
named species is important, as the genus Beaumontia is mainly 
Palaeozoic in range, and hitherto represented by one species— viz. 
from the Australian Tertiaries — in any later rocks. 

The beds in this locality appear to belong to the Dogger group. 
The neighbourhood of Mentone furnishes fourteen species of corals 
from a coarse, friable, calcareous rock. 

Besides single unnamed species of Montlivaultia, BJiahdophjllia, 

^ Atti Soc. Toscana Sci. Nat. (Pisa) Mem. iv. (1880), pp. 233-310, 4 pis. 
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and Stylina, a species is referred to Calamophjllia Siohesi, already 
known from the Coral Rag, and one, wdtli doubt, to C. radiata of the 
Great Oolite, and two species, described originally under the genera 
AstrocoBYiia and Holoccpnia respectively, are referred to StijUna, The 
remaining eight species are new to science, and consist of Cnla- 
mophyllia Mentonenms, most nearly related to two Coral Rag species, 
Thecosmilia spa dee., with allies in the Coral Rag and Inferior Oolite, 
Cladophjilia Mentonensis, Pachygyra costata, and Stylina nicoensis, an 
octomeral species, which is intermediate between S. pisitllum and 
S, octonaria. A new genus is found in tlie family Astnenife, named 
Diplocmiiastrcea, for a new species called D. Italica, it differs from 
Diplocoania by the toothed character of the septa and the spongy 
texture of the columella. Among the Cladocorallne a new species is 
described as Plenrocora ? BoccahrvncB, a new Tabulate is named 
Cryptocosnia incerta. The rock evidently belongs to the Coralline 
Oolite, and is consequently more recent than that of Monte Pastel lo. 

From the sandstone of Monte Cavallo, of the Friuli district, twenty 
species were obtained, of these fifteen were Madreporaria aporosa, 
four were Tabulata, the remaining one was the Upper Coralline 
Oolite species Microselena tiiberosa. Eight out of the fifteen species 
were hitherto undescribed, and are named Calamophyllia suhstokesi, 
SeptastrcBa coliurensis, PhyllastrcBa forojulensis, and P. diihia, Stylina 
irradians, S. stipata, S, arhorea, Isastrcea Italica, The Tabulates 
w’ere all new and are named Cryptocoinia suhhrevis, C, coltnrensis, 
C. f incerta, Cyathophora Pirovau The affinities of the species are 
chiefly with those of the Coralline Oolite. In the calcareous rock 
immediately underlying the sandstone were found ten sy)ecie8, 
including the above new species Phyllastreea forojulensis, the new 
species Stylina digitiformis, and two species possibly identical with two 
forms described from the before-named bed, — in all nine Aporosa, 
and one species of Porosa. The Coral fauna of this group of rocks, 
as well as their Mollusca, have already been determined to be Upper 
Coralline Oolite. 

Note. — It should be observed that the names of a few of the new 
species were given by Prof. Meneghini, but as he appears not to 
have published any description of them, the authoris name in their 
case also should stand as “ U’Achiardi.” 


::F^:ROCEEiDiiiP<3-s. 

International Geological Commission. 

A t meetings held by the Committee of Organization for Great 
Britain and Ireland (Prof. T. Me K. Hughes, M.A., President), 
the following definitions have been agreed upon. 

System. — The word System shall be applied to a group which 
stands by itself, easily and clearly distinguishable from the rocks 
above and the rocks below, and is generally bounded above and 
below by a well-marked break in stratigraphical sequence, and is 
characterized by special forms of life. 
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Formation. — The term Formation shall be applied to a smaller 
group of rocks which have some lithological or palasontological 
character in common, but which may be in continuous sequence 
with the rocks above and those below. 

Deposit. — Deposit was defined as a term applicable to a smaller 
division than Formation, and general!}^ implying similarity of litho- 
logical character. 

Zone, HoiirzoN. — Zone was defined to be part of a Formation 
characterized by one or more well-marked species, and Horizon was 
allowed to be correctly used for such part of a Formation, when it is 
recognized elsewhere by other characters, though the fossils may be 
absent. 

It was agreed that Bed, Group, Series, should be left undefined. 
Some other terms still remain under discussion. 

Concerning Time- words, it was agreed that Period should be used 
for the largest division, and should signify a completed and well- 
defined ])()rtion of time. Age was defined as a term used to indicate 
the portion of time marked by the prevalence of certain forms of 
life or of similar material having a distinct and vrell-marked 
character. Epoch was defined to mean a point of time, an interval 
short in comparison with the Periods and Ages of which it forms a 
part. It was considered that it could hardly be applied to the whole 
duration of even any one form of life, though it might to the transi- 
tory appearance of a species for a short time in one area. Cycle and 
Date were left undefined, and the definition of Era was postponed. 

Geological Society of London. 

I. — May 11, 1881. — llobert Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., President, in 
the Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. Notes on the Fish-remains of the Bone-bed at Aust, near 
Bristol, with the Description of some new Genera and Species.” By 
James W. Davis, Esq., F.S.A., F.G.S. 

The fossil fishes described in this paper are from the Rhsetic bed 
at Aust Passage. The stratum containing the fish-remains is rarely 
more than nine inches thick, often considerably less, and is composed 
of rounded masses of hardened clay or marl, which, at the time of 
their deposition, were soft enough to receive the impressions of the 
coprolites and fish-remains. There are large numbers of coprolites 
and bones of fishes, as well as some remains of Saurians, mingled 
with each other indiscriminately. The fishes belong to the orders 
Plagiostomi and Ganoidei, some of the former being of considerable 
size. It is inferred, from the intermixture of Saurians and fishes, 
that the deposit is the result of shallow water existing near land, 
in which the fishes lived and the Saurians occasionally disported 
themselves. 

Besides the fossil remains of the animals which lived during the 
deposition of the Aust-beds, there are also others which appear to 
have been derived from the Mountain Limestone and the Coal- 
measures, representing such genera as PsammoduSfPsephodus, Helodus, 
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and Ctenoptychius, Fossil teeth of these genera occur scattered rather 
sparingly through the mass ; they are very perfectly preserved, and 
do not show any signs of attrition. They must, however, be the 
result of the disintegration of older rocks, or the genera which they 
represent existed to a much later period than is generally sup})osed. 
The following new species were described : — Ctenopfychjm Ovdii, 
Remacantlins Jilifer, Ag., varieties a and yS, Nemacanthus minor, Spite- 
nonchus obtusus, Hyhodus Austinensis and j)UstnIosi(8, Petalodns f 

2. “On some Fish-spines from the Coal-measures.^' By J. W. 
Davis, Esq., F.S.A., F.G.S. 

The author described in this paper three species of a new genus 
of fossil fish from the Carboniferous formation, two of the species 
having been found in the Cannel Coal of the West Hiding of York- 
shire, and the other in the Burghlea limestone, near Edinburgh. 
Anodontneanihus is a straight spine, offering many points of resem- 
blance to some of the Pleuracanths ; it has a similarly close-grained 
microscopical structure, the internal cavity opens terminally at the 
base of the spine, and it was not deeply implanted in the flesh of 
the fish. It, however, differs from all the Pleuracanths in being 
quite free from external denticles; its surface is plain or but slightly 
striated, whilst that of PI cur acanthus always possesses a double row 
of denticles, either ranged laterally along the exposed part of the 
spine, or in some position between the lateral and posterior aspects 
of the spine. It is possible that evidence may be discovered which 
will render necessary the removal of these spines to the genus 
Pleuracanthus ; but at present there is no evidence that suoh is 
advisable. All the specimens of P/eMr«ru?i///?/s-spine found associated 
with teeth or shagreen have been armed with the double row of 
denticles, and at present no evidence exists that spines without 
denticles were associated with remains of this genus. It is, there- 
fore, considered best to institute a new genus lor the three species 
with the name Anodontacanihus, in allusion to its having no teeth or 
denticles. 

3. “ On some Specimens of Diastopora and Stomatopora from the 
Wenlock Limestone.” By Francis D. Longe, Esq., F.G.S. 

Mr. Longe showed and described some specimens of Bryozoa from 
the Wenlock Limestone of Dudley, which he compared with corre- 
sponding forms from the Oolites and later periods, and pointed out 
the close similarity of the Silurian with the later forms, in respect 
of the shape and dimensions of the cells, as well as in the habit of 
coenoecic growth. 

Alluding to some other Palaeozoic forms, assigned to the Bryozoa 
under the generic names of Berenicea and Ceramopora, he pointed 
out the difference between the shape of the cells in these forms and 
those which he had described, and expressed a doubt whether they 
should be classed as Bryozoa at all. 

On the other hand, he referred to some specimens described by 
Professor Nicholson (Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. vol. xv., 1875) under 
the names of Afecto auloporoides, etc., as having the true Bryozoan 
cell, and furnishing additional evidence of the existence in the 
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Sikirian seas of forms of Bryozoa which, though very abundant in 
the Oolites and all subsequent periods, were not generally supposed 
to have existed in the Palaeozoic period. 

4. On a New Species of Plesiosaurus (P. Conyheari) from the 
Lower Lias of Charmouth, with Observations on P. megacephahis, 
Stutchbury and P, brachycephalus, Owen.” By Prof. W. J. Sollas, 
M.A., F.K.S.E., F.G.S., etc.. Professor of Geology in University 
College, Bristol ; accompanied by a Supplement on the Geologieal 
Di8tril)ution of the Genus Plesiosaurus ^ by G. F. Whidborne, Esq., 
M.A., F.G.S. 

The greater part of this paper was devoted to the description of a 
remarkably fine specimen of Plesiosaurus from the Ammonites-ohtusus 
zone of the Lower Lias, Charmouth. Its distinctive characters are 
as follows : — 

1. The length of the skull is 19*75 in., taken from the anterior 
extremity of the lower jaw to the posterior margin of the quadrate. 

2. There are sixty-six vertebrjc, of which thirty-eight are cervical, 
twenty-one dorsal, two sacral, and five caudal. 

3. The length of the neck is 83 in., and the cervico-cephalic 
index 24*1 in. 

4. The length of the cervico-dorsal series is 136 inches, and the 
cervico-dorsal-cephalic index is 14*6. 

5. llie length of the centrum in the anterior cervical vertebra? is 
equal to the height, and greater than the breadth of the articular 
fiice. In vertebra xv. the measurements arc — length 2 in., breadth 
1*5 inch, height 2 inches. 

6. In the posterior cervical vertebrae the breadth of the articular 
face is greater than the length or height, but the latter two dimen- 
sions remain equal. 

7. The neural spines increase in size up to vertebra xl., in which 
they measure 4*75 inches in length. 

8. The neural spines are inclined backwards as far as vertebra Iv. ; 
past tbis, up to Ivii., they are inclined forwards ; but afterwards they 
again incline backwards. 

9. The humerus and femur are nearly equal in length, the femur 
being slightly the shorter. 

For the species the name of P, Conyheari is proposed. P. Cony- 
heari agrees closely with P. Etlieridgii in the relative length of head 
and neck ; but it has eight more cervical vertebras than the last- 
mentioned species. In the number of the cervical vertebne it agrees 
with P. homalospondylus, but has a much lai’ger cervico-cephalic 
index. 

5. ‘‘ On certain Quartzite and Sandstone Fossiliferous Pebbles in 
the Drift in Warwickshire, and their probable identity with the true 
Lower Silurian Pebbles, with similar fossils, in the "JVias at Budleigh 
Salterton, Devonshire.” By the Kev. P. B. Brodie, M.A., F.G.S. 

The author notices some previous remarks upon these pebbles, 
which, in Warwickshire and elsewhere, either occur in the Ihias or 
have been derived from it. To account for these, he supposed that 
there had been a more northerly extension of Silurian rocks than 
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can now be detected in Central England. The Lickey quartzite has 
been supposed to have contributed some of these ; but the author 
states that he has not found any one well-defined Llandovery species, 
but that the most characteristic are Lower Silurian. These })ebble8 
are most abundant south of Birmingham, towards Warwick and 
Stratford-on-Avon. They agree lithologically with the Budleigh 
Salterton pebbles ; these, as it has been shown, are partly Lower 
Silurian, partly Devonian, partly Carboniferous. The author gives 
a list of species collected by him from the Warwickshire pebbles. 
Sixteen are present from the twenty-four Lower Silurian forms 
found in Devonshire. Notwithstanding their identity, physical con- 
siderations forbid the supposition that they have been derived directly 
from that locality or Normandy, so that it is probable these Lower 
Silurian quartzite rocks once extended much further to the north. 

II. — May 25, 1881. — K. Etheridge, Esq., F.K.S., President, in the 
Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. ‘‘ On the Discovery of some Remains of Plants at the Base of the 
Denbighshire Grits, near Corwen, North Wales.” By Henry Hicks, 
M.D., r.G.S. With an Appendix by R. Etheridge, Esq., F.R.S., 
Pres. Geol. Soc. 

Traces of these fossils were first observed in 1875 by the author 
in Pen-y-glog quarry, about two miles E. of Corwen. Further 
research has resulted in the discovery of more satisfactory specimens, 
which have been examined by Messrs. Carruthers, Etheridge, and 
E. T. Newton. Among them are spherical bodies resembling the 
Pachytheca of Sir J. D. Hooker, from the bone-bed of the Ludlow 
series, supposed to be Lycopodiaceous spore-cases ; also numerous 
minute bodies stated by Mr. Carruthers to be united in threes, and 
to agree with the forms of the microspores of Lycopodiacese, both 
recent and fossil ; and some fragments, which may belong to these 
plants, and others, probably belonging to ])lants described by Dr. 
Dawson from the Devonian of Canada under the name of /^silopfiyton. 
'I he above testify to the existence of a very rich land-flora at the 
time. Mixed up with these, however, are numerous carbonaceous 
fragments of a plant, described also by Dr. Dawson from the Devo- 
nian of Canada, which he referred to the Couiferae, but which is, 
according to Mr. Carruthers, an anomalous form of Alga. The 
former called it Prototaxites ; the latter renamed it Nematophycus, 
Numerous microscopical sections, showing the beautiful structure of 
this interesting plant, from the specimens found at Pen-y-glog, have 
been examined by Mr. Etheridge and Mr. Newton, and their con- 
clusions agree with those of Mr. Carruthers. The evidence seems 
to show that at this rnid-Silurian period the immediate area where 
the plants are now discovered must have been under water, and that 
the mixture of marine and dry -land plants took place in consequence 
of floods on rapid marine denudation. The author indicated that 
the land-areas must have been to the south and west, chiefly islands, 
surrounded by a moderately deep sea, in which Graptolites occurred 
in abundance. The position of these beds may be stated to be about 
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2000 feet below the true Wenlock series, and about the horizon of 
the Upper Llandovery rooks. 

2. “Notes on a Mammalian Jaw from the Purbeck Beds at Swanage, 
Dorset.” By Edgar Willett, Esq., communicated by the President. 

Excavations were undertaken last summer in this locality (Durl- 
stone Bay, Swanage), where, rather more than twenty years since, 
the jaws of sixteen new species of Mesozoic mammalia were found 
by Mr. Beccles. These, though less successful than the former, 
resulted in the discovery of the larger part of the right mandibular 
ramus of a marsupial, about inch long. Six teeth are preserved 
in situ. This specimen was described and its affinities discussed by 
the author. He referred it to the genus Triconodon, described by 
Prof. Owen in his monograph (Palaeoiit. Soc. 1871) ; the peculiarity 
of this specimen is that it has four teeth having the form of true 
molars, while those previously found have only three. Triacantho* 
don,, indeed, has four true molars ; but between it and the specimen 
described there are some important differences of detail. The dental 
peculiarity may be explicable on eitlier of two hypotheses suggested 
to the author by Prof. Flower, and he thinks it better to refer it to 
Triconodon mordax, than to attribute it to a new species of the genus. 

HI. — June 8, 1881. — R. Ether- Ige, Esq., F.R.S., President, in the 
Chair. — The following communi' aiions were read ; — 

1. “The Reptile-fauna of the Gosau Formation, preserved in the 
Geological Museum of the University of Vienna.” By Prof. H. G. 
Seeley, F.R.S., F.L.S., F.G.S. ; with a Note on the Geological 
Horizon of the Fossils, by Edward Suess, F.M.G.S. 

The collection of Reptiles described iu this paper was obtained at 
Neue Welt, near Wiener Neustadt, by tunnelling into the freshwater 
deposits which there yield coal. A part of the collection was 
described by Dr. Bunzel in 1871 ; but the author’s interpretation of 
the fossils rendered a re-examination of the whole collection neces- 
sary. All the species hitherto discovered are new, and, with the 
exception of those referred to Crocodilus, Megalosaurus, Ornithochi- 
rus, and Emys, are placed in new genera. Nearly all the bones are 
more or less imperfect. 

The Ljnanodon Snessii, of Bunzel, was referred to a new genus, 
Mochlodon, characterized by the straight anterior end of the ramus 
of the lower jaw, and by tlie vertical bar in the middle of the teeth 
of the lower jaw. There appear to be two teeth in the ramus. The 
tooth referred to the upi)er jaw has several uniform parallel vertical 
bars. A small parietal bone, referred b}" Bunzel to a Lizard, is con- 
sidered by the author to belong probably to the same species, and, 
with some doubt, he associated with it the articular end of a small 
scapula. 

Bunzel’s Struthiosaurus austriacus was redescribed by the author, 
who indicated that the bones of the base of the brain-case, regarded 
by Bunzel as the quadrate bones, really belong to the occipital 
region, which necessitates a different interpretation. The foramina 
along the base of the skull were also described as presenting one of 
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the characteristics of the Dinosaurian order. The base of the skull 
of AcanihophoHs horridus was described to show its relation to the 
above type, with the view of demonstrating its Scelidosaurian 
affinities. 

The greater part of the remains were referred by the author to a 
new genus, Cratceomus ; some of these had been figured by Bunzel 
as “ Crocodili ambigui,” and others as belonging to ScelidosauruSy 
and to a new Ijacertilian genus, Danuhiosaurus. To Cratoiomus he 
referred mandibles, teeth, vertebrm from all parts of the column 
except the sacrum, dermal armour, and the chief bones of the limbs. 
Two species were distinguished, C. Paulowitschii and C. lepidopliorns. 
The former, which is much the larger, was named in honour of M. 
Paulowitsch, who voluntarily superintended the work at the Neue 
Welt. The author stated that he regarded these animals as carnivo- 
rous, and that, unlike the typical Wealden Dinosaurs, they were not 
Kangaroo-like in habit, but had strongly developed fore-limbs, as 
indicated in the proposed generic name. 

Two teeth belonging to MegaJosaurus were described as represent- 
ing a new species, M, pannoniensis, characterized by the crown being 
shorter and broader than in previously described forms. A frag- 
ment, regarded by Bunzel as the thoracic rib of a Lizard, was 
inter]n’eted as the distal end of the femur of a Dinosaur, and named 
Ornithomerus gracilis. The lower jaw, described by Bunzel as 
Crocodiliis car char idens, of which a maxillary bone also occurs, w’as 
made the basis of a now genus, Doratodoiiy probably Dinosaurian, 
judging from the lateral position of the apertures of the skull 
and the characters of the teeth. The genus Rhadinosaiirtis was 
founded upon the humerus and femur, the latter having been 
regarded by Bunzel as the dorsal rib of a Crocodile ; the species 
was named R. alcimus. Oligosaurus adelus was described as present- 
ing Ijacertilian cViaracters in combination with some Dinosaurian 
peculiarities. The remains include the humerus, femur and 8cay)ula, 
and two vertehrse, which were regarded by Bunzel as fa3tal vertebrae 
of a Dinosaur. The genus Uoplosanrus was founded on some 
vertebrae, fragments of limb-bones, and dermal armour; it shows, 
with distinctive peculiarities, a certain resemblance to Hijlmosaurus, 

A procoelian Crocodile was represented by many parts of the 
skeleton ; some figured by Bunzel as Lacertilian, others as Croco- 
dilian. It is remarkable for having a buttress supporting the 
transverse process in the lumbar region. The author calls it Croco- 
dilus proavus. 

The specimen figured by Bunzel as the ilium of his Danuhiosaurus 
ancepSy was stated by the author to be a costal y)late of a large 
Chelonian, in which, apparently, the margins of these plates 
remained separate through life. Skull bones, believed to belong to 
the same animal, are strongly sculptured ; the author named the 
species Pleuropeltus lissus. Three or four species of Emydians were 
said to be indicated by isolated plates, the largest of which was 
named Emys NeumnyrL 

The only specimen referable with certainty to a Lizard is a small 
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vertebra of elonf^ated form, regarded as indicating a new genus and 
species, named Spondylosaurus gracilis. Of Pterodactyls there are 
but few remains ; but these certainly represent two genera. The 
author only describes one species, to which he gives the name of 
Ornithochirus Bunzeli. There are, in all, probal)ly ten genera of 
Dinosaurs and five genera of other groups, making fifteen in all. 

The paper was supplemented by a note by Prof. Suess on the 
geological relations of the beds at Wiener Neustadt to those of the 
Gosau vallej^ in which he comes to the conclusion that they are 
older than the true Turonian deposits, and especially older than the 
zone of Ilippurites cornu vaccinum. 

2. On tlie Basement-beds of the Cambrian in Anglesey.” By 
Prof. T. McKenny Hughes, M.A., F.G.S. 

In this pa])er the author first pointed out that there was in 
Anglesey: — (1) An upper slaty group, in which he had fixed two 
life zones, which showed that the series belonged to the Silurian 
(Sedgwick’s classification), and (2) a lower group of slates and sand- 
stones in which Arenig fossils had been found in several localities, 
and Tremadoc had been less clearly recognized, while by the cor- 
rection of the determination of a species of Orthis there was now a 
BUS})icion of even Menevian forms. These all rested upon the Base- 
ment-beds of the Cambrian, of which the paper chiefly treated. 
They were made up of conglomerates, grits, and sandstones, with 
Annelids and Fucoids. 

The Basement-beds varied in thickness and character, according 
to the drift of currents along the Pre-cambrian shore and the material 
of the underlying rocks. Near Penlou, where they rested on a 
quartz-felspar rock, they consisted chiefly of a quartz-grit and con- 
glomerate, almost exactly like that of Twt Hill. Near Llanerchy- 
medd, where there was a mass of gi'eenish schistose rock succeeding 
the Dimetian, the Cambrian Basement-bed contained a large number 
of fragments of that rock, certain bands being chiefly composed of it. 
Near Bryngwallen, where the underlying Archman consisted of 
gneissic rocks, the Cambrian Basement-beds were made up of quartz 
conglomerate. Tracing it still further to the S.W., he found bosses 
of conglomerate among the sand dunes of Cymmeran Bay, full of 
fragments of green schistose rock, like that of Bangor, and telling of 
the further development of Pebidian at the S.W. end of the Anglesey 
axis. In several localities these conglomerates were associated with 
and passed into fossiliferous grits and sandstones. He exhibited 
slices of the more important rocks, which lie showed confirmed the 
results arrived at from other evidence. He pointed out that the 
observations now made confirmed the views he had expressed on a 
former occasion with regard to the Basement-beds of the Cambrian 
between Caernarvon and Bangor, where the deposits which rested 
upon the granitoid rocks of Twt Hill were either a kind of arkose 
or chiefly composed of quartz with a few pieces of mica-schist and 
jasper ; but as he followed them a few miles to the N.E., he found 
that the quartz had got pounded into smaller grains, and the larger 
pebbles were chiefly of felsite, which here formed the shore, while 



334 Correspondence — Dr. R, II. Traqiiair. 

further towards Bangor fragments of the still higher Bangor volcanic 
series helped to make up the Cambrian shingle- beach. 

3. Description and Correlation of the Bournemouth Beds. — 
Part II. Lower or Freshwater Series.” By J. S. Gardner. Esq. 

This was in continuation of a former paper by the author 
(Q.J.G.S. vol. XXXV. p. 209). The beds described are exposed east 
and west of Bournemouth and near Poole harbour, over a distance of 
about four miles. The author referred them to the Middle Bagshot, 
and stated that they are distinguished from the Lower Bagshot by 
the absence of the extensive j)ipe-clay deposits and the presence of 
brick-earths, and from the overlying beds by the absence of flints. 
They reach their extreme limit in tlie western area of the London 
basin, and are represented by the lignitic beds 19-24 of Prof. Prest- 
wich’s section. Lignites can be traced partly across the l)ay. The 
cliffs present an oblique section across a delta divisible roughly into 
four masses, one of which, from its confused bedding and want of 
fossils, is siip})Osed to have been formed by the silting up of the main 
channel. The total thickness of the series was estimated at GOO to 
700 feet. The inferences drawn by tlie author were as follows : — 
1. From the beds cut through showing a steep side to the west, 
that the river flowed from that direction ; 2. From the absence of 
boulders or coarse sediment, that the area was flat; 3. From the 
absence of lignite, that there were catchment basins ; 4. From the 
absence of flint and the quartzose nature of the beds, that no chalk 
escarpments were cut through, and that the deposits came from a 
granitic area ; and 5. From the i)resence of wood bored by Teredo, 
that the beds belong to the lower part of the river in proximity to 
tidal water. 

The flora was stated to be confined to local patches of clay. Those 
at the western end of the section are A^ery rich, and distinguished 
from the rest by absence of palms and rarity of ferns. The beds 
near Bournemouth are still richer and very distinct ; those east of 
Bournemouth are characterized by Eucalypti, Aroids, and AraucaricB ; 
and those at the western end of the section by abundant Polypo- 
diacea3. It is remarkable that nearly every patch contains a flora 
almost peculiar to it ; but the flora as a whole seems to pass upward 
to the Oligocene, but not down to the Lower Bagshot. 


“ KAMMPLATTEN ” IN THE litONSTONE OF liOEOrOII LEE. 

SiK, — I have now no doubt that the pectinated object from the 
Ironstone of Borough Lee, which I at one time supposed might 
possibly be a tooth, and in a recent Number of your Magazine 
(January, 1881) I described under the name of Euctenius elegans, 
belongs in reality to the same category as the “ Kammplatten,” 
which Prof. Anton Fritsch, of Prag, has recently described and 
figured as appertaining to the cloacal region of certain fossil 
Amphibia, e,g. Ophideiyeton pectinatum (Fritsch, Fauna der Gaskohle 
und der Kalksteine der Permlbrmation Bohmens, Bd. 1, Heft 2, 
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Tafel XX.). My attention Iirb been directed to this fact by a news- 
pa] )er report of a pajier, recently read before the Geological Society 
of Glasgow, by Mr. John Young, in which he identified, as one of 
these “ Kammjdatten,” an apparently allied relic from the Airdrie 
district, and which, judging from that report, must either be the 
same as Barkas’s ^^Ctenoptychius'* uniJateralis, or closely related to 
it. The two specimens, from which I drew up my description of 
“ EncfenhiSj’' have no elongated process or “ handle,” but in other 
respects there is an obvious general resemblance. 

1 may take this opportunity of mentioning that within the last 
few days I have obtained from the same ironstone a portion of a 
small Labyrinthodont mandible, set witli teeth which have the same 
general configuration and markings as those of IMessrs. Hancock and 
Atthey’s Batrachiderpeton. E. H. Tkaquair. 

THE IIITTTOX (JOLI.ECTION OF FOSSIL PLANTS. 

Stk, — It has only within the last few days come to my knowledge 
(indeed only to-day authoritativel 3 ^), that the Hutton Collection of 
Fossil Plants, at present dejmsited in the Museum of the Natural 
History Society of Northumberland and Durham at Newcastle, had 
been named by the Curator, Mr. Eichard Howse, prior to the com- 
piling by myself of a Catalogue of the Collection, published in 1878 
by the North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical 
Engineers. The labels on the specimens, referred to in the Cata- 
logue, were therefore Mr. Howse’s, and not, as I until now imagined, 
either William Hutton’s original ones or mere copies of them. 

Moreover, an unsigned M8. List of the specimens in the Collection, 
agreeing with the lal)els, with which I was furnished b^^ the Mining 
Institute, and which was used freely by me in drawing up the 
Catalogue, must now be regarded as the result of much time and 
labour spent by Mr. Llowse in identif^dng and naming the whole 
of the Hutton Collection. 

I trust you will allow me space in your Magazine to hereby 
redress an injustice of which I was unaware at the time of its 
commission. G. A. Lebour. 

(JOLLKGE OF PHYSICAL SciENCE, 

Newcastle-ui'on-Tyne, Mat/ 18 , 1881 . 

SUPSIDENCE AND EI.EVATION. 

Sir, — Mr. Starkie Gardner, in his paper on the above subject, in 
the June Number of your Magazine, says (p. 245) : — ‘'The records 
of the Palfeozoic rocks point to a comparative uniformity in the 
earth’s surface in remote times, there being neither evidence of 
great depths in the sea, nor of mountainous elevations of the land.” 

The latest calculation of the average depth of the sea is a little 
over two miles. The area of land being, roughly s]>eaking, about 
one- third of that of the oceans, it follows that if the solid part of 
the earth were a perfect spheroid, having neither depression nor 
elevation, it would be covered by an universal ocean nearly one and 
a half miles deep. Is there, therefore, any meaning in saying that 
there ever was a time when great depths of the sea did not exist ? 
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Miscellaneous — The Blackheath Subsidences, 


The way some reasoners have of dealinjj with land and water 
reminds me of nothing so much as the instructions given to an Irish 
labourer, who asked his master how he was to dispose of a certain 
lump of rubbish. He was told *'to dig a liole to put it in.” 
*‘But,” says he, “ What am I to do with the stuff out of the hole? ” 
The answer was pat : “ Dig a hole big enough to hold both.” 

T. Mellakd Rkadk. 

REPLY BY THE REV. II. G. DAY TO THE REV. 0. FISHER. 

Sir, — Mr. Fisher cavils at my proof (Geol. Mao. p. 287). I 
must apologize for the accidental interchange therein of the symbols 
a and ; a slip which affects neither its validity nor its relevance. 

Mr. F. claims that I should correct his similar lapsus. Had this 
been my province, I should certainly have commenced b}^ asking 
him to explain under what circumstances he finds it impossible to 
pass a vertical plane through the major axis of his ellii)se (p. 21, 
line 2). Mathematicians had been accustomed to believe that any 
line could lie in a vertical plane. H. G. Day. 

GE H. TJS - 

The Blackheath Subsidences. — Attention has been called in 
Nature (Feb. 17, 1881), and in The Engineer (Feb. 4, and March 18, 
1881) to a series of subsidences that have taken place at Blackheath. 
In April, 1878. a subsidence of the ground occurred near a place 
called Rotten Row, the hole being 8 or 9 yards in circumference ; 
in November, 1880, two holes apj)eared, one not far fi'om the gravel- 
pit below Eliot Place and Heath House, and the other nearer to 
All Saints’ Church. 

The district is occupied by the Lower London Tertiaries — the 
Chalk occurring at about 100 feet from the surface ; and several 
natural causes have been suggested to account for the production of 
these holes. 

In seeking for an explanation, Mr. T. V. Holmes (Engineer, 
March 18) recalls attention to the discovery in 1878 of a pit, in all 
])robability a Danes’ Hole, at Elthain Park, within three miles of 
Blackheath, and inenthms other ancient artificial excavations or 
“Danes’ Holes” about Bexley, Chiscdhurst, and in “.lack Cade’s 
Cave ” at Blackheath itself. He consirters that the popular tradition 
that these Holes were originally intended as places of security for 
persons and property from Danish and other pirates and robbers, 
seems to be the most reasonable explanation of their existence. 

Nevertheless, the question of their origin ought not to remain in 
abeyance, and it may be mentioned that a committee, comprising 
members of the Lewisham and Blackheath Scientific Association 
and of the West Kent Natural History Society, has been formed for 
the purpose of investigating the matter, and they invite contributions 
towards their object. 

In connexion with this subject attention may be re-directed to a 
letter from Mr. H. Norton, F!G.S., on the Pits of the Haute Marne, 
see Geological Magazine for June, 1877, Decade II. Vol. IV. p. 286. 








THE 

GEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

NEW SERIES. DECADE II. VOL. VIII. 


No. VIII.— AUGUST, 1881. 


OSrXGrXn^T^Xj ^X^TXGXjH3S. 


I. — Notes on some pALiBozoio Bivalved Entomostraoa. 

By Professor T. IliirERT Jones, F.R.S., F.G.S. 

(PLATES IX. AND X.J) 

1. Cypridina? Plate IX. Figs. 7a, 7b. 

Lent'th, j iuch. 

T he specjimen here figured is an internal cast of a right valve, 
occurring in the well-known, reddish, fossiliferous, Palaeozoic 
quartzite of the Triassic pebble-bed at Budleigh-Salterton, in Devon- 
shire ; and it resembles some forms of Cypridina hrevimentum, J. 
and K. (“ Monogr. Carbonif. Entom.” Pal. Soc. 1874, p. 15, pi. 5, 
figs. 15-19), in general aspect; and also in some respects Polycope 
simplex, J. and K. {op. cit. p. 54, pi. 2, fig. 12). It was detected by 
the late Mr. J. W. Salter (in 18G5 ?) during his enthusiastic study 
of that interesting conglomerate. 

Mr. T. Davidson has brought together all that is known of this 
old pebble-bed of Devonshire, in his “ IMonograph of the Fossil 
Brachiopoda,” Pal. Soc., Supplem. Part IV. 1881; and has therein 
and elsewhere added greatly to our knowledge of its pahcontology, 
and of its geological rcdationsbips. Both Silurian and Devonian 
fossils are known to occur in the pebbles referred to ; and, as far 
as appearances serve, the unique specimen under consideration is 
a Carbonif erons form. We cannot say, however, that it may not 
have been Devonian, or even Silurian ; for Bivalved Entoraostraca 
of existing genera are represented by valves similar to their own 
(and valves are our only evidences) in various Pahcozoic strata. The 
matrix is decidedly that of the other old pebbles of the conglomerate : 
and it would have been very strange if all and each of the three great 
formations should have given a similar quartzite to one pebble-bed. 

Being only an internal cast in granular quartzite, with a portion 
of the margin (postero-veiitral) still imbedded in the matrix, it fails 
to show any very distinct features, beyond an oval outline, wdth a 
broad, shallow, oblique, anterior antennal notch (scarcely making a 
beak), and with a moderate convexity of the valve, greater in front 
than behind. 

If the want of prominence in the beak, owing to the obsolete con- 
dition of the notch or sinus, separates this form from Cypridina, and 
yet, if the prominence remains too strong for Poly cope, we shall have 

^ These two Plates have been dra'WTi with aid of a Grant from the Royal Society 
for the illustration of the fossil Bivalved Eutomostraca. 
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to remove both this and some Carboniferous forms, which have been 
ran^d under Polycope in the Monograph above mentioned, to a new 
group. The gradations are noticeable, and the difficulty of getting 
perfect specimens is very great. We therefore now merely record 
and illustrate the specimen, waiting for better material. 

2. Ctprosis Haswellii, gen. et sp. nov. Plate IX. Figs. 6a, 66. 

Length, inch. 

The late Mr. G. C. Haswell, of Edinburgh, noticed and figured * 
(indifferently) an interesting and unique internal cast of an Ento- 
mostracan valve in olive-grey Uppei-Silurian mudstone, from the 
west side of the North-Esk Keservoir in the Pentland Hills. 

This specimen Mr. Haswell kindly allowed me to examine and 
sketch ; and my view of its characters and relationship is as 
follows : — 

It is a slightly convex cast, representing the left valve of a 
Cypridinad, naturally indented at the posterior third by a strong 
transverse sulcus, and by a fainter impression across the anterior 
third. It is ovate in outline, subacute behind (rather too blunt in 
the drawing), and distinctly beaked and notched in front. 

Regarding the transverse furrows, especially the hinder sulcus, as 
zoological features, probably of j)hysi()logical value, I venture to 
distinguish this form, rare and poor as it is, by a new name, and 
dedicate it to the memory of its enthusiastic discoverer. 

The observations on this spoeimen recorded by Mr. Haswell are as follow : — At 
page 42 of his .Memoir above mentioned, he says : — “I found on the west bank ol' 
the reservoir one s])eeim('n of the carapace of a crustacean, diffennit from the })re- 
ceding [Lrpvrditin ‘r], r('])resented in plate 3, tigun^ 13. It resembles in some r(‘S])ects 
the more common forms of Cypridiua. It is probably a new spe^ntis, and specimens 
should be look(^d for.” At page 43, he adds : — “ Since the above was in type 1 have 
received the following letter from rrofessor R. Jones, with nd'erence to the specimen, 
plate 3, figure 13 : — “My dear Sir, — Mr. Henry Woodward has kindly sent me a 
specimen for examination. It is a good and rare fossil, new to me. It is a 
Cypridina, hardly separable from rt?cent forms, such as Baird, Dana, and others 
have described, as far as the app(;arance of this mould of one of the carapace- 
valves will allow us to judge. The vertical indentation across the valve se{;ms to be 
natural, and may possibly indicate a generic or subgeneric difference. At all events, 
you would be safe in using it as the basis of a specific name and distinction for the 
present. Cyprxdbta occurs freely in the Carboniferous rocks. Excepting one speci- 
men of an allied form from the Lower [P] Silurian [Budleigh-Saltorton pebbh'], this 
ol' yours is the oldest I know. It is preserved in the sanif.* way as the Liperdltia of 
the Upper Ludlow beds of Shropshire. I congratulate you on having added such 
a nice fossil to your collection, and on having brought forward so interesting 
a species for Paheozoic times. I have taken its measurement and outline as a 
memorandum. Yours very truly, T. Rupt. Jones. [Yorktown, 1865.1 To G. C. 
Haswell, Esq.” 

3. Cyprosina Whtdbornei, nov. gen. et spec. 

Plate IX. Figs. 1-3, and 5. 

Lonjfth. Height. 

) 16 11 

Size of different specimens, in 20ths of an inch >14 9 

) 8 4 

Unlike the two specimens described above, which are mere casts 

^ “ On the Silurian Formation in the Pentland Hills,” Edinburgh, 1865, 8vo. 
pp. 42 and 43, pi. 3, fig. 13. 
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and rare, this form occurs in a considerable number, and with the 
test well preserved ; but unfortunately no one of the specimens yet 
met with has the whole margin of either valve quite exposed for 
examination ; and only one specimen with the valves in juxta- 
position has been found. Mr. G. F. Whidborne, F.G.8., of Torquay, 
has discovered twenty-eight individuals of this species in the Middle- 
Devonian Limestone of Lummaton quarry, a quarter of a mile north 
of Marychurch, which is on a hill about two miles north of Torquay. 
The bluish-grey limestone is in some parts made up of Shells, 
Polyzoans, Encrinites, etc., with a noticeable proportion (in the 
hand-specimens) of the organisms under notice. 

It is a Cypridinad, having strongly convex valves, elongate-oval 
in form, and with a short transverse (vertical) sulcus at or near the 
middle of the ventral region. The closed carapace is subcylindrical, 
rather acute in front, and rounded behind. The dorsal edge of the 
left overlaps that of the right valve. The beak at the middle of the 
anterior margin is distinct, though not large, as in Figs. 2 and 3. 
It is formed, as it were, by a slight, but definite, lateral pinching of 
the middle of the front end of the two valves, rather than by a notch 
cut out of their curved and projecting end. 

The antero-ventral margin of each valve turns sharply inwards 
and upwards to a slight extent, and has a feeble marginal hem 
(exaggerated in Fig. 36, by local distortion). An antero-ventral 
longitudinal furrow is thus caused in the closed carapace, continuous 
with the antennal notch. The ventral margins appear to meet 
without overlap. 

The dorsal margin of the right valve is somewhat flattened or 
bevelled along the hinge-region, with a slight beading where it turns 
off from the convexity of the valve, and against which the edge of 
the OA^erlapping valve rests. None of the figured specimens shows 
this feature well, but the marginal hem continued from the aforesaid 
angle is shown in Fig. 5c. 

The short vertical ventral depression or furrow is a distinctive 
feature, as important as the dorsal furrow in Cypridella, and, although 
not always strongly expressed, it is too persistent to be accidental. 
The muscle-spot, neatly radiate, is seen in several specimens (for 
instance, Fig. 2a), near the middle of the valve (but rather backward), 
at the upward termination of the sulcus crossing its ventral region. 

The other organisms constituting the hand-specimens of Lumma- 
ton limestone in which I have seen the Cyprosina are : — 


A-trypa aspera. 
jLthyris ? 
^pirifera nuda f 
Lfptaina oaperata, 
Cypricardia, 


Glauconome bipinnata ? 
Fmtstella prisca ? 
Auhpora ? 

Coral (obscure). 
Encriuital joints. 


Mr. Whidborne favours me with the following note on the fossils 
which he has collected in the limestone of Lummaton quarry. 
“ Some of the most noticeable are : — 


Brontes JlahelUfer. Hexacrinus inte^'seapularis. 

Bhacops latifrons, Buomphalus annulatus. 
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Aeroculia vetmta. 
I*leuro7'hynchu8 aliformxs. 
Modiola scalaris. 
Strophalosia prodiictoides. 
Cyrtina heteroclyta. 
Atrypa desquamata, 
Atrypa aspera. 


SpiriftTa undifera, 
JdhynchomUa amminata, 
HhynchoneUa cuboides, 
Retepora prisca. 
Hemiirypa oculata. 
Smith in Pefiycltii. 

Cya t h oph ]f U u m . 


The above are only a portion of the S])ecie8 ; for instance, of 
Brachiopods, which are the leadings fossils, I have collected con- 
siderably more than 30 species, but I cannot g^ive the exact number, 
as Mr. Davidson is now revising the Devonian lists.” Mr. Whidborne 
intends to publish a detailed list of the palaeontology of this interest- 
ing Devonian quarry. 


4. PoLYOOPB Devonioa, sp. 110 V. Plate IX. Figs. 4a, 4&, 4c. 
Size : length, inch ; heiji^ht, inch. 


This species, of which I have seen three specimens, closely re- 
sembles Polycope simplex, J. and K. (“ Monogr. Carbonif. Entom.,” 
1874, p. 54, pi. 2, fig. 1) ; but it is much too convex for that 
species ; and it is too oval in outline for P. Burrovii, J. and K. 
(/oc. cit. fig. 2). These are but slight differences ; we know not, 
however, how much the animals may have differed in their soft 
parts. 

It has been objected by my friend the Rev. Professor J. F. 
Blake, in The Yorkshire Lias,” 1876, p. 434, that in his opinion 
our Pala3ozoic forms do not perfectly correspond with Poly cope of 
Sars. The Carhoniferous may be far back to look for a direct 
ancestor of a recent Entomostracon : but for the present, at least, 
I do not see that we can do better than follow the plan we have 
long adopted of referring the fossil valves to known genera on the 
strength of their similarities, the soft organs not having been pre- 
served. How very little one Palaeozoic Cyj)rid, of which the limbs 
are preserved, differed from the existing forms, has been shown by 
M. Charles Brongniart, in his elucidation of Paloeocypris Edwardsii, 
from the Coal-measures of St.-Etienne, Annalesdes Sc., Geol.” vii. 
6, Art. 3, 1876. 

Poly cope Devonica was discovered in the Middle-Devonian Lime- 
stone of Lummaton, Devonshire, by Mr. Whidborne ; and it occurs 
in the same condition as its more abundant associate, Cyprosiua 
Whidbornei, 


5. Lepekditia? dorsalis (Richter). Plate IX. Figs. 8a and 86. 

Length, inch ( =^2 nun.). 

Among some specimens of fossil Entomostraca, which my friend 
Dr. Richter, of Saalfeld, kindly sent*to me, in 1874, for examination, 
together with the Enfomtdes described in the “ Annals Nat. Hist.,” 
ser. 5, vol. 4, p. 182, etc., September, 1879, is one marked “ P. 
dorsalisP This is here figured in our Plate IX. Fig. 8, but it bears 
little resemblance to the Beyrichia dorsalis, Richter, ** Zeitsch. d. 
Deutsch. geol. Ges.,” 1869, p. 774, pi. xxi. figs. 10-13, which there 
looks something like Primitia Maccoyii, J. and H. 

The specimen before me is a smaU internal cast of a right valve, 
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in dark-grey schist.* It is oblong ; the posterior is more evenly 
rounded than the anterior end. The valve is gently convex towards 
the middle. An eye-spot and a slight elevation behind it remind iis 
of Leper dilia and Isochilina. The outline, eye-spot, and deep 
ventral margin seem to connect this specimen (small as it is) with 
the former genus ; but necessarily the determination is not satis- 
factory with such a minute test-less cast. 

6. Entomis OALCAiiATA (Richter). Plate IX. Figs. 9a, 96, and 10 
(injured behind). 

Length, and inch. 

Another of M. Richter’s specimens is a small piece of dark-grey 
Devonian Limestone from ^J’huringia, containing (besides fragments 
of Cardiola ? and Tentacidiies) two minute valves, one right and 
one left ; oblong, boldly rounded at one end (posterior) ; and 
rounded, notched, and armed with a prow at the other (Fig. 9). 
There is esj^ecially to be noticed in each valve a curved sulcus, 
starting from the middle of the straight dorsal edge, and bending 
round towards the an tero- ventral projecting spur or prow. 

These are labelled C. colcarata^^ and they bear some re- 
semblance to the figures of Cypridina calcarata^ Richter, in the 
Zeitsch. der d. geol. Gesellsch.'^ 1809, p. 771, pi. 21, figs. 3-5. A 
second spur may have projected from the postero-dorsal quarter of 
the valve (diagonally opposite to the prow), where a mark for its 
base remains in our Eig. 9a ; and with this there would be a closer 
resemblance to Richter’s figures. 

Possibly a reference of these specimens to Entomis, on account 
of the nuchal furrow, will be correct. We have another spiked or 
armed Entomis (E, aciculata, Jones, Geol. Mag. Dec. II. Vol. I. p. 
511, Fig. 4, woodcut), but the shape and the spur differ from those 
of E, calcar ata. 

On a piece of greenish, fine-grained, Devonian schist, from 
Thuringia, with numerous variously squeezed individuals of Entomis 
gyrata and serrato- striata, are two small oblong casts of E. calcarata, 
which approximate to the foregoing, but are not quite so minute, 
and have both of the lobes and the dorsal angles more pronounced ; 
the front lobe, also, bears some obscure sculpturing above the prow. 
'I’he specimen given in Fig. 10 was at first thought to be of a different 
kind (with two furrows), but the hinder lobe has been partly over- 
lapped by a portion of another valve, and the apparently hindermost 
lobe is adver^titious. 

8. Primitia akmata (Richter?). Plate IX. Figs. 11a, 116. 

Length, ^ of an inch. 

M. Richter also sent for examination in 1874, together with the 
so-called “Cypridinas” [Entomides) of Thuringia, two small pieces 
of dark clay-schist bearing two internal casts and one external 

1 dorsalis ” is from the Upper- Devonian schists of Thuringia. 

* Richter refers also to the “Reitrag z. Palaont. des Thuringer-Waldes,’' von 
R. Richter and F. Unger, 1866, p. 37, pi. 2, figs. 36-38 (Denksc^. math.-nat. Cl. 
k. Akad. Wien, vol. xi.). 
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mould of the little form here figured (Fig. 11). The valves are 
Leperditioid in shape and broadly fabiform. The hinge-line is 
straight and slopes away with a sudden flattish curve in front and 
behind (an un figured specimen has the postero-dorsal slope rounder 
than that in Fig. 11a). The ventral margin is boldly convex, but 
sloping or somewhat flattened at its anterior third, thus making the 
front end of the valve rather sharper, narrower, or more tapering than 
the posterior. The surface is nearly flat ; but it has a central swell- 
ing, and a well-marked tubercle at each end, near the middle of the 
anterior and posterior borders, respectively. In one specimen the 
hinder tubercle is nearest to the margin, and in another individual the 
front tubercle is closest to the edge, therefore their relative position 
was liable to some variation. These specimens are quite unlike the 
“ Beyrichia (? Leperditia) armata, Zeitsch. der d. geol. Gesellsch. 
XV.” [1863, p. 672, pi. 19, figs. 16-18], to which my friend refers 
them by his label, and which appears to me, judging from the figures, 
to belong to the genus Arisiozoe, of Barrande. The specimens before 
me are clearly' distinct, and are feature-ful enough to deserve 
cataloguing under a definite name. I do not know, however, whei’e 
to place them among known forms except in the genus Primitia ; 
and the name P. armata will be appropriate, whether the J.n's/o 2 :oe(?) 
above mentioned was intended for reference or not. With P. armata 
numerous TentacuUtea occur in this Upper-Silurian schist from 
Thuringia. 

9. Primitia ? cylinduioa (Kichter) ; and another organism. 

Two little pieces of dark -grey Upper-Silurian schist, accompany- 
ing those above mentioned from Thuringia in 1874, bear some very 
small, subovate, internal casts, labelled “ Beyrichia suhcyluidrica, 
Zeitsch. der d. geol. Gesellsch. xv. and xvii.” At first sight these 
look like granulated and spined valves of some small Cypridiform 
Entomostracon ; but in one of the specimens the little processes are 
seen to be cylindrical, and to pass from the convex cast across a 
narrow intervening space into the surrounding matrix ; and there- 
fore they must be casts of cylindrical tubes in some investing shell 
or test, different from that of the Entomostraca. Moreover, both the 
processes and the granulation caused by their broken bases are too 
coarse for the ornament of such valves. 

There are also some minute, smooth casts of obscure valves, and 
many crushed tubes (minute Pteropodaf), on this schist. I'hese 
smooth valves may belong to Primitia^ corresponding with Kichter’s 
smooth variety of his B. cylindrica from the Nereiten-Schiefer (Zeitsch. 
d. d. geol. Gres. vol. xv. p. 671, pi. 19, figs. 13, 14) ; whilst his 
prickly variety (Lc. fig. 12, and vol. xvii. p. 365, pi. 10, fig. 7) is, 
according to my view, a totally different organism. 

10-13. Bevriohias (Silurian) from Thuringia. Plate X. Figs. 1-6. 

These are casts of Beyrichite from the Upper-Silurian schists of 
Thuringia, given to me by M. K. Richter, of Saalfeld, in 1857. 
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10. Fig. 1 is the ordinary variety of JBeyrichia Kloedeni, M‘Coy ; 
such as is shown in the “ Mem. Geol. Surv.” vol. ii. part i. 
pi. 8, figs. 17 and 18 ; and “Ann. Nat. Hist.” series 2, vol. xvi. 
pi. 6, fig. 7. Right valve. Length 4^0- inch. 

10^. Fig. 2 seems to be a right valve of B. Kloedeni, shortened 
by pressure. Length inch. 

In the “Zeitsch. d. d. geol. Ges.” xv. p. 671, pi. 19, figs. 7-11, 
and vol. xvii. p. 364, pi. 10, fig. 6, M. Richter has described and 
figured Beyrichia Kloedeni as plentiful in the Upper-Silurian con- 
glomerate and Nereiten-Schiefer of Thuringia. This appears to me 
to be B. Kloedeni, var. torosa (A. N. H. 2, xvi. p. 167, pi. 6, fig. 11). 

11. Fig. 3 is B, Wilclcensiana, Jones (op. cit. p. 89, pi. 5, figs. 18-20). 

Right valve. Length inch. 

12. Fig. 4 is an obscure cast of the right valve of a Beyrichia closely 
allied, apparently, to 2>. affinisy Jones (op. ciL p. 170, pi. 6, fig. 16). 
Length inch. 

13. Fig. 5 is a cast of a right valve, having an approximate re- 
semblance to B, intermedia, J. and H. (Ann. N. H. ser. 4, vol. iii. 
p. 218, pi. 15, fig. 7 ; and vol. xv. p. 55, pi. 6, fig. 11), from 
the Upper Silui-ian of England and the Carboniferous of Russia. 
Length -iV inch. 

11^. Fig. 6 appears to be a large 2?. WilcTcensiana (left valve), 
obliquely squeezed. Length inch. 

14. Bevrichia Hollii, sp. nov. Plate X. Fig. 7. 

Length, inch. 

This Beyrichia, represented by a small cast (in pyrites) of the 
inside of a left valve, has very much of the aspect of B. intermedia, 
J. and H., mentioned above, but it is less truly semicircular, being 
contracted towards one end (anterior) ; it has a broader marginal 
rim ; the valle3's dividing the lobes, though confined to the dorsal 
region, are less symmetrical ; and the prominent lobe does not 
appear to be the central, but the posterior lobe. In this last point, 
however, there is some obscurity, on account of the valve having 
been somewhat crushed at the posterior third. These differences 
demand a nominal separation of this from the allied species, and I 
name it after its discoverer, Dr. H. B. Holl, F.G.S., who on this and 
other occasions has kindly co-operated with me in working out the 
Palasozoic Bivalved Entomostraca. 

Dr. Holl discovered this unique specimen in Mensevian flags from 
St. Davids, in 1866. It was associated with Protospongia fenestrata,^ 
Salter, and therefore belongs probably to the horizon of Paradoxides 
Davidis, rather above the Middle Menmvian flags of Dr. Hicks’s 
classification. 

In the far-remote Menmvian Period there were Bivalved Ento- 
mostraca, small, but of much inferest, especially as being the oldest 
that we yet know. 

1. JEntomidclla huprestis (Salter). “ Lower and Middle Menaevian,” A. N. H. ser. 

4, vol. xi. p. 417. 

^ Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xx. p. 238, and xxvii. p. 401. 
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2. Primitia Solvemis, Jones. “ Middle Menflsvian,*' or rather higher. Ann. N. H. 

ser. 2, vol. xvii. p. 95, pi. 7, %. 16 ; ser. 4, vol. ii. p. 65 ; and vol. iii. p. 223. 

3. Leperditia Hicksii, Jones. “Middle Mensevian.” Q.J.G.S. xxviii. p. 183, pi. 7, 

fig. 16 (bad). This will be figured again in a forthcoming paper. 

4. Beyrichia Bolliiy Jones. “ Middle Menoevian.*’ See above.^ 

The close alliance of B. intermedia to the last-mentioned may be 
an illustration of atavism. The re-occurrence of these lower kinds 
of organisms in Upper Silurian, after the Cambrian and the Lower 
Silurian, is not strange ; and we know of the re-occurrence of 
Upper-Silurian Entomostracan species in the Carboniferous strata, — 
for instance, R, intermedia, as mentioned above, and the apparently 
Carboniferous species enumerated in the notice of Mr. J. Smith's 
washings (Geol. Mag. Dec. IL Vol. VlII. p. 75), and known also 
in Mr. G. R. Vine’s collection from Mr. George Maw’s washings of 
the Upper Silurian shales. 

15. Beyrichia tuberoulata (Kloeden). Plate X. Figs. 8, 9, 10. 

Length, 1 and I inch. 

In his papers on the Geology of Arisaig, Nova Scotia, read before the 
Geol.Soc. Lond.|in 1864 and lb70,theRev. Prof. D.Honeyman,D.C.l^.,* 
referred to some Upper-Silurian Entomostraca from that district. 
At p. 344, Q.J.G.S. vol. xx. they were (pioted as Beyrichia pustulosa, 
Hall ; B. cequilatera, Hall, Beyrichia, 2 spp., and Leperditia sinuata, 
Hall. Some specimens from Arisaig left with me by my friend 
Dr. Honey man in 1862 for examination were described in the 
Q. J. G. S. vol. xxvi. p. 492, as being Beyrichia tuherculata (Kloe- 
den) ; B, Wilchensiana, Jones ; B. Maccoyiana, Jones ; and Primitia 
concinna (?), Jones. There are also other Primitice associated with 
the foregoing. One resembles P, ovata, J. and H. They occur more 
or less abundantly in a highly fossiliferous dark-grey limestone. 

Fig. 8 is an inside cast of a right valve, devoid of the test ; the 
main lobe and the postero-dorsal angle are broken. Fig. 9 shows a 
perfect left valve ; and Fig. 10, a fine right valve, still partly im- 
bedded in the matrix along the dorsal edge In the latter the anterior 
lobe is not divided into two as it usually is. 

Probably these specimens may be the same as the form described 
by Prof. James Hall and Principal Dawson as B. pustulosa, Hall 
(“ Canadian Nat. and Geol.” vol. v. p. 158, fig. 19, woodcut ; and 
‘‘ Acadian Geol.” 2nd edition, p. 608, fig. 216, woodcut) ; but I find 
no essential difference between the very fine large specimens before 
me and the Sciindinavian specimens of B, tuherculata described and 
figured in the Ann. N. Hist.” ser. 2, vol. xvi. p. 86, pi. 5, figs. 4-9. 

^ Some other MenieTian fossils have been referred with doubt to Entomostraca, 
TiB.me\j,Ltperditia ? vexata, Hicks. “ Lower and Middle MonsBvian.” 1 think this 
to be a portion of a larval Trilobite. Lvperdttia ? Cambrensis, Hicks. “ Red shales 
of the Longmynd^^ group. This seems to me to be quite indeterminable at pre- 
sent. See Q.J.G.S. xxvii. p. 396, and xxviii. p. 184. 

* Fellow of the University of Halifax, Curator of the Provincial Museum, Pro- 
vincial Geologist, and Professor of Geology to Dalhousie College and University, 
Halifax, Nova- Scotia. 
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16. Bkyriohia Klokdeni, M‘Coy, var. antiquata, Jones. 

Plate X. Fig. 11. 

Length, ^ inch. 

This fine specimen, in Lower-Ludlow Limestone, collected by the 
late Henry Adrian Wyatt-Edgell ^ at Leintwardine, near Ludlow, 
and sent to me for examination, soon after his leaving the Koyal 
Military College, and not long before his lamented death, is a large 
individual of i?. Kloedeni, var. antiquata, retaining a portion only of 
the test. This variety was previously known from the Wenlock 
schists of Montgomery. See “Ann N. Hist.” ser. 2, vol. xvi. p. 167, 
pi. 6, fig. 8. It has also been met with at Blaeberry Burn, Logan- 
water, Lesmahago ; and at Kington, near Ludlow. 

17. BEYRicniA Kloedeni, M‘Coy. Plate X. Figs. 12, 13. 

Length, oV and ^ inch. 

Fig. 12 shows the inside cast of a small left valve of B, Kloecleni, 
in a reddish, sandy, fossiliferous mudstone from the Upper Llando- 
very beds at Howler’s Heath, near Malvern. Collected by the late 

H. A. Wyatt-Edgell, and sent to me with the above. 

Fig. 13 is a very fine and well-preserved right valve, with a 
granulated surface, from the Wenlock Limestone of Benthall Edge, 
Shropshire. It is the form described and figured by Mr. Salter as 
B. tuhercAilata (but it is not Kloeden’s Batfus tuherculatiis) in the 
“ Memoii's Geol. Survey,” vol. ii. part 1, p. 352, pi. 8, fig. 14. This 
I now refer to as Beifrichia Kloedeni, M‘Coy, var. tuherculata (the 
“granulated” variety in “Ann. N. Hist.” ser. 2, vol. xvi. p. 166, 
pi. 6, fig. 9). 

Owing to the full growth of advanced age the front and hind lobes 
are not so distinct in this specimen as in the Fig. 9 just referred to, 
nor as in Figs. 1 and 12 of our present Plate. These conditions are 
found frequently to occur among the somewhat variable group 
typified by B, Kloedeni, M‘Coy. 

Note on the Synonymy of the Chief Forms of British Beyrichia Klovdeni. 

I. Beyrichia Kloedeni typica. 

Beyrichia Klovdeni. M‘Coy, Synops, Sil. Foss. Irplaod, 1846, p. 58, woodnits. 

,, ,, ,, lirit. Pal. Foss. Cambridge, 1851, part 2, fasc. 1. 

p. 135, pi. 1 E. fig. 2. 

„ gihha, Salter, Mem. Geol. Surv. 1848, vol. ii. part 1, p. 352 {gihbosa 

at p. 234), pi. 8, figs. 17, 18. 

,, Kloedeni, Jontis, Ann. N. Hist. 1855, ser. 2, vol. xvi. p. 166, pi. 6, 

fig. 7 (smooth valve); Pal. Biv. Entom., Geol. Assoc. 1869, pp. 11 
and 14, figs. Qa, Gb. 

II. B. Kloedeni, var. tuberculata [Sow. or Salter]. 

Agnosias tuberculatus, Sow. or Salter, in Murchison’s Sil. Syst. 1839, p. 604, 
pi. 3, fig. 17. Not Kloeden*’8 Batins iuhermlaim. 

Beyrichia iuberculuta, Salter, Mem. Geol. Surv. 1848, vol. ii. part 1, p. 352, pi, 
8, tigs. 14, 15. (Fig. 14 has the same form, but no gi*anulation, and may 
have been intended for an internal smooth cast of a tuberculate valve.) 

' This promising young officer of the 59th, and subsequently of the 13th Regt., 
died at Bellast in 1866. 
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Beyrichia tuhercu^ata^ Salter, in Siluria, 1854, p. 234, woodcut 45,4 (1867, 
woodcut 64,4). 

B. Kloedeni (with granulated surface), Jones, Ann. N. H. 1865, ser. 2, vol. xvi. 
p. 166, pi. 6, fig. 9. 

III. Other varieties : — 

B. Kloedeni, var. antiquata^ Jones, Ann. N. H. Uc. cit. fig. 8 ; Pal. Biv. Ent. 
Geol. Assoc. 1869, pp. 12 and 14, fig. 7. 

„ \9iT. pauperata, Jones, Geol. Assoc. 1869, pp. 12 and 14, fig. 8. 

n M intermedia^ Jones, Ihd. fig. 9. 

>> „ subtorosfty Jones, Ibid. fig. 10. 

M ,, iorosa^ Jones, A.N.H. l.c. figs. 10 and 11, 12 (?) ; Geol. Assoc. 

Lc, fig. 11. 

14. Bkykichia Colwallknsis, Holl, MS. Plate X. Figs. 14a, 146. 

Length, of an inch. 

Carapace serai-cordate ; length nearly twice the depth. Dorsal 
margin straight ; ventral margin obliquely curved ; anterior ex- 
tremity pointed ; posterior extremity obli(piely rounded. A sharp 
keel extends from the anterior extremity round the ventral margin 
to the posterior dorsal angle ; and parallel to the keel, and at a 
short distance from it, there is a sharp rim, which extends from one 
dorsal angle to the other. Between this rim and the keel there is 
a narrow groove, which is broadest at the postero- ventral curve, and 
narrows towards each angle, llie lateral surfaces are divided mid- 
way between the two extremities by a broad, rather shallow, sulcus, 
which extends from near the dorsal line half-way across the valve, 
and is bordered on either side by an oval lobe ; the ventral ex- 
tremities of which are connected by a curved ridge, forming a horse- 
shoe-shaped elevation, from which the sides slope gradually towards 
the marginal rim. 

Length, yfHfo ; depth, to oo of an inch. 

Only two examples of this species have been met with : the one 
that is figured, and a small (young) individual, having the same 
characters. 

B. Colwallensts was found by Dr. H. B. Holl, F.G.S., in the shaley 
bands interstratified with the Woolhope Limestone in a quarry below 
the Wych, Malvern, in the hamlet and j)arish of Colwall, whence the 
name of this new species. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATES IX. and X. 

1“^ are from the Middle -Devonian Limestone of Lummaton, 
near Torquay.) 

Fig. h—Ct/prosina Whidhornei, Joikjs, nov. Bight valve. Magnified 2 diameters. 

The antero-dorsal edgts including the Ixiak, is broken in the original 
and not fully restored in the figures }a and U. The little nick at the 
posterior end, caused by a slight crush, was at first mistaken for the 
remains of a beak. 

a. Lateral ; b, dorsal ; c. posterior view. The little nick here is a fracture, 
not the trace of a beak. 

„ 2.— a Whidbormi, Jones, nov. Anterior moiety of a left valve, with beak and 
muscle-spot well preserved. Natural size. 
a. Lateral ; b. anterior view. 
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Fig. 3. — C, Whidhornei^ Jones, nov. Left valve; imperfect in the dorsal region, 
and somewhat crushed at the ventral sulcus. Natural size. 

Lateral ; h, ventral ; c. anterior view. The antero-ventral edge acci- 
dentally protrudes in 3A. 

>) 4. — Folycope iJevouica^ Jones, nov. Left valve. The upper (dorsal) edge 
should he rather less convex in outline. Magn. 2 diam. 
a. Lateral ; b. ventral ; c. anterior view. 

,, 5. — Cyprosina Whidbornei^ VkO\. Hi ght valve. Nat. size. The muscle - 

spot is present, though obscure, at the top of the ventral sulcus. 
a. Lateral ; b. dorsal ; c. posterior view. 

,, 6. — Vyprosis HanwMii^ Jones, nov. Left valve. Nat. size. From the Upper 
Silurian of the Tentland Hills. 
a. Lateral ; b. ventral view. 

n 7 — Cypridina F Internal cast of a right valve. Magn. about 4 diam. From a 
I)ebble of Paheozoic quartzite in the Triassic Conglomerate of Budleigh- 
8alterton, Devon. 
a. Lateral ; b. dorsal view. 

,, 8. — Leperditia F dorsalis (llichter). Inner -cast of a right valve. Magn. 25 diam. 
From the Upper Dc'vonian of Thuringia. 
a. Lateral ; b. ventral view. 

„ 9,—iEn/(mus cnlcnrata (Richter). Inner cast of a left valve. Magn. 25 diam. 
From the Devonian Limestone of Thuringia. 
a. laiteral ; b. ventral view. 

,, 10. — E, calcarata (Ricliter). Lateral view of an internal east of a h'ft valve, 
in jured behind and overlapped by part of another valve. Magn. 25 diam. 
In Devonian scliist, with other Eniomidesy Thuringia. 

,, 11. — Frimitia armala. (Richter F). Inside cast of a left valve. Magn. 25 diam. 

In Ui)per Silurian schist, with Tentaculites, from the Thuriugerwald. 
a. Lateral ; b. dorsal view. 

PLATE X. Figs. 1-6. Upper Silurian Feyrichi(c from the Thuringerwald. 
Magnified 4 diameters. 

Fig. 1. — Beyrichia Kloedeni, ]VI‘(-oy. Cutta-percha mould of a hollow impression 
(external cast) of a right valve. 

,, 2. — B. KUndmi. Internui cast of a right valve, shortened by having been 

squeezed endwise. 

,, 3. — B, H'ilckehsiana, Jones. Inside cast of a right valve. 

a. Lateral ; b. ventral view\ 

,, 4. — B. aj^nis (/), Jones. Inside cast of a right valve. 

,, 5. — B. intermedia (i^), Jones and IIoll. Inside cast of a right (?) valve. 

,, 6. — B, Wdckensi(uia'i Insid(M'ast of a left valvts obliquely squeezed. 

,, 7. — B. Holla ^ Jones, nov. Pyritous iuRiriial cast of the left valve. Magn. 

23 diam. From the ISIemevian Hags of St. Davids, South M'ales. 

,, 8. — B. tulwrcnlata (Kloedeu). Internal cast of right valve, imperfect at the 

autero-dorsal corner and at the 2)osterior lobe. Magn. 11 diam. Upper 
Silurian limestone; Arisaig, Nova-Scotia. 

,, 9. — B. tuberculata (Kloeden). Left valve, well preserved. Magn. 11 diam. 
Arisaig. 

10. — B. tuberculata (Kloeden). Right valve; partly imbedded along dorsal 

edge. Magn. 11 diam. Arisaig. 

11. — B, Ktoedeni, M‘Coy, var. autiquata^ Jones. Cast of right valve, with 

a remnant of the prickly margin of the smooth shell. Magn. 11 diam. 
Ludlow beds of the Upper Silurian; Leintwardine, Shropshire, 
n 12. — B, Kloedrni, Internal cast of a small left valve. Magii. 23 diam. 

Upper Llandovery beds ; Howler’s Heath, Malvern. 

,, 13. B, Kloedeniy var. tuberculata (Salter). Large right valve, well preserved. 
Magn. 23 diam. Wenlock Limestone ; Benthall Edge. 
a. Lateral ; b, ventral view. 

,, 14:.— B. Golwallensis^ HoW MS. nov. Right valve. Magn. 20 diam. M'ool- 
hope shale ; near MulVem. 
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II. — How TO Work in the Archjban Kooks. 

By C. Callaway, M.A., D.Sc. (Lond.), F.G.S. 

T he Archaean (Pre-Carabrian) rocks of Britain have of late years 
received considerable attention, owing partly to the more or 
less complete working out of the younger groups, and partly, 
perhaps, to the fascination which attends a study of peculiar com- 
plexity. Whatever interest attaches to the correlation of formations 
which can be easily identified by their organic remains, or which 
can be traced across country for scores of miles in unbroken lines, 
it will be readily understood that the spirit of inquiry will be 
strongly piqued when it is challenged to construct orderly systems 
out of rock-masses to which the ordinary tests can be but partially 
applied. Yet much has been done towards the establishment of a 
succession amongst these ancient groups. In America, Dr. Sten*y 
Hunt describes six distinct systems. These, taken in descending 
order, are the following : — 

I. Keweenian^ or Copper-bcariiig series of Lake Superior. 

II. Taconian. Perhaps the same as I. 

Ill, Montalban, or Mica-schist s(3ries. 

IV. Htirouiany or Green Mountain series, 

V. Kortan, or liabrudorian. 

VI. Laurentian. 

Some of these groups are undoubtedly established, while others 
are not undisputed ; but should this succession, or the major part of 
it, be ultimately received, it is evident that we shall have, under- 
lying the “bottom rocks ’’ of Murchison, a grouj) of rock systems of 
at least equal value to any of the three great divisions: — Palaeozoic, 
Mesozoic, and Cainozoic. 

Ihe study of these old groups has also made considerable progress 
in the British Islands. Murchison recognized the Laurentian in the 
great gneiss series of the Hebrides and the north-western Highlands, 
and Dr. Holl claims the same antiquity for the metamorphic ridge 
of the Malvern Hills; but the discoveries of Mr. Salter and Dr. 
Hicks at St. Davids have given the chief stimulus to these investi- 
gations. The two recognized formations worked out by Dr. Hicks, 
the Dimetian and the Pebidian, furnish us with a clue to unravel the 
complexities of some other districts. The probable equivalents of 
these groups have been identified in Caernarvonshire. Anglesey is 
mainly occupied by two Archaaan series, one of which is clearly 
Pebidian, while the other, a great gneissic formation, may possibly 
be Dimetian. The Malvern gneiss group has been identified in the 
Wrekin, while the same mountain and many other Shropshire hills 
are mainly built up of bedded lavas and ashes which may be 
Pebidian, and are certainly Archaean. Pebidian rocks occur in the 
Herefordshire Beacon, near Malvern ; and the Charnwood slaty 
series probably belongs to the same group. 

The difficulties attending these investigations are so great that 
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some of the older geologists have expressed much scepticism on the 
possibility of arriving at satisfactory conclusions. At the outset we 
are met by the almost entire absence of fossils. In the British 
Islands not a single organism, or trace of organism, has been 
detected in undoubted Archaean rocks. Besides this, the excessive 
contortion which many of these ancient deposits have undergone has 
sometimes proceeded so far as to invert the succession, the older 
rocks overlying the younger. In some cases metamorphism has 
been so extensive as to entirely obliterate all trace of bedding. To 
crown all, Archman districts are usually shattered by faults, frag- 
ments of various formations being thrown together in the wildest 
confusion, as if the mythical giants who heaped Pelion and Ossa on 
Olympus had been playing at bowls with torn-up fragments of the 
earth’s pavement. Notwithstanding these difficulties, despair of 
success would be fatal to scientific progress, and what has been 
done is a sufficient encouragement to further investigation. It is 
proposed in this paper to examine how far the usual tests of 
geological age are applicable to these altered and broken formations. 

The evidence of organic remains is usually of first importance, but 
here it is rarely applicable. The testimony of Eozoon Cauadense 
will of course occur to every one. But here we are met by tyvo 
questions: 1. “Is Kozoon or^anio?** 2. “If organic, is it charac- 
teristic of any one horizon?” The answer to the first question 
must be, in the writer’s opinion, “ Not proven.” The most eminent 
specialists cannot agree in their conclusions. Writer after writer 
arises witli the assured conviction that he has settled the matter, 
yet the matter refuses to be settled. Whatever may be the ultimate 
conclusion of science — if such a goal be ever reached — it is obvious 
that, so long as the organic nature of Eozoon remains undetermined, 
the structure can possess no decisive value for classificatory purposes. 
But, admitting that Eozoon is a true fossil, is it characteristic of any 
one epoch ? Is it Laurentian, and Laurentian only ? The researches 
of American geologists tend to prove that such is not the case. In 
Hastings County, Ontario, is a great series of “ slates, quartzites, 
conglomerates, and limestones.” These rocks are said to rest 
unconformably upon the edges of both the Laurentian and the 
Iluronian, and the conglomerates contain pebbles supposed to be 
derived from those formations. In the upper part of the series are 
“ fine-grained, greyish, more or less schistose, and earthy limestones, 
containing Eozoon.'' This group is referred to the Taconian, one of 
the higher Archasan formations. This succession was worked out 
by Mr. Yennor, and adopted by Dr. Sterry Hunt. The lithology of 
the rocks is widely different from either the Laurentian or the 
Huronian, and there seems no sufficient reason to doubt their 
posterior age. Accepting this view, the value of Eozoon Canadense 
as a test of contemporaneity is at once destroyed. The late Sir K. I. 
Murchison felt no difficulty in admitting that the fossil might even 
be “Lower Silurian.” When it was announced that Eozoon had 
been found in the serpen ti nous marble of Connemara, he said : — 
“Even if it should be proved that the foraminifer is present, its 
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occurrence would in no wise affect my conclusion that the rock is 
Lower Silurian.” ‘‘Creatures of that low type of life may well 
have lived on from the Laurentian to the Lower Silurian epoch.” 
Without stretching our faith quite so far, we may readily admit that 
such lowly organisms have no very decisive stratigraphical value. 

Besides Eozoorij certain other traces of animal life have been 
quoted from Archasan quartzites and limestones. They are generally 
tracks or perforations such as may have been made by worms 
crawling over the surface of sand or calcareous mud, or boring for 
themselves vertical or curved burrows. Such evidences of life are 
found abundantly in many subsequent fo-rmations, and they do not 
materially differ from the tracks and burrows which abound on the 
sea-shore at the present day. They are therefore of but slight value 
in the correlation of rock-groups. 

We come next to the second test of contemporaneity, order of supers 
position. This also can only be applied in some cases. Inversion is 
not at all infrequent in these old rocks. The beds are sometimes 
bent up into a series of folds, compressed so closely as to be almost 
vertical, and the tops of the arches are thrown over in one direction, 
so that the strata seem to dip regularly to the same point of the 
compass. These phenomena are sometimes seen in Palseozoic or 
even Neozoic formations, but they are much more common in the 
Archaean groups. In the United States large tracts of country are 
occupied by gneiss with a prevailing south-east dip, but really made 
up of numerous parallel folds with their summits thrown over to 
the north-west. The contorted schists of Anglesey display the same 
phenomena. In the region to the north-west of the Menai Straits, 
these repetitions by folding falsely suggest a great thickness of 
strata. The true relations of the beds are only to be ascertained by 
disentangling the complications. The key to the solution of the 
difficulty is the discovery of a grey gneiss underlying the prevailing 
dark green schist of the district. As the strata roll over, the grey 
band is here and there brought up to the surface, flanked on each 
side by the green schist, which is seen to lie on the gneiss in sharp 
synclinal folds, and the thickness, which is not great, can be thus 
ascertained. 

Another difficulty in the application of the superposition test 
is the excessive faulting which Archaean rocks have suffered. In 
some areas, these old formations had been heavily fractured even 
before the Cambrian period, and they have of course been exposed 
to all the dislocations which have subsequently rent the crust. Those 
who are familiar with field-work only in the south or east of Eng- 
land would feel strange on one of the Archaean battle-grounds, where 
fire and water have contended which should most effectually remove 
the traces of the original structure of the rocks ; but the tangled 
maze of faults which have sliced and broken the crust would be 
found the greatest stumbling-block to success. At St. Davids, 
happily, the Lower Cambrian rests upon the upturned edges of the 
Pebidian, and the Archaean age of the latter is thus distinctly proved, 
but such clear evidence of infraposition is rarely to be obtained in 
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this country. In the Malvems, the Archsaan ridge is pushed up be- 
tween a pair of faults, and in no spot do the Cambrian or Silurian 
rocks clearly rest upon the older series. The structure and relations 
of the Wrekin in Shropshire are similar. In Caernarvonshire, 
on Llyn Padarn, near Llanberis, Cambrian conglomerates are in 
contact with an older group, but the junction appears to be a fault. 
In Anglesey, the newer Archaean series, the Pebidian, is faulted 
against both the Cambrian and the gneiss group. 

Nowhere will the student who is fond of faults find a happier 
hunting-ground than in Anglesey. In a morning’s walk, he will 
probably meet with more dislocations than men. The Geological 
Survey Map displays a network of earth -fractures, but where the 
surveyors have put in one, they have sometimes overlooked two. 
The more attentively and closely the ground is studied, the more 
frequently do faults appear. 

The difficulty from faulting may often be overcome by the 
following method. To make the matter clearer, an actual example 
will be taken. In Central Anglesey there is a band of granitoid 


7^/'K 



Fig 1. Section in Central Anglesey, showing proof of the gneissic succession. 


a. Ilalhtlinta. 

b. (hiartz-schist. 

c. Limestone. 


d. Grey gneiss. 

e. Green schist. 

f. Granitoid rock. 

P1,F2, Fault. 


rock (y*), coloured pink on the Survey Map, passing down into a 
dark-coloured schist (e), which rises up into an anticlinal arch (seen 
at the west end of the section. Fig. I), throwing off the granitoid beds 
on both sides. But in this area we can find no strata below the 
schist, and when we follow the rocks towards either the west or 
east, we come to a fault (FI, jP2). However, on searching the ground 
to the east, we light upon the dark schist, forming a parallel band 
about two miles from the granitoid zone. Then working along the 
sea-coast to the west, where the rocks are clearly exposed in the 
cliffs, we see that the dark beds are underlain by a considerable 
thickness of grey gneiss (d), under which is a thin band of cry^stalline 
limestone (c), followed in succession by quartz-schist (6), and, at 
the base of the section, by hallefllnta (a). This brings us back 
again to the faulty (-^2). It might at first sight seem as if this fault 
broke the succession, and that it was useless to pursue the inquiry ; 
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but sucb a conclusion would be premature. It is quite clear that 
the dark schist (e), which is found to th6 east of the fault, is the 
same band as that which underlies the granitoid rock (/) in the 
anticlinal. It therefore forms a link connecting the two areas, and 
enables us to piece together the rocks on each side of the fault into 
a continuous series, a, 6, c, d, e, f. In other parts of Anglesey sections 
have been discovered which confirm this conclusion ; so that the 
gneissic rocks of this shattered district, instead of being regtirded 
as a confused tangle of gnarled schist, are reduced to an orderly 
succession. The method, then, by which we may often obtain 
results in shattered districts is : 

(1) . Ascertain clearly where the faults lie. 

(2) . Find out the succession in the unfaulted areas. 

(3) . Compare the unfaulted areas. If one or more rock-groups are 

common to two or more areas, a satisfactory result may often be 

obtained. 

The test by included fragments is of limited value. It simply 
proves that the beds containing the fragments are newer than the 
rock which supplied the fragments. In the younger formations this 
test is altogether subordinate to the more decisive and precise testi- 
mony of fossils, but where fossils are wanting it is often of great use. 
If we found two formations in proximity, one a quartzite containing 
Pentamerus ohlongus, and the other a shale with Ammonites hifronSy 
we should at once assign the groups respectively to the May Hill 
Sandstone and the Upper Lias. If the shale contained pebbles of 
quartzite resembling the May Hill quartzite, we sliould hardly 
trouble to notice the fact. The pebbles, if really .derived from the 
Silurian quartzite, would only [>rove that the shale was of any age 
between the Silurian and the Recent. 

In studying the Archaean rocks, we often gain a great point if we 
can prove that one group is newer than another. In Shropshire we 
have two striking examples of the value of the test of included 
fragments. Running through the heart of South Shropshire to the 
south-west is a broken chain of wedge-like hills, of which the 
Wrekin and Caer Caradoc are the most prominent. These ridges 
are mainly built up of volcanic ashes and lavas. On both sides they 
are bounded by faults ; numerous formations, from the Lower 
Cambrian to the Lower Trias, being thrown against them. The 
evidence from superposition is therefore indecisive. But in the 
Longmynd (Lower Cambrian) hills, we find massive plum-coloured 
conglomerates made up of pebbles, some of them as large as a child’s 
head, most of which are a purple felstone identical in character with 
one of the common types of the volcanic series. Blum -coloured sand- 
stones overlie and underlie the conglomerates, and these rocks also 
are made up chiefly of grains of the same felstone, with a small 
proportion of quartz. It is thus evident that a considerable part of 
the Lower Cambrian series in Shropshire has been derived from the 
Wrekin volcanic group, which is in this way demonstrated to be 
Pre-Cambrian or Archsean. 

The second example is of equal interest. At the south-western 
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end of the Wrekin ridge is a conical elevation, called Primrose Hill, 
composed of metaraorphic strata, a brick-red granitoid rock, com- 
posed mainly of red felspar and quartz, interbedded with horn- 
blendic gneiss and granulite, being the predominant type. These 
beds dip to the north-east, and seem to pass unconformably beneath 
the volcanic series which dips to the north ; but it is most probable 
that the junction is a fault; and if so, we have no evidence at this 
spot of the relations of the two formations. But at Charlton Hill, 
about two miles to the west, the most satisfactory proof is to be 
found. Striking east and west through the middle of the hill, and 
clearly interbedded with tulfs of the volcanic series, is a most 
interesting conglomerate, containing pebbles of nearly twenty dif- 
ferent varieties of rocks, chiefly metamorphic. Amongst these 
are all the prevailing types found in Primrose Hill, and it is im- 
]X)ssible to avoid the conclusion that the conglomerate was derived 
from a metamorphic group of which Primrose Hill is a denuded 
fragment. Thus the existence of a second Archa3an system in 
Shropshire is proved. As the Primrose Hill beds are probably the 
equivalents of the Malvern gneiss, the Shropshire Archman volcanic 
series is brought into relation with that group. 

Another interesting example occurs in Anglesey. The con- 
glomerates which lie low down in the Cambrian rocks of the island, 
and which, by their fossils, are proved to be of IVemadoc age, are 
mainly derived from two older formations, the gneissio and the 
slaty series. West of Llanfaelog, these conglomerates are associated 
with fossiliferous grits, and contain pebbles of granitoidite, and of 
green and purple slate, with other types common in the two altered 
series, which are thus shown to be Archfean. From such examples 
as these the testimony of included fragments is shown to be of great 
value in certain cases. 

But this test must be used with caution. In volcanic formations, 
conglomerates may be derived from lower beds of the same series. 
If, for exam})le, a stream of lava from Mount i®tna were to reach 
the sea and become consolidated, the waves might undermine the 
newly-formed rock, break up the flillen fragments, and round them 
into pebbles. Thus a shingle-bed would accumulate, and this might, 
by the addition of cementing matter, become a conglomerate. 
Pebbles of quartz or any other rocks which were in the vicinity 
might be mixed up with the lava shingle. If the volcano grew, this 
conglomerate in process of time would probably be covered in by 
new lava-flows, or by beds of ashes ejected from the crater. Such 
conglomerates occur in the Wrekin volcanic series. The pebbles 
are usually a purplish felsite, but a small proportion of them are of 
quartz. These beds are obviously produced by contemporaneous 
denudation, and the included fragments of lava are of no value in 
classifleation. 

{To be concluded in our next Number,) 
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III. On the Ooourrbnoe of Msgaceros Hiberejcus, Owen, in th® 

Ancient Lacustrine Deposits op Ireland ; with Remarks* on 
THE Probable Age op these Beds. 

By W. Williams. 

ri^HE old lacustrine deposits of Ireland do not seem to have 
L attracted so much attention from geologists as they deserve. 
By the old lacustrine deposits, we understand the dried-up lakes at 
present occupied by peat-bogs, with their underlying beds of marl 
and clays. During the past century it was known that in these bogs, 
or in the marl-beds beneath them, were found antlers and bones of 
a gigantic extinct deer, which Professor Owen named Megaceroa 
Sibemicua, and now popularly known as the “ Irish Elk,” * not that 
it was exclusively confined to Ireland, its remains having been found 
in England and Scotland, also in France and Germany, and it is 
even reported to occur in oaves as far east as the Altai Mountains 
in Asia. 

Much of the information we have on the subject is oral or tra- 
ditional, having been obtained from peasant labourers, who (especially 
in the Go. Limerick) have been long employed to collect these re- 
mains for dealers ; hence our knowledge on the subject is vague, and 
in some respects inaccurate. 

We are told that the bones of this great animal are found in the 
bogs of Ireland, the term bog being generally applied to our j>eat 
deposits ; but as far as I know, they have never yet been actually 
found in peat. They are always found in the beds of clay or marl 
which underlie the peat. By some it has ])oen supposed to have 
survived almost down to recent times. Tliirty .years ago some 
Dublin writers even asserted that it was one of the domestic 
animals of the ancient Irish, and was kept to give milk. Another 
idea was that, because its bones were sometimes found in consider- 
able quantities in small lake-basins, it must liave perished in herds. 
Again, where the heads of tliese animals were found totally detached 
from the bones, it was inferred that the bodies had been eaten by 
man, and the heads had been thrown into these small lakes, where 
they were covered up. Or at the time these bogs were marshes, it 
was believed that the animals by some means were mired in them, 
and dying, their bodies sank to the bottom. 

It was generally supposed that the animal was exterminated by 
early man. This may have been so on the Continent ; b\it if it can be 
proved that climatic changes took place in Ireland so as to render 
it unfit for its existence, then it becomes probable that change of 
climate was the cause of its extinction here. Such are a few of the 
vague, and as it appears to me erroneous, ideas entertained on the 
subject. To dissipate these and to establish more correct conclusions 
is the object of this paper. 

In the 3^ear 1876 I was first engaged in explorations. My object 
was not primarily scientific research. Being a Natural History 

^ The term ‘‘Elk’^ is calculated to mislead, as it is not an A Ices or Elk at all, 
but a true Cervus, “ Gigantic Irish Deer’^ would he the more correct name lor it. 



W. Williams — The Megaceron in Ireland. 355 

Preparator, I was desirous to obtain specimens to set up for sale. 
But I was further desirous to know something of the circumstances 
under which these remains were found. As a commercial speculation 
my work was successful. Of the result of my scientific observations 
and conclusions others must judge. In the years 1876-77 I spent 
ten weeks excavating Deer-remains in the bog of Ballybetagh ; 
subsequently I have made similar excavations in the counties of 
Mayo, Limerick, and Meath; so that I am not without some ex- 
perience in this matter. 

It may be premised that these peat-bogs occupy the basins of 
lakes, the deeper hollows of which have long since been silted up 
with marls, clays, and sands, and on this silt or mud the plants 
which produced the peat grew. I find a general resemblance in the 
order of succession of the beds in all the bogs I have examined ; 
variations in the infilling materials and other circumstances will 
account for any local diversity that may exist when comparing one 
locality with another. 

The examination of these deposits is of interest not only on 
account of the remains of these fine animals which they yield, but 
also because I believe these beds afibrd the most reliable record we 
have of the changes of climate that have occurred, not in this country 
alone, but also over the whole northern hemisphere, from the close 
of the great Glacial Epoch to tlie time of the covering up of these 
silted -up lakes by the growth and accumulation of peat. 

In treating the subject we shall describe the Bog of Ballybetagh, 
and| take it as a type of the 1 ;8 throughout the whole country. I 

select Ballybetagh, because it was there I arrived at the conclusions 
here advanced ; and having spent ten weeks in making excavations, 

I have an accurate knowledge of it. It was moreover the scene of 
one of the excursions made by the British Association in 1878. 
Prof. W. Boyd Dawkins refers to the visit in his new book, ‘‘ Early 
]\Ian in Britain ; or IMan’s Place in the Tertiary Period.” 

Ballybetagh Bog is situated in a small valley, lying between some 
outlying hills south-east of the Three Rock Mountains, about nine 
miles south-east of Dublin, at an elevation of about 800 feet above 
the sea-level, and is bounded east and west by low granite hills, the 
valley itself running north and south, where it is intersected by the 
Glencullen river. Two small lakes occupy the bottom of this valley, 
forming something like the figure oo . The larger loop occupies the 
northern end, the smaller one lying towards the south, at a higher 
level, but connected with the northern lake, and receiving its over- 
flow, which it discharges into the Glencullen river. The Megaceros 
remains have been found mostly in the smaller lake. Both of the 
lakes have been silted up, and are now pasture-land. 

Having described the locality, one point is worthy of notice : its 
elevation prevented it from receiving the drainage of any long sweep 
of country ; hence there could not have been a rush of water through 
it, and the clays could not have been imported into it from a 
distance ; consequently they must have been brought down from the 
hills that immediately surround the valley, and, as their suiface 
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would hardly measure more than 1 00 acres or so, the catchment- 
basin for the reception of rainfall was very limited. 


Diagram-section of Ballybetagh Bog, nine miles south-east of Dublin. 



7’= Peat. 

4. Greyisli clay, mineral debris from granitic bills brought down by frost, 
ice, and rain, during the last cold ])eri(Hl. 

0. Brownish clay, with remains of Mtyaerros. 

2. Yellowish -grey clay, almost wholly coTuposed of vegetable matter. 

1. Fine tenacious clay (rec(»nstructed Boulder-clay), without shmes. brought 

down by rain-wash from th<* hills, after the gr<;at Glacial Jhaiod. 

i? = Boulder-clay resting on granite, thickness unknown. 

We shall now describe the appearance of the clays. On makini:^ 
an excavation we first pass throngjh a layer of peat, alioiit two feet 
thick, containing occasionally jirostrate trunks of oak and alder. We 
then enter on a bed of greyish clay, which is marked No. 4 in tlie 
section ; this bed is about thirty inches thick. Beneath this we come 
to a bed of brownish or snuff-coloured clay (No. in which we 
find Megaceros remains. This clay differs in a marked niailtier 
from No. 4, which intervenes between it and the peat, inasmuch 
as it has all the appearance of a true lake sediment, consisting mostly 
of vegetable matter. Under No. M bed we come to No. 2 clay, 
which seems to he composed entirely^ of vegetable matter, as if a 
heavy crop of grass had been mown and sunk to the bottom of the 
lake, and had there been subjected to considerable pressure till it 
became a compact mass, having a yellowish -grey colour, and cutting 
almost like cheese. Lastly, we come to clay No. 1, which forms 
the Rubstratiim of the entire lake-basin. This clay is exceedingly 
tenacious, and it was in tliis clay, as T conceive, that the Megaceros 
got mired ; it is such as is used by brick-makers. Near the margin 
it thins out, but deepens to a considerable thickness near the centre 
of the lake, and rests upon true Boulder-clay. 

Having thus briefly described the argillaceous deposits observed 
at Ballybetagh, and having stated that a general resemblance exists 
between them and those of lake-beds in other parts of Ireland, it 
might be well to notice in what respect they differ. One marked 
difference is that Ballybetagh lies in a granitic district, and all the 
mineral matter is granitic, having been brought down mechanically 
from the surrounding hills. Marls are usually found in the Carboni- 
ferous limestone districts, and result from a chemical dissolution of 
the limestone rocks by carbonic acid brought down with the rain- 
water in solution, and afterwards carried into the lakes there. Parting 
with a portion of its carbonic acid, the lime falls to the bottom, and, 
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mixing with the organic matter, forms marl of different degrees of 
purity, owing to the quantity of clayey matter mixed with it. In 
some instances the solution is taken up by the freshwater mollusca 
to form their shells, which, after their death, accumulate in the 
lakes and becomes shell-marl. In Kildare and Meath the latter is 
more abundant than in the Limerick lake deposits. 

Let us endeavour to trace the history of the silting up of an Irish 
lake, taking Bally betagh as an example. Going back to the close 
of the great Glacial Epoch, let us examine the state of things that 
then existed, taking this as our starting-point. 

It is an admitted fact among geologists that at the time of the 
great Glacial Epoch, or as Dr. Geikie calls it “the Great Ice Age,” 
the whole surface of the Northern hemisphere was covered with 
immense glaciers, which, like those of the Arctic regions at the 
present day, moved over the land, but were even more extensive. 
Some writers affirm that they must have been miles deep at the pole, 
but thinned off down to the 40th degree of latitude. There is evidence 
that they flowed over the “ Three Rock Mountains,” 1200 ft. high, 
only two miles from the bog that has been described. This tre- 
mendous moving force ground down the rocks of the country, leaving 
scorings on them which can be seen at the present day. To this 
grinding force we are indebted for the mineral ingredients of our 
soils, consisting as they do of pulverized rocks. 

In the case of Ballybetagh a glacier, or a part of the ice-flow, 
seems to have passed over a hill that lies to the north-west of the 
valley, and, descending it, displaced the matter that previously 
occupied the hollow and pushed it on towards the south-east, leaving 
at its exit a bank or dam of Boulder-clay, so that the waters of the 
lake were kept at a higher level than that of the bog at present. 
The old water-line can still be traced along the hill-sides. Here 
we have a lake formed ; the surrounding slopes, after the climate 
became milder, and tlie glaciers were melted away, were covered 
with a coating of tenacious Boulder-clay, full of eiTatic and loose 
stones. 

During the thaw the climate was intensely humid. The valleys 
were filled with turbid water, and the raintall, acting on a land- 
surface perfectly denuded of vegetation, brought down the fine 
particles of the Boulder-clay into the lake, leaving the gravel on 
the hills, so that in the lake-bed we have a sort of geological 
])aradox. Boulder-clay witliout Boulders.' This process, no doubt 
going on for a long period, fullj^ accounts for the deep bed of tough 
clay No. 1. It seems to have been the clay in which the Megaceros 
got mired and trapped, similar natural traps being spread over the 
country wherever these lakes occur. 

Clay No. 2 can hardly with propriety be called a clay. It is, as 
stated, a bed of pure vegetable remains, that has been ages under 
pressure. As the climate improved, and the cold of the Glacial 
period had passed away, vegetation commenced in the bottom of the 

* This would properly be described as reconstructed Boulder-clay. 
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lakes, evidenced by the luxuriant bed of vegetable matter which we 
find resting on the fine Boulder-clay rain-wash just noticed. The 
total absence of the latter clay No. 1 in this vegetable bed indicates 
dryness of climate ; the summers must have been unusually warm and 
dry, and favourable to vegetation. Such summers may well have 
brought back oiir flora and fauna to places where now their remains 
are found. Probably at this time the Hippopotamus and Bhinoceros 
made their way into Yorkshire, and the Lion and Hyoena left their 
bones in the caves of England. 

The reclothing of these lands with vegetation must have been an 
exceedingly protracted process. The hills were covered with stones 
and rock-debris, the soil was destitute of humus or decayed vegetable 
matter, in winter a pasty clay, in summer like a sun-dried brick. 
The total absence of all seeds of plants, ages of low tempera- 
ture, and the grinding of immense glaciers, had utterly destroyed 
all traces of vegetation, except of arctic plants, which may have 
existed in some favoured spots. The only vegetation suited to this 
state of things would be Cryptogamic plants ; lichens and mosses 
would diffuse their spores most rapidly ; the growth and death of 
these, combined with atmospheric influences, would in the lapse of 
years ameliorate the soil, and prepare it for the grasses, etc., which, 
by their light seeds and rapid growth, would soon diffuse themselves 
and cover the land with prairie. Whilst this was going on the 
luxuriant vegetable growth was proceeding in the lakes, leaving the 
plant-bed forming Clay No. 2. 

About this time the Megaceros ay>peared in Ireland. For resting 
on this vegetable bed we first find its remains. How long it may 
have previously existed on the Continent I will not say : it may have 
lived in pre-GrIacial times, and escaped extinction by migrating 
south ; it is its presence here with which we have to do ; the 
geographical conditions which made it possible for it to reach Ireland 
I will not attempt to discuss here. The question now arises, “How 
did it get drowned?” It may have gone into the lakes to escape 
wolves, or possibly to escape man ; but the evidence of the presence 
of man with the Megaceros in Ireland is very slender indeed ; the 
finding of human bones stated to be associated with those of the 
Megaceros in the small cave at Cappagh, Co. Waterford, looks like 
it, but is not considered conclusive. 

It may be that the animals w-ent into the lakes to wallow, as is 
usual with Deer, or it may have been that the animal, when passing 
over the country, boldly ventured to ford the rivers or swim across 
small lakes, it was easy onough to get into the lake ; but when it 
swam across and attempted to get out at a shore having an incline 
of nearly 45 degrees, composed of ‘tough clay above 6 feet deep 
(we know not how much more ^ ) which lined the lake-basin, into 
which when their small feet were thrust, no bottom could be found, 
the more they plunged and struggled the worse they became, 
till at last the heavy antlers (60 or 70 pounds in weight) pressed 

^ An iron rod, ten feet in length, pressed through this clay found no bottom rock. 
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tlie nose of the animal under water and so ended its life. It may be 
objected, ‘‘ If this theory be true, we ought to find the shanks of the 
animal sticking in the stiff clay described.” This does not follow. 
Suppose the animal did remain in this position for a few days, the 
motion of the waters of the lake, acted upon by the wind, would sway 
the body to and fro, causing the water to penetrate around the legs 
of the deer in the tough clay, whilst the gases developed by putre- 
faction in the animal’s body would render it buoyant and tend to raise 
it bodily off the bottom, whilst the lake, swelled by rain, would add 
its lifting power and soon draw the legs out of the clay, and the 
body would be left free to drift before the wind to the lee-side 
of the lake, its head hanging down would take the ground towards 
the margin and get fastened by its heavy antlers in the stiff 
clay, and thus would serve to moor or anchor the whole animal in 
position till putrefaction had caused the integuments of the neck to 
separate from the body. 

During the previous 30 years nearly 100 heads, good and bad, 
had been found in this small bog, and scarcely six skeletons. The 
question naturally arose : “ What had become of the bones ? ” One 
gentleman said that they had been washed down to the centre of the 
lake, and would be found there. I tried the centre, sinking 13 feet, 
and all I got was one rib. Another gentleman, more facetious, said 
that “ evidently the animal had the trick of dropping off its head 
and running away from it.” I was greatly puzzled to account for 
its absence, when one day I remembered that in almost every in- 
stance 1 had found the atlas vertebra imbedded beside the head. 
It at once occurred to me that, being so firmly attached to the back 
of the skull, it resisted decay longer ; but when the integuments of the 
neck had sufficiently putrefied, they parted with the strain on them, 
the axis slipped out of the atlas, it being the least firm point of 
attachment, and the gas-inflated body floated away, and was carried 
by the current clean out of the lake to a lower lake or river, or even 
down to the sea. 1 believe that this floating theory meets all the 
requirements and facts of the case. 

In the Limerick bogs the skeletons, or some portions of them, are 
often found with the heads ; this is owing to the shallowness and 
want of current in the lakes in that district; there was not depth 
enough of water to float away the great carcase with its long legs 
hanging down. In one instance I found all the logs of one animal 
with the head : the trunk having apparently floated awa 3 ^ 

Surrounding and overl^ung the remains we find the brown clay 
(No. 3) ; it is usually from three to four feet deep, and is, as I have said, 
a true lake sediment, having a good proportion of vegetable matter 
interstratified with seams of clay and fine quartz sand, brought 
down by heavy rainfall from the hills; it seems to represent a 
genial or temperate climate, such as we have at present. The four 
feet of deposit seems to re]>re8ent the time of the reign of the 
Megaceros in Ireland ; but this, considering the superficial extent of 
the bog, must contain hundreds of tons of the clay in question, and 
may represent a long period. Thus it lived, the climate mild, the 
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soil by this time fertile ; it had few, if any, human enemies : if such 
did exist, they were armed with poor weapons. The Tiger, the Lion, 
and the Hyama were absent, for their remains have not been found 
in this island. The largest predatory animal was the Wolf, which 
could hardly cope with this great beast. It had extensive prairies 
to roam over, it multiplied freely, having no drawback except the 
combativeness of the males at certain seasons, and the chance of 
getting drowned occasionally in the lakes — by this happy accident 
insuring for itself a resting-place in museums all over the world. 

The growth of the wide- spreading antlers of the animal is worthy 
of notice. They weigh on an average 60 lbs. ; they were of course shed 
annually, as in other deer; about four months, say 120 days, was 
occupied in the growth of the new antlers after the fall of the old 
ones; hence 8oz., that is, half a pound, of phosphate of lime must 
have been secreted or deposited by the blood of the animal each day 
of the period to build up these grand defences ; the wonder is how 
the blood could supply so vast a mass of new material in so brief 
a space of time. 

It has been assumed by some that the animals perished in herds 
in the lakes ; but we have no evidence whatever of this. A number 
being found together does not prove it. On the contrary, they may 
have been the accumulation of centuries. The different age of the 
antlers seems to prove that they died singly. We sometimes find 
a head with the tracks of the blood-vessels of the antlers as sharp as 
if it had come out of the ‘‘velvet” but yesterday ; this individual 
died about August, just as the antlers were finished. Again I have 
found beside it antlers well worn and polished, as if it had died in 
the winter. Again I have found shed-antlers that must have fallen 
about April. I3ut I never found a skull from which the antlers had 
fallen because, after dropping them, he may, being so much lighter, 
have managed to get out of the tenacious lake clay. Female skulls 
are rarely met with ; either they were more timid in swimming 
lakes, or having no antlers they may have struggled out, or the care 
of their young prevented their keeping company with the males in 
the summer season, when they were most likely to get into the lakes 
to bathe. 

Having treated the light brown clay (No. 3) which surrounds 
and covers up the Megaceros remains, we now come to the greyish 
clay which overlies the latter and underlies the peat. This bed I 
consider of great importance, as it seems to indicate a change of 
conditions of deposit and a marked change of climate. 

Clay No. 3 appears to be, as I have said, an ordinary lake settle- 
ment. The line of separation between it and the overlying bed is 
pretty sharp and well defined. It was quite usual for the workmen, 
when the point of their spades touched this clay, to say, “ There is the 
brown;” for we had been taught by experience that the remains of 
the great deer were not to be expected in the grey clay No. 4. This 
line of separation is to be found in every part of the bog — it is ap- 
parently an invariable line. In describing the bog I said it occupied 
two depressions making originally two small lakes in form like the 



TT. WUliam% — The Megaceros in Ireland, 361 

figure 00 ; when we sink in the northern bog or lake, we do not find 
this bed of clay, but we find its equivalent, a bed of gravel, out of 
which the flow of water washed and carried forward the finer 
particles and deposited them in the southern lake from year to 
year over the sediment or brown clay (No. 3), and thus formed the 
bed No. 4, which is about from 30 inches to 3 feet deep, containing 
hundreds of tons of nearly •pure argillaceous mineral matter, such 
as might be used })y the potter. I have said that it indicates 
a marked change in climate, from mild and genial to one of 
almost arctic character, when the British Islands in their elevated 
]>ortions were perhaps covered with perpetual snow, when the 
Musk-ox, Keindeer, and other Arctic animals ranged down to the 
soutli of France, and when our coasts were probably occupied 
by the Esquimaux or a similar race. It is just such a clay as 
might bo produced by the milky or muddy water that flows from 
beneath a glacier; but, lest it should 1^ said that I am assuming 
what is not proved, it may be as well to assign some reasons for 
my views. 

I infer it is a glacial clay, because of its nature and texture. It is 
purely mineral, or nearly so, and must have been produced from the 
granitic hills on either side of the valley by the disintegrating action 
of frost and ice. 

I infer it is glacial from its quantity. The bod is nearly three feet 
thick, spread over about three acres. Why did not this mineral matter 
come down in like quantity all the time of the deposit of the clay 
bed No. 3 which underlies it? Sinqdy because during the genial 
conditions which then existed the hills were everywhere thickly 
covered with vegetation ; when the rain fell, it soaked into the 
soil, and the clay, being bound together by the roots of the grasses, 
was not washed down ; just as at the present time, when there is 
hardly any degradation of these hills taking place. 

Lastly, I infer ice-action from having in my possession antlers of 
the Megaceros actually scored like a striated boulder. The underside 
of the antler was firmly embedded in the marl, and has no marks ; 
the upper side was exposed to the grinding action of ice, with coarse 
sand frozen to its under surface, this miniature glacier must have 
passed over the antler, and made the scorings in question. 

In this glacial bed I found the antler of a Keindeer ; what but 
arctic conditions would have brought this animal so far south ? 

Nor can I account for the broken state of the Megaceros remains, 
unless from pressure of groat masses of ice on the surface of the 
clays in whidh they were imbedded, the wide expanse of the palms 
of the antlers exposing them to pressure and liability to breakage, 
and even in many instances when there was twelve or fourteen inches 
in circumference of solid bone almost as hard and sound as ivory it 
was snapped across. I have been told that a rush of water tumbling 
the heads over each other, would do this, but it has been stated that 
the elevation of the valley precluded the possibility of its receiving 
a river of such force as to produce such effects ; moreover the state 
of the teeth shows the incorrectness of this idea. In every instance 
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I found the edges of the deer’s teeth as shai'p as if the animal had 
died but yesterday ; there are no marks of their having been water- 
worn ; hence I conclude that nothing but the pressure of ice will 
account for the breaking of the Megaceros antlers. As a rule, those 
Ibund near the surface are those most broken ; when found deeper 
down, they are much less so, the thick layer of clay having pro- 
tected them. 

Whether these conditions can be referred to a Glacial period 
may be questioned ; we have no standard to judge by. No doubt it 
was far less rigorous than the “Great Ice Age”; but it should be 
remembered that then, as now, the climate of Ireland was not so 
severe as that of Scotland, England, or the Continent, and if we 
could make this time synchronous with the period of severe cold on 
the Continent, or in Scotland, we have evidence sufficient to prove 
that it might properly he called a glacial period. Whether it caused 
the extinction of the Megaceros in Ireland may be questioned. It is 
a subject that cannot be proved. All we can do is to arrive at a 
strong probability. The total absence of human implements or 
remains in these clays goes far to prove that man had hardly 
appeared in Ireland ; hence it is highly improbable that the Mega- 
ceros was exterminated by man ; but when we find that in no 
instance has it been found in the peat, nor have I ever found it in 
this glacial clay No. 4, then it becomes highly probable that this 
bed of clay marks the limit of the existence of the Megaceros in 
Ireland, no doubt by this time insulated, so that it could not have 
escaped by migration. 

Probably a dam existed at the south end of the lake. This was 
afterwards cut through by ice, thus draining both the lakes. No 
evidence remains of the dam, except the old water-line several feet 
higher along the hill-sides. Thus the lake had not only been silted 
up, but had been naturally drained and afterwards left brim full of 
alluvium, in fact a swamp, in which Sphagnum, Equisetacem and other 
marsh plants could grow and lay the foundation of a true peat-bog. 

After examining Ballybetagh, I was anxious to explore other bogs, 
to ascertain if they would tell the same story. The next one visited 
was Craggah near Balia, Co. Mayo. It is 150 miles from the former 
place. Here I found perfect accord in the appearance and order of 
the beds, first the tough bottom clay, in which the animals were mired, 
the marl bed in which it is found, and the glacial bed just under the 
peat, just as at Ballybetagh, with this difference, that instead of being 
greyish, it is a chocolate-brown, as it was derived from the Coal- 
measures at the upper end of the valley. Seeing this accord in the 
deposits in places 150 miles apart, I was led to seek for a general 
cause, and concluded that the cause was not a local one, but due to 
climatic changes wide in their operation. The next year I visited 
several bogs in Co. Limerick, with similar results ; they confirmed 
me in my conclusions, that in these deposits we have a reliable 
record of the changes of climate which have occurred from the times 
of the deposition of the boulder-clays, and till the peat-bogs began 
to grow over and cover up the old lake-basins. 
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As far as I Lave seen, the reclothing of the country by forest after 
the denudation of the “ Ice ago,” made little progress till near or 
after the times of the peat. In the lower deposits of the lake-beds I 
never found any timber nor met with the Megaceros remains. In the 
glacial beds just under the peat, I have found some branches ; but in 
the peat, as is well known, ti’ees are of common occurrence ; nor is 
it surprising that prairie should precede forest growth by a very long 
period.^ 

Thus, having traced the silting up of an Irish lake, and the 
probable changes of climate that an examination of the clays con- 
tained therein indicate, we find : — 

1st. A cold wet climate, as marked by clay No. 1, which was 
evidently washed from the hills in the great thaw ; it is a pure rain- 
wash or glacial fluviatile clay. 

2nd. A dry and warm period, which succeeded the former, marked 
by the accumulation of the bed of vegetable matter found in the 
very bottom of these lakes, during the growth of which the land 
probably became covered with prairie. 

3rd. A mild and genial climate, during which the Megaceros ap- 
peared in Ireland, leaving the bones of drowned individuals in the 
lakes, where we find them surrounded and covered up by the brown 
clay No. 3. The drowning appears to have been caused by the animals 
having mired or stuck fast in the thick tenacious clay No. 1. 

4th. Another glacial period, indicated by the greyish clay described 
as No. 4, ice-action or frost and thaw bringing it down from the hills, 
thus filling the lakes, afterwards by the lowering of their level and 
making the surface of the clays fit for the peat plants to root in. 
The cold of this period having probably exterminated the Megaceros 
in Ireland. 

I believe it will be found that these clays are a key to the changes 
of climate that have occurred in the northern hemisphere from the 
great Glacial period up to the times of the peat and forest growths. 

2, Dame Street, Dublin. 

1 In a letter to the writer from Dr. James Geikie, F.R.S., F.G.S., of the 
Geological Sinvey of Scotland (author of a work entitled “The Great Ice Age,” 
etc., one of our highest authorities on glacial questions), this eminent geologist 
writes as follows: — “Perth, 1st January, 1880, .... As I told you in former 
letters, I was not prepared to believe that your marls and peat with Mcfjaceros 
could be older than the last cold phase of the ice-age. I thought then, and think 
still, that they are all Post-Glacial — in the sense of being later than the last big 
ice-sheet. But I think you are right iu supposing that cold conditions of climate 
succeeded to the period when the Megaceros liv(K:l in Ireland.” . . . . “ You will 
see from my paper that your Megaceros comes into the ‘ Age of Forests,’ and that 
the beds immediately overlying the p(?at will most likely be of the same age as our 
coarse clays, with Greenland whale, and the latest local, or vaUey- glaciers — a climate 
probably approaching to that of Northern Norway.” 

The writer believes the Megaceros lived before the forest-period in Ireland, just 
as it existed previous to the growth of the Peat- bogs. 
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IV. — The Glaciation of the Shetland Isles. 

Reply to IMr. Milne Home’s Criticisms in the May Number of the Geol. Mao. 

By B. N. Peach, F.R.S.E., F.G.S. ; and 
John Hokne, F.R.S.E., F.G.S. 

I N the May Number of the Geological Magazine, Mr. Milne 
Home expresses anew his doul)ts about our conclusions on the 
glaciation of Shetland, laying special emphasis on the discordance 
between the statements of Mr. C. W. Peach and ourselves. He also 
cites Dr. Hibbert and Mr. Kussell as to the position of certain 
boulders which, he considers, are at variance with our conclusions. 
In his recent criticisms, Mr. Milne Home still displays a curious 
misapiirehension of many of the facts bearing on this question ; 
besides he has committed a serious error in making allowance for 
the magnetic variation, on the strength of which lie tries to establish 
a discordance between the trend of the ice-nuirkings as given by 
Mr. C. W. Peach and ourselves, in Unst and the Outskerries of 
^Vhalsay. 

We now desire to show (1) that there is no discordance between 
the trend of the ice-markings recorded by Mr. Peach and ourselves 
in Unst ; (2) that the supposed ice-movement from the liills in the 
north of Unst against ‘‘the W.N.W., end ” of the Heog Hill, which 
was advocated by Mr. Peach in 1 mS(> 4, and now abandoned by him, 
is completely disproved by the direction of the striee, and more par- 
ticularly by the dispersal of the stones in the Poulder-claj^ in that 
neighbourhood ; (3) that there is no discordance between the direc- 
tion of tlie strife recorded by Mr. Peach and some of those noted 
hy ourselves in the Outskerries of Whalsay ,* (4) that with the 
exception of the blocks of actinolite schist on Papa Stour, which, 
according to Hibbert, could only have come from Ilillswick, the 
various erratics cited by Mr. Milne Home may be satisfactorily 
accounted for by the theory advocated in our paper. 

1. In our previous communication, wo published a letter from 
Mr. C. W. Peach, in which he stated explicitly that no allowance had 
been made for magnetic variation in his observations, which 
accounted for the discordance so far as the mere trend of the ice- 
markings is concerned. With reference to this })oint Mr. Milne 
Home says, “ Messrs. Peach and Horne, commenting on this letter, 
observe, that when allowance is made for magnetic variation, Mr. 
Peach’s bearings would be not W.N.W. as stated by him, but 
‘ nearly E. and W. as noted by us.’ Tliis remark I don’t under- 
stand ; for as the compass in Shetland in the year 1S64 stood 24^^ to 
the west of true north, Mr. Peach’s observations by true bearing 
indicate N.W., and not due E. and W.” 

Mr. Milne Home has here committed an error in his calculations 
amounting to about 46°. The error is perfectly obvious to any one 
who gives a moment’s thought to the subject, but we have made the 
following calculations to make it transparent at a glance. In 1864 
(the year in which Mr. Peach, sen., visited Shetland) the compass in 
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those islands pointed to the west of true north.^ It follows 

therefore, that, 

Magnetic N. = N. 24^“ W. true. 

Magnetic N.N.W. =N. 47“ W. true, or nearly N.W. true. 

Magnetic N.W. =N. 69i“ W. true, or W. 20^° N. true. 

Magnetic W.N.W. = W.“2° S. true. 

Magnetic W. = W. 244“ true. 

Mr. C. W. Peach recorded striations only from one locality in 
Unst, viz. on tlie south side of Haroldswick Pay on tlie east coast 
running W.N.W., and E.S.E. (rna^^notic).- From the foregoing 
table it will be seen that in 18G4 W.N.W. magnetic =W. 2^^ S. 
true, or nearly E. and W., as noted by us. There is therefore no 
discordance between us so far as the mere trend of the ice-marlcings at 
that locality is concerned. The ice which produced these markings 
must have come from the east or west. IMr. Peach inferred that the 
movement had been from the west, and this leads us to discuss the 
evidence he adduced in sup})ort of this contention. 

2. In addition to the striae in Haroldswick Bay, the only 
evidence advanced in his papers, in 1865, was the glaciated appear- 
ance ])resented by “the W.N.W. end” of the Heog Hill, which is 
thus described. On reaching the top of the Heog Hill (about 500 
feet), he found “ tlie W.N.W. end, vertical and polished to the 
depth of at least 150 feet. The hills to the north of Heog Hill slope 
down towards it ; and down these, no doul)t, the crushing agents 
came. The vertical and storm side of Heog Hill had evidently 
resisted a portion of the destroyer, and turned the greater part on 
its western flank, and thus the main body passed down the valley 
towards Haroldswick, as evinced by the greater destruction there 
than on the eastern side.” 

A careful examinati».)n of that tract conclusively shows that Mr. 
Peach was misled by the glaciated appearance of “ the W.N.W. end” 
of the Ileog Hill ; indeed there can be little doubt that if he had 
found time to examine the ground minutely, he would have had no 
occasion now to regret “ the oversight and neglect of the warnings 
of Hammer and Wat lea” referred to in his letter. A slight know- 
ledge of the geological structure of the ground enables us to explain 
the origin of the steep rock slope described by Mr. Peach. From 
the south shore of Haroldswick Bay westwards to the Loch of Cliif 
and Baliasta there is a ridge of hilly ground composed of serpentine 
about two miles in length. The Crusafield FTill forms the western 
termination of the ridge near the Loch of Cliif, while the Muckle 
and Little Heog Hills are situated near Haroldswick Ba 3 ^ On the 
west, north-west, and north sides there is a steep declivity, but to 
the east and south-east, the gradient is gentle. The boundary-line 
between the serpentine and soft schists lying to the north and 
west runs from Norwich Bay on the east coast to Baliasta, skirting 
the north-west and west slopes of this hilly gnmnd. This boundary- 

1 The true direction was 24" 35', which is, roujrhly speaking, 244". This applies to 
the middle of the group. Northwards from this there was a slight increase and 
southwards a decrease iu a regular ratio. 

* See Geol. Mag. 1865, p. 343. 
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line is coincident with a well-marked hollow, which is due to the 
fact that the soft schists which dip beneath the serpentine have 
succumbed more readily to the denuding agencies, thus causing 
the serpentine to weather backwards as a steep escarpment. In 
short, the steep rock slope dates from Pre-glacial times. Further, 
tlie whole of that steep declivity is glaciated, but not more so than 
tlie east or south-east slopes or the tops of the hills. The whole 
ridge is motitonneej and after careful searching the only striations 
noted by us occur on the east and south-east slopes pointing W. 8^- 
10^ S., nearly parallel with the long axis of the ridge. Mr. Peach 
inferred that the ice moved southw^ards from the hills lying to the 
north of the Heogs, evidently referring to the hills round Saxavord, 
till it abutted against the steep rock slope and was deflected east- 
wards into Harolds wick Bay. But such a supposition does not ex- 
plain the glaciated appearance of the tops of the Heogs or the strioe 
running parallel with the ridge on the south-east slope. Moreover, 
it is directly disproved by the trend of the striee on the eastern 
sea-board north of Haroldswick Bay. On the clifi' top of the 
Nivv Hill, at a height of 500 feet by aneroid measurement, we 
found stride pointing W. 10° S. which, it may be observed, are iden- 
tical with those on the south-east slope of the Heogs. Again, near 
the village of Norwich the trend is W. 20° S. Both of these localities 
are situated immediately to the east of the lino of the supposed 
movement from the hills lying to the north of the Heogs. We shall 
point out presently, that the westerly movement indicated by the 
striae on the Nivv Hill and at Norwich is placed beyond doubt by 
the dispersal of the stones in the Boulder-clay ; but we will now 
quote the various examples of striated surfaces noted by us in Unst 
in order to show that they clearly indicate a uniform and persistent 
movement across the island in a W. and W.S.W. direction. 

"W. 20° S. On shore near Xorwick Old Church, near IVorwick flay. 

20“ S. On extreme south-east point iiu’losin*'' iVorwick hay — Fast coast. 

AV. 10“ S. On shore, top of clifi' oOO feet high, JS'ivv Hill ,, ,, 

North shor<i of Haroldswick hay. ,, ,, 

W. Haroldswick hay. ,, „ 

AV. 10° S. On shore, top of cliff, north side of Swina Ness. ,, ,, 

AA'". 10° S. On shore, south side of fiswiua Ness. ,, ,, 

AV. 10° S. N ear previous locality. ,, ,, 

AV. 8° S. East slope of the Heogs. 

AV. 10° S. South-east slope of the Heogs, above road leading to Ilagdale. 

AV. 10° S. In burn near Huticss House, halta Sound. 

AV. 10° S. On shore near Hammer, halta Sound. East coast. 

AA^. .5° N. On shore at south entrance of halta Sound. ,, ,, 

AV. 20° S. On shore opposite halta Sound. ,, ,, 

AV. 12° S. On shore opposite north end of Huna Island. „ ,, 

AV. On shore opposite south end of Huna Island. „ ,, 

AV. 6° S. East slope of A'ord Hill. 

AV. 20° S. On shore north of old Castle of Muness. East coast. 

S. 42° AV. I Cross-hatches, on shore east of Muness hamlet, south-east promontory 
W. 4° S. ] of Unst. 

'As there was a strong local deflection of the compass amounting to about 25° at 
this point, the proper direction of these striations was obtained from a party of 
the Ordnance Survey, who were at work near the spot at the time they were noted. 
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W. 1 0° S. A few yards south of previous instance. 

W. 30’ S. On shore near Lund, north of lielraont. South coast. 

W. 30® S. At Houlon Ness. West coast. 

W.N.W. Near Collaster. ,, ,, 

From this list it is apparent that the ice-markings must have been 
produced by ice moving in a determinate direction along a W. and 
W.S.W. line. There is only one exception, at Collaster, which 
harmonizes with the north-westerly trend on the west side of Yell 
and the Mainland. Indeed, when we consider that the striae occur- 
ring at a height of 500 feet agree with those found on hill slopes 
and at the sea-level, it is impossible to escape the conclusion that 
the agent which produced them must have pressed uniformly on 
hill and valley, along the lines indicated by the striae. 

But the supposed ice-movement from the hills round Saxavord 
against “the VV.N.W. end” of the Hoog Hill is also disproved by 
the dispersal of the stones in the Boulder-clay. On the west side 
of the Saxavord Hill, overlooking Burra Fiord, a deposit of Boulder- 
clay occurs at a height of 300 feet above the sea. The deposit is 
about fifty feet thick. A considerable proportion of the included 
stones consists of the characteristic hornblendic granite of Lamba- 
ness and Scaw, about two miles to the east of Saxavord Hill. This 
rock is easily recognized on account of its porphyritic character ; the 
pink felspar crystals measuring upwards of two inches in length. 
In our paper we pointed out that “ere these granite fragments could 
liave readied this position along the path line indicated by the striae, 
they must liave been transported in the moraine profonde across the 
shoulder of Saxavord Hill, where it attains a height of GOO feet ; 
wliereas none of the Lambaness granite occurs in situ at a greater 
height than 150 feet.” 

Moreover, it was clearly pointed out in our paper that a careful 
examination of the stones in the Boulder-clay on the west coast 
proves beyond all jiossibility of doubt that the ice must have crossed 
Unst from the North Sea to the Atlantic. Between Woodwick and 
Wick Bay striated blocks of gabbro and serpentine occur in this 
deposit, which have been Cvarried across the intervening water-shed 
nearly 700 feet high. We showed that the relative distribution of 
the gabbro and serpentine stones in this deposit on the west coast 
is in direct proportion to the respective areas occupied by these 
rocks on the east side of the water-shod. The occMirrenoe of these 
blocks in the sections referred to cannot be disputed. Indeed, our 
observations have been confirmed by Prof. Helland, of Christiania, 
who arrived at similar conclusions regarding the westerly iiiovement 
of the ice in Unst.^ Mr. Peach’s traverses did not extend to the 
west coast, but he noted the occurrence of striated serpentine stones 
in the Boulder-clay at Loch Watlea, to the loest of the serpentine 
area.* There is little wonder that this fact puzzled him very much 
at the time, considering the hypothesis he adopted after a rapid 
examination of only a portion of the island. It is physically 

1 Zoitschrift der Deutschen goologischen Gesellscliaft, Jalirgang 1870, p. 716. 

» * Geol. Mag. Feb. 1881, p. 67. 
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impossible that ice coming from the north or west could transport 
blocks of porphyritic f^ranite in the Boulder-clay, from the north- 
eastern headlands of Unst to the west slope of Saxavord Hill, or 
striated stones of serpentine and gabbro to the west of the areas 
occupied by these rocks. When the foregoing facts were laid before 
Mr. 0. W. Peach, in the suniiner of 1878, he readily perceived the 
conclusive nature of the evidence regarding the westerly flow of the 
ice in Unst, and he frankly admitted that he had been misled by 
the glaciated appearance of “ the W.N. W. end ” of the Heog Hill. 
In the words of his recent letter, though he noticed the bearings of 
the stria3 right, he was wrong as to the direction of the drift. 

3. Mr. Milne Home further says: “Unst, however, is not the 
only island where a discordance exists between Mr. Peach’s observa- 
tions of the stria3 and those of Messrs. Peach and Hoime. Mr. 
Peach, senior, examined Whalsay, a small island situated a few 
miles to the east of the Mainland, and therefore one of the first 
spots which would be passed over by the alleged Scandinavian Ice- 
sheet. Messrs. Poach and Horne say of this island that, on both 
sides of it, there are striations, showing an average movement 
towards S. 28"" W. On the other hand, Mr. Peach, senior, says that, 
not satisfied with taking the direction of the strice at places where 
he found the rocks exj)Osed, be removed the drifted clay and stones, 
in order to obtain a fresh surface ; and the scratches at all the places 
(he sjiys) ^ run nearly east and west,’ — which, by true bearings, 
would be E.S.E. and W.N.W. Here, again, is discordance between 
]\Ir. Peach, senior, and the authors of the j>aper.’* 

This passage is an exmnjde of the curious misapprehension of the 
facts, of which we complain. The alleged discordance is utterly 
groundless. INlr. IMilne Home here confounds Whalsay with the 
Outskcrries of Whalsay, which lie al)Out five miles to the E.N.E. of 
that island. In ])oiiit of fact, Mr. lY^ach, senior, never examined the 
glacial phenomena of Whalsa}^ at all, but he visited the Outskcrries. 
Besides, Mr. Milne Home makes another serious error, amounting 
to about 46"^, in making allowance for the magnetic variation. Mr. 
Peach states in his paper that he found stria^i only at two localities 
in the Outskcrries, which “ran E. and W.”‘ (magnetic). By 
referring to the table on a preceding page, it will be seen that in 
1864 E. and W, magnoiic — E. 24 N. and W. 24 S. 

In the course of our visit to the Outskcrries, we noted 19 instances 
of striations, which we summarized in our paper as follows : “ In 
Gruna the strioB vary from S. HP W. to W. 42° S. ; in Brury, on the 
top of the highest hill, 8. 35" W., and in Housay S.S.W. to S.W.” 
Instead of quoting the various examples, it wdll be sufficient for our 
present purpose if we refer to some on Gruna, opi)ositc the light- 
house. In the Bay, east of the lighthouse keepers’ dwelling-houses, 
we observed several examples of ice-murkings pointing W. 25° S. 
The difference, therefore, between the true bearings of the striations 
recorded by Mr. Peach and those we noted on the east side of 
Gruna amounts to •J°. Any one accustomed to map glacial strise 
i Geol. Mag. 1865, p. 342. 
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can easily understand how, in a group of scattered islets, the direction 
may vary from W.S.W. to S.W. and S.S.W., according to local de- 
flections. 

Mr. Milne Home questions the possibility of local glaciers giving 
rise to the south-easterly strias on the east coast of the Mainland 
between Lerwick and 13unrossries8. When we consider the high 
northern latitude, and the severe Arctic conditions which then 
prevailed, there is nothing improbable in the supposition that local 
glaciers existed in that long tongue of land where the hills range 
from 600 ft. to 800 ft. in height. Tlie moraine heaps and morainic 
deposits which are so plentifully developed in Shetland as surely 
point to the existence of local glaciers as the large mounds in our 
Highland glens and in the upland valleys of the South of Scotland. 

In his concluding remarks regarding the stria3 on the eastern sea- 
board of Shetland, ]\Ir. Milne Homo states, “ that so far from con- 
firming the theory of an invasion of an Ice-sheet from the N.E., 
most of these strim are at right angles to that direction.” To this 
we reply that out of 197 instances of ice-markings recorded by us in 
Unst, Yell, Fetlar, Whalsay, the Outskerries of Whalsay and the 
eastern seaboard of the Mainland, 159 point W., W.S.W. to S.S.W., 
while 38 point in a south-easterly direction. 

Mr. Milne Home takes exception to our statement that the ice- 
sheet when it reached the crest of the Mainland veered round to the 
N.W. so as to follow the path of least resistance, and from the tenor 
of his remarks he has evidently misunderstood our argument. To 
quote from his 2 )aper, “ Now this huge mass, it is said, when it 
impinged on the Shetlands, and reacdied the crest of the Mainland, 

* was deflected by the opposing high ground.’ and in order to 
‘follow the path of least resistance,’ swung round to the N.W. The 
Shetlands form a group whose axis is N. by E. and S. by W. If it 
be possible to imagine, that a body of ice of the above gigantic 
dimensions, bearing down on these Islands from theN.E., could have 
its course changed by impinging on them, so as to seek the path 
of least resistance, its ])rogress would have been along the Eastern 
Seaboard of the Islands in a direction S. by W., and not across the 
backbone of the Islands in a N.W. direction.” 

We endeavoured to show that the ice-sheet was deflected by the 
opposing high ground Ixfore it reached the crest of the Mainland. 
In fact, the deflection along the eastern seaboard, suggested by i\Ir. 
Milne Home in the foregoing passage, is what we believe to have 
been the case. The ice-sheet as it impinged on the Shetland 
frontier was deflected towards the S.W. and S.S.W. by the backbone 
of the group, but eventually the pressure of the advancing mass was 
suflicient to compel it to override even the highest hills, and on 
reaching the crest of the Mainland, having surmounted the resisting 
high ground, it naturally veered round to the west. Our recent 
work in Orkney, however, enables us to account for much of this 
northing along the western seaboard of Shetland. The Orcadian 
group was glaciated b^^ Scotch ice moving in a north-west direction, 
and the latter ice-sheet must have had a considerable influence in 
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deflecting the Scandinavian mer de glace to the N.W. on the west 
side of Shetland,^ 

Mr. Milne Horae next proceeds to inquire whether the sti-iae 
support this movement towards the N.W. on the western seaboard. 
Again, we must be excused for calling attention to his misapprehen- 
sion of the facts. The various examples quoted by him do not bear 
on this question at all, as they occur on the eastern seaboard of 
Northmavine on the Mainland. Northmavine is not one of the 
westerly islands, but the northern parish of the Mainland, and by 
referring to page 792 of our paper, it will be seen that all the 
instances quoted by him (Geol. Mag. p. 209) are clearly described 
as occurring on the eastern seaboard of Northmavine in the Main- 
land.- 

4. The various boulders cited by Mr. Milne Home may be 
satisfactorily explained by the theory advocated in our paper, save 
the blocks of actinolite schist on Papa Stour, which, according to 
Hibbert, could only have come from Hills wick Ness. Mr. Milne 
Home asks why we omitted to take notice of the boulders recorded 
by Hibbert, and the answer is simply this : that in the summary of our 
work which appeared in the Quart. Journ. of the Geol. Soc. we confined 
ourselves exclusively to our own observations on the glacial phe- 
nomena. The original MS. contained a detailed reference to Dr. 
Hibbert’s paper “ On the Direction of the Diluvial Wave in the Shet- 
land Isles.” ^ In our published paper we merely stated the conclu- 
sion which he came to, viz. “that the great diluvial wave which 
swept over the low elevations of the whole of Scotland and England 
had in the latitude of Shetland a north-easterly origin, or in other 
words, a south-westerly direction.” * It is somewhat remarkable 
that Hibbert should have arrived at this conclusion 50 years ago, 
merely from an examination of the boulders lying on the surface, 
lie paid no attention to the ice-markings or the dispersal of the 
stones in the Boulder-clay. No one could allege that he was pre- 
possessed in favour of the theory that Shetland was glaciated by 
Scandinavian ice. And yet, almost all the boulders de»scribed in his 
paper confirm our conclusions as to the direction of the ice-move- 
ment during the primary glaciation ! 

Following the order in Hibbert’s paper, the blocks of actinolite 
schist on Papa Stour fall to be discussed first. Though we examined 
every mile of the coast-line, and crossed the island, we did not light 
on these blocks, but we have not the slightest doubt that they are 
to be found. Ilillswick Ness, from which these blocks were trans- 
ported according to Hibbert, lies about 12 miles to the north-east 

^ Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxxvi. p. 648. 

* Mr. Milne Home seems to consider the separate movements of the upper and 
lower portions of the ice- sheet as indicated by the strim near Fethalund Point, an 
“ extraordinary physical phenomenon.” Evidence of a similar double movement 
has been observed by Professor Ramsay amono- the Yorkshire hills, and Professor 
null has described another example in connexion Avith the Lough Plrne Valley. 
See “ Physical Geology and G<^ography of Ireland,^’ by Prof. Hull, p. 239 ; also see 
“ Great Ice Age,” 2ud ed. p. 290. 

3 Edin. Journ. Science, vol. iv. p. 88. * Q. J. G. S. vol. xxxv. p. 779. 
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across the Bay of St. Magnus. This direction is at variance with 
all the strias we noted on the island which are given in the following 
list : — 

N.W. on east side of Culla Yoe — Head of the Voe. 

N. near head of Culla Voe. 

N. W. wc'st bank of Culla Voe. 

N. 20'’ W. east side of Culla Voe. 

N. 20° W. ditto ditto. 

20° W. on headland mouth of Culla Voe. 

N. 20° W. 

N. 20° W. three loealities at mouth of Olas Voe. 

N. 20° W. 

N. 28° W. west hank of Olas Voe. 

X. 20° W. on promontory about one mile east of Harnma Voe. 

N. 4° E. n(!ar previous instan(;e. 

N. 3° W. on shore west of Bay, south of church. 

Tn the Boulder-clay on Papa Stour, numerous striated blocks of 
the altered Old Bed rocks are to be found, wliicli were derived from 
the area occu})ied by those rocks between Sandness and Bixetter 
Voe ; thus clearly indicating that the ice which produced the striae 
must have come from the south-east. We think it is highly pro- 
bable therefore that, in a region where the rocks are so Ijigbly 
motamor[)hosod, bands of actinolite scliist may be met with along 
tlie track of the Scandinavian mer <le glace as indicated by the stria?. 
AVe noticed various bhxhs of hornblendic schist, of gneiss, and mica 
schist on the island brought thither from the centre of the Mainland. 
But even though these blocks of actinolite schist came from Hills- 
wick Ness, it would not invalidate the evidence in fttvour of the 
primary glaciation. It would only point to a later movement at 
right angles to the great extension of the ice. By referring to the 
map accompanying our papier, it will be seen that we have noted 
strim in the neighbourhood of Walls and Sandsting pointing towards 
the S.W., at right angles to the older set. Where the surface is 
cross-hatched,” the latter have been well-nigh effixced by the later 
glaciation. By means of this later movement the altered Old Red 
rocks were borne south-westwards on to the area occupied by the 
Sandness granite. 

Dr. Hibbert next refers to the Stones of the Stefis, near the 
mansion of Lunna, on the eastern sea-board of the Mainland, which 
have been trans])orted a mile or two in a south-westerly direction 
from their parent source. Thereafter he notes the occurrence of 
large fragments of serpentine and enphotide on the east coast of 
Yell, which have been carried from the islands of Unst and Fetlar, 
lying to the east. 'I'heso examples confirm our own observations 
regarding the south-westerly movement on ’the eastern sea-board 
during the primary glaciation. The blocks of primary greenstone 
(diabase) on Rooiiess Hill, which he says have been rolled in a 
southerly or south-westerly direction up a gradual ascent of three 
or four miles, entirely support our conclusions. These boulders, in 
our opinion, wore carried uphill by the Scandinavian mer de glace 
in a south-west direction along the lines indicated by the strige on 
the eastern seaboard of Northiiiaviue. The boulder on Hillswio^ 
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Ness is composed of granite, which, according to Hibbert, was 
“ removed from a rock, the nearest site of wliich is about two miles 
to the north.” But this boulder might quite well have been derived 
from some of the bosses of the same material lying at a slightly 
greater distance to the east and north-east of Hills wick. 

Mr. Milne Home also cites the “return” sent in by Mr. Bussell to 
the Edinburgh Koyal Society Boulder Committee regarding seven 
boulders of granite and gneiss in Foula. Mr. Bussell suggests that 
these have been transported from Culswick and Belting lying to the 
north-east. He adds that from the middle of the island, at a height 
of 700 feet, granite and gneiss drift occurs as far as the south end 
of the island. Quoting from the statistical account of Scotland, Mr. 
Milne Home says the island is composed of Old Bed Sandstone. 
He is evidently not aware of the fact that the eastern part of the 
island consists of gneissose rocks with a mass of granite in the 
north-east corner. We believe that Br. Gibson was the first to ])oint 
out that the Old Bed Sandstone of Foula was thrown against the 
crystalline rocks by a north and south laulC— an observation which 
we confirmed. The granite mass resembles the rock in Sandsting, 
so that the boulders may have been of local origin, and we noted 
several blocks of gneiss of local origin. We also observed that the 
metamorphic rocks were borne towards the W.N.W. and N.W. on to 
the Bed Sandstone area, and in the Ihmlder-clay west of the fault 
we- detected a block of epidotic syenite from Bunrossness. I'lie 
later glaciers shed from the hills carried some Old Bed debris on to 
the area occupied by the gneiss. A fine series of moraines with the 
usual concentric arrangement occurs in the valley draining the 
north end of the island.- 

Mr. Milne Home asks, how the occuiTence of boulders perched on 
ridges and hill to])S can be ex])laincd on the supposition of a great 
mer de glace^ which overrode the w-hole islands and smothered them 
in ice. To this we reply that some of the boulders were borne 
forwards in the ground moraine, while otliers became fixed in the 
lower portions of the ice-sheet, and were likewise carried along by 
the advancing mass. As the ice melted backwards, the blocks and 
angular debris were stranded at the localities where we now find 
them, except where they were displaced by later movements. 

* Brit. Assoc. Reports for 1876, p. 90. Dr. Gibson states that no fossils had been 
found in the Old Rod Sandstone rocks of Foula. We were fortunate enough to 
discover numerous specimens of rsUophyton princepH^ Dawson, in shales in tlu^ north 
of the island. Similar plant-remains occur in the sandstone near Lerwick and Sand- 
lodge, on the east side of Shetland. 

* Had we been disposed to reftjr to the observations of others, which were not 
corroborated by ourselves, we might have adduced the testimony of Mr. Milne Home, 
regarding Norwegian boulders in Sbcitland. In an article entitled “ Are there no 
boulders in Orkney and Shetland?/’ Nature, vol. xvi. p. 476, ho refers to certain 
boulders reported to the Edin. Roy. Soc. Boulder Committee. Under the heading 
“Brcssay” the following statement is made: “A number of boulders here, of a 
rock foreign to the island. One of them is 10 x 7 x 4 feet. Supposed to have been 
transport^ from Norway.” 
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I. — On the Existence of the Mastodon in Eeoent Times in 
Nohth Amehtca. 

I N his Report for 1880, Prof. John Collett, Ph.D., State Geologist 
of Indiana, says : — Of the thirty individual specimens of the 
remains of the Mastodon (Mantodon giganteus) found in this State, 
in almost every case a very considerable part of the skeleton 
of each animal proved to be in a greater or less condition of 
decay. The remains have always been discovered in marshes, 
ponds, or other miry places, indicating, at once, the cause of the 
death of the animal cand the reason of the preservation of the 
bones from decay. Spots of ground in this condition are found 
at the summit of the glacial drift or in “ old beds ” of rivers 
which have adopted a shorter route and lower level, consequently 
their date does not reach beyond the most recent changes of the 
earth’s surface ; in fact, their existence was so late that the only 
query is, Why did they become extinct ? A skeleton was discovered 
in excavating the bed of the canal a few miles north of Covington, 
Fountain County, in wet peat. The teeth were in good preservation, 
and Mr. Perrin Kent states that when the larger bones were cut 
open the marrow, still preserved, was utilized by the bog cutters to 
“grease” their boots, and that chunks of sperm-like substance. 2 Jin. 
to 3in. in diameter (adipocero), occupied the place of the kidney 
fat of the monster. During the past summer of 1880, an almost 
complete skeleton of a Mastodon was found six miles north-west 
from Hoopston, Iroquois County, 111., which goes far to settle defi- 
nitely that it was not only a recent animal, but that it survived until 
the life and vegetation of to-day prevailed. The tusks formed each 
a full quarter of a circle, were Oft. long, 22in. in circumference at 
the base, and in their water-soaked condition weighed 175 pounds. 
The lower jaw was well preserved with a full set of magnificent 
teeth, and is nearly 3ft. long. The teeth, as usual, were thickly 
enamelled, and weighed each from four to five pounds. The leg 
bones, when joined at the knee, made a total length of 5Jft., indi- 
cating that the animal was not less than lift, high, and from 15 to 
Ifift. from brow to rump. On inspecting the remains closely, a mass 
of fibrous, bark-like material wiis found between the ribs, filling the 
place of the animal’s stomach ; when carefully separated, it provetl 
to be a crushed mass of herbs and grasses, similar to those which 
still grow in the vicinity. In the same bed of miry clay a multitude 
of small freshwater and land shells were observed and collected, 
which were kindly determined by Dr. F. Stein, as follows : — 1. 
Pisidiuniy closely resembling P. ahditum, llaldeman. 2. Valvata 
tricarinata, Say. 3. Valvata resembling V, striata, 4. Planorhis 
parvuSf Say. The shell-bearing animals prevail all over the States 
of Illinois, Indiana, and parts of Michigan, and show conclusively 
that, however other conditions may differ, the animal and vegetable 
life, and consequently climate, are the same now as when this 
Mastodon sank in his grave of mire and clay. — English Mechanic, 
No. 847, June 17, l88l. 
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IJ. — On the Classification and the Chronology of the Tertiary 
Eruptive Rocks of Hungary. By Prof. M. Szabo. 

(Extracted from tlie “ Conipte rendu steuogrnp}ii(iue du Congrba international e de 

Geologic,” held in Paris, Aug. 29-31 and Sept. 2-4, 1878.) Imp. Nat. 1880.' 
niO contribute to the solution of the great problem raised by the 
X study of the eruptive rocks, I have devoted myself to the 
lithological and geological examination of the trachytic district of 
Hungary. 

The first question to be solved was this : Is there a certain relation 
between the mineralogical constitution and the relative age of the 
different trachytic types ? 

To determine these types, I have taken as a starting-point the 
mineralogical association which they present, and since among their 
constituent elements the felspars pla3'^ a predominant part, I have, 
in the first instance, endeavoured to establish a ])rompt and easy 
method for the determination of the different species of this group 
in rocks. 

One of the first results of these investigations has been to show 
that instead of the ten series of felsj)ars established by Tschermack, 
one may be contented, so far as the trachj^tes are concerned, with 
the four principal species generally recognized by the French school. 

One may then distinguish in these rocks four principal types each 
characterized by the nature of its predominant felspathic element, 
viz.: — anorthite-tracliyte, labrador-trachyte, oligoclase- trachyte, and 
or those- trachyte.'^ 

To define these different types, however, more precisely, it is 
needful to add to the designation of the felspar an enumeration of 
the principal minerals which are associated with it in each of the 
rocks. Thus we have : — 

1. Anorthite -pyroxene- trachyte, characterized also by the absence 
of black mica and quartz ; ara])hibole is not excluded. 

2. Labrador -mica-trachyte, with amphibole, with or without quartz, 
with or without p^uoxene, and with or without garnets ; in this rock 
the amphibole plays a dominant part. 

3. Oligoclase-mica-amphibole-t/rachyte. In this type the amphibole 
decreases in amount, but quartz is never absent. 

4. Orthose-mica-trachyte, always accompanied by a triclinic 
felspar (generally oligoclase). Quartz is never wanting, but 
amphibole is often absent. These different types are not fixed ; 
transitions occur between them, resulting from the mixture of the 
felspathic species of which it is needful to take account in a more 
detailed description. 

To appreciate the value of this classification, let us consider the 
relative age of the Hungarian trachytes. All geologists agree in 
recognizing that the phase of greatest activity in trachytic eruptions 
is met with in the Middle and Upper Miocene, and it is therefore 
possible to determine the age of the various types of these rocks 
in the breccias and tuffs containing characteristic fossils. 

' Translated by Frank Butley, F.G.S. 

^ The term orthose includes orthoclose and sanidine. 
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I have always noticed that the micaceous labrador-trachytes occur 
in the breccias containing fossils of the Middle Miocene (Mediter- 
ranean stage) ; the oligoclase-trachytes and the orthose- trachytes 
are also met with sometimes on this horizon, but never those of the 
anorthite-pyroxene type. This indicates that the latter types of 
trach3^te are of later date. The tracliytic tuff containing fossils of 
the Upper Miocene (etage Sarmatien) consists chiefly of anorthite- 
trachytes, but trachytes of the other types may also be recognized 
in it, and we may therefore conclude that this anorthite- trachyte is 
more recent than that containing labradorite. In order to learn the 
age of the oligoclase-trachytes and orthose-trachytes 1 have examined 
the oldest tiitfs ; and this question is now limited by reason of the 
discovery of tracliytic fragments in the Upper Eocene deposits of 
Budapest, associated with the Nuinmulit.es and the other Foraminifera 
characteristic of this formation (etage) ; these tracliytic fragments 
are orthose-trachyte. In the district of Gran, in a higher horizon, 
which, however, still belongs to the Upper Eocene, one meets with 
sheets of oligoclase- trachyte, two or three metres in thickness, 
without the least trace of labrador-trachyte or of anorthite-trachyte. 

The orthose-tnichytes and the oligoclase-trachytes are, therefore, 
the oldest rocks of this eruptive series, while the anorthite-trachyte 
is demonstrably the most recent. As an additional proof of this 
it may be stated that the anorthite-trachyte traverses all the other 
types, but is itself cut by none of them. 

These observations lead to the following important conclusions: — 

1. Contact phenomena exist, and at the limit of two different 
tyjies, there is sometimes a mixture of the minerals belonging to 
the two adjacent types. 

2. The different types have undergone important modifications, 
which deserve special designations. It, therefore, becomes necessary 
to recognise a normal and a modified condition for each trachytic 
type ; while the older the type, the more it is modified. The 
anorthite-trachyte is the one which most frequently occurs in a 
normal condition. 

The principal modifications are known by the following names : 
rhyolite, Hthoidite, trachytic-greetistone, domite, millstone-porphyry, 
alunite. 

Bhyolite, accepting the term strictly in the sense in which it has 
been proposed by Kichthofen, comprises obsidian, perlite, pitchstone, 
and pumice; it is formed last, during the eruption of one of the 
most recent types by the intervention of very fusible hj^lrated 
silicates, and it is these hydrosilicates which for the most part give 
rise to fluxion structure. 

The presence of the rhyolitic modification is then an important 
character for deteimining relative age, for it alwaj^s leaves the 
supposition of the existence of a more basic trachyte. 

Of all the types the orthose-trachyte affords the most perfect 
rhyolites, the oligoclase-trach^^te much less so, while the labrador- 
trachyte never forms either obsidian or pitchstone, but it becomes 
feebly perlitio and pumiceous. The anorthite-trachyte becomes merely 
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puraiceous, and assumes an appearance which Beudant has desi^-nated 
semi-vitreous. It is also often possible to follow the transition from 
the normal to the rhyolitic condition ; the amphibole and augite 
being the first to disappear, since they are the minerals which fuse 
most easily. 

Of all the felspars, orthose is the most remarkable for possessing 
the power of undergoing hydration. This it does more easily than 
the soda and lime felspars ; so that, in the obsidians, pitchstones, 
and porphyritic perlites, where we find quartz, mica, and felspar, the 
last is always oligoclase, while the potash is met with in the vitreous 
mass. 

Liihoidite is the product of devitrification of the rhyolites. 
Trochy tic-greenstone has a different composition, and varieties of it 
occur, just as the normal trachytes vai^. It is possible to follow 
very clearly the natural transition from the normal condition of 
trachyte to that of greenstone. This transition results from sub- 
sequent solfataric action. The sul[)hurous and metallic emanations 
have impregnated a certain region of trachyte of one or another 
type, producing in it a series of changes wliich are still going on. 
The matter resulting from these changes has given rise to the 
formation of metalliferous lodes. The name trachytic-greenstone is 
useful and even necessary for the miner, but, for the geologist, it has 
no existence as a special formation ; a propylitic eriq)tioii has never 
taken place. 

Bomite is a modification of an old type, caused by the volcanic 
action of a later eruption, especially by the emanations of hydro- 
chloric acid which have removed the iron from the magnetite and 
the ferruginous minerals, but which has not altered the felspar, 
which in domite is always glassy. 

Millstone-porphyry is a siliceous modification of an earlier trachytic 
type, which occurs either in a massive condition, or in the form of 
breccias or conglomerates. The millstone-porphyry of Sarospatak 
of Beudant, containing well-preserved sanidine and doubly-terminated 
pyramids of quartz, is simply breccia containing Middle Miocene 
fossils. 

Aiunite is the modification caused by emanations containing 
sulphuric acid, which decomposes the felspathic silicates. One 
always finds in the alunites masses of quartz, millstone-quartz 
(Silex-meuliere), and if there has been a persistent disengagement 
of sulphuric acid, the vapour of water has carried off the alkaline 
sulphates, and the sulphuric acid has combined with the alumina. 
In this way the kaolin, which always accompanies aiunite, has been 
formed. I have found silicified wood in the aiunite deposits of 
Beregszaz, and the remains of Upper Miocene Molluscs at Sarospatak. 

Kegarding the trachytic formation as a whole, it should be con- 
sidered as an eruptive unit, and may be termed a cycle of eruption, 
I am convinced that the trachytes of Hungary, those of Servia, 
which are but a continuation of them, as well as those of the 
Enganeen Hills in Italy, belong to the same cycle. I'hey are con- 
temporaneous, and correspond with one another. This probably 
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does not hold good for the trachytes of Auvergne, and for those of 
the Grecian Islands, where much more recent cycles of eruption 
have occurred. 

These cycles of eruption may also be followed back into earlier 
times, into the Secondary e})och, or into the Palmozoic ages, and I 
have already satisfied myself that the series of felspathic rocks at 
different periods is often the same. 

The basalt of Hungary seems to be an episode of the great 
trachytie formation, derived from a lower horizon, but nevertheless 
related to the trachytes. In Hungary the basaltic (‘ru})tion has 
terminated the volcanic action, during and even after the deposition 
of the conches d congeries (Pliocene). 

The anorthite-trachyte forms more than 50 per cent, of the trachytie 
mass; the labrador-trachyte 30 per cent., the oligoclase- trachyte 15 
])er cent., and lastly the orthose-trachyte 5 per cent. The first of 
these is, therefore, the most important, inasmuch as it still forms the 
highest trachytie mountains of tlie district (sometimes with an 
elevation of over 6000 feet) ; moreover we may for the most part 
attribute to it those secondary actions which have modified the other 
types. 
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I. — Note-Book op an Amateur Geologist. By John Edward 
Lee. pp. 90 ; 209 Plates. (London : Longmans, Green, & Co., 
1881.) 

W E must confess to some disappointment in turning over the 
pages of this work, but our disappointment is caused by what 
is generally considered to be a fault on the right side, inasmuch 
as the author in his text has given us far too little of his personal 
experiences. Few men have seen more than ]\lr. Lee of sections 
and districts that have been rendered famous by the descriptions 
given of them by our leading geologists ; and if he has for the 
most part followed in the footsteps of others, he has himself rendered 
good service to science by the magnificent collections he has made. 
In his museum are included not a few specimens new to science, 
and many others personally obtained, which have enlarged our 
knowledge of the fossil fauna and flora of particular districts. Some 
of them are shown in the plates now before us. Nor can we con- 
template the illustrations which form the bulk of this w'ork, without 
a feeling of reverence, taking us back as they do fifty years or more, 
when the study of geology was cultivated by the few, niostl}^ men of 
means and position. 

The author speaks with affectionate regard of John Phillips, to 
whom he owed his earliest geological lessons, and in whose company 
he spent many of the happiest hours of his life. In the preface to 
his work on the Palmozoio Fossils of Cornwall, Devon, and West 
Somerset (1841), Professor Phillips acknowledges the assistance he 
had received from Mr. Lee, who had at that time laboured very 
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successfully among the Devonian rocks. In previous years the two 
friends had been fellow- labourers on the geology of the North of 
England. Mr. Lee attended the first meeting of the British Associa- 
tion at York, and in 1837 published conjointly with Mr. VV. H, 
Dikes, F.G.S., a paper on the Geology of Nottleton Hill, in Lincoln- 
shire (Mag. Nat. Hist. Nov. 1837). A model of the district was 
also made, and a plaster-cast of it sent to tlie Geological Si^ciety of 
London.^ Mr, Lee reprints this paper, which is illustrated by two 
plates. 

The present work, which is really a ‘^retrospect of a life’s work 
in geology,” is chiefly made up of lithogiaphs of sketches trom the 
author’s note-book, commencing in 1829, and cfirried on witli some 
breaks to 1880. These are accompanied by descriptive notes, for 
the most part brief, and a number of woodcuts. The illustrations 
being placed in chronological order, there is naturally no system. 
The majority of them are diagrammatic sections, some are pictorial ; 
but not a few appear too meagre to deserve a place in the collection, 
being no doubt of personal interest to the author, and such as might 
be drawn on a black-board to illustrate a lecture, but which, taken 
with the brief descriptions given, do not convey sufficient informa- 
tion to justify their publication. Plate xxxi. Eaised beach, near 
Hope’s Nose, might, with a little more detail in the drawing, have 
been made a more instructive diagram : while Plate xxxiv. showing 
joints in the Exeter (New Red) Conglomerate is rather perplexing 
for want of more natural delineation. Plate xii. Junction of the 
Lias and Old Red, near Ijiswerry, includes representatives of the 
Rhsetic Beds (undistinguished, it is true, when the section was 
made in 1854), but their indication would have been useful to the 
student. The junction is said to be of Lias and Old Red Sandstone 
— but are not the lowest beds lufirked “ Red Marl ” the Keuper ? 

Plate Iv. Slannie Quarry, north of St. Fagans, marked “Lias on 
Permian,” shows no New Red rocks, nor have Permian strata been 
determined in the area. Plate cxx. “ Contortions in Drift, etc., near 
Old High,” should, we presume, be OldHitho, between Runton and 
Weybourn. 

Mr. Lee introduces us to many sections in Scotland. There is a 
good diagram of Ardtun Head, Mull (Plate xlvi.) — a spot which 
is not very easy of access, for, as Mr. Lee remarks, “ We had, in 
the first place, to cross the whole of the island of Mull in a fierce 
rain, and slept at Bunessan. Early the next morning the walk from 
this place to Ardtun Head was anything but pleasant, from the im- 
mense quantity of water which had fallen and thoroughly soaked the 
moorland district. . . . The only way of examining the section 
was by descending a sort of crack or chink, which was not particu- 
larly agreeable, with the roaring waves in sight below, but, neverthe- 
less, it was accomplished, and amply repaid the trouble and lisk.” 
Other sections in Ireland are described, and Mr. Lee takes us to 
many instructive geological localities on the continent. 

^ These are referred to in Prof. Judd’s paper on the Lincolnshire Wolds, Quart. 
Joum. Geol. Soc. toI. xxiii. p. 228. 
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We ought to do Mr. Lee the justice to mention that in publishing 
his sketches, his sole object has been to record facts. He says, ‘‘ there 
is not a single theoretical diagram amongst them,” each sketch 
represents what was actually seen, and hence they lack the clearness 
of many published sections which represent the continuation of 
strata too often concealed, or in other words, what ought to have 
been seen ; though we must not forget that many published longi- 
tudinal sections simply give the explanations or opinions of the 
expounder. Under such circumstances, Mr. Lee’s efforts are praise- 
worthy, while open to the objection of not always being sufficiently 
explicit. 

At p. 87 Mr. J. E. Lee acknowledges the assistance of Mr. C. 
Spence Bate, F.R.S., who has contributed notes upon two crustaceans 
forming the subjects of plates cciv. and ccv. It is rather unfortunate 
for Mr. Lee that his friend seems to have been unacquainted with 
this well-known fossil crustacean (pi. cciv.) so abundant in the 
Lower Greensand of Atherfield, Isle of Wight, figured in Bell’s 
Fossil Crustacea, Pal. Soc. Mon. 18G2, pt. 2, p. o2, pi. x. as Majeria 
vectensia ; but which Mr. Spence Bate erroneously names Mecochirus 
Fearcel, M‘Coy, — a minute Oxford Clay Crustacean from Wiltshire 
with which this Greensand fossil has nothing to do. 

To criticize the work in a severely scientific point of view has not 
however been our object. In turning over its pages we cannot 
refrain from heartily sympathizing with the author : for we feel 
assured that geology is largely indebted to him and others whose 
genial enthusiasm in science acts as a spur and encouragement to 
young geologists, and may bo an example to those more advanced 
in years. 

II. — Journal of the Royal Microscopical Society. Ser. 2, Vol. I. 

Part 3, June, 1881. 

B esides much valuable information on new forms of microscopic 
life, and on microscopes, their associated apparatus, and their 
methods of use, detailed in the various papers and abstracts of papers, 
we find in this June Number of the K. M. Society’s Journal (at 
pages 381 - 387, and p. 549) an interesting and carefully prepared 
account of the fossil Dlatomaceco of the London Clay, discovered by 
W. H. Shrubsole, F.G.S. ; a coloured lithograph is supplied in illus- 
tration. These are in a pyritized condition, and are very abundant 
in the lower part of this formation, in a particular zone (366 feet 
from the surface at Southend), extending over several square miles, 
at Sheppey, and in the neighbourhood of London. They appear, 
even to the well-diggers, as “ shining spots ” in the dry clay, “ as if it 
had been dusted with powdered sulphur, and sparkling in sunlight.” 

The method of separating these minute mineralized bodies from 
the clay is given, together with remarks on their occurrence in the 
different sections and well-diggings that were specially examined. 
In some parts of the diatomaceous zone, the clay is somewhat laminated 
by their presence. The pyrites has wholly replaced the original 
silica in the majority of specimens examined, but occasionally some 
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individuals partially retaining their siliceous condition have been 
discovered, especially by Dr. Bossey, whose description of the 
method best adopted for their isolation is also given. 

Mr. Kitton supplies a list of the genera and species recognized by 
him. Among these, Coscinodiscus supplies by far the greatest num- 
ber. Dr. Bossey, Dr. Stolterfoth, Mr. G. D. Brown, and Mr. Shrub- 
sole have met with other forms, also enumerated here. Eighteen 
genera altogether have been observed. 

At page 387, Mr. Kitton makes a very valuable observation, not 
unlocked for in some quarters, namely, the occurrence of Dlatiwis in 
the Chalk, as stated by Ehrenberg, is undoubtedly erroneous ; the 
few forms figured by him being from fresh-water, and probably 
quite recent. I'hat there may have been, and probably were, 
Diatoms in the Chalk, and subse<piently converted into calcic car- 
bonate (according to Sollas), is duly stated in a note at the foot of 
the same page. 

Some geological notes occur also in the excellent “ Summary of 
Current liesearches,” etc., with which the enthusiastic Editor and 
his energetic Assistants enrich the Journal. Notices of the fossil 
Bryozoa (Polyzoa) of New Zealand, by Kev. J. E. Tenison-Woods, and 
of Australia by A. W, Waters, are given (]>]). 429 and 430) ; and are 
appropriately associated with remarks by W. A. Haswell, on twenty- 
seven new forms from the Queensland coast (p. 439). Dr. G. J. 
Hinde’s fossil Sponge Si>icules from the Chalk (p. 471), and Gieen’s 
Foraminiferal banks in the Isle of Ely (p. 473), are also referred to. 

T. li. J. 


Geologtcal Society of London. 

June 22, 1881. — Eobert Etheridge, Esq., F.K.S., President, in the 
Chair. — The following communications were read : — 

1. “Description of a new Species of Coral from the Middle Lias 
of Oxfordshire.” By E. E. Tonies, Esq., F.G.S. 

The species of Coral described in this paper was referred by the 
author to the genus Tharunastrcea and the subgenus Synaslrcea, 
under the name of Thamnastreea Wal/ordi, in honour of its dis- 
coverer, Mr. E. A. Walford. The specimen was from the Spinatus- 
beds of the Marlstone, at Aston-le-Walls, Oxfordshire. Like Tham- 
nastroBa Etlieridgei, jireviously described by the author (Q.J.G.S. 
xxxiv. p. 190) from the Middle Lias of Oxfordshire, this species 
presents the same subgeneric characters as T. arachnoides of the 
Coral Kag of Steeple Ashton ; and the author remarks upon the 
fact that the only species known from the English Lias resemble 
Corallian rather than Inferior-Oolite forms. 

2. “ Note on the Occurrence of the Remains of a Cetacean in the 
Lower Oligocene Strata of the Hampshire Basin.” By Prof. J. W. 
Judd, F.R.S., Sec.G.S. With a note by Prof. 11. G. Seeley, F.R.S. 

I'he author referred to the rarity of remains of marine Mammalia 
in the Lower Tertiaries of Britain, the only recorded species being 



381 


Geological Society of London. 

Zeuglodon Wanhlyni, Seeley, from the Barton Clay. The single 
specimen in his possession was obtained at Eoydon, about a mile 
and a half north of Brockenhurst, where the beds exposed in the 
brickyard consist of sandj^ clays crowded with marine fossils, and 
resting upon green freshwater clays, with abundance of TJnio Sohirtdri 
belonging to the Head on series. The author briefly referred to the 
question of the horizon of these deposits, which he regards as bel »ng- 
ing to the same great marine series as the beds of Brockenhurst and 
Lyndhnrst, which he holds to be Tongrian or Lower Oligocene. 

The Cetacean vertebra obtained by Prof. Judd was stated by Prof. 
Seeley to be a caudal verte])ra, probably the eighth, but not later 
than the twelfth, of a species belonging, or closely related to the 
genus Bafoenoptrra, and esj'>ecially approjicbing Balcpuoptera laticeps, 
a species of the North Sea, which appears to range to Japan. Prof. 
Seeley regarded it as representing a new species, which he named 
Ba Icen optera Jnd dii, 

3. Description of a Peat-bed interstratified with the Boulder- 
drift at Oldham.” By G. H. llollingworth, Esep, F.G.S. 

The author described a dej)osit of peat interstratified with Boulder- 
drift, exj)osed in a railway-cutting at Rhodes Bank, Oldham. The 
depth of the section was only 14 feet, and it showed : — 

1. Soil 8 to 10 inches. 

2. iioiilder-clay, with ht^ls and strin<»:s of p<‘at 2 to 6 fe('t. 

3. Main hod ol jKuit, contaiiiiug* mosses, exogenous stems, 

and b(;otles 2 iiicln^s to 1 ft. 9 in. 

(av(TU”*f lo inches). 

4. Fimi hi no clay (floor) 2 inclit's to 1 foot. 

5. rurn'iit-lx'ddcd coarsi^ sand and lim* gravel 4 inches to 2 ft'ct. 

• (i. hoiilder-clay. 

The mosses in the peat are of northern typo. 

4. ‘‘ Silurian Uniserial Stomatopora' and Ascodiefya.'^'' By G. R. 
Vine, Esq. Communicated by Prof. P. Martin Duncan, F.R.S., F.G.S. 

For the genus Stomatopora the name Alecto has priority ; but as 
that had pieviously been applied to a member of the class Echino- 
derniata, llie author ju-eferred the later name. Si)ecies of the genus 
have also been described under the generic name Avlopora. The 
author has received from Mr. Maw more than two hundredweight of 
washed debris of Wenlock shale, about thirty pounds of which, from 
twelve localities, he has examined. It contains a moderate amount 
of Polyzoan remains, generally water-worn. The author described 
the following species : — Stomatopora iuflata and dissimilts, Asco- 
dictyon stellatnm and radians (with a variety Silurieitse)^ and dis- 
cussed the characters of the genera. 

5. “Note on the Diamond-fields of South Africa.” By E. J. 
Dunn, Esq. Communicated by Prof. Ramsay, F.R.S., F.G.S. 

The passes or necks of decomposed gabbro, etc., at the Kimberley'', 
Bultfontein, and other diamond mines have now been excavated to a 
considerable depth, and have allowed excellent sections of the sedi- 
mentary beds through which they have broken to be examined. 
These are generally but little disturbed, and may be traced over an 
area of many square miles. Immediately beneath the surface are. 
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gener«al]y, yellowish shales, with remains of small Saurians ; and 
beneath these a mass, certainly more than a hundred feet thick, of 
black carbonaceous shales, with occasional thin bands of coal. It is 
found that the diamonds are more abundant and of better quality 
when the level of the black shales is reached. It seems, therefore, 
not improbable that the carbon requisite for the formation of dia- 
monds was obtained from these shales. Some other points of minor 
interest were also noted in this paper. 

6. “ On a new Comatula from the Kelloway Rock.” By P. H. 
Carpenter, Esq., M.A., Assistant Master at Eton College. 

The specimen, to which the author’s attention was called by R. 
Etheridge, jun.. Esq., is in the National Collection; he proposes for 
it the name Actinoweira calloviensis. The specimen is from the 
Kelloway rock, of Sutton Benger ; the whole diameter is 15 mm. ; 
diameter of centrodorsal *6 mm. Three species of this genus are 
already known from the British Jurassic rocks ; two are only known 
fi’om their centrodorsals, which are each ditferent from that of A, 
calloviensis ; the third is A. eheltonensis, from the Inferior Oolite, 
known only by its radials and basals, which are ditferent from those 
of the present specimen. To this Antedon Rictefi, from the Valangian 
of the continent, has some rcsemhlance. It is, however, -a true Actino- 
metra, differing chiefly from existing forms in retaining its primary 
basals without their having undergone transformation into a rosette. 

7. “Descriptive Catalogue of Ammonites from the Sherborne 
District.” B}" Sydney 8. Buckman, Esq. 

In this paper the author gave a list of the Ammonites from the 
Inferior Oolite of the neighbourhood of Sherborne, in which he 
enumerated about 47 species, and stated that he had about 50 more 
wliich appear to be undescribod ; fully one-half have the mouth- 
termination ])erfectly preserved. The author indicated the zones 
into which the rocks furnishing these Ammonites could be divided, 
as shown at Oborne, near Sherborne, at Wyko Quarry, and at 
Bradford Abbas, and indicated the characteristic fossils of each ; 
he also gave the principal synon 3 ons of the specits referred to, 
and discussed some of their characteristic peculiarities. 


THE PLIOCENE BEDS NEAP CROMER. 

Sir, — T have read with much interest the address of my colleague, 
Mr. Blake, of which an abstract was given in the Gkol. Mag. for 
June. There are, however, one or two points in it to which J must 
take exception. Mr. Blake may be, and ])robably is, right in con- 
sidering that the Wey bourn Crag is the equivalent of the Chillesford 
Clay, but I have avoided correlating them, for at present there does 
not appear to be any satisfactory evidence either for or against this 
view. The exact correlation of the different I^re-glacial soils is also 
very unsafe, and near Cromer probably incorrect. 

With regard to the division between Pliocene and Pleistocene, 
Mr. Blake brings forward no evidence for altering the line I have 
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provisionally drawn ; and until some reason is given, I think the 
Leda myalis Bed may be left with the Crag. A land surface, as we 
know from the Purbecks and Coal-measures, does not necessarily 
mark a break in the series. 

While agreeing with Mr. Blake that the term “ Forest Bed ” is a 
misnomer, the suggested alteration to Kootlet Bod ” seems a good 
deal worse. As well might we class together the London and 
Oxford Clays, because at the present day the roots of the same 
species of trees penetrate both. Tlie rootlets of the Forest Bed 
penetrate whatever happens to be underneath them; sometimes the 
Weybourn Crag, sometimes higher beds. Even if names are not 
quite correct, it is better to accept them with a slightly altered mean- 
ing than to upset all our nomenclature for every fresh theory. 
Therefore I think the name ‘‘Cromer Forest Bed,” having now been 
in use for over 50 years, ought not be changed, but should be ac- 
cepted with the meaning that it consists of a series of sub-aerial, 
lacustrine, and estuarine beds formed in, and from the debris of, a 
forest-clad country. 

Mr. Blake uses the name “Bure Valley Beds ” for what was 
termed the Lada mj/alLs Bod; hut T have already shown that Messrs. 
Wood and Harnier’s typical Bure Valley fauna comes from the Wey- 
hourn Crag beneath, instead of above, the Forest Bed,^ while at present 
the Leda myalis Bed has not been recognized in the Bure Valley. 
The test of thickness is of no value in these shallow-water beds; 
for after they have once reached the sea-levfd, they may remain for 
an indefinite time without either erosion or deposit. In our British 
Pliocene beds it should be remembered wo have only the feather 
edge of a formation, vvliich must be much thicker where the water 
was sufficiently deep, and perhaps might equal the 700 or SCO feet 
of the Sicilian Newer ifiiocenes. I am astonished at Mr. Blake's 
statement that the thickness of the beds between the Cromer Till 
and the Chalk never exceeds 30 feet; the average measured thickness 
exceeds that amount, and at llappisburgh I have reason to believe 
that the Forest Bed alone is more than GO feet, for I have dredged 
and found it in place in 10 fathoms near the shore, and it extends 
upwards to high water. Clement Heii). 

HoiiNSEA, Hull, 6(h June, 1881. 

OfiLlQTTE AND ORTIIDGONAL SECTIONS. 

Sir, — If Mr. Day will examine the figure given with his letter 
in the March Number of this Magazinpl he will perceive that Mr. 
Fisher’s ‘ cavils ’ are well founded. Not only has ^Ir. Day inter- 
changed the symbols a and /9, but his angle (p has no connexion 
whatever with anything in Mr. Fisher’s paper. ]\lr. Fisher might 
no doubt have given a simpler proof of each of his equations (2) and 
(3) by the method indicated by Mr. Day, but one figure would not 
then have sufficed for the whole proof. 

Mr. Day’s suggestion of casting a shadow in sunlight, in order to 
find the form of outcrop, is, as Mr. Fisher readily admits, useful, but 
he does not tell us how to carry out the inverse process, viz., given 
^ See Geol. Maq. Dec. II. Vol. IV. p. 300 ; and Vol. VII. p. 548. 
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an outcrop, to find form of furrow ; an operation to which Mr. 
Fisher’s equations are at once applicable. The rest of his remarks 
appear to have been written in great baste, and are singularly 
inaccurate. Does he mean to say that when he has again inter- 
changed a and y8, his equation proved on p. 142 even looks like 
Mr. Fisher’s equation (2) ? Again, bow can ho suppose that 
(p. 142, 1. 10) Mr. Fisher assumes the trail to lie in one plane, when 
it has been expressly stated to lie in a “ surface which may be 
formed out of a folded plane.” His figure, on p. 142, represents an 
altogether difierent set of angles to Mr. Fisher’s. It can, however, 
be used to prove equation (2) if the following description be sub- 
stituted for that given in the text. 

Let A 7A CD be horizontal lines in the inclined plane. 

AF, BE lines perpendicular to the inclined plane. 

CDEF a horizontal plane. 

CE a line of strike, supposed horizontal. 

Then ECD = a ; BDE = 0 ; BCD=z^ 


And tan 0 =: 


B D D E cos /3 

Cl)~~ 


=: cos yS tan a. 


Christ’s College, Camiuiidge. 


A. F. Gkiffitii. 


Colliery Explosions. — A Parliainentar}^ paper which was issued 
yesterda^^ throws very important, and in one point unexpected, light 
on the causes of colliery explosions. After the Seaham accident last 
Sept. Sir William Hai court requested Prof. F. Abel, the chemist to 
the War Department, to rojiort on some samples of dust which had 
been collected in the workings where the explosion took place. Prof. 
Abel has now reported the results of his experiments, which entindy 
confirm those which Mr. W. Galloway has described to the Koyal 
Society. Mr. Galloway showed that though a mixture of air and 
coal dust was not ex])losive, it became so when a very small, and 
apart from the coal dust, an innocuous, quantity of fire-damp was 
mixed in the air. Prof. Abel's experiments show that not Ciial dust 
only, but any dust, even calcined magm^sia, will act in tho same 
wa}^ The pro])ortion of fire-damp which is needful to bring dust 
of any kind into operation as an exploding agent is below tho 
smallest amount which can be detected in tlie air of a mine, even 
by the most experienced observer, by the means at present in use. 
Coal dust shows a tendency to become inflamed and to j)ropaga1e 
flame when it comes in contact with a large volume of flame, such 
as is made by the firing of a shot, and may thus convey the fire 
from a safe part of a mine to an unsafe part. Tliese discoveries, 
which finally confirm a long existing oi)ini()n, impose a new duty 
on colliery owners and inspectors. They ofi'er an explanation of 
many mysterious colliery accidents, and suggest the means of 
preventing them in the future. There are two sources of explosion, 
and we have been only guarding against one of them. Henceforth, 
it is not only fire-damp, but what we may call fire-dust, that must 
be looked after, and a great decrease of explosions will probably 
result . — Daily NewSf June 21, 1881. 
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I. — CONTKTBUTIONS TO THE StUDY OF FoSSIL CrUSTAOEA. 

By Henry Wooiiward, LL.D., F.R.S., F.G.S. 

(PLATE XIV.) 

H aving received an invitation from Mr. W. Stoddartto examine 
the collection of his late father, Mr. W. W. Stoddart, F.G.S., at 
Sneyd Park, Clifton, Bristol, I availed myself of the opportunity to do 
so in April last, and was interested in finding, among many other good 
British fossils, a new and undescribed Crustacean belonging to the 
genus EryoHf from the Stonesfield Slate of Stonesfield, Oxfordshire. 

Unfortunately only the intaglio is j^reserved, the relievo side 
having probably escaped detection or been broken up. This is, 
however, sufficiently clear to enable one readily to compare it with 
the other known forms of this well-marked genus. 

Ten species of Eryon have been described from the Lithographic 
Stone of Solenhofen, which may be considered as probably near the 
horizon of our Kimmeridge Clay. They are : — 

Eryon propinquus, Schlot. Eryon bilobatus, Miinst. 

,, spinimanus^ Germ. ,, lonqijH'Sy Fraas. 

,, orbiculatus^ Muiiiit. ,, Sehubertii Meyer. 

,, elongalus^ Miinst. ,, Eedenbacheri ^ Miinst. 

,, arctijbrmis^ ISchlot. ,, Oppeli, H. Woodw. 

To these must be added one species from the Oxford Clay of the 
Haute-Saone, France, viz : — 

Eryon Perroniy Etallon. 

Next in descending order will come Mr, Stoddart’s Eryon from the 
Stonesfield Slate. 

1. — Eryon Stoddarti, H. Woodw., sp. nov. Plate XIV. Fig. 2. 
Description, — Carapace one-third broader than long, cervical groove 
moderately deep and well defined ; dorsal ridge strongly marked and 
extending from the posterior border to the cervical groove ; two 
equidistant branchio-cardiao ridges extend from the same groove to 
the posterior border on either side, terminating j ust where the margin 
of the first abdominal segment joins the carapace ; the cervical groove 
is, marked by a deep notch on the border of the carapace, and the 
posterior edge of the notch is sharply toothed ; the branchial border 
is evenly rounded, and bears several small denticles upon it ; the 
hepatic region has two strongly-marked rounded notches, and the 
border is also finely dentated ; the anterior border is not clearly 
defined. Greatest breadth of carapace, 5 centimetres; length, 3^ 
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centimetres. Length of abdomen, including telson, centimetres ; 
greatest breadth, 2^ centimetres. 

The first abdominal somite is narrow, and has a straight groove 
running across it ; the mesial line is marked by a single tubercle. 
The three following somites are also transversely grooved and have 
two tubercles on the mesial line, one on either side of the groove ; 
the epimeral pieces are small and somewhat acuminate ; the border 
of each somite is marked by a rounded tubercle at its union with 
the succeeding somite. The last two somites have only one central 
tubercle, but are transversely grooved like the preceding. The 
seventh somite or “telson” is nearly triangular in form, and is 
marked by two converging ridges, and ends in a terminal spine. 
The broad lateral swimming-plates are not preserved. 

This new species of Eryon serves as a link between the Litho- 
graphic and Oxfordian Eryons above mentioned and those from 
the Lias below, namely : — 

From the TTppek Lias. 

Eryon HarUnanniy Meyer, XJ. Lias, Wurtcmberg. 

,, Edwardsii^ Moriere, U. Lias, Calvados. 

,, Moorei^ II. Woodw., U. Lias, Ilminster. 

And from the Lower Lias. 

Eryon Escheriy Oppel, L. Lias, Baden. 

,, antiquus^ Brodp , L. Lias, Lyme Regis. 

,, Bartovteusis^ M‘Coy, L. Lias, Barrow-on -Soar, etc. 

,, Wilmcoteusis^ H. Woodw., L. Lias, Wilmcote. 

,, Brodiei^ H. Woodw., L. Lias, Lyme Regis. 

,, erassichelisj H. Woodw., L. Lias, Lyme Regis. 

It will be seen at a glance that the 20 species we have enumerated 
are nearly equally divided between the Upper Oolite (Kiramer- 
idgian) and the Lias ; only one form, Eryon Perronij Etallon, 
being found in the Oxford Clay of Calmoutiers, Haute-Saone. 

Eryon Stoddarti most nearly approaches the Liassic species, in 
which the cervical groove is always strongly marked, and also 
the dorsal and branchio-cardiac ridges, characters not so strongly 
defined and often absent in the species from Solenhofen. 

2. — Eryon Neocomiensis, Hohenegger (MS.). PI. XIV. Fig. 1. 

That distinguished palaBontologist, the late Dr. Albert Oppel, in 
his well-known “ Pala3ontologische Mittheilungen ” (Stuttgart, 
1862), p. 9, observes on the geological distribution of the genus 
Eryon, “that one finds this genus in the various strata from the 
Lowest Lias to the Upper Jurassic beds ; we may therefore con- 
clude that it enjoyed an unbroken existence through the whole 
Jurassic period. And further, the Jurassic species of Eryon were 
preceded by the still earlier Eryon (Polina) Raihlanus, Bronn, sp., 
from the Trias of Raibl, Bohemia; and the Eryon (Tropifer) 
IcRvis, Gould, sp., from the Bhaetio Bone-bed of Aust-passage,, a 
doubtful species at best. This genus then may be said to have 
its beginning in the Trias, and to have continued through the 
entire Jurassic period, and as far upwards as the Chalk, where it 
becomes extinct.” 

Dr. Oppel cites as his authority for the occurrence of Eryon in 
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tbe Chalk, “ The Geology of the South-east of England,” by G. 
A. Mantell, p. 373, » (1833), 8vo. 

On referring to MantelPs work, we find a list of fossils given and 
the genus Eryon quoted ; with a foot-note stating that the specimen 
was too imperfect for the species to be ascertained.” As no figure 
is given, nor does any Cretaceous Eryon exist among the Mantellian 
Collection preserved in our National Museum, we may, I think, justly 
conclude that the reference made by Dr. Mantell to Eryon as occur- 
ring in the Chalk was erroneous. 

Although the specimen cited by the late Dr. Oppel failed to 
establish the existence of the genus Eryon in the English Chalk, 
I have been fortunate in fixing the presence of this genus in the 
Neocomian of Silesia. 

When visiting the magnificent palaeontological collections pre- 
served in the Royal Bavarian Museum in Miinich, in 1876, under 
the direction of Dr. Oppel’s eminent successor. Professor Dr. Karl 
Zittel, I observed a most interesting and perfect example of Eryon 
from the Lowest Cretaceous (Neocomian) of the North Carpathians 
of Silesia, which by the kindness of Dr. Zittel I was permitted to 
study and describe. 

The fossil, which is preserved as an impression and counterpart in 
two small blocks of bard black bituminous-looking limestone, exhibits 
an entire Crustacean measuring nearly 35 millimetres in length, and 
22 millimetres in breadth, having tbe carapace, all the segments of 
the body, with the telson,” or tail-spine, the broad natatory caudal 
appendages, and the great chelate fore-limbs united together as in life. 

This specimen was obtained in Feb., 1863, by Dr. L. Hohenegger, 
the late Director of the Arch-Ducal Iron-works in Silesia, Galicia and 
Hungary, from the Neocomian of Niederlishna, Silesia, and named 
by him in MS. Eryon Neocomiensis. 

In describing the Lower Neocomian of this district [see Geognostio 
Sketch of the North Carpathians of Silesia and the adjacent district, 
brought up to the present state of our knowledge, by L. Hohenegger 
(Jahrbuch der k. k. Geologischen Keichsanstalt, Band 3, 1852, Wien, 
Royal 8vo. pp. 135-148, Taf. I.)], Dr. Hohenegger writes: — 

“ The identity of the small but numerous patches of ‘ Coral Lime- 
stone ’ in this district, with the Limestone of Stramberg, near 
Neutitschein, is now established beyond a doubt, by means of the 
fossils which have been obtained. They may be correlated with 
the Ignazi and Horki Mountains in Moravia and Tichau, Chlebowitz, 
etc., in Neutitschein. 

'‘Although the fauna of this place does not everywhere show 
exactly the same facies, nevertheless it embraces the characteristic 
bivalves which place its identity beyond all doubt. Besides which, 
these ‘ Coral Limestones ’ all resemble one another both in their 
mechanical and chemical constitution, although they vary from the 
purest white to blackish-grey in colour : which latter tint ” [as well 

1 The other references given by. Dr. Oppel, viz. to Meyer in Nova Acta Leopold. 
Carol. Acad. p. 283, and to Morris, Cat. firit. Fos. 1854, p. 108, are but the repe- 
tition of the same reference to Mantell. 
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seen in the matrix of the fossil Fryon about to be described] “ is 
caused by its being strongly impregnated with bitupaen, and is very 
prominent in the ‘ Coral Limestone ’ of Bobrek.” 

Eryon Neocomiensis, sp. nov. PI. XIV. Fig. 1. 

Description. — The contour of the carapace is nearly circular, being 
wider in front than behind : the anterior border is indented near 
the attachment for the antennie and the eye-stalks ; the hepatic 
border has a small and straight notch, and the cervical furrow is 
also marked by a similar rounded indentation in the lateral margins ; 
the posterior border of the carapace is roundly indented ; the first 
abdominal segment exactly occupying the concavity. 

The carapace appears to have been extremely thin and delicate in 
texture ; it is divided by a mesial ridge running from the posterior 
to the anterior margin, and by a branchio-cardiac ridge on either side 
the mesial one. 

The abdominal segments (with the exception of the first) are nearly 
uniform in size, and each has an elongated ridge down the centre ; 
the lateral portion of each segment being slightly granular, and the 
border rounded. They decrease from the second to the sixth, from 

7 mm. to 5 mm. in breadth. The telson, which is hastate in 
form, is 6 mm. long or one-fifth the entire length of the whole 
specimen ; the telson and the swimmerets of the tail together are 
12 mm. in breadth. The large claws are well preserved ; the hand 
measuring 6 mm., and to the extremity of the pincers 11 mm. 
The chelse are long, slender, and recurved, very much resembling 
species of Eryon from Solenhofen. The wrist is only 2 mm. long, 
the arm may be estimated at 11 mm. 

The eyes are, if present, indistinct ; but the large rounded scale 
at the base of the outer antenna can be distinctly seen and the 
antennas and antennules can also be made out in a good light with 
a pocket lens. The three basal joints of the antennae are stout, the 
first two are oblong in form, and the third joint has the inner angle 
produced. The total length, to the end of the flagellum, is about 

8 mm. The antennules are slender and bifid, and measure 5 mm. 
in total length. 

Mr. H. N. Moseley, F.E.S., Naturalist on board the ‘‘ Challenger,” 
mentions that “ in dredging off Matuku Island, in 320 fathoms, on a 
coral bottom, some Fborus, Turritellw, and a few other shells were 
brought up, as well as numerous specimens of the blind Crustacean 
Polycheles, and other animals, showing the fauna to be a true deep- 
water one, and with these a living specimen of the Pearly Nautilus.” 
The same Crustacean {Folyclieles), he states, was dredged off the Island 
of Sombrero in the Danish West Indies, in from 450 to 490 fathoms. 

There can be very little doubt that this curious Crustacean 
(Polycheles)j like the Pearly Nautilus with which it was dredged 
up from these great depths, is the modern representative of this 
ancient genus Eryon, and that its range in time was probably nearly 
coequal with that of the Nautilus. 

Like its living congener (Polycheles) and its fossil predecessor in 
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the Lithographic Limestone of Solenhofen, this new Cretaceous 
Eryon from Niederlishna has the outer caudal plates of the tail 
entire, whereas in the older Liassic form of Eryon it is divided across 
by a transverse joint, as is also the case in the outer swimmeret 
of the tail of Aatacus, Homarus, Nephrops^ and many other genera. 
This genus is remarkable for the persistent character of its hastiform 
telson, observable not only in the living genus Polycheles, but also 
in its Liassic predecessor, Eryon Barrovienais. Eryon Oppeli is the 
only species with an ovately rounded telson ; and therefore probably 
indicates it to belong to another genus. 

3. — Palceocaris Burnettii, 11. Woodw., sp. nov. PL XIV. Fig. 3a, h. 

The genus Palaocaris was proposed by Messrs. Meek and 
Worthen, in the Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia, in March, 1865, p. 48, for a remarkable type of Crus- 
tacean obtained from near the base of the Coal-measures of Morris, 
Grundy County, Illinois, U.S.A., having the “ inner and outer pairs 
of antennae of nearly equal length, the former each bearing a well- 
developed accessory appendage ; the peduncles of both pairs being 
shorter than the flagella. Head about as long as the first two 
abdominal segments. Thoracic legs long and slender ; anterior pair 
not chelate. Telson long, tapering and horizontally flattened ; 
* stylets * with first joint very small, second double, and also flattened 
horizontally.” 

Only one species, Palmcaris typus, has been defined by Messrs. 

Meek and Worthen. The authors describe the 

“ thorax ” as slightly loider near the middle 
than the abdomen ” ; and the thoracic and 
abdominal segments of nearly equal length ” ; 
the ‘‘telson nearly as broad at the base as 
the penultimate segment, tapering, and as long 
as two and a half of the abdominal segments. 
The ‘ stylets ’ (or lateral caudal appendages, 
sometimes called ‘ swimmerets ’) with the first 
joint very minute, second joint with each divi- 
sion as long as the telson, and lanceolinear in 
form, with pointed extremities and parallel 
setigerous margins.” 

Tliis curious larval-looking genus of Crusta- 
p ceans and another genus found by these authors 

M^&^Worthsn. same locality and formation, which closely 

resembles it, named by them, Acanthotelson 
Stimpsoni (see our Plate XIV. Fig. 4) have been referred by Prof. J. 
D. Dana, “ to a group probably holding an intermediate position 
between the typical Isopoda and the Amphipoda for which he pro- 
posed the name Anisopoda.” 

“ This intermediate group, as first shown by Prof. Dana, is 
characterized, like the Amphipoda, by having the three posterior 
pairs of thoracic legs in one series, and the four anterior pairs 
in another; while, as in the Isofoda, the branchiae are abdominal. 
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and only one pair of abdominal appendages are styliform and five 
are branchial.” 

Such characters as the above, however applicable to recent forms, 
^'cannot,” as Messrs. Meek and Worthen well observe, *‘be often 
made available for the investigation of crushed fossil species where 
so many accidents might have occurred,” to disarrange the natural 
order of the appendages. 

Having been favoured by Mr. Kobert F. Burnett, F.G.S., of 
Manchester, with the loan of a specimen, obtained by him in 
May, 1879, from the Middle Coal-Measures, River Section, Irwell 
Valley, which evidently belongs to the genus Palasocaris, I think 
it sufficiently interesting to bring it under the notice of the readers 
of the Geological Magazine, being its first occurrence in England. 

The specimen from Manchester exhibits the dorsal aspect of an 
individual about 30 millimetres in length, and 3 mm. in breadth ; 
composed of a head, rounded in front, about 3 mm. in length ; 
the somites, of which there are fourteen, each measuring about 
2 mm. in length ; the telson or tail-spine which is linear-lanceolate 
in form, is 5 mm. long, and the swimmerets are of equal length and 
striated longitudinally. Each somite has from 8 to 10 parallel 
strim crossing it from side to side. The last 7 (abdominal) somites 
have a tendency to diminish slightly in succession from before back- 
wards, and have the angles of the posterior border of each segment 
slightly produced. 

Two small rounded scales (which may he eyes, but certainly have 
not the structure of eyes preserved), one being much more distinctly 
evident than the other, are attached on either side, near the front of 
the head. 

Have these cephalic appendages (which do not seem to correspond 
with any appendage on the head of Messrs. Meek and Worthen ’s 
figures of Palceocaris typns, see woodcut), there are no other organs 
attached to the body except the telson, and the lateral lobes of the 
tail-fin. 

The well-marked transverse strim of the body-segments, their 
nearly uniform breadth anteriorly, and the more marked tendency 
of the abdominal rings to have their posterior border produced, with 
their pleurae slightly prominent, together with the more narrow form 
of the head, with its rounded scales, or eyes ? (reminding one casually 
of the head of Prosoponiscus prohlematicus from the Permian of 
Durham), sufficiently entitle this form to be treated as specifically 
distinct, and we therefore have much pleasure in dedicating it to 
the discoverer, in whose collection the specimen is preserved. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATE XIV. 

Fig. 1. Pri/on Neocomtensis, s]^.TLo\. Lowest Cretaceous (Neocomian), Niederlishna, 
Silesia. Royal Ravarian Museum, Munich. 

,, 2. Pryon Stoddarti, sp. nov. Stonesfield Slate (Great Oolite), Stonesfield, 

Oxfordshire. Coll, of the late Mr. W. W. Stoddart, Clifton, Bristol. 

,, 3. Paleeocaris Burnetii, sp. nov. Middle Coal-measures, River Section, Irwell 

Valley. Collection of R. F. Burnett, Esq., F.G.S., Manchester. 

,, 4. Acanthotehon Stimpsoni, Meek and Worthen, Coal-measures, Morris, 

Grundy Co., Illinois, 
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II. — On the Beidlington and Dimlington Glacial Shell-beds. 
By G. W. Lamplugh. 

(PLATE VIII. p. 637.) 

A paper read before the British Association at York, Sept. 1881. 

T he wooden defences which protected the cliff opposite the 
Alexandra Hotel at Bridlington Quay having been removed 
last autumn, preparatory to the erection of a more substantial 
concrete wall, a section was, for a short time, exposed which had 
long been hidden (see section PI. VIII. p. 537). The length of this 
section was a little over 1,000 feet, extending from Sands Cut to 
Carr Lane ; its average height was about 30 feet. 

For the northern two-tliirds of its length, this section showed 
Purple Boulder-clay (No. 3 of section) overlaid by chalky gravel 
(No. 2) ; and above the gravel a shelly fresh-water marl, appa- 
rently quite recent (No. 1). The Boulder-clay and gravel were 
very curiously intermingled, detached masses and long tapering 
tongues of clay (in many places showing slickensides) extending 
far into the crushed and contorted gravels. 

In this part of the section, it seemed to me that two gravels of 
different ages, the uppermost probably of fresh-water origin, were 
mingled with the remains of a once-dividing clay-band ; for, in the 
cliff two hundred yards further north, a thin Boulder-clay, much 
torn and dragged in its upper part, and in one or two places quite 
cut through, is still seen between two similar gravels.^ But, as drain- 
age works, which will doubtless yield fresh evidence, are now being 
carried on in the town, I will reserve, for the present, any further 
account of these beds.'^ 

Below the Purple Clay in the southern third of the section, about 
twelve feet of a Lower Boulder-clay was seen (No. 4), which cor- 
responded to the “ Basement Clay ” of Messrs. Wood and Eorae.^ 
This clay, which was very distinct from the Purple Clay in colour 
and character, was of a hard sandy nature and dark greenish-blue 
colour. Boulders were neither plentiful nor large in it, but the 
majority were far-travelled. Carboniferous rocks and Whin were far 
rarer than in the Purple Clay, whilst in their place were a great 
variety of igneous and metamorphic rocks — all 'quite unknown to 
me — with many black flints which do not seen to have come from 
any chalk now seen in Yorkshire. A few of these flints were green- 
coated. 

If Scandinavian or other foreign rocks be sought for in East York- 
shire, I think the exposures of this clay on the beach either at Brid- 
lington or Dimlington form by far the most promising grounds for 
exploration. 

This Boulder-clay also contained several masses of included 
material differing from itself; and in these included masses were 
many shells, both broken and unbroken, of species which showed 

^ For a section of this part of the cliff, showing the two gravels, see Geol. Mao. 
Sept. 1879, p. 393. 

^ For later account of these beds see forthcoming Proc. Yorkshire Geol. Soc. 1881 . 
3 Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxiv. p. 147. 
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them to be closely related to the well-known shell-bed, from which 
many years ago so many glacial shells were obtained, and which has 
long been hidden behind a sea-defence a short distance southward. 
This deposit, which was called by its discoverers the ** Bridlington 
Crag,” has always been of great interest to glacialists, but seems to 
have been the subject of much misconception ; and the object of this 
paper is, by re-examining the old evidence, and bringing forward 
new, to render our knowledge of the bed more complete. 

The Bridlington Crag. — When we examine the published de- 
scriptions of this shell-bed, we find they differ in several important 
particulars. 

Its discoverer in 1835, Mr. W. Bean, describes it^ as ‘‘a deposit 
of fragile and brolcen shells ^ .... a heterogeneous mass, only 

a few yards long and as many high, composed of sand, clay, marine 
shells, and pebbles of every description ; chalk and flint pebbles were, 
as might be expected, most abundant.” 

Prof. Phillips, who examined it shortly after,^ “ found the shelly 
bed .... very irregular in its upper surface, covered by 
Boulder-drift, and composed of dark sandy clay with small black 
pebbles, and chalk and flint fragments, mixed with a multitude of 
shells, many broken, and except Fholades and Cyprince, few bivalves 
having their valves together. I saw no Boulder-clay beneath ; upwards 
it seemed not sharply defined from the ordinary drift without 
shells, but yet distinct, so as not to pass gradually into that 
heterogeneous mass. . . . My own investigations led me to 

adopt the view that it was a shell-bed as early as the beginning of 
the Glacial Period (possibly Preglacial), which had been disturbed 
and displaced bodily by the pressure which attended the boulder- 
deposits, and not stratified by dispersion under ordinary water action. 
Tliis may be expressed by the term couche remani6e.’’ 

Dr. H. C. Sorby examined the bed for foraminifera, and published 
in 1858* a list of them (Appendix B), with an account of the bed. 
His description is the most circumstantial and complete. He says, — 

“The place where the crag was then best exposed was at the 
bottom of the cliff, somewhat north of the town. It appeared to 
me to be a number ^of small beds of sand and sandy clay amongst the 
Boulder-clay of the drift, which occurs both below and above the part 
with shells, also itself containing many erratic pebbles like those 
in the drift. Though some few of the shells are found elsewhere, 
yet they are most numerous about a quarter of a mile north of the 
pier. The section there exhibited, at the bottom, bluish clay with 
pebbles of chalk and flint, as well as of other rocks transported from 
a distance, passing upwards into similar clay without pebbles. 
Above this was a very variable deposit of sandy beds and clay, 
similar to that below, as well as some that is brown and quite like 
the ordinary Boulder-clay of the district, except in containing shells. 

' Phillips’ Geology of Yorkshire, 3rd edition, p. 86. 

* The italics throughout the extracts are mine. 

® loc, cit. ja. 87. 

* Proc. West Biding Geol. and Polytechnic Soc. vol. iii. p. 669. 
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Over this were sand and clay, and occasionally pure decomposed 
chalk, and then a mass of Boulder-clay of the usual description.” 

The lower part of the section is much contorted, in the manner so 
common in the drift strata, as described by me in my paper on that 
subject, and there attributed to the action of icebergs. It is also 
well worthy of remark that the same force which produced these 
contortions appears to have fractured some of the shells imbedded in 
the clay, and displaced the fragments, which, nevertheless, may often 
be found within a short distance from each other. I have in my 
collection a number of specimens of Saxicava riigosa that show this 
fact to great advantage. Indeed, it seemed as though the exposed 
crag was only the upper portion of the contortions, and that the 
main bed was below the level of the beach, and might not have been 
exposed in the cliff if it had not been thus bent and raised up by 
lateral pressure.” 

So far as I know, these are the only descriptions given by eye- 
witnesses. It will be seen that all agree that the shells occurred in 
clay as well as in sand, and that the beds were fragmentary and 
showed many signs of pressure and disturbance. Yet, misled 
doubtless by the sandy matrix of most of the shells, and by the 
perfect condition of those which were collected, — for in a mass like 
this the best specimens would naturally be selected, — most geologists 
now seem to regard the bed as a seam of undisturbed sand 
with shells, in place. 

Thus Messrs. Wood and Kome' describe the shells as oocumng 
in a bed of sand in the lower part of the Purple Clay, and Sir C. 
Lyell in his ^ Student’s Elements’* refers to it as ‘‘a thin bed of 
sand resting on glacial clay with much chalk debris.” 

Three years ago, Mr. Bed well and myself^ were able to prove, 
by fragmentary shells collected from the Basement Clay, and by its 
position on the beach, that the shell-bed was in this division, and 
not in the Purple Clay ; which I am now able to confirm by direct 
evidence. 

In his latest paper ^ Mr. S. V. Wood says of the bed — '‘The 
Bridlington shells unquestionably lived where they occur, for they 
are in the most perfect preservation ; and though the sand con- 
taining them has, in the specimens I possess, hardened to the 
condition of rock, the bivalves have both valves adherent and are 
quite unworn.” I think the above-quoted extracts alone are sufficient 
to show that this conclusion is, to say the least, very doubtful. 

Lists of the Bridlington shells have been published by Dr. S. P. 
Woodward,® Mr. S. V. Wood, jun.,® and Dr. J. Jeffreys^ 

(see Appendix A). 

The Dimlington Shell-bed. — Some years ago a similar shell- 

^ Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. vol. xxiv. p. 149. 

* Student’s Elements, 2nd ed. p. 169. 

8 Geol. Mag. Dec. II. Vol. V. p. 509. 

* Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxxvi. p. 616. 

® Geol. Mag. Vol. I. p. 49. 

® Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxvi. p. 92. 

’ Phillips’ Geol. of Yorkshire, 3rd ed. p. 274, 
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bed was found in the drift at Dimlington, 32 miles south of Brid- 
lington. The most complete account of this bed, that I have seen, 
is the following, by Mr. S. V. Wood, jun.‘ .... “The seam of 
sand in, but near the top of, the Basement Clay of Holderness at 
Dimlington, where its junction with the Purple Clay which over- 
lies it is displayed in the cliff, was detected by a party of geologists 
consisting of Sir C. Lyell, Mr. Leonard Lyell, Prof. T. M. Hughes, 
and Mr. Eome ; and a description of it was sent to me by Sir C. 
Lyell with the molluscan remains which they extracted. These 
remains, especially those of the Nucula, were, many of them, 
broken, though freshly fractured and unworn ; but the written 
description sent me with them was that they were taken from a 
seam of dark sand literally packed with perfect specimens of Nucula 
CohholdicB, which seemed to be double ; and this was certainly the 
condition of one of the bivalves (Astarte compressa) which was 
sent me.” 

Having thus summarized our present knowledge of the subject, 
I will record the new facts which have come under my notice. 

Description of the shelly patches recently seen in the 
Boulder-clay at Bridlington. — I have already mentioned that 
in the section opposite the Alexandra Hotel at Bridlington Quay, the 
Basement Boulder-clay was seen to include several masses of different 
materials (see section A. A. A.). These masses consisted for the 
greatest part of a very fine clay, generally either light-blue or dark 
bluish-black in colour ; but in one place brown. This clay seemed 
to have been a stratified deposit; but the stratification was so nearly 
destroyed, that it was shown merely by irregular stripes. Coarse 
yellowish-green sand was incorporated with this clay in most of the 
patches, spreading curiously through their mass in irregular little dabs 
and threads forming doubtful lines, as though it had been partially 
kneaded in. This sand always contained many shells, which were 
generally crushed into fine fragments. Shells also occurred in 
the clays, but much less plentifully, and often with sand under 
the valves. The beds contained a few erratic pebbles, chiefly 
little black phosphatic-looking lumps (which remind me of those 
in one of the Lower Neocomian beds at Speeton) and a dark green 
quartzite. I did not notice either chalk or flint in them ; in which 
they differ markedly from those previously described. The largest 
of these masses was of irregular shape, about 14 feet in its 
greatest length and 4 feet in height, and seemed to be crushed 
vertically between walls of Boulder-clay. From it I obtained the 
most perfect specimens. The others were much smaller, and were 
squeezed out so as to form wavy lenticular streaks. The junction 
between these and the Boulder-clay was sometimes well-marked 
and sometimes insensible. After finding a few of the larger shells, 
I washed lumps of the sand and clay, and obtained thus many small 
specimens, which were far less broken than the larger, and also 
many foraminifera and entoinostraca, and two or three small echinoid 
spines. A few, even of the larger shells, were in an absolutely 
^ Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxxvi. p. 515. 
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perfect state of preservation ; whilst those which were broken were 
probably broken either during the life of the animal or very 
shortly after, as in one or two oases the umbos of fragmentary 
bivalves remained together, though much of the shell was missing ; 
showing, I think, that the ligament existed at the time ; and some 
fragments of Astarte and Gyprina from Dimlington showed the 
epidermis. 

From these patches I obtained twenty-eight species of molluscs 
(for list see Appendix D), which Dr. J. Gwyn Jeffreys has had 
the kindness to examine for me, and he has named four species 
which are not included in the published lists of the Bridlington 
shells, viz. Rtssoa Wyville-Thomsoni, Menestho albula, Leda tenuia, 
and Leda lenticula. 

I have picked out twelve species and varieties of Foraminifcra 
(see Appendix C), though doubtless a more experienced microscopist 
would be able to detect nianj^ more. I have to thank Mr. H. B. 
Brady for naming these for me. 

I have seen several other patches of this kind in the Basement 
Boulder-cla3% at various times, in exposures on the beach, to the 
southward of this section,' and nearer the place where the shells 
were first found, but have not before seen them in section. 

It will be seen from the above-quoted descriptions of that bed, 
that these shelly patches are essentially the same as the so-called 
** Bridlington Crag,” which was not really a bed at all in the 
stricter sense of the word, but a similar, though more extensive 
set of streaks and masses of sand and cla}*^ in P>oulder-ch\y. 

Shells in Bouldeu-clay. — The surrounding Boulder-clay also 
contains many shell-fragments, with now and then a perfect valve, 
which have undoubtedly been derived from similar bods, having 
been thoroughly kneaded up and mixed with glacial debris. This 
is shown b^r the extremely patchy nature of the cla^^, even where 
the shell-beds have been wholly destroyed, as on the south beach 
at Bridlington, the clay varying in character from step to step. 

Then, too, under many of the unbroken valves, there still remains 
a little coarse sand, showing the original matrix of the shells ; and 
many of its boulders show Pholas and CUonce borings ; and these 
borings contain in many instances the same coarse green sand. As 
not one, but several kinds of rock are bored, the bottom on which 
the shells lived would seem to have been strewn with boulders. 

As a curious illustration of glacial erosion, I may mention the 
finding in this Boulder-clay, on the south beach, of a TelUna ballhica 
with valves united and perfectly unbroken. Sand filled the interior, 
but all around was Boulder-clay, — the shell, in fact, occurred as an 
erratic pebble ; — which, I think, shows well how misleading may be 
the evidence of a few selected specimens as to the general conditions 
of the bed from which they came ; certainly no one would have 
judged this shell to be from the Boulder-clay. 

Of twenty -five species identified from the ‘‘Basement” Clay at 
Bridlington (Appendix E), only one species and one variety are 

1 Geol. Mag. Dec. II. Vol. VI. p. 399. 
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not included in the published lists of the “Bridlington Crag ” shells. 
These are Pecten opercularia, and Mya truncata, van Uddevallensis, 

The Dimlington Shell-beds. — I have not yet been able to find 
at Dimlington the bed from which Sir Charles Lyell’s party obtained 
their shells,^ but last spring I found streaks, identical in appearance 
with those at Bridlington, in an exposure of the Basement Clay on 
the beach a little to the north of the high land. I examined them 
for shells, and found many, but all crushed. I also got three large 
hardened casts in gritty sand of Pholas borings, with the Pholas 
(P. criapata) imbedded in the midst. Similar hardened casts are 
common at Bridlington. About two months ago I again saw an 
exposure of the Basement Clay at Dimlington, — this time of very 
unusual extent, — stretching for nearly a mile along the beach near 
low-water mark. The clay was throughout extraordinarily patchy, 
and was, in fact, in good part made up of masses of included 
material, of all sizes, and of diverse composition. Many consisted 
of fine blue clays mixed with sand, like those at Bridlington ; and 
from these I obtained some very fine and perfect shells. Others 
however contained no shells, were almost black in colour, and 
seemed as if made up of the waste of some of the pyritous 
secondary clays, for when the sun shone hot upon them they 
smelt very strongl^^ and weathered in the cliff with a dirty yellow 
efflorescence and bad odour, like the lowest beds of the Lower 
Neocomian at Speeton. They are, indeed, quite possibly made up, 
in part, of these beds, as I noticed a few Neocomian fossils in 
Boulder-clay. Some of the patches, again, were of a rusty brown ; 
and one of these contained a few broken shells, which were possibly 
derivative. 

I also found in the bottom of the cliff a streak of crushed shells, 
much in the same position as the one already known. It ran irre- 
gularly through a mass of dark-blue clay, without stones, bounded 
on all sides by Boulder-clay in the same way as those on the beach ; 
the shells, chiefly Saxtcava nigosay were crushed into small fragments, 
and the whole mass showed slickensides. In one or two cases the 
valves seemed to have been united. I found, some time ago, a single 
specimen of Tellina halthica uncrushed and with valves united, in a 
little pocket of sand near the same place. 

The Boulder-clay itself was crammed in places with detached 
and fragmentary valves. It also contained a few huge boulders of 
far-travelled rocks. One mass of gneiss was about 5 feet by 
by 3. 

From the Boulder-clay and the patches I obtained twent 3 "-seven 
species (see Appendix F), of which all except two have been 
found at Bridlington. These are, Thracia pubescenSf and Cardium 
Oroenlandicum. 

Similar Beds in Filey Bay. — I have already^ recorded * the dis- 

^ In the discussion which followed this paper, Prof. Hughes, one of the dis- 
coverers, satisfactoi'ily accounted for this, as he said they took the bed away with 
them, it being merely a curved streak of sand in Boulder -clay, like those I have seen. 

* Proc. Yorkshire Geol. Soc. for 1879, p. 169 ; and Geol. Mao. April, 1881, 
p. 179. 
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coverj of an outlier of the Basemen t-olay, between tide-marks in 
Filey Bay opposite the village of Heighten ; and there, too, it con- 
tained the same clay-streaks with crushed shells,— chiefly Cardita 
borealis. 

These three are the ^nly places where I have as yet seen this 
blue ' Basement ’ Boulder-clay, and the shell-streaks therefore seem 
to characterize it. 

Stratigraphical Hel-^tions op the Shelly Boulder-clay. — 
Tliough I have throughout called this shelly Boulder-clay the 
‘Basement Clay,’ to describe its position in the series, it is not, 
perhaps, quite correct to do so, as Messrs. Wood and Home, who 
established this division, trace it in many places where the shelly 
clay does not exist, making it extend along the base of the cliff 
from Diralington northwards to beyond Hornsea.^ These gentlemen 
have, I think, included in their division a hard massive Boulder- 
clay, greyish in colour and very full of chalk, which overlies the 
shelly clay on both north and south sides of Dimlington Heights ; 
but it is somewhat irregular and intermittent under Dimlington, 
having apparently su fie red severe erosion. Shells, even in frag- 
ments, are very rare in it, — rarer even than in the overlying 
Purple Clay. 

This chalky clay is, I think, more closely connected with the 
‘Purple’ than with the shelly clay; but should it eventually be 
retained as the top of the ‘ Basement Clay,’ the shelly clay must be 
described as a zone in that division. 

Above the chalky cla}^ at Dimlington there are in places twenty 
feet of bedded sands and .fine clays with no fossils, and then the 
Purple Clay, often in two divisions. 

At Bridlington, the shelly clay, wherever it comes below beach- 
level, is overlaid by a finely laminated and in places ripple-marked 
clay of a deep brown colour, — very tough and unctuous, — containing 
no stones, and varying from two to sixteen feet in thickness, as it 
fills and levels hollows in the lower clay ; but as soon as the top of 
that clay rises above the beach-line, the laminated clay disappears, 
and the Purple and Shelly Clays come together as in the section 
under the Alexandra. 

This is probably owing to erosion during the formation of the 
Purple Clay, as, in the section just referred to, masses and bands of 
the lower clay were seen twisted upwards for some distance into 
the Purple Clay (at J?), just as the Purple Clay into the gravels a 
little further north ; and there were also one or two detached patches 
of laminated clay agreeing in appearance with this bed in the lower 
part of the Purple Clay (at C). I obtained another proof of the 
later disturbance which the whole mass of the lower clay must have 
suffered : for in it, under the Alexandra, one of the many stones 
with Pholas borings — a hard calcareous nodule which still held the 
hardened green sand in the holes, and had been afterwards striated — 
had been broken in two as it lay deep in the clay, and the parts 


1 Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxiv. p. 148. 
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separated by about three inches, probably by the shearing of the 
whole mass of the clay under pressure. 

I have not seen a representative of the chalky clay above the 
shelly clay at Bridlington, though from the already-quoted descrip- 
tions given by Prof. Phillips and Dr. Sorby of that part of the cliff 
now concealed, it is possible that such may exist. 

As the shelly clay reaches low-water mark at Dimlington and 
Bridlington, 1 can give no account of its thickness, nor of the 
underlying beds. 

Origin and Formation of the Beds. — As there are points con- 
nected with these beds that I do not yet understand, it would be 
useless for me to attempt to explain their origin. Thus, one point 
— and this bears strongly on the origin of the shelly patches — 
is the peculiarly restricted range of the shells, and the difference 
between the fauna of patches almost adjoining. For instance, at 
Dimlington nowhere did I find Dentalinm striolatum, save in one 
small patch, where, from a mere handful of clayey sand, I obtained 
the remains of over a dozen individuals. In another patch I found 
Natica affinis, — in another, a few fragments of Nucula Cobboldice , — 
in another, Fecten IsJandicus ; and so on ; in each case associated 
with a few forms such as Tellina halihiva^ Saxicava rugosa, Astarte 
borealis^ and A, sulcata, var. eUiptica, which occurred in varying 
proportions nearly everywhere. It was the same at Bridlington. 
There, in the largest mass, several shells were found which were 
not present in the smaller patches ; and in one of the latter 
Pleuroioma turricula was the most abundant shell, and was peculiar 
to it. Thus, again, some years ago Mr. Bedwell obtained Cijprina 
Islandica with valves united, though much crushed, from an ex- 
posure on the beach near the original bed, but nowhere have I 
seen this shell in place, though fragments of it, derived from some 
such bed, are plentiful in the Boulder-clay. Tellina balthica, too, 
is far more plentiful in the Boulder-clay than in any of the shell- 
patches I have seen. 

Now this, coupled with their diverse composition, shows that 
the masses have been brought together from different depths and 
localities, — a result which does not seem to me to be exactly what 
we should expect to be brought about either by land or floating ice. 
It has, perhaps, been produced by a combination of both, since, I 
suppose, an ice-sheet advancing over a sea-bottom would necessarily 
throw out before it a thin fringe of bergs, whose pioneer work on 
unbroken ground even the passage of the main mass might not 
entirely obliterate. Or, it may have been caused by the passage of 
the eroding agent over the edges of an older series of variable beds ; 
but much of the evidence discountenances this view. 

At any rate, I think the coarse sand was the true old sea-bottom 
on which the shells lived ; and that this sea-bottom was afterwards 
covered by a thick deposit of glacial mud; and then the whole 
subjected to some disturbing force, — ice in some form no doubt, — 
which removed it piecemeal ; perhaps in frozen masses. 

In the Appendices I give full lists of the shells. 
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Postscript. — Since writing the above, the storms of this autumn 
cleared the shingle from a small extent of beach near the town and 
close to where the ‘ Crag ’ was first found. This exposure showed 
‘Basement Clay’ of the usual character, including in it one large 
mass of clay and sand with shells, and closely adjoining another 
similar mass of fine dark mud, without shells or stones ; and through 
this there ran a short seam of peaty matter apparently of vegetable 
origin. It is not improbable therefore that some of these shell-less 
patches may be of fresh-water origin. 


Appendix A. — List of the Bridlington Shells published by Dr. J. Gwyn 
Jeffreys, F.ll.S., in Phillips’ Geology of Yorkshire. 3rd ed. d. 274. 


Brachiopoda. 

1 JRliynchonella psittacea. 

CONCHIFERA. 

2 Anomia ephippium, 

3 pRctm Islandicus, 

4 Mytilus edulis. 

5 „ modiolus. 

6 Nucula Cohholdiis. 

7 „ tenuis; and var. injlata. 

8 Leda minuta; and var. huccata, 

9 „ pernula. 

10 „ limatula. 

11 Pectunculus fflycimeris. 

12 Montacuia hidentata. 

13 Cardium Istandicum, 

14 „ edule. 

15 Cardita borealis, 

16 Cyprina Islandica. 

17 Astarte sulcata ; and var. elliptica. 

18 „ depressa. 

19 „ borealis ; and var. Withami, 

„ and monstr. mutahile. 

20 ,, compressa. 

2 1 Venus fiuctuosa, 

22 Tellina balthica. 

23 ,, calcaria ; fLndiyVi,r, obliqua. 

24 Ponax vittatus. 

25 Mactra solida ; var. elliptica, 

26 Thracia pr<rtenuis, 

27 Corbula gibha. 

28 Mya arenaria. 

29 ,, truncata. 

30 Saxicava Norvegica. 

31 ,, Tugosa, 

32 Pholas crispata. 

SOLENOCONCHIA. 

33 Pentalium entale. 

34 „ striolatum. 


Gasteropoda. 

35 Lepeta cceca, 

36 Puncturella noachina, 

37 Trochus varicosus, 

38 Littorina litorea. 

39 ,, rudis. 

40 Turritella terehra. 

41 ,, erosa, 

42 Scalaria Grcenlandica. 

43 Natica Islandica. 

44 ,, Grcenlandica, 

45 Natica ^inis ; and var. occlusa, 

46 „ Montacuti. 

47 Trichotropis borealis, 

48 Adinete viridula. 

49 Purpura lapillus^ 

50 Buccinum undatum, 

51 Trophon truncatus. 

52 „ clathratus; vcadivsct, Gunneri, 

53 „ Fahricii. 

54 „ latericeus. 

55 Fusus despectus ; and monstr. contra^ 

rium. 

56 „ Leckenhyi, 

57 „ curtus ; and var. expansa. 

58 „ Spitzbergensis, 

59 ,, propinquus. 

60 ,, Sarsi. 

61 Columbella rosacea, 

62 Pleurotoma pyramidalis. 


63 


violacea. 

64 

»> 

elegans. 

65 


turricula : and vars. nohilis 



and exarata. 

66 


harpularia. 

67 


Trevelyana, 


Appendix B. — List of Foraminifera given by Dr. H. C. Sorby, F.R.S., 
IN HIS paper on the Bridlington Crag, Proc. West Biding of Yorkshire 
Gbol. and Polytechnic Soc. vol. iii. p. 559. 


Pentalina communis, 
Lagena striata. 
Polymorphina lactea. 


Quinqueloculina seminulum. 
Bobulina calcar ? 
Truncatuhna tuberculata. 


And undetermined species of 

Biloculina. 

Guttulina, 


Nonionina. 

Triloculina, 
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Also two Entomostraoa 

Cytheridea Sorbyana, | Cytherea concinna. 

See also Prof. T. Kupert Jones and W. K. Parkei*, Geol. Mag. 
Vol. I. p. 55, and Palasontograpliical Society. 


Appendix C. — List op Foraminifera obtained from included masses op 

SAND AND CLAY IN THE UaSEMENT BoULDER-ClAY AT BrIDLINOTON, 1881. 


Miliolina aeminulum, 

Layena Itevis. 

„ gfohosa. 

Dentalina pawperata. 

Olandulina Iceviyata^ running into varieties 
Olandulina rotundata. 


Glandulina (pqualis, 
CassiduUna hevigata, 
Cassidulina crasna. 

Aoniouina depressula. 
Polif&ionudlo. st riato-punctata, 
Pulvinulina Karsteni. 


I have to thank Mr. H. B. Brady, F.R.S., for his kindness in 
naming the above for me. He says, “As far as they go, they indicate 
a cold sea-bottom of 80 to 100 fathoms, not unlike some parts north 
of Shetland (the Faroe Channel, etc.).’* 


Appendix T ). — List of Mollusca obtained from the included masses of 
SAND AND clay IN THE ‘ BaSEMENT ’ BoULDER-ClAY AT BulDLINGTUN, 1881. 


1 Pecten Islandictts. 

2 Nucula Cohholdice, 

3 Leda limatala. 

*4 Leda tenuis (fry). 

♦5 Leda lenticula. 

6 Cardium Islandicum, 

7 Cardita borealis, 

*8 AsUirte sulcata ; var. elUptica. 

*9 „ borealis. 

*10 comprcssa; and var. striata. 

*11 Tellina halthica. 

12 calcaria, 

13 Mya truucata. 

♦14 Saxicava ruyosa. 


15 Saxicava Norvegica. 

16 Dr.ntaliam eutalc. 

♦17 Trochus varirosus (fry). 

18 TiirHtella erosa, 

♦19 Natica Island ica, 

*20 „ Grcenlandica. 

♦21 affinis, 

♦22 lllSSOA vV yville-Thomsoni. 
♦23 Mknestiio albula. 

♦24 Trophon clathratus. 

25 Fusus despectus. 

26 ,, Sarsi. 

27 Admete viridula. 

*28 Pleurotoma turricula. 


The species printed in capitals are additions to the Bridlington 
fauna. Unbroken specimens were obtained of those marked with 
an asterisk (*•'*). 


Appendix E. — List of Mollusca (mostly fragmentary) obtained from 
the ‘Basement’ Boulder-Clay at Bridlington. 


1 Pecten opercularis. ^ 

2 ,, Islandicus. 

3 Nucula CohboldicB. 

4 Leda pernula. 

5 Pectunculus glycimeris. 

6 Cardium edule. 

7 „ Islandicum, 

8 Cypriaa Jslandica, 

9 Aslarte sulcata, var. eUiptica, 

10 „ borealis. 

11 „ compressa, 

12 „ depressa. 

13 Tellina halthica. 

14 ,, calcaria. 

1 From the list published by me in the 
verified. 

DECADE II. — VOL. VIII. — NO. XII. 


15 Mya arenaria 7 ^ 

16 ,, truucata. 

17 Mya truncata var U ddevallensis 

18 Saxicava rugosa. 

19 ,, Norvegica. 

20 Pholas crispata. 

21 Deiitalium tntale, 

22 L'urritella erosa. 

23 Buccinum undatum. 

24 Fusus curtus. 

Also Balanus crenaius. 

„ sulcatus. 

,, tiutinnabulum, and 
Ciiona perforens. 

Geol. Mag. Nov. 1878, and not since 


35 
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Appendix F. — List of Mollusca obtained from the Shelly ‘Basement’ 
Bouldeb-Clay and included masses at Bimlinoton. 


1 Pecten Jslandicus, 

2 Mytilus modiolus, 

3 Nucula Cohholdi(B, 

4 „ tenuis. 

5 Leda pernula, 

6 Cardium edule. 

7 Cardium Grcenlandicum. 

8 Cyprina Islandica. 

9 Astarte depressa, 

♦10 „ ; and var. 

♦11 „ sulcata, var. elliptica. 

♦12 ,, compressa. 

♦13 Tellina haltlnca. 

14 „ calcar ia. 

♦15 Mactra solida, var. elliptica. 


16 Thracia pubebcens. 

17 Mya truncata. 

♦18 Saxicava rvgosa. 

19 ,, JVorvegica, 

♦20 Pholas crispata. 

*21 JJentalium entale. 

22 ,, sfriolatum, 

2'*! Turritclla crosa. 

•24 JVatica affinis. 

25 Fusus dvspcctus. 

26 ,, Spitzhergensis. 

*27 Plmrotoma pyramidalis. 
Also Balatius Hameri. 

„ crcnatus. 


As in the Bridlington list, the asterisk denotes that the shell has 
been obtained unbroken. The two species in capitals have not 
been found at Bridlington. 

Dr. J. Gwyn Jeffre^^s remarks that he considers all these shells 
** comparatively shallow water species, from 2 to 10 fathoms. They 
are unmistakeably arctic.” 


Appendix G. — The following are the additions in the above lists to 
THE Bridlington Molluscan Fauna as contained in Appendix A. 


1 Pecten opercularis. Bridlington. 

2 Leda tenuis. Bridlington. 

3 Leda lenticula. Bridlington. 

4 Cardium Oroenlandicum. Dinaling- 

toii. 

5 Thracia puhescens. Dimlington. 


6 Mya truncata, var. Uddevallensis. 

Bridlington. 

7 Pissoa Wyville^Thomsoni. Bridling- 

lon. 

8 Menestho alhula. Bridlington. 


I have great pleasure in thanking Dr. J. Gwyn Jeffreys for his 
kindness in examining for me the great number of shells, chiefly 
fragmentary, from which these lists are compiled ; and also my 
friend Mr. W. Headley, of Bridlington Quay, for his valuable 
assistance in procuring specimens. 


III. — On the Parallelism of the Hanoverian and English 
UrrER Jurassic Formations. By C. Struckmann. 

Communicated by the Translator, 'VV'. S. Dallas, F.L.S. ; 

Assistant- Secretary, Geological Society of London. 

[M. C. Struckmann, who has already published an elaborate treatise 
on the Upper Jura of the neighbourhood of Hanover, has com- 
municated to the “Neues Jahrbiich fiir Mineralogie, etc.” (1881, 
Bd. II. pp. 77 — 102), a comparison, founded mainly upon palaeon- 
tological evidence, between the Upper Jurassic deposits of that 
district and England, and a statement of the conclusions at which 
he arrives will be interesting to many English geologists. 

He commences with an abstract of the authorities on which he 
founds his knowledge of the English deposits, referring especially 
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to certain recent memoirs, such as that On the Corallian Rocks of 
England,” by Messrs. Blake and Hiidleston that On the Kimmer- 
idge Clay of England,” by the Rev. J. F. Blake,* and the important 
paper “ On the Portland Rocks of England,” by the latter author.* 
In using the palaeontological details given in these and other works 
on the English Upper Jurassic rocks for the formation of a com- 
parative table of common fossils, M. Struckmann has accepted only 
those species about the determination of which there was no doubt, 
so that there is no room for erroneous results arising from diiferences 
of interpretation. On the whole he has adopted the subdivisions 
established by the English authors in the Upper Jurassic rocks ; 
but he has united their Lower Calcareous Grit (Nothe Grit) and 
Lower Limestone (Nothe Clay, Ilainbleton Oolite) with the upper 
region of the underlying Oxford Clay (zone of Ammonites hiarmatus) ; 
aTid has also combined the Middle Calcareous Grit, the Coralline 
Oolite, and the Coral Rag in a single division. A part of the Coral 
Rag, however, may be the equivalent of the Supracoralline Beds. 
Upon the evidence derived from these memoirs and his own in- 
vestigations of the fossils of the corresponding Hanoverian deposits, 
M. Struckmann has constructed an elaborate table showing the 
horizons at which the common species, 125 in number, occur, and 
the results of this table for the great classes of organisms he sum- 
marizes as follows (see next page) : — 

The conclusions at which M. Struckmann arrives from the study 
of this table are as folio wsJ : — 

1. In all, the table shows 125 species of fossil remains of animals 
which are common to the English and Hanoverian Upper Jurassic 
series. Of these, nearly half (48 per cent.) belong to the Bivalve 
Mollusca, 21 per cent, to the Gasteropods, 12 per cent, to the Echinoids, 
6*4 per cent, to the Cephalopods, and 4-8 per cent, to Corals. The 
number of Cephalopoda is comparatively very small, a circumstance 
due to the extraordinary poverty of the North -German Upper Jura, 
and especially its upper portions, in remains of this class of animals. 
On the other hand, the Echinoidea are comparatively strongly repre- 
sented, which may be because, both in England and North Germany, 
they have been witliin the Isat few years subjected to a thorough 
monographic treatment, and are therefore better known than otlier 
classes of animals. With regard to the Corals, I am convinced, says 
M. Struckmann, that a considerably larger number of common species 
will be recognized, as soon as the Corals of the North-German Upper 
Jura have been worked out monograph ically. 

The table shows at once that the agreement of palaeontological 
conditions is much greater in the lower part of the Upper Jurassic 
formations than in the higher deposits, a phenomenon by no means of 
isolated occurrence ; for I have already shown ^ that the Oxfordian 

^ Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. 1877, p- 260. 

* Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. 1875, p. 196. 

* Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. 1880, p. 180. 

* Der Obere Jura der Umg. von liannover, p. 166. 



548 D)\ C. Struckmann — The Jura of Hanover and England. 


I— I 

o 

<1 


Q 

W 

CQ 

HH 

o 

t-H 

H 

C . 

H r/i 

W 

|i 

is 

^ s 

Kg 

I/} t? 
CO H9 

o 

« 

pil 

w 2 

w g 

H ^ 

O 

5^ 

O 

W 

CO 

W 

W 

H 

H 

<1 

o 

o 


w 

o 

w 


•puBnaod aaddfi 


‘puBiiJoj jaiioi 


•aSjpijauxniTji 

ladd/i ao ‘8paq-»i»i/y4Jj 


•aSpuainrai^ 

®IPPIK <10 


_ -Bpaq-paJuusi^ 

u'O ' 

If fc 

^ s , 

" " •gjjvjauiny 

*2 I vjn}v.tqaj^x JO 0“0Z 


00 r-l C<1 


<-4 CO 


I-I lO C<l ; (N CO 


^ O 00 


»0 CO CO 


•a;n«0 aniUBJioo aaddfi 


•91II00 auui^-ioo -laA^oi 


•Bpaa jauinsjaH 


CO t- 


j:>- CN 


P 

o 

W 


•auois ptiBlIJOj 


•putJg pirenaoj 


*95[^m 

JO iB|o aSpuacarai^ iadd]i 


•a>{T!lfj 

JO iBio o3puatuuiT)i J 0 A 07 


•ojlBia JO 

8paq-a2BSSBj ailpuauiuii^q 


CO CO 


'spag auipBaooBjdng 
pire ‘juo finoojt?o[B3 aedd/j 


UO CO CO »H »«H 


'Hvn iBJoo 
pn-B ‘ajiioo auqpjaoQ 
‘jUQ BnoojBOiTij’ aippij\[ 


•auojsauiri jaMO-^I 
puB juQ stioaaBoiB3 aaMOT 


ifO 1-1 00 r-> CO 


»-• : (N <M U5 


I 


ec 

c8 


O) 

rs 

0 

01 

2 

(V 

'o 



.g 

'S 

IB 

a 

2 

1 

w 

P 

Q 

»o 

OI 

o 

CO 


§* ■§ 


CO 00 eo 



Dr, C. Struckmann — The Jura of Hanover and England, 5i9 

beds and the Coralline Oolite almost everywhere display a very 
similar fauna, whilst the development of local faunas commences 
with the Kirameridge, so that, in the case of the higher deposits of 
the Upper Jura, the palaeontological material alone does not suffice 
for comparison and correlation. 

2. From the Lower Calcareous Grit (including the upper region 
of the Oxford Clay with Ammonites cordatus, A, atlileta and Ostrea 
dilatata) and the Lower Limestone, 24 species, and among them 12 
Conchifera, 4 Cephalopoda, and 4 Fchinoida, occur also in the 
Hanoverian Jura. 

a. Of these 24 species, 16 occur in the Hersumer beds of Han- 
over, and 6 of these {Thracia pingnis, Belemnites hastatus, 
monifes cordatus^ A, arduennensisy A. perarmatuSy and A. ataleia) have 
not hitherto been found in any higher beds, while the other 10 
species also occur in the Coralline Oolite. It is further to be re- 
marked that in England 20 of these 24 species belong in common 
to the Lower and Middle Calcareous Grits, whilst only 3 species are 
confined to the lowest zone. 

h. The other 8 species do not occur in Hanover in the Hersumer 
beds, but in the Coralline Oolite, — 6 in the Lower and 2 in the 
Upper Coralline Oolite. Considering the near affinity of the 
inferior zones of the Upper Oolite both in England and in 
North Germany, this is not at all surprising. On the contrary, 
from the conditions of stratification and the close palaBontological 
relationship, it cannot be doubted that the Lower Calcareous Grit 
and the Lower Limestone together, and including the upper region 
of the underlying Oxford Clay, represent the North-German Her- 
sumer beds, i.e, the South-German zones of Ammonites hiarmatns 
and A, transversariusy taken together. No separation of the Her- 
sumer beds into two zones is practicable in North German}", so 
far as my observations go. 

3. The Middle Calcareous Grity including the Coralline Oolite 
and Coral Kag, contains the great number of 68 species of fossil 
remains of animals, which also occur in the Upper Jura of Hanover, 
and among them 6 Corals, 15 Echinoids (or the whole of the known 
common species), 6 Cephalopods, 28 Bivalve Mollusca, and 11 
Gasteropods. 

a. Of these 68 species there are : — 


In the Hanoverian Coralline Oolite p^enerally 57 species. 

Only below, i.e. in the Hersumer beds 6 ,, 

Only above the Coralline Oolite 6 , , 


Of the first-mentioned 57 species, 16 have hitherto been found 
near Hanover only in the Coralline Oolite, and among them are : — 
Cidaris flnrigemma, Hemicidaris intermediay Pygurus pentagonalis, 
Stomechinus gyratus,^ Echinohrissus dimidiatuSy^ EmarginuUna Gold- 
fussiiy^ Turbo princeps,^ Fhasianella stnata, Natica Clio, and 
Nerincea visurgis. 

The species marked with an asterisk are also limited to this 
division in England so far as is at present known. 
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1), Of the 68 species of the Middle Calcareous Grit, etc., there 
ai*e, near Hanover: — 

Peculiar to the Lower Coralline Oolite 66 species. 

Ouly occurring lower G ,, 

Only higher (including 2 species in the Upper Coralline Oolite) 7 ,, 

Only 25 species are peculiar to the Upper Coralline Oolite, so 
that the palaeontological affinity to the Lower Coralline Oolite is 
considerably greater. Of the above 55 species, the following 11 
species are, so far as at present known, limited to the Lower 
Coralline Oolite, namely : — MontlivaJtia suhdiapar,^ Thamnastrcea 
araclinoides^^ Isastrcea explanata,^ MiUcricrinns echinatiis, Pseudo- 
dindema liemisplioericum,*^ Ghjpticus Ideroghjphicus,^ Pygasfer um- 
brella,^ Pecten incequicosiatus,*^ Ldma densejmnctata,^* Opis J^hillips- 
iana, and Isodonia Deshayesea.^ 

The species marked with an asterisk are confined in England also 
to this division according to the evidence before me. 

Hence it cannot be at all doubtful that we must seek the parallels 
for this middle division of the “Corallian Rocks” in the North 
German Coralline Oolite, and indeed especially in the Lower 
Coralline Oolite {Crenularis-hedB of the Aargau according to 
Moesch, Rauracien inferieur”of Tribolet, Sequanien inferieur ” 
of the Haute-Marne of P. de Loriol, beds with Ammonites himammaitis 
(inferior zone) or beds with Cidaris Jlorigemma (inferior zone) of 
Oppel). The agreement in the stratigraphical and pala 3 ontological 
conditions may be characterized as complete. 

4. The Supracoralline beds (Upper Calcareous Grit) in England 
show 30 species which also occur in the Hanoverian Upper Jura, 
and among them are 4 Echinoids, 16 Conchifera, and 6 Gasteropods. 

a. Of the 30 species there belong 

To the Hanoverian Coralline Oolite in general 22 species. 

Only to lower beds {Lholndo^nya htmicardia) 1 ,, 

Only to higher beds, i.t. the Kimmeridge 7 ,, 

These last species are: — T-erebratula subsella. Area superba, Nucula 
Menkei, Astarte supracoralliua, Pleuromya tellina, Corbula DesJiayesea 
and Natica Eudora, 

b. On the other hand, there are of the 30 common species 


In the Hanoverian Kimmeridge in general 12 species. 

Only in lower beds Ig 


Of the last-mentioned 18 species, eight, according to extant observa- 
tions, belong exclusively to the Coralline Oolite, namely Cidaris 
Jlorigemma, Hemicidaris intermedia, Py gurus pentagonalis,^ Osirea 
deltoidea, Goniomya marginata, Trochus exiguus,^ Cliemnitzia pseudo- 
limbata and Natica Clio,^ Of these the three species marked with 
an asterisk are peculiar to the Upper Coralline Oolite, and the other 
five species to the Lower Coralline Oolite ; ten species also occur in 
the Hersumer beds, among which are Pecten uimineus, Lima rigida, 
Ammonites plicaiilis, and Colly rites bicordatus, species which, with us, 
are characteristic of a lower horizon. 

c. Of the 12 sjjecies which are found in the North-German 
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Kimmeridge, 10 species belong to the Lower Kimmeridge, while 
2 species occur only in Upper Kimmeridge beds. 

From these comparisons it appears that the fauna of the Supra- 
coralline beds is a mixed one, which uniiiistakeabl}'^ shows close rela- 
tions both with the Coralline Oolite and with the Lower Kimmeridge. 
Nevertheless, the relations downwards, i.e. to the Coralline Oolite, 
seem to me undoubtedly to preponderate. In this respect the Supra- 
coralline beds occupy a position precisely similar to that of the 
Upper Coralline Oolite (zone of Pecteu varians) in the North-German 
Upper Jura, so that I do not think I shall err in placing the two 
parallel to one another. This notion certainly does not seem to be 
quite in accordance with the opinion expressed by Waagen, who 
regards the region of Ammonites alternans and RhijnchoneUa inconstans 
in the English Upper Jura as the equivalent of the Astartian, i.e. 
of the Lower Kimmeridge ,* but it appears from Blake’s investiga- 
tions that the two species do not at all belong to one and the same 
zone, but that Ammonites alternans rather characterizes the Supra- 
coralline beds, and Rlnjnchonella inconstans the Kimmeridge Passage- 
beds, or the next higher zone. This, therefore, serves to explain 
the apparent contradiction, the region of Rlnjnchonella inconstans 
really corresponding to the Astartian, and all we have to do is to 
separate the older stage with Ammonites alternans from the Kimraer- 
i<lge and annex it to the Coralline Oolite as the uppermost stage. 
The occurrence of Ammonites alternans in the Supracoralline beds 
(it is entirely wanting in the North-German Jura) cannot alone be a 
reason for regarding the latter as of the same age as the zone of 
Ammonites tennilohatus^ for the fauna of the Upper Jurassic forma- 
tions in different districts teaches us how little dependence is 
to be placed upon so-called characteristic fossils. Ostrea deltoidea 
also offers an interesting example of this ; in England it appears 
first in the Supracoralline beds, and then attains the climax of its 
development in the Lower Kimmeridge. In the North-German Jura 
1 have recently determined the same species most definitely from 
Hanover, Uoheneggelsen and Goslar; but here it is exclusivel}’^ con- 
fined to the Coralline Oolite. {Ostrea Roemeri, Quenst., which occurs 
in the zone of Terebratula hnmeralis, is not, as D. Brauns sup- 
poses, identical with 0. deltoidea.) On the other hand, Terebratula 
suhsella has hitherto been found in England only in the Supra- 
coralline beds ; while in North Germany it extends up from the 
Lower Kimmeridge into the Portland. I shall hereafter take the 
opportunity of citing other similar examples. Consequently, I have 
no hesitation in regarding the Supracoralline beds as equivalent to 
the North-German Upper Coralline Oolite (f.e. the zone of Pecien 
varians), the Wangen beds of Eastern Switzerland, the Rauracien 
superieur of Western Switzerland, the Sequanien superieur of the 
Haute-Marne (according to P. de Loriol), relatively, as the upper- 
most horizon of the beds with Cidaris florigemma, and with 
Ammonites himammatus (according to Waagen) and the Sequanien 
inferieur of Boulogne-sur-Mer (according to P. de Loriol). 

5. The Kimmeridge Passage-beds according to our present know- 
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ledge contain 19 species of the Hanoverian Upp»fer Jura, namely, 1 
Echinoid, 15 Bivalves, and 3 Gasteropods. 

а. Of these 19 species, 12 are observed in the Hanoverian 
Coralline Oolite in general ; on the other hand, exclusively in 
the Kimmeridge, 7 species, namely : — Ostreo Monsheliardensts, 
Exogyra Bruntrutana, Pinna granvlata, Ceromya excentrica^ Pleura* 
mya tellina, Naiica Etidora and Lucina plebeia. 

On the other hand, 14 species occur in the Hanoverian Kimmeridge 
in general, and only in lower beds 6 species. Of the latter, two species 
( Chemnitzia heddingtonensia and Lima prohoscidea) go down into the 
Ilersumer beds, while three species are peculiar to the Coralline 
Oolite in North Germany, namely, Cidaria florigemma, PhasianeUa 
striata^ and Ostrea deJtoidea. Among the species which are found 
both in the Kimmeridge and in lower beds, Lucina suhatriata must 
also be mentioned ; this only attains the climax of its development 
in the Kimmeridge. 

h. Of the 14 species which occur in the Hanoverian Kimmeridge, 
12 appear in the Lower Kimmeridge (Astartian), while only 2 
species (Pinna granulata and Natica Eudora) belong exclusively 
to Upper Kimmeridge beds. It is true that the first-mentioned 
12 species are not exclusively confined to the Lower Kimmeridge ; 
9 species ascend to a higher horizon. 

It appears, therefore, from this comparison, as indeed is indicated 
by Blake, that the Kimmeridge Passage-beds also possess a mixed 
fauna. But while in the case of the Supra-coralline beds the 
downward relationships, t.e. to the Coralline Oolite, are i)repon- 
derant, the fauna of the so-called Passage-beds decidedl}^ bears 
rather the character of the Kimmeridge formations, and indeed of 
their lower division, so that I have not the least hesitation about 
placing the English beds with Rhynchonella inconsiana parallel to the 
Hanoverian Lower Kimmeridge. The characteristic shell of this 
zone does not indeed occur in the North-German Jurassic deposits, 
for the species cited by some observers under this name from the 
Coralline Oolite, especially from Goslar, is erroneously referred to 
the English species, and is rather a large variety of Bhyncdtonella 
pinguia. A, Kom., or, more probably, a new species. The conditions 
of stratification are quite in accordance with the opinion expressed 
by me. ^ I therefore regard the Kimmeridge Passage-beds as also 
the equivalent of the zone of Ammonites tejndlohatna in Swabia, of 
the Baden er beds of Eastern Switzerland, of the Astartian of Western 
Switzerland, and of the Sequanien superieur of the Haute Marne, 
and of Boulogne-sur-Mer, according to P. de Loriol. This assump- 
tion is further borne out by the reciprocal palaooiitological relations 
of the immediately following Kimmeridge beds. 

б. The Lower Kimmeridge Clay possesses 25 species of fossil 
remains which also occur in the Hanoverian Upper Jura, namely, 10 
Bivalves, 3 Gasteropods, 2 Cephalopods, and 4 Fishes. Of these 
there have been observed near Hanover : — 
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In the Kimmeri^ge generally 22 species. 

Only in lower bS 8 ,, 


In the Middle Kimmeridge generally 19 „ 

Exclusively in the Kimmeridge 17 „ 


Of the last-mentioned, Ostrea Monaheliardemis, Neritopais delphinula 
and Hybodua acutua, have hitherto been found only in the Lower 
Kimmeridge ; and Pinna granulata, Mactromya rngoaa, Corbida 
Deahayeaea, and Alaria nodifera, only in the Middle Kimmeridge or 
higher. On the other hand, Exogyra virgida. Area ruatica, Nucfda 
Meuketf Aatarte aupracorallina^ Gardium eduliforme, laocardia atriata^ 
Ceromya excentrica, Pleuromya tellina, Tornatella aecalina, and Lepi- 
dotua giganteua are distributed through different zones of the North- 
German Kimmeridge. Lastly we have to mention Luctna aubatriata^ 
Oatrea aolitariat and Aateracanihua ornatisaimna as species which 
occur in the Middle Kimmeridge, near Hanover, but at the same 
time extend down into the Coralline Oolite. 

Between the English Lower Kimmeridge Clay and the Hanoverian 
Kimmeridge a tolerably close palaBontological relationship therefore 
exists, although the phase of development is quite different. For 
while the Lower Kimmeridge Clay*^ presents a very rich and varied 
Cephalopodal fauna, the North-German Kimmeridge is in this 
respect remarkably poor. Nevertheless both the conditions of 
stratification and the fauna indicate that the parallel is to be sought 
in the North-German Pteroceras-heds (i.e, in tlie Middle Kimmeridge 
beds). It is true that the so-called characteristic fossils furnish even 
in this case no satisfactoiy siundpoint ; Oatrea deltoidea, so abundant 
in the Lower Kimmeridge, occurs near Hanover only in lower 
deposits ; and on the other hand, Pteroceras oceani has hitherto 
been found in England only in a higher zone. But it appears 
to me to be not unimportant that both in the English Lower 
Kimmeridge and in the North-German P/eroceras-beds the remains 
of higher animals, namely, Saurians, Chelonians, and Fishes, are 
deposited in great variety, although as yet we have succeeded in 
determining the species only in a few instances. Notwithstanding 
the divergence of the phase of development in many respects, the 
fauna of the North-German Middle Kimmeridge beds bears on the 
whole the character of the English Lower Kimmeridge Clay, so that 
the palaeontological conditions are not in opposition to a parallelism. 
At any rate, the development of the South- and North- German 
Kimmeridge exhibits considerably greater differences. If, therefore, 
the Lower Kimmeridge Clay must be regarded as the equivalent 
of the P/eroceras-beds, then, in accordance with my previous demon- 
strations (in my monographic memoir upon the Upper Jura of the 
neighbourhood of Hanover), the Nattheim Coralline Limestone of 
Swabia (e of Quenstedt), the Wettinger beds of Eastern Switzerland, 
as also the Pterocerien of Western Switzerland and the French 
Upper Jura, are to be considered contemporaneous deposits. 

7. I have already indicated elsewhere^ that the comparison of the 

* Der obere Jura d. Umg. v. Hannover, p. 166. 
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Upper Jurassic formations of different regions is rendered very much 
more difficult by the fact that almost everywhere with the Kimmer- 
idge the development of local faunas commences, and the species are 
very differently distributed in the different zones. This appears very 
prominently in the comparison of the higher beds of the Upper 
Jurassic in England and Hanover. 

The Upper Kimmeridge Clay in England contains a fauna so 
completely different from that of the North-German Kimmeridge, 
that hitherto only two fossils have been determined which also 
belong to the Hanoverian Jura, namely, Exogyra virgula and Ger- 
viUia tetragona, species found both in the Middle and Upper 
Kimmeridge. Nevertheless, as follows cs]>ecially from the fol- 
lowing statements, it cannot be doubtful, that the Upper Kimmer- 
idge Clay and the Hanoverian Upper Kimmeridge {Virgula beds) 
were deposited at about the same time. 

8. To estimate correctly the recij)rocal relations of the English 
and Hanoverian Tortlandian beds, I have to call attention to the fact 
that, according to my recently published investigations on the Hano- 
verian Wealden,* the English find North-German Wealden deposits 
have been developed in a perfectly concordant manner. In both 
districts the uppermost horizon is occupied by the Weald Clay 
(Upper Wealden), which is certainly considerably more strongly 
developed in England, so that the Wealden period there probably 
had a longer duration than in North Germany. Below the Weald 
Clay lies the Hastings Sand (Middle Wealden), which in turn over- 
lies the Purbeck Beds (Soi*])ulite or Lower Wealden). The assumed 
parallelism is borne out both by the conditions of stratification and 
by the distribution of organic remains in the different divisions. In 
England the Purbeck beds rest immediately upon the Portland Stone, 
and the latter on the Portland Sand ; below this follows the Upper 
Kimmeridge Clay. In Hanover, on the other hand, taking the re- 
versed order, the Upper Kimmeridge (Fn-^zJa-beds) is immediately 
overlain by the bods with Ammonites gigas {i.e. the Lower Portland) ; 
these are followed regularly by the Eiinbeckhiiuscr Plattenkalke {i.e. 
the Upper Portland), which again are covered by the M under 
Mergelen, and finally comes the Serpulite, which undoubtedly 
represents the English Purbeck. Necessarily, therefore, the de- 
posits between the Kimmeridge and the Purbeck must be of the 
same age as the English Portland Stone and Portland Sand, 
whether we refer the transition stage between the Eimbeckhiiuser 
Plattenkalke and the true Purbeck (i.e. the M under Mergel) to 
the Portland or the Purbeck. The supposition entertained by 
some authorities that the English Portland formations are entirely 
unrepresented in North Germany is therefore certainly an error, 
due solely to the circumstance that the English and Hanoverian 
Portland formations assume an entirely different phase of development, 
as indeed frequently happens in the Upper Jura. This circumstance 
must not be left out of consideration in comparing the English and 
Hanoverian Portland faunas. 

^ Die Wealden-Bildungen d. Umg. t. Hannover, pp. 116, et aeqq. 
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a. According to the lists before us the Portland Sand contains 
only 10 species of fossils, all Conchifera, which are also found in 
the Hanoverian Upper Jura. Of these only 4 species have hitherto 
been observed in the Portland formations, namely, Ostrea multifor- 
mis and Perna Boucliardi, in both divisions, and Trigonia variegata 
(which, as is well known, is very nearly allied to T, gihhosa) and 
Pleuromya tellina as yet only in the Plattenkalke. Six species 
do not occur above the Kimmeridge beds, namely, Ostrea solitaria, 
Ostrea Bruntrutana, Mytilus jurensisy Trigonia aliua, Lucina fragosa, 
and Plectomya rugosa. The whole of the 10 species are contained 
in the Pteroceras-heds. The characteristic fossil of the German 
and French Lower Portland formations, Ammonites gigas, has not 
yet been detected in the English Portland Sand ; on the other 
hand. Ammonites gigmiteus, Sow., which is characteristic of the 
Portland Stone, has been determined on the Ith, and also recently 
by myself on the Deister near Hanover, together with Ammonites 
gigas, in the Lower Portland. 

h. The English Portland Stone has 23 species of animal fossils 
in common with the Hanoverian Upper Jura, but the distribution 
of these within the different zones is very different near Hanover. 
Only the following 7 species occur in the Portland formations 
generally: Ostrea multiformisp Perna Boucliardip Cyrena rugosaf" 
Pleuromya teJlinap Neritoma sinnosa, Ammonites gigantevs and 
Serpula coacervata. Of these the species marked with an asterisk 
have been observed in the Eimbeckhiiuser Plattenhalke ; the two 
others only in the beds with Ammonites gigas. 

Sixteen species, on the other hand, occur only in older deposits than 
the Portland. Further, it is noteworthy that the Hanoverian Kim- 
meridge contains all the species in common with the Portland Stone, 
with the single exception of Ammonites gigauteus. Of the 16 species 
which, according to existing observations, occur only in older beds, 
the following 13 species have hitherto been found near Hanover, 
exclusively in the Kimmeridge : — Trigonia lliclielotiy Lucina port- 
landicaj^ Lucina yleheia^ Corhicella Moreeana, Sowerhya Dukeip 
Nerita transversaj Natica turhiniformis, Natica Marcousanap Cerithium 
trinodule, Cerithium Boidini, Cerithium Bouchardi, Pteroceras Oceani, 
and Serpula quinquangnlaris. 

With the exception of Lucina pleheia, however, these species have 
hitherto been found only in the English Portland Stone ; those 
marked with an asterisk are even usually regarded as characteristic 
of the Ui)per Portland in England, and this applies also to Cyrena 
rugosa and Neritoma sinuosa, which in Hanover extend up through 
the whole of the Kimmeridge to the Portland. This is the best proof 
how little dependence is to be placed upon so-called characteristic 
fossils. To judge correctly of the age of beds, the conditions of 
stratification are above all things to be kept in mind ; then the 
general character of the fauna is to be estimated, but at the same 
time the different phases of development in different districts must be 
taken into account. The small number of the corresponding organic 
remains in the English and North-German Portland formations. 
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Cftnnoty therefore, considering their analogous conditions of stratifi- 
cation, present any hindrance to our regarding them as contempo- 
raneous deposits. In North Germany I have distinguished only two 
subdivisions of the Portland, — the beds with Ammonite^ glgas, and 
the Eimbeckhauser Plattenkalke : but if the so-called M under 
Mergel, which marks the transition to the Purbeck, ought also to 
be referred to the Portland, and not to the Purbeck (a point which 
I leave for the present undecided), we should have to distinguish 
three zones in Hanover, just as in the Haute-Marne and near 
Boulogne. If in England, contrary to what occurs in France, only 
two great subdivisions can be distinguished, I regard this as an 
accidental circumstance of quite subordinate importance, which 
certainly does not justify the assumption that the lower part of the 
French Portland formations was not de]^osited contemporaneously 
with the English Portland, but with the Upper beds of the English 
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Kiminericlge. But neither ie it admissible or necessary to assume 
the existence of a gap between the English Upper Kimrneridge and 
the Portland Sand, seeing that, in my opinion, we need not have 
the least hesitation about regarding the Portland Sand and Portland 
Stone, taken together, as the equivalent of the three zones of the 
French Portlandian. The splitting up of the great divisions into 
distinct zones will in most cases only possess a local interest ; on 
the other band, it seemed to me to be of some importance to adduce 
the proof that the English and North-German Upper Jurassic 
formations in general admit of a uniform classification throughout. 
Finally (on page 556), is given a summary of the results arrived at. 

IV. — The International Geological Congress, Bologna, 1881. 
By Wm. Topley, F.G.S. ; 
of H.M. Geological Survey of England and Wales ; 

Secretary of the English Committee on Geological Maps ; and one of the Secretaries 

of the Congress. 

I ^HE International Geological Congress had its origin at Philadel- 
phia in 1876, when, largely by the influence of Prof. Jas. Hall 
and Dr. Sterry Hunt, arrangements were made for a meeting of the 
Congress at Paris. This was held dui-ing the months of August and 
September, 1878, as one of a great series of International Congresses, 
embracing all branches of Science and the technical applications of 
the same. The full reports of these meetings are contained in 82 
8vo. volumes; that on Geology forming No. 21 of the Series. .In 
the Geological Congress papers were read and discussed on numerous 
subjects connected with the science. In view of the Second Congress, 
fixed for 1881 at Bologna, certain geologists were nominated as 
Presidents of the CoTVimittees in various countries, with instructions 
to form such Committees as they might think best, and to prepare 
Keports on the subjects requiring attention. These questions are 
classed in three divisions : — 1. The Unification of Geological Nomen- 
clature. 2. The Unification of Colours, Figures, etc., employed in 
Geological Maps. 3. Nomenclature of Species. Of the first. Prof. 
T. McK. Hughes is President for England. This Committee has 
been long at work ; it has had several meetings in London, and has 
discussed and reported upon the signification to be given to numerous 
terms in common use amongst geologists. But besides this it has 
done much work, by means of sub-committees, in reporting upon the 
Classification, Nomenclature, etc., of the various groups of rocks 
hitherto spoken of as formations.” In this respect the work of the 
English Committee is much in advance of that of other countries. 

The Second English Committee, that on Geological Maps, has 
Prof. A. C. Ramsay for its President. Several meetings were held 
in London during the past summer, and the general results of the 
work were submitted to the Geological Section of the British 
Association at York. 

Upon the third subject (Nomenclature of Species) nothing has 
been done in England. 

The meeting of the Second Congress commenced at Bologna on 
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September 26th, under the presidency of Prof. G. Capellini. About 
200 geologists were present, those from Italy and France of course 
largely preponderating. Although the number from various nations 
were exceedingly disproportionate, yet the International nature of 
the Congress is sufficiently apparent from the following list, in which 
the members are classified according to the countries to which they 
belong: — Austria 4, Belgium 6, Canada 1, Denmark 1, Egypt 1, 
France 17, Germany 6, Great Britain 5, Hungary 5, India 1, 
Italy 130, Portugal 2, Roumania 1, Russia 6, Scandinavia 1, Spain 4, 
Switzerland 8, United States 1. 

As full reports of the proceedings will be hereafter published, it 
may suffice here to give a brief summary of the results. Two 
sittings were devoted to the discussion of Nomenclature, etc. The 
Reports and recommendations of the various National Committees 
had been summarized by Prof. Dewalque, who had drawn up a 
general Report (embodying these results) in a series of propositions, 
on which the votes were taken. The final result of the discussions 
was the adoption of terms in the following order, the most compre- 
hensive being placed first : — 

Divisions of sedimentary formations. Correspondinrf chronological terms. 

Group. Era. 

System. J’eriod. 

Scries. Epoch. 

As equivalents of Series, the terms Section or Ahtheilung may be 
used ; as a subdivision of stage, the words Beds or Assise. 

According to this scheme, we would speak of the Pabeozoic 
Group or Era, the Silurian System or Period, the Ludlow Series or 
Epoch, and the Aymestry Stage or Age, The term “ formation ” 
raised a difficulty, because this word is used by English geologists 
in a sense unknown abroad. To bring our nomenclature into con- 
formity with that of other nations, it will be necessary to use the 
word only as descriptive of the mode of formation, or of the material 
composing the rock. We may^ speak of the “ Carboniferous Forma- 
tion,” as a group of beds containing coal ; but not as a name for a set of 
rocks apart from the mineral contents. In like manner, we may speak 
of the “Chalk Formation” but not of the “Cretaceous Formation.” 

Two sittings of the Congress were given to the questions concern- 
ing the colours, signs, etc., best adapted for Geological Maps, with 
the view of obtaining greater uniformity in this matter than hitherto. 
On this subject a general Report had been diawn up, by Prof. 
Renevier, from the reports of the various National Committees. The 
scheme of colours as finally adopted is as follows : — 

Groups or Systeins. Colours. 

Crystalline Schists of Pre-Cambrian Age ... Bright rose-carmine. 

,, ,, Unknown Age J*ale rose -carmine. 

Palaeozoic rocks (Question reserved for Map Committee.) 

Trias Violet. 

Lias Dark Blue. 

Jurassic Blue. 

Cretaceous Green. 

Tertiary Shades of Yellow, the newer divisions to 

be in lighter tints. 
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The recommendations as to subdivisions, signs, etc., are nearly 
the same as those of the English Committee, which indeed were 
mainly founded upon those drawn up by Prof. Kenevier ; so that on 
these questions at least there is complete unanimity. 

The proposal of the Congress to j)repare and publish a Geological 
Map of Europe has met with universal approval, and especial 
prominence was given to this subject. A Commission was appointed, 
consisting of the President, Vice-Presidents (representing all 
countries), and a few other members, to report upon the best means 
of carrying out this work. Of this Commission Prof. Dewalque 
was Secretary, and he has just published the reports of its meetings, 
which were submitted to and adopted by the Congress. Stated 
briefly, the main results are as follows : — The work will be carried 
out by a Committee of eight mernbers : — for Austro- Hungary, Dr. 
E. Mojsisovics; France, Prof. Daubree ; Germany, Dr. E. Beyrich 
(Director), and W. Ilauchecorne (Assistant-Director) ; Great 
Brihiin, W. Tojdey ; Italy, F. Giordano ; Kussia, Piof. De Moeller ; 
Switzerland, Pi'of. Renevier (Secretary). Countries not directly 
repn^sented on the Comi-iittee will be arranged for at a later date ; 
but Austria will at once take charge of Turkey. Parts of Asia and 
Africa come within the Map ; of these France will supply the 
material for Algeria ; Great Britain that for Palestine, for which 
purpose it is hoped that the information collected by the Palestine 
Ex])loration Fund may be available. 

The scale of the Map is fixed at 1 : 1,500,000, or about 25 miles 
to one inch. It will be published at Berlin ; where the topo- 
graphical map, which is to serve for its basis, is already in liand. 
The Map will be issued in sheets, which can be joined together as 
required. It is estimated that the cost will be about £2,500. To 
meet this expense application for assistance will be made to the 
various Governments of Europe. As the ]\Iap approaches com- 
pletion, numerous cpiestions will arise, concerning classification and 
similar subjects, which really belong to the Committee on geological 
nomenclature. A second Committee was therefore appointed, to 
co-operate with the Map Committee on these questions when 
necessary. This was formed for the most part from Vice-Presidents 
representing various countries. Prof. Hughes is the Member for 
England. 

Much of the work connected with the Map will be done by 
correspondence ; but meetings of the Committees will be held in 
September, 1882, at Foix, in the South of France, and in 1883 
in Switzerland. The !Map will be far advanced, if not completed, 
in time for the next meeting of the Congress, which is fixed for 
1884, at Berlin, under the Presidency of Dr. E. Beyrich. The 
fourth meeting of the Congress will probably be held in England. 

The foregoing is only a brief statement of results, and takes no 
note of many things which made the Congress so great a success 
and so pleasant a gathering. For these we have to thank those who 
have been working to this end for many months past ; chief amongst 
them we must note Prof. Capellini, Professor of Geology at the 
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ancient University of Bologna, and President of the Congress ; and 
M. F. Giardano, chief Mining Engineer and head of the Geological 
Survey of Italy. 

J5roa7xc:H3S ox" 

International Geological Congress. 

Final Recommendations op the English Committee for re- 
porting UPON the Colours, Signs, etc., employed on 
Geological Maps. (Presented to the International Geological 
Congress at Bologna, September 26, 1881).^ 

1. For general maps of large areas, and for small-scale maps of 
individual countries, it is desirable to frame some scale of colours 
which can be readilj^ used and easily understood by all nations. 

2. For sedimentary^ rochs a scale of colours, based on the order of 
colours of the solar spectium, is desirable for such small or general 
maps ; subject to such modification as may appear necessary. 

3. The scale of Colours recommended is : 


Pleistocene ... 

... Burnt Sienna. 

Pliocene 

... Buff. 

Miocene 

... Orange. 

Eocene 

... Pure Yellow. 

Cretaceous 

... Green. 

Jurassic 

... Blue. 

(Lias 

... Indigo.) 

Trias 

... Venetian Bed. 

Permian 

... Chalons Brown. 

Carboniferous 

... Dark Grey, distinguishing limestone by a wash of blue. 

Devonian 

... Indian Bed. 

Silurian 

... Violet. 

(Cambrian 

... l^urplish Violet. 

Pre -Cambrian 

... Purplish Carmine. 


4. Sub-divisions of Formations. — Three or four shades of the body- 
colour to be used ; the darkest shade for the lowest or oldest sub- 
division. Dots, lines and white spaces to be used where necessary. 
Where lines or dots are used, they should, if possible, be the same 
as the body-colour but a darker shade. It was suggested that if 
possible such lines should run from N.W. to S.E. of the map. 

4a. Freshwater formations should be distinguished by some method. 
Coloured lines or engraved signs were suggested. 

5. Metamorphic rocks to be marked, as such, by dark bands of 
colour, the same as denoting the age, but a darker shade. When the 
age of the metamorphism is known, the fact may be denoted by ad- 
ditional bands of colour of the age of the metamorjdiism. Tlius : 
Cambrian rocks altered in Cretaceous times would be purplish-violet, 
striped with alternate lines of dark pui’plish- violet and green. 

' The resolutions passed by the Conp^ess at Bologna differ from those adopted by 
the English Committee chiefly in the following particulars : — 

3. The scale of colours for the Map of Europe is modified as stated above. The 
colours for Palaeozoic rocks being left undecided for the present. 

4« and 6 were not considered. 6 only so far as to define the colours to be used for 
crystalline schists of Pre- Cambrian or of unknown age. 
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6. Igneous Eocks. — Four colours would suflSce. All colours to be 
bright, deep and glossy — 

Basalt and Greenstone Dark Carmine. 

Trachyte, Felstone, etc Permanent Scarlet. 

Granite Vermilion. 

Modern Volcanic Rock Light Orange. 

7. The letter-notation of the formations should be based upon the 
Eornan alphabet for sedimentary rocks, and upon the Greek 
alphabet for eruptive rocks. The monogram of a formation should 
be foimed, as a rule, by the Initial Capital of the name of that 
formation ; the subdivisions to be distinguished in addition to this 
Initial Capital, by the initial small letter of the name of the sub- 
division, by a numerical exponent or by both. The figures of the 
numerical exponents to be always given in chronological order, — 
1 representing the first or oldest subdivision. Example : 

J Jurassic. 

J1 Lias, 

JP Middle Lias. 

8. This Committee approves of the proposal to issue a Geological 
Atlas of Europe, under the authority of the Congress. 

Signed, A. C. Eamsay, President of the Committee. 

W. Toplky, Secretary. 


E; VTI E "W" S- 


I. — Volcanoes: What they aue, and What they Teach. By 
John W. Judd, E.E.S., Professor of Geology in the Eoyal School 
of Mines. Svo. pp. 382. With 9G Illustrations. (London : C. 
Kegan Paul & Co., 1881.) 

T he book before us possesses a twofold interest : firstly, as the 
work of an ardent and rising geologist who has been favoured 
with peculiar advantages, both of education and opportunity, for the 
study of volcanic phenomena ; and, secondly, as having been written 
at the inspiration of the moat accomplished exponent of Vulcanology 
in this country, the late Mr. G. Poulett-Scrope. If his venerated friend 
and master in Geology could have been spared to enjoy one additional 
pleasure before he passed away, nothing, we feel sure, could luive 
enhanced his happiness more than to have lived to see the issue of 
the present volume by his friend and disciple Prof. Judd. Cerbiinly, 
in Mr. Poulett-Scrope’s case, the dictum of Mark Antony must be 
reversed, and we may indeed say of him, “The good he did lives 
after him.*' 

It is only within the last hundred years that any rational or 
intelligible views with regard to volcanos are to be found. Previous 
to that time they wore looked upon as “ burning mountains,” or as 
the abode of some deity, or as the place of torment of some special 
and heinous offender. 

To the early Greeks and Komans the crater of .ZEtna marked the 
spot where Typhon, the hundred-headed monster, lies buried, and 

DECADE II.— VOL. VIII.— NO. XII. 36 
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where Vulcan, surrounded by his Cyclopes, forged the thunderbolts 
of Zeus, 

To the Pacific Islander’s simple mind the crater of Kilaiiea in 
Hawaii is the dwelling of the goddess Pele, In Java, the fury 
of its volcanos has led to the dedication of the island to Siva^ 
the god of destruction, and in the very craters of these burning 
mountains the worshippers of Terror and Death were in the habit 
of erecting their temples. 

So, also, the ever-smoking orifice of Tongariro in New Zealand 
was considered by the Maoris as the only place worthy of receiving 
the dead bodies of their chiefs ; for, when cast into the crater, they 
went to sleep among the gods. 

To the untutored savage and to the ignorant bigot, alike, the 
subterranean roarings and the thundering eruptions of vulcanos 
implied a demand for human sacrifice to appease tlie residing 
deity. Acting under the influence of fear and ferocity, the 
priests of not a few religions have cast victims with great pomp 
into the gaping mouths of these immense furnaces. 

Scarcely three centuries ago, when the early disciples of Christianity 
were exterminated over the whole island of Japan, the followers of 
the new religion were thrown by hundreds into one of the craters 
of the Unsen, perhaps tlie most beautiful volcano in the Archipelago. 

Both in the old and new world the priests of the Komish Church 
have deemed such volcanic outbursts as emanations of the Evil One, 
and have never ceased to conjure the restless and unquiet spirits of 
the nether world to cease their troubling. 

Even in our own day, if we no longer look upon these phenomena 
as belonging to the supernatural, still we are too apt to regard them 
as altogether difierent from other facts of terrestrial vitality. 

The first effort at a better comprehension of the phenomena of 
volcanos was made in 1788 by the illustrious Italian naturalist 
Spallanzani, who visited and published an account of the volcanos 
of his native land. The French geologist Dolomieu added observa- 
tions on volcanic ejecta ; our own countryman Sir William Hamilton, 
Ambassador to the Court of Naples in 1764, devoted much time, 
during his long residence of thirty-six years at that court, to careful 
observations of Vesuvius and the neighbouring volcaTios, the results 
of which he published in his celebrated work, entitled “ Cam pi 
Phlegraei,” accompanied by most excellent illustrations of the places 
and phenomena which he saw. To these early writers we musi 
not omit to add the names of those three most famous Germar 
naturalists. Von Buch, Humboldt, and Abich, who greatly extendec 
our knowledge of volcanos by their travels in different portionj 
of the globe. 

“But the first attempt to frame a satisfactory theory of volcanl 
action, and to sh{>w the part which volcanoes have played in th^ 
past history of our globe, together with their place in the presen 
economy, w'as made in 1825, by Poulett-Scrope, whose grea 
work ‘ Considerations on Volcanoes,’ may be regarded as the earlieg 
systematic treatise on Vulcanology. Since the publication of thi 
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work, many new lines of inquiry have been opened up in con- 
nexion with the subject, and fresh methods of research have been 
devised and applied to it. More exact observations of travellers 
over wide areas have greatly multiplied the facts upon which we 
may reason and speculate, and many erroneous hypotheses which 
had grown up in connexion with the subject have been removed 
by patient and critical inquiry.” 

From the days of Spallanzani to our own, all the real additions 
to our knowledge of Vulcanology have resulted from long and 
patient observations of actual volcanos, both in their active and 
quiescent states, and by a careful chemical and microscopical study 
of the minerals they have ejected iq)on the surface. 

Gases, and especially steam, in a highly heated state, are un- 
questionably the great motor agents in all volcanic displays, and to 
their larger supply and greater compression is doubtless due the 
intensity and duration of each eruption. 

The presence of water is not caused (as many have supposed) 
by the sea finding its way by fissures and cracks into the earth’s 
heated interior, and so, by being suddenly converted into steam, 
giving rise to those subterranean convulsions of which earthquakes 
and volcanos are the concomitant indications. On the contrary, 
it appears, both from observations and experiments, that not only 
vast quantities of aqueous vapour, but also enormous volumes of 
various gases, are interstitially present everywhere in the earth's 
crust. The rocks composing it, upon being liquefied, under enor- 
mous heat and pressure, have the power to absorb many times 
their own volume of certain gases as well as water-gas. That such 
is the case we have indis})utable evidence in the prodigious quanti- 
ties of both gases and steam given off during volcanic outbursts and 
while lava-streams are flowing. Even the volcanic materials of past 
ages, which have been consolidated under great pressure, such 
as granites, gabbros, porphyries, etc., exhibit in their crystals innu- 
merable cavities containing similar gases in a liquefied state. It 
is to the violent escape of these gases from the molten rock-masses, 
as the pressure upon them is relieved, that nearly all the active 
phenomena of volcanoes must be referred ; and it was the recogni- 
tion of this fact by Spallanzani, while ho was watching the pheno- 
mena displayed in the crater of Stromboli, which laid the founda- 
tion of the science of Vulcanology.” (p. 357.) 

There is one interesting point dwelt upon by the author in 
connexion with volcanic phenomena which cannot be omitted. 
It is the fact that up to the present time, notwithstanding the now 
considerable number of substances known to occur in meteorites, 
no element has yet been found in any meteorite wdiich was not pre- 
viously known as existing in the earth ; and out of the sixty -five or 
seventy known terrestrial elements, no less than twenty-two have 
already been detected in meteorites. But as there are a dozen 
elements which occur in overwhelming proportions in the earth's 
crust, viz. oxygen, silicon, aluminium, calcium, magnesium, sodium, 
potassium, iron, carbon, hydrogen, sulphur, and chlorine, making up 
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amongst them not less than 999 out of 1,000 parts of the earth’s 
crust, and all of these twelve common terrestrial elements occur in 
meteorites, we see how closely these small bodies unite us to the 
other heavenly bodies around. 

One fact, however, the author points out, of great importance, 
namely, that the way in which these elements occur in meteorites 
differs materially from their mode of occurrence on our earth’s crust, 
as if the circumstances surrounding their union were very unlike those 
of our earth’s surface. We have, for instance. Meteorites (called 
Molosiderites) which are masses almost wholly composed of metallic 
iron or of iron alloyed with nickel — others (Syssiderites) formed of 
a network of iron inclosing stony materials — others ( Sporadosiderites) 
of stony material with particles of metallic iron disseminated through 
it — and lastly Asiderites, which contain no metallic iron, but consist 
entirely' of stony materials. 

The stony materials of these {Asiderites) have been matched by 
certain ultra-basic rocks which have clearly been carried up with 
the other lavas from great depths in the earth’s crust. Nodules 
composed of the same minerals which are so highly characteristic 
of meteorites occur in basaltic lavas and tuffs and also in the centres 
of volcanic bombs which are thrown out of craters during eruptions. 

^ Lastly, and still more interesting, is the discovery that materials 
similar to the metallic portion of meteorites, and consisting of 
nickeliferous iron, also occur in deep-seated portions of the earth’s 
crust, and have been brought to the surface during periods of igneous 
activity. 

Large blocks of iron like ordinary metallic meteorites (being 
composed of iron alloyed with nickel and cobalt) were found in 
1870 by Prof. Nordenskiiild at Ovifak, Disko Island, off the coast 
of Greenland (see Geol. Mag. 1872, Vol. IX. p. 462, etc.). These 
were at once concluded to be a number of meteorites which at some 
past time had fallen upon the earth’s surface. 

But a further examination of the locality showed that the rocks 
composing the basaltic dykes adjacent to the iron-masses were full 
of particles of metallic iron I 

Thus another link is added to the wondrous chain by which our 
earth is united to other and distant worlds ; planet to planet, ami 
star to star ; binding the whole material universe together by the 
law of Continuity. 

Turning from our earth to the sun, we see in its brilliant promi- 
nences evidence of a volcanic energy far surpassing in grand enr 
anything of which we can form an idea, yet there can be no doubt 
that its surface is but a highly accelerated and immensely magnified 
repetition of what goes on in the pigmy volcanos on our earth. 

Our own satellite presents us with the obverse of the sun’s busy 
energy. In the moon we see the condition to which a planet may 
be reduced in which all cosmical energy has died out, because the 
motive power of that energy (its atmosphere and ocean) no longer 
exists. It is, as our American cousins would say, “ played out.” 
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“ Terrible and striking, then, as are the phenomena connected with 
volcanic action, such sudden and violent manifestations of the sub- 
terranean energy must not be regarded as the only, or indeed the 
chief, eiFeots which they produce. The internal forces continually 
at work within the earth’s crust perform a series of most important 
functions in connexion with the economy of the globe, and were the 
action of these forces to die out, our planet would soon cease to be 
fit for the habitation of living beings” (p. 302). 

It would be impossible to give an adequate notice of Prof. Judd’s 
admirable work in our limited space. Fortunately, however, the 
book is so planned, both for size and price, as to bring it within the 
reach of every student of Geology ; and every student should possess 
a copy. 

In conclusion, our readers may be reminded that some of the 
earliest and most valuable of Prof. Judd’s studies of Volcanos in 
Italy and Hungary appeared as Okiginal Contributions to the 
pages of this Magazine for 1875, pp. 1, 56, 145, 206, 245, 298, 348, 
388, 482, and- 1876, pp. 5, 53, 200, 337, 487, 523, 529. 

II. — The Geology of the Neighbourhood op Cambridge. By 
W. H. Penning and A. J. Jukes-Browne. Memoirs of the 
Geological Survey of England and Wales. 8vo. pp. 184. 
(London, 1881.) 

a Memoir of the Geological Survey of the size above 
X indicated, and accompanied by twenty-three woodcuts, three 
plates of fossils, two coloured maps, and two plates of sections, 
should be published at 4s. 6d., is such a marked improvement in the 
price of Survey publications, that we feel bound to call attention at 
once to this great reduction in cost, which we hope may be main- 
tained in the future. 

The Memoir now before us is an explanation of Quarter-sheet 51 
S.W., with part of 51 N.W., of the Geological Survey Map, and 
although it will not compare in point of scope or popular interest 
with Professor Bonney’s Geology of Cambridgeshire, it furnishes a 
detailed account of the geological facts connected with a portion of 
the county which cannot fail to be of scientific as well as practical 
value. The formations described include the Oxford Clay, Kiinmeridge 
Clay, Lower Greensand, Gault, Chalk, Glacial and Post-Glacial Drift. 
In their account of the Clialk the authors have added much to what 
was previously known, and their labours lead them to feel confident 
ill the existence of zones in the Chalk, and that these are remarkably 
constant throughout the whole extent of the escarpment from 
Dorsetshire to Cambridgeshire. In this respect they corroborate 
and supplement the work of Dr. Barrois. Further, in the larger 
divisions under which the zones may be grouped, they apply the 
general classification proposed in 1833 by Samuel Woodward for 
the Chalk of Norfolk, thus making Upper, Middle (or Medial), and 
Lower divisions. 

A general account of the palaeontology of the different sub- 
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divisions of the Chalk forms the subject of an Appendix by Mr. 
Etheridge, who also describes and figures a number of new species 
of Mollusca. The “ Cambridge Greensand,” with its included 
erratics and coprolites, is treated of under the heading of Chalk 
Marl, and some account of the origin of the phosphatic nodules is 
given. The origin of the flints of the Upper Chalk is also briefly 
discussed, the authors attempting to account for the occurrence of 
flints in regular layers, by considering that an “initial plane of 
segregation ” was given at repeated intervals by organic remains 
strewn over the surface of the chalk mud; and that the silica, 
which at first was equally distributed throughout the water by which 
the unsolidified portions of the mass was permeated, accumulated 
along the same plane of decaying organisms, notwithstanding the 
mud that was still being thrown down, and by which the forming 
line of flint was buried. They “assume that the force, whatever it 
may have been, would act upwards and downwards through some 
definite thickness of the mud, and that until the sediment had 
attained a cert^tin height above such line, the silica would continue 
to segregate along it, in and around its organisms. When that point 
was reached no more silica would segregate along that particular 
zone, the organic remains on the then existing floor would in a 
similar manner serve as the nuclei of a new layer, and another line 
of flints would be at once commenced.” This explanation is sug- 
gestive, although it leaves much to be said, before the subject can 
be said to be plain and easily understood. 

The description of the Glacial Drift occupies but a few pages ; it 
comprises Boulder-clay, Marine Gravels and Loam. In a sub- 
sequent chapter the authors enter at some length into the question 
of the physical conditions under which the Glacial and Post-Glacial 
Drifts were deposited ; and they express their conviction that the 
Boulder-clay was mainly produced by the action of Coast-ice. 

The various Post-Glacial gravels are described in much detail, and 
a map is given to show the courses of the Ancient and Modern 
Kivers in Cambridgeshire. 

The lists of fossils from the various formations and localities are 
very full. Details of well-sections and borings are given ; and 
there is also a list of works on the Geology of Cambridgeshire, 
compiled by Mr. Whitaker, who superintended the field-work and 
has edited the Memoir. 


Geological Society op London. 

November 2, 1881. — R. Etheridge, Esq., E.R.S., President, in the 
Chair. 

Prof. Mughes called the attention of the Society to the work being 
done by the Swiss Palaeontographical Society. He pointed out 
that,^ the Swiss being a small nation, and their scientific men pro- 
portionately few in number, it was a very spirited thing of them to 
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keep up the regular publication of a series of exhaustive treatises 
on the plan of our own Palasontographical Memoirs. Those engaged 
in palaBontological work knew well the value of these publications, 
and could appreciate the labour and care necessary to keep going 
such a large undertaking. He felt sure that much more support 
could and would be offered to our Swiss fellow-labourers and our 
good friend Renevier, if the English public could be made aware of 
the important work they were doing. He therefore invited the co- 
operation of the members of the Society in the matter. 

The President announced that at the next meeting of the Society 
Prof. Hughes would state what were the general results achieved 
by the International Geological Congress held this year at BolognaJ 
The following coniinunications were read : — 

1. On the Genus StoJiczkaria, Dune., and its Distinctness from 
FarTceria, Carp, and Brady.” By Prof. P. Martin Duncan, F.R.S. 

The author discussed in detail the characters of his Syringosphae- 
ridae, a group of Rliizopoda established by him for the reception of 
the spheroidal organisms known in India as Karakoram stones. 

The order Syringosphaeridm consists of spherical or spheroidal 
bodies composed of numbers of conical radiating congeries of minute, 
continuous, long, bifurcating, and inosculating tubes, and of an inter- 
radial tube-reticulation arising from and surrounding the radial 
congeries. The tubes open at the surface in eminences and in pores. 
The walls of the tubes consist of granular and subspiculate carbo- 
nate of lime. There is no coenenchyma. In Syringospheeria (fully 
characterized by the author in “ Scientific Results of the Yarkand 
Mission,” Calcutta, 1879, p. 10) the body is covered with large 
compound wart-like prominences with intermediate verrucosities, or 
with modifications of such structures, and between these eminences 
are shallow depressions bounded by tubes. The surface has tubes 
opening upon it from the internal radial series and also from the 
interradial reticulation ; there are also masses of tubes running over 
it and converging on the eminences. In Stoliczkaria, a second 
genus, the surface is covered by numerous granulations, separated by 
intervals about equal to their breadth. There are no pores on the 
surface, but tube-openings occur in the granulations. The central 
ones, which are small, are the terminations of the very numerous 
radial series, which, in section, are not very conical but nearly 
straight, and give off minute offshoots to the surrounding convoluted 
and varicose larger tubes of the interradial series, which open to- 
wards the periphery of the granulations. There is no coenenchyma. 
The species is named Stoliezkaria granulata. 

He then proceeded to compare the structure of the Syringo- 
sphseridse with that of Parkeria, with which they have a consider- 
able resemblance in external appearance. The internal structure 
differs. Parkeria shows a radial series of large tubes, a system 
of interspaces in concentric series, and a labyrinthic structure of 
irregularly-shaped chamberlets, communicating with each other and 
cancellous in appearance. The interspaces are traversed by one or 

1 This is given by Mr. Topley, see ante pp. 557-561. 



668 Reports and Proceedings— Geological Society of London. 

more large radial tubes, and the floor of each interspace towards the 
centre is made up of the minute cbamberlet structure, the open- 
ings of which communicate only with the interspace beyond. The 
Jabyrinthic structure sometimes stretches across the interspaces, and 
the radial tubes communicate at their sides with the labyrinthio 
chamberlets of the lamellsd forming the floor and roof of the inter- 
spaces. The continuity from the centre of the body to the circum- 
ference is thus defective, and the body consists of radial tubes and 
of a labyrinthio structure of a cellular and semicellular character. 

The author maintained that the two structures were intrinsically 
different, and he also indicated a difference in the mineral condition 
of the fossils, Pariceria being always phosphatic, whereas no phos- 
phate of lime could be detected in Stoliczkaria. 

2. “ On the Elasticity- and Strength-constants of Japanese Kocks.” 
By Thomas Gray, Esq., B.So., F.K.S.E., and John Milne, Esq., F.G.S. 

In this paper the authors described the results of some experi- 
ments made to determine the elasticity-constants and strength 
against rupture and crushing of a few of the commoner Japanese 
rocks, their chief object being to obtain data for calculating the 
theoretical velocities of earthquake- wave transmission. The rocks 
submitted to experiment were a grey granite, a pure white crystal- 
line marble, a greyish-green soft tuff, a mottled clay-rock, and clay- 
slate. 

Young’s moduli were determined by the bending of solid cylinders 
of the rocks in an apparatus described and figured ; the deviations 
produced were read by means of the reflection from a mirror, which 
magnified them more than 200 times. The process for determining 
the rigidity was also described and illustrated by a figure ; and the 
experiments in crushing were made upon columns of stone by means 
of a Bramah press. In experiments on the rupture of the columns 
there was no marked deviation from the proportionality of strain to 
stress up to the breaking-point, except in the case of the marble. 
In crushing, the authors obtained considerable lower moduli than 
those quoted in tables for similar rocks ; and, as their experiments 
were performed upon columns about three times as long as their 
diameter, they re[)eated them upon columns of marble varying in 
length from one half to six times the thickness. The results seemed 
to show that the short specimens were the weakest ; but there was 
little difference. The authors give the formulae by which they 
worked out the results of each series of experiments, and bring 
together the mean results in a tabular form. 

3. “Tlie Glacial Deposits of West Cumberland.” By J. D. 
Kendall, Esq., C.E., F.G.S. 

The author gave a brief sketch of the physical geography of the 
district and of the distribution of the more remarkable and easily 
recognized varieties of rock. The glacial deposits, viz. Boulder- 
clays, sands, and gravels, occupy mainly the area of low ground 
skirting the hills, extending upwards to a height of about 500 feet 
above the sea ; above that contour-line they only occur in isolated 
patches or tongue-like prolongations up valleys to elevations ooca- 



569 


Correspondence — Mr. H. M. Houcorth. 

sionally of about 1,000 feet. The deposits, where fully developed, 
consist of Upper Boulder-clay, Middle Sand and Gravel and Lower 
Boulder-clay ; together they sometimes attain a thickness of from 
100 to about 130 feet. Certain peculiarities in the distribution of 
the deposits were described. The tripartite arrangement never 
occurs in the valleys in the mountainous district. Boulder-clays, 
indeed, sometimes occur here, but sands are more common. The 
distribution of the boulders from the more remarkable rocks was 
described ; tables of these were given, as also of the maximum 
li eight above the sea at which each occurs. The origin of the 
deposits was next discussed. The author is of opinion that the 
presence in the Lower Boulder-clay of boulders derived from such 
widely different sources can only.be explained by floating ice, but 
that the correspondence of the materials of the clay with rocks in 
the vicinity shows that glacier-mud produced the finer elements, 
'llie Middle Sand and Gravel he considers due to denudation of the 
above materials during a period of emergence. The Upper Boulder- 
clay he attributes to a second period of submergence corresponding 
generally in its conditions with the former one. The gravel mounds 
are probably caused by the stranding of bergs at the end of this 
period. 


COI^S,ES:POIiiTlDE3iiTCE. 


THE SUDDEN EXTINCTION OF THE M.\MMOTH. 

Sir, — I was flattered by finding two communications in the last 
Number of your MaGvVzine devoted to the papers I have, b}'^ your 
favour, printed in that most catholic of geological publications. It 
is some proof, at all events, that the papers have attracted notice. 
With one of these communications, signed Ignoramus, I most com- 
pletely agree. There is no pedantry more transparently foolish 
than that which dots its pages with quotations in a foreign tongue. 
In my case, the excuse is that I was writing as a heretic, upon a 
question in whicdi a large proportion of English geologists are 
ranged on the other side, and therefore in quoting critical and 
important passages, to avoid all pretence that I was garbling or 
introducing my own personal equation into my authorities, I thought 
it better to give the exact words of the author. I will not trans- 
gress the same way again ; but if I have occasion to quote, I will 
give the most faithful translation I can command. To Mr. Reitl 
1 must devote a larger space. First, let me thank him cordially 
for the terms in which he has spoken of my papers. It is a great 
point gained to have no quarrel about the facts, which are therefore 
at the disposal of all your readers. Nor is there any quarrel about 
the cardinal postulate upon which my view is based, and which is 
shared by Mr. Reid, if I understand his letter rightly, with the 
Russian geologists, namely, that the Mammoth lived and died w’here 
his remains are found. 

Mr, Reid says the conclusions I have drawn are quite unwarranted 
by the facts. This is merely a strong phrase to use of conclusions 
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arrived at by such profound teachers of physical science as Cuvier 
and Buckland in the last generation, and d’Archiac in this. The 
phrase, however, may pass as meaning merely that Mr. Reid him- 
self does not agree with these conclusions. He also speaks of the 
view which is opposed to the current Uniformitarian theory as an 
extinct theory. Surely again Mr. Reid limits his language to the 
scholars of Lyell in this country. He cannot have read what the 
great school of geologists in France and Belgium, where so much 
work has been devoted to Post-Glacial deposits, has written and is 
writing upon the question of Uniformity, or he would not use the 
term extinct theory to the view maintained by its opponents. 

Those phrases are, however, mere prejudice. We are not theologians 
discussing authority, but students of an inductive science in which 
the facts are the things to appeal to, and not the name of this or that 
writer — of this or that popular school of geology. If I have (pioted 
others, it is only to show that what I have advanced has been held 
by bigger men than myself. Let us then to the facts. Those who 
hold Mr. Reid’s view have to account for two things — the presence 
of Mammoth remains buried in elevated clay-hills throughout the 
length of Siberia; and, secondly, the preservation of the flesh of 
these Mammoths fresh and intact. In regard to the former difficulty, 
Mr. Reid suggests that the Mammoths were buried by sediment from 
the Siberian rivers. It is true that the upper reaches of the River 
Obi, where, by the way. Mammoth remains are infrequent, are subject 
to very wide floods, caused by the stoppage of the drainage by the 
mouth of the river being hard frozen, while its sources are thawed ; 
but this is by no means the rule with the other Siberian rivers, 
especially those of Eastern Siberia, where the Mammoths abound, 
and which have deep channels and steep banks. There floods are 
comparatively slight, nor do such floods reach the high ground 
where the Mammoths are chiefly found, nor is the high ground 
composed of river sediment, but largely of clay. The floods seen 
in the lower Tundras are not fluviatile, but caused by the melting of 
the summer snow on their surface. Again, as I have quoted from 
Schmidt, who is the most experienced geologist who has examined 
the problem on the spot, the Siberian rivers do not deposit sediment 
that could envelope the Mammoths. Lastly, the fluviatile theory 
requires that the Tundra throughout Northern Siberia should be 
submerged entirely throughout the winter months ; for unless the 
high ground is covered, the problem is not solved. If so, how could 
the Mammoths live there at all ? Even Dr. Tanner, with his aqueous 
tastes, would be puzzled to live a few months upon the frozen 
beverage which North Siberia supplies so plentifully, much less 
great pachyderms requiring immense stores of vegetable food daily. 

Mr. Reid speaks of the occasional preservation of carcases of 
Mammoths and Rhinoceroses. Considering that they are found in 
the whole breadth of Asia from the estuary of the Obi to Behrings 
Straits, in a region almost deserted by civilized man, and therefore 
beyond the reach of anything but casual inquiry, and considering 
the number of recorded cases and the long ages during which their 
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occurrence has been recorded, the word occasional seems misplaced. 
It seems in fact clear, from the frequency and dispersal of the 
carcases, that their occurrence is according to some law, and not 
according to mere local circumstance ; for the conditions in which 
they are found are the same over 120 degrees of longitude. 

Mr. Eeid says the plants found with the Mammoth do not show 
a warm climate. As the same trees and the same land shells have 
been found with the Mammoth in Germany and in Northern 
Siberia, it shows a climate consistent with the possible climatic con- 
ditions of Germany in Post-Glacial times — a climate inconsistent 
altogether with permanently frozen ground close to the surface over 
a whole continent, or with winter conditions such as no large 
herbivores could contend with. The problem further requires that 
over the whole of Northern Asia the climate should once have been 
so temperate and mild that the bodies of the Mammoth, etc., could 
be thrust into the ground or covered with it, and that afterwards, 
and from the time they were so thrust in, that same ground must 
have remained hard frozen to our own day. On this condition only 
could the flesh be preserved. If this were a mere local matter 
affecting one small area, we might invoke local causes like the case 
of Mount Etna, but the case is a continental one. The Bear Islands, 
where no slirub can exist at all 150 miles away from the mouth of 
the Lena, the occasional home of the Arctic Fox and the Snowy Owl, 
must, when the Mammoth lived, have suj^plied an abundant vegeta- 
tion even in winter ; so must the whole of that terribly inclement 
district the Peninsula of the Chuktchi ; so must the tundras from the 
Yenissei to the Lena; and yet immediately the animals died the 
ground must have been so frozen for several feet below the surface 
as to be impervious both to the sun’s heat and to the filtration of 
water. I never urged that the state of things existing now at 
Yakutsk, where it is probable the ground is permanently frozen for 
600 feet from the surface, was created suddenly. It is no doubt the 
result of many centuries of hard climatic conditions. The presence 
of beds of blue ice alternating with clay and soil, and due probably 
to some unexplained filtration of water, is no doubt also the result of 
a long process ; but what I urge, and have always urged, and have 
had my opinion confirmed by the views of many scientific men with 
whom I have discussed . the problem, is that the Mammoth, when 
alive, must have been surrounded with temperate conditions and 
abundant food, while directly after he died Arctic conditions must 
have at once supervened and prevented the decay of his bod3\ The 
proofs of this position, which seems to me to be more impregnable 
with every fresh piece of evidence, are cumulative. I have tried to 
present a number of them as fairly as I could. As yet I have stated 
but half my case. However, I hope my good friend Dr. Woodward, 
who has been very considerate to my heresies, will allow me to 
present the remaining evidence, which is more purely geological. 
I must emphatically say that I very much distrust all deductive 
methods in science. The formulating of a very plausible plea of 
uniformity as an infallible dogma, and then reading one’s facts 
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up to it, is a misleading metliod. The only fertile method in such 
inquiries as ours is induction from the facts, and to this I most 
unflinchingly invite your readers. 

If the facts are susceptible of a more reasonable explanation than 
that I have given, by all means let us have it, and I will surrender. 
At present I am a more incorrigible heretic than ever. 1 hope I 
have not said one offensive or irritating word. If I have, may it be 
cancelled and forgiven. In conclusion, let me quote a most weighty 
sentence or two from one whom both Mr. Keid and myself will 
agree with honouring and paying some deference to. Professor 
Huxley, in his address to the Geological Society for 1869, said, 
“ To my mind there appears to be no sort of necessaiy theoretical 
antagonism between Catastrophism and Uniformitarianism. On 
the contrary, it is very conceivable that catastrophes may be part 
and parcel of uniformity. Let me illustrate my case by analogy. 
The working of a clock is a model of uniform action. Good time- 
keeping means uniformity of action. But the striking of the clock 
is essentially a catastrophe. The hammer might be made to blow 
up a barrel of gunpowder or turn on a deluge of water ; and by 
proper arrangement the clock, instead of marking the hours, might 
strike at all sorts of irregular intervals, never twice alike in the 
intervals, force, or number of its blows. Nevertheless, all these 
irregular and apparently lawless catastrophes would be the result 
of an absolutely Uniformitarian action, and we might have two 
schools of clock theorists, one studying the hammer and the other 
the pendulum.’* These are weighty words, to every one of w^hich I 
subscribe. In objecting to the current doctrine of Uniformity, it 
may be suggested that I am objecting to the government of the 
universe by law — a view I repudiate altogether. What I say is 
that the law which governs the universe is not to be grasped by 
those who will not look beyond what is passing now at their elbows. 
A beautiful city like Lisbon, where I was born, has existed for 100 
years in peaceful prosperity ; and yet in 1753 it was overwhelmed by 
the most terrible cataclysm that is mentioned in modern history. 
That cataclysm is the type of others. How can such an event, the 
only one of its extent and kind recorded in the West, be explained 
by the current school of English geologists ? To Professor Huxley, 
and those who hold with him, such a cataclysm is as much the result 
of law as the peace which has succeeded ; and to some of us a 
cataclysm of a much greater extent, involving a great revolution in 
current geological views about Post-Glacial geology, is just as reason- 
able a priori, while we affirm that it is abundantly required to 
explain the facts. Henby H. Howobth. 

Derby House, Eccles, Nov, 6th, 1881. 

COAL-MEASURES UNDER THE NEW RED SANDSTONES. 

Sir, — Permit me to say that the discovery of limestone bands at 
Winwick beneath the Trias is not quite so novel a one as both Mr. 
Strahan and Mr. De Kance appear to think. 

In a letter of mine to the Liverpool Daily Post, dated 16 Sept. 
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1872, and afterwards copied into Nature^ Sept. 19, 1872, the following 
passage occurs: — “But a well-boring at Win wick, after penetrating 
150 feet of Red Sandstone, the upper part of which is placed with 
the pebble beds in the Geological Survey sheet, was sunk 210 feet 
through strata consisting of hard rock, stiff red marl, red and 
white sandstone, with a zone of limestone bands at the base, the 
boring terminating at 360 feet from the surface, in hard rock.’* 

In this letter the possibility of finding workable coal under the 
Trias is fully discussed. I further observed that 1 “ was inclined to 
think ” that these beds “ belong to the Permian rather than to the 
Upper. Coal-measures.” The borings through the Trias at St. Helen’s 
have Been made since this letter was written. 

Pahk Corner, Plundellsands, T. Mellabd Reade. 

JSTov. 9th, 1881. 

DR. CALLAWAY’S VIEWS ON ANGLESEY GEOLOGY. 

Sir, — At page 423 of the September Number of this Magazine, 
Dr. Callaway states, speaking of the Geology of Anglesey, “ that in 
no case are there any signs of a transition between the altered and 
unaltered beds.” It is not quite clear to what beds he refers as 
altered or metamorphio beds ; but if he has in view, as I imagine 
he has, the great gnarled series of Anglesey, which occupies 
the whole northern part of the island, I venture to take serious 
exception to his statement. This area of so-called metamorphio 
rock is represented on tho Survey Map as bounded on the 
south by a great curved fault. On the coast at Perth Corwg, 
near Point iElianus, where the fault is represented as running 
out to sea, a fault undoubtedly does occur, and the gnarled beds 
are there seen to rest against the shales. As far as I know, 
this fault is actuall}^ seen nowhere else. It has been assumed to 
exist, as the most plausible explanation of the stratigraphy of the 
district, and has been so indicated on the map. There are various 
circumstances which suggest that the line laid down on the map is 
not the line a great fault would take, and I am in a position to state 
that no fault occurs at two points (at any rate) of the line indicated ; 
for a distinct passage can be seen and traced inch by inch from the 
fossiliferous shales to the beds marked “ altered Cambrian ” on the 
Survey Map, and which Prof. Hughes calls the “ gnarled series,” 
This passage is shown on the slopes of the north side of Pare’s 
Mountain, where bare rock crops out at the surface for some distance, 
and the character and texture of the rocks can be distinctly observed. 
Also at Hafod-onen, near Rhosgoch Station, where, on the bared 
surface of the farm-yard, the two series can be seen passing into one 
another, the one dipping under the otlier. I do not assert that 
fossiliferous Cambrian shales pass into metamorphio rocks, but I do 
assert that I have seen such shales pass into beds which Dr. Callaway 
has included under the head metamorphic. If the term metamorphic 
is used in any strict sense as implying a re-arrangement and crystal- 
lizing of mineral constituents, I do not see how it can be applied 
indiscriminately to the “ gnarled series.” Parts of the Llandovery 
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beds of Central Wales are quite as metamorphic-looking as much 
of the gnarled series” of Anglesey. We are presented in that 
island with as complicated a piece of geology as Great Britain can 
show, and no little field-work must be patiently prosecuted before 
the problems can be solved. 

According to my view, Dr. Callaway has misapprehended some of 
the most important sections. In a short paper printed in this 
Magazine last March, 1 pointed out that the Nebo sections described 
by him as unconformable junctions of ‘‘Ordovician shales” on 
granitoidite are really faulted junctions of shales against the base- 
ment bed of the Cambrian. This at Nebo is a very compact fine- 
grained grit, which Dr. Callaway has mistaken for granitoidite. At 
Bryngwallen quarry, near Llanercbymedd, a precisely similar grit 
may be seen passing down into a quartz conglomerate not distin- 
guishable from that of Twt Hill, and passing up into a fossiliferous 
sandstone containing Orthides, the whole section included in some 
30 or 40 feet. K. D. Kobeuts. 

Clare College, Cambridge, Kov, 7, 1881. 


THE “LOWER KEEPER SANDSTONE” OR “BASEMENT BEDS.” 

Sir, — While thanking Mr. Wilson for his support of much that I 
have said on these rocks, I must correct a slight misapprehension 
with regard to ray views. I do not hold the “ theory of a great 
break ” at the base of the Waterstones attributed to me, but merely 
point to the recurrence of lines of erosion at this and other horizons 
in the Trias to show that they are no evidence of want of con form - 
ability ; on p. 6 I use the words “though there is no unconform- 
ability,” etc. 

I do, however, believe that a great change of physical conditions 
commenced at this period, and that, judging by its effect upon the 
nature and distribution of the deposits, this was the most important 
change that took place in the British region during the Triassic era. 
For I consider the theory that the Bunter was upheaved into dry land 
and denuded, before the Keuper was deposited, far from being proved. 

Mr. Wilson states that “At the close of the Bunter period eleva- 
tion took place, in the Midlands certainly, if not generally through- 
out the country, accompanied by extensive and long-continued 
denudation.” The evidence for this elevation and denudation con- 
sists in the fact that the Keuper Basement Beds rest on Pebble Beds 
near Nottingham, but on Lower Mottled Sandstone at four miles 
distance, the inference being that at least 200 feet must have been 
denuded away. 

But it must be borne in mind that the Bunter deposits thin away 
to the south-east, as though deposited against a shelving shore, and 
that Nottingham stands on the margin of the area over which these 
shingles were originall}'^ spread. The inference therefore that the 
Pebble Beds must have been denuded away in those places where 
they are absent below the Keuper is unsafe, for they probably never 
extended so far. It is true that the disappearance of the Pebble 
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Befls takes place somewhat rapidly, but this is noticeable all along 
tboir south-easterly margin, and “conglomerates and coarse con- 
glomeratic sandstones are notoriously local formations, suddenly 
swelling out into great masses, and as rapidly dwindling down 
again, or disappearing altogether,” as Prof. Geikie remarks (Old Bed 
Sandstone of Western Europe). I think also that the irregularity 
of the surface presented by Pebble Beds to the succeeding forma- 
tions, as well as their rather abrupt disappearance, may be accounted 
for by the peculiaiities of the deposit and of the position of the area 
under consideration. 

The local occurrence of the Keuper Basement Beds at Nottingham 
is, I believe, attributable to the same causes, and not to their having 
suffered partial removal by denudation. As I remarked in my paper, 
they have approximately the same distribution as the Bunter, and it 
was not until the commencement of the Waterstone period, that the 
old limits of the Bunter deposits began to be exceeded. For this 
reason and others which I stated, I consider that the base of this 
formation, conformable as it is to the underlying rocks, constitutes a 
most important horizon in the Trias. A. Strahan. 

WiiEXHAM, Nov. 8^A, 1881. 


DR. CALLAWAY AND THE WEXFORD LOWER PALiEOZOIC ROCKS. 

Sir, — This writer in his paper on these Wexford rocks (Geol. 
Mag. November, 1881) adopts the principle of the Archaean geolo- 
gists, which I must again protest against, which is rushing to con- 
clusions without a proper previous examination. In Donegal we 
are now told that undoubtedly there are Laurentian rocks, while 
in reality the question there has not been worked out since Jukes 
first suggested they were Laurentian rocks ; and now Dr. Callaway 
states my work is all wrong, without first seeing it. As stated by 
him, anxious to arrive at the truth I pointed out all places where 
anything was to be seen, and specially the sections that were most 
important, and of the latter I specially called his attention to the 
Crossfarnoge section, and those on the Sal tee Island. To get to the 
latter there may be a little trouble ; but in my course through life 
I have alwa 3 ^s found nothing important can be done without some 
trouble. Under present circumstances I could not answer Dr. 
Callaway ; he does not know my work ; and until he does, it would 
be unfair to expect he could understand it. Furthermore, before 
he could understand Wexford, where so few rocks are exposed, he 
would have to examine an area where they are better seen. There 
could be no better field than Hiar-connaught, where, on account of 
the absence of Drift, the rocks in places can be studied as if laid 
down on a map. 

I am at a loss to understand where Dr. Callaway learned that 
I have changed my opinion as to the age of the rocks north of the 
Carboniferous trough south of Wexford town. Those rocks were 
called Cambrians by Jukes, and a short time after I first saw them, 
I found Oldhamia in them. That I am aware of, I published no 
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** views ” on the rocks until after the examination of years, and 
the views first published are those I believe in still. In the Times 
report of the Brit. Assoc. Meeting, York, an Archaean geologist 
called me a geological Ishmael. I think, however, if he had called 
me a Knox or a Luther or a Calvin, this name would have been 
more appropriate ; my hand not being against every one ; but only 
against those that promulgate errors. 

OvocA, Nov, 1881 . G. H. Kinahan. 

RATE OF DENUDATION OF LAND BY RIVERS. 

Sir, — Mr. Tylor’s astounding calculation, that during the 

Pluvial” period “the mean denudation ’ of the land was nine 
inches per annum, or 729 times its present rate, has filled me and 
probably other geologists with profound astonishment. Having just 
])eru8ed Mr. Darwin’s most excellent book on Mould and Earth- 
worms, it has occurred to me to ask Mr. Tylor to suggest what 
became of earthworms during his “ Pluvial ” period. Mr. Darwin 
calculates that ten tons of earth per annum per acre is frequently 
brought to the surface in the form of worm casts, and that the super- 
ficial soil has passed again and again through the bodies of the worms. 
Nine inches of soil over an acre of land would weigh, at a carter’s 
estimate of one cubic yard to the ton, not less than 1210 tons. 

No mould could possibly form under these circumstances, except 
perhaps in deltas, as it would be removed 100 times as fast as made. 
But I am really understating Mr. Tylor’s estimate, as his nine inches 
of denudation means solid rock, or nearly double, or say 2000 tons 
per acre per annum. T. Mellard Reade. 

Park Corner, Blundellsands, 

Nt.', 9th, 1881. 

LAURENTIAN (?) ROCKS, IRELAND. 

Sir, — In the epitome of the paper read on these rocks at the Brit. 
Assoc. York, by Prof. Hull, you end it by stating that I suggest there 
are Laurentian rocks in the Co. Tyrone. I cannot understand why 
I am to be made an advocate in favour of the present Lauren tiap 
mania. More especially as in my paper read before the Royal Irish 
Academy, and in a recent paper in the Geol. Mag., I believe I have 
brought forward good reasims for supposing these Tyrone rocks to 
be of Cambrian age. G. Henry Kinahan. 

OvocA, Nov. 6. 1881. 

TJS. 

The Geological Survey. — In the Geological Magazine for 

January, 1881, we drew attention to some recent Parliamentary statements concern- 
ing the Geological Survey. Since then Mr. Mundella has announced that the solid 
Geological Survey of England and Wales on the one -inch scale will be completed in 
two years and a half, while a considerable portion of the solid and superficial Survey 
of Ireland will be completed in seven, and that of Scotland in eleven years. He was 
informed that the re-survey for superficial geology of those areas of England which 
were originally surveyed for solid geology alone, would take about twenty years. It 
was hoped that witnin the next few months the re-organization of the staff for 
remaining surveys would be completed, and no efforts would be spared to finish the 
work at as early a date as possible. — Standard, Aug. 19. 
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I. — Note on some Gasteropoda prom the Portland Rocks of the 
Vale of W ardour and of Bucks. 

By Wilfrid H. IIudleston, M.A., F.G.S., 
lYcsident of the Geologists’ Association. 

(PLATE XI.) 

F or many years English palaeontologists were content with the 
limited number of Portlandian Gasteropoda described by 
Sowerby — principally from internal casts — in Fitton’s celebrated 
paper on the Strata below the Chalk.” Other authors have 
described a stray species here and there : still the list was scanty, 
and not only scanty but indefinite ; and many ingenious guesses 
Lave been hazarded as to the true affinities of such species as 
Buccmmi angulatum, and Buccinum naticoides. 

Until a very short time ago the following may be regarded as a 
full list of the Gasteropoda of the Portland limestones of this country, 
viz. Buccinum angulatum. Sow., Buccinum naticoides, Sow., Natica 
elegans, Sow., Cerithium Portlandicum, Sow., C. concavum, Sow., 
Neritoma sinuosa, Morr. (Sow.), Fleurotomaria rugata,^ Benett. Of 
these, Buccinum naticoides ” (? Ampullaria elongata, Benett) is stated 
by Damon to be one of the prevailing fossils of the Roche. Mr. 
Blake also notes it as one of the fossils of the building stones ot 
Portland Isle. It is presumable, therefore, that a form does exist 
to which this name may apply, though its affinities have never 
been investigated. The identifications in other districts seem to 
me very doubtful, and in many cases are probably nothing more 
than squeezed casts of Natica elegans, Buccinum angulatum is better 
known to collectors, though hitherto only found as a cast. It is 
certainly not Pteroceras Oceani, as has been suggested by some, and 
its true position and affinities have long remained a subject for 
speculation. Should the conjecture hazarded below prove to be 
correct, the corresponding shell will have been found at last. 

Thus, out of seven species enumerated, one is very doubtful, 
whilst correct descriptions of some of the others are wanting. Yet, 
until the appearance of Mr. Blake’s paper, ^ this was all the informa- 
tion available with respect to the Gasteropoda of our Portland Rocks 

1 It is scarcely worth while to include Littorina paucisulcata, Phillips, in this list. 
* l^irtland Rocks of England, Q.J.G.S. (1880) p. 225. 
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as far as could be deduced from the works of English authors. On 
the Continent greater attention had been paid to the subject, and the 
Portlandian fauna of the neighbourhood of Boulogne received ample 
illustration at the hands of De Loriol and Pellat. Up to the present 
time, about 21 species of Gasteropoda have been enumerated by 
those authors from the Upper Portlandian of Boulogne, and still 
more from the very fossiliferous Lower Portlandian (zone of Am. 
gigas). Some of these Mr. Blake has recognized in our English 
Portland Rooks, whilst he has himself contributed other species to 
the list ; of these latter the most important is the well-marked and 
rather abundant Natica incisa. 

On the whole it is evident that the fauna of the Portland Lime- 
stones of England is not so restricted as, a few years ago, people 
were content to suppose, but it is peculiar, and it is to some of 
these peculiarities that I would direct attention in the present com- 
munication. 

As the concluding stage of the Jurassic system the effects of the 
impending change w'ould naturally be felt; the marine area was 
becoming more restricted, and a number of creatures found them- 
selves impounded in shallowing lagoons, and had to make the best 
of the circumstances. To a certain extent some of the Portland Beds, 
especially in the Vale of Wardour, may be really regarded as the 
precursors — not only in time but in type — of the Purbecks : that 
is to say, they were semi-estuarine, or fluvio-marine. This may serve 
to account for the indefinite character of some of the fossils and the 
difficulty of placing them generically. It is certain that the Port- 
land Rocks of the Vale of Wardour, and more or less of other 
districts, divide naturally into two very distinct types. 

The principal type is thoroughly marine. This is the one best 
known to geologists ; it is characterized by large Ammonites, and by 
a fair quantity of very large bivalves, such as Pecten lamellosus. Car* 
dium dissimile, Trigonia gibhosa, etc. The species are few, and the 
specimens too often occur as internal moulds only ; still the general 
facies is very recognizable, and is the one which is to be seen in the 
majority of quarries, where people have been content to pick up a 
few of these big ugly fossils, and to come away with the notion that 
little else was to be obtained. It should be observed that some very 
interesting fossils have been found of late even in this type of rock. 

Far otherwise is the facies of the second type, which may possibly 
have been connected with the discharge of some river. It is dis- 
tinguished by one or more species of Cerithium in great abundance, 
together with Neritoma sinuosa and Cyrena rtigosa in greater or less 
quantity. Sometimes all three are present ; occasionally one or the 
other may be rare or absent. With these are associated some of the 
shells of the first or megalomorphic type — hut always much smaller — 
together with many species not found in the first type. It is very 
interesting ground for the palasontologist, in those beds where the 
shells have been preserved, and it is in this direction that we may 
hope in future to enlarge the list of Portland fossils. 

All the indications go to show that considerable difference of con- 
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ditions prevailed during the deposit of these two sets of calcareous 
rocks, though perhaps it is nowhere so strongly marked as in the 
Vale of Wardour, where the following may be regarded as the 
complete sequence between the Purbecks and the Kimmeridge Clay in 
descending order : — 

1. Upper Cyrena-h^dA (Uppermost Portlandian), where all the fossils occur as 
casts, so that specific identification is rendered difficult. Ceriihium Portland^ 
icum is the characteristic univalve. Neritoma sinuosa occurs sparingly. 

2. The chalky scries. This is thoroughly marine, and contains the usual large 
Portlandian fauna, along with some forms which strike one as somewhat 
peculiar. 

3. The C'yrma-beds — properly so-called. This group, which is somewhat variable, 
but usually occurs in three blocks, having a total thickness at the maximum of 
about eight feet, constitutes the most interesting feature in the Vale of Wardour. 
Here the Cyrenn type attains its most complete development, and fortunately the 
shells are in an exceptional stete of conservation. Perfect specimens of Cyrena 
rugosa are to be had in abundance, and with these are associated Ccrithiutu 
concavum^ Sow. , occasionally in great numbers, together with many interesting 
univalves and bivalves, some of which are described in the stiquel. 

4. The main building stones. Beds of gritty limestone with much glauconite, 
containing the usual large Portlandian fauna. There seems to be a considerable 
break at the top of this series, whilst below it graduates iijto 

5. Impure, subcalcareous sands and clays, with bauds of Triyonicc and other fossils 
at intervals. 

In Bucks the equivalents of the Cyrena-hed^ are not so well 
marked, and Cyrena itself is hardly known to me. But there are 
indications of peculiar conditions which may especially be noted in 
the uppermost beds of the series, and in portions of the creamy 
limestones,” where Gasteropoda are more than usually numerous on a 
certain horizon in particular quarries. 

It is hoped that the above brief explanation may render the 
geological position of the fossils about to be described pretty clear to 
those who care to investigate the subject. 

1. PuRPUROiDEA PORTLANDiOA, sp.n. Plate XI. Figs. la, 16. 

Drscription, — Specimen from the Portland limestone of Ashendon, 


Bucks. 

Length 58 millimetres. 

Width 42 

Length of body-whorl to entire shell 70 : 100. 

Spiral angle 78°. 


Shell short, subturrited, angular, scarcely umbilicated. Spire, 
about five whorls, separated by a suture, which becomes very 
deep anteriorly. The contour of each whorl is angular ; upper 
margin tabulate and terminating in a salient border or keel from 
which the sides fall steeply, and even with a certain amount of 
excavation, towards the lower keel, which, except in the body-whorl 
and a portion of the penultimate, is hidden by the overlap of the 
succeeding whorl. These keels were strongly tuberculate ; the 
tuberculation commencing in the third or fourth whorl, and 
increasing till in the posterior keel of the body- whorl the orna- 
mentation was very decided. 

The body -whorl occupies about -Aths of the total height of the 
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shell, and preserves the angular outline of the rest of the spire. 
The second or median keel divides it somewhat unequally. This 
keel, though probably less tuberculated, was more prominent than 
the upper one : below it the body- whorl tapers rapidly towards the 
anterior margin. The aperture is wide and semi-ovate, without 
much excavation of the columella, which was covered by a callus 
of some extent. The only trace of an umbilicus is a slight groove 
towards the base of the columella. 

The ornaments of this fine shell were doubtless more prominent 
originally. The tuberculations have been softened down, and all 
traces of finer lines, if any such existed, have been removed. The 
whole appearance of the fossil indicates that it has suffered from a 
sort of solvent action, and the anterior portion is not sufficiently well 
preserved to show the notch. 

Pelatiom and Distribution . — If it be admitted that the shell above 
described is entitled to be ranked in the subgenus of Purpura called 
Purpuroidea by Lycett, it is, according to our present knowledge, 
the only representative of the Purpuroids in the uppermost Jurassic 
rocks. The group has not hitherto been known either in England 
or on the Continent on a higher horizon than the Coral Rag. As 
might be anticipated, the nearest allied forms appear to be those of 
the P. nodulata group. The proportions of Young and Bird’s species 
are nearly the same as in this case, but the contour of the whorls 
differs materially, perhaps fully as much as does the ornamentation. 
On the other hand, some persons might be disposed to erect Purpu- 
roidea Portlandica, Pseudomelania percinctay Natica rugosa and even 
Natica incisa into a genus having Naticoid affinities, but which 
possess also other characters which can scarcely be reconciled with 
those of Natica. If Purpuroidea Porilandica should ultimately be 
shown to have an anterior groove, it must be removed from the other 
three, whose apertures are certainly entire anteriorly. 

The specimen now figured was found most probably in the ** creamy 
limestones ” of Mr. Blake’s classification, and is at present unique as 
a shell. Nevertheless it is extremely probable that this is the external 
form of Buccinum angulatum, which Sowerby describes as “ fusiform, 
short ; sides of spire straight ; the last whorl has one keel in the 
middle ; aperture rhomboidal with a short rounded beak.” The 
small amount of slope in the sides of the spire is very characteristic 
of P. Portlandica, and the median keel is another connecting feature. 
It should be noted that in the specimen from Ashendon a portion of 
the shell is broken away near this keel, so as to disclose the cast, and 
we at once observe that the mark of the keel in the cast is not at all 
equal to the prominence of that on the shell. This disposes of the 
possible objection that the keel of P. Portlandica was much too strong 
for the cast with which it is sought to identify it. 

Buccinum angulatum is pretty common in the Roche of Portland, 
and has been noted in the uppermost Portland stone of Swindon. 
Should it turn out to be the cast of the species above described, P, 
Portlandica becomes P. angulata. Sow., and its distribution coincident 
with that hitherto ascribed to Buccinum angulatum. 
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2. PsEUDOMELANiA ? PBRCiNCTA, sp.n. Plate XI. Figs. 2a, 2h. 

Description.- — Specimen from the Cyrena-heds of Alford Quarry, 
near Tisbury. 


Length (restored) 43 millimetres. 

Width 24 ,, 

Length of last whorl to entire shell 60 : 100. 

Spiral angle 62®. 


Shell oblong, angular, not umbilicatecl. Three whorls and part of 
a fourth remain ; the complete number would be about six. Spire 
moderately elevated, with, probably, a fairly acute apex. Whorls 
very angular, the posterior border being channeled, though not 
deeply. Sides of the whorls almost flat, with a tendency towards 
hollowing out in the anterior ones ; slope of each whorl regular and 
nearly in accordance with the spiral angle. In the posterior whorls 
the median keel is probably concealed by overlap, but it is very 
characteristic of the body-whorl, which occupies about i^oths of the 
spire. Entire shell smooth, as far as can be learnt from its present 
condition : aperture oval, and somewdiat elongate, and but moderately 
excavated in the columellar region. Shell substance thick. Hardly 
a trace of an umbilical groove. 

Relations and Distribution. — It is perhaps more difiScult to fix the 
generic position of this peculiar shell than of the preceding species. 
It has strong affinities with a well-known form which occurs in the 
Dogger and Scarborough Limestone (Inf. Ool.) onginall}^ figured by 
Phillips (G.Y. pi. iv. fig. 29) as Pliasianella cincta, and afterwards 
described by Morris and Lycett (Ool. Mol. p. 113, pi. xv. fig. 20) as 
Natica? (Euspira) cincta. We are apt to regard Euspira as a sub- 
genus of Natica^ yet neither this nor Phillips’s species has the 
semilunar aperture of that great group. A more remotely-allied 
form, with a shorter spire, has been described from the Lias of 
Hedcar by Tate and Blake (Yorkshire Lias, p. 349, pi. x. fig. 13), as 
Natica pur pur oidea, “which is evidently congeneric with Ampullaria 
dngulata, Dunk., quoted by Brauns under Puipurina.^' 

Such forms seem to have affinities on tl)e one hand with the 
Naticas, but yet more strongly with the so-called Phasianellas, 
Chemnitzias and Pseudomelanias, and only await further recognition 
to be placed in a distinct genus, whose appearance may probably be 
held to indicate partly estuarine conditions. Throughout the long 
interval between the Scarborough Limestone and the Portlandian no 
such form is known to me in the Jurassic rocks of this country ; 
but, after making due allowance for differences of mineralization, 
one might be disposed to admit such a shell as Natica Beaugrandi, 
Lor. (Jurass. Sup. de Boulog., vol. i. p. 92, pi. viii. fig. 22), from the 
Upper Portlandian of La Creche, into the group. 

3. PsKUDOMELANiA RUGOSA, sp.n. Plate XL Figs. 6ti, C)&. 

Description. — Specimen from the “ creamy limestones ” near 
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

Shell oblong, angular, rugose, not iimbilicated. The spiral angle 
is between 70° and 75°, but the spire itself is too much injured for 
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proportional measurements in so rugged a shell. The height of the 
body-whorl is evidently considerable in proportion to the rest of the 
spire, and the sides preserve the same slope. A very strong keel 
is developed a little above the middle of the w^horl, to which it thus 
imparts an angular character. The upper part of the whorl is exca- 
vated, whilst the anterior portion tapers rapidly to the base. The 
entire shell is ornamented with broad transverse ribbing, probably 
decussated by fine longitudinal (i.e. transverse to the axis) lines : in 
the body-whorl this transverse ribbing is subdivided by what looks 
like exaggerated lines of growth. Shell substance very thick : 
aperture oval to semilunar. Scarcely a trace of umbilicus. 

Belations and Distribution, — This very curious shell might almost 
be taken as the type of these Katico-Chemnitzoid forms, having 
affinities with Pseudomelania percincta, on the one band, and with 
Natica incisa, next to be described, on the other. The general con- 
tour of the shell, and especially the strong median keel, connects it 
with the first named, and the almost total absence of an umbilical 
groove is a further bond of union. On the other hand the aperture is 
more naticoid, and the rugose habit of the shell rather serves to connect 
it with Natica incisa. If we arc to regard it as a Natica, it may be 
looked upon as exhibiting an extreme phase of the angular varieties 
of that genus, and in the great development of the median keel it 
aftbrds an instance of the tendencies of the period, felt in more than 
one group of shells, and which received its supreme expression in 
Neritoma sinuosa. 

No other specimen has yet been found, 

4. Natica incisa, Blake, 1880. Plate XI. Figs. 4a, 4&. 

Natica incim, Blake, 1880, Q.J.G.S. vol. xxivi. p. 229, pi. ix. figs. 1, la. 

Bibliography, etc, — This species was first noted by Mr. Blake in 
the “ creamy limestones ” of Coney Hill and Quainton in Bucks, 
associated with Natica ceres, Lor., to which he considered it to be 
somewhat nearly related. 

Description, — Specimen from the CyrenaAyeds of Alford Quarry, 
near Tisbury. 

Length 26*5 millimetres. 

Width 22 ,, 

Length of hody-whorl to entire shell 70 : 100. 

Spiral angle 88®. 

Shell ovate, subangular, moderately umbilicated. Spire rather 
short, with sharp apex : it consists of about five whorls, separated 
by a well-marked suture ; posterior margin of each whorl flat and 
indented. Body-whorl large, subangular, and characterized by a 
broad depression running longitudinally (t.e. transverse to the axis 
of the shell) along the upper part, so as to produce a slightly 
bicarinated appearance. The deep sulci on the tabulate posterior 
margin of the whorls may be traced across the flanks of the shell ; 
between these are finer lines of growth : general aspect of the 
ornamentation slightly rugose (often softened down by action of 
solvents), with traces of fine longitudinal lines. Aperture wide 
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and semilunar, with a thick callus on the columella : considerable 
umbilical groove. 

Relations and Distribution, — As before stated, this shell has been 
regarded in its relations with Natica ceres, which is said to be 
common in the Upper Portlandian of Wimereux. It is, however, 
less globular, has a smaller spiral angle, is more rugose, and would 
seem to attain to a larger size. Natica ceres, according to our 
present knowledge, is confined in this country to a limited horizon 
in the “creamy limestones” of Bucks, whilst the species under 
consideration has a wider range. In an opposite direction its 
affinities with such a form as Fs, rugosa have been already indi- 
cated, yet it is decidedly more Naticoid, and, although differing 
somewhat from the typical Naticce, may be regarded as belonging 
to a section of that genus exhibiting peculiar modifications. There 
is a form, for instance, in the Lower Lias of the East of France, 
figured and described by Piette (Terq. and Piette, p. 31, pi. i. fig. 
15-10) as Natica plicata, which, as far as the figure goes, possesses 
considerable resemblance to Natica incisa. It is difficult to ascertain 
how nearly the two are related, since the description of N, plicata 
would seem not to coincide exactly with the figure : yet it is evident 
that Natica plicata of the Lower Lias is a member of this section of 
the genus. 

Natica incisa is pretty widely distributed on a certain horizon in 
the “ creamy limestones” of Bucks, and is tolerably numerous in the 
Cyrena-hediB of the Yale of Wardour, where, perhaps, the average 
size of the specimens is greater than in Bucks. Mr. Blake quotes 
it from the Portland Sand of Portland, where it would seem to be 
a little out of place, as there is no record of its occurrence in the 
limestones except those belonging to the Cyrena type. Something 
like it occurs in the Koche, but the specimen is too imperfect to 
be referred to N, incisa with certainty. 

5. Natica elegans, Sowerby, 1835. Plate XI. Figs. 8a, 86. 

Natica dctjans, Sowerby, 1835, in Fitton, Trans. Gcol. Soc. 2nd scr. vol. iv. p. 347, 

pi. 23, tig. 3. 

This well-known species is merely introduced for purpose of 
comparison with the other forms. It possesses a somewhat higher 
spire (angle about 81°) than Natica incisa, and the median keel of 
the body-whorl is scarcely perceptible. The posterior border of the 
whorls is markedly tabulate without being indented : the contour 
of the shell is very regular, and, as its name implies, elegant : the 
ornaments consist of fine lines of growth often exquisitely preserved. 

N. elegans is very abundant in the “ creamy limestones ” of Bucks, 
where specimens from 10 to 70 millimetres in height may be 
obtained, showing the same character notwithstanding such differ- 
ences in size. I have never seen any other than small specimens 
from the Cyrena-heds of the Vale of Wardour, but casts of Natica 
elegans of considerable size occur in some of the Portlandian beds of 
that locality. It is one of those forms which seem common to both 
types of Portland limestone. 
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6. Chemnitzia teres, sp.n. Plate XL Figs. 3a, 3b. 
description . — Specimen from the Cyrena-heds of Chilmark Quarry. 


Length 36 millimdtres. 

Width 16 

Length of body-whorl to entire shell 46 : 100. 

Spiral angle 35'’. 


Shell moderately elongate, conical, subturrited, not umbilicated. 
The spire increases under a regular angle of 35°, and consists of 
about nine whorls (seven preserved), which are well separated by 
the suture. The posterior portion of each whorl is distinguished by 
a rounded projection or belt, which serves to conceal the suture, and 
gives a somewhat turrited aspect to the spire ; the whorls have a 
shallow submedian excavation. Body-whorl smooth and regular, 
with a slight excavation in the posterior third. The entire shell is 
devoid of ornament (in its present condition) other than faint lines 
of growth on the body-whorl. Aperture ovate ; columella but little 
excavated, and not much covered by callus ; no trace of an umbilicus. 

Relations and Distribution . — This very pretty and regular species 
is most nearly related to Melania ahhreviata, Roem. (Ool. Geb. p. 159, 
pi. X. fig. 4), subsequently recognized and described by De Loriol 
(Jurass. Sup. de Boulogne, vol. i. p. 80, pi. viii. figs. 2 and 3) from the 
Sequanien of Bellebrune, and noticed by me as occurring in the Lower 
Calcareous Grit of Cumnor, near Oxford. It especially resembles 
that species in the prominent belt at the posterior margin of each 
whorl, which almost conceals the suture. It differs from that species 
in its rounder and softer outlines, in the inferior value of the spiral 
angle, and in the regularly conical form of the spire. The belt at 
the posterior border, which characterizes all the whorls up to the 
very apex, may serve to distinguish it from other species of the so- 
called Chemnitzias. 

This form is tolerably abundant in the Cyrena-heds of some parts 
of the Vale of Wardour, but the state of conservation is usually 
indifferent. It has not been found elsewhere, as far as I know. 

7. Chemnitzia naticoides, sp.n. Plate XL Figs. 10a, 106. 

Description . — Specimen from the Cyrena-heds of Chilmark Quarry. 


Length 20 millimetres. 

Width 12 ,, 

Length of body- whorl to rest of shell 57 : 100. 

Spiral angle 60®. 


Shell sub-conical, moderately elongate, not umbilicated. Spire 
composed of about five whorls, smooth, well-defined by suture, and 
increasing regularly ; no belt distinguishes these whorls, which are 
slightly excavated. The body-whorl is scarcely tumid, and has a 
shallow depression in the upper third, which gives emphasis to a slight 
and well-rounded median keel. Aperture ovate to semilunar : not 
the least trace of an umbilicus. 

Relations and Distribution . — There is really so little to lay hold 
of in a shell of this sort that its affinities can only be guessed at. It 
may indeed be a dwarf of some form already known in other 
countries. Both it and the next described form are found sparingly 
in the Cyrewa-beds of the Vale of Wardour. 
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8. Chemnitzia dbcussata, sp.n. Plate XI. Figs. 11a, 116. 

Description. — Specimen from the Cyrena-heds of Chilmark Quarry. 
This form differs from the one last described chiefly in the more 
strongly defined belt encircling the upper portion of each whorl, and 
in the ornamentation, which is very obvious at the base of the shell ; 
the aperture also is more oval, and there are some traces of an 
umbilicus. 

Relations and Distribution. — The belt at the posterior extremity of 
each whorl rather serves to remind one of Chemnitzia teres, but 
Ch. decussata is more stumpy in its growth, besides showing consider- 
able traces of ornamentation. The form figured, 12a and 126, may 
perhaps be referred here. Found sparingly in the Cyrena-h^ds of 
the Vale of Wardour. 

9. Neritoma sinuosa, Sow., 1818. Plate XI. Figs. 5a, 56. 

Narita sinuom, Sow. 1818, M.C., pi. 217. 

Ncrita angulata^ Sow. 1835, Trans. Geol. Soc. 2ndser. vol. iv. p. 347, pi. 23, fig. 2. 
Kvritoma sinuosa^ Morris, 1849, Q.J.G.S., vol. v. part 1, p. 334, with figure. 
Nvritoma sinuom, Morris (Sow.), 1864, De Loriol et Pellat, Port, de Boulog., p. 35, pi. 

iii. figs. 19-21. 

No description of this well-known species is needed after the very 
full account given by Morris {op, cit.) in his article on Neritoma. 
The species is also well described and figured by De Loriol. As the 
companion, in so many cases, of the fossils to which this communica- 
tion relates, a glance at its relations and distribution may not be out 
of place. 

Relations and Distribution. — Neritoma would seem to be eminently 
representative of that sort of generic confusion which prevailed at 
the time when the Portland Eocks of England received their fossil 
contents. De Loriol (cp. cit. p. 37) is of opinion that, in some 
respects, the shell recalls the peculiarities of certain Naticas, and he 
even considers that the animal may have approached that type. As 
a subgenus it is very limited both in range and number of species. 

The distribution of Neritoma sinuosa is peculiar. It is extremely 
abundant in the Cyrena-heds of the Vale of Wardour, and is also 
found more sparingly in the upper Cyrena-heds (No. 1) of that 
locality. In the highest Portlandian bed at Swindon, which belongs 
to the Cyrena type, very large specimens occur. In Bucks it is 
rare, and has only been found in the very topmost beds at Quainton. 
Of its presence in the Koche of Portland I am not quite certain. It 
is hardly necessary to mention that this species does not occur in 
the more purely marine Portlandian beds of any locality. 

When we trace its distribution on the Continent, we find that, at 
Boulogne, Neritoma sinuosa is stated to be pretty common in the 
Lower Portlandian (zone of Am. gigas), but is not quoted from the 
Upper Portlandian — usually held to be the equivalent of our 
Portland Stone. In Hanover, according to Struckmann, Neritoma 
sinuosa (= Nerita ovata, Koem.) is most abundant in part of the 
Middle Kimmeridge. Even granting that Neritoma ovata is sufficiently 
different to be regarded as a distinct species — the view taken by 
De Loriol — we cannot fail to notice with interest the fact that 
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Neritoma is first observed in the Middle Kimmeridge of N.W. 
Germany, next in the Lower Portlandian of Boulogne, and finally 
in certain restricted beds of our own Portland Bocks, but always 
on a higher horizon in its journey westwards. 

There is something very instructive in this, and Neritoma is so 
marked a form that there can be no mistake about it ; but a similar 
lesson is taught by other fossils. If, for instance, we wish to search 
in N.W. Germany for the representatives of many of our Portlandian 
Gasteropods, to what horizon ought we to turn ? Not certainly to 
the Upper Portlandian of that country, for it does not contain a 
single Gasteropod.* The Lower Portlandian of N.W. Germany 
(zone of Am, gigas) has a larger and more varied fauna, but wo 
must go as low as the Pteroceras schichten, that is to say, below the 
equivalents of the mass of the Kimmeridge Claj^ of England, wliich 
is mainlj^ Yirgulian or higher, before we recognize anything like an 
univalve facies corresponding to that of our own Portland Rocks. 

10. Nerita tkansversa, Von Seebach, 1864. Plate XI. Fig. 9. 

2{eritn transversa, Von Seebach, 18G4, Ber. ITan. Jura, p. 131, pi. vii. fi^s. Br, h. 

Idem. Idem. 1866, Be Lor. et Pell., Port, de Boulog. p. 33, pi. 

hi. 22-24. 

Ibid, varietas minor^ Lor. et Pell., 1874, Jurass. sup. de Boulogne, p. 105, pi. ix. 

figs. 16, 17. 

This interesting form, which is too well known to need descrip- 
tion, is another connecting link between our Portland Rocks and 
the Middle Kimmeridge of Hanover. It occurs in some abundance 
in the Lower Portlandian of Boulogne, together with the variety 
minor, which alone occurs in the Upper Portlandian of that district. 
De Loriol speaks of it as a perfectly typical Nerite living under 
marine conditions, but one may read the fact the other way, as 
showing the estuarine character of beds where such shells occur. 

In England its occurrence was first noted by Mr. Blake in the 
0//r<?na-beds of the Vale of Wardour, where it is met with sparingly. 
No instance of its occurrence in the more truly marine beds has yet 
come to my knowledge. 

11. Act^onina signum, sp.n. Plate XL Figs. 7a, 7&, 7c. 

Description , — Specimen from the Uyrena-beds of Chilmark Quarry. 


Length 20 millimetres. 

Width 16-6 „ * 


Biam. of last whorl in relation to its length .... 0*78. 

Shell tumid, not much longer than wide, subcylindrical, attenuated 
anteriorly. The spire, which scarcely projects, consists of five 
or six whorls, one within the other. These are faintly convex, 

^ Subjoined is a complete list, according to Stmekmann, of the fossils of the 
Upper Portlandian of Hanover. JPecten concentricus, Bunk, and Koch, Perna 
Jiouchardi, Oppel, Modiola Uthodomus, Bunk, and Koch, Trigonia variegata, Credner, 
Cardium Dufreynoimm, Buvig., Cyprina Brongniarti, Rmm., Cyrtna rugosa, Lor. 
(Sow.), Cyrtna nuculaiforniis, Koem., Cyclas Brongniarti, Bunk., Corbula Mosemisy 
Buvig., Corbula alatay Sow. 
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separated by a well-marked suture (Fig. 7c), and ornamented with 
curved scaly marks, which are strongest on the flat posterior area 
of the body- whorl. The nucleus is represented by a little knob in 
the centre. The body -whorl is large, and its flanks are rather 
strongly marked by lines of growth in connexion with the scaly 
marks on the flat posterior area. The aperture is long, and the 
outer lip nearly straight for two-thirds of its length, when it curves 
round with an oval sweep anteriorly. The columella is much 
excavated anteriorly, but there is no distinct plication on the inner 
lip, and the traces of an umbilicus are very faint. Shell thin. 

Eelations and Distribution . — In form and general character this 
fine species approaches Tornatina Bayanif Lor., from the Lower 
Portlaiidian of Terlincthun (Boulonnais), but that species is only 
6*5 mm. in length, and is much longer in proportion to its width 
than the Chilmark shell, which may be regarded as intermediate 
between the above and such a form as Actceonina ventricosay D’Orb., 
quoted from the Upper Portlandian of Boulogne. It may be worth 
mentioning that Tornatina Bayani occurs in the Pteroceras schichten 
(Middle Kimmeridge) of Hanover, where it attains a length of 7 mm. 

Actceonina signnm (De Loriol would probably regard it as Torna^ 
tina) is moderately plentiful in the highest portion of the Cyrena-heds 
of the Vale of Wardour, towards the junction with the Chalky series 
(No. 2). It has not yet been noted out of the Vale of Wardour. 

There is at least one other well-marked species, which is most 
probably an Actceoninay from the same beds, and I have a large 
specimen of an Actceonina in flint, which was most probably derived 
from the Chalky series (No. 2). Wo may therefore regard this 
group of the Actasons as being tolerably well represented in the 
Portlandian of the Vale of Wardour. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATE XI. 

Fig. 1. Furp^iroidi'a Tortlandiraj Hudleston. la. Front view, 1^. hack view 
of shell, nat. size. Portland Limestone, Ashendon, Bucks. 

,, 2. Fseudomelania / percinctay Iludleston. 2a. Front view, 2b. back view of 

shell, nat. size. Cyrena-beds, Alford Quarry, near Tisbury. 

,, 3. Chenwitzia tereSy Iludleston. 3a. front, 36. back view, nat. size. 

Cyrena-beds, Chilmark Quarry. 

,, 4. Natica incimy Blake (1880). 4a. front, 46. back view, nat. size. Cyrena- 

beds, Alford Quarr)% near Tisbury. 

,, 5. Nvritoma sinmsay Sowerby (1818). 6a. front, 56. back view, nat. size. 

Cyrena-beds, Vale of Wardour. 

,, 6. Fseudonielania ruposay Hudleston. 6a. front, 66. back view, nat. size. 

“ Creamy Limestones,” near Aylesbury, Bucks. 

,, 7. Actceonina signuniy Iludleston. 7a. front, 76. back, 1c. apical view, nat. 

size. Cyrena-beds, Chilnnirk Quarry. 

,, 8. Natica eteganSy Sowerby (1835). 8a. front, 86. back, nat. size. 

“ Creamy Limestones,” Bucks. 

„ 9. Nerita transversay Von Seebach (1864). Dorsal view, nat. size. Cyrena- 

beds, Vale of Wardour. 

,, 10. Chemnitzia naticoidesy Hudleston. 10a. front, 106. back view. CjTcna- 
beds, Chilmark Quarry. 

,, 11. Chemnitzia decussatay Hudleston. 11a. front, 116. back view. 11c. 
umbilical view, nat. size. Cyrena-beds, Chilmark Quarry. 

,, 12a. and 6. Chemnitzia sp. ? Cyrena beds, Vale of Wardour. 
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II. — On the Loweb Keupeb Sandstone op CnESHiRK. 

By A. Stkahan, M.A., F.G.S., H.M. Geological Survey. 

W HILE I was engaged in surveying tbe Drift-deposits of the 
neighbourhood of Warrington, Runcorn, and the Peckforton 
Hills near Chester, my attention was called to what appeared to 
be a good boundary-line in tbe middle of the Lower Keuper 
Sandstone, separating the Waterstones from the Conglomerates 
underlying them. The sections at Runcorn and Frodsham, where 
I first saw this line exposed, have been already described with 
many others in the Survey Memoirs on the Neighbourhood of 
Prescot (3rd edition) and on the Neighbourhood of Chester. They 
showed that there was no passage from the Waterstones down into 
the Conglomerates, but that there was on the contrary a sharp 
division between them ; and as on following this line further south, 
I found that it was persistent, and everywhere separated beds of a 
very different nature, it was decided that it should be engraved on 
the Map, the new classification of the Keuper of this neighbourhood, 
as contrasted with the old, being shown in the accompanying figure. 

The Lower Keuper Sandstone or Basement Beds consist of quartz- 
ose sandstones with a sharp and rather coarse grain, conglomeratic 
or brecciated in parts and always current-bedded. The bold and 
craggy escarpment formed by the superposition of these beds on 
the soft Upper Mottled Sandstone of the Bun ter often presents 
minor features or terraces, resulting from the separation of the 
harder building stones into courses by partings of softer material. 
These partings are occasionally formed by a bed of shale, but more 
usually by a very soft current-bedded mottled sand, of a finer grain 
than the building stone. The upper part of the subdivision consists 
of a considerable thickness of this soft sand, as is seen in the Railway 
Cutting at Frodsham (Geology of the Country around Prescot, 
Fig. 4), where the current-bedding is on so large a scale as to have 
been sometimes mistaken for contortion. The beds are arranged 
in the form of troughs, one within another, and inclined towards 
the east at a high angle. In tbe section these troughs are cut across 
nearly at right angles, so as to present arcs of a number of nearly 
concentric circles of about 40 yards diameter. For convenience 
of reference, I gave to these beds the name of the Frodsham Beds. 
They are persistent over this part of Cheshire, but variable in thick- 
ness. In the lower part of the Frodsham Beds, the coarser-grained 
and harder sandstone comes in gradually, often appearing first in 
lenticular masses, so that there is a perfect passage downwards. 

Every course of the harder sandstone is as a rule conglomeratic 
and brecciated towards its base, and rests on a slightly eroded 
surface of the underlying bed. Fragments of shale often occur 
in irregular lines in the brecciated portion, as though a bed of 
shale, previously laid down and half hardened, had been tom up 
and the fragments rolled about, though not moved to a distance. 
In this respect, and in the frequent repetition of lines of erosion, the 
Lower Keuper Sandstones resemble those of the Coal-measure age. 



A, Strahan — Lomr Kevper SanMone. 


397 


From the description of the Frodsham Beds given above, it will 
be seen that they are similar in character to the Upper and Lower 
Mottled Sandstones of the Banter. Indeed even in the field they 
cannot be distinguished from these subdivisions except by ascertain- 
ing their relative position to the conglomerates of the Keuper Base- 
ment Beds below and the Waterstones above. 


VERTICAL SECTION OF A PART OF 
THE TRIAS NEAR CHESTER. 
Scale 500 feet = i inch. 



i Keuper Marls 
(part of). 

1 Waterstones. 


I Lower Keuper 
I Sandstone or 
y Basement Beds. 

j Lines of Erosion. 


Erosion. 


I Upper Mottled 
j Sandstone. 


Erosion. 


Pebble Beds. 


Erosion. 


> Erosion. 


Lower Mottled 
Sandstone. 


After the deposition of the Frod- 
sham Beds, a complete change must 
have taken place, for the .Waterstones 
which succeed them are of an en- 
tirely different lithological character, 
and belong to the Keuper Marl type 
exclusively. They consist of evenly- 
bedded or laminated, loamy, and 
micaceous sandstones, alternating 
with shales, the whole presenting an 
appearance of extreme regularity of 
bedding, suggestive of deposition 
in tranquil water. The peculiar 
loamy texture and the absence of 
the conglomeratic character in these 
sandstones renders them easily dis- 
tinguishable from the building 
stones of the Lower Keuper Sand- 
stone, even after removal from the 
quarry. 

The contrast between these two 
subdivisions and the sharpness of 
the line dividing them is beautifully 
shown in the railway cutting at 
Runcorn Station. The lowest beds 
of the Waterstones consist of deep 
red shales and micaceous flags, and 
rest directly upon the loose current- 
bedded sand of the Frodsham Beds. 
At the south end of the cutting the 
Frodsham Beds are red, but at the 
north end white, the loss of colour 
taking place gradually in passing 
from one end of the section to the 
other. The same junction is ex- 
posed in the road leading from 
Frodsham to Overton, and in a 
lane near Overton Church (Geology 
of the Country around Prescot, 
fig. 5), on Eddisbury Hill, and in 
Delamere Forest. Even where good 
sections are wanting, the line can be 


followed with ease by the change in the soil, resulting from the 


juxtaposition of rocks so different in character. 
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Towards the top of the Waterstones, the sandstones become 
gradually less numerous, and the shales predominate, so that there 
is a passage upwards into the Eed Marls, in which bands of sand- 
stone are less common, though not absent, the Upper Keuper sand- 
stone of the Midland districts being apparently a repetition in the 
Marl of beds of the Waterstone type. The line separating the 
Waterstones from the Eed Marls is under these circumstances 
arbitraiy, and can only be regarded as approximately separating the 
more sandy base of the Marls from, the main mass above in which 
shales predominate. This arbitrary horizon Avas formerly taken as 
the upper boundary of the Lower Keuper Sandstone, the Water- 
stones and the Lower Keuper Sandstone (as now defined) having 
been hitherto grouped together. 

The Waterstones also, like the Eed Marls, contain abundantly 
ripple-marks, sun-cracks, markings supposed to be rain-pi ttings, and 
the casts in clay of the cubical crystals of rock-salt. These casts 
or pseudomorphs appear for the first time in the Waterstones, being 
unknown, so far as I have heard, in the Keuper Basement Beds. 

The Waterstones, in common with the Keuper Basement Beds 
and the Bunter, are subject to rapid variations in colour. They are 
usually deep-red, with thin green bands, but on Longley Hill, near 
Kelsall, they are locally bleached, the sandstones being white, and 
the shales green with thin red bands. Similarly the Basement Beds 
at Helsby Hill are brown, but become mottled with white towards 
the south end of the hill. Two miles to the south, at Manley, they 
are a pure white, and the lumps of shale included in them are green, 
sometimes with a red nucleus. At Delamere they are brown again, 
but in the Peckforton Hills once more white. The Frodsbam Beds 
also vary from a bright-red and yellow at Delamere to a yellow at 
Manley, while at High Billinge they are bright-red again. At 
Frodsham they are red, but in the road to Overton snow-white, but 
at Overton, about one mile from Frodsham, once more bright-red. 
The change from red to white within a few yards at Euncorn Station 
has been already referred to. The Upper Mottled Sandstone shows 
equally rapid changes of colour in a small space at Beeston Castle. 
On the east side of the hill it is deep red, on the north yellow with 
veins of iron oxide, on the north-west yellow mottled with red, on 
the west yellow above and red below, but on the south red above 
and yellow below. These changes take place within an area of 
about one quarter of a square mile. The observations on the changes 
of colour in these rocks are instructive as showing how little reliance 
can be placed on this character as a means of identifying horizons in 
the absence of continuous sections. 

During the progress of the re-survey of the Keuper in Cheshire, 
I was informed by Mr. De Eance that the line between the Water- 
stones and Basement Beds which I was engaged in tracing, existed 
also in Lancashire, and had been selected by him as the base line 
of the Marls, no subdivision of the Waterstones being possible, 
from the prevalence of drift over the area probably occupied by 
them. I bad afterwards an opportunity of visiting with him some 
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of the sections in Lancashire for the purpose of making comparisons. 
The Basement Beds as exposed at Ormskirk, and in the Orrel 
railway cutting, are similar to those of Cheshire, and like them are 
succeeded abruptly upwards by beds of the Bed Marl type. The 
junction is exposed in the Orrel railway cutting, and presents a 
very similar appearance to the sections at Kuncorn and Frodsham, 
described above. Borings, made subsequently to the survey by Mr. 
De Kance, have proved that the lower part of the Marls contain 
sandy beds, corresponding in character and position to the Water- 
stones of Cheshire. In Liverpool the same sequence has been 
observed by Messrs. De Kance and Morton. The cemetery shales, 
which were supposed by Mr. Morton to be intercalated in the 
Keuper Basement Beds, are now known to be the lower beds of the 
Bed Marl repeated by a fault, so that the supposed discrepancy 
between the sequence here and in Cheshire is removed. 

At the same time Mr. Aveline recognized this boundary-line in 
Cheshire as the same as that which had been mapped by him as 
the base of the Waterstones in the neighbourhood of Nottingham. 
He states in the Geology of the Country around Nottingham (2nd 
edition, p. 29) that, “ Only the Middle and Upper division of the 
Keuper are fully developed, namely, the Waterstones and the Upper 
Keuper Marls. But at the base of the Waterstones there often 
occurs a thin bed or bods of conglomerate resting on the eroded 
surface or in hollows of the Pebble Beds ; below this conglomerate, 
and lying in hollows in the Bunter, has been found a coarse 
white sand, much resembling the white Keuper building-stone of 
Cheshire if pounded.”^ It is stated that the break between the 
Bunter and Keuper is complete, but Mr. Shipman observes that 
the Waterstones are seen overlapping the white sandstone on either 
side and resting on the Bunter, and remarks that “ The White 
Sandstone at Nottingham had evidently suffered some amount of 
denudation before the Brown Sandstone and the Bed Clay of the 
‘ Waterstones ’ were deposited over it.” Two outliers of Waterstones 
also, according to Mr. Aveline, rest on the Pebble Beds in Beeston 
Field. Therefore, whether the Keuper Basement Beds of Cheshire 
are represented or not, it is certain that there is £is strong a line at 
the base of the Waterstones here as in Cheshire, with the additions 
of a well-marked overlap, and an apparent local unconformity. 

At Alton, in Staffordshire, according to Mr. Shipman, “ there is a 
still more decided break (than at Helsby Hill, in Cheshire), indicated 
by a sudden change in the character of the sediment laid down. 
The upper surface of the Basement Beds there shows no sign of 
having been eroded, but the ‘ Waterstones ’ are represented by sandy 
Marls, with sometimes a solitary seam of brown sandstone near the 
bottom — a marked contrast to the compact coarse pink or white 
sandstone that forms the base there.”* This locality is important 

* See also J. Shipman, “ Conglomerate at the Base of the Lower Keuper,” Geol. 
Mag. 1877, p. 497, and E. Wilson and J. Shipman, ” On the Occurrence of the 
Keuper Basement Beds in the Neighbourhood of Nottingham,” Geol. Mag. 1879, 
p. 632. * Nottingham Naturalists’ Society, Aimual Keport for 1880. 
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as occurring about midway between the areas in Cheshire and near 
Nottingham, where the sequence has been clearly made out. 

This line therefore appears to be persistent over a large area, and 
to form a strong separation of the Waterstones from the Keuper 
Basement Beds, even in localities where it was formerly supposed 
that there was a perfect passage between the two. While surveying 
in Cheshire, I found that in consequence of the prevalence of shales 
in the Waterstones in certain districts, they were included in the 
Keuper Marls, while close by they were mapped as Lower Keuper 
Sandstone, in consequence of the exposure of sandy beds in them. 
The upper boundary of the Lower Keuper Sandstone therefore did 
not follow one horizon, but was taken across the strike of as much 
as 200 feet of strata. In consequence of this, it was supposed that 
there was a perfect passage between the Waterstones and the Base- 
ment Beds in those localities where it is now known that a sharp 
line of separation exists. 

At this horizon, moreover, the jirincipal overlap in the Trias takes 
place, for while the Bunter and the Keuper Basement Beds, which 
are confined approximately to the same limits, thin out along a line 
drawn from north-east to south-west through Leicestershire (Triassic 
Memoir, p. 60), the Waterstones, wilh the allied Marls, run be^^ond 
this limit so as to rest directly on PalsDozoic rocks, the base of the 
Waterstones becoming in such cases conglomeratic. A similar 
overlap of the Marls has been noticed in Devonshire by Mr. Usslier, 
who considers that at this period for the first time a connexion 
was established between the Triassic waters of Devonshire and the 
Midland Counties.^ 

At this period also the change in the physical gcogra])hy of the 
region commenced, which led to the formation of the Bed Marls 
with their associated beds of rock-salt and gypsum. The appearance 
of the casts of salt-crystals for the first time in the Waterstones, 
taken in connexion with the uniformly even-bedding, lamination 
and loamy texture of these beds, points to their having been laid 
down under conditions totally different from those which produced 
the sands and conglomerates of the Bunter, and of the Lower 
Keuper Sandstone. During the period of the Bunter shifting 
currents must have prevailed, sweeping along from the north (as 
shown by Prof. Hull) between the hills of Derbyshire and of Wales 
large quantities of sand and gravelly sediment. The same or 
similar currents prevailed during the deposition of the Lower 
Keuper Sandstone, which is not only lithologically similar to the 
Bunter, but follows it also in its geographical range and development. 
But after this period, the free circulation of currents ceased, for all 
the succeeding beds show clear evidence of having been deposited 
in tranquil water, while the pseudomorphs of rock-salt prove that 
this water occupied a land-locked basin, in which concentration of 
brine was taking place. These conditions, appearing for the first 
time at the base of the Waterstones, prevailed without intermission 
until the close of tile period of the Red Marls. 

' Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. Aug. 1878. 
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Tn the earlier works on the Trias of Cheshire, the base of the 
Kenper was placed at this horizon, namely, at the base of the Water- 
stones, the Keuper Basement Beds being classed with the Bunter 
(see papers by Mr. Ormerod and others;. This classification was 
changed in 1852 and the following years by Prof. Hull, for reasons 
which he gives in full in his Memoir on the Triassic and Permian 
Rocks of the Midland Counties, p. 9. These reasons, stated briefly, 
are the absence of any sign of a break in the sequence from the 
Lower Keuper Sandstone up into the Red Marls, but an apparent 
unconformity between the Lower Keuper Sandstone and the under- 
lying beds. 

It seems then that if the separation between the Lower Keuper 
Sandstone and the Waterstones is as well marked in other districts 
as in those which have been at present re-examined, the former 
of these reasons for dissociating the Lower Keuper Sandstone 
from the Bunter will be done awa^*^ with, for in those localities 
which have been described above, though there is no unconform- 
ability, there is no passage from this rock up into the overlying 
Waterstones. 

With regard to the second reason, namely, the break at the base 
of the Lower Keuper Sandstone, it is necessary to avoid over- 
estimating the value of the evidence brought forward in its favour. 

It was believed that the Bunter had been upheaved and sufiered 
great denudation before the deposition of the Keuper and that the 
discordance in the dips produced by these pre-Keuper movements 
was actually visible in a section at Ormskirk (Triassic Memoir, 
p. 87). But on examining the section, I came to the conclusion 
that there was no discordance in the dips of the two rocks, and that 
certain beds in tlie Bunter which rise up to and end off against tlie 
base of the Keuper, were only a portion of the current-bedding of 
tlie former rock, and did not represent its true dip. More striking 
instances of the cutting off of current-bedding planes may be seen 
at the junction of the Waterstones and Frodsham Beds (figured in 
the Memoirs on Prescot and Chester). 

Further evidence of the denudation of the Bunter is sought in the 
fact that the Lower Keuper rests on beds of different colour in 
Cheshire and Lancashire. For instance, on p. 85 of the Memoir, it 
is stated that in the southern part of Liverpool “ the Keuper 
Conglomerate is found resting on red sandstone, which, as may be 
seen at the Red Noses on the sea-coast at New Brighton, underlies 
a considerable series of yelloio sandstone of the Upper Bunter ; the 
whole of which has in this instance been denuded away before the 
Keuper period,” and again in the Geology of Wigan, p. 32, ^‘the 
yellow beds are between 200 and 300 feet in thickness, and therefore 
when we find in any special locality the Lower Keuper Sandstone 
resting upon the red beds, we are driven to conclude that the whole 
of this 200 or 300 feet of strata have been denuded away in that 
place.” But I have previously shown how rapidly the Upper 
Mottled Sandstone and other subdivisions of the Trias vary in colour. 
This evidence of denudation, resting on the identification of horizons 
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in the Upper Mottled Sandstone by colour, cannot therefore be 
considered of much value. 

Nor again can the appearances of erosion at the base of the Lower 
Keuper Sandstone be accepted as evidence of the unconformity 
between the Bunter and Keuper. Not only are these appearances 
reproduced at the base of every bed of conglomeratic sandstone in 
the Lower Keuper, but they are equally strong at the base of the 
Pebble Beds in the Bunter (Triassic Memoir, pp. 35, 36, etc.), while 
they occur also in the Upper Mottled Sandstone itself. The Frodsham 
Beds, and soft partings in the Lower Keuper Sandstone, are exactly 
similar to the Upper and Lower Mottled Sandstones of the Bunter, 
and the conglomerate beds of the two subdivisions are so alike as 
to have been wrongly identified in some cases in the first survey of 
the district. There is therefore a striking similarity between the 
various horizons at which signs of erosion appear, and there is no 
evidence in this district that the erosion was greater at the base 
of the Lower Keuper Sandstone than at any one of the other 
horizons. These phenomena are not evidences of unconformity, but 
like the current bedding by which the wliole of the Lower Keuper 
and Bunter are traversed, indicate the action of currents varying in 
strength and possibly in direction, an increase of strength causing 
sand already deposited to be partially removed, and coarser sediment 
to be laid down in its place. 

It has been already stated that the Lower Keuper Sandstone has 
approximately the same geographical distribution as the Bunter. 
From what has been said of the neighbourhood of Nottingham, it 
will have been seen that the Lower Keuper Sandstone is on the 
point of thinning out, though the Waterstones are well developed. 
The same fact is observable in proceeding southwards from Cheshire 
to those districts, where the Bunter thins out as described by Prof. 
Hull, and though it is not possible to give the exact range of the 
Lower Keuper Sandstone, until the separation of the Waterstones 
has been completely carried out, yet it may now be stated that over 
a large area, where Lower Keuper Sandstone is represented on the 
maps, the Waterstones only are present, without any equivalent of 
the Basement Beds of Cheshire. In the event of the sharp division 
of the Waterstones from the Basement Beds being found to hold 
good over the whole area, and taking into consideration the strong 
lithological resemblance of the Lower Keuper Sandstone to the 
Bunter, and the similarity of its distribution, it will have to be 
reconsidered whether the break at the base of the Lower Keuper 
Sandstone has not been greatly overestimated, and whether the base 
of the Waterstones does not constitute a more important strati- 
graphical horizon in the Trias. 

The fossil evidence, so far as it goes, points to an association of 
the Keuper Basement Beds with the Waterstones, for the Cheiro- 
therium footprints are equally well known in both, but this evidence, 
depending, as it does, on a want of knowledge of the fossil contents 
of the Bunter, is of a purely negative character. Leaving for the 
present the difficult question of the correlation of these beds with 
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the foreign deposits, and the vague speculation as to the horizon of 
the Muschelkalk, it would seem advisable to distinguish the Water- 
stones for the future, reserving the term Lower Keuper Sandstone 
for the sandstones and conglomerates, as typically developed in 
Cheshire. 

III. — The Cause of the Mammoth’s Extinction. 

By Henry H. Howorth, F.S.A. 

I N a previous paper we showed that the extinction of the Mammoth 
was sudden, and was accompanied by a sudden change of climate 
throughout Northern Siberia, which enabled its soft parts to be pre- 
served intact. We did not mean that the change of climate was the 
cause of the Mammoth’s extinction. This it clearly was not, for 
this change on a large and marked scale was apparently confined to 
Siberia, while the Mammoth disappeared from a much wider area, 
where this climatic revolution could not have been so fatal. A 
sudden change of climate could not account for a catena of Mam- 
moth carcases found hurled several feet underground from the Obi to 
Behrings Straits. If they had been killed by the cold merely, their 
bodies would have lain on tlie surface where they fell and become 
long ago the prey of the predatory'^ animals. Nor again can we, with 
such a postulate merely, account for the remains occurring in many 
cases in hecatombs, and in many cases also with a mixture of various 
species of animals. The cold would hardly have destroyed the bears 
and hyaenas which are found linked in a common fate with the 
Mammoths and Khinoceroses. Nor, as we shall see, would a mere 
change of climate, however severe, account for other factors in the 
problem. The change of climate accounts perfectly for the preserva- 
tion of the carcases, which preservation again necessitates the con- 
clusion that that change was a sudden or very rapid one ; but we 
have clearly still to seek the real cause of the disappearance of the 
animals of which the change of climate was a concurrent effect. 

In addressing ourselves to this problem, we would again begin by 
insisting upon the necessity for putting aside d priori prejudice, 
founded upon current geological theories. We had occasion to 
argue in a previous paper that the doctrine of Uniformity, which has 
done more than yeoman’s service in clearing geological reasoning 
from a great many immature and d priori hypotheses, has been 
pressed in England to a degree far beyond what students in America 
or the Continent deem justified by the facts. In former days, when 
a deus ex machina was summoned to explain every slight difficulty, 
and a cataclysm suggested as the ready cause of every change in 
the Earth’s crust, it was necessary that some one with vigour and 
energy should point out that the best and most fruitful way to study 
the past history of the globe was not to have recourse to cataclysm, 
at every turn, but to learn how changes were being effected now, 
and to base our induction upon such a study. This was most neces- 
sary ; but it was inevitable that this course of reasoning should in 
turn become exaggerated, until we find it gravely asserted that the 
pinnacled mountains of the Sierra Nevada in Spain, the Caiione of 



404 H. H. Hotrorih— Cause of the Extinction of the Mammoth. 


SniF i °{ Norway, tie boulders (l,at oversprend 

Fwland and Sweden in such profusion and of such magnitude, et fd 

J d%)ec, ttat are at present at work upon the earth. A view 
which IS entire y repudiated by the more judicial autl.orities beyond 

Lyeffirieha*^ obligations to 

lu*® ^“*ir 7‘e'^s which have been pressed fanatically 

scientific grounds that they not only cause 
wmnee to stiffen her upper lip, but that they react in a inisJhievous 
way by making scientific men shrink from, if they do not repudiate 
perfectly le^timate modes of argument, and classes of evidence 
which have been perverted to merely polemical purposes. Because 
the universal deluge was once insisted upon by the partisans of 
peology, and was as stoutly opposed by science as being utterly at 
issue With the evidence, therefore any form of diluvial movement 
on a large scale, in comparatively recent times, aroused the suspicion 
and antagonism of those who were afraid the cloven hoof might at 
any moment be thrust forward. 

Again, because theology quoted as infallible, certain documents 
containing early traditions of the Semitic race, and endeavoured to 
parry the conclusions of logic by an appeal to what transcends logic, 
therefore it became the fashion to treat this kind of evidence as 


entirely illegitimate, to evade conclusions derived from the fact 
that, in widely separated areas, a common tradition of a common 
catastrophe of some kind had survived the disintegrating influences 
of time, and to argue as if this was utterly worthless evidence, and 
to be thrust aside entirely in favour of empirical testimony. As a 
good friend of mine, well known to your readers, said to me, ** If I 
cleave a boulder and find a fish with every detail preserved in its 
midst, I call that evidence.’' The other, he strongly implied, is mere 
dreaming. It is time a more judicial attitude was adopted towards 
this kind of evidence, and we purpose quoting it in what follows. 
Let us, however, to our task. What then was the proximal cause 
of the Extinction of the Mammoth ? The first piece of evidence we 
shall quote is of a singularly direct kind, and we owe it to the 
ingenious and experienced skill of Professor Brandt. His observa- 
tions are so interesting and important that they should be quoted in 
the original words. He says : “ Bei der genauen Untersuchung des 
Kopfes des Bhinoceros iiclt. vom Wilui war femer aufiallend, dass 
die aufgefundenen Blutgefiisse, die aus seinem innern genommen 
wurden, bis zu den Capillargefiissen mit brauner Masse (Blut- 
gerinnsel) augefiillt erschienen, die an manchen Stellen noch die 
rothe Blutfarbe zeigte. Ich konnte bei der Wahmehmung der so 
stark mit Resten der Blutkugelchen angefiillten Kopfgefasse den 
Gedanken nioht unterdriicken, das das Individuum, dem sie angebdr- 
ten durch die vermuthlioh wahrend des Erstiufens entstandene 


Asphyxie sein Lebensende gefunden haben diirfte" (Proceedings of 
the Berlin Academy, 1846, page 223). 

These very interesting observations of a most careful and com- 
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petent observer, that the Khinoceros of the Vilui caiae by its end 
by being suffocated or drowned in mud, is a good introduction to the 
chain of evidence pointing the same moral which I shall presently 
cite. Brandt, in the paper just quoted, tells us that, in conjunction 
with Hedenstrom, he made a careful microscopic examination of the 
earth which was attached to these Rhinoceros remains, and found 
them to consist of two kinds, the most important being mould con- 
taining vegetable fragments, and which he took for remains of 
fresh- water plants, and the soil as a fresh-water deposit. The other 
kind consisted of a blue-grey iron sand {id. 224). 

Brandt quotes this discovery of vegetable debris in the soil at- 
tached to the head of the Rhinoceros in proof of his position, which 
he argues for elsewhere, and which has been a favourite one with 
some English geologists, that the Mammoths, etc., were suffocated 
in the river mud which eventually covered them up entirely. To 
this theory, however, there is more than one fatal objection. In the 
first place, as we have seen, the large majority of the remains are 
not found in the river-beds, but in the high hillocks of the tundra, 
out of reach of the rivers. Again, Brandt’s reasoning, that the bodies 
were covered by successive deposits of the river mud, is inconsistent 
with their perfect preservation, which necessitates their having been 
engulphed at once and for ever. Lastly, and most important of 
ail, there is no mud brought down by the rivers in which they 
could sink in this way. Schmidt, an excellent geologist, who 
especially addressed himself to this point, says expressly : “ Die 
Nordischen Fliisse werfen keine grossen Mengen von Schlamm aus ; 
die diinnen Schlammschichten, die nach dem Fruhlingshochwasser 
auf den Niederungen am Flussufer zuriickbleiben, kdnnen kein 
Maminuth versinken lassen ” (Bulletin St. Petersburgh Academ^^j 

Since writing the former papers of this series, I have read L. voii 
Sohrenck’s most interesting memoir on the discovery of a carcase 
of the Bhinoceros Merckii (the Rhinoceros leptorhinus of western 
authors) in Siberia. A few words about this discovery will not be 
out of place here. This carcase was found in 1877, and was first 
described in an article by M. Czersky, in the Memoirs of the East 
Siberian branch of the Imperial Bureau of the Geographical Society, 
who mentioned the arrival of the head at Irkutsk, and assigned 
the ordinary Siberian Rhinoceros, the Rhinoceros tichorhinus. The 
body was discovered on the river Balantai or Butantai, as Schrenck 
would read the name, a feeder of the Yana, about 200 versts to the 
north of Werkhoyansk. This district is perhaps the very coldest m 
all Siberia. The head and one foot of the Rhinoceros were cut off 
and sent to Irkutsk by a merchant named Gorokhof, while we are 
told the body was washed away by the river and lost. The head 
was eventually sent on to Moscow, and has been described in detei I 
by Schrenck in a paper read on the 17th of December, 18 <9, betore 
the Imperial Academy, and published in the 17th volume of its 
Memoirs, with most interesting photographs of the head in qu^tion, 
and of that from the river Vilui long ago described by Pallas. 
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It is no part of the present paper to refer to the elaborate criticism 
by which Schrenck fixes the specific character of the animal, nor 
yet to discuss bis somewhat fantastic notion that it and its com- 
panions came by their end by being suffocated in snow-drifts, a view 
which cannot be reconciled with the many facts mentioned in these 
papers. One passage in the memoir is, however, of singular interest 
to us, and may be quoted in conjunction with that already cited 
from Brandt. Speaking of the nostrils, Schrenck says : ** Die 

Nasenldcher an demselben sind weit geoffiiet und ueber dem 
unbeschadigten rechten zieht sich eine wohl dam it zusammenhiing- 
ende Keihe horizon taler Falten hin. Auch der Mund steht zum Theil 
offen. Man mochte daraus schliessen, dass das Thier durch Erstick- 
iing verendete und zuvor noch durch Aufreissen der Nasenldcher dem 
Tode zu entgehen suchte ” (op. cit, pp. 48-49). 

This sentence confirms the statement of Brandt, and wo may take 
it that the Rhinoceros in each case was suffocated or drowned. The 
postulate about the snow-drift may be set aside as quite untenable. 
It necessitates not only that the snow-drift should have existed at 
the time when the Rhinoceros lived in Siberia, but have remained 
intact with its contents ever since ; but, as we know from many 
other cases, these carcases are not found in frozen snow or ice above 
the level of the ground, but in frozen earth, and buried several 
feet below it. Postulating then that the great Mammals were 
destroj’ed in some violent way implying suffocation or drowning, 
let us proceed. 

A theory of their destruction, which has been urged by some 
writers, has many adherents. It is that the animals sank in boggy 
ground, and were thus overwhelmed ; but this also, as in the case 
of the theory about the river mud, is incompatible with the evidence. 
They are not generally found in boggy ground, nor in ground that 
could ever have been boggy, but in layers of clay and sand raised 
in conspicuous hillocks above the surrounding tundras. As is our 
wont, we have tried to exhaust the various possibilities of the 
situation, and it seems to us there is only one alternative left. If 
the animals died suddenly by drowning, and there was a sudden 
change of climate immediately afterwards, it seems to follow that 
they came by their end by some catastrophe by which they were 
swept away together with the sand and clay in which they are now 
enveloped, and that this catastrophe, as the older writers urged, was 
in the nature of a wide-spread flood of water, which covered the 
carcases immediately with a thick layer of deposit, and buried 
them out of the reach of the weather and other vicissitudes. This 
accounts, as no other theory does, for the remains occurring so 
abundantly in the high ground forming the water-shed between the 
various rivers that flow northwards. It accounts also for their 
sometimes being found intact, and sometimes disintegrated. It 
accounts again, as no other theory does, for the discovery of con- 
siderable quantities of drifted branches of trees in close neighbour- 
hood with the examples of the Mammoth found by Middendorf on 
the Taimyr — that discovered in digging the canal at Bromberg, 
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which I described in a previous paper, where the skeleton was 
found among a number of trunks of birch trees, ‘‘ Sceleton in sylva 
prostrata inventum esse, et quidem inter arbores,” as Brandt describes 
it, and accounts also for the peculiar contorted attitude of one of 
the two skeletons discovered at Torma, and described by Cuvier as 
being in a cramped and curved position, occupying a space twenty 
feet in length, with its hind feet near its tusks (Oss. Foss. vol. ii. 
p. 85). 

We take it further that, if we are to interpret the past rigidly by 
the present, and invoke only such causes as operate now, it will 
be difficult to account for the immense deposits of bones which occur 
together. Travellers who have visited the ordinary haunts of the 
Elephant and Rhinoceros have frequently remarked on the extra- 
ordinary scarcity of their bones and other remains. When old and 
worn out, they apparently seek out the recesses of the forest and 
retire there to die. Here, on the contrary’, we have remains of whole 
herds together ; the bones equally preserved, the ivory equally fresh, 
and pointing to but one conclusion, that they perished in herds where 
they are found, and perished by some overwhelming cataclysm. The 
fact of so many of the remains being found in high ground seems to 
show that this high ground was a place of refuge where the beasts 
congregated in the presence of some common danger, such as a 
general inundation which threatened to annihilate them. In this 
way also we can best account for the heterogeneous character of the 
collections of bones. Mammoth and Rhinoceros, Bison and Bos 
Primigenius, Musk Sheep and Stag, etc., animals that do not 
naturally herd together, which cannot be supposed to have visited 
one particular bog at one time in their usual course of life to be 
engulphed, and would not perish from such a cause in vast herds of 
many hundreds together, as they must have done in New Siberia, on 
the Obi, at Canstadt, etc. It has been suggested that this mixture 
of species is to be explained on the theory that where it occurs there 
was once a crossing place or ford across a river, where it is natural 
that accidents on a large scale should happen, but this will not 
apply at all to Siberia, where so many of the deposits are not found 
near rivers, and where the main deposits, such as those of New 
Siberia and the adjacent islands, are not only 150 miles distant from 
the mainland, but out of the way of any river current. It seems 
clear to me that this gathering together of the varied fauna of the 
district is paralleled by the great floods which occur occasionally in 
the tropics, where we find the tiger and his victims, all collected 
together on some dry place reduced to a common condition of timidity 
and helplessness by some flood which has overwhelmed the flat 
country. 

Whichever way, in fact, we view the problem as a zoological one, 
we are forced to the same conclusion, namely, that the Mammoth 
perished by a sudden cataclysm, in which he was overwhelmed by 
a wide-spread inundation. Let us now turn to the geological 
evidence proper. Limiting ourselves at present to Siberia, where, 
as we have seen, the problem may be studied with fewer sopbisti- 
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eating surroundings, I will first quote Pallas, who, although his 
views are crude in some respects, was a first-rate observer, and one 
to whom Natural Science has hardly done sufficient homage. He, 
of course, postulates, as do his contemporaries, that the Khinoceros 
and Elephant lived in the south, and was carried north by violent 
means. His words, speaking of the Khinoceros of the river Vilui, 
are : “ Itaque tantum hoc videtur stupendum quomodo Khinocerotis 
in Australionibus terris Asiae nati cadaver integrum tanta vehemen- 
tia atque celeiitate per tot mille stadia in arcticas terras transvectum, 
ibique arena obrutum et conglaciatum fuerit, ut putrefactione partes 
molles interea non diffluxerint. Itaque catastrophes tremendaet 
integrique forte Pelagi Asiam ah Austro ad Bor earn violeniissime 
transfluentis argumentum probet Bhinocerotisf etc. (Nov. Comm. St. 
Peter. Acad., 1773, vol. xvii. p. 594). Again, “ Si recensitis hucusque 
observationibus addas magnam copiara ossium Elephanti aliaque 
exotica crania a Samojedis colligi venumque Beresovam adportari e 
planitie, quam colunt, vastissima, sylvis denudata, Sibiriaque 
borealem oram usque in latitudinem sexaginta octo circiter graduum 
constituentis hanc ipsam vero planitiem monumenta plurima inuudantis 
Pelagi servare . . . Turn quidem fateor, contra opiniones in hao 
re caeteras omnes maxime verosimile videri ossa subterranea quadru- 
pedum in Australibus terris natorum que nunc per borealem Asiam 
sparsa jacent, reliquias esse cadaverum ex australi patria in arcticas 
usque plagas abreptorum et gravissima forte oUm glohi terraquei 
catastrophe suhmersorim, Eamque non solum vere exstifisse sed etiarn 
nolentissimarn atque suhitaneam fuisse novo atque inaudito argumento 
prohabile reddam ” {id, pp. 584-5). 

We will now turn to Erman, a first-rate observer, who has the 
following remarks : The ground at Yakutsk . . . consists, to the 
depth of at least 100 feet, of strata of loam, pure sand, and magnetic 
sand. They have been deposited from waters which at one timcy and 
it may be presumed suddenly, overflowed the whole country as far as the 
Polar Sea. In these deepest strata are found twigs, rocks, and 
leaves of trees of the birch and willow kinds ; and even the most 
unbiassed observers would at once explain this condition of the 
soil by comparing it to the annual formation of new banks and 
islands by the floods of the Lena at the present time ; for these 
consist of similar muddy deposits and the spoils of willow banks, 
but they lie about 110 feet higher than the ground which was 
covered by those ancient floods. Everywhere throughout these 
immense alluvial deposits are now lying the bones of antediluvian 
quadrupeds along with vegetable remains” {op, cit, ii. 378). After the 
passage about the hoards of birch trees under the tundras and in 
New Siberia, which I quoted in a previous paper (Geol. Mag., 
Decade II. Vol. YII. pp. 559-560), Erman goes on to say : 
‘‘ It is only in the lower strata of the New Siberian wood-hills that 
the trunks have that position which they would assume in swimming 
or sinking undisturbed. On the summit of the hills they lie flung 
upon one another in the wildest disorder, forced upright in spite of 
gravitation, and with their tops broken off or crushed as if they had 
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been thrown with great violence from the south on a bank, and 
there heaped up. Now a smooth sea covering the tops of these 
hills on the islands, would, even with the present form of the 
interjacent ground, extend to Yakutsk, which is but 270 feet above 
the sea. But before the latest deposits of mud and sand had settled 
down, and had raised the ground more than 100 feet, the surface of 
such a sea as we have supposed would have reached much further 
up, even to the cliffs in the valley of the Lena. 8o it is clear that 
at the time when the elephants and trunks of trees were heaped up 
together, one flood extended from the centre of the continent to the 
furthest harrier existing in the sea as it now is. That flood may have 
poured down from the high mountains through the rocky valleys, 
The animals and trees which it carried off from above could sink but 
slowly in the muddy and rapid waves, but must have been thrown 
upon the older parts of Kotelnoi and New Siberia in the greatest 
number and with the greatest force, because these islands opposed 
the last bar to the diffusion of the waters” (op. cit. ii. pp. 379-380). 
Let us now turn to Murchison and his companions, who wrote the 
famous work on the Geology of the Urals. 

In explaining the mode of occurrence of the Mammoth remains in 
the Urals, after postulating the former existence of lakes where the 
auriferous and Mammoth detritus now is, they say, ‘‘ Granting these 
premises, all the relations of tbo Uralian Mammoth alluvia may, it 
appears to us, be rationally ex]>lained; for in some of the most violent 
movements of elevation, lohich gave rise to the present central water- 
shed, we may readily conceive how, their harrier being broken down, 
these lacustrine waters were poured off, and how their shingly bottoms 
and shores, already containing bones of Mammoths, were desiccated and 
raised up into the irregular mounds which now constitute the auriferous 

alluvia In some cases, however, the denuding and abrading 

power of waters, produced both by the bursting of lakes, and the 
change in the direction of the currents, must have been considerable, 
for such alone would account for several of the appearances we have 
spoken of,* and the transport of large blocks and enormous pepites 
of gold into broad lateral depressions ” (op. cit. pp. 492-3). 

Again, a former terrestrial surface, on which the great quadrupeds 
lived for ages, and the rupture and desiccation of adjacent lakes, 
coincident with some of the last elevations of the chain, will, we are 
convinced, best explain the condition in which the remains of the 
Mammoths are left buried on the edges of the uplifted ridges of the 
Ural, as well as in the low lands and great estuaries furthest 
removed from them. In the depressions at the very foot of the 
chain, the Mammoth skeletons are broken up, and their bones, 
together with those of Bhinoceros tichorhinus and Bos urus, are 
rudely commingled in the coarse shingle derived from the mountains, 
or in the clay above it. In proportion, however, as we advance 
into the plains of Siberia, or descend into the valley of the Tobol 
and the Obi or their aflSuents, these bones increase in quantity, and 
are at the same time in much better conservation ” (id. 494). 

“ The single fact of the very wide diffusion of Mammoth bones over 
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the surface of such enormous regions of the earth would in itself 
lead us to believe, that those creatures had really been long inhabit- 
ants of such countries, living and dying there for ages, while their 
final destruction may have resxdted from aqueous debacles dependent 
on oscillations of the land, the elevation of ridges, and the formation of 
much local detritus"' (Russia and the Ural Mountains, vol. i. p. 495). 
Speaking of the herds of Mammoths that must have lived in the 
Northern Urals, the same writers say : “ Such might we add, have 
been the position and condition of some of these creatures at the 
periods when, as we have imagined, the highest ridges of the 
Ural were thrown up, followed by the rupture of many lakes, and 
the consequent inundation of large tracts of the flat country, previoxisly 
frequented by these great herbivorous animals ” (id. 498). 

This completes our survey of the Siberian evidence, and I take it 
that not only is it everywhere consistent with the conclusion of 
this paper, namely, that the Mammoth was finally extinguished by 
a sudden catastrophe, involving a great diluvial movement over all 
Northern Asia, and accompanied 63 ^ an equally sudden and violent 
change of climate, but that it is consistent with no other conclusion. 
We are now in a position to follow up the problem as it presents 
itself in Europe, where, as we said, many subsidiary difficulties 
make the discussion of the main question a complicated one. It is 
clear that these difficulties must be frankly faced if our theory is to 
remain good, and I propose to examine them in another pa])er, 
where I hope to show that, in Europe as in Siberia, the evidence 
points overwhelmingly to the same conclusion. 


IV. — The Ashburton Limestone: its Age and Relations. 

By A. Champernowne, M.A., F.G.S. 

I T has been for some time a matter of surprise to me that 
Dr. Holl, in his exhaustive memoir “ On the Rocks of S. Devon 
and East Cornwall,” — after once raising the question ‘‘whether the 
limestones ” (those of our present subject) “ might or might not be 
the same as those of Ogwell, Ipplepen, and Dartington thrown over 
a broad anticlinal axis of the lower slates to the North-West,”^ — 
should have ceased following out that line of thought to what 
appears to me the only possible issue, since he thoroughly recog- 
nized the existence of uniclinal structures in parts of the district. 

It may be as well to say at once that I do not believe these 
limestones to be on a lower horizon than those of Ogwell, Ipplepen, 
and Dartington, all appearances to the contrary notwithstanding ; 
and I will proceed to give a summary^ of my reasons for holding so 
j)ronounced an opinion, to which, let me add, I have always more 
or less inclined. 

That the direct evidence is, as Dr. Holl says, against it, I grant ; 
yet not entirely ” so, for, as he himself admits, ** palaBontological 
records would not altogether discountenance it.”* This, as far as 

1 Q.J.G.S. 1868, p. 442. 2 U. p. 443. 
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it goes, is certainly direct evidence, but we shall see that there 
is abundant indirect evidence, tending to show that they are one 
and the same. 

Mr. Godwin-Austen did not, as far as I am aware, ever hint at 
these limestones having a uniolinal structure, but I am not familiar 
with his earlier papers, though quite so with that in the Trans. Geol. 
Soc. 2nd series, vol. vi. In the latter the Ashburton limestone is 
distinctly referred to as a “ lower limestone.” ‘ 

As regards the lithological varieties to be met with in this range 
of limestones, we need not dwell at any length. Suffice it to say 
that it is usually well-bedded and dark-coloured ; occasionally 
dolomitized but not extensively so, like the Dainton mass and 
others which are crystalline and run into light colours ; but that in 
other respects it may be paralleled with almost any of the limestones 
of South-East Devon or Plymouth. Moreover, it is quite possible 
that the highest beds, wliich at Dartington and elsewhere are the 
dolomitized portions, may be seldom seen, that is, of course, provided 
tlie uni-synclinal folding can be proved. But be this as it may, 
dolomitization is always very impersistent, and the causes of its 
phenomena still very enigmatical. 

We now come to the fossils ; the collector will be sadly dis- 
appointed in these limestones. I know of no spot where fossils can 
be extracted from the matrix, but the records can be fairly well read 
in the polished slabs of Ashburton marble, on the large sawn blocks 
in the quarry. Large Stromatoporoe of the same kind as those which 
characterize the Ogwell, Dartington, etc., limestones, are very abun- 
dant, two may be cited — one of loosely reticulated and open structure 
(query, not named or var. of S. polymorplia, Goldf.) — another of 
remarkably fine structure, which, with my kind friend Dr. Carter, I 
regard as belonging to the same section, or identical with S. typica, 
Rosen, the concentric layers having the form of rhombs, triangles 
and pentagons,”* thus simulating, though lacking the geometrical 
constancy of the Hexactinellidoe, 

Interspersed with these we frequently observe fragmentary sections 
of String ocepJialus, shells which, whether from the large septum 
projecting from the concave side, or from the punctate shell- 
structure, are not readily mistaken. Other Brachiopod sections, 
with strim, betoken Uncites. Some portions of beds are full of 
Gasteropoda, among which the outlines of Murchisonia can be de- 
tected. Others again are made up wholly of the so-called Caunopora 
ramosa, Phillips, which is also common in the Lemon Valley S.W. 
of Bickington, as well as in the Ogwell and Bishopsteignton beds. 
It abounds also in the Westphalian limestone, and at Paffrath. Am- 
plexus tortuosus, Phillips, simple Cyathophylla, apparently few as to 
species, Cystiphyllum vesiculosum, Goldf., Favosites (sp.), AuJopora 
repens, Goldf., can all be observed, and probably other forms might 
be added to this small but significant list, which links the Ashburton 
limestone with that of Schwelm, Elberfeld, etc. 

1 See also De la Beche, Geol. Report, p. 69. 

* Rosen, “ Ueber die Natur der Stromatoporen,” p, 17 and woodcut. 
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The Chudleigh limestone has been classed as a lower limestone 
together with the Ashburton band by Mr. Godwin-Ansten, and 
indeed looking at their strike on the map, no one would reasonably 
doubt their belonging to the same run of beds, both being more or 
less closely skirted along their North-West side by a downcast area 
of Culm-measures.^ 

The Chudleigh band is, to say the least, closely connected by its 
fossils with that of Ogwell. In addition to the rich Gasteropod 
fauna of Lower Uppercot and Kerswell quarries (of which a list 
was given in Mr. Eeid’s paper, Geol. Mag. 1877, p. 455), Mr. Vicary, 
r.G.S., has shown me in his splendid collection two specimens of 
Uncites gryphus, Defr., and two or three perfect valves of, I believe, 
Megalodon carinaium, Schlottheim. 

But if any doubt lately existed as to whether the Chudleigh band 
is identical with the Ogwell beds, or lower, we may regard it as now 
set at rest. Prof. Roemer (Geol. Mag. 1880) assures us that the 
thin red limestone beds of Lower Dimscombe, near Chudleigh, 
abounding in Cephalopoda, are the Gon. intmnescens stage, having the 
same relations as in Germany, namely, at the summit of the Eifler- 
kalk, which accordingly must be repres('nted by the Chudleigh, no 
less than by the Ogwell beds.^ But the Chudleigh band is admitted 
to be the continuation of the Ashburton band, therefore we must 
logically concede the same identity between the Ogwell and Ash- 
burton beds. 

But why need we feel staggered at the uniclinal structure in- 
volved in this identification, merely because, in two or three 
instances, the angle of inversion is so great that the beds lie at 
20^ or even 15^^ to the horizon, as mentioned by Dr. IIoll ? This 
folding is in fact but the natural continuation, with partial flatten - 
ing of the axes and widening of the area, of a great series of 
folds which Y)ass North of the Plymouth limestone and round the 
granite by Ivy bridge and Ugborough with some vertical dips, as 
clearly shown by Dr. Holl’s section.* 

In the large quarry at Dean the dip is 35° towards E. 5° N. Near 
Bucklastleigh some dips of 20° or under occur, and once more at 
Chewley, S. of Ashburton. Beyond this towards the North-East the 
dips again become high. From the town to Goodstone they are 
nowhere under 45°, along inverted margin. The line as laid down by 
Dela Beche needs but the most trifling alteration. Just a mile N.E. 
of the town, along the road that follows the boundary, two adjoining 
quarries show a steady dip of 50° S.E., and if from this point we 
cross the outcrop (one field to the turnpike road), on the other side 
we come first upon a disused quarry, beds dipping 30°, and then the 
great Ashburton marble quarry, where the dip is steady at 25° S.E., 
half the first angle. It seems the most reasonable inference that these 
planes meet at no great depth ; in other words that the limestone is 
doubled upon itself. From the road on the inverted margin, 156 

' Vide paper by the author, Geol. Mag. 1880, last par. p. 361. 

2 The Goh. intumesccm stage is classed by the German geologists as the commence- 
ment of the Upper Devonian. » l,c. p. 438. 
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paces takes us to the furthest limestone face, which distance at 50° 
gives a thickness of more than 300 feet (354, if yards were paced, 
and I cannot estimate it at much less). Between this and the 
turnpike road, along the level ground, we must presume the axis of 
syncline passes. The Rew Mill fault, dying out at this point as 
shown by De la Beche, probably exercises little or no effect on the 
limestone dips. 

There are other interesting facts connected with these limestones, 
but none more so than the apparent gaps in its continuity. For 
instance, after the first railway cutting South of Ashburton station 
there is no limestone until we reach the Pridhamsleigh fault : it is 
abruptly lost for f of a mile. This is caused by an East and West 
fault passing Chewley and Summer Hill, and meeting the Pridhams- 
leigh fault at an angle of about 40°. These two heave the wedge 
of country between them and “throw out’* the limestone fold. The 
evidence is clear; for the mass of igneous rock constituting Pear 
Tree hill is shifted towards the East and laid open in the railway 
cutting (9th milepost from Totnes) dipping about 35° towards E. 
25° S., the intervening ground towards the station being low and 
swampy where the fault passes.^ The rocks immediately S.E. of the 
town appear identical with those on the N.W., the limestone being 
troughed in them. 

A similar gap occurs immediately S.W. of Buckfastleigh, between 
that place and the Dean limestone ; but, interesting as the structure 
is, j)resent space will not admit of an attempt to describe it, more 
than to say that the Dean band is evidently thrown down by a fault 
oil the north, which is metalliferous, having been once worked as an 
iron mine. 

In the country to the East and South-East of the whole belt, 
taking Woodland as a centre between the Dart and the Lemon, the 
igneous rocks, ash-beds and lavas, rather than the “ greenstones,” 
will help to unravel whatever may be obscure in the structure ; my 
maps already begin to foreshadow the appearance, but we must 
remember that, igneous rocks excepted, we have to deal with an 
almost purely argillaceous series, and that there is little at first 
sight to dispel the illusion of an ascending series from the Ashburton 
to the Ipplepen, etc., limestones. 

It is necessary however to point out that, at a certain distance from 
the South-east of the limestone band, there runs a belt of coloured 
slates, purple and greenish, which have an important bearing on the 
structure. They appear about a mile East of Buckfastleigh, very 
narrow at first, but beyond the Pridhamsleigh fault, in the upcast 
country about Penrecca slate quarry, are more striking ; they can be 
traced continuously towards the North-east, only affected by N.W. 
and S.E. faults which equally shift all the rocks, and they cuiwe 
round with the strike near Knighton and by Knowle Hill, reappear- 
ing on the opposite side of the Teign, where they are exposed in the 
railway cutting near Combe cellars. 

Intrusive rocks, individually of small extent, break out along their 
^ This shifted continuation of the Pear Tree rock is omitted on the map. 
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line, and for a short distance from the contact, the colour is gone 
from the slates. Instances of this can be seen conspicuously in a 
quarry at the Northern foot of Knowlehill near Newton Abbott, and 
again in the cutting near Combe cellars, where one or two small 
tongues a few feet thick appear isolated in the discoloured slates 
wbicli surround them. They are probably only branches from the 
great mass that runs up to Kowdon Cross. 

Thus we see that these coloured slates which run S.E. of the 
Ashburton limestone pass North of the Ogwell mass, and South of 
that of Bishopsteignton, throwing them off on opposite sides. They 
form the crest of a denuded and overturned anticlinal line, and 
clearly correspond with the coloured slates North of Plymouth, at 
Mutley, etc., to which district we must now turn our attention. 

The apparent thickness of slaty rocks North of Plymouth is 
enormous. An excellent paper“ On the Geology of Plymouth ” was 
written by Mr. Worth, F.G.S., for the Trans. Plymouth Institution, 
1875. In that paper (p. 9) he pointed out that three or four sub- 
parallel belts of coloured slates, separated by slates of the ordinary 
type, are doubtless only one group, rej^eated b^'^ folds, the same 
general dips to the south at high angles prevailing throughout, 
making the apparent thickness vastly greater than the actual. 
Having formerly stayed some months at Knackersknowle, I can 
testify to the truth of these statements. The folds, however, are 
certainly more numerous than in the corresponding South-East 
Devon area, and the purple slates, their axes less thrown over, 
rise in greater bulk. 

Dr. Holl has shown how, through a series of folds, the Liskeard 
and St. Cleer igneous rocks arc brought down to Saltash,^ and 
Mr. Worth has pointed out bow close the igneous bands come down 
to the outcrop of the limestone at Devonport so that one may now 
confidently predict that the so-called “ Liskeard and Ashburton 
group ” of Sedgwick and Murchison will resolve itself into a 
complicated series of folds of the “ Plymouth and Torquay group,” 
limestone becoming scarce North-west from Plymouth, or possibly 
not being brought in ” among the folds. But at any rate such 
fossils as occur in this direction, especially at Liskeard, have been 
shown by Dr. Holl to be of a Middle Devonian type ; ^ there is, in 
fact, no sign of a Lower Devonian or Coblentzian fauna or rock 
group in the neighbourhood of Liskeard, whatever the beds of the 
Looe river section, or those of Whitesand Bay, may be. 

In contrast to this let us compare, first, a small tract comprising 
strata known to be of Lower Devonian, age,* the Torquay Promontory, 
with, secondly, the slate rocks expanded West of the great lime- 
stones of Ipplepen, etc. In the former (saving some calcareous 
shales with lower Eifel OrtJiides, Phacops latifronsy Spirifera speciosa, 
etc., which peep out from under greatly faulted limestone in parallel 
stratification), we have a series of tough grey and brownish grau- 
wacke grits and schistose beds with fossils of the Coblentzian series, 

^ l.c, p. 442. * Lc. p. 7. ® l.c. table iii. p. 450. 

* Murchison, Siluria, p. 398 ; Salter, Q.J.G.S. 1863, p. 483, 
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passing up into a group of quartzose grits red and greyish, inter- 
stratified with puiqjlish and variegated sandy shales — the Lincombe 
and Warherry grits ^ — with some fossils difiering from the Mead foot 
beds, notably spined Homalonoti. Moreover, we have a mass of rocks 
from which it may be safely asserted that not a decent roofing-slate 
could be obtained. 

In the latter, namely, the slaty district of Staverton, Woodland, 
etc., several slate quarries are worked, and there is apparently an utter 
absence of grit bands — I know of none. In fact the difference is, to 
my mind, so complete as to lead to the conclusion that, from the 
West of the Ogwell, Ipplepen, and Bartington limestones to the 
extreme North of the county, the Torquay grits nowhere reappear 
at the surface. 

This formerly presented a difficulty to my mind, at least whilst 
acquiescing in a downward sequence trem the Ogwell limestone to 
the Culm-measure fault ; but after having convinced myself that the 
Ashburton is identical with the Ogwell limestone, and consequently 
that this downward sequence is illusory, and further, that the Lower 
Devonian is on all sides faulted through the Torquay limestones, the 
difficulty has disappeared. 

A suite of fossils, collected from several slaty localities West and 
South-west of Totnes, to which I hope some day to draw attention, 
will go far towards confirming the view that a large portion of the 
South Devon slates must be classed as Middle Devonian with the 
limestones, which they both laterally replace by interdigitation, and 
also partially underlie. In particular the slates of Englebourne 
Quarry near Ilarbertonford at once recall the Wissenbach slates, 
with which to some extent the organic remains also correspond. 

It is worthy of remark, as distinctly bearing upon this subject, 
that M. Dewalque, speaking of certain tints employed by H. von 
Dechen, especially for the slates of Wissenbach, observes parentheti- 
cally that there is a general consent now-a-days to regard them as 
the local equivalent of the limestone of Givet (Eifler Kalk).^ The 
writer then mentions the Lenne schists as having a special tint. If 
we draw a line due South from Elberfeld to Bensberg, across these 
schists, we find nothing to support the notion of a lower reef lime- 
stone ; on the contrary the Paffrath and Kefrath series, £is prolific as 
any Middle Devonian succession, hold a position analogous to that of 
the Ashburton limestone, the older beds resting on the younger, a 
fact which greatly strengthens the views advocated in this paper.® 

When we reflect that all the rocks of our peninsula are but a link 
in a system of plications that extend through South Ireland, under 
the South-Eastern Counties, through Belgium, the Rhine Province 
and the Hartz ; and on the one hand, at Killamey, we have the 

^ These must not be confounded with the purple sandstones and slates of Cocking- 
ton, Ockham, Beacon Hill, Windmill Hill, Southdown Cliff, etc., etc., which are of 
Upper Devonian age, doubtless the equivalents of the Pickwell Down sandstones of 
North Devon. 

* Prodrome d’une description g^ologique de la Belgique, 1880, p. 114. 

8 Murchison and Sedgwick, Trans. Geol. Soc. 2nd series, vol. vi. pp. 241 — 244. 
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Carboniferous Limestone thrown under the Glengariff Grits, then the 
Coal-measures under the Carboniferous Limestone of the Mendips, 
and Eastward Dumont’s well-proved Belgian inversions, etc., our 
present subject assumes but a very subordinate place in so grand 
a system. 

Such sound generalizations as a “ contracting crust ” with '' lateral 
displacement ” through ‘‘ tangential thrust,” now happily rank as part 
of the common stock of knowledge. No writing has tended to bring 
this about in a greater degree than Prof. Heim’s magnificent work 
“ On the Mechanism of the Formation of Mountains, and Monograph 
of the Todi-Windgalle group,” embodying the grand discoveries of 
Escher von der Linth. 

Fortified by such established facts, wo feel unfettered in identi- 
fying distant out-crops from the sum of their characters, paleonto- 
logical, etc., a vera causa being recognized for their appearance in 
positions the most startling at first sight. 

I cherish the hope of being yet able to publish a geological 
map of this Calciferous district, including portions of Sheets 22 to 
25 of the One-inch Survey, having spared no pains to lay down the 
lines as correctly as the imperfect topography and half- worn-out 
engraving of the old maps will admit of. 

Note , — This seems a fitting opportunity, since several igneous 
rocks have been referred to, for saying that Mr. Eutley, of the 
Geological Survey, has kindly examined and given me a written 
oj)inion on many slices of South Devon rocks, which have been cut 
for me by Mr. Cuttell. They are chiefly from the important lavas 
of Upper South Devon (Upper Devonian) age that run East and 
West through Totnes and the adjoining parishes of Harberton, 
Ashprington, Cornworthy, etc. Whilst hoping to do justice to them 
in their proper place, I will only now obsei-ve (being quite a tyro 
at the polariscope myself) that there is the strongest concurrence 
between the verdicts given and the aspect of the rocks in the field. 

V. — On the Absence of Joint-Structuke at Great Depths, and 
ITS Eelations to the Forms of Coarsely Crystalline Erup- 
tive Masses. 

I3y W. 0. Crosry, of Boston, Mass., U.S.A. 

XT is often said by vein-miners who have worked at great 

i depths, that the jointed structure of rocks fades away and 
disappears in the deeper parts of the mines. This, however, is 
probably a case of the rule ‘ de non apparentibus et non existentibus 
eadem est ratio.’ All the joints near the surface are more or less 
acted on by the weather. The deeper-seated rooks may be just as 
much traversed by joints, but they are merely mathematical planes 
of division, the faces of the blocks adhering as closely as if they did 
not exist till the weather makes them apparent, or some force tears 
the blocks asunder.” 

This extract from J ukes and Geikie’s Manual of Geology * is 
^ Third edition, p. 181. 
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undoubtedly a correct expression of the prevailing opinion among 
geologists concerning the lower limit of the joint- structure. A 
joint, of course, is always a plane of division, not a theoretical or 
potential plane, as in crystalline cleavage, but an actual physical 
break, of which the quarry man and miner consciously or uncon- 
sciously take advantage. And the joint must be almost equally a 
source of weakness in the rock, whether it exists as an open crack 
near the surface, or as a merely mathematical plane at greater 
depths. Now it seems probable that the miner judges of the 
persistence or non-persistence of the joint-structure in depth, not 
so mucli by the presence or absence of visible planes of division, as 
by the ease with which the rock is broken and removed. If this is 
so, then it is clear that the criticism embodied in the foregoing 
quotation from a standard authority fails to cover the point; and 
the relation of jointing to depth must be regarded as an open 
question still. 

Geologists are generally agreed that the two principal causes of 
joint-structure are contraction of the rocks and movement of the 
rocks ; and the contraction, speaking genei ally, must be ascribed 
either to the consolidation of sedimentary rocks, the cooling of 
eruptive rocks, or the crystallization of rocks of either class. 

The notion generally held by geologists that the jointing continues 
downward indefinitely, perhaps as far as the rocks are solid, may be 
sound enough when only the joints due to movements of the rocks 
are considered, but when we take into account the more general and 
efficient cause of jointing — contraction — this view seems to rest on no 
better foundation than the supposed fact that no scientific observa- 
tion or theory points to the contrary conclusion. present 

purpose, however, is to show that, even if we reject, as untrustworthy 
in this instance, the testimony of the miners, there is still good 
ground for believing that, in the stratified rocks at least, the joint- 
structure due to contraction is to a very large extent a superficial 
phenomenon. 

Taking a general view of the deposition of the stratified rocks, let 
ns trace the history of a single stratum, and observe where and when 
the joint-structure arising from contraction is probably first developed 
in it. As the process of deposition goes on over the area, this 
stratum is gradually compacted by the increasing pressure of newer 
deposits, and we get contraction in the vertical direction ; but I 
think too much stress cannot be laid upon the fact that a vertical 
pressure, acting directly, must be entirely inoperative so far as the 
development of joint-structure is concerned, since this demands lateral 
contraction. However, as the pressure imposed upon the stratum by 
later sediments increases, so does the temperature, through the rising 
of the isogeotherms ; and this higher temperature, co-operating with 
the pressure, effects the expulsion of a portion of the water with 
which the material was originally saturated. The loss of water from 
the stratum means, of course, a tendency to contract in all directions ; 
though still chiefly in the vertical direction, owing to the controlling 
influence of gravity. Thus it appears that only a modicum of the 
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contraction which the rock experiences during its consolidation and 
burial under newer formations is in the horizontal direction, in which 
alone it can result in the formation of joints. 

But does this lateral contraction actually occur? This seems 
at least doubtful ; for the increase in temperature, which for a 
reasonable depth — say 10,000 feet — must be considerable — probably 
200° F., means a tendency to expansion. The contraction of the 
rocks resulting in the formation of joints is, of course, measured by 
the volume of the joint-cracks, when they have not been widened 
by atmospheric action, etc., and are really contraction and not 
movement joints. Now the volume of the joint-cracks will not 
probably in ordinary rocks amount to more than a small fraction 
of one per cent, of the volume of the rock. But, according to 
Colonel Totten’s experiments, the moderate increase of temperature 
supposed above would produce an expansion of about *001 in marble, 
and *002 in sandstone ; enough, probably, to close up all the joints 
in each of these rocks, i.e. to counteract the tendency to lateral 
contraction. 

At greater depths than 10,000 feet the influence of heat in opposing 
the contraction of the rocks would be still more marked, for while 
the temperature and pressure both probably increase at a sensibly 
uniform rate for at least ten or twenty miles below the surface, and 
the rate of expansion may be assumed as sensibly the same for a 
range of temperature of 1000° or more, yet the tendency of the 
rocks to contract through either compression or loss of water must 
diminish rapidly. 

According to the argument liere presented, then, it is possible that 
sediments may be carried down to any depth in the earth’s crust, 
and attain any degree of consolidation, without becoming jointed. 
It will be claimed (and admitted), however, that a net contraction 
must take place sooner or later ; for this is required by the universal 
jointing of the rocks at the surface. But when and where will 
this occur. 

Suppose that our sea-floor becomes dry land — is changed from an 
area of deposition to one of erosion, then during the lapse of ages 
the particular stratum which we are following is gradually brought 
back toward the surface. The isogeotherms fall and its temperature 
is lowered, and at the same time the pressure of the superincumbent 
beds is removed. The cooling necessarily implies contraction ; but 
the removal of pressure is not necessarily followed by expansion, 
because the sediments, while subjected to pressure, and largely as a 
result of the pressure, have become consolidated ; and if they are 
compared to a compressed spring, it should be to a spring which has 
received a permanent set. 

In other words, as the deeply buried stratum gradually nears the 
surface, through erosion, it for the first time actually experiences 
contraction in all directions and becomes jointed ; and this is the 
direct result, not of pressure or desiccation, but of cooling. The 
cooling, contraction and jointing are proportional to, and keep pace 
with, the erosion. Hence it follows from this way of regarding the 
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subject that contraction-joints have their best development at the 
surface, gradually dying out at considerable depths, but constantly 
growing downwards as the surface is lowered by denudation. 

Tliis argument for the essentially superficial nature of joint- 
structure, derived from considerations touching upon its origin, is, 
in itself, perhaps, too speculative to carry conviction to many minds; 
but I feel that this criticism will not lie with equal force against the 
argument based upon the relations of the jointing of the rocks to the 
forms of eruptive masses, which I now proceed to present. 

There are few, if any, geologists who will question the truth 
of the proposition that, in general, other things being equal, the 
coarseness of the crystallization of eruptive rocks is proportional to 
the depth below the surface at which they have cooled and solidified ; 
and consequently that we see coarsely crystalline eruptives exposed 
on the surface now only as the result of extensive erosion or fault- 
ing ; so that, when these rocks are exposed by erosion, as in most 
cases, the mean size of the crystals becomes a rough measure of tlie 
amount of denudation which the region has suffered, and of the age 
of the intrusivcs. 

It is also a fact, well known to most field-geologists at least, that 
the regularity of tlie outlines or boundaries of an intrusive mass is 
inversely proportional to the coarseness of its crystallization. T^o 
appreciate tliis point it is only necessary to compare the form of 
a typical mass of granite, or any granitic rock, with that of a typical 
mass of some fine-grained exotic, like ordinary basalt. The latter 
is straight and wall-like; while the former is thoroughly irregular, 
and penetrates the surrounding formations in many jagged si:)urs 
and branches. 

In other words, and speaking generally, the coarsely crystalline 
eruptives, which have cooled at great depths, occupy extremely 
irregular cavities in the crust ; while the seats of the finely crystal- 
line eruptives, which have cooled near the surface, are well-defined, 
wall-like fissures, with parallel sides. 

It goes almost without saying that the forms of the cavities «and 
fissures filled by intrusives are determined very largely by the joint- 
structure of the enclosing rocks ; and where these are well jointed, 
the avenues for the liquid rock are formed mainly by the simple 
widening of the joint-cracks. In proof of this it will suffice to cite 
the familiar fact that dykes, if formed of fine-grained rocks, generally 
conform closely in direction with the principal joint-planes of the 
intersected formation. 

Now one of the most important and persistent characteristics of 
joint-structure, especially in stratified rocks, is its regularity and 
the really wonderful constancy in trend and dip of the joint-planes 
over extensive districts. Therefore, fissures produced in a well- 
jointed formation must, on the average, be far more regular than 
those arising in a portion of the crust where the joint- structure is 
wanting or is only imperfectly developed. The difference is precisely 
that between the fractures of highly cleavable minerals, like calcitc 
or galenite, and of uncleavable minerals, like quartz. 
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Suppose, now, that we have a model of the earth’s crust composed 
of a layer of quartz or glass below and a layer of calcite above, with 
a layer of some imperfectly cleavable mineral like felspar between ; 
and suppose further that this is subjected to strains so as to produce 
transverse fractures. It is perfectly evident that the character of 
the miniature fissures thus formed will vary with the depth, being 
almost mathematically regular in the calcite, and very irregular in 
the quartz or glass. 

But we know, by the outlines of the coarsely crystalline, i.e, the 
originally deep-seated, exotics, that the fractures produced at great 
depths in the earth’s crust are highly irregular ; and I believe that 
we find the best, if not the only, explanation of this well-established 
fact in the supposition that the actual structure of the crust is fairly 
represented by our imaginary model, the crystalline cleavage in the 
latter corresponding to the jointing of the former. 

In other words, we know that fissures formed in the earth’s crust 
are regular near the surface and irregular at considerable depths. 
The superficial regularitj^ is clearly attributable to the joint-struc- 
ture ; while the greater irregularity in the deeper portions of the 
crust is a plain indication that the joint- structure fades away down- 
wards. Certainly, in view of the marked infiuence of the jointing 
upon the forms of fissures near the surface, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to conceive how the extremely iiTegular fractures pro- 
duced nearer the source of eruptive rocks could have arisen in well- 
jointed formations. 

It is important, however, in seeking an explanation of the ex- 
tremely ragged outlines of many granitic masses, to recognize, 
besides the absence of jointing, the toughening effect of high 
temperatures, which produce incipient plasticity and cause the un- 
jointed rock to tear rather than break. 

VI. — How TO Work in the Archie an Rooks. 

By C. Callaway, M.A., D.Sc. (Lond.), F.G.S. 

[Concluded from p. 353.) 

T he mineral composition of rocks, often an important test in com- 
paratively unfossiliferous formations, such as the Trias, becomes 
of supreme value amongst the Archaean groups. It is very frequently 
the only kind of evidence available, and, used with due caution, may 
lead to decisive results. In Anglesey, as illustrated in Fig. 1, and 
already described, it is nearly as conclusive as the testimony of 
organic remains ; for the great similarity of the dark schist in two 
areas so near together renders their correlation in the very highest 
<legree probable. The gneissic rocks of the Malvern Hills have 
been classed as Lauren tian on the ground of the lithological resem- 
blance between the two groups, though 3000 miles apart ; and the 
determination has been generally accepted. But in such a case as 
this, high probability is all we can expect. Other gneissic and 
schistose systems have been described in America, though none of 
them so closely resemble the Malvern series as the Laurentian. 
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This test decreases in value as the formations compared in- 
crease in distance. Purple rocks, like the Wrekin lavas, are found 
about twelve miles to the west, in Pontsford Hill, and they may 
reasonably be referred to the same series. But the same high 
probability cannot be claimed for a certain purplish grit near 
Bangor, which in hand specimens can hardly be distinguished from 
some of the Wrekin tuffs. It is much more likely tliat the same 
conditions prevailed at the same time over an area of a few miles 
round the Wrekin than that they did so from the Wrekin to the 
Menai Straits. The very same volcanos might have poured forth 
both the Wrekin and the Pontsford Hill lavas, but it is less probable 
that volcanos were contemporaneously ejecting similar material in 
both the Wrekin and Bangor areas. Were the two formations com- 
pared separated by the breadth of the Atlantic Ocean, the probability 
would be still further weakened. 

Several considerations must be taken into account in estimating 
tlio value of this test. It is first of all necessary to ascertain that 
the rock under investigation is older than the Cambrian. If this 
cannot be proved, the evidence is much weakened. The rocks of 
Charnwood Forest, for example, are overlain on all sides by strata 
none of which are older than the Carboniferous, so that all we can 
learn from superposition is that the Charnwood series is Pre- 
Carboniferous. Lithologically, the formation has affinities both with 
the Pebidian and with the Green Slates and Porphyries of the Lake 
District, supposed to be Ordovician. If the Charnwood group could 
be shown to be older than the Cambrian, the latter hypothesis would 
obviously be excluded, and the Pebidian age of tlie series would 
become almost certain. Even as it is, the mineral resemblances 
between these rocks and the Pebidian are so great that there is high 
probability of their contemporaneity. In Anglesey there is a great 
series ^ of slates, shales, breccias, and conglomerates, which much 
more closely resembles the St. Davids Pebidian than does the 
Charnwood groups. They are older than the Cambrian, for the 
Lower Cambrian contains pebbles derived from them. This narrows 
the evidence considerably. We are acquainted with only two or 
three Archman groups in Britain, and as the Anglesey series is 
Archaean, and has no resemblance to any other group than the Pe- 
bidian, with which moreover its affinities are numerous and striking, 
the proof of its Pebidian age is almost complete. Lithological 
resemblance alone is not sufficient ; Pre-Cambrian age alone is not 
sufficient, since there are several Pre-Cambrian groups ; but the 
two combined form a fairly conclusive mass of evidence. 

Another important accessory test is similarity of succession. The 
mineral resemblance between two groups of strata at some distance 
from each other, though often reasonably satisfactory proof of con- 
temporaneity, is sometimes open to uncertainty, owing to the possi- 
bility of the resemblance being mere coincidence. The dark-green 
schist on the Menai Straits, in Anglesey, is, for example, undis- 
tinguishable from the dark schist (Fig. 1, e) of the central band. 

^ Described in Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., May, 1881. 
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But there is the bare possibility, though little probability, that the 
former is some other unknown group, since the strata of the two 
districts cannot be connected with each other, owing to an inter- 
vening faulted area. Further examination, liowever, removes the 
shadow of the doubt. Underlying the dark schist in the Menai 
band is a grey gneiss precisely similar to the beds (d), which pass 
under the green schist (c) in the central area. We have here, then, 
a resemblance not only of mineral composition and structure, but of 
succession. It is absolutely incredible that similar gneiss underlying 
similar schist in the two localities, which are only three miles apart, 
should be due to coincidence. 

In comparing formations by their mineral characters, it is neces- 
sary to take them as a lohole. To select specimens with a view to 
favour a preconceived theory will lead to no satisfactory result. 
Some examples will illustrate this point. Comparing the Archajun 
volcanic series of Shropshire with the ArchaBan volcanic series of 
Bangor, we find some striking resemblances. Some of the felspathic 
grits are almost undistinguishable in hand specimens ; colour, texture, 
and constituents being the same. On the other hand, the differences 
are numerous. The lava flows of Bangor contain blebs and small 
crystals of quartz, and many of the grits and slaty beds are unlike 
in colour and composition. These dissimilarities are by no means 
fatal to the identitj^ of the two groups, but they weaken the evidence 
in its favour. A second example occurs in the Scottish Highlands. 
One of the great unsettled questions of the day is the age of the 
newer gneiss series, which occupies the chief part of northern and 
western Scotland. Murchison claimed to have proved its Ordovician 
(Lower Silurian) age, but some others have asserted that it is simply 
the fundamental gneiss or Lewisian of the north-west coast brought 
up again in the centre and east of the Highlands. Those who hold the 
latter view maintain that the specimens which they have obtained 
from the Lewisian are closely similar to some of the eastern types. 
This may be quite true. Yet it is indisputable, as pointed out long 
since by Murchison and his followers, that, taken as a whole, the 
two rock-groups are widely dissimilar. The older gneiss is massive, 
intensely crystalline, and frequently homblendic; while the younger 
is thin-bedded, not coarsely crystalline, and contains mica instead 
of hornblende. While, then, in this district it may be difficult here 
and there to assign a rock to its true place on lithological evidence 
alone, yet, studying the rock-masses on the large scale in the field, 
tlm differences between the two gneisses are broad and well-marked. 
Whether or not Murchison was right in claiming an Ordovician age 
for the thin-bedded gneiss is another question ; but, in the writer’s 
opinioUj there is not a shadow of doubt that it is quite distinct from 
the Lewisian, and of less antiquity. The Pebidian rocks of Anglesey 
furnish us with another illustration of the necessity of comparing 
formations as a whole. In some parts of Northern Anglesey, the 
slaty rocks are highly altered, so as here and there to put on the 
form of a true metamorphic schist, which approaches in texture and 
composition some of the chloritic bands of the older gneissio series. 
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But a careful study of the whole district leads to the conclusion 
that these altered patches are subordinate parts of a comparatively 
unaltered group which, taken as a whole, differs widely from the 
more ancient series, which is thoroughly metamorphosed from top 
to bottom. 

In studying the lithology of a formation, its degree of metamorphism 
is an important factor in the evidence. Sufficient material has not 
yet been collected to form the basis of a theory ; but, so far at least 
as England and Wales are concerned, the researches of the last few 
years lend some support to the opinion that regional metamorphisin 
is found only in Archaean rocks, and that the degree of alteration 
is proportioned to the antiquity of the group. Murchison held that 
the Malvern metamorphic rocks were altered Cambrian, but no one 
now doubts their Archgean age. The “altered Cambrian,*^ mapped 
by the Geological Survey as forming a band flanking each side of 
the granitoid axis of St. Davids, clearly underlies the basement 
conglomerates of the Lower Cambrian, and is the typical Pebidian 
of llicks. The “ altered Caradoc ” which is found here and there 
in the central Salopian chain is sometimes an unaltered rock, some- 
times a quartzite whose Archaean age cannot be disproved, but 
generally it is a part of the great Archfean volcanic series. The 
altered rocks of Anglesey, the “ metamorphic Cambrian and Silurian ” 
of the Survey, are shown by a variety of evidence to be older than 
the Cambrian. Rocks of j^recisely the same mineral character, 
showing the same order of succession, and lying on the same strike, 
are sometimes coloured by the Survey as “ Cambrian,” sometimes as 
“Silurian.” True Cambrian and “Silurian” strata do indeed 
occur in many parts of Anglesey, and they have given their name 
on the map to the metamorphic rocks which happened to be near 
them ; but in no case are there any signs of a transition between 
the altered and unaltered beds. The evidence, then, on which 
the Cambrian and “Silurian” age of the metamorphic rocks of 
Anglesey has been based proves, on a critical examination, to be 
unsound, and indeed, in some cases, self-destructive. Along the 
north-western margin of Caernarvonshire are bands of supposed 
“altered Cambrian,” which in like manner turn out to be of greater 
antiquity. The partially altered rocks of the Charnwood Forest 
area, regarded as Cambrian by the Survey, are now, as previously 
shown, considered to be Pebidian. Every case of supposed meta- 
morphic Cambrian or “Silurian” has been invalidated by recent 
researches, and we are driven to the conclusion that within the 
English and Welsh area there is a presumption in favour of the 
supposition that any district of altered rock which may be discovered 
is of Archaean age. 

That the degree of metamorphisin is proportioned to the antiquity 
of a rock-group is strongly suggested in England and Wales. The 
Pebidian of St. Davids has undergone chemical change, but has not 
been converted into a crystalline schist. Shales have become 
chloritio, felspathio mud has been changed to homstone, and vol- 
canic ash has been indurated into a rock bearing a superficial re- 
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semblance to greenstone. The Pebidian of Anglesey is very similar, 
but in some patches the alteration has proceeded further. Near 
Bangor, in Shropshire, and in Charnwood Forest, incipient meta- 
morphism has also taken place in a greater or less degree. All these 
rocks may fitly be classed with the ** hypometamorphic,” a term 
used to express a partial change. 

The Dimetian series of St. Davids has undergone a much greater 
change. The prevailing types are quartzite and a rock like granite, 
but of metamorphic origin, being in fact a metamorphosed quartzo- 
felspathic grit. In Twt Hill, Caernarvonshire, and in Central 
Anglesey are similar granitoid bands. In the latter locality this 
rock passes down into schistose and gneissic strata (Fig. I). The 
alteration in these schists is complete. The rocks are thoroughly 
crystalline and truly foliated. But comparing them with the Lauren- 
tian or Lewisian gneiss, a clear difference is perceptible. In the 
Anglesey group there are here and there indications of the original 
fragmental structure. In the granitoid band are intercalated some 
beds of felspathic breccia, and in the schists angular or rounded 
grains of quartz may sometimes be detected. The crystallization of 
these schists is also much more minute than in the Lewisian. The 
metamorphism of the latter is intense, no trace of fragmental origin 
being perceptible, while the constituent minerals occur in distinct 
and frequently in large crystals. The Pebidian, the Dimetian (to 
which the Anglesey gneissic series probably belongs), and the 
Lewisian thus present three degrees of metamorphism, the partial, 
the moderately complete, and the intense. Corresponding with 
these degrees, it is to be observed that the Pebidian is certainly 
newer than the Dimetian, and the Dimetian is probably newer than 
the Lewisian. 

Between the Pebidian and Dimetian, Dr. Hicks has intercalated 
a new group, the Arvonian, which he considers to present an in- 
cipient gneissic structure, and to be intermediate in degree of altera- 
tion between the oldest and youngest series. Should these views be 
established, the hypothesis suggested in this section would receive 
additional confirmation. 

In investigating the degree of alteration, it is important to bear in 
mind the influence of selective metamorpJiism. The forces which 
alter rocks may select one bed, and convert it into a schist, while 
strata below are comparatively unaltered. A rock which is mainly 
composed of quartz can undergo little change, because quartz is a 
simple mineral which cannot be decomposed by any of the chemical 
processes which are at work in the earth’s crust. A quartzose sand- 
stone is metamorphosed into quartzite, which differs chiefly in 
induration and texture. But a felspathic shale may be changed into 
something widely different. By the separation of a part of the 
silica, the felspar may be converted into mica, and the mica and 
silica (quartz) together would form mica-schist. If a portion of the 
felspar remained un decomposed, the quartz, felspar, and mica would 
constitute a gneiss or granitoid rock. Selective metamorphism may 
therefore complicate our researches by changing parts of a younger 
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group into the likeness of an older deposit. As previously urged, 
we must compare formations, not piecemeal, but as a whole. 

It is scarcely necessary to utter a caution against confounding 
regional with contact metamorphism. The change produced by an 
intrusive mass of granite or greenstone rapidly dies out as we recede 
from the point of contact, and is readily distinguished in the field 
from the metamorphism which uniformly affects large rock-groups. 
Contact alteration may be found in any formation into which igneous 
rocks have been intruded, and it therefore affords us no aid in 
Archasan work. There would also appear to be no d priori reason 
why regional metamorphism should not also occur in rocks of any 
age, and in the above remarks it is only contended that there are 
some grounds for constructing an empirical rule, applicable only, so 
far as present observations go, to a certain area. When the nature and 
causes of metamorphism are more thoroughly understood, it may be 
possible to reach a general principle. 

Dr. Sterry Hunt, of Montreal, has very ingeniously attempted, in 
his Chemical and Geological Essays,” to prove that the Archsean 
rocks of North America display a progressive chemical and mineral 
change from the oldest to the youngest ; so that the minerals of a 
group, like fossils in newer deposits, are indices of its geological 
age. The writer does not here express an opinion upon this hypo- 
thesis, as it is his design to confine himself to reasonings based upon 
facts of which he has had personal cognizance. 

In correlating Archaaan groups, it is important to ascertain the 
origin of the deposits. In the Pebidian at St. Davids there is 
abundant evidence of contemporaneous vulcanism ; indeed, the series 
is mainly built up of volcanic ashes and breccias. The same origin 
is attributed to the Bangor group, to the younger of the two 
Anglesey series, to the newer of the two Archaean groups at Malvern 
and in Shropsliire, and to the Charnwood Forest rocks. We must 
not, of course, press this argument too far, but it adds strong con- 
firmation to other proofs. It is much weaker in the last case than 
in the others, because by superposition the Charnwootl series can 
only be proved to be pre-Oarboniferous. In all the examples, the 
Arvonian of Dr. Hicks introduces complexity. It is of volcanic 
origin, at least in great part ; but it is not yet certain to what 
horizon it is to be referred — to the Dimetian, to the Pebidian, or to 
a period between the two. It is also doubtful if all the rock-groups 
which have been called Arvonian are of the same age. So far, at 
least, as Anglesey is concerned, the Arvonian has no independent 
existence, but is simply a band in the gneissic series. In this area, 
tlie (supposed) Dimetian also displays the characters of a volcanic 
rook, where the alteration has not gone far enough to obliterate the 
original structure ; but this need not prove a practical difficulty, as 
the more intense metamorphism of this group as a whole will readily 
distinguish it from the Pebidian. 

The microscope is a most valuable auxiliary in Archtean geology. 
It cannot supersede field-work, but it gives precision to the deter- 
minations of the pocket-lens, and it sometimes ascertains structure 
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which would otherwise remain uncertain. The oft-repeated objec- 
tion that we cannot study mountains in the microscope ” is met by 
the practical refutation that we have found out by its aid things 
which the hammer, the lens, and the acid-bottle had not dis- 
covered. The enforcement of this point belongs, however, to 
the professed microlithologist. 

The strike of a series has frequently been used as an aid in correla- 
tion. It was long since pointed out by Murchison that the Lewisian 
of Scotland has a general strike to the north-west, while the newer 
gneiss series strikes to the north-east. It was rightly argued that 
such a divergence of strike indicated a great difference in age. The 
gneissic rocks of Shropshire and the Malvern Hills, resembling the 
Lewisian as they do in their lithological structure, possess the same 
strike, and the fact is held to confirm the correlation of the English 
groups with the northern type. The Pebidians of St. Davids strike 
about east and west, and this is the prevailing lie of the contem- 
poraneous series in Anglesey. The volcanic rocks of Shroj)shire 
also strike in the same direction. On the other hand, the volcanic 
series of Charnwood Forest, presumed to be of the same age, has the 
strike of the Lewisian. Other facts also tend to show that this test 
is of uncertain value. The utmost we can safely assert is that if 
there are other good reasons for believing two groups to be contem- 
poraneous, a coincidence of strike will, within certain limits, add to 
the weight of evidence. Strikes are not so uniform as has sometimes 
been represented. Over large portions of the Northern Highlands 
the strike of the Lewisian is not to the north-west, and that of the 
newer gneiss series is not north-east. Also in Anglesey and Shrop- 
shire the volcanic series frequently deviates widely from the normal 
strike. These frequent divergences are probably due to faulting 
and to the influence of intrusive masses. In large areas, in which 
the original axes of upheaval have not been so broken and distorted 
as to confuse their prevalent direction, the strike test will be of much 
greater service than in a small isolated district, in which there is 
not room for the principal lines of movement to assert their supremacy 
over subsequent disturbances. 

In Archsean work the evidence is generally cumulative. Any one 
test taken alone may not produce conviction. Mineral characters, 
included fragments, strike, origin of deposits, state of alteration, 
even similarity of succession, may not always remove a suspicion 
that the resemblance is due to coincidence, or to a general cause 
which may occur in more than one group. But we are rarely left 
to one line of proof, and every additional test strengthens the 
evidence in an increasing ratio. Only field-work can supply the 
full testimony. Each tap of the hammer may help to build up the 
conclusion. The results grow as section after section is observed, 
and hundreds of minute facts, which cannot be published, or even 
recorded without incalculable labour, gradually bring home con- 
viction to the mind. 

In concluding these observations, the writer would strongly insist 
upon the necessity of thorough and detailed work. Where the 
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ground is so broken and contorted, almost every rood, in critical 
sections and areas, must be hammered over. Grave error may lurk 
in any overlooked fault or reversal. It sometimes takes weeks of 
hard toil to arrive at a result which may be expressed in a line. 
Facts, seemingly conflicting, keep the mind in discouraging per- 
plexity, till one more blow of the hammer strikes out a spark which 
illuminates the seeming chaos, and reveals the harmony of the 
whole. Patient work will hardly fail to unearth new truths even 
in the most battered and metamorphosed patches of the crust. The 
results to be obtained are surely neither uninteresting nor unimpor- 
tant. As the astronomer, by inventing new instruments, penetrates 
more deeply into the remote abysses of stellar space, and resolves 
dim nebulas into groups of suns ; so the Archasan geologist strives 
to reach further and further back towards the beginnings of the 
earth, and refuses to accept a barrier to his further investigations. 

VII. — Possible Laurentian Bocks in Ireland. 

By G. H. Kinahan, M.B.I.A., etc. 

A S the Archaean geologists have turned their attention to the Old 
Irish rocks, perhaps it may be allowable to give a short 
description of them. 

This school of geologists from their published papers would seem 
to lay great stress on lithological characters ; while to me it would 
appear that Petrology, or the stratigraphical position of rocks or 
rock masses, was more important. Some of the changes found in 
rocks, that geologists suppose to be petrologically the same, they 
state are quite impossible by chemical laws ; but as such changes are 
quite palpable to field geologists, I would suggest that possibly the 
Chemist is acquainted with some laws to them unknown. 

The Irish rocks that have been suggested to be of Pre-Cambrian 
age are raetamorphic and granitic rocks in the Carnsore district, 
S. E. Wexford; metamorphic and granitic rocks in West Galway 
and S. W. Mayo ; gneissose rocks in Erris, N. W. Mayo ; metainor- 
phic and granitic rocks in Donegal and parts of Derry and Tyrone ; 
while rocks that will possibly be so classed are metamorphic rocks 
in N. E. Antrim near Ballycastle. 

The rooks of the Carnsore or S.E. Wexford district I have very 
carefully worked out, and to me it appears that northward and 
westward they gradually merge into unmetamorphic rocks ; and 
in the latter are found Oldhamia, a Cambrian fossil. 

The West Galway and S.W. Mayo rocks have also been carefully 
worked out. In them there are two zones of hornbleiidio and 
pyroxenic rocks; lithologically very similar, if not identical, with 
the Laurentians of America and Scotland ; but at the same time 
perhaps more like the Huronian rocks ; especially those of the 
lower zone, as Logan’s description of the Huronian rocks would 
do for the latter. The rocks of the upper zone lie above others that 
contain fossils which have been pronounced by Harkness, Baily, and 
other authorities to be of Llandeilo types. In jjortions of the area 
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the newer rocks are more metamorphosed than the older, and to me 
it would appear that it is the newer rocks that are now suggested 
to be Pre-Cambrian. The older rocks in previous publications I 
have suggested to be Upper Cambrians (Arenig rocks). The rocks 
supposed to be Upper Cambrians seem to extend north-east across 
Sligo, into Leitrim, near Manor Hamilton ; possibly they also occur 
between Charlestown and Ballaghaderreen in N.E. Mayo. The latter 
small exposure was considered by Griffith and J ukes to be of old 
rocks, although now they have been joined on to the associated 
fossiliferous Silurians (Lower Old Eed Sandstone). Such a classifi- 
cation, however, must be petrological ly incorrect ; as these older 
rocks were upturned, contorted, and considerably metamorphosed 
and denuded, prior to the Silurians being deposited on them. ThivS 
is proved by the younger rocks being made up of the detritus of 
the older ones. These metamorphic rocks, as I have pointed out in 
a paper published by the Koyal Irish Academy, although litho- 
logically very similar to the lower zone (Arenig rooks) of West 
Galway, are also like those of the upper zone, and possibly may be 
of the latter age (Llandeilo). 

The gneissose rocks of Erris, N.W. Mayo, are a remarkable group, 
Griffith and the different other early geologists pointed out that they 
seemed to be much older than the associated metamorphic rocks. 
Microscopically they seem to be identical with the rocks of Carnsore, 
and for this and other reasons, mentioned in a paper read before 
the Royal Geological Society of Ireland, I suggested that they were of 
Cambrian age. All that can be positively asserted about them is, 
they are older than the associated metamorphic rocks. But what 
is the age of the latter ? They are said to be of Cambro- Silurian age ; 
yet in composition, aspect, etc., they are very similar to the rooks 
south of Louisburgh, in the same county, that have been proved by 
Symes to be Silurians. Their position only, therefore, does not prove 
them to be older than Cambro-Silurian, 

In Donegal and the adjoining parts of Derry and Tyrone there is 
a large tract which was formerly supposed to be occupied solely by 
metamorphic and granitic rocks. But of late years Dr. King, of 
Galway, has discovered in Kilraaghrenan impressions that seem to 
be of fossils of Cambro-Silurian age ; this however is not as yet 
positively proved, as some authorities deny that they are fossils. 
In the S.E. of this area (Co. Tyrone), as I have proved in a 
paper published by the Royal Irish Academy, there are very old 
rocks to the north of Pomeroy, while to the N.W. there are also 
very old rocks, which years ago were suggested by Jukes to be 
of Laurentian age, on account of their likeness to the Scotch 
Lauren tians. Now, however, if King is correct, it is possible they 
may be only Cambrians, overlaid by Cambro-Silurian ; the latter 
in part highly metamorphic, as is the case elsewhere. 

It must, however, be allowed that nowhere in Ireland are there 
rooks lithologically similar to those of Donegal ; the nearest ap- 
proach to them being some of the metamorphic rooks of N.W. 
Galway ; but the latter stratigraphically are Cambro-Silurians 
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(L. Landeilo). Lithologically they are quite distinct from the type 
specimens in the different collections of the American and Scotch 
Laiirentians ; while many if not all of them will be found in the 
collections of the type specimens of the Huronian rocks. It is there- 
fore evident it is not by lithological character that the age of the 
older rocks of Donegal can be determined, but by careful field work 
and examination of all the rocks between them and the fossiliferous 
Cambro-Silurian near Pomeroy in Tyrone ; or, if King is correct, 
of those between them and his fossiliferous rocks in Kilmaghrenan. 
But this work must be more careful than that near Pomeroy, where 
the fossiliferous Cambro-Silurian i*ocks are classified with those on 
which they are deposited, although the latter were highly metamor- 
phosed, upturned, contorted, faulted and denuded prior to the age 
of the younger. 

Nothing as yet has been said by the Archaean geologists as to the 
age of the older rocks near Ballycastle, Co. Antrim. As however 
tliey appear to be of the same age as those in the hills northward of 
Pomeroy, Co. Tyrone, one age will have to be given to both ; it is 
therefore necessary to mention them in a paper on this subject. 

:E^ E -V X IE W S. 


I . — Geologie de la Belgique. By Michel Mourlon, D.Sc., etc 
2 vols., pp. 817 and 892, 2 Plates and 55 Woodcuts. (Brussels 
Paris, and Berlin, 1880, 1881.) 

D B. mourlon is well known as one of the most zealous 
among the younger geologists of the Continent. Since 1870 
he has published numerous papers, many of which — those on the 
Devonian Rocks of Belgium, for instance — are of a high order of 
excellence. He has been for some time actively employed on the 
Geological Survey of Belgium, and the task of editing Andre 
Dumont’s manuscript notes— of which three large volumes have 
already been issued — has been entrusted to him by his Govern- 
ment. Dr. Mourlon moreover occupies the post of Curator in the 
Natural History Museum at Brussels, and in the work under notice 
we have further evidence of unremitting labour added to much 
acumen and research. 

It is impossible to avoid comparing this new “Geology of Belgium ’* 
with its able fore-runner, the Prodrome d'une description geologique 
de la Belgique, by Prof. G. Dewalque. The latter was published in 
1868, and at that date was thoroughly satisfactory. But the progress 
of Geology during the last twelve years has been great — in Belgium 
as elsewhere — and a second edition of the Prodrome had become a 
necessity. Last year (1880) Prof. Dewalque surprised and disap- 
pointed the scientific world by publishing, not a new and improved 
edition of his valuable work, but a mere reprint of it, without 
addition, omission, or change of any kind. TJnder these circum- 
stances we are bound to welcome Dr. Mourlon’s book as supplying 
a greatly felt want, and we do so all the more readily that it is laid 
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down to a great extent an the same lines as Dewalqiie’s Prodrome, 
which is another way of sayhig that it is admirably planned. 

The first volume is stratigraphical, and consists of clear and 
well-proportioned descriptions of all the rocks of the country, in 
ascending order. In most cases the views of other authors are very 
fairly stated and discussed, whether they be or not those held by 
Dr. Mourlon himself, and justice is done to even the very latest 
discoveries. We shall endeavour to point out the chief subjects 
referred to which are the outcome of work published since 18G8, and 
which, therefore, may be looked upon as the justification of the 
book. 

In the first place we find the important researches of Messrs. 
Renard and de la Vallee Poussin on the micro-petrography of the 
Ardennes igneous and metamorphic rocks duly recorded and 
illustrated by two capital tinted plates of microscopic sections, some 
of which are given here for the first time. The divisions of the 
Cambrian (i>almian, Revinian, and DevilHan) are next considered, and 
the modern views of Dewalque, Gosselet, and Malaise compared with 
those of Dumont — nor is the correlation of these rocks with the 
Tremadoc Slates, Lingula Flags, Llanberis Slates, and Harlech Grits 
of Wales determined by the first-named writer overlooked. Among 
the Silurian rocks new matter of importance is included which is 
principally due to M. Gosselet and to the author himself. It is, 
however, in the account of the Devonian deposits that the value of 
the work done by both these geologists becomes most apparent, 
indeed the former may be said to liave thoroughly mastered the 
many difficulties which beset the study of tlie Lower and Middle 
divisions (Gedinrnan, Cohlentzian, Alirian^ Eifelian)y whilst the upper- 
most Devonian (the Psammites de Condroz), which many in Britain 
would prefer to regard as Lowest Carboniferous, has been ecpially 
completely dealt with by M. Mourlon. 

On reaching the Carboniferous Rocks proper, justice is done to the 
recent investigations of Hull and Hardman, and Renard as to the 
origin of the chert so common in the Limestone Series, and to those 
of Dupont as to the division of that series, as developed in Belgium, 
into six members, each clearly defined palasontologically and, it 
would seem, also stratigraphically. Some of these members of the 
series appear to be often wanting, and it must be confessed that to 
any one accustomed to the Lower Carboniferous rocks of Britain, M. 
Dupont’s maps of the Dinant district, in which these beds are shown 
as in a very network of faults, none of which is marked as doubtful, 
are apt to look as if they had been drawn up on somewhat too 
theoretical grounds. We cannot help thinking that Prof, de 
Koninck’s old division into three may still be the more useful. 
The Coal-measures, considering their commercial importance, and 
the great interest attaching to the peculiarities of their lie in 
Belgium, are somewhat cursorily dismissed. Nevertheless their 
chief features are described, the flora discussed with reference to 
the work of Coeinans and Crepin, and the faults, natural pits, etc., 
with reference to that of Cornet and Briart, and others. 
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The Jurassic beds of Luxemburg do not appear to have been tbe 
subject of any striking observations sinte 1868, but the Cretaceous 
rocks have yielded numerous results of importance. Thus in the 
Wealden (Aachenian) of the Bernissart Colliery we have the recent 
discovery of several entire skeletons of Tguanodons of from nine to 
ten metres in length, together with numerous remains of land and 
river Chelonians. Here also are many freshwater fishes, the specific 
determination of which is not yet completed, as well as a Wealden 
Flora, consisting chiefly, according to Count de Saporta, of marsh 
})lant8, thus contrasting with those of the same age found at La 
Louviere, which, as the late Abbe Coemans pointed out, are more or 
less Alpine in character. All these fossils occur in clay filling up a 
fissure in the Coal-measures. Tn the Meule de Bracquegnie, a forma- 
tion generally poor in fossils, Messrs. Cornet and Briart have 
succeeded in collecting some 120 specimens of Gasteropods and 
Lamellibranchs, Cephalopods and Brachiopods being remarkable 
by their absence. To the same associated geologists, and to 
Dr. Barrois, much of our improved knowledge of the subdivisions 
of the Belgian Chalk is also due. As to the Tertiary rocks which 
cover so much ground in Belgium, the mass of detailed observations 
of recent date which Dr. Mourlon has had to incorj)orate is per- 
fectly enormous. This was to be expected in the classical birth- 
l)lace of Tertiary Geology, and it is natural that the author should have 
felt it his duty to devote what, to non-Belgian readers, might appear 
almost too much space to these beds. Among the novelties in this 
department must be reckoned the application of Vanden Broeck’s 
theory of the alteration of portions of deposits by the percolation of 
rain-water to the clearing up of many interesting points in the history 
of the many subdivisions recognized in these deposits. In con- 
nexion with this subject, as in many other cases, the author has 
had access to much unpublished material placed at his disposal by 
the investigators themselves, thus adding greatly to the value of 
his book as an original work. 

The first 240 pages of vol. ii. consist of full lists of fossils from 
each formation, the rest being a complete bibliographical list of 
papers, books and maps relating to Belgian Geology. For the 
purposes of the paleontologist and the foreign “ researcher ” the 
usefulness of this part of the work cannot be overestimated. 

As a second edition is sure to be called for, it may not be amiss to 
draw Dr. Mourlon’s attention to some omissions which a hasty 
perusal of the “ Bibliography ” has revealed. English authors have 
suffered most, and we look in vain for the names of Dawkins, J. 
Geikie, Jenkins, Lebour, Simpson, and several others, some of 
whose writings bear on the geology of Belgium. The author has 
certainly not searched through the publications either of the 
Palmontographical Society of England or of the North of England 
Institute of Mining Engineers. Even the Geological Magazine 
and the Geologist are all but ignored, and the Royal Society’s 
Catalogue of Scientific Papers has not been put under contri- 
bution. 
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But fault-finding must end here, and we trust that what we have 
said before will make it evident to all interested in the rocks or 
fossils of the neighbouring continental shores that Dr. Mourlon has 
produced a work of sterling value, and one which, in the absence 
of Prof. Dewalque’s long-expected second edition of his Prodome, 
must become the vade-mecum to all scientific travellers in Belgium. 

G.A.L. 

11. — Tkxt-Book of Systematic Mineralogy. By Hilary Bauer- 
MAN, r.G.S. (London, Longmans, Green and Co., 1881.) 

T he above work on Mineralogy by Mr. Bauerman, which was 
to have formed only one volume of the ‘‘Text-Books of 
Science,” has been divided into two parts, in consequence of the 
systematic portion forming the present volume having been extended 
somewhat more than was originally intended, so that the physio- 
graphy or descriptive mineralogy will be issued as a companion 
volume. 

The geometrical properties and symmetry of crystalline forms, 
although treated in a general and sometimes original manner, occupy 
about one-half of the work, each of the six systems, their combina- 
tions and hemihedral forms being fully described, the derivation of 
the latter as well as the tetartohodral modifications are illustrated by 
shaded figures. The notations of Miller, Naumann, Weiss, Schrauf, 
and Levy are described; the faces of the crystals are marked 
according to Miller, except in the hexagonal system, where the 
Bravais-Miller method is used, but in the descriptive text the symbols 
of Weiss are sometimes noted, but those of Naumann are mostly 
given throughout. 

Comparative tables of the different notations as well as the names 
pro])Osed for the six systems by their authors would have been 
useful. The physical characters of minerals are concisely given and 
their optical and thermal properties are described at great length, 
considerable attention being directed to the subject of polarisation, 
and a table is appended showing the optical constants of the 
princi])al transparent minerals. The remaining portion of the work 
is devoted to the chemical properties of minerals, the relation of form 
to chemical composition, and the association and distribution of 
minerals. The latter may be usefully consulted as bearing on this 
interesting part of mineralogical science, as it treats in a clear and 
concise manner of the origin, alteration, pseudomorphism, and para- 
genesis of mineral substances. 

A few minor points may require revision, but the work will be 
found a useful guide to students desirous of acquiring a general 
knowledge of the subject, as well as serve as an elementary 
introduction to larger text-books, — the main objects the author Lad 
in view in preparing the present volume. 
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1. — On the Disooveuy of Coal-measures under New Red Sand- 
stone, AND ON the so-called Permian Rocks op St. Helens, 
Lancashire. 

By A. Straiiax, M.A., F.G.S. ; 
of II. M. Geological Survey. 

D uring the last few years the Coal-measures have been reached 
through the overlying New Red Sandstone in three collieries, 
and in three bore-holes, in that part of South Lancashire which lies 
between the St. Helens and Wigan Coal-fields and the River Mersey. 
The results were in some degree unforeseen, as the Trias was thinner 
than might have been expected, while it seems likely that the 
Permian formation is altogether absent. 

Ill the eastern part of this district, the Permian rocks, proved in 
the shaft at Edge Green, and identified by Mr. Binney,^ overlie the 
Coal-measures, and, the Lower Mottled Sandstone being absent, 
are succeeded by the Pebble Beds of the Bunter. To the westward 
they arc overlapped by the Pebble Beds, which then rest on the Coal- 
measures ; but proceeding in the same direction, the Lower Mottled 
Sandstone comes in, appearing first at Ashton, and extending thence 
all along the southern boundary of the Coal-field. The Permian 
rocks, after having been overlajiped for a distance of about five miles, 
were believed to reappear from beneath the Trias at St. Helens 
Junction, the evidence of this consisting in the identification by Mr. 
Binney of a bed of shale, 30 feet thick, and an underlying soft sand- 
stone about 90 feet thick, as Permian Marl and Lower Permian 
Sandstone respectively. The marl was mot with in a well, but the 
sandstone is exposed in a quarry. It is ‘‘ altogether undistinguish- 
able ” from the Lower Mottled Sandstone, as stated by Prof. Hull. 

On the strength of this appearance of 'supposed Permian rocks 
from under the Trias, it was believed that this formation was pre- 
sent under a large part of the Triassic area, and with a boundary 
approximately coinciding with that of the Trias, but that, owing to 
the unconformity of the two formations, the Permian was over- 
lapped at intervals, so as not to appear at the surface at all. 

Prom this interpretation of the country, it would have been 
expected that on sinking through the Trias towards the south, a 
more perfect development of the Permian would be found than 

^ Mem. Lit. and Phil. Soc. Trans, of Manchester, voi. xii. 


DECADE II.— VOL. YIII.— NO. X. 


28 



434 A, Strahan — Coal under New Red Sandstone. 

exists at the outcrop towards the north, where the overlap is nearly 
complete, owing to the supposed partial or entire removal of the 
Permian strata by denudation before the Trias was deposited. That 
these expectations would not have been fulfilled is shown by the 
result of the sinkings about to be described. It may be added that 
any complete examination of the rocks at the surface is 2 )revented 
by the prevalence of drift. 

In the years 1875-1878 two shafts were sunk by the Bold Hall 
Colliery Company on the southern margin of the Bold Peat Moss, 
about one mile from the outcrop of the supposed Permian Bocks at 
St. Helens Junction. 

The following is an abstract of a section of the strata supplied to 
my colleague, Mr. C. E. He Bance, F.G.S., by Mr. Harbottle, and 
published in full in the Geological Survey Memoir on the Neigh- 
bourhood of Prescot (3rd edition) : — 

foot. ins. 


Post-Glacial and Glacial . 

Lower Mottled Sandstone 

j lied marl and sandy marl 

( Ilt d mottled sandstone 

67 

9 

21 

11 

0 

0 

So-called Permian 

( Red and white metal (shale) 

\ Red sandstone 

30 

57 

4 

9 

Coal-measures 

1 Red Coal-mea.sures 

< Coal-nieasui'es 

364 

1249 

9 

6 


( Florida Mine 




It will be noticed that the shale, which was supposed to be of 
Permian age, is about the same thickness here as at the outcrop, but 
the underlying sandstone is 32 feet 3 inches thinner. 

At Collins Green about three-quarters of a mile to the north-east 
of this colliery, but about the same distance from the boundary of 
the Trias, two shafts have been sunk by the Collins Green Colliery 
Company. The following is an abstract of a section, for which I 
am indebted to the kindness of Mr. John Mercer, and which is 
given in full in the memoir mentioned above : — 


feet. ins. 

Glacial Deposits 63 7 

Pebble Beds and Lower Mottled Sandstoin; ; red and yellow sandstone 181 0 

So-called Permian | Hard dun sandstone 3 3 

( Loose brown sandstone with “ Sulphur-balls ” . , 40 8 

j lied Coal-measures 151 11 

Coal-measures . . I Coal-measures 1204 10 

( Florida Mine 


The supposed Lower Permian Sandstone shows here a further 
diminution in thickness of 13 feet 10 inches, and the red shale is 
8 feet 2 inches thinner than at the outcrop. The “ Sulphur-balls ” 
referred to in the section are spherical or slightly flattened concre- 
tions of iron pyrites. They were found in great abundance in a 
loose brown sand, composed of small perfectly rounded grains of 
quartz. On breaking open a concretion, these grains of sand are 
seen to make .up the greater portion of the material. They are 
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arranged in their original bedding planes, and held by a cement of 
iron pyrites. I was informed that the unconformity between this 
bed and the underlying Coal-measures was clearly visible in the 
shafts ; the dip of the former was at 6° to the south-east, that of the 
Coal-measures at 10° in the same direction. 


At a distance of 1 mile to the north-east, and still about the same 
distance from the boundary of the Trias, three shafts are being sunk 
by the Haydock Colliery Company, giving the following section : — 




feet. 

ins. 

CrlaoiaJ Deposits 


40 

0 

Pehhlo RckIb. 

lied saudstoTUi 

250 

0 

So-called Permian ' 

( Tied shale <ir “ soapstone ” 

9 

0 

( Hard brown sandstone 

7 

G 

Coal-measures. 

lied Coal-measures 

97 

9 


413 

3 


By the kindness of Mr. Glover, the manager of the Haydock 
Collieries, and of Mr. Burns, who was in charge of these sinkings, 
I was able to examine the lower beds of the lied Sandstone and 
their junction with the Coal-measures. The Pebble Beds in wliich 
the sinking commenced, and which are exposed on the surface chjse 
by, seemed to extend to a de])th of 291) feet from surface. Though 
pebbles were scarce, the stone contained rolled lumps of clay, and 
resembled this subdivision in its hardness and general appearance. 
The “ soapstone ” is a bed of red shale, of an ordinary Triassic type, 
sucli as is met with in the Pebble Bods or in the Lower Mottled 
Sandstone. The hard brown sandstone underneath it resembles the 
Pebble Beds in containing fragments of shale and small grit, but 
also shows the “ millet-seed ’’ grain, consisting of small round 
grains of quartz, scattered through a finer compact matrix, which is 
so often seen in the Lower Mottled Sandstone. 

The top of the Coal-measures, a bed of shale, showed signs of 
having been broken up, and redeposited, for a depth of about 3 or 4 
feet. Tho dip of the “ soapstone ” and hard brown sandstone is 
towards the east at 7'^ or 8°, that of the Coal-measures in the same 
direction at 13° or 14°. 

It seems probable that the soapstone ” of this Collierj^ is tlie 
same bed of shale that was met with in the Bold Hall and Collins 
Green Collieries, and which crops out at St. Helens Junction under 
the name of Permian Marl. A comparison of the sections at these 
four localities shows that this bed with the underlying sandstone thin 
out with great regularity in proceeding from west to east. It should 
be noticed that the attenuation takes place in the sandstone as well 
as in the marl. If they had been unconformahhj overlapped by the 
Trias, the marl would have been overlapped first, the sandstone 
retaining its thickness, except in those places where, by the removal 
of the marl in pre-Triassic times, it had been exposed to a similar 
denudation. 

Three miles to the south of St. Helens Junction, and rather 
farther from the Triassic boundary than these collieries, the Trias 
was penetrated in a bore-hole, made in search of water near Fai'n- 
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worth. The section, of which the following is an abstract, was 
supplied to me by Mr. Timmins, of- Enncorn : — 

feet, ins. 

( Fine-grained yellow and white sandstone 124 0 

< Light-green, red, and blue clay 3 0 

( Bright red sandstone 3 0 

Purple and mottled marl, with bands of limestone .. 40 04- 


Lower Mottled 
Limestone 

Coal-measures. 


170 0 

The supposed Permian rocks are therefore either altogether absent 
here or are represented by 3 feet of clay, and 3 feet of sandstone 
only, and this in a direction in which, according to the former inter- 
pretation of the country, they might have been expected to be 
present in force. 

The boundaries of these so-called Permian rocks have thus been 
traced under the Trias from their outcrop in eveiy direction. They 
rest unconformably on the Coal-measures, but there is certainly no 
unconformity between them and the Trias, the overlap being due to 
the natural thinning out of the beds, and not to their having suffered 
denudation before the Trias was deposited. Taking also into con- 
sideration that the sandstone, as stated by Prof. Hull, is “altogether 
undistinguishable ” from the Low^t Mottled Sandstone, and that the 
shale is of a type very commonly met with in the Trias, I think that 
the identification of these rocks as Permian is rendered exceedingly 
doubtful. 

Kor in my opinion is it probable that any Permian rocks are 
present under the 3Vias of South Lancashire, west of Warrington. 
The beds in the Edge Green Colliery Shaft, whicli were identified by 
IMr. Binney as Permian, appear to be absent under the Trias at 
Parkside and Winwick, two miles and a half and four miles and 
a half to the south respectively. A bore-hole at Parkside, from 
which I was shown specimens by Mr. Timmins, passed through the 


following beds : — feet. 

Pebble Beds. Bed, broA^Ti, and white sandstone, with pebbles .... 150 

/ Bed shale 32 

Lower ISfottled l Bright red and yellow sainlstone with shabi 4 feet, and 
•Sandstone, j containing eoneretions of iron pyrites towards the 

\ base *. 100 

Coal-measures. Purple and green mottled marls 5 + 


And at Winwick specimens of tlio following beds were 
by Mr. Timmins : — 


Pebble Beds. 

Lower Mottled 
Sandstone. 


Coal-measures. 


Hard sandstone, with pebbles and thin beds of shale . . 

TBed shale 

Soft sandstone 

Soft grey sandstone, with concretions of iron pyrites 

Bull-red sandstone, with hands of shale 

^ Shale 

Dark-red, green, and purple marls, with limestone . . 


296 

obtained 


feet. ins. 

229 5 

31 7 

16 6 
21 7 
31 0 

11 0 
71 0 


412 0 

These two sections commence without doubt in the Pebble Beds, 
which are well exposed on the surface in both localities. It is diffi- 
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cult to select a base-line for this sub-division, though the bright- 
coloured soft sands certainly belong to the Lower Mottled Sand- 
stone. It is interesting to find here concretions of iron pyrites in 
a similar position to those found at Collins Green. They differ 
in shape, being twig-shaped instead of spherical, but resemble them 
in consisting of sand cemented by iron pyrites. These concretions 
probably owe their origin to the action of water carrying sulphides 
in solution, rising from the Coal-measures, and meeting with the 
peroxide of iron which forms the colouring matter of the Trias. 
In both cases the rock containing them had lost its colour.^ 

The dark purple and green marls associated with limestone at 
Win wick and Farnworth, and the similar beds, but without lime- 
stone, found at Parkside, accord with those which have been long 
known in a railway cutting near Whiston. They are probably the 
equivalents of the limestone series in the Upper Coal-measures of 
Manchester, where they are associated with valuable seams of coal 
and ironstone, and are known as the Ardwick Limestones. 

The limestone found in the Winwick bore-liole was of a dull red 
colour and earthy texture, and showed a brecciated structure in parts, 
consisting of small fragments of grey limestone imbedded in a red 
earthy matrix. At Farnworth, beds of grey limestone also were 
found. Both the marls, the red eartliy and the grey limestones, 
brecciated in parts, and the purple and green marls, may be found in 
the railway cutting at Whiston, so similar in character that specimens 
from this section and from the bore-holes cannot be distinguisljed. 
In order to complete the comparison, I submitted specimens of the 
Winwick Limestone, with fragments from Ardwick and Whiston, to 
Mr. Siddall of Chester, for examination under the microscope. They 
were all found by him to contain Microconchus carbonarius, thus 
rendering the identification almost certain. The purple colour of 
the marls at these localities is due to the infiltration of colouring 
matter from the overlying Trias. It will be seen that at Bold Hjill 
this staining extended to a depth of 3G4 feet 9 inches, and at Collins 
Green to 151 feet 11 inches in the Coal-measures. 

Up to the present time, nothing further is known of these Upper 
Coal-measures in this district, as the borings, which were in search 
of water, were stopped on entering them. There is no doubt that 
they overlie the whole of the productive Middle Coal-measures of 
Lancashire. The dip of these Coal-measures along the southern 
margin of the Coal-field being generally to the south-east, and at a 
steeper angle than the Trias, they are succeeded in this direction by 
higher beds, which cropping out in the old denuded fioor of Coal- 
measures on which the Trias rests, never rise to the surface at all. 
The limestone series at Ardwick is underlain at a distance of 600 
feet by the Bradford and Clayton Coal Series, but of the beds inter- 
vening between this Coal Series and the Middle Coal-measures 
nothing is known, except that strata, of a thickness of 1678 feet, 
exposed in the valley of the Irk, belong to this part of the series. 
(Geol. Survey Memoir on Country around Oldham). There is 
reason to believe that this great mass of unproductive measures 
^ The iron having segregated out. 
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separating the Upper and Middle Coal-field may be reduced in 
thickness towards Wigan, and still further in the district under con- 
sideration, as it is known that the Middle Coal-measures lose about 
one-third of their thickness between Wigan and Prescot (Vertical 
Sections of the Geol. Survey, Sheet 61). 

It is possible, then, that future exploration may prove the existence 
at no great depth of equivalents of the Bradford and Clayton Coal- 
seams in the measures which underlie the Trias, north of the 
positions of the bore-holes where the limestone was proved, but 
south of and overlying the 1100 feet of unproductive strata met 
with in the Bold llall and Collins Green Collieries. Whether the 
seams, if they exist, are likely to prove sufficiently valuable to repay 
the cost of sinking to them must remain for the present a matter of 
speculation. The observation that the attenuation of the measures 
referred to above as taking place between Wigan and Prescot is 
accompanied by a deterioration in the quality of the coal in the same 
direction is not in favour of their doing so. In the absence of good 
coal in these beds, the great mass of unproductive measures that 
would have to be penetrated to reach the productive Middle Coal- 
measures, when added to the thickness of overlying Trias, will 
prevent the Triassic areas bordering the Mersey from becoming a 
repaying coal-field, at least until the more accessible fields have 
been more nearly exhausted than at present. 

IL — Note on the Pitchstones of Arhan. 
iJy S. Allpout, F.G.S. 

I N 1872 I published in the Geological Magazine (Vol. IX. p. 1), 
a brief account of the Arran Pitchstones, in which I figured and 
described the singularly beautiful groups of minute green crystals 
which are so characteristic of the rocks on the eastern shore of the 
island. I have since cut many additional thin slices, and have long 
been aware that my paper contains an error, which I will take the 
present oi)portunity to rectify^ The groups of crystallites to which 
I refer are described on page 2 and illustrated, Plate I. Fig. 1, and 
contain the “ long slender prisms of a green pyroxenic mineral ’’ 
there mentioned. In the last paragraph, p. 9, these green prisms 
are again mentioned, and are said to be aiigite, instead of hornblende, 
as stated by Zirkel in his description of the same rock. The grounds 
for this conclusion were twofold, the absence of dichroism, and the 
presence of undoubted crystals of augite. After pointing out that 
the pale green crystals exhibit no trace of dichroism, I added, “Unless, 
therefore, it can be shown that some hornblende is not in the least 
dichroic. the mineral in question must, on this ground alone, be 
regarded as augite.” ^ As regards the latter mineral, there can be 
no doubt whatever of its occurrence, for in addition to the crystal 
described in the paragraph just quoted, I may now add, that it is 
far from uncommon, perfectly characteristic examples having been 
observed by me in specimens from several different localities in the 
island. Having obtained on the former occasion clear proof of the 
presence of augite, I have now to admit, that there is equally strong 

^ Ov , cit , p. 9. 
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evidence that the long green crystals are hornblende. In a specimen 
from the Pitohstone vein on the Corriegills shore, many of the green, 
prisms are larger than usual, and happen to lie in positions either 
nearly or quite vertical to the plane of the slice, so that the angle 
of oo P may be readily measured ; in all favourable positions it is 
found to be a very close approximation to 124° 30'. The larger 
prisms which lie in the plane of the slice resemble crystals of 
actinolite, and, like them, are often traversed at irregular distances 
by transverse fractures. The angle of extinction is always small, 
but varies from 3° or 4° to about 15°. There can be no doubt there- 
fore that the mineral is hornblende. 

The mineral constitution of the Arran Pitchstone may now be 
regarded as definitely ascertained. The rock consists of a struc- 
tureless glass, in which aro imbedded the following minerals — two 
felspars, orthoclase and a triclinic species, bipyramidal quartz, horn- 
blende, augite and magnetite, all of which occur occasionally in more 
or less perfect crystalline forms. The glassy matrix is clear and 
colourless, but the innumerable crystallites of hornblende with which 
it is crowded impart to hand-s 2 ^ecimens their well-known shade of 
dark glossy green. 

Mason College, Birmingham. 

III. — The Basement Beds of the Cambrian in Anglesea and 
Carnarvonshire. 

By R. D. Roberts, M.A., D.Sc. (Loud.), F.G.S., 

Clare CollegtJ, CaTiihridge. 

T he following facts were observed during a visit to Anglesea and 
Carnarvonshire in company with Prof. Hughes in the early part 
of July. They still further bear out and confirm the evidence given 
in a short communication to the Geological Magazine for May, 
1881, bearing upon the position of the Twt Hill conglomerate. 
Among the arguments brought forward against the Cambrian age of 
that conglomerate, much stress has been laid upon the absence from 
it of felsite pebbles, which are so characteristic of the Cambrian 
conglomerate in the neighbourhood of Bangor. 

In the former paper I stated that fossiliferous Cambrian shales 
and sandstones had been traced down by Prof. Hughes at two or 
three points in Anglesea into a quartz conglomerate, lithologically 
not distinguishable from the Twt Hill conglomerate. We have 
now traced this conglomerate, which always passes up into brown 
sandstones that are sometimes fossiliferous, over a considerable area 
round Llanerchymedd, and found it always resting upon and following 
tlie contours of the pre-Cambrian axis. It presents variations both in 
thickness and in lithological character. In a quarry near the wind- 
mill half a mile east of Llanerchymedd, bands of conglomerate, largely 
made up of felspathic fragments, alternate with bands of pure quartz 
conglomerate of the Twt Hill type. Half-way between this quarry 
and Llanerchymedd, in a bye-road on the south side, the conglomerate 
is seen to be actually divided by a band of shale from ten to twenty 
feet thick ; the conglomerate above and below the Shales being made 
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lip of quartz pebbles. At Penygraig, near Penlon, about four miles 
south of Amlwch, a still more interesting example of variation in the 
character of the conglomerate is shown. The basement bed resting 
on the granitoid axis at Penlon presents all the characteristic features 
of the Twt Hill conglomerate. Higher up at Penygraig a band 
occurs composed almost entirely of felsite pebbles ; different parts 
therefore of the same conglomeratic series present lithological 
characters as diverse as the characters of the felsite conglomerate of 
Bangor and the quartz conglomerate of Twt Hill. Towards the 
S.W. of Anglesea the conglomerate ceases to be a quartz conglomerate 
and West of Llanfaelog is made up largely of fragments of green 
felspathic rocks. 

In thickness the variations are also considerable. At Prys Owen 
Each, IJ miles S.W. of Llanerchymedd, the conglomerate is repre- 
sented by a thin band, onl}^ a few inches thick at the base, of the 
fossiliferous brown sandstones, and resting upon the gneiss ; while 
farther to the S.W., near Llanfaelog, the thickness appears to bo 
very great. The Cambrian succession in Angelsea may be represented 
diagrammatically as follows : 

Genebauzed Section across Lowest Leds of Camrrian. 



a. Pre- Cambrian axis. 

b. Conglomerate of variable tliiclcness, sometimes a pure quartz conglomerate, 

sometimes made up of felsitic material, and sonietiuies showing alterniitions 
of bands of sandstone or slate. 

c. Erown sandstones, sometimes containing Orthkhs, 

d. Elack or grey shales, sometimes banded. 

e. Ehuik brecciated ashy-lookiiig shales with fossils. 

/. Black shales, containing GraptolitoH. 

Turning to Carnarvon the succession is seen to be precisely similar. 

At Pontseiont black shales containing Graptolites occur dipping 
S.S.E. Walking across the strike towards the Pre-Cambrian axis 
of Twt Hill, brown sandstones are met with at the entrance of the 
Twt Hill quarry, dipping S.S.E., which pass down at once perfectly 
conformably into the well-known conglomerate of quartz pebbles 
which rest against the granitoidite. 

The sequence is in every particular similar to that in Anglesea, 
both in respect to the lithological character of the several beds, and 
in their relation to the pre-Cambrian axis. No one who has studied 
the beds in Anglesea can feel a doubt as to the position of the Twt 
Hill bed. 

The resemblance between the two areas may be still farther 
followed up. 

The Twt Hill conglomerate traced from Carnarvon towards Bangor 
appears to thin put, and is not seen beyond the quarry between 
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Tygwyn and Ysyuborwen, about half a mile N.E. of Carnarvon. 
The brown grit and sandstones, however, are well exposed about 
three miles to the N.E. at Carreg Goch, dipping at a high angle to 
the S.S.E., and apparently dipping under black shales. Still farther 
north-east, but south of Llanddeiniolen, similar beds are seen con- 
taining hard bands of quartz pebbles, dipping as before S.S.E., and 
succeeded by black shaly beds. North of Llandeinidlen the con- 
glomerate becomes felsitic. The actual base of the series is not 
seen, the lowest bed exposed being a grit of quartz and felsite 
passing up into a conglomerate composed of felsite pebbles. 

This seems to furnish a parallel instance to that at Penygraig and 
Penlon, in Anglesea, referred to above, where two conglomerates 
occur, a quartz conglomerate below, and a felsite conglomerate 
above separated by quartz sandstones. 

There is, therefore, nothing exceptional in the fact that a con- 
glomerate exhibits very different lithological characters in different 
parts of even a limited area. If anything more is needed to show 
that the lithological difference between the conglomerates of Twt 
Hill and Bangor is no valid argument against the Cambrian age of 
the former, I need only state that on the shore of the Menai Straits, 
near Garth Ferry, Bangor, a band of quartz conglomerate occurs 
•high up in the Cambrian, which lithologically so closely resembles 
the Twt Hill conglomerate, that if a number of unlabelled specimens 
from the two places were mixed together, it would be extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to re-sort them. The sandstones in which 
the conglomeratic band occurs may be traced down some 400 or 500 
feet into the felsitic conglomerate which forms the base of the series 
in that area. 

It appears therefore that whatever objections there may be to 
regarding the Twt Hill conglomerate as the base of the Cambrian 
in the Carnarvon area, the stratigraphical evidence, as Prof. Hughes 
has already shown by careful mapping, is all in favour of that view. 
The identity of sequence in Anglesea and at Carnarvon constitutes 
an argument of the greatest weight, which no lithological difference 
such as the conglomerates of Bangor and Carnarvon display could 
counter-balance, even if it had not been possible to Y)arallel these 
with similar differences in other areas where no doubts as to the 
stratigraphical position of the various beds exist, 

IV. — On the Paljbozoio Kooks of North Devon and West 

Somerset, 

By W. A. E. UssHER, F.G.S. 

T he Palaeozoic rocks of North Devon and West Somerset, present- 
ing so complete a change in stratigraphical sequence and 
laeontological and lithological characters from those forming the 
Coal-basins of Somerset and South Wales and their environs, have 
long attracted the attention of geologists. The bibliography of the 
subject, which has since attained such formidable dimensions and 
embraces so many stars in the geological firmament, had been swelled 
by the contributions of early theorists ; and ere th« term Grauwacke 
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had been obliterated from our text-books, the general succession of 
the rocks had been so admirably sketched by De la Beche in his 
Eeport that, although too little quoted as an authority on the strati- 
graphy of the subject, prevalent opinion has now endorsed the correct- 
ness of the succession given by him ; and that succession, having been 
endowed with a recognized nomenclature by subsequent observers, 
now forms the basis for the discussion of a wider correlation tending 
almost to sweep away the distinguishing epithets which had been 
locally applied to its divisions. 

The comparison instituted by Mr. Weaver in 1839 between the 
rooks of North Devon and the South of Ireland opened a con- 
troversy which, after the expression of Sir K. Griffith’s opinion 
in 1842, remained tolerably quiescent till 18G5, but has since 
become an almost invariable element in the subsequent treatment 
of the subject. Prof. Jukes, in 1865, 1806, 1867, and 1868, in a 
series of papers coinmunicated to the Boy. Geol. Soc. of Ireland and 
the Geol. Soc. of London, reopened this controversy, maintaining, 
in opposition to the views of previous writers, that the Lower Culm 
Measures and Devonian rocks of North Devon were partl}^ correlative 
with the Carboniferous slates of the South of Ireland, partly with 
the Old Red Sandstone. He got rid of the obstacles to his theory pre- 
sented by the great thickness and development of the slate and grit 
series recognized by Prof. Phillips and others as Middle and Lower 
Devonian, by the insertion of a great East and West fault between 
Morthoe and Wiveliscombe ; presuming that these strata, in spite of 
strong lithological and paheontological differences, were a repetition 
of those on the south of the supposed fault, and regarding the 
Pickwell Down grits as identical with those of the Foreland Group, 
and the equivalent of the Old Red Sandstone. This view of the 
structure of North Devon being so contrary to the then accepted 
opinion of Prof. Sedgwick and Sir R. Murchison (who advocated a 
conformable descending series from the Culm Measures, substituting 
the word Devonian for Transition and Grauwacke before applied to 
it, and regarding Devonian strata as marine equivalents of the Old 
Red Sandstone), induced the latter to send Mr. Etheridge to Devon 
in 1866-7, to vindicate their views. The results arrived at were 
published in Q.J.G.S. vol. xxviii. in 1867, in the most exhaustive 
paper that the question has elicited. In it Mr. Etheridge demonstrated 
the accuracy of the classification put forward by Prof. Phillips in 
1841, and endorsed by Mr. T. M. Hall (in a lecture delivered to the 
Exeter Naturalists’ Club in 1866). He pointed out the conformity 
of the members of the descending sequence, and the absence of any 
great repeating fault, showing by palaeontological evidence that the 
Middle and Lower Devonian slates could not possibly be a repetition 
of the Upper Devonian and Lower Culm Measure slates and grits. 
Mr. Etheridge, however, admitted,^ that the Pickwell Down Series 
may be equivalent to the Welsh and Irish Upper Old Red Sand- 
stone. It may therefore be conceded that Prof. Jukes’s papers, 
although entirely at fault as to the stratigraphical and lithological 
' Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xxviii. p. 688. 
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structure of North Devon and West Somerset, established a basis 
for a more philosophical and extended classification. Prof. Hull in 
1878 sent an article to the Geol. Mag. in which he accepted Mr. 
Etheridge’s general classification, and Prof. Jukes’s correlation of 
the Pickwell Down Series with the Old lied Sandstone, but regarded 
tlie Foreland Group as equivalent to the Dingle and Glengariff grits, 
bridging over the unconformity between the latter and the Old Red 
Sandstone b3" a Marine Devonian series composed of the Morthoe 
and Ilfracombe slates and shales, the Hangman grits, and the Lynton 
grits and scliists. 

In 1879 Prof. Hull read before the Geol. Soc. of London a paper, 
in which he maintained on evidence the unconformity of the 
Glengariff grits to the Old Red Sandstone, and the overlap of 
Carboniferous strata upon them, and correlated the Glengariff 
grits with the Ludlow series of the West of England and the 
border of Wales. 

In 1880 Prof. Hull further applied his views, correlating the 
Irish section with that of Devon as proposed by him in 1878, main- 
taining the identity of the Pickwell Down Sandstones with the 
Upper Old Red and with the Psammite de Coudroz of Belgium, and 
of the Foreland Grits with the Dingle and Glengariff Beds, as 
Upper Silurian. 

Notwithstanding the vast amount of literature that has been 
written on North Devon and West Somerset, comparatively little 
attention has been paid to the stratigraphical relations of the beds 
apart from considerations of correlation with rocks elsewhere, upon 
paheon to logical grounds. Even Mr. Etheridge’s pai>er left much 
to be done in this roispect and failed to explain the changes which 
the various divisions undergo when traced from west to east, 
and more particularly left unsolved the relations and extent of 
the Lower Devonian beds. To supply this need I have neglected 
no opportunity of ascertaining the relations of the older rocks in 
North Devon whilst engaged on a survey of the superficial deposits 
on behalf of the Geological Survej^ and, having to study them in 
West Somerset with reference to the bordering Triassic districts also, 
succeeded in constructing a geological map of the area upon Sheets 
27, 2G, 20 and 21, of the Ordnance Maps. Of these, Sheets 20 and 
21 have been mai)ped in detail as w^ell as the defective topography 
would allow; but in Sheet 27, points of junction, established by 
coast work and numerous traverses up the courses of the principal 
streams, have l)een joined up. Sheet 2G contains a very small part 
of the Devonian area, and, like 27, lias not been surveyed in detail. 
An abstract of the notes made during these surveys would make a 
paper of very considerable size, the notes themselves being sufficient 
to form a monograph upon the stratigraphy of North Devon and 
West Somerset of considerable bulk. I purpose, therefore, to give 
the briefest possible outline of the results obtained, taking the 
divisions seriatim from the Foreland rocks upward. 

The divisions are as follows : — 

T S Foreland Grits. • 

Lower Devonian | Wynton Beds— Grits and Scliists. 



444 JT. A. E. Uasher—Paltsozoic Mocks of Levon and Somerset, 

( Hangman Grits. 

(Mortehoe and Ilfracombe Series). 

Slates, Shales, local Gritty Beds and Limestones. 

i Pickwell Down Grits with Slates. 

Baggy Beds— Lingula Slates, Cucullaea Grits. 

Pilton Beds — Argillaceous Slates. 

The Foreland grits occupy a superficies of about thirty square 
miles, extending a distance of seventeen miles from Countesbury 
on the west to Minehead on the east. 

They consist of very hard, generally fine-grained, siliceous, red 
brown and pale grey grits in thick beds, associated with chocolate 
red and grey, very hard, irregularly bedded, fine grits, splitting 
somewhat like marl through a network of close intersecting joints, 
etc., and very occasionally (as in the valley near Minehead church), 
assuming a shaly structure. 

The Foreland grits are thrown against the Lynton beds by a great 
fault, shown near the angle of the PWelaiid projection on the coast, 
and separated from the point by three spits of gravel beach isolated 
from the fault, and from each other, by projections of the clifi*. In 
the cliffs the fault is discernible as a thin irregular line of reddish 
earth, but in their upper and receding portion it is not distinguish- 
able from the beach, probably owing to the presence of a patch of 
Lynton beds upon the upcast side. In the beach-reefs the fault is 
evidenced in a direction from E. lo° S. to W. 10° N. ; near it. 
Foreland grits, stained buff and yellow from infiltration, form a con- 
spicuous patch of colour in the cliffs. The fault running inland by 
Countesbury Camp cuts across the bends in the West Lynn valley on 
either side of Watersineet, being shifted a little to the south, by a 
cross fault at the east end of the Camp. It runs by Hill Farm, 
Malrasmead, and Oare {vide Q.J.G.S. for Aug. 1879, p. 038, etc.). 

Patches of Lynton beds appear to rest conlbrniably upon the 
Foreland rocks, on the north side of this great junction fault at Oare, 
and probably on the east of Hall Farms, where it appears to be 
shifted by a cross fault. With the disai^pearance of the Lynton beds 
in the East Lynn valley between Oareford and Luccott Hill, it 
becomes exceedingly difficult to fix on the course of the fault, as the 
evidence of surface stones and individual sections is not sufficiently 
marked to distinguish the Foreland from the Hangman series. The 
fault appears to run from Oareford along the south slope of the 
valley from Stock Mill to Cloutsham Ball. It is probably shifted 
by a cross fault on the north of Luckham Barrows, and disappears 
under the Trias near Old Ball Farm. The Foreland grits reappear 
at Tirnberscombe ; the main fault, having been shifted to the south, 
by a cross fault along the Tirnberscombe valley, runs into the Triassic 
area near Withyconibe, passing by Bonniton (where the Foreland 
grits make characteristic rounded knoll features) and the north of 
Dunster Park. 

Rocks resembling Foreland grits occur near Parson Farm, on the 
north margin of the Quantocks, but they may be a variety of the 
Hangman series. 

Lynton Beds . — Thb Lynton beds occupy an area of about fourteen 
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square miles. They consist of neutral and dark bluish-grey, even- 
bodded grits, schistose grits and schists, with fossiliferous calcareous 
films. They pass insensibly upward into the Hangman series. 
Taking their upper boundary at the coast north of Trentishoe, it 
trends thence E.S.E., through Martinhoe, by Barbrick Mill, near 
Brendon Parsonage, along the slope of Care Oak Hill, and at the 
base of Black Barrow Down, running into the fault on the north-west 
of Luccot Hill, where the Lynton beds, near their final disappearance 
in the East Lynn valley, exhibit a perfectly conformable junction 
with the overlying Middle Devonian, or Hangman, grits. 

Hangman Grits , — The Hangman grits occupy a superficies of 
about fifty square miles. They are very variable in character, and 
frequently associated with slaty or shaly beds. The upper part of 
the division generally consists of rather coarse whitish quartzose 
grits speckled with red ; hard red and grey grits, red finely mica- 
ceous grit associated with shaly materials, often characterize the 
middle portion, whilst lilac and dull-grey grits, sometimes flaggy 
or slaty, predominate in the lower Y)ortion of the division. The 
varifibility of this division often renders the site of its faulted 
junction with the Foreland group between Luccot Hill and W'^ithy- 
combe very indefinite. The features made by the Hangman series 
are less abrupt than those of the Foreland rocks, and, unlike them, 
form graceful outlines rising in dominant depressed peaks in the 
higher districts, as in Dunkery Beacon and the Quantocks, when 
viewed from a western aspect. 

The junction of the Hangman beds with the Middle Devonian 
slate series, as shown in the cliffs of the Little Hangman Hill bound- 
ing Combe Martin Bay. forms a conformable passage through the 
presence of grits at the base of the latter. 

From the coast the junction runs by ITcdstone, on the north of 
Paracombe, at the foot of Chapman Barrows, by Oare Oak to the 
source of the Exe, and thence trends east, at the foot of Black 
Barrow Down and Godsend Moor. On the east of Luckhara Barrows 
the Hangman beds are apparently cut out by a faulted projection of 
raddled slates of the overlying series, but they are again brought up 
by the Timberscombo valley fault, and constitute the major part of 
Croydon Hill, occurring also in faulted patches on the south of it. 
They pass under the slate series at the east end of Croydon Hill. 
Hangman grits form the north part of the Quantocks, extending as 
far south as Bagborough, but bounded by faulted strips of the slate 
series between Bagborough and Crowcombe on the margin of the 
Triassic districts. On the east margin of the Quantocks the slate 
series wraps round the Hangman beds, being evidenced as far north 
as Doddington, and in the stream bed bj’' Ilolford. 

The Middle Devonian slate series occupies a superficies of about 
a hundred and seventy square miles. It forms a band averaging 
four miles in width from the Woolacombe Sands to Winsford. From 
Winsford it extends in a faulted northerly projection cutting out 
the Hangman beds between Croydon Hill and Luckham Barrows, 
It forms the whole Brendon area east, south-east, and south of 
Croydon Hill, and the southern part of the Quantocks. 
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The boundary between the Middle Devonian slates and the Pick- 
'll! Down beds has been carefully traced by me throughout the 
area, with the exception of five miles between West Down and 
Loxliore, on either side of Bittadon. Near Woolacombe northerly 
dips in tile Middle Devonian (Morte slates) would give colour to Prof. 
Jukes’s supposition of a fault; but they are speedily counteracted, 
and can only be taken to indicate a local roll or inversion in the 
beds near their junction which follows the contour. The junction 
through Smitha Park near Loxhore, is effected by a fault running 
north-west and south-east for two miles and is probably also a fault 
where it crosses the Bray Valley near Office Farm. From the coast to 
Span Head the Pick well Down beds do not apjiear to pass lithologically 
into the Middle Devonian ; but from Span Head eastward purple 
slates make their appearance at the base of the Upper Devonian, and 
form a perfect passage into the slates of the underlying series (see 
Proc. Somerset Archa?ol. and Nat. Hist. Soc. for 1879, part ii. “On 
the Geology of Parts of Devon and West Somerset north of South 
Molton, etc.,” where the nature of the Middle Devonian slate scries 
and its junction with tlie Upper Devonian between Chailacombe and 
Lype Hill has been described in detail). 

The junction extends by Withypool and Exton Hill to Blagdon 
Hill, whence, through an anticlinal structure, in part complicated by 
faults, tbe Middle Devonian slates extend westward through Brompton 
Eegis to beyond Browford Farm ; proving that the great superficial 
breadth of the Pick well scries between Dulverton Common and 
Laudacre Bridge (near Withypool) is due to flexures. The junction 
recrosses the Exe and runs along the north flanks of Haddon Down, 
Heydon Down, and Main Down Hills, finally disappearing under 
the Triassic rocks on the north of Wiveliscombe. 

Morte Slates . — Tbe upper part of the Middle Devonian slate series 
consists of greenish grey glossy slates, unfossiliferous, and containing 
much quartz ; but in the Brendon Hill area these characters are not 
persistent, the slates exhibiting bluish grey and silvery hues, and 
being frequently irregular and gritty. 

Ilfracombe Beds , — The lower part of the series is much less 
homogeneous, being composed of slates and shales with films of 
arenaceous material and irregular impersistent beds of limestone. 
The arenaceous element is strongly developed in the Quantock area 
near Enmore and Asholt, where grits are so abundant as to occasion 
some difficulty in distinguishing the base of the series from the 
Hangman division. Grits also occur on the east of Croydon Hill 
and near Cutcombe. 

Limestone bands are most numerous in the vicinity of Combe 
Martin, and on the Quantocks. Where the calcareous matter was 
distributed in thin strings or patches, it has frequently been entirely 
dissolved away, leaving a friable sandstone residuum. 

Tipper Devonian . — The Pickwell Down series occupies a superficies 
of about 85 square miles. It is composed of an upper portion of 
Indian-red-coloured slates upon red, green, and grey grits ; the lower 
beds appear to bo greenish and brownish grits, between the coast 
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and Span Head, where the basement series of purple slates makes its 
appearance. The junction between the Pickwell slates and the 
green Lingula slates of the Baggy beds is perfectly conformable, 
being well shown on the coast, and to the south of Loxhore. 

Owing to synclinal structure the Pilton and Baggy beds make a 
re-entering angular projection with the Pickwell Down series on the 
west of North Molton Eidge. The Pilton and Baggy beds occupy 
a superficies of about 105 square miles. 

The Baggy beds are composed of green slates containing Luignla, 
and brown micaceous grits and flags containing Ciicullcea. The 
brown grits extend eastward from the coast to Benton, near Stoke 
Eivers resting upon the green slates, but further east they are 
scarcely recognizable as a stratigraphical horizon, the Baggy beds 
being frequently cut out by faults between Dulverton, North Molton, 
and East Buckland. Brown grits containing Cnculicea occur above 
the green slates near Witlierwind on the south of Haddon Down ; but 
Cticullcea has been found by Mr. T. M. Hall in slaty red-brown 
grits at the base of the green slates in the vicinity of the Tone 
Valley. As grits occur in the Pilton slates, the Cncullcen zone could 
only bo distinguished by the discovery of its characteristic fossils in 
the district east of Stoke Eivers, whereas the green slates may be 
regarded as a persistent stratigraphical horizon. 

The Pilton beds consist of dull greenish and bluish-grey argilla- 
ceous slates, occasionally containing thin strips of calcareous matter 
generally dissolved away and leaving a brownish friable fossiliferous 
residuum. They contain a marked development of grits near 
BraTinton, Clayhangor, and Stawley ; grits occur also at various 
horizons in the intermediate localities. The Pilton beds being much 
plicated, the appearance of grits in them renders the detection of the 
Cuciillcea zone in the district between Dulverton and East Buckland 
very uncertain. Bands of grit running from Ilele Bridge, near 
Dulverton, toward West Anstey, and on the south of North Molton 
and north of Castle Hill, suggest anticlinal axes of the CucidlcBa zone. 

The Pilton bods make a most unsatisfactory junction with the 
Culm Measures ; they frequently exhibit contrary dips in its vicinity, 
probably due to inverted anticlinals, and the line where the junction 
should occur coincides with a strip of old alluvial land cutting across 
the present north and south courses of the streams, and in part con- 
cealed by the alluvium of the Eiver Yeo. Near Dulverton Station 
the distinction between the Pilton and Culm Measure slates appears 
to be purely paleontological, and south of Clayhanger and Stawley 
there is every reason to conclude that their junction is perfectly 
conformable ; at Morebath fault junctions complicate the relations 
of the beds. 

Igneous Bodes. — Notwithstanding the existence of Granite at 
Jjundy, and the appearance of alteration in the Lower Culm Measures 
of Coddon Hill, etc., igneous rocks are seldom met with in the 
Palaeozoic area of North Devon and West Somerset. Traces of 
igneous rock occur in the Lower Culm Measures in two or throe 
places near Fremington (Sheet 26). The junction between the 
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Upper and Middle Devonian was thought to be marked by a recon- 
structed felsitic rock exposed at Bittadon, where it occupies that 
position in the series. Professor Bonney, in a recent article in the 
Geological Magazine, pointed out the intrusive character of 
this rock as exemplified in the Bittadon section, and with his 
determination I agree. No long extended line of igneous rock is 
visible throughout the area, but in the vicinity of the horizon it 
occupies at Bittadon the rock has been observed in several places. 
I have observed it near Office Farm on the east of Bray valley (in 
Sheet 27) at the junction of the Upper and Middle Devonian ; and in 
two places in Sheet 20, between Winsford and Withil Florey, viz. at 
Armoor Farm in the \ii^per beds of the Middle Devonian slates, and 
near Farmers Farm in the Middle Devonian at some distance from 
the Upper Devonian- Boundary, its position being probably affected 
by faults. My friend Mr. Townshend Hall has kindly furnished 
me with the following additional localities in Sheet 27, viz. between 
Ashelford and Honeywell Farms, where the felsite was exposed in 
a well section and road cutting at the junction of the Upper and 
Middle Devonian ; and at Smitha Park in the upper bods of the 
!Middle Devonian near their faulted junction with the Upper 
Devonian on the east of Loxhore. Sir B. Chichester informed Mr. 
Hall that he had met with the felsite at Arlington. Between 
Cockercomb and Adscombe on the Quantocks, Sheet 20, a fine 
quarry exposes a patch of greenish trap ash rock apparently in 
faulted basement beds of the Middle Devonian slate series at their 
junction with the Plangnian grits. 

In Hestercomb Park (south part of the Quantocks) a patch of 
syenite occurs in the upper part of the Middle Devonian slate series. 

Y. — On some Points in the Mokpiiology of the EnABDOPHORA. 

By John Hopkinson, F.L.S., F.G.S. 

P EOFESSOE M‘COY, in his “British Palseozoic Fossils” (1854), 
speaks of transverse diaphragms being present at the base or 
proximal termination of the calycles (hydrothecae) of certain grap- 
tolites, dividing the calycles from the common canal or perisarc. No 
further allusion appears to have been made to the presence of any 
diaphragms or septa until in 1868 the writer mentioned (Joum. 
Quek. Micros. Club, vol. i.) having observed “an impressed line 
between the hydrothecae and the periderm ” (perisarc), which was 
compared with that “ at the base of the hydrothecae in the Sertula- 
riadae.” More recently Professor Allman (Monogr. Tubularian 
Hydroids, 1872), not admitting the presence of any septum or con- 
striction, has compared the calycles of the Ehabdophora to the nema- 
tophores of the Plumularidm. 

A few days ago I examined an extensive collection of grap- 
tolites made by Mr. W. Kinsey Dover from the Skiddaw Slates, 
amongst which are a few specimens from Falcon Crag showing 
internal structure, most clearly seen in Didymograptua nitidua and 
patulua, and Tetmgraptua aerra. In several specimens of these 
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species the thecsa are seen to be separated from the perisarc 
by a distinctly-marked septum. The perisarc is, moreover, in 
specimens of all the three species, seen to be jointed, or crossed 
by transverse septa, there being one septum to each theca. The 
appearance is therefore that of a common perisarc divided into 
chambers, from each of which a single isolated hydrotheca is pro- 
duced. These appearances are not confined to the graptolites of the 
Skiddaw Slates, having been noticed in well-preserved specimens . 
from the Ludlow Itocks, and, though not so clearly, in specimens 
from the Lower Silurian Hocks of the South of Scotland. 

I have been led to adopt the following conclusions : — that it is 
owing to the imperfect state of preservation in which graptolites 
usu.illy occur that the septa are not more frequently seen ; that 
the true interpretation of the appearances presented is that the septa, 
wliich seem to completely cut off the hydrothecaa from the perisarc, 
and the sections of the perisarc from each other, only partially do so, 
as in the recent Thecaphora ; and that these specimens show that 
the calyclcs of the graptolites are true hydrothecoe, and do not in 
any way invalidate the conclusion arrived at from previous investi- 
gations into the morphology of the Hhabdophora that they are the 
Palmozoic representatives of the recent Hydroida. 

In Mr. Dover’s collection there are also many branches of Didymo- 
grapti and Tetragrapti about a foot in length, some showing no signs 
of termination at either end. 

VI. — The Glaciation of the Siietlands.^ 

By David Milne Home, F.B.S.E., F.G.S. 

I HAVE read with interest, the reply by Messrs. Peach and 
Horne in the August Number of the Geological Magazine, to 
my criticisms on their theory, that the glaciation of the Shetlands is 
due to a mer de glace from Scandinavia. 

Will you kindly allow to me space in your Magazine, to acknow- 
ledge the coui’teous terras in which these gentlemen have discussed my 
criticisms, and to notice, for the information of your readers, the three 
points on which, as it appears to me, the controversy finally turns. 

]. I demurred to the remarkable statement, that, when this gigantic 
mer de glace abutted” on the Shetlands, coming from the N.E., it 
^‘swurig” or veered'’ round to the N.W. and N.N.W., thus changing 
its course into one more than a right angle to its previous course. 

The explanation of this phenomenon, given by Messrs. Peach and 
Horne, was, that thereby “ it would follow the path of least resist- 
ance ” (p. 809). 

I answered, that if a mass of ice, alleged to be 6000 feet thick 
and 200 miles wide, could be deflected from its course, by this small 
cluster of islands, into a new path, viz. “the path of least resistance,” 
that path must have been “ along the eastern seaboard of the group, 
in a direction S. by W., and not across the islands in a N.W. 
direction.” 

^ Being rejoinder to Messrs. Peach and Horne’s reply to Mr. Milne Home’s 
criticisms. • 

DECADE II.— VOL. Till.— NO. X. 
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What is Messrs. Peach and Home’s reply ? ** The deflection along 
the eastern seaboard, suggested by Mr. Milne Home, is what we 
believe to have been the case.” “ But eventually the pressure of the 
advancing mass was sufficient to compel it to override even the 
highest hills ; and on reaching the mainland, having surmounted the 
resisting high ground, it naturally (sic) veered round to the west ” 
(p. 369). 

But towards what direction would ‘‘ the advancing mass,” coming 
along the eastern seaboard, be pressing? What was there to cause 
it to leave the path of least resistance ” it had taken, and swing 
round in order to ** surmount the high ground of the mainland ” ? 

The pressure of the mighty mass, advancing from the N.E., or 
rather from N. by E., along the eastern seaboard, would retain it in 
that course, and cause it to avoid any traverse of the islands. 

Messrs. Peach and Horne, seeing this, call in the aid of “ Scotch 
ice moving in a N.W. direction, Avliich (they say) must have had 
a considerable influence in deflecting the Scandinavian mer de glace 
to the N.W.” (p. 370). 

Where this Scotch ice came from, is not explained ; — and of its 
existence, not the slightest evidence is given. But it is not in the 
least likelj^ that any paltry mass of ice generated in the north of 
Scotland could, by passing into the North Sea, and encountering the 
Scandinavian monster moving along the Shetland seaboard, have 
power to turn it, and force it into another course at right angles 
to its previous course. 

IT. The evidence on which Messrs. Peach and Horne seek to show 
that their wer de glace was again deflected, and made to cross the 
islands in a N.W. direction, consists of boulders and rock striations, 

1. In regard to boulders, manj'^ of which (it was said) were 
“carried from the lower to the higher levels ; — indeed carried to the 
highest hills,” in virtue of “ the westerly movement of the great mer 
de glace (p. 804), I asked: — 

(1). Whether “the effect of such an agency would not rather be 
to sweep off from ridge and hill-top every particle of rubbish, and 
leave no boulders on them ? ” (p. 211). 

To this inquiry, Messrs. Peach and Horne reply, “that some of the 
boulders were borne forward in the ground moraine ; while others 
became fixed in the lower portion of the ice-sheet, and were likewise 
carried forward by the advancing mass. As the ice melted back- 
wards, the rocks and angular debris were stranded at the localities 
where we now find them, except where displaced by later move- 
ments ” (p. 372). 

Boulders can no doubt be “carried forward” by a mass of ice; but 
if left by the ice, when either “advancing” or “melting backwards,” 
it would not be on ridges or hill-tops, but in the valleys through or 
over which the ice passed. 

But the Shetland group consists of islands, separated by sea 
sounds, some of them many fathoms deep and many miles wide. 
Across these sounds, as well as the islands, the mer de glace is said 
to have passed and in doing so, any boulders carried by it must 
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have been left in the depths of these sounds, instead of being 
“ carried to the hills.” 

(2) . Messrs. Peach and Home, in their original paper, laid great 
stress on the fact that all the boulders, and especially those on the 
west shores of the islands, came from the eastward. No reference 
was made to boulders which previous observers had discovered, and 
had traced to quarters quite at variance with the alleged course of 
the mer de glace. 

These boulders are on Papa Stour, Foula, Hilswick, and Roeness. 
In no case, do Messrs. Peach and Horne deny that these boulders 
exist, or dispute that they came in the directions pointed out. 

Messrs. Peach and Horne do not and cannot say, that they could 
have been transported by their mer de glace. Their Memoir and 
Map alike forbade such a suggestion. A difi’erent agency altogether, 
therefore, must be thought of for them. 

(3) . Then there is the distinct record of observations by Mr. 
Peach (senior), which are equally at variance with the mer de glace 
theory. True, Mr. Peach has been so obliging as to grant a letter 
stating that he has now changed his opinion as to the direction of 
the drift in Unst, {71 consequence of haring since seen and thought 
moi'e of the glaciation of Scotland. His opinion he was at liberty to 
change. His publislied record of facts he cannot, and I am sure 
will not change ; and it is one of these facts that, when he ascended 
Hoog Hill, he found “ the W.N.W. end vertical and polished to the 
depth of at least 500 feet and which W.N.W. end, he afterwards 
describes as “ the sioi'm side of the hill,” which had “ evide7itly 
resisted a portion of the destroyer, and turned the greater part of, on 
its western flank.” 

These are facts about which a man of Mr. Peach’s experience, in- 
telligence, and scrupulous accuracy, could not bo mistaken ; and these 
facts are also entire! 3^^ in discordance with the Scandinavian theory, 
and the statements of Messrs. Peach and Horne. 

(4) . I hope these gentlemen will forgive me for sa3dng, that I am 
amused at their adducing the testimony of Mr. Milne Home regard- 
ing Norwegian boulders in Shetland,” — implying that I had attested 
the presence of such boulders there, Messrs. Peach and Horne, on 
referring to the Report of the Edinburgh Royal Society Boulder 
Committee, must no doubt have perceived, that the schoolmaster who 
wrote to the Committee about boulders in Bressay, merely mentioned 
that “ they were conjectured to have come from Norwa3\” Messrs. 
Peach and Horne must have felt rather hard up for support to their 
theory, when they adduce a conjecture by some unknown Shetlander, 
as “the testimony of Mr. Milne Horae.” 

2. Having now adverted to the evidence which boulders afford of 
“ the (alleged) movement of an ice-sheet across the islands from the 
North Sea to the Atlantic” (p. 790), I next notice the help sought 
to be obtained from rock striations. 

(1). In my original paper, I stated that I placed little value on 
stricB, unless they themselves indicated the direction in which the 
striating agent had moved. Thus, in reference to N.W. and S.E. 
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markings, which Messrs. Peach and Horne founded on as indicating 
a movement from the S.E., 1 observed, that “ the evidence to sliow 
that the movement was from the B.E., and not from the N.W., was 
not given” (Address 35). 

Messrs. Peach and Horne expressed surprise at this remark, as the 
boulders, being in their o])inion transported by the same agent which 
striated the rocks, alforded the evidence asked for. 

What I meant was, that not unfrequently stricB themselves indicate 
by their incision on the rock, which end had first been formed. 
Where a striation shows a wide or deep marking at one end, and a 
gradual disappearance towards the other end, the presumption is 
that the striating agent had begun its work at the first-mentioned 
end. 

Not one of the striations mentioned b 3 ^ Messrs. Peach and Horne 
appeared to have presented these indications, and therefore I at- 
tached little value to them. Accordingly, after adverting to what 
I supposed to be the true bearings of those mentioned by Mr. Peach 
{senior), I went on to 6 a 3 % that the more material point was, 
that Mr. Peach, when he discovered which was the “ polished ” and 

storm ” side of Heog Hill, at once saw the direction in which the 
agent had moved, carrying the drift and striating the rocks. 

(2.) Messrs. Peach and Horne have pointed out that, in converting 
Mr. Peach’s magnetic into true bearings, I committed an arithmetical 
mistake. I admit and regret it. Mr. Pefich’s bearings having been 
W.N.W. — I should have stated the true bearings to be E. and W., 
and not N.W. 

But the mistake is wholly immaterial, and indeed irrelevant, as 
regards the question at issue, which is, whether the drift came across 
the Island of Unst from the eastward or from the westward. Messrs. 
Peach and Horne, alike in Ma^J and Memoir, assert that it came 
from the eastward. Mr. Peach (senior) saw what satisfied him that 
it came from the westward. Messrs. Peach and Horne admit this, 
when (in their last paper) the}’ say (p. 365), “The ice which pro- 
duced these markings, must have come from east or west. Mr. 
Peach inferred that the movement had been from the west.” 

That is sufficient for my argument. It is not of the slightest 
consequence, whether the movement was from due W., or W.N.W. , 
or N.W. ; and therefore I was less careful in calculating the exact 
westerly bearings. 

(3.) Another circumstance is now mentioned by Messrs. Peach and 
Horne in their last paper, which shows how little reliance is to be 
placed on the direction of the striations observed by them. They 
state that in the Island of Unst, “ as there was a strong local deflec- 
tion of the compass, amounting to about 25°, the proper direction of 
the striations was obtained from a party of the Ordnance Survey, who 
were at work near the spot at the time they were noted ” (p. 366). 

This seems to me a circumstance seriously affecting the dependence 
to be placed on any of the striations recorded by Messrs. Peach and 
Horne. How they discovered the fact of there being a local com- 
pass deflection at the place named, is not explained. But similar 
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large tleflections may exist elsewhere, and without these gentlemen 
having been aware of them. 

Before concluding these remarks on the subject of rock striations, 
may I venture to suggest, that there should be a re-examination, with 
the view of ascertaining whether many, or any of them, give indica- 
tions of the ends which were first cut in the rock. During the last 
two years, I have found many examples, notice of which may be 
seen in the Eeports of the Edinburgh Royal Society Boulder Com- 
mittee. If the deepest incisions in the Western Islands of the Shet- 
lands are at the S.E. ends, they will verifj^ the views of Messrs. 
Peach and Horne. If at the N. W. ends, they will justify the doubts 
and criticisms which I have presumed to offer. 

III. On a review of the whole evidence which Messrs. Peach and 
Horne have adduced in support of the Scandinavian mer de glace 
theory, I have only to say, that the more the matter is discussed, the 
more difficult it appears to me to support it. 

The idea of an .immense mass of ice, with an alleged thickness of 
6000 feet, a length of 400 miles, and 200 miles in width, sliding 
over the bottom of the North Sea, and whenever it reached the Shet- 
lands, swinging out of its natural course, to follow a new path at 
right angles to its previous course, seems to me utterly inconsistent 
alike with precedent and principle ; and the evidence by which 
this phenomenon is sought to be establislied, as might have been 
anticipated, entirely fails. The boulders, instead of showing trans- 
port in accordance with the supposed inarch of this mer de glace, 
show transport irreconcileable with it. The rock striations founded 
on are also so discoi’dant, that I must express my surprise at the 
assertion of Messrs. Peach and Horne that ‘‘ the islands have been 
grooved and ‘-striated in one determinate direction” (p. 808). On 
tile contrarj^ it seems to me undeniable that the directions of the 
striaa, not only on the different islands, but on the same island, and at 
places not far from one another, are most diverse and contradictor}" ; 
some proof of which is afforded by the ingenious but inadmissible 
conjectures offered to explain them. 

In short, it appears to me that the circumstances brought out by 
the Memoirs of Messrs. Peach and Horne, have made out a very 
strong case for the theory of floating ice moved by tides and winds, 
as in that way it is ])Ossiblo to explain how fragments of rock were 
carried from one island to another, and at the same time striations 
made on the rocks in different directions. 

There are, however, strong grounds for believing that at the time 
of the Boulder transport, a current jire vailed in the North Atlantic 
from the N.W., and therefore I am not surprised that the striations 
of the rocks on the western seaboard of the Shetlands should run in 
a direction N.W. and S.E., as Messrs. Peach and Horne state. 

That also is the direction of the striae in the Hebrides, and on the 
coasts of Argyllshire facing the Atlantic; — and in all these cases 
the striating agent has been shown to have come from the N.W. 

In concluding my review of these Memoirs, I wish in all sincerity 
to repeat my regret, should Messrs. Peach and Horne feel annoyed 
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at the doubts I have expressed, and which I still entertain, as to 
the soundness of their speculations. In the interest of geological 
science, it is desirable, when new and startling theories are pro- 
pounded, for which public acceptance is claimed, and especially when 
emanating from quarters entitled to respect, that some one should 
step forward to weigh the evidence on which these theories rest. 
Though there are many others who would have discharged this 
duty much more satisfactorily than myself, still it seemed to me not 
incompatible with the position I have the honour to hold as 
President of the Edinburgh Geological Society, to undertake that 
duty. 


VII. — On some Differences between the London and Berlin 
Specimens referred to Auchjeopteryx, 

By Prof. H. G. Seeley, F.E.S., etc. 

(PLATE XII.) 

I N drawing attention to some characters of the Berlin Archceopteryx, 
it should be stated that I only know that specimen from a photo- 
graph taken before the slab was fully developed; and therefore while 
I believe the following results to be trustworthy as indicating specilic 
and it may be generic difierences, it is possible they may hereafter 
be slightly modified. 

As stated by A^ogt, the Berlin slab is ith smaller than the London 
slab ; assuming the photograph to be of natural size, the following 
measurements may demonstrate the nature of the relation between 
the two specimens. The femur measures in the Berlin slab 4'8 centim. ; 
in the London slab 6 centim., so that the London specimen is ith 
longer. The tibia in the Berlin slab measures 6*8 cm. ; in the London 
slab it is 8 cm. Therefore in the latter the femur is ^ths the length 
of the tibia ; but if this proportion obtained in the Berlin specimen, 
the femur would have measured 5T cm. ; hence the second specimen 
is slightly longer-legged. In the metatarsus the difference is nearly 
l.th, for the Berlin animal measures 3*5 cm., and the Ijondon type 
4-4 cm. The digits of the Berlin specimen measure respectively 
1*5 ; 2*9 ; 3T cms. ; the measurements in the London specimen 
are 1*7 ; 3*5 ; and 4*5 cms. ; so that the longest digit of the London 
slab is more than a third longer than the corresponding digit of the 
Berlin slab. Hence in the latter animal the foot is relatively shorter 
and the drumstick relatively longer. 

In the fore-limb the Berlin humerus measures 5*9 cm., the London 
humerus 7 cm. ; the difference is between a sixth and a seventh. The 
Berlin ulna measures 5*1 cm. ; the London ulna 6*7 cm. ; the 
difference is a little less than a fourth, but while the Berlin humerus 
is about a seventh longer than the ulna, the London humerus is only 
about a twenty-third longer than the ulna. This difference is more 
marked than that between the tibia and femur, and shows that the 
fore-arm was relatively longer in the Berlin animal. The difference 
in the metacarpus is about one-fifth, the Berlin measurement being 
2*7 cm., the London measurement 3*4 cm. Only two digits can be 
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compared ; in the London slab they measure 2*5 cm. and 2*9 cm. ; 
in the Berlin slab 1*7 and 2*8, but the longest Berlin digit is 4*3 cm.; 
so that notwithstanding its smaller size the Berlin animal appears to 
have had digits as long as the London specimen. The Berlin scapula 
measures 4 cm. and may be imperfect ; the London scapula is 
4*2 cm. The London ilium is 4*3 cm. long, in the Berlin slab it 
does not appear to exceed 3 cm. The ribs appear to be longer in the 
Berlin slab, some measuring 4*8 cm., while the longest in the London 
slab is 3*7 cm. 

The Berlin tail measures 16*5 cm., and appears to include 21 
vertebrm ; the London tail measures 20*8 cm., and appears to include 
23 vertebrae, of which the first 9 have transverse processes. The 
London animal jnobably had o sacral and 8 dorsal vertebras, with a 
length of 8*5 cm., though number and length are uncertain. In the 
Berlin animal the length of this region is 8*5 cm. Vogt counts .10 
in the back. The neck is imperfect in the London slab, the vertebras 
lie in curve, five at least are preserved ; a centrum measures 1 cm. 
In the Berlin slab the neck measures about 6*8 cm. Vogt estimates 
8 vertebrae, but there are probably more. The head of the London 
animal as preserved measures 4 cm. in length ; the Berlin head to 
the occipital articulation is 4*7 cm., and to the limit of the occipital 
crest about 6*1 cm. These differences are su^^ported by details in the 
forms of the bones, which also prove the species to be distinct. 

i^oa?iOE;s OIF isdiEisdzoiiRS- 

I. — British Association for the Advancement op Science, 
Fifty-First Meeting, 31 st August, 1881. 

[Sir John Lubkock, Bart., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S., etc., PresidentJ] 

I. — Titles of Papers Head in Section C. (Geology). 
President: Professor A. C. Hamsay, LL.D., F.R.S., etc. 

Address by the President. (See p. 459.) 

Prof, E. JTull, LL.D., F.R.S. — On the Lauren tian Beds of Donegal 
and of other parts of Ireland. 

G. H. Kinnhan, M.B.LA . — On the Lauren tian Rocks of Ireland.^ 

C. Moore, F.G.S. — Life in Irish and other Laurentian Rocks. 

A. a. Hunt, M.A., F.G.S . — On the Occurrence of Granite in situ 
about 20 miles S.W. of the Eddystone. 

Professor J. Prestwick, M.A,, F.R.S, — Some observations on the 
causes of Volcanic Action. 

Professor W. J. Sollns, M.A., F.G.S. — The connexion between the 
Intrusion of Volcanic Rocks and Volcanic Eruptions. 

Baldwin Latham, M. Inst. C.E., F.G.S. — On the Influence of Baro- 
metric Pressure on the Discharge of Water from Springs. 

J. E. Clark, B.Sc. — Glacial Sections at York. 

G. W. Lamplugh . — On the Bridlington and Dimlington Glacial Shell 
Bed. 

J. R. Mortimer , — On Sections of the Drift obtained by the new 
drainage works of Driffield. ^ 

^ See Geol. Mao. Sept. p. 427. 
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A, G, Cameron , — On Subsidences over the Permian Limestone 
between Hartlepool and Ripon. 

J, D. Kendall, — The Glacial Deposits of West Cumberland. 

Professor H, G, Seeley, F.R,S , — On Simosaurus pusillus (Fraas), and 
the evolution of Plesiosaurus. 

Professor H, G, Seeley, F,R.S . — On a restoration of Archaeopteryx, 
with remarks on differences between the two specimens. (See 
p. 454.) 

Professor P, M, Duncan, F.R.S . — On Asferosmilia Read?, a new Species 
of Coral from the Oligocene of Brockenhurst. 

Professor J. Presticich, M.A., F,R.S, — On the strata between the 
Chillesford Beds and the Lower Boulder Clay — “The Mundesley 
and Westleton Beds.” 

Professor J. Presticich, M.A,, F.R.S, — On the Extension into Essex, 
Middlesex, and other inland counties of the Mundesley and 
Westleton Beds, in relation to the Age of certain Hill Gravels, 
and of some of the Valleys of the South of England. (See p. 4GG.) 

P, B, Poidton, M,A, — A Prelirninaiy Report of the working (now in 
progress) of Dowkerbottom Cave, in Craven. 

C. E. De Ranee. — Report on the Circulation of Underground Waters. 

W. JI. Baily . — Re])ort on the Tertiary Flora of the Basalt of the 
North of Ireland. 

E. Wethered. — On the Formation of Coal. (See p. 4G9.) 

Professor W. C, Williamson, F.R.S, — Preliminary Remarks on the 
Microscopic Structure of Coal. 

W. Cash . — Some Remarks on the Halifax Hard Seam. 

Jos. Spencer . — Reseaidies in E^ssil Botany. 

Jas. Spencer . — Notes on Astro^nijelon and its root. 

W. A. E. TJssher. — On the Palaeozoic Rocks of North Devon and 
West Somerset. (See p. 441.) 

Professor E. Hull, F.R.S . — The Devono-Silurian Formation. 

Rev. E. Hill, M.A. — On Evaporation and Eccentricity as Cofactors in 
the causes of Glacial l^eiiods. 

A. Strahan . — On the Discovery of Coal-measures under New Red 
Sandstone, and on the so-called Permian Rocks of St. Helen’s, 
Lancashire. (See p. 433.) 

E. B. Tawney, M.A. — On the Upper Bagshot Sands of Hordwell 
Cliffs, Hampshire. 

Rev. H. W. Crosskey . — Report on the Erratic Blocks of England, 
Wales, and Ireland. 

G. R. Vine. — Report on Fossil Polyzoa. (See p. 471.) 

J. R. Dakyns, M.A . — On “ Flots.” 

P. U. Carpenter, M.A . — Remarks on the Structure and Classification 
of the Blastoidea. (See p. 464.) 

P. H. Carpenter, M.A. — On the Characters of the Lansdowne Encri- 
nite, Mille?'icrin?i8 Praitii, Gray. (See p. 4GG.) 

A, Strahan, M.A . — On the Lower Keuper Sandstone of Cheshire.^ 

E. Wilson. — On a Discovery of Fossil Fishes in the New Red Sand- 
stone of Nottingham. 

^ See Geol. Mao. September, p. 396. 
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E. Wlhon. — On the Khsetics of Nottinghamshire. (See p. 4G4.) 

W. T, Blanford, F.R,S. — ^The Great Plain of Northern India not an 
Old Sea Basin. 

W. King, B.A. — On Gold in Southern India, and the Quartz Outcrops. 

11. Bussell. — On the Geology of the Island of Cyprus. 

Professor E. Hull, LL.D., F.B.S. — Observations on the two types of 
Cambrian Beds in the British Isles (the Caledonian and the 
Iliberno-Cambrian), and the conditions under which they were 
respectively deposited. 

Professor T. McK. Hughes, M.A. — On the Lower Cambrian of 
Anglesea. 

Professor T. McK. Hughes, M.A. — On the Gnarled Series of Holy- 
head and Amlwch in Anglesea. 

Professor W. J. Sollas, M.A. — The Subject-matter of Geology and 
its Classification. 

J. W. Davis. — An Account of the Exploration of the Ea3^gill Fissure 
in Lothersdale, Yorksliire. 

J. W. Davis. — On Diodoutopsodus, a new genus of Fossil Fishes 
from the Mountain Limestone of Yorkshire. 

J, W. Davis. — On the Zoological Position of the genus Petalorhynchus, 
Agass., Fossil Fishes from the Mountain Limestone. 

Professor John Milne — Report on the Earthquakes of Japan. 

Professor John Milne and Thomas Gray, B.Sc. — A Contribution to 
Seismology. 

Professor A. S. Herschel, M.A., and Professor G. A. Lehour, M.A . — 
Report on tlie Thermal Conductivities of certain Rocks, showing 
especiall}^ the Geological Aspects of the Investigation. (Read 
also before Section A.) 

W. Topleij. — On an International Scheme of Colours for Geological 
Maps. 

J. A. Phillips, F.B.S. — The Origin of Desert Sandstone. 

IF. Keeping, M.A. — On the Glacial Geology of Central Wales. 

J. Hopldnson. — On some points in the Morphology of the Bhahdo- 
phora, or true Graptolites. (See p. 448.) 

TL Slopes . — On some Ores and IMinerals from Laurium, Greece. 

C. E. De Bance. — Notes on tlie Cheshire Salt Field. 

J. E. Marr. — On some Sections in the Lower Palceozoic Rocks in the 
Craven District. 

2. — Titles op Papeus, Bearing upon Geology, read in other 

Sections. 

Section A. — Physical Science. 

Dr. S. Haughton. — On the Effects of Gulf Streams upon Climates. 

Professor Schuster. — Report of Committee on Meteoric Dust. 

J. N. Shoolbred. —Report of Committee on Tidal Observations in the 
English Channel and the North Sea. 

Professor Everett. — Report of Committee on Underground Tempera- 
ture. 

T. Fairley, — On the Blowing Wells at Northallerton. (Read also 
before Section B.) • 
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Sir TFm. Thomson, — On the Thermodynamic Acceleration of the 
Earth’s Eotation. 

Section B. — Chemical Science. 

I. Lowthian Bell, F,B,S, — On the Occlusion of Gaseous Matter by 

Fused Silicates at high temperatures, and its possible connexion 
with Volcanic Agencies. 

W, Lant Carpenter, B.A,, B,Sc . — On the Siliceous and other Hot 
Springs in the Volcanic Districts of the North Island of New 
Zealand. 

F. n, Veley, B.A. — The Oxides of Manganese. 

*7. Y, Buchanan, — On Manganese Nodules and their Occurrence on 
the Sea Bottom. 

E. Divers, M,D , — Note on the Sodium Alum of Japan. 

E, Divers, M.D, — Note on the Occurrence of Selenium and Tellurium 
in Japan, 

E, Divers, M.D , — Note on the Chrome Iron Ore of Japan. 

J. A. Wnnhhjn, — Note on the Phosphates of Lime and Ammonia, 

W. Galloway. — On Colliery Explosions. 

C, F. Cross, B.Sc., and E. J. Bevan. — Cellulose and Coal. 

J, L, Fhipson, — On the New Metal Actinium. 

Section D. — Biology. 

B, J. Ussher, ^lieport on the Caves and Kitchen-middens at Cap- 
pagh, Co. Waterford. 

Professor 0. C, Marsh . — Jurassic Birds and their Allies. 

General Piti-Eivers, F.R.S. — On the Discovery of Flint Implements 
in Stratified Gravel in the Valley of the Nile, near Thebes. 

Thomas Hicks and IF. Cash. — On a Fossil Stem from the Halifax 
Coal-measures. 

H, Slopes. — Traces of Man in the Crag. 

Professor T, McK. Hughes and A. Williams Wynn . — On the Age of 
the Deposits in the Caves of Cefn, near St. Asaph, with special 
reference to the date of Man’s First Appearance in them. 

Henry Seaton Harland. — On Prehistoric Flints, etc., lately found 
whilst excavating on the New Line of Kailway from Pickering 
to Scarborough. 

Section E. — Geography. 

W. Lant Carpenter, B.A., B.Sc , — On the Hot-Lake District, and the 
Glaciers and Fjords of New Zealand. 

Commander V. L, Cameron, B.N . — Recent Visit to the Gold Mines 
of the West Coast of Africa. 

Section G. — Mechanical Science. 

Joseph Lucas. — On an Organization for the Systematic Gauging of 
the Wells, Springs, and Rivers of Great Britain. 
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II. — British Association for the Advancement op Science. 
Jubilee Meeting, York. Address to the Geologicsal Section 
by the President, A. C. Eamsay, LL.D., P.R.S., etc., Director- 
General of the Geolgical Survey, September 1st, 1881. 

On the Origin, Progress, and Present State of British Geology, 

ESDECIALLY SINCE THE FiRST MbETING OP THE BRITISH ASSOCIA- 
TION AT York in 1831. 

J N the year 1788, Hutton published his first sketch of his ‘‘Theory 
of the Earth,” afterwards extended and explained by Playfair 
in a manner more popular and perspicuous than is done in Hutton’s 
own writings. In this grand work, Hutton clearly explains that the 
oldest known strata, like their successors, are derivative, and tliat as 
far as observation can discover, in all geological time, “ we find no 
vestige of a beginning, and no sign of an end.” The complement 
to this far-seeing observation was at length brought about by William 
Smith, in his original “ Geological Map of the Strata of England and 
Wales” in 1815, followed, in 1816, by his “Strata Identified by 
Organized Fossils.” This great discovery, for such it was, threw a 
new light on the liistory of the earth, proving what had before been 
unknown, that all the “ Secondary” formations at least, from the Lias 
to the Chalk inclusive, contained each a set of distinctive fossils by 
which it could be recognized. A law was thus provided for the 
identification of formations which geographically are often widely 
separated from each other, not only in England in the case of minor 
outliers, but also easily applicable to great areas on the neighbouring 
continent of Europe. 

In 1811, the first volume of the “Transactions” of the Geological 
Society was published, and in 1826-27, there appeared the first 
volume of the “ Proceedings,” the object being to communicate to 
the Fellows as promptly as possible the proceedings of the Society 
“ during the intervals between the appearance of the several parts of 
the Transactions.” The last volume of the “ Transactions ” contains 
memoirs read between the years 1845-1856, and only four volumes 
of the “ Proceedings ” appeared between the years 1826 and 1845 
inclusive, after which the title of the annual volume was changed to 
that of the “ Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society.” The 
Geological Society, to which the science owes so much, was therefore 
in full action when the British Association was founded in 1831, and 
the memoirs read before the Societ}^ from 1831 to this date may be 
said to show generally the state of British geology during the last 
fifty years. To this must be added the powerful influence of the 
first (1830) and later editions of Lyell’s “Principles of Geology,” a 
work which helped to lay the foundations of those researches in 
Physical Geology which both in earlier and later years have attracted 
so much attention. 

Fifty years ago in this city. Viscount Milton was President of the 
first meeting of “ The British Association for the Advancement of 
Science,” which he explained had for its chief object “ to give a 
stronger impulse and more systematic direction to scientific inquiry.” 
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In his address, he pointed out the numbers of Philosophical Societies 
which by degrees sprung up in all parts of the kingdom ; and the 
l)racticability, through the means of the Association, “ including all 
the scientific strength of Great Britain,” “ to point out the lines in 
which the direction of science should move.” 

In that year, 1831, Professor Sedgwick was president of the 
Geological Society, and the Geological and Geographical Committee 
of the British Association recommended that geologists sliould 
examine the truth of that part of the theory of Elio de Beaumont, 
in its application to England, Scotland, and Ireland, which asserts 
that the lines of disturbance of the strata assignable to the same age 
are parallel ; that Professor Phillips be recpiested to draw up a 
systematic catalogue of all the organized fossils of Great Britain and 
Ireland; and that Mr. Robert Stevenson, Civil Engineer, be re- 
quested to prepare a report upon the waste and extension of the land 
on the east coast of Britain, and the question of the permanence of the 
relative level of the sea and land. 

In 1881 it seems strange to us that, in 1831, with William Smith's 
map of “ The Strata of England and Wales, with part Scotland,” 
before them, it should have been considered necessary to institute an 
inquiry as to the truth of the general parallelism of disturbed strata, 
which, in a limited area like England, had suffered upheaval at 
different successive epochs ; and we may fancy the internal smile 
with which Phillips, the nephew of Smith, regarded the needless 
proposal. The masterpiece of the old land surveyor and civil 
engineer remains to this day the foundation of all subsequent geo- 
logical maps of England and Wales ; and as an unaided effort of 
practical genius — for such it was — it seems impossible that it should 
be surpassed, in spite of all the accuracy and detail which happily 
modern science has introduced into modern geological maps. 

The first paper read at York, in the year 1831, was by Professor 
Sedgwick, “On the general structure of the Mountains of the North 
of England.” This was followed by “ Supplementary Observations 
on the Structure of the Austrian Jind Bavarian Alps,” by the Secre- 
tary of the Society, Mr. Murchison, a memoir at that time of the 
highest value, and still valuable, both in a stratigraphical point of 
view, and also for the light which it threw on the nature of the dis- 
turbances that originated the Alpine mountains, and their relations 
in point of date to the far more ancient mountains of Bohemia. In 
his elaborate address in the same year, on his retiring from the 
President’s chair, he laigely expatiates on the parallelism of many of 
the great lines of disturbance of what were then distinguished as 
the more ancient schistose and greywachc mountains, and quotes the 
authority of Elie de Beaumont for the statement, “ that mountain 
chains elevated at the same period of time, have a general parallelism 
in the bearing of their component strata.” On a great scale this 
undoubtedly holds true, as, for example, in the case of the Scandi- 
navian chain, and the more ancient Palmozoic rocks north of Scotland, 
Cumberland, and even of great part of Wales, The same holds 
good with regard' to the parallelism of the much more recent 
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iDountain ranges of the Apennines, the Alps, the Caucasus, the Atlas, 
and the Himalaya, all of which strike more or less east and west, 
and are to a great extent of Post- Eocene, and even partly of Post- 
Miocene age. The same, however, is not precisely the case with the 
Appalachian chain, and the Rocky Mountains of North America, the 
first of which trends N.N.W., and the latter N.N.E. The remark- 
able chain of the Ural Mountains trends nearly true north and south, 
and is j)arallel to no other chain that I know of, unless it be the 
Andes and the mountains of Japan. It is worthy of notice that the 
chain of the Ural is of Pre-Perniian age according to Murchison, 
while Darwin has shown tliat the chief upheaval of the Andes took 
place in Post-Cretaceous times. 

The Appalachian chain is chiefly of Post-Carboniferous date, and 
the Rocky Monntaijis have been re-disturbed and re-elevated as late 
as Post-Miocene times. 

In the same address Professor Sedgwick entered an eloquent 
protest against the broad uniformitarian views so powerfully advo- 
cated in the first edition of Lyell’s ‘‘Principles of Geology” in 1830, 
in which, throwing aside all discussion concerning cosmogonj'^, he 
took the woi'ld as he found it, and, agreeing with Hutton, that 
geolog}^ is in no way concerned with, and not sufficiently advanced 
to deal “ witli questions as to the origin of things,” he saw that a 
great body of new data were required sucli as engaged the attention 
of the Geological Society (founded in 1807), and which along with 
other foreign societies and private work has at length brought 
geological science to its present high position. 

And what is that position? With great and consistent labour 
many men gifted with a knowledge of stratigraphical and paheonto- 
logical geology, have, so to speak, more or less dissected all the 
regions of Europe and great part of North America, India, and of 
our colonies, and in vast areas, sometimes nearly adjoining, and 
sometimes far distant from each other, the various formations, by 
help of the fossils they contain, have been correlated in time, often 
in spite of great ditlerences in their lithological characters. It is 
easy, for example, to correlate the various formations in countries 
so near as Great Britain and Ireland, or of the Secondary and 
Lower Tertiary formations of England and France ; and what is 
more remarkable, it is easy to correlate the Palaeozoic formations of 
Britain and the eastern half of the United States and Canada, even 
in many of the comparatively minute stratigraphical and lithological 
subdivisions of the Silurian, Devonian, and Carboniferous forma- 
tions. The same may be said with regard to some of the Palaeozoic 
formations of India, China, Africa, and Australia, and many of the 
Secondary and Tertiary deposits have in like manner been identified 
as having their equivalents in Europe. It is not to be inferred 
from these coincidences that such deposits were all formed precisely 
at the same time, but taken in connection with their palaeontological 
contents, viewed in the liglit which Darwin has shown with regard 
to the life of the globe when considered in their relation to masses 
of stratified formations, no modern geologist who gives bis mind to 
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such subjects would be likely to state, for example, that in any part 
of the globe Silurian rocks may be equivalents in time to any of our 
Upper Palaeozoic, Mesozoic, or Tertiary formations. 

For all the latest details of genera and species found in the British 
Palaeozoic rocks, from those of St. Davids, so well worked out by 
Dr. Hicks, to the Carboniferous series inclusive, I must refer to the 
elaborate address of Mr. Etheridge, President of the Geological 
Society, which he delivered at the last anniversary meeting of that 
Society. It is a work of enormous labour and skill, which could 
not have been produced by any one who had not a thorough personal 
knowledge of all the formations of Britain and of their fossil contents.* 

In connection with such subjects I will not in any way deal with 
the tempting and important sulject of cosmological geology, which 
in my opinion must go back to times far anterior to the date of the 
deposition, as common sediments, of the very oldest known meta- 
morphic strata. Cosmological speculations perhaps may be sound 
enough with regard to refrigeration, and the first consolidation of 
the crust of the earth, but all the known tangible rocky formations 
in the world have no immediate relation to them, and in my opinion 
the oldest Laurentiau rocks were deposited long after the beginning 
and end of lost and unknown epochs, during which stratified rocks 
were formed by watery agents in the same way that the Laurent ian 
rocks were deposited, and in which modern fornuations are being 
deposited now, and the gneissose structure of the most ancient 
formations was the result of an action which has at intervals 
characterized all geological time as late as the Eocene formations in 
the Alps and elsewhere. 

The same kind of chronological reasoning is often applicable to 
igneous rocks. It was generally the custom, many years ago, to 
recognize two kinds of igneous rocks, viz. Volcanic and Plutonic, and 
this classification somewhat modified in details is still applicable, 
the Plutonic consisting chiefly of granitic rocks and their allies, and 
which, though they have often altered and thrust veins into the 
adjoining strata, have never, as far as I know, overflowed in the 
manner of the lavas of modern and ancient volcanoes. Indeed, as 
far as I recollect, the first quoted examples of ancient volcanoes 
are those of Miocene age in the districts of Auvergne, the Velais, and 
the Eifel, and the fact that signs of ordinary volcanic phenomena 
are found in almost all the larger groups of stiata was scarcely 
suspected. Now, however, we know them to be associated with 
strata of all or almost all geological ages, from Lower Silurian 
times down to the present day, if we take the whole world into 
account. Amongst them, those of Miocene date hold a very promi- 
nent place, greatly owing, doubtless, to the comparative perfection 
of their forms, as, for example, those of the South of France and of 
the Eifel. Their conical shapes, and numerous extinct craters, 
afford testimony so plain, that he who runs may read their history. 

* I must also, with much pleasure, advert to Prof. Prestwick’s inaugural lecture 
when installed in the Chair of Geology at Oxford in 1875, the subject of which is 
“ The Past and Future of Geology.” 
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The time when they became extinct would doubtless amaze us by 
its magnitude, if it could be stated in years, but yet it is compara- 
tively so recent that not all the und3dng forces of atmospheric 
degradation have been able to obliterate their individual origin. 

It is, however, generally very different with respect to volcanoes 
of Mesozoic age, for, though Lyell stated with doubt, that volcanic 
products of Jurassic date are found in the Morea, and in the 
Apennines ; and Medlicott and Blanford consider that probably 
the igneous rocks of Rajmahal may be of that age, we must, perhaps, 
wait for further information before the question ma}’^ be considered 
as finally settled. Of Jurassic age no actual craters remain. Darwin 
also has stated, on good grounds, that in the Andes a line of volcanic 
eruptions has been at work from before the deposition of the 
Cretaceo-Oolitic formation down to the present day. 

In the British Islands we have a remarkable series of true volcanic 
rocks, the chronology of which has been definitely determined. The 
oldest of these belongs to the Lower Silurian epoch, as shown, for 
example, on a largo scale in Pembrokeshire, at Builth in Radnor- 
shire, in the Longmynd country west of the Stiper stones in 
Shropshire, and on a far greater scale in North Wales and Cumbria. 
Of later date we find volcanic lavas and ashes in the Devonian 
rocks of Devon, and in the Old Red Sandstone of Scotland. The 
third series is plentiful among the Carboniferous rocks of Scotland, 
and in a smaller way interstratified with the Coal-measures of South 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and the Glee Hills. The fourth series 
chronologically is associated with the Permian strata in Scotland, 
and the fifth and last consists of the Miocene basaltic rocks of the 
Inner Hebrides and the mainland of the West of Scotland. 

In the British Islands the art of geological surveying has, I 
believe, been carried out in a more detailed manner than in any other 
country in Europe, a matter which has been rendered comparatively 
easy by the excellence of the Ordnance Survey Maps both on the 
I -inch and the 6-inch scales. When the whole country has been 
mapped geological l^s little will remain to be done in geological 
surve3nng, excepting corrections here and there, especially in the 
earliest published maps of the South-west of England. Paleonto- 
logical detail ma}^ however, be carried on to any extent, and much 
remains to be done in microscopic petrology which now deservedly 
occupies the attention of many skilled observers. 

Time will not permit me to do more than advert to the excellent 
and well-known geological surveys now in action in India, Canada, 
the United States, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. 

On the Continent of Europe there are National Geological Surveys 
of great and well-deserved repute, conducted by men of the highest 
eminence in geological science ; and it is to be hoped the day may 
come when a more detailed survey will follow the admirable map 
executed by Sir Roderick Murchison, De Verneuil, and Count Key- 
serling, and published in their joint work, “ The Geology of Russia 
in Europe and the Ural Mountains.” 

It is difficult to deal with the Future of Geok)gy. Probably in 
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many of the European formations, more may be done in tracing the 
details of subformations. The same may be said of much of Korth 
America, and for a long series of years a great deal must remain 
almost untouched in Asia, Africa, South America, and in the islands 
of the Pacific Ocean. If, in the far future, the day should como 
when such work shall be undertaken, the process of doing so must 
necessarily be slow, partly for want of proper maps, and possibl^’^ 
in some regions partly for the want of trained geologists. PaloBon- 
tologists must always have ample work in the discovery and descrip- 
tion of new fossils, marine, freshwater, and truly terrestrial ; and 
besides common stratigraphical geology, geologists have still an 
ample field before them in working out many of those physical 
problems which form the true basis of Ph3^sical Geography in every 
region of the earth. Of the history of the earth there is a long past, 
the early chapters of which seem to be lost for ever, and we know 
little of the future except that it appears that ‘‘the stir of this dim 
spot which men call earth,’* as far as Geology is concerned, shows 
“ no sign of an end.” 

III. — On the Eh^tics of Notts. By E. Wilson, F.G.S. 

T he author gave a summarized account of the Rhaatic series in 
Nottinghamshire. The Rluetic sections of this district already 
known to geologists comprise those at Gainsboro’, Newark, and 
Elton. The author described several additional new sections in 
the Ehsetics of the county — viz. at Gotham and Kilvington, between 
Newark and Bottesford ; at Barnstone, between Bingham and 
Stahern ; the bonng for coal at Owthorpe, near Colston Bassett ; 
and the section at Stan ton-on-the- Wolds, between Nottingham and 
Melton Mowbray. A list of the Ehaetic fossils of Notts was given, 
and the jnesence of bone-beds noticed. The author could not agree 
with certain geologists that the green marls which are found beneath 
the Paper Shales in Notts (nor probably also the “I’ea-green Marls” 
of the West of England) belong to the Ehastic series, ljut fook them 
to be Upper Keuper Marls, once red in colour, which had become 
discoloured by some deoxidizing agent, probably carbonic acid 
evolved during the decomposition of the organic matters of the 
fossils of the Paper Shales. For, in lithological character the green 
marls agreed with underlying beds in the Keuper, but differed 
markedly from the overlying Rhaetics ; then there was every ap- 
pearance of a passage between the green marls and the underlying 
red and green marls of the Keuper ; and, lastly, the green marls, like 
the rest of the Keuper marls, were practicallj^ unfossiliferous, while 
with the commencement of the Paper Shales we get the remains of 
an abundant, and distinctly marine fauna, in part Liassic. 

IV. — Remarks upon the Structure and Classification op the 
Blastoidea. By P. Herbert Carpenter, M.A. 

T he author and Mr. R. Etheridge, jun., who are preparing a joint 
memoir upon the Blastoidea, have arrived at the following 
conclusions respecting the group. 
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It is very doubtful whether the genus Pentremites occurs at all in 
Britain. Some badly-preserved fragments from the Devonian and 
the Scotch Carboniferous are possibly referable to it ; but most of 
the Blastoids (besides Cadaster) which occur in the Carboniferous 
Limestone belong to the genus GranatocrhiuSy Troost., which is 
represented by some seven or eight species. 

Cumberland’s Miira elliptica is the representative of a new genus, 
distinguished by the eccentric position of tlje spiracles. Cadaster is 
a true Blastoid, and not a Cystid, as supposed by Billings. The slit- 
like openings of its hydrospires are nearly on the same level as the 
ambulacra, which do not conceal them at all. In the ordinary 
Blastoids, however, they are below and concealed by the ambulacra, 
opening externally by pores at the sides of the latter. There are 
various intermediate forms between these two extremes, in which 
the hydrospiral slits are more or less concealed by the ambulacra, 
but are partially visible at their sides. It is })roposed to group the 
species thus distinguished into a genus Pentromitidea, which is repre- 
sented in Britain by the little Pentremites ncnfiis, Sowerby, in Belgium 
by P. caryojilnjllatus, and in St)ain by P, Pnilleti, De Verneuil, for 
which last the name Pentremitidea had been already proposed by 
D’Orbign3^ An arrangement of this kind h.as been already" suggested 
by Billings. 

The discoveries of Bofe, Wachsmutli, and Hambach, respecting the 
perforation of the lancet-piece by a longitudinal canal, are confirmed. 
This canal probablj^ lodged the water-vessel, which must have been 
devoid of any tentacular extensions, as in some Ilolothurians, and in 
the arms of certain Camainhe. Respiration was effected, however, by 
means of the h^ulros})! res. The pores usually found at the sides of 
the ambulacra were not the sockets for the attachment of the 
a}>pendages, but led downwards into the hydrospires, serving to 
introduce water, which made its way out through the spiracles. The 
genital ducts probabl}^ opened into some portion of the h^ulrospires, 
as they do into the closely similar structures of the Opliiuraidea, and 
the ova were discharged through the spiracles. Billings’ statements 
are confirmed respecting the existence in many species of a single or 
possibly double row of joined appendages along each side of the 
ambulacra ; but these appendages are not homologous with the 
pinnules of the Cr inaid ea. 

In perfect s]>ecimens the peristome is covered in by a vault of 
small polygonal plates, any definite arrangement of which is rarely 
traceable. Extensions of this vault were c«)ntinued down the sides 
of the ambulacral grooves, which could thus be closed in completely 
and converted into tunnels, as in recent Crinoids. 

The classification of the Blastoidea must depend entirely upon 
morphological principles. Mere differences in the relative sizes of 
the calyx plates are of very little systematic value ; and differences 
in the numbers of side plates on given lengths of the ambulacra are 
absolutely worthless. On the other hand, the structure and relative 
positions of the hydrospires and spiracles are morphological characters 
of much systematic value. 
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Y. — On the Characters of the “Lansdowne Encrinite” (Milleri- 
ORiNus Pratii, Gray, sp.) By P. Herbert Carpenter, M.A. 

T he “Lansdowne Encrinite ” is a species of MUlericrinus {M, Pratii^ 
Gray, sp. = Apiocrinus ohconicuSy Goldfuss) from the Great 
Oolite on the top of Lansdowne, near Bath. It is remarkable for the 
very great variation in the characters of its stem and calyx. The 
former may reach 50 mm. in length, and consist of 70 discoidal 
joints ; or there may be less than ten joints, the lowest of which is 
rounded off below, and its central canal closed up. Various inter- 
mediate conditions may occur between these two extremes, while in 
some specimens there may be only two to four stem-joints ; and in 
one case the whole stem is represented by a slightly convex imper- 
forate plate on which the basals rest. I'his specimen, taken by 
itself, would be naturallj’^ regarded as a Comatula of advanced age, 
in which the cirrhus- sockets had di8a])peared from the centre dorsal 
just as they do in the recent Actinometra Julcesii. The general ap- 
pearance of the calyx is very similar to that of Pentacrmus WyviUe- 
Thomsoni from the North Atlantic. But it is remarkable for the 
number of small intercalated pieces which it may contain. The 
basals are frequently separated from one another, or from the radials, 
by minute plates which, while regularly developed all round the 
calyx in some specimens, are entirely absent in others. 

The nearest allies of M. Pratii seem to be If. Muiistrrianvs. var. 
BuchianuSj and M. Nodoiianns. It stands on the extreme limit of 
the genus, connecting it with Pentacrinns on the one hand, and with 
the free ComatulidcB on the other. It is thus a synthetic tyjie, as 
would naturally be expected from its geological position ; for it is 
probably the earliest known species of the genus, except perhaps for 
two doubtful Liassic forms, which are known only by isolated plates 
and stem -joints. 

YI. — On the Extension into Essex, Middlesex, and other 
Inland Counties, of the Mundebley and Westleton Beds, 
in Relation to the Age of certain Hill-gravels and of some 
OF THE Valleys of the South of England. By J. Prestwick, 
M.A., F.R.S., Professor of Geology in the University of Oxford. 

T he author gives in this paper the result of observations com- 
menced more than thirty years since, but delayed publication 
inconsequence of doubts caused by the complexity of the phenomena. 
As mentioned in the preceding paper, a peculiar group of land, 
freshwater, and marine beds occupy, on the Norfolk coast, a zone 
between the Chillesford Clay and the Lower Bonlder-clay. As we 
proceed southward, the land and freshwater conditions are gradually 
eliminated, and marine conditions then alone prevail. Poorly 
marked as the marine evidence is in Suffolk, this evidence is entirely 
wanting further inland, and we have only levels, superposition, and 
structure to rely on in correlating the fragmentary outliers into 
which these beds finally resolve themselves. Again on the coast of 
he Eastern Counties, this group forms a nearly level plane but 
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little above the sea-level, resting everywhere on an undisturbed or 
Very slightly eroded bed of Chillesford Clay, and being succeeded, 
with but slight evidence of denudation, by the Lower Boulder-clay, 
or by the Glacial sands and gravel ; whereas, as it trends inland, it 
attains a considerable elevation above the sea-level, passes uncon- 
forniably over the older Tertiary strata, and has been subjected 
to a great aiAount of denudation. On the other hand, the old land 
which seems to have extended from the eastward as far as the 
Norfolk coast, is now in great part below the level of the German 
Ocean. Further, whereas tlie succeeding Glacial beds all show a 
drift from northward to southward, this is the only case that has 
come under the author’s notice of a marine drift from southward to 
the northward. 

The Westleton Beds, in their more typical aspect, consist of 
quartzose sands full of flint pebbles, almost as much worn and as 
numerous as in the Lower Tertiary sands of Addington. With these 
are mixed — (1) A good many small white and rose-coloured quartz- 
pebbles ; (2) Pebbles of Lydian stone ; (3) Large flattened pebbles 
of a light-coloured quartzite; and (4) Boiled and worn fragments 
of Lower Greensand chert. It is the presence of these, and espe- 
cially of the Iasi, that constitutes so marked a feature of these beds, 
and which, with the absence of pebbles and rock-fragments of 
northern origin, sfjrve to 8e[)arate them from the Inter-glacial sands 
and shingle witli which in places they come into juxtaposition. 

The author then proceeds to trace the beds through Essex, and 
gives a series of railway sections showing these beds, exhibiting 
usually the appearance of a white gravel, with intercalated ochreous 
beds, and reposing on a very eroded surface of the London Clay. 
Near Clare there is a pit in which they exhibit oblique lamination, 
and might, apart from the want of fossils, be mistaken for a Crag 
section. Near Braintree, a remarkable section was exposed in the 
branch railway to that town. It showed these beds much faulted, 
overlaid irregularly by a darker bed full of New Bed Sandstone 
quartzite pebbles, and the whole covered by indenting Boulder-clay. 

In traversing the beds farther westward they undergo further 
modification. Certain characters remain, however, persistent, and 
on these we have to rely. 1st, the shingle is composed essentially 
of chalk-flint pebbles, becoming less w-orn as we approach the 
southern limits of the deposit ; 2ndly, it often becomes much mixed 
with flint-pebbles and subangular fragments of compact sandstone 
derived from the underlying Tertiary strata ; 3rdly, the chert and 
ragstone fragments often so increase in numbers as to constitute a 
large portion of the gravel. They are worn and subangular, and the 
chert is identical with the chert of the Lower Greensand of Kent and 
Surrey ; 4thly, the pebbles of white and rose-coloured quartz, of 
Lydian stone, and of white quartzite become rarer, and in places are 
wanting. The Lydian stone and some of the small quartz pebbles 
mny be derived, with the chert, from the Lower Greensand, but this 
will not account for the great number of quartz |^ebbles found in the 
Eastern Counties. The quartzite pebbles are equally large but 
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lighter-coloured and more ovoid than those of the Now Red. Tlioy 
probably have drifted from a continental area on the east, the author 
having found similar beds in parts of Belgium. Sthly, the absence 
of northern drift 

Besides their position under the Bonlder-clay on the lines of 
railway, the Westleton ShinjCfle caps some isolated hills in K88(‘x, 
such as Danebury and Langdon Hills. It is to this age also that the 
author would refer the drift gravel capping some of the higher ground 
in Epping Forest, and also the Middlesex hills aronml Barnet and 
Southgate, and extending thence in outliers to the range tif hills 
Ix^tween Hertford and Hatfield, South Minims and St. Albans, and 
possibly as far north as Tyler's Hill, near Chesham. Banging 
further westward, it forms a small capping on Horsington Hill, near 
Harrow, which serves to connect it %vith its highest position on 
Bowsey Hill, near Henley-on-Thames. Southward, it caps St. 
George’s Hill, near Weybridge. Apj)ronching its southern boundary, 
this drift becomes less worn and passes into a subangular flint-gravel, 
capping several of the hills south of the Thames. At Cherry Down, 
near Windsor, it consists in large part of subangular fragments of 
chert and ragstone. It caps Hungary Hill, near Farnham ; another 
hill west of Cfesar’s Camp, near Bagsliot ; Meadow Down, near 
Guildford; and Pobly Hill, near Dorking. To this ])eri()d may 
probably be also assigned the gravel on tlie top of Well Hill, near 
Chelsfield, Kent ; and some of the sands and gravel on the top of the 
cliffs near Minster, in the Isle of Sheppoy. 

The author reserves for another occasion the description of the 
l)eds next in order ; but be would mention here, that the Boulder- 
clay and some Glacial gravels occupy in Herts and Berks a lower 
horizon than the Westleton Beds. It would therefore a]ipear that, 
while the eastern area was submerged, and the strata followed in 
regular succession upon a surface wbicb did not undergo denudation, 
tlie southern and western area was slowly elevated, and underwent 
partial denudation before the Upper Boulder-clay was deposited. 
Previous to the period of the Westleton and Mundesley beds, it is 
probable that the denudation of the Weald had hardly commenced. 
The area was spread over by Cretaceous strata under water at the 
beginning of the Crag period (the Lenham Beds), and judging from 
the character of the beds wbicb fringe the North Wealden area at 
Chelsfield, Cherry Down, etc., the author concludes that there was 
land south of this fringing shingle, whence the great mass of Chalk - 
flints and of Lower Greensand cherts and ragstone must have been 
derived. This mass of debris serves to attest to the great extent of 
these strata that have been removed from the Wealden area while 
yet it was an elevated and not a depressed area. After the rise of 
the area over which the Westleton Beds extended, it underwent 
extensive denudation, and it was at this period that the great plain 
of the Thames Valley received its first outlines, although it was not 
until much later that the river valley received its last impress. 
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VIL — On the Formation of Goal. By Edward Wethered, 

F.C.S., F.G.S. 

author first reviewed the researches of Hutton, Goeppert, 
MacCulloch, Sir James Hall, Sir W. Logan, and Dr. Dawson, 
and then summed up the conclusions now entertained as to the 
formation of Coal, as follows : — 

1st. That the beds of fire-clay which underlie all seams of coal 
represent the original land-surfaces upon which the coal-forming 
vegetation grew. 2nd. That the Stigmaria found in the underclays 
were the roots of that vegetation, which implies that the plants were 
of the Lepidodendroid order. 3rd. That the vegetation grew near 
the mouths of great rivers, in swampy ground, and there underwent 
submergence ; changes then took place which converted the vegetable 
matter into coal. 4th. That the change of coal from one variety to 
another, even in the same seam, is the result of metamorphism, and 
is indirectly caused by the contortion of the* surrounding strata, 
whereby facilities for the escape of gases evolved by the vegetable 
decomposition have been produced. 

The author’s exceptions to the above were — 1st. That coal was 
jiot formed from trees of the Lepidodendroid type, and that therefore 
the Stigmaria found in the underclays are not the roots of the 
vegetation which gave rise to the coal, unless it was from the 
spores of such plants, which the author considered wanting in proof, 
though some coal did undoubtedly contain spores of some kind. 
2nd. That the varieties of coal, and the change which sometimes 
takes place in one and the same seam, are not due to metamorphism, 
nor are the}'^ dependent upon the contorted state of the surrounding 
strata, but arise from the greater or less chemical decomposition of 
the vegetable mass, influenced by the circumstances under which it 
was submerged. 

The reasons which had led up to these conclusions were : — 1st. 
That we have proof of other vegetation during the coal-period besides 
the Lepidodcudra, but their roots have not been preserved, owing to 
their being of a more perishable nature than the Stigmaria, 2nd. 
Beds of underclay are frequently met with, full ot Stigmaria^ but are 
not followed by seams of coal. 3rd. Coal must have been formed 
from a compact mass of vegetation, such as could not have been 
produced by large trees (as the Lepidodendra were) growing in situ. 
The uniform thickness and comparative freedom from inorganic con- 
tamination would demand a mass of vegetation into which only a 
limited amount of sediment could penetrate. 4th. The finding ot 
a fossil tree standing in sitUf upon which so much stress had been 
laid by some authors, is a rarity. Though the author had spent 
much time underground in collieries, and seen hundreds of tossil 
trees drifted into the position in which they have been found, he had 
only twice seen instances of them standing where they have grown. 
5th. If seams of coal were formed from Lepidodendroid trees, the 
tough bas-layer would be easily detected, which has never been the 
case in any true bed of coal. 6th. If the Stigmaria found in the 
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Tinderclays represont th0 roots of the coftl -forming ve^tdtion, we 
should expect to find the fructificationR immediately over the coal, 
which is not the case; with the exception of CordaiteSy remains of 
fossil plants are not found for the first two feet or so over the coal. 

After a careful investigation underground of the conditions under 
which coal was formed, the author has arrived at the following con- 
clusions: — On the land grew the vegetation of the period, represented 
by Lepidodendra, Sigillaria, CalamiteSy etc. As tlie land sank and 
the waters encroached, the land vegetation gradually disappeare<l, 
but the roots remained in many cjises, and those wliich offered the 
greatest resistance to decay are the ones preserved in a fossil state — 
hence the occurrence of Stigmaria. As the waters advanced, the 
ground would become swampy, and then we might ex])ect to see 
spring up reeds, mosses, and other vegetation suitable to the changed 
condition ; it is to vegetation of this kind that the author ascribes 
the formation of coal. 

Keference was then made to the Presidential Address of Professor 
Pamsay to the British Association in 1880, in which the recurrence 
of the same kind of incident through geological time was advocated. 
The author then asked, why the coal formations of the Carboniferous 
period should be an exception, seeing that the modern lignites and 
deposits of peat were instances of coal in the process of formation. 
It was then pointed out that these deposits were not composed of 
large trees, but of a lower order of growth. 

Coming to the varieties of coal, and the change which sometimes 
takes place in this respect in one and the same seam, it was shown 
that the difference between bituminous and anthracite coal was, that 
the latter contained a greater proportion of carbon and a less amount 
of volatile matter than the former. It was then contended that if 
the decomposition of the coal-forming vegetation took place without 
being affected, to any extent, by minerals capable of oxidizing the 
carbon, that a coal would be formed having a large proportion of 
carbon with a less proportion of volatile matter than is found in 
bituminous coals. The author explained this by briefly reviewing 
the process by which vegetable matter has been converted into coal. 
It chiefly depended upon the amount of oxygen which could unite 
with the carbon for carbonic acid, and the amount of hydrogen which 
could unite with the carbon to form marsh gas. By this process 
oxygen and hydrogen would pass off in greater proportion than the 
carbon, thus increasing the proportion of the latter to the whole. If, 
however, the submerging waters placed in contact with the vegetable 
mass substances capable of supplying oxygen to the carbon, then 
there would be a decrease in the proportion of the latter, and what 
the author termed the ‘fixed oxygen and hydrogen * would increase 
in proportion to the whole and give rise to a coal of a bituminous 
nature. 

With a view of ascertaining whether the chemical composition of 
the beds overlying a seam of coal which has changed from bituminous 
to anthracite also changed, the Welsh * nine feet * seam was selected, 
which near Cardiff* is semi-bituminous and at Aberdare becomes 



Notices of Memoirs — 6r. JR, Vine on Fossil Polyzoa, 471 

anthracitic. Specimens of the overlying strata were selected from 
the two districts at each foot above the coal for five feet; these 
were analyzed, and it was found that the beds from near Cardiff 
were considerably more argillaceous and, as a whole, less ferruginous, 
than those at Aberdare. It would be rash to attempt to determine the 
exact chemical nature of the sediment deposited over the coal-forming 
vegetation in the two localities, as, with the exception of silicate of 
alumina, the silicates and other minerals would have undergone de- 
composition at the expense of the carbonic acid given off from the 
coal-forming vegetation. There was, however, a decided change in 
the beds of the two sections presented, which could not be ascribed 
to metamor])hisra. It rather appeared to point to the sediment 
containing different constituents, which must have had a very con- 
siderable effect on the vegetable mass. It was to this that the author 
was inclined to assign the change in the character of the coal. 

Vni. — Second Repout of the Committee, consisting op Prop. 
P. M. Duncan and Mr. G. R. Vine, appointed for the purpose 
OF reporting on Fossil Polyzoa. Drawn up by Mr. Vine 
(Secretary). 

A fter many laborious researches, naturalists, generally, have 
accepted Dr. Allman’s Gymnoloimata, for one at least of the 
orders of the Class Polyzoa. In this order the “Polypide is destitute 
of an epistome (foot) : and the lophophore is circular.” ^ The order 
is divided into three sub-orders : — 

I. Chcilostomata^ Busk. ('clkporinay Ehrenbcr^. 

IT. Cyrlostomatay ,, = Tubuliporina^ Milue-Ed.j Hagenow, Jolmston. 

III. Ctfnostomata, ,, 

The whole were founded by Professor Busk on certain structural 
peculiarities of the cell.”*^ Only species belonging to two of these 
sub-orders are found fossil, and to these alone 1 shall direct the 
attention of the reader. 

I. Cheilostomata. — Polyzoa belonging to this sub-order are “dis- 
tinguished by the presence of a moveable opercular vnlveJ^^ This, 
however, is not a character on which the Paleontologist can rely for 
evidence ; but there are others. The ova are usually matured in 
external “ marsupim,” or ova cells ; there are also appendicular 
organs — avictdaria and vihricula ; and later investigations have 
proved the existence of peculiar perforations in the cell- walls, which 
Reichert called Rosettenplatten,” and Hincks “ communication - 
pores.” Through these openings the “endosarcal” cord of Joilet,* 
in the living Polyzoa, passed from cell to cell. The aperture, or 
mouth of the cell, though variously shaped, is always sub-terminal. 
To prove that Polyzoa (judging from the calcareous remains of this 
sub-order) were present in the Palmozoio seas, it is necessary that 
some one or other of the above-named characters should be present 
in the species introduced as Cheilostomatous. 

' Hincks’s Brit. Marine Polyzoa, p. cxxxvi. * Ibid, p. cxxiv. 

* “ Corneous,” Waters on the use of the Opercula. Proceedings of Manchester 
Lit. and Phil. Soc., 1878. (Italics mine.) , 

* Nervous tissue, Miiller. 
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11. Cyclostojiata. — The simplicity of stnicturo in this sub-onler 
precludes elaborate description. There are. however, a few points (»f 
special structure to which it may l>e ns well to direct att<mtion. 'I'lio 
cells are invariably tubular, or nearly so; the mouths are circtilar, 
and, generally speaking, of the same diameter as the cell. The cell- 
mouths in many of the Oy clostomata are covered by calwireous 
opercula, in both recent and fossil species, and tht‘sc are considered 
to be — by Mr. F. D. Longe‘— of an analogous character with the 
corneous opercula of the Cheilostomata. lie this as it may — all the 
Cyclostomatous ojHTCula are calcareous — and their use has not yet 
been definitely made out. 

In his classification of the British Marine Polv/.oa, Mr. Ilincks 
bases his genera and s}>ecit‘s. to a large extent, upon tin* shape and 
character of the cell and cell-nioulh. — the habit i»f species is only 
of secondar}^ importance. To working naturalists aiijongst living 
species his carefully worked-out divisions are of supreme iniportaTice, 
and the Paheontologist may do well to cany over the lea«ling idea 
of Smitt and Ilincks when working out ft»ssil s|M‘eies, especially so 
when dealing with I^alieozoic types. It may be well, too. to caution 
the student in his use of the generic names of th<‘ earlier authors. 
These have to be revised according to modtu'U usage. In every ease 
where I could retain the original d**signati(»n i>f the author (»f genera 
and species I have done so. but it seeinn to mo to bt* a folly to 
perpetuate a nomenclature which does not indicate gen(‘ric affinity. 
In his otherwise citretully written ** Introduction,*’ Mr. llinckK says, 

There is evidence, however <as I learn on the excellent authority of 
Mr. R. Etheridge, jun.), of the exiNtetice of a few Pheihmiomatous 
genera at least within thi.'^ epoch ( Pala‘o/.oic), and j>robably the 
group is represented in the Silurian division of it*’** — a conclusion 
which, after the most caieful research, I am uiiahlo t^> agree wdtli. 

In this, as in my former Report, I shall revise the whole of the 
genera and species that have been introduced since the time of 
Goldfuss into the nomenclature of Silurian and Devonian literature* 
I would prefer to deal only with British species, but as many papem 
describing new genera and species, from foreign sources, have bsSU 
published in this country, I cannot do otherwise than review, if 
revise, these as w'ell. But wdicreus, in my funner Report, I 
generally with material in my own cabinet, in this I ahaU 
largely to the Polyzoa in the magnificent oolleciion of the Museum 
of Practical Geolcgy. For this ])urpose I liavo handled, and nottnl 
down particulars of every specimen in the collc^ction, from the 
Lower Silurian to the Devonian. This I have been enabled to do 
through the kindness of Mr. Etheridge, F.R.S., Pahe^)ntologiHt, and 
Mr. E. T. Newton, Assistant Naturalist of II, M. Geological Survey, 
Museum, Jerinyn Street. 

Professor Duncan has expressed a wish that in this Report I 
should draw up a suggestive Terminology, that would be in keeping 

» Oolitic Polyzoa, F. B. Loiigc, F.G.S., Geol. Mao., Jmnmr>', 1881. See also 
Hmcks B lirit. Marine Poly/oa, Introduction, p. cv, and ])p. 400 1. 

* Brit. Mar. Poly, pj cxviii. Addiiif^ in a noU*, “ Oi recent genera Slomatopora and 
JJiastopora appear to occur in the Silurian Kocka.” 
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by authors indiscriminately for all manner of fenestrated Polj^zoa. 
Lamarck, in 1815, fixed the lype of Linnaaus, Millepora ceJlulosa, 
calling it 1?. celhdosa, and since then, the name Retepora has been 
used for a genus of the EscHARiDiE. None of the so-called Ketepora 
of the PaUeozoio era have any affinity with this family, or even with 
the genus as now understood. The word should be entirely aban- 
doned for every species of Palaeozoic Polyzoa. 

1836. Escharina^ Milne-Ed wards. 

1847. Escharoporat Hall. 

As both these genera have been used by authors ^ for Palaeozoic 
species, it may be as well to draw attention to its misuse. The types 
E, recta and the var. nodosa Hall compares with Eschar a f scaJpcllnm 
— now Ftilodictya scalpeUnm, Lonsd., and the Escharina of Milne- 
Ed wards, in part, is the Microporella of Hincks, a genus which 
includes species selected from no fewer than ten genera of recent 
and fossil Polyzoa. 

Laying aside the genus Ftilodictya, I have no knowledge of any 
other Palaaozoic Polyzoa that can be, even provisionally, placed with 
the Cheilostomata. After careful consideration I am reluctantly 
obliged to say that at present there is no evidence that the sub-order 
existed in any of the Palaeozoic seas, and further, the evidence is 
very doubtful until wo reach the Mesozoic era. Notwithstanding 
this decision, I shall be amongst the first to acknowledge the earlier 
existence of types if well-defined evidence is brought to bear in the 
diagnosis of new discoveries. 

Taking into consideration the shape and character of the cell as 
presenting, apparently, an Escharide type, I think I cannot do 
better than begin this Report with a revision of the whole of the 
Ftilodictya, M‘Coy^ places this genus as the fourth in his lamily 
Escharidce ; Berenicea being the third genus in the family. From 
the characters given, ** cells shallow, oblong, or ovate, often provided 
with an operculum, cajnible of being closed by special muscles,^* 
M‘Coy evidently believed that the Palaeozoic species could be natu- 
rally placed in this family. The true Eschakid^ are of later date, 
probably not older than the Lower Oolite, and then not as a typical, 
but only as a kind of passage group. Leaving the classification as 
an open question at present, I shall take Lonsdale’s definition for the 
group as redescribed by M Coy ; — 

1839. Ftilodictya, Lonsdale. 

1847. Stictopora, Hall. 

Zoarium * thin, calcareous, foliaceous, or branching dichotomously ; 
branches sometimes coalescing : a thin, laminar, flattened, concen- 
trically wrinkled central axis; set with oblique, short, subtubular, 
or ovate cells on both sides, with prominent oval mouths, nearly as 
large as the cells within ; branches often flattened, with the margin 
solid, sharp-edged, striated, and without cells ; the boundary ridges 
of the cells square or rhoinboidal.” 

' Eacharina angularia, Lonsd., Morris’ Catalogue ; Eacharipora recta. Hall, Pal. 
N.Y., vol. i. 2 jjj-it. PalsD. Foss. * CoraUum, Lonsdale, M ‘Coy’s I’al. Foss. 
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This genus is very fairly represented by specimens in the Museum 
Pract. Geol. There are no fewer than ten species named, and three 
marked “ New Sp.,*’ awaiting description. Accepting the work of 
other authors, I can do no more than furnish notes on them, just as 
they are named. The first specimen is jP. dichotorea, Portlock, in 
the Wyatt-Edgell Coll., and is found in the Lower Llandeilo flags, 
and the species ranges into the Upper Llandeilo and Caradoc. In 
the Caradoc, also, we have the P. acuta, Hall, which, if correctly 
identified, is very widely distributed in the American and English 
Silurians of the same horizon ; and P. explanata, M‘Coy. Three 
species undescribed, but bearing MS. names by Mr. Etheridge : P. 
papillata, P. ramosa, P. scntata. In the Lower Llandovery we have 
the P. fucoides, M‘Coy, a species having a very limited range. In 
the Upper Llandovery we have P. lanceolata, Lonsd., which ranges 
through the Wenlock Shale, Wenlock Limestone, Lower Ludlow 
and Aymestry Limestone. There is a departure from the type in P. 
scalpellum (Eschara ? scaJpelhim, Lonsd.) ; it is marked as appearing 
in the Upper Llandovery and Wenlock Lime.stone. Hall, in the 
first vol. of the Pal. New York, figures and describes P. (Sticto- 
porn) acuta, which he com[)ares with this species of Lonsdale. In 
this species, too, there seems to be no central laminar axis. It is 
found in the Trenton Limestone. With regard to PtilodicAya lanceo- 
lata, Lonsd., and PI. lanceolata. Goldfuss, there seems to be a little 
confusion in our varied identifications of species. In the Catalogue 
of Cambrian and Silurian Fossils,' all the P. lanceolata found in the 
Upper Llandovery to the Upper Ludlow series, with the exception 
of one species found in the Wenlock Limestone, are ascribed to 
Lonsdale. The Wenlock 8j)ecies is identified as that of P. lanceolata^ 
Goldfuss. This confusion is to be regretted, and in justifying the 
course taken by Mr. E. T. Newton in the Catalogue, I would suggest 
that the Wenlock shale species receive a new name — P. Lonsdalii. 
There are many characters in this species distinct from the species 
described by Goldfuss as Flustra lanceolata. There is also a pressing 
necessity that the types of Ptilodictya should become fixed, either as 
a genus or as a family. 

Ptilodictya scalpellum is a type somewhat different from that of 
other species, and under a family name — Ptilodictid^e — I should 
reconsider my own reference to this genus of the Carboniferous 
Sulcoretepora.^ 

Professor Nicholson ^ has added much to our knowledge of this 
group, by the publication in this country of his papers on American 
forms. He has also founded two new genera to take in what he 
considers to be allied types. The Upper Silurian species, which 
are new, are: 1. P. falcifonnis, Nich., allied to Escharopora recta, 
Hall. His species, however, differs from Flustra (Ptilodictya) 
lanceolata, Goldf., P. gladiola and P. sulcata, Billings. 2. P. 
emacerata, Nich., a beautifully delicate species, with “ elliptical cells, 

' Mus. of Practical Geolo^, 1878. 

* Carboniferous Polyzoa, li. A. Hep. 1880, second page of Report. 

® Ann. Mag. ^sat. llist. March, 1875. 
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their long axes corresponding with that of the branches, six or seven 
in the space of one line measured longitudinally.” “This Nicholson 
considers to closely resemble P. fragilis, Billings, and it is possible 
that it may be only a variety of Billings’ species.”^ 3. P. flagellum, 
Nich. This also resembles P. gladiola, Billings, and it also very 
closely resembles the P. Lonsdalii of our own Wenlock shale, 
excepting that the “ attenuated base ” of our own species is rarely 
“ flexuous,” but more often truncated and round. 4. P. fenestelli- 
formis, Nich. All these species are typical, having the non-poriferous 
margins and the central laminar axis. One species — Ptilodictya ? 
arctiopora, Nich. — has affinities with P. raripora, Hall ; but Nicholson 
doubts the possibility of keeping these two species with the genus. 
The cells closely resemble some of the characters of our own Silurian 
species, but as there is evidently a departure from the original 
types, it may be as well to study these ])a8sage forms, if such they 
be, more carefully than they have yet been done. 5. P. cosciui- 
Nich. : Hamilton formation, Bosanquet, Ontario. 

For species allied to Ptilodicfya, Nicholson has founded two new 
genera, and adopted one from Hall. 

1874. Taeniopora, Nicholson, Geol, Mag. 1874. 

., Clafhropora, Hall, „ ,, „ 

1875. Heterodictyn, Nicholson „ ,, „ 

In Tamloporn we have a zoarium that is a flattened, linear, cal- 
careous expansion, with cells on both sides, the branches of which 
are dichotomous. There is a median ridge on each face of the 
zoarium, having a longitudinal direction, on the lateral halves of 
which the cells are developed. 'I'hese are longitudinally placed in 
rows of from three to five. The margins are usually plain and 
non-celluliferous. Two species are described : T. exigna, Nich., and 
T, penniformisy Nich,, both from the Hamilton group. 

In Clathropora the zoarium is a kind of membranous flattened 
expansion, with rounded or oval fenestrm of considerable size. The 
cells are on both sides, separated by a thin laminar axis. The 
fenestra3 are surrounded by a striped non-celluliferous margin. One 
species is described — C, intertexta, Nich. — from the Corniferous 
Limestone, but in some respects it resembles P. cosciniformis, Nich., 
of which mention has already been made. 

In Heterodictya the zoarium forms a simple, flattened, unbranched, 
two-edged frond, with sub-parallel sides. The cells are in two 
series ; the central cells are perpendicular to the base, the lateral 
cells are oblique. “ In the only species known — H. gigantea, Nich. 
— the cells of a few of the median rows of the frond are straight 
.... and, as I am only acquainted with an exceedingly large 
species, I should, however, suspect that Flustra {Ptilodictya) lanceo- 
lata, Goldf., will very probably turn out to be an example of this 
genus.” ® 

The material for a thorough revision of this genus is not easily 
accessible. Many of the Bala series are beautiful casts only, and the 
Upper Silurian species are often bedded in blocks of the Dudley 

* Ibid. p. 179. * Nicholson, Geol. Mao. Jan. 1875. * Ibid, 
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Liinestone; and I think it very unwise to disturb the present 
nomenclature without sufficient reason.^ The MS. names of Mr. 
liobert P]therid<;e* require confirmation, and the best way to do this 
would be to describe and figure them. The new genera of Professor 
Nicholson may in the future embrace some few of the forms already 
described, but we can hardly supersede the clear definitions of 
Lonsdale’s types as given by M‘Coy. In the Lower Ludlow rocks 
specimens of P. lauceolata, Goldf., often break up, showing the 
concentrically wrinkled central axis. In the Girvan District — 
Scotland — at least two distinct species of tliis genus may be found — 
P. coslellata, M‘Coy, and P. dicholoma, Portl. 

{To he concluded in our next Number) 

lE^ DE "V" IIB W S. 

The Geological Basts of the Chief Cities of Europe. [Der 
Boden der Hauptstiidte Europa’s, etc.] By Felix Karreu. 8vo. 
pp. (18, with 23 woodcuts. (Holder: Vienna, 1881.) 
riHlIS is a small, but concise and very useful, compendium of the 
1 geology of the European cities — Vienna, Paris, London, 
Brussels, Berlin, St. Petersburgh, and Koine, with their environs, as 
determined by transverse sections of the great valleys in which they 
are situated. The water-suppl}^ is particularly described ; and the 
artesian borings at the several places are described geologically, and 
mostly figured as illustrative sections, besides the cross-sections of 
the respective basins and valleys. These illustrations have been in 
many cases siqiplied by the author’s geological friends in the said 
cities, and their aid is carefully acknowledged as well as the other 
authorities for compiled information. Besides the water slipply (by 
aqueducts and wells), and the health conditions of the cities, the 
mineral materials of value in arts and manufactures are also noticed. 
Altogether, this is an excellent work, full of condensed information, 
and an invaluable manual of the geology of those portions of the 
important valleys (Danube, Seine, Thames, Senne, Spree, Neva, and 
Tiber) in which the great cities have been built. — T. K. J. 


co:R:Ee;Es:E^oi<rx:>Ei<rcE- 

— — 

THE IVEALDEX OF HANOVER. 

Sin, — In the June Number of the Geological Magazine, pp. 
281-283, there is a Review of the AVealden of Hanover (Die Wealdeii- 
bildungen der Umgegend von Hannover, von C. Struckmann). 

The monograph, we are told, is a detailed description of the 
Wealden formation from the beds resting upon the Portland 
Limestone upwards. The Wealden is divided into three stages, 
each forming a well-marked horizon of life. “ The deepest is the 
“ M under or bunte Wealden-Mergel,” I'epresenting the Purbeck 
' Since siting the above I have been able to study, very caivfullv, the leadin 
types of l*alieozoio Ptilodictya. In a future paper on the Family 1*tilodictid. 

1 shall be able to correct many iiiacvurncies of our ordinary nomenclature. 

* Mus. Pnict. Geol. iv. in Catalogue of Camb. and 8ik Fossils. 


be » 
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beds of English geologists, and consisting of thick beds of limestone 
interstratified with beds of marl, in which are numerous specimens 
of Exogyra virgxda; fossils are rare, the most abundant is Corbxda 
moBemis, Buv. 

Certainly, these “Miinder, or bunte Weaiden- Mergel ” may bo 
regarded, if the al)Ove description is correct, as one of the most 
anomalous formations hitherto discovered. Thougli a member of 
the Weaiden, they represent the Purbecks, and contain numerous 
specimens of a fossil characteristic of the Kirnmeridge Clay. 

But this is nothing to what follow’s, for we read that “ they attain 
a thickness of 120 metres, and belong to tlie Upper Kirnmeridge;” 
so that the aforesaid “M under or bunte Wealden-Mergel,” having 
started as a Weaiden formation, which had swiillowed up all the 
Purbecks, now figure in the Upper Kirnmeridge. 

But the geological hoideversemcnt of this most extraordinary region 
is not yet at an end, for we read that ‘-over these” “follow dark- 
coloured beds, twelve metres in thickness, rich in fossils, as Exogyra 
rirgida, Peefen coureutricus, etc., etc.,” bfdonging to the Lower Port- 
land, succeeded by the Upper Portlaml, and kSerpulit or Purbeck 
Limestone. 

Kow we were told in the first instance that tlieso wonderful Miinder- 
Mergel represented the Purbeck ])eds of Englisli geologists, and yet 
in this last passage they are represented as under! yiog not only the 
Purbeck Limestone but botli Upper and Low€‘r Portland. Yet, in 
the veiy teeth of this statement, we read in the fifth paragi*apli (»f the 
review, that under the lowest member of the Weidden, viz. the 
Miinder-Mergel, lies the Eim beck lui user limestone, “ which belongs 
to the Upper Portlandian, representing a portion of the Upper 
Jura, and forming, it may be, passage-beds from the Portland to 
the Weaiden.” So liere we have the wonderful M under above a 
member of the Upper Portlandian ; in tlie second paragraph it was 
below the Lower Portland. Unless, therefore, the Lower Portland is 
above the Upper Portlandian, paragraphs 2 and 5 contradict each other. 

This sort of muddle could never have occurred if a proper strati- 
graphical column had formed part of the w’ork in question. In 
order to arrive at the real meaning of the author, we cappend a literal 
translation of the passage which l>ears on the su})ject, followed by 
a column derived from a subsequent memoir by Herr Struckmaim,* 
which will represent what Herr Struckmann intended to show : — 

“ The Purbeck marls or Miinder-marls, which are to be regarded as 
the transition 8tej)s to the Weaiden, follow in regular superstralifi- 
cation the Upper Portland Beds, as the equivalent of which near 
Hanover the EirnbeckhUiiser Plattenkalke sliow themselves. These 
conditions of stratification are most distinctly observable in the 
Kappenberg, which stands out from the southern slope of the Heister 
between Altenhagen and Nienstedt. On the western and south- 
western slopes of this ridge, between the village of Altenhagen and 
the point where the road leading over the height from Nienstedt to 
Messenkamp descends in various windings into the wide valley 
* Neues Jahrb. fiir. Min., etc., 1881, fid. II. p. 102. 
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between the Deister and Siintel, there are a series of quarries, which 
furnish excellent information upon the sequence of the rooks. The 
strike of the beds runs from S.E. to N.W., with a very slight dip to 
N.N.E. The lowest beds consist of a very compact, blue limestone 
divided into thick beds, which is converted into quicklime in many 
limekilns. Upon this, separated by argillaceous partings, follow 
compact, oolitic, flaggy limestones with numerous examples of Exogyra 
virgula. Otherwise fossils are scarce ; Corhula mosensisj Buv., is the 
one that occurs most abundantly. Tiiese beds, which according to 
Credner attain a thickness of about 120 metres, belong to the Upper 
Kimmeridge. Upon them follow a thickness of about 12 metres of 
dark, in part black, marly limestones and shaly clays, with occasional 
intercalated thin, hard, flaggy limestones, rich in fossils, especially 

Erogyra virgula, etc These beds belong to the Lower 

Portland. Over these come the strata of the Upper Portland or the 
Eimbeckhiiuser Plattenkalke, which cover the whole broad ridge of 
the Kappenberg, with a thickness, according to H. Credner,^ of at 
least 88 metres. They are on the whole poor in fossils ; but Gervillia 
oltusn, etc., are more or less abundant upon particular slabs. 

“ On the northern slope of the Kappenberg the Plattenkalke are 
directl}’^ overlain bj^ the Purbeck Marls, upon which, for example, 
the village of Nienstedt stands; thej’ can also be traced along the 
road to Egestorf as far as the point where the forest road branches 
otf towards the Collnische Feld ; their thickness here amounts to 
about 80 metres ; above them follows the Serpulit.” 

The following is the sequence in the neighbourhood of Hanover, 
as given by Striickmann in his paper “ On the Parallelism of the 
Hanoverian and English Upper J urassic Deposits, above referred to : 


Wealden 


E NOLAND. 
/'Weald Clay. 

< Hastings beds. 

( Purbeck beds. 


( 


rouTi-AND < Portland Stone. \ 

\ Portland Sand. ) 

/Upper Kiramerid^'e Clay, 
Tp., ) liower Kimmeridj^e Clay. 

Kimmeridge Kijnmeridge Passage Beds. 

August, 1881. 


Hanover. 

Upper Wealden. 

Middle Wealden. 

Purbeck (Serpulite) or Lower Wealden. 
M under- Mcrgel as a transition between 
Purbeck and Portland. 
Eimbeckhiiuser. Plattenkalke. 

Zone of Ammonites gigas. 

Upper Kimmeridge or Virgula Beds. 
Middle Kimmeridge or Ptcroctras Beds. 
L. Kimmeridge (Astartian) =: Nerincea 
beds Zone of Terehratula humeralis, 

J. M. & W. H. H. 


A CORRECTION. 


Sir, — Will you allow me to correct a mistake I made in a letter 
appearing in your August Number? Mr. Day’s simple method for 
determining the outcrop on any given surface of a bed or trough 
of known cylindrical form, by means of a shadow cast in direct 
sunlight, is equally applicable to the inverse proposition, viz., to 
determine the form of the trough, knowing the outcrop. 

A. F. Griffith, B.A., 

Sandridge Vicarage, Christ’s Coll., Cambridge. 

St. Albans, Aug. 27, 1881. 

' Credner, Ob. Jura, p. 68. . 
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HEV. H. G. DAY’S REPLY TO MR. A. F. GRIFFITH. 

Siu, — A Mr. A. F. Griffith in your August Number comments on 
niy mathematics. 

"T certainly plead guilty to a single inaccuracy, which did not 
affect the principle : Mr. Griffith was hardly justified in accusing 
me ot “ singular inaccuracy.” 

I regret that he should fail to recognize that, if a figure A is the 
shadow of B, B would also be tho shadow of A. Also that he 
should so completely endorse Mr. Fisher’s original formulte, some of 
which contra(iict our previous ideas. An example will suffice : — 
“ It appears that no apparent obliquit^^ of trend can be given by a 
vertical section, e.g. by a vertical cliff! ” p. 21. 

It is superfluous either to criticize work that leads to such an 
anomaly, or to defend oneself against such an assailant. I leave the 
public to judge between us. H. G. Day. 

CERVUS MEGACEROS IX BERKSHIRE. 

Stu, — Further particulars about the antlers mentioned at page 95 
of the Geological Magazine for February last having come to 
hand, I learn that they wore found in the Peat at Ufton, near 
Aldermaston, in the Rennet Valley, when the peat was being dug 
for Mr. Congreve, the owner of the Aldermaston Estate, about 
forty years ago. Thomas P>enham, living at Tatley, and aged 72, 
had tlie specimens direct from Aldermaston House, and the informa- 
tion from the man who found them ; and he says that the marl below 
the peat not being dug into, when they raised the peat there for the 
purpose of burning it for ashes, the horns came from the peat itself. 
For notices of the Rennet Peat and its contents, and the manufacture 
and use of peat-ashes, see the “Transact, of the Newbury District 
Field-club,” vol. ii. 1878, pages 5, 123, 130, 141, 156, etc. 

■Aug. 31, 1881. T. Rupert Jones. 


ROCK-BASIXS OX GRAXITE TORS IX CORXWALL. 

Sir, — I would wish to know your opinion respecting the origin of 
the numerous rock-basins which occur on our granite tors in pro- 
fusion, and were first noticed by Borlase in his Antiquities of Corn- 
wall.” 

They occur also in Wales, I believe, (vide Leland’s Itin., vol. v. 
p. 59), and it would be interesting to know — in opposition to the 
Druid theory — whether these circular impressions, averaging in 
Cornwall about two feet in diameter, are concomitants of granite 
mountain tops the world over. 

Borlase assigned them a Druidical origin, believing them to be 
almost peculiar to Cornwall; and that they do not occur on every 
granite eminence I know from actual experience in other lands. For 
instance, granite peaks of Alleghanies. 

Thomas Cragor, F.R.G.S. 

Woodbury, Truro, Sept. 14, 1881. 
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1. — On Evaporation and Eccentricity, as Co-Factors in 
Glacial Periods.^ 

!By Lev. E. Hill, M.A., E.G.S., Tutor of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 

niHE effects of Evaporation on Temperature have often been con- 
JL sidered, yet much remains unknown. I am not aware that 
any one has called attention to the rapidity of its growth as tem- 
perature increases, and the consequences that follow. 

Dry air coming into contact with water absorbs moisture. It 
becomes saturated, unable to take up more, when it has absorbed a 
certain quantity dependent on its temperature. A cubic metre of 
air at OC. can hold 4*88 grammes of moisture, at 5C. it can hold 
6-81, at IOC. 9-38, at loC. 12*77, and at 20C. 17*19. Thus the 
amount of vapour increases much flister than in a simple proportion 
to the temperature. One well-known consequence of this is that if 
two currents of saturated air meet at different temperatures, their 
mixture must be attended by rain. Cubic metros of air at IOC. and 
20 C. as above together contain 26*o7 grammes of moisture. When 
mi^jed they take the temperature loC., but can only hold 2o*54 
grammes, and the surplus quantity must be precipitated. 

Conversely, the capacity for vapour of two cubic metres of dry air 
at different temperatures is greater than the capacity of two metres at 
the mean of those temperatures. Now the rate of evaporation from 
the surface of water is dependent on the capacity for vapour of the 
air above the water. When other things are equal, the amount of 
evaporation in a given time will be proportional to this capacity. 
The amount will therefore depend on the temperature ; increasing as 
the temperature increases, but at a faster rate. Thus the quantity 
evaporated in an hour of 100. followed by an hour of 20 C. will 
exceed that evaporated in two hours of 1 5 C. The excess as above 
will be about 4 per cent. So the evaporation during a year at 25 0. 
will fall short of that resulting from two half years at 20 C. and 
30 C. Thus fluctuations in temperature must increase the amount 
of evaporation. The wider these fluctuations, the greater that 
increase. The cubic metre of air at temperatures — 30 C., OC., and 
30 C. can hold respectively 0*41, 4*88, 30*85 grammes of moisture. 
The mean of the first and third is 15*63, which is more than three 
times the second. Thus the evaporation at a steady freezing tem- 

^ Communicated to the British Association at the York JVteeting of 1881, 
DECADE II.— VOL. VIII.— NO. XI. 31 
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perature would not be nearly equal to that produced under a 
temperature which oscillated from 30 degrees above to 30 degrees 
below zero. We may express the theorem tersely, though perha[)S 
rather obscurely, as that “ The mean evaporation under varying tem- 
peratiires exceeds the evaporation at the mean temperature.^* And any 
cause which increases the fluctuations will still further increase the 
excess. Thus, “ when temperatures vary about a mean, increased 
variation produces increased evaporation.” 

Every one who has dipped into the Glacial Epoch controversy will 
see that this fact has important bearings upon it. All agree tliat 
increased eccentricity of the earth’s orbit must bring wider variations 
of temperature. Such wider variations would raise the total evni)o- 
ration. Increased annual evaporation must prod\ice increased 
annual precipitation. At present some of the precipitation takes 
place in rain and some in snow. Each would lie augmented. At 
the Equator there would be heavier rains, at tlie Poles a greater 
snowfall and all the consequent effects. A sun nearer than at present 
in summer, more remote in winter, will give a colder January and 
hotter July. Hence will follow increased annual evaporation, and 
increased precipitation, and a Polar snowfall beyond that now 
experienced. But no increase of total annual heat accompanies this 
snowfall to melt it. There is reason for a greater fall, but no reason 
for greater melting. The surplus would accumulate, and although 
doubtless small, may with sufficient time reach any reasonable 
amount. 

The obvious objection to this argument is one formerly adduced by 
myself against l)r. Croll, that snow liberates in its formation as 
much heat as it absorbs in its dissipation. And this objection is 
valid as regards all snow produced by the meeting of warm and 
cold air-currents. The cold current is warmed as much as the wcn-m 
is cooled, and no heat thereby leaves the atmosphere. Increased 
snowfall if it resulted would be accompanied by increased melting. 
But there is a way in which heat is lost and snow produced which 
this objection does not touch. If air be heated, it rises from the 
ground and carries its heat into higher regions of the atmosphere. 
Here as the heat is radiated oflp, it finds a thick blanket of air below, 
a thinner coverlet above. Much less of the radiated heat will 
return to earth, much more will be lost in space, than for alike mass 
of air in contact with the ground. The uprush of warm air will 
carry with it watery vapour. Tlie particles of vapour under this 
more rapid radiation will soon cool down, and may reach a very low 
temperature. 'When the vapour falls to earth again, it will often fall 
as snow. Any cause which tends to increase u])-currents of air, 
ihcreases the loss of heat, and increases the rainfall and snowfall. 
So does any cause which increases the vapour carried aloft by those 
up-currents. Wider extremes of temperature produce such increase 
of vapour, and increased eccentricity produces such wider extremes. 

A less obvious, very abstruse, but serious difficulty arises from the 
simultaneous loss of heat by radiation. I have formerly shown 
(Geol. Mag. 1880, p. 17) that these increased fluctuations of heat- 
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supply, by means of their effect on radiation, lower the average 
temperature. May not this neutralize the increase of evaporation 
which would otherwise result? 

Tiiis difficulty may perhaps be removed by aid of an illustration. 
The temperature of the earth’s surface as heat is being poured on to 
it depends on the loss of heat from radiation and evaporation, and 
whatever other causes of loss exist : the temperature rises till the 
expenditure equals the supply. This is very analogous to the depth 
of water in a cistern into which there is a continual flow, but from 
which there is also a continual leakage. If we suppose the leaks to 
be cracks in the sides, which widen rapidly upwards, we get an 
analogy to the rapid increase of radiation and evaporation with rising 
temperature. Tlie water deepens in the cistern till the efflux equals 
the supply. At that point a large increase of supply may not raise 
the level much, since tl)e leakage increases so fast as the water rises. 
But a decrease of supply may lower the level a good deal if the 
cracks are rather narrow below. If this be the case, an inter- 
mittent supply will give a lower average level than a steady supply 
of the same total amount, which answers to fluctuations in the supply 
of heat lowering the mean annual temperature. Again, if one of the 
cracks widen upwards much more rapidly than the other, it will have 
a greater share in producing this effect, and the loss through it will 
be increased. Now as between radiation and evaporation it may be 
shown that the latter has by far the fastest increase. The latter, 
therefore, has the principal share in causing the extra loss which 
follows from varying heat-supply. 

It may perhaps bo asked, if the heat-loss from evaporation be 
thus increased while the heat-supply is unchanged, will not the earth 
be losing more than it receives ? Does not this conclusion conflict 
with the equilibrium of emission and supply ? If we export more 
than we import, must we not be growing poorer in heat? Those 
who can see this difficulty will probably see the answer, that under 
such circumstances less is lost by means of radiation : more flows 
out by one leak, and less by the other. 

These reasonings seem to me to prove that increased eccentricity 
must produce an increased amount of snow. But when we try to 
calculate the possible amount, we are, as usual, pulled up by an 
impossibility. This arises in the present case rather from the 
uncertainty of the data than from any difficulty in the operation. 
We may, however, form some rough notion ot wdiat is possible. 
Basing a calculation on the assumj^tion of evaporation proportional 
to capacity of dry air for vapour, wo find that a temperature fluctu- 
ating 10 F. on each side of 80 F., would give about one-fortieth 
more precipitation than would a steady 80 F. An equal fluctuation 
on each side of freezing would give much the same fractional increase. 
One-fortieth may seem small, but it must not be despised. If the 
present annual Arctic snowfall were 20 inches, all by supposition 
just melted, and if an uncompensated increase commence and 
gradually grow during the 12,000 years which will interchange tho 
seasons and bring the summer of the Northerif Hemisphere into 
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perihelion, ihen even though the utmost snowfall should have reached 
but 20^ inches, and the unmelted annual increase but half an inch, 
still the total accumulation would be 250 feet Even now, snow 
sometimes lies all the year through on Ben Nevis. Scotland would 
be very different with such a snow cap on its peaks. 

The fluctuation of 10® assumed above has not been taken quite at 
random. Maximum eccentricity might produce a fluctuation of over 
20® were radiation the only means of escape for the heat.^ This is 
too great, for the present eccentricity ought by a like calculation to 
produce a difference of temperature between January and June 
amounting to about 10® at the Equator. Actually it is, according to 
K. Johnston, only some 2®. On the other hand (on the same 
authority), in the Tropics three-fourths of the rainfall occurs in the 
three hottest months. So it would appear that the additional heat 
goes almost entirely to augment the precipitation. We can hardly 
doubt that intenser heat would still further augment the summer 
precipitation, while that of the remaining months is too small to be 
very much diminished. For Arctic regions, the few registers I can 
find (Rink, Nares, Nordenskiold) point either to a similar summer 
excess, or to a precipitation coining mainly in spring and autumn. 
A hotter summer would charge the atmosphere with more vapour, 
which would be precipitated in autumn, proliably with more snow. 

This action, whatever be its magnitude, works in harmony with 
Dr. Croll’s views. For the greatest extremes of summer heat and 
winter cold occur with high eccentricit}^ and with summer during 
perihelion, llie action ought to be most energetic on land sur- 
rounded by water. For the summer heat w^arming the w^ater will 
produce the intensified evaporation explained, whilst the land will 
begin to cool faster than the water under winter’s cold, and an in- 
draught of moist air may produce increased ^precipitation. This 
agrees with the vast extent of the Antarctic ice cap which has always 
seemed to me too far different from the Arctic ice fields to be due 
simply to difference of seasons. 

In conclusion, I may remark that the immobility of water in the 
form of snow, expounded by Mr. Wallace in “Island Life,” and the 
increased loss when heat is liberated at a greater elevation, sug- 
gested by Dr. Roberts in the Gkolooical Magazine, are both 
essential points in this theory. The present article supplements 
them by a third point, that as temperature increases, evaporation 
increases, but many times as fast, in fact with a transcendental ratio. 
Were it not for this, alterations of eccentricity would produce only 
mutually compensating effects. Mr. Wallace, in his admirable dis- 
cussion, considers the previously suggested actions to be adequate 
for a glacial period. For my part, here for the first time I see an 
action seeming certainly able to produce an appreciable effect. And 
it has yet to pass through its ordeal of criticism. 

1 These calculations use Dulong and Petit^s formula for radiation, and the common 
assumption that there is a “Temperature of Space” of 160 C below freezing. 
Neither is at all satisfactory, but the results prob^ly serve fairly for comparisons. 
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II. — JuEAssio Birds and their Allies.^ 

By Professor O. C. Maush, F.G.S. ; 
of Yale College, Newhaven, Ct., U.S.A. 

A bout twenty y^ears ago, two fossil animals of great interest 
were found in the lithographic slates of Bavaria, One was 
the skeleton of Archaeopteryx, now in the British Museum, and the 
other was the Compsognathus preserved in the Koyal Museum at 
Munich. A single feather, to which the name Archceopteryx was 
first applied by Von Meyer, had previously been discovered at the 
same locality. More recently, another skeleton has been brought to 
light in the same beds, and is nowin the Museum of Berlin. These 
three specimens of Arrhaopteryx are the only remains of this genus 
known, while of Compsognathus the original skeleton is, up to the 
present time, the only representative. 

When these two animals were first discovered, they were both 
considered to be reptiles l>y Wagner, who described Compsognathus , 
and this view has been held by various authors down to the present 
time. The best authorities, however, now agree with Owen that 
Archaeopteryx is a bird, and that Compsognathus, as Gegenbaur and 
Huxley have shown, is a Dinosaurian reptile. 

Having been engaged for several years in the investigation of 
American Mesozoic birds, it became important for me to study the 
European forms, and 1 have recently examined with some care the 
three known specimens of Archaeopteryx, I have also studied in the 
Continental Museums various fossil reptiles, including Compsognathus, 
which promised to throw light on the early forms of birds. 

During my investigation of Archaeopteryx, I observed several 
characters of importance not previously determined, and I have 
thought it might be appropriate to present them here. The more 
important of these characters are as follows : — 

1. The presence of true teeth, in position, in the skull. 

2. Vertebrse biconcave. 

3. A well-ossified, broad sternum. 

4. Three digits only in the manus, all with claws. 

5. Pelvic bones separate. 

6. The distal end of fibula in front of tibia. 

7. Metatarsals separate, or imperfectly united. 

These characters, taken in connexion with the free metacarpals, 
and long tail, previously described, show clearly that we have in 
Archaeopteryx a most remarkable form, whicli, if a bird, as I believe, 
is certainly the most reptilian of birds. 

If now we examine these various characters in detail, their 
importance will be apparent. The teeth actually in position in the 
skull appear to be in the premaxillary, as they are below or in front 
of the nasal aperture. The form of the teeth, both crown and root, 
is very similar to the teeth of Hesperornis, The fact that some 
teeth are scattered about near the jaw would suggest that they were 
implanted in a groove. No teeth are known from the lower jaw, 
but they were probably present. ^ 

^ Bead before Section D., British Association, at York, Sept. 2nd, 1881. 
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The presacral vertebras are all, or nearly all, biconcave, resembling 
those of Ichthyornis in general form, but without the large lateral 
foramina. There appear to be twenty-one presacral vertebras, and 
the same, or nearly the same, number of caudals. The sacral 
vertebras are fewer in number than in any known bird, those united 
together not exceeding five, and probably less. 

The scapular arch strongly resembles that of modern birds- The 
articulation of the scapula and coracoid, and the latter with the 
sternum, is characteristic ; and the furculum is distinctly avian. 
The sternum is a single broad plate, well ossified. It probably 
supported a keel, but this is not exposed in the known specimens. 

In the wing itself the main interest centres in the manus and its 
free metacarpals. In form and position these three bones are just 
what may be seen in some young birds of to-day. This is an 
important point, as it has been claimed that the hand of Arcliceopteryx 
is not at all avian, but reptilian. The bones of the reptile are 
indeed there, but they have already received the stamp of the bird. 

One of the most interesting points determined during my investi- 
gation of ArchoBopteryx was the separate condition of the pelvic 
bones. In all other known adult birds, recent and extinct, the three 
pelvic elements, ilium, ischium, and pubis, are firmly anchylosed. In 
young birds these bones are separate, and in all known Dinosaurian 
reptiles they are also distinct. This point may perhaps be made 
clearer by referring to the two diagrams before you,^ which I owe 
to the kindness of my friend Dr. Woodward, of the British Museum, 
who also gave me excellent facilities for examining the Archaopicryx 
under hie care. In the first diagram we have represented the pelvis 
of an American Jurassic Dinosaur allied to IgiianodoUf and here the 
j)elvic bones are distinct. The second diagram is an enlarged view 
of the pelvis of the Arcliceopteryx in the llritish Museum, and here 
too the ilium is seen separate from the ischium and pubis. 

In birds the fibula is usually incomplete below, but it may be 
co-ossified with the side of the tibia. In the t3^pical Dinosaurs, 
Iguanodon, for example, the fibula at its distal end stands in front 
of the tibia, and this is exactly its position in ArcJiceopteryx, an 
interesting point not before seen in birds. 

The metatarsal bones of Archceoptertfx show, on the outer face at 
least, deep grooves between the three elements, which impl^'^ that 
the latter are distinct, or unite late together. The free metacarpal 
and separate pelvic bones would also suggest distinct metatarsals, 
although they were placed closely together, so as to appear connate. 

Among other points of interest in Archoiopteryx may be mentioned 
the brain-cast, which shows that the brain, although comparatively 
small, was like that of a bird, and not that of a Dinosanrian reptile. 
It resembles in form the brain-cast of Laopteryx^ an American 
J urassic bird, which I have recently described. The brain of both 
these birds appears to have been of a somewhat higher grade than 
that of Hesperornis, but this may have been due to the fact that the 
latter was an aquatic form, while the Jurassic species were land birds, 

^ The diagrams referred to were exhibited at the York Meeting, Brit. Association. 
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As the Dinoaaurta are now generally considered the nearest allies 
to Birds, it was interesting to find in those investigated many points 
of i-’resemblance to the latter class. Compsognathus, for example, 
shows in its extremities a striking similarity to Archcnopteryx. The 
three-clawed digits of the manus correspond closely with those of 
that genus ; although the bones are of different proportions. The 
hind feet also have essentially the same structure in both. The 
vertebrje, however, and the pelvic bones of Compsognathus differ 
materially from those of Archceopteryx, and the two forms are in 
reality widely separated. While examining the Compsognathus 
skeleton, I detected in the abdominal cavity the remains of a small 
reptile which had not been previously observed. The size and 
position of this inclosed skeleton would imply that it was a foetus, 
but it may possibly have been the young of the same species ; or an 
allied form, that had been swallowed. ISo similar instance is known 
among the Dinosaurs. 

A point of resemblance of some importance between Birds and 
Dinosaurs is the clavicle. All birds have these bones, but they have 
been considered wanting in Dinosaurs. Two specimens of Iguanodon, 
ill the British Museum, however, show that these elements of the 
pectoral arch were present in that genus, and in a diagram before 
3^ou one of these bones is represented. Some other Dinosauria 
possess clavicles, but in several families of this subclass, as I regard 
it, they appear to be wanting. 

The nearest approach to Birds now known would seem to be in 
the very small Dinosaurs from the American Jurassic. In some of 
these the separate bones of the skeleton cannot be distinguished 
with certainty from those of Jurassic Birds, if the skull is wanting, 
and even in this part the resemblance is striking. Some of these 
diminutive Dinosaurs were perhaps arboreal in habit, and the 
difference between them and the Birds that lived with them may 
have been at first mainly one of feathers, as I have shown in my 
Memoir on the Odontoruithes, published during the past year. 

It is an interesting fact that all the Jurassic birds known, both 
from Europe and America, are land birds, while all from the Creta- 
ceous are a(piatic forms. The four oldest known birds, moreover, 
differ more widely from each other than do any two recent birds. 
These facts show that we may hope for most important discoveries 
in the future, especially from the Triassic, which has as yet furnished 
no authentic trace of birds. For the primitive forms of this class 
we must evidently look to the Palaeozoic rooks. 

III. — Note on a Find of Romalonotus in Bed Beds at Torquay. 
by A. CHAMrEKNowNE, M.A., F.G.S. 

T his fine specimen, which has been so faithfully rendered in 
two views by Miss G. M. Woodward, was found by me, 
together with portions of other individuals of the genus, in some 
red finely-sandy or silty beds, interstratified with grits, in the 
Cutting of the new road on the eastern side of Lincoln be Hill 
at Torquay. The beds are traversed by a coarse cleavage dipping 
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south, which usually ignores the hard grit bands. We may oall 
them for the present the “Lincombe, Warberry, and Smuggler’s 
Cove grits,” and their probable equivalents will be considered shortly. 

Within a hundred yards west of the spot where the specimen 
occurred, this sub-group becomes mottled with light colours, brown 
grits appearing, and passes down into the Meadfoot series — properly 
so-called — but in the opposite direction or north-eastern part of 
Lincombe Hill, the red beds are seen to be synclined, dipping first 
N. 25° W. at 25°, and then S. 20° E. at 40°. 

The grits of the Meadfoot series are less distinctly quartzose, 
and are more tenacious, requiring heavier hammers. If we imagine 
this lower group coloured red, it is difficult to say whether, on purely 
palaeontological grounds, they would be separable from the upper, 
but it is probable they might be. 

The buff and brown weathering of the IMeadfoot beds disappears 
with depth, as the heaps shot out from the Torquay drainage works 
show, grits and shales alike being of a blue-black tint (coloured 
wuth protoxides ?) ; whereas red or purple beds as a rule are so 
both at the surface and in depth. 

In the passage beds described above, I hold that we have a 
horizon corresponding in general terms with that between the 
Hangman and Lynton Groups of North Devon. I here refer the 
reader to a concise paper by Mr. Tawney on this subject.^ The 
space at my disposal does not admit of many words, but from some 
of his conclusions I should somewhat differ. He, however, recog- 
nizes that the red beds are newer than the Meadfoot series, against 
which they are faulted on the coast. 

If now we look abroad, we seem to gain some insight into the 
occurrence of red sandstones of marine origin on tlie same horizon 
in the Devonian rocks. In the Eitbl District the “ llomalonotus Red 
Flagstones,” so named by Murchison, occupy a horizon high in the 
Lower Devonian beds, scarcely removed from the base of the 
Calceolen-schiefer, and the bulk of the Coblentzian or ’Ahrian, the 
chief home of the Pleurodictyum j)Tohlematicnm (though this mud- 
loving Favositid ranges higher in the series) lies below them. So 
again I should venture to assume, not yet having seen them, that 
the red rocks of Rurnot (poudinguo, schistes rouges de Viclit, etc.) 
occupy a similar position in the Devonian rocks of Relgium. It is 
in fact difficult to escape from this conclusion, inasmuch as they 
overlie the Ahrian, and are themselves overlain by the principal 
Devonian shales and limestones. M. Mourlon- estimates them at 
from 350 to 400 metres, about 1230 feet, a thickness fairly com- 
parable with the Hangman beds. He observes that ‘‘fossils are 
very rare in them, as with other Befgian Devonian beds of red 
colour,” but adds that “M. Firket has lately found at Fraipont 
blocks of fossiliferous ‘poudingue,’ containing Stringocephalus Burtini 
and JJneites Gryplius, characteristic fossils of the limestone of Givet.” 

' On the Occurrence of Fossils at Smuggler’s Cove, Torquay, Keport Dev. 
Association, 1870, p. 291. . 

* Gieologie de la Belghiuo, vol. i. p. 68. 
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Thia is a circumstance of some interest, when w^e remember that an 
ui)per bed of our Hangman series at West Challacombe Bay con- 
tains String ocephali in abundance, as I have seen for myself. 

The Romalonoti would seem to lie somewhat lower or near the base 
of the presumed equivalent beds in South Devon, and such appear- 
ing to be their geological position, it is a question of classification 
whether the beds shall be regarded as the uppermost of the Lower 
or lowest of the Middle Devonian. Mr. Etheridge, as regards the 
Hangman, adopts the latter view. M. Mourlon classes the beds of 
Burnot with the Lower Devonian. 

Mr. Tawney’s Smuggler’s Cove list includes “ Homalonotus, n.sp, 
(most like U. Johannis from the Wenlock beds).” With his list the 
fossils associated with the Homalonoti at the new road would appear 
to tally, though they are in a bad state of preservation. They 
include : — 

Orthoceras (oiio speciniou). 

HoiopcKa (or other Gasteropod with the aperture entire : — 5-wli()rled). 

Ct/pricar«li(r,s / sp. 

Myalitia (small). 

'Tcntarutileii (not common as quoted by Mr. Tawney from Smuggler’s Cove). 

ChoHdrs aord/dtf, Pliill., often crowded in certa.n layers. 

(See additions in postscript this month, p. 528.) 

At Smuggler’s Cove, with Mr. Lee, we found in reddish schistose 
masses slipi)ed from the cliff many casts of Or this, Spirifera, and 
Lejdmiia laticosia. The bed effervesces, being an impure limestone. 

Some Lower Devonian beds are so like some Ludlow Rocks (only 
red-stained), and with flakes of greenish clay within the gritty layers, 
as we see in the Usk district with Ilolopellcc and Chonetes, as sorely 
to try the faith of the most orthodox. 

We can claim no Foreland beds in South Devon, the Meadfoot beds, 
equivalent to the Lynton, being to all a2>pearance the lowest visible. 

IV. — Note on a new English IIoMAioyorus fkoji the Devonian, 
Torquay, S. Devon. 

By IlENiiy WooDWAiu), LL.D., F.ll.S., F.G.S. 

(PLATE XIII.) 

T he fossil, which forms the sulgect of our Plate, is a most 
welcome addition to our list of IMiddle Devonian fossils,^ and I 
am much indebted to my friend Mr. Arthur Champernowne, F.G.S., 
for the o])portunity of describing it. 

This fine I'rilobito is rather larger than the celebrated Homa- 
lonotus delphinoccpliaJ ns, Green, from the Wenlock Limestone of 
Dudley, but although somewhat distorted by slaty cleavage, it can 
readily be seen that the Torquay fossil is referable to Mr. J. W. 
Salter’s section of Homalonoti with spines, which he named Burmei- 
sleria. This division includes all those species having the body 
elongate, convex; head triangular; eyes approximate on gibbous 
cheeks. Glabella distinct, lobeless, sinuous. Thorax slightly- 
lobed and spinous, as is also the many-ribbed pointed tail. (Type 
H. HerschelU) Devonian.” 

^ See Fostscript to this article with list of additional Ibssils given on p, 628 . 
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This section of Homalonoti is interesting on account of its wide 
distribution, as may be seen by the following list : — 

1. Momalmotus EerscheUiy Miirch., Devouiau, South Africa. 

2. ,, armatus, Bunn. „ Eifel, llheuish Prussia. 

3. ,, elongnim^ Salter, ,, South Devon. 

4. ,, De Vem. ,, Spain. 

The species described by Mr. Salter from the Lower Devonian, 
Meadfoot Sands, S. Devon, as Homalonotus elongattis, is founded 
upon a tail only, remarkable even in ibis elongated genus for its 
lengthened shape. A careful studj*^ of JL elongatus, Salter (given 
on plate x. figs. 1 and 2, of Mr. Salter’s Monograph, Pal. Soc. 1805, 
part ii., British Trilobites, p. 122), leads me to conclude that Mr. 
Champernowne’s fossil cannot have belonged to this species. For 
ill all the Homalonoti, the thoracic somites pass by an almost 
insensible gradation into the tail-portion, with little or no change 
in the style of ornamentation between the free and moveable ribs 
of the thorax and the consolidated caudal scries. The unitpie 
specimen of H. elongatus in Mr. Townshend PlalPs Collection is 
very strongly trilobed, and appears to have had four pairs of spines 
along its median axis, and two pairs upon the lateral portions. Mr. 
Champernowne’s specimen has little or no signs of trilobation, 
being in this respect verj^ like in form to the Homalonotus Herschelli 
from the Cape, and H, delphinoce'plialns from Dudley. 

Although but a cast, from which all trace of the actual shell has 
disappeared, the pseudomorph shows that this species had thirteen 
free and moveable thoracic ribs with broadly ex[)anded pleurae 
each armed with a pair of spines placed about one inch apart and 
forming two parallel rows. The glabella is oblong and has three 
pairs of spines placed on the lateral portion and three along the 
median line, of which the most anterior appears to have been 
double. There is no evidence of any cheek-spines. 

The eyes appear to be situated nearer to the genal border than in 
H. armatus, and the rostrum is rather more prominently developed. 
If we assume the tail-portion when ]3erfect to have been two inches 
(which is fully within the relative proportions — ^judging from many 
other species), this would give the Torquay specimen a length of 
8 inches and a breadth measured along the curve of the thorax at 
its widest part of oj inches. 

The Eifel species {H. armatus) is relatively broader and shorter, 
measuring 6 inches in length by 3 inches across the widest part of 
the thorax. 

The fossil displays almost better than any other specimen I have 
seen the beautiful cardinal or hinge-like joints by which the segments 
of the thorax are articulated with one another ; precisely the same 
in construction as the hinges in the jointed somites of the tail of a 
living lobster. (See Plate XIII. B. side-view.) 

After careful comparison with the other species, I am led to con- 
clude, from the position of the eyes, the spines on the head, the 
proportions of the thoracic somites, and the relative size of the fossil 
as compared with its two nearest allied forms, H, armatus and H. 
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Herschelli, that it is specifically distinct from either of these spinose 
species of Homalonoti, and also from JJ. elongatuSj as already stated. 

I have, therefore, much pleasure in dedicating this new Devonian 
Homalonotus to the discoverer as H. Champernownei, sp. nov., from 
the Lincombe and Warberry Grits, New Cut, Torquay ; which are 
probably the equivalent of the Hangman Grits and of the Homalo^ 
notus red flagstone of the Eifel. 

V. — Notice of New Fisu Remains from the Blackband Iron- 
stone OF Borough Lee, near Edinburgh. Ro. 11.^ 

By Dr. R. H. TiomuAiu, F.R.S., F.G.S. 

CrypJiiolepiSf gen. nov. 

C RANIAL structure typically palmoniscoid, with wide gape and 
oblique suspensorium ; teeth conical, sharp, incurved, of 
different sizes, larger alternating with smaller. Eins palaBoniscoid, 
fiilcrated ; dorsal nearly opposite the interval between the ventrals 
and the anal ; caudal powerfully heterocercal, deeply cleft, inequilo- 
bate. Body-scales thin, rounded, but seldom sy^mmetrically so, 
deeply imbricating ; their external free or ganoid areae distinctly 
marked off, and sculptured with closely set ridges which are appa- 
rently tubular internally. Scales of the caudal body-prolongation 
of the usual pala^oniscoid contour. 

Cryphiolepis striatiis, Traq. 

CcelacantJius striatus, Traq. Geol. Mag. Jan. 1881. 

A few weeks ago, I was somewhat startled by the discovery that 
the scales, to which in the Geological Magazine for January of 
this year, I gave the name of Codacauthus striatiis, belonged, not to 
a CceJacanthus at all, but to a fish, in other respects, of typically 
Palceoniscid structure ! The error was no doubt a serious one, but 
also one, which I think any one who looks at the detached scales, — 
thin, rounded, deeply imbricating, and delicately striated on their 
free surfaces, as they are, — will readily be disposed to excuse. As 
it is, our knowledge of the British Palmozoic fauna is enriched by 
the addition of a remarkably aberrant form of Pnlaoniscidce, and one 
which shows not only how dangerous it may be to found conclusions 
on fragmentary remains, but also how small may be the s^'^stematio 
value of the mere external shapes of the scales of Ganoid Fishes. 

The first specimen which opened my eyes to the true nature of 
the fish in question, was a fragment showing, attached to a mass of 
the scales of the supposed Coelacauthus, a ventral and anal fin of 
distinctly PalaBoniscid structure, along with a few rays of the caudal. 
Anteriorly is found a mandible, whose form, sculpture, and dentition 
at once throws light upon certain detached mandibles, which I had 
previously obtained, and supposed to belong to a new species of 
Elouichthys, The next specimen was more perfect, and showed the 
entire figure of the fish, with head and tail, and all the fins, save 
the pectoral, in a tolerably good state of preservation. 

' For Part I. see Geol. Mao. January, 1881, J)p. 34-37. 
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This more perfect specimen measures altogether 5 inches in length 
by 2J in greatest depth at the ventral fins ; the shape of the body 
is thus deep and ovoid, but the appearance of the head and the 
jumbled condition of the scales leave room for suspicion that its 
proportions may be somewhat shortened up by post-mortem distor- 
tion. 

The bones of the head are not in a very good state of j)reservation, 
yet they show quite enough to prove in an unmistak cable way tlieir 
typically palasoniscoid arrangement. I'he hyoniandibular suspenso- 
rium is very oblique, the gape proportionably wide. I'he maxilla is 
in shape very like that of Cosmoptychhis striatus, and like it has its 
broad portion marked with fine closely set ridges, mostly })arallel 
with its upper and posterior margins. The mandible is here badly 
preserved, though the mouth is seen lying 2)retty widely open. 
Detached dentary bones in my collection are about an inch, some- 
times a little more, in length ; stout, and tapering anteriorly ; the 
depth behind being i, and near the symphysis of entire length ; 
the outer surface is ornamented with rather fine, closely set ridges, 
which are parallel with the lower but ol)li(pte to the uj>per margin of 
the bone ; the upper margin itself is set at short intervals with 
stout, conical, pointed and incurved teeth, between which may be 
observed others of smaller size, and more externally jdaced. Tho 
opercular bones are ill preserved though evidently arranged in 
palmoniscid fashion ; the clavicle is of the form prevalent in this 
family, and is externally ornamented with ridges, which are coarser 
than those of the facial bones. 

The ventral fin, of considerable size and consisting of numerous 
closely set rays, is of the usual acuminate form ; the dorsal is very 
imperfect, but its position is clearly seen to be nearly opposite the 
interval between the ventrals and the anal ; the latter, though the 
extremities of its anterior rays are broken up, is evidently of the 
ordinary palaeoniscid shape, triangular-acuminate and falling away 
rapidly behind. The rays of the lower lobe of the caudal are 
likewise broken up towards their extremities, and those of the upper 
have their joints altogether dislocated and jumbled, but the typically 
palaeoniscid configuration of the fin is unmistakeable, being strongly 
heterocercal with well-preserved body-prolongation, deeply cleft and 
doubtless considerably inequilobate. The rays of all the fins are 
numerous, closely set, and divided by transverse articulations, which 
leave the joints rather longer than broad ; their outer surfaces are 
brilliantly ganoid, and ornamented by a few longitudinal grooves, 
which in the rays of the upper lobe of the caudal are numerous and 
close enough to form a regular striation. 

The caudal body-prolongation is bordered above by a row of 
acutely pointed, strongly -striated V-scales ; those clothing its sides 
also conform to the ordinary paloeoniscid type, being minute, 
acutely lozenge-shaped, and externally nearly smooth, being orna- 
mented only by one or two longitudinal grooves. 

But, on the tail pedicle, and over all the rest of the body the 
scales are thin and of a rounded shape, though it must also be 
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observed that in few cases are they quite symmetrically rounded, 
there being usually more or less of a peculiar obliquity of form, 
which reminds us, to some small extent, of the rhombic contour 
of the ordinary palaaoniscid scale. On their attached surfaces these 
scales are smooth, and perfectly destitute of the vertical keel, 
articular spine and socket found in ordinary Palaontscida and in 
most other rhombic scaled Ganoids. The outer surface shows 
posteriorly a free ganoid and sculptured area, occupjdng about i 
of the entire space, the remaining covered portion being dull and 
marked with very delicate concentric lines of growth. The exposed 
area is covered with fine, brilliantly ganoid ridges, raised above 
the general surface, closely set, subparallel, and proceeding to the 
posterior margin without convergence; they are frequently inter- 
calated, but more rarely appear to bifurcate. When examined by 
a hand lens, these ridges, where the surface is abraded, appear to be 
hollow internally with only a very thin external covering, their 
tubular interiors being filled with white carbonate of lime, but I 
have not yet had the opportunity of subjecting the structure of the 
scales to examination by the compound microscope. 

Rvmarhs. — The occurrence of a pala^oniscid fish with rounded 
imbricating scales, though new to llritish rocks, is not altogether 
new to science. Alread}^ in 1875 Prof. Anton Fritsoh, of Prague, 
had discovered in the Lower Permian Gas Coal of Kounova, in 
Poliemia, a small fish he thus briefly noticed. — 

“ (Nov. gen.) Kounoriensls. — 1st cine neue Gattung von Fischen, 
die bei dem Gesammthabitus eines PalcBoniscus mit Cycloiden- 
Schuppen verseheu ist. Dio Schwanzflosse ist heterocerc, die 
Kiefovii mit grossen s^ntzen Ziihnen versehen. Die Gesanimtlange 
betriigt 10 cm. Der lluhe nach sind 12 Scliuppenreihen der Liinge 
nach etwa 50.” ^ For this new and interesting genus Prof. Fritsch 
afterwards proposed the name Sphcerolepis, “ stating that the scales 
are “ kroisrund,” but I am not aware of his having as yet published 
any full generic or specific diagnosis of the fish. Accordingly, with 
a view of ascertaining the generic relationship of the above described 
Carboniferous fish to the Bohemian Splicerolejns, I have carefully ex- 
amined a specimen of the latter, which the British Museum obtained 
some years ago from Prof. Fritsch himself. Naturally, however, I 
feel great reluctance and delicacy as to entering into any detail as to 
Prof. Fritsch’s fish, before he has himself overtaken its complete 
description and illustration in his magnificent work on the Yertebrata 
of the Bohemian I’ermian Gas Coal and Limestones, now in course 
of publication. It will be quite sufficient to state that the symmetrical, 
and consequently more typically “ c^mloidal ” contour of its scales, 
and the apparent absence of a sharply defined area with peculiar 
tubular ridges, together with other points, seem to me to be ample 
justification for erecting the Borough Leo fish into a separate genus. 
For this 1 propose the term Cryphiolepis, on account of the decep- 

^ Sitzimgsbcriolito der k. hdhm, Gesellscli. der Weiss, 19 March, 1876. 

3 Ib. Juu. 1877, also March, 1879. 
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tive appearance of the scales when found in an isolated, or detached 
condition. 

Geological Position and Locality. — ^In the Blackband Ironstone of 
the Middle Carboniferous Limestone Series, worked at Borough Lee, 
near Edinburgh. 

YL — The MKTAMORrHic and Associated Books South of Wexford. 
By C. Callaway, M.A., D.Sc. Lond., F.G.S. 

I RISH land, wdiich has so long puzzled our statesmen, proves to be 
equally perplexing to our geologists. The metamorphic rocks 
have excited much controversy, and new problems are emerging. 
Prof. Hull ' claims to have found Laiirentians in Donegal, Galways 
and intermediate localities, while Mr. Kinahan, in this Magazine,® 
sums up the evidence for the old opinions. As I have recently 
studied one of the areas referred to by the latter, I submit a few 
comments on a part of his paper. I am much indebted to him for 
the very kind and courteous manner in which he abridged my 
work by indicating the most important secticms, and regret that I 
must ungratefully repay the obligation by ditfering widely from his 
conclusions. 

Mr. Kinahan utters a very just caution against attaching undue 
importance to lithological characters. Lithology must undoubtedly 
be subordinate to petrology. But the Arclucan geologists are quite 
justified in accepting, with due precautions, the guidance of lithology, 
when petrology is not available. 

The paragraph (p. 427) in Mr. Kinahan’s paper which I venture 
to criticize runs thus : — “ The rocks of the Carnsore or S.E. Wexford 
district I have very carefully worked out, and to me it appears that 
northward and westward they gradually merge into unmetaniorphic 
rocks ; and in the latter are found Oldhamia, a Cambrian fossil.*’ 
These words call for special comment, because, as it appears to me, 
they express a fallacy of observation which has led to very erroneous 
conclusions. The argument mainly runs upon the words ‘‘gradually 
merge.” I shall endeavour to show that the facts of the case can 
only be met by inserting “ do not ” before “ gradually.” 

It has been fre(piently assumed that, if a metamorphic rock lies 
near unaltered beds whose age is determined by fossils, the former 
must be an altered portion of the latter series. The possibility that 
the two rocks were brought together by faults has not received due 
attention. In the Survey Map of Anglesey, as I have shown in this 
Magazine and elsewhere, the same beds are in one place coloured 
“ Cambrian ” and in another “ Silurian,” simply because they were 
locally associated with those groups ; whereas, on a closer examina- 
tion, the junctions between the altered and unaltered series were 
invariably seen to be faults. I contend that the same oversight has 
vitiated the published work on the geology of Wexford. 

The Survey Map of the Carnsore area represents three parallel 

' British Association, 1881; and previously in 
* September, 1881 ; also British Association, 1881. 
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bands striking to the west-south-west, and respectively consisting, 
taking them from south to north, of (1) granite, (2) metamorphic 
schist, and (3) unaltered Ordovician. This arrangement, if accepted, 
would seem to lend some support to Mr. Kinahan’s opinion of a 
gradual passage between the granite and the Ordovician, or, accord- 
ing to his more recent view, Cambrian. But the three unbroken 
strips of colour do not truly represent the facts. It would be more 
correct to describe the district as a mosaic of irregular fragments. 
The ground is scored with faults, some of them so close together 
that, within an acre, at least three formations sometimes crop to the 
surface. The broken nature of the district is, indeed, recognized by 
Mr. Kinahan in the Survey Memoir,” and in his ‘‘ Geology of 
Ireland ; ” but he nevertheless maintains that there is a passage 
between the metamorphic and the unaltered rocks, though no clear 
case of transition is recorded in his works, and all the facts I 
observed in the field were inconsistent with such a supposition. 
Blit some details must be given. 

Carnsore (xranitb. — There are two points to be considered here 4 
First, is the rock metamorphic or igneous? Mr. Kinahan affirms 
that it is metamor])hio, with igneous intrusions. Of the former 
point I could find no proof. I searched the coast section from 
Carnsore Point to the most northerly limit of the granite band, as 
indicated on the map, and could detect no trace of anything but 
undoubted igneous granite. I examined the ground for some 
distance inland, and searched dozens of stone walls, but the result 
was the same. The rock is ])erfectly crystalline, and is, indeed, 
porphyritic, large prisms of felspar being thickly scattered through 
the matrix. If metamorphic granite occurs in mass, it is singular 
that in so limited an area it should be so difficult of detection, 
especially as I se.irched all the localities in which Mr. Kinahan 
states that foliation occurs. There is, however, plenty of parallel 
jointing, which may have been taken for bedding. 

Second, does the Carnsore granite pass into the schistose band? 
Of this no proof is even adduced. No sections are given or localities 
named. We have nothing but the general statement that the granite 
graduates through schist and ‘^subraetamorphic” rocks into unaltered 
Cambrian. Yery few exposures occur near the line of junction, but 
I found, about 200 yards north of the line, south-east of Lady’s 
AVell, a thin-bedded dark gneiss with garnets, a rock which ceidainly 
bore no signs of a character intermediate between porph 3 Titic granite 
and the schists of the second band. Indeed, this gneiss is far less 
granitoid than some bods which occur much further from the granite. 
The granite of the Sal tee Islands, which I did not examine, is also 
said to be metamorphic, but, as it lies several miles south of the 
second or schistose zone, it is obvious that it is of no use for our 
purpose. 

Metamorphic Band. — Ibis zone is about one mile wide, striking 
west-south-west to Crossfarnoge Point. The rock is typically a 
greenish chloritic gneiss, spotted with grains of felspar. It some- 
times varies into chlorite schist, and is often interfoliated with 
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felspathio or quartzo-felspathic seams. The chlorite variety is 
sometimes so fine-grained as to resemble a slate, but, even under 
the pocket-lens, it is seen to be a true foliated schist. 

According to hypothesis, these schists should graduate into the 
submetamorpliic rocks, but of this passage there is no satisfactory 
proof. In the immediate Carnsore district there are no junction 
sections. The Survey Map, indeed, repi-esents the two groups in 
contact north-east of Ballytrent House; but, after a careful ex- 
amination of the section, 1 could find no trace of the less altered 
series. The rocks are here very clearly exposed in the shore for 
about half a mile, the junction being placed on the Map in about 
the middle of the section. The facts do not justify this separation. 
The whole series is truly mctamorphic, consisting of the t^’pes I 
have described. The green shdy' -looking bands, which are frecpuuitly 
intercalated with gneissose beds, have apj^arently boon mistaken for 
the rocks of the submetamorphic ” group, from which they widely 
differ in their degree of metamorphism. These green rocks are 
thoroughly, though minutely, crystalline ; whereas the “ submeta- 
morphic” group is typically a felspathic slate in wliich inetamorphism 
does not advance beyond the incipient stage. 

Seven miles to the west-soiitli-wcst, near Tom Haggard, we find 
the two series in contact, but there are no signs of a passage, ami 
the junction has all the ap])earances of a fault. North of the junction, 
we find nothing but pale-green slates, witli here and there some 
gritty bands. I traced the succession for about two miles across the 
“ submetamorphic ” zone. Sometimes the rocks bore slight traces 
of foliation, but the alteration occurred at irregular intervals, and 
did not increase towards the junction with the metaraorpliio series. 
The slates stopped abruptly on the north side of a slight depression, 
and, immediately to tlie south of the hollow, we come to gneiss and 
chlorite schist, with no trace of the slate series. 

Both types are well seen on the shore north of Greenoro Point 
with their ordinary lithological characters. Masses of gneiss and of 
green slate lie side by side, but in no case could 1 find a passage 
between the two. In one spot, near the Point, they occur on exactly 
the same strike, the beds of the slate seeming to be a contiiiuatit)n 
of the gneiss ; hut there is no merging of the one into the other, and 
the junction is clearly a fault. In another place, a mass of red 
sandstone is let in between two areas of gneiss and slate lying on 
the same strike. 

I was so satisfied in the Carnsore district that the two formations 
were brought together by faults, that I thought it unnecessary to 
examine the section at Crossfarnoge Point, especially as Mr. Dn 
Noyer’s Map quite bears out my views. At the north end of this 
Map is an area of “ subinetamorphic rocks,” bounded on the south 
by a ‘‘gabbro dyke.” South of the dyke, Mr. Du Noyer represents 
“gneiss alternating with schist,” “granitoid gneiss,” and “gneiss, 
with some schist bands,” a description which agrees very well with 
what I saw on the same strike near Ballytrent House. Mr. Kinahan, 
indeed, represents th^ case somewhat differently. Mr. Du Noyer's 
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“schists” he calls “argillites,” and he supposes they are the same 
as the “ submetamorphic rocks ” north of the dyke ; but as he 
himself describes his “ argillites ” as “ principally talcose and hom- 
blendic,” it is obvious that they cannot be identical with the slates 
of the “ submetamorphic ” series, which, though sometimes slightly 
talcose (or chloritic), are never homblendio. 

“ Lower Silurian ” Zone. — This band (6 2) occupies the country 
between the metamorphic zone, and the Carboniferous band south 
of Wexford. From Mr. Kinahan’s later works, I understand he has 
modified his original opinion, and has adopted a Cambrian age for 
the rocks. I believe it will be found that four distinct formations 
are represented within the area. 

(1) Ordovician. — Grey shale, grit, and conglomerate, near Tagoat, 
wdtli Ortliis Actonice and O. testudinnria. Black and grey shales at 
Bannow. These, the ordinary types of the district, show their 
affinity with the Bala series, not only in their fossils, but by their 
close lithological resemblance. 

(2) Cambrian (Longmijnd), — The prevailing types are pale-green, 
red, and purple clay-slates. They are well seen on the shore at 
Bannow, and are said to contain Oldhamia. They are true argilla- 
ceous deposits, and are easily distinguishable from the felspathic 
slates of the “ submetamorphic ” group. Considering the great dis- 
tance between the two areas, their resemblance to the Salopian types 
is very striking. In an examination of the localities where they are 
said to pass into “ submetamorphic ” rocks, I failed to find the slight- 
est foundation for such a conclusion. The Cambrian is as unaltered 
as in the Longmynd Hills, while the felspathic series usually exhibits 
a slight glaze indicative of incipient metamorphism, and sometimes 
contains beds of liornstone. 

(3) Hgpometamorjjhic series. — As these rocks are everj^where 
faulted against other formations, petrology furnishes us with no 
proof of their age. They are quite unlike Ordovician and Cambrian, 
both in mineral characters and state of alteration. At the same time, 
their resemblance in both points to the Pebidian rocks of Anglesey 
is very marked. It is difficult to present the full force of this argu- 
ment on paper, but after several months’ close study of the Welsh 
types, my examination of the Wexford rocks produced a veiy strong 
oj^inion of the identity of the two series. The prevailing rock in 
both areas is the pale-green altered felspathic slate. Similar grits 
and hornstones also occur. Bands of quartzite, which are not usual 
in Pebidian rocks in England and South Wales, are found in 
Anglesey, and more conspicuously in the Wexford district. Any 
inference from the strong lithological affinities here indicated could 
not, of course, withstand clear stratigraphical evidence, but, as such 
proof is wanting, lithology affords a high probability of contempo- 
raneity. 

(4) Metamorphic series. — ^Here also petrology is of little service, 
and lithology is again almost the only available guide. Comparing 
these rocks with our known gneissio formations, the Lewisian and 
the Anglesey group, presumably Dimetian, the a*esemblanoe to the 
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latter is nuiob the closer. Tlie green chlorite schists, which are so 
marked a feature in Anglesey, are almost equally conspicuous in the 
Carnsore area; while the gneissose and gmnitoid types are also 
similar in both localities. In Anglesey, however, granitoid rock 
forms a thick band at the summit of the series, while, in Wexford, 
granitoid seams, usually of no great thickness, are intercalated with 
the green schists. It is also to be observed that if the strike of the 
Anglesey schist were produced to the soutli-west, it would pass 
through the Carnsore district. The massive, highly crystalline 
character of the Lewisian gneiss, together with the predominance of 
homblendic and micaceous constituents, strongly distinguishes it 
from the Carnsore schists. 

These four types, Ordovician, Cambrian. Pebidian, and (?) Dimetian, 
are represented in this narrow band. All the groups liave a pre- 
vailing strike to the west-south-west, but wherever observed, and 
sections described as critical were selected, there were no indications 
of a passage between any two of the formations. 

I have recognized the Pebidians in other parts of Leinster, but 
their description lies beyond the scope of the present paper. It 
may perhaps be hoped that the discovery of this new series in 
Ireland will clear up some difficulties. The lithology of these rocks 
has obviously perplexed Irish geologists, and they have been referred 
to more than one formation. Tlieir distinct mineral characters 
should, however, enable their distribution to be determined. 

I had not intended to publish anything on Irish Archaean geology 
until 1 had visited other districts, but Mr. Kinalian’s challenge 
seemed to call for reply, and I have ventured to contribute from my 
notes such facts as bear upon his views. 

VII. — Note on the Generic Distinctness of PimpunoJDEA and 

FUJIPUJU, AVITH EeMARKS UPON THE PuRPEROID SlIELLS FIGURED 

IN THE Geol. Mag. Plate VIII. Decade II. Vol. VII. 1880. 

By John Lycett, L.ll.C.P.E., and M.Il.C.S. Engl. 

T he genus Purpiiroidea was described by me in 1848 from tliree 
species in the Great Oolite of Gloucestersliire, and published 
in the Annals and Magazine of Natural Histoiy, accompanied Ly 
woodcuts representing one of the species. Before that period M. 
Buvignier had described and figured three species of the same 
genus from the Coral Bag of France, Mem. Soo. Philomath. Verdun, 
1843, accompanied by plates illustrating the species, whicli he 
assigned to the genus Purpura; these figures were for the most 
part insufficient for the purposes of generic discrimination, and 
founded upon specimens more or less imperfect ; one of them was 
believed by me to be identical with the species figured in my 
woodcut, and was accordingly named by me Purpuroidea nodidata, 
the name of the species having been adopted from the Murex 
nodulatns of Young and Bird, which was also believed to be identical 
with the Gloucestershire species. At the period in question (1848) 
only one other Jurassic species attributed to the genus was known, 
viz. the Murex tuberoaus of Sowerby’s Mineral Conobology, tab. 578, 
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figured in 1827 from the Pisolite of Mai ton, a specimen so imperfect 
that it was stated by Mr. Sowerby to be but little better than a cast, 
and accordingly be did not venture to determine the genus with 
any certainty. I had, however, a conviction that Sowerby ’s shell 
(tab. 578) was identical generically, and perhaps as a species also, 
with the Mur ex nodulatus of Young and Bird, whose figure in the 
first edition of their work (1822) was assigned to the genus 
Buccinum. My description of the genua Purpuroidea, given in the 
Annals and Magazine of Natural History in 1848, was perfectly 
correct in definition, but had one disadvantage, that it did not 
include a close comparison of all the features which separate it 
from the living and Tertiary Pmpurae ; at the period in question it was 
impossible to prove that all the species of Piirpuroidea, represented 
by the few and for the most part imperfectly developed fossils then 
known, were destitute of an important generic feature possessed 
by Purpura, wliich I will now allude to. The shells of Purpura, both 
living and Tertiary, have a posterior respiratory excurrent or anal 
canal, forming an internal groove at the posteal junction of the 
outer lip with the columella; the groove is always well defined, 
and in none more clearly than in the little Purpura lapillus so 
common upon our coasts. The shells of the Jurassic Purpuroidea are 
all destitute of this feature, which is possessed also by some other 
recent genera of the Siphonostomata. 

In 1852 aj)peared the splendid Atlas of Buvignier illustrating the 
Jurassic fossils of the Meuse, and containing finely executed figures 
of the three Pitrpurce j)reviously figured by him, and fully proving 
their distinctness from the Great Oolite species of England. Several 
years subsequently M. E. Ihette described and figured three other 
species of our genus from the Great Oolite of the Ardennes and 
TAisne, Bull. Soc. Geol. France, tom. 13, pi. 12, 13, 14, pp. 290, 
29 G ; these also were all assigned to the recent genus Piipura, and 
one of them to the Gloucestershire Great Oolite species P. glabra. 
This I believe to be an erroneous identification. To these must now 
be added the figures of two species of Purpuroidea by Mr. Hudleston, 
occupying Plate VIII. in this Magazine for 1880. There are there- 
fore now known, described, and figured, six species of Purpuroidea 
in the Great Oolite, three in England and three in France ; five 
species in the Corallian rocks, three in France, and two in England, 
to which may be added not less than two other species hitherto 
undescribod, but noticed by IMr. Hudleston, one in the Oora.1 Rag 
of Yorkshire, and a small one in the Portland formation in the 
limestone of Portland; the eleven species already described are 
believed to be all separate forms. In mentioning three Great Oolite 
British species, I purposely omit the Purpuroidea insignis. Eye., 
figured and described from a single specimen in my supplement to 
the Great Oolite, Monograph, p. 6, pi. 31, figs. 2, 2a, as I am now 
convinced that the specimen upon which that species was founded 
possesses only individual peculiarities common to an exceedingly 
variable form, one of which is not unfairly represented by the 
woodcut given in the Annals in 1848 above alluded to. 
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The figures of the French Great Oolite species given by M, Piette 
are very well executed. They are all more nearly allied to the 
British Great Oolite forms than are those of the Corallian rocks 
figured by M. Buvignier, and I will now also add, than the two 
Corallian forms previously figured by Sowerby, and by Young and 
Bird ; they are, however, perfectly distinct forms, and will be 
readily admitted as such by any one conversant with the British 
Great Oolite species. « 

I will now offer some remarks upon the Purpuroid shells figured 
by Mr. Hudleston upon Plate VIIL of this Magazine for 1880. The 
figures 1, 2, and 4 are assigned b}^ Mr. Hudleston to the Murex nodulatm 
of Young and Bird. These figures are fairly well executed. I have 
also the advantage of possessing a large specimen of the same form 
kindly forwarded to me by Mr. Hudleston ; this example possesses 
a large portion of the test of the last volution, exhibiting the pattern 
of the ornamentation. I have also succeeded in developing the 
aperture, and especially the posteal portion, and thus prove that it 
does not possess the intemal groove of Purpura above alluded to. 
Having also a recollection of the ty})e specimen of Murex nodnlatus of 
Young and Bird, in the Whitby Museum, examined by me many 
years ago, I am enabled to form an oj>inion ii]»on that specimen, and 
to arrive at the conclusion that the brief description appended to 
the specimen in the second edition of that work (1828) is sufficiently 
accurate for general purposes, and that the j)erpendicular undulations 
upon the dorsal surface, each with its two nodes or tubercles, are 
very characteristic of the specit s, and sufficiently distinct from the 
handsome and elaborately ornamented shell represented by the 
Figures 1, 2, and 4, PI. YIIL of this Magazine, and by the specimen 
received from Mr. Hudleston. Holding this o}>iniou, I submitted 
the specimen and figures to an old friend of mine, an eminent 
palaeontologist, who was about to visit Whitby, and gladly accepted 
his offer to examine for me Young and J3ird’8 type specimen ; he 
also has the advantage of possessing a perfect knowledge of the 
Gloucestershire Purpuroidea. In sending to me a careful tracing of 
the Puccinum flammeum (so-called in the first edition of Young and 
Bird’s book), he says, ** I saw the original specimen at Whitby, it is 
a rough customer, and quite distinct from the beautiful shell you 
showed me, the undulations are so marked in Young and Bird’s 
specimen.” I would suggest, therefore, that the materials we possess 
relating to the remarkable specimens of Purpuroidea^ Plate YlII. 
Figs. 1, 2, and 4, are scarcely sufficient to determine the species 
with certainty, but that apparently they represent a new, very 
handsome, and very variable example of that genus to which Mr. 
Hudleston’s name might appropriately be attached. 

I will also state that I have become convinced of the distinctness 
of all the Yorkshire Corallian forms of Purpuroidea from those of 
the same genus in Gloucestershire, and therefore that the Great 
Oolite Purpuroidea ascribed to the P, nodulata of Young and Bird 
was an erroneous identification, excusable I think, when the great 
variability of the •'Great Oolite species is considered, and due 
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allowance also made for the opposing difficulties to a correct know- 
ledge of Purpuroidea which existed thirty or more years ago. 

The front and back views of the shell upon the same Plate, 3, 3a, 
are, 1 am inclined to believe, correctly attributed to Murex ? tvherosus, 
Sow. The supposed identity, however, rests upon the single specimen 
now figured, which was acquired by the late Mr. Leckenby only a 
short time before the transfer of his collection to Cambridge ; the 
near resemblance which the surface ornaments bear to the Murex 
nodulatua of Young and Bird suggests the necessiiy for caution in 
deciding upon the separation or identity of those forms as species. 
Judging from the materials at present possessed by our museums and 
private collections, I am inclined to believe that the Coral Han rocks 
of Yorkshire possess three species of our genus already figured and 
described : Firstly, the P, tnheroaa, Sow., having a spire apparently 
as long as the aperture, and a subcylindrioal figure of the last volu- 
tion, exemplified by the very imperfect figure in the Min. Con. tab. 
578, and by the shell in the Leckenby Collection, figured by Mr. 
Hudleston in this Magazine, PL VIII. Figs. 3, 3a. Secondly, by 
the shorter sjnred species P. nodulosa. Young and Bird, of which 
the Whitby Museum has the type, and of which a cast may some- 
times be discovered, named Nntica nodulosa. Thirdly, the newly 
figured three specimens in this Magazine, PI. VIII. Figs. 1, 2, 4, 
a more ventricose species than either of the former, the spire more 
produced than in P. nodulata, and its surface more elaborately 
ornamented than either of the other species. The Jurassic Pwr- 
puroidea are limited to limestone formations. Its lowest known 
position is the Great Oolite of England and of France, we next 
discover it in the Corallian rocks of England and France, it has 
also lately been found in limestone of the Portland formation. The 
species were gregarious and appear to have occupied very limited 
areas both in their horizontal and vertical range. With much regret 
1 find that at the quarry on Minchinliampton Common, which has 
been the most productive site for Purpuroidea in England, the genus 
is now exceedingly rare and a good specimen of any of its species 
has become a thing of the past generation. In the Corallian rocks 
a few miles to the southward of Malton, Purpuroidea has always 
been difficult to obtain excepting in the condition of internal moulds 
which retain no portion of the exterior surface. 

After examining the figures of Purpuroidea already published, I 
would warn authors and artists to be more careful of the position of 
the specimen when it is intended to figure the aperture. The original 
woodcut (right-hand figure) published by me in 1848, although a 
somewhat rude engraving, exemplifies the figure of the aperture 
fully and accurately ; it directly faces the spectator, and proves that 
the specimen was entirely without the groove of Purpura. The 
figure of the aperture of Purpuroidea tuheroaa in Geol. Magazine, 
PL VIII. Fig. 36, is equally satisfactory, but the aperture of the 
specimen, Fig. 2, upon the same Plate, has been so placed by the 
artist as to make the rounded coluniellar lip face the spectator, and 
conceals the more important posteal extremity ef the aperture. 
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Of the Great Oolite of France, M. Piette’s figiirea are similarly 
defective ; of the three species, two apertures are given : one is 
decidedly without the groove of Purpura^ the other has the posteal 
extremity of the aperture out of the view of the spectator. The 
Corallian species figured by M. Buvignier repi-esent splendid speci- 
mens all of which are destitute of the Purpura groove. "I'lie 
apertures of Purpuroidea in the Great Oolite Monograph by Professor 
Morris and myself are not so distinct as could be wished, but exhibit 
nothing opposed to the views here stated. 

Upon reconsideration of the Figure 2, Plate VIIL, in the absence 
of all knowledge of the dorsal surface of the last volution and tlie 
small portion of the ornamentation exhibited upon Figure 2, I wish 
to limit my remarks upon the presumed new species, to the shells 
figured 1 and 4, also to the large s]>ecimcn in my possession. 

ATII. — Further Remarks on the Origin of the Valley System 
OF the South-Eastern Half of England, puomfted by the 
Result of a Boring near AVitham in Essex. 

By Seaules V. AVooi), F.O.S. 

I N a paper in the Phil. IMag. for March, 1801, ‘‘On the Forma- 
tion of the River and other Valleys of the East of England,” I 
endeavoured to show by the aid of a rough map that the whole of 
the hill and vale system of that part of England which lies east 
and south of a line drawn from the Humber to the Cotteswold 
Hills originated in a series of concentric arcs spreading from two 
centres, one of which was near Cantcrbuiy, and the other just south 
of the western end of the Isle of Wight ; the features thus produced 
having been rendered more apparent by the denudation to which 
the disturbances gave rise, and to which both at the time, and 
subsequently also, these gave direction. With that map 1 gave 
hypothetical lines of section along a radius of each of these systems 
of concentric arcs to show the fold which, if my view of the subject 
was correct, should be present throughout the whole line of each 
arc ; though of course this fold was concealed from observalion, 
except tlie chance occurred of there being an open section over it ; 
and some two years afterwards I extracted from the one mile 
to the inch Ordnance sheets of this part of England, and reduced 
upon the ten miles to the inch map, the whole of these systems 
of arcs in minute and accurate detail. This map was bound up 
along with a Geological map which I had made of South Essex 
in a MS. memoir on the Glacial Beds of the East of England, 
which I presented to the Library of the Geological Society of 
London, where I presume it still is. 

Though in various papers subsequent to that of 1864, both in the 
Journal of the Geological Society and in this Magazine, I have 
incidentally endeavoured to direct attention to the subject, the only 
notice with which it has met, so far as I am aware, has been an 
incredulous smile from geological acquaintances if I ventured to 
allude to it; but b^ween five and six years ago the Committee 
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of the Essex County Asylum, being compelled to increase their 
aocommodation, purchased an estate at Wickham Bishop, near 
Witham, and commenced an artesian well on the summit of that 
part of one of these arcs of the Canterbury system (the 4th in the 
Phil. Mag. map, but the 3rd in the MS. map, counting from the 
centre of disturbance) which runs through that place. The sinking 
of this well and boring was watched by Mr. W. H. Dalton, of the 
Geological Survey, as part of bis duty when engaged in the survey 
of the neighbourhood ; and a section on the true scale, drawn 
through the ridge formed by this part of the arc, to show the 
peculiar and (to all but myself) unexpected position which the 
beds have been found to occupy in it, has lately been published 
by him in the Transactions of the Epping Forest and County 
of Essex Naturalists Field Club ” ; and this shows that there is 
present in the ridge exactly such a fold as in the line of hypothetical 
section given by me I showed ought to occur everywhere along 
this arc, as well as along each repetition of it outwards and inwards. 

I can account for the incredulity with which the facts brought 
forward by me more than seventeen years ago have hitherto been 
regarded, only by supposing that no one has thought it worth while to 
examine my case with that minuteness which is necessary for its 
realization ; but now that the existence of the fold exactly at the 
place, and in the precise form which I thus hypothetically predicated.' 
has been found, and its discovery has involved the waste of a largo 
sum of money (as from the failure of the strata in consequence of 
this fold to hold water, the Asylum Committee have been obliged to 
abandon their intention of using the estate for the purpose for which 
it was purchased), ray views may now meet with a less incredulous 
regard than they have hitherto done. It must, however, be borne 
in mind that thougli the fold, as I contend, exists in every one of 
the arcs of each system, yet from its occupying not more than a 
hundred yards or so of horizontal space transversely to the arc (as 
seems to be the case at Wickham), it must everj^ where be concealed, 
unless some open section chances to occur immediately over it. 
At another arc, however, of the same system as that to which the 
Wickham ridge belongs, viz. that which is constituted by the 
Cambridgeshire chalk escarpment, the occurrence of such a section 
lias enabled the Geological Survey since ray paper and map to dis- 
cover a similar fold in it ; and this is near Koyston. 

From the greater detail and accuracy with which I extracted these 
arcs in the MS. map annexed to the memoir in the Library of the 
Geological Society, 1 was able further to show that a third series of 
concentric arcs, spreading from a point of disturbance in the North 
Sea ofi‘ Yorkshire, had, by meeting those spreading out from the 
Isle of Wight centre, co-operated with them in producing the valleys 
which crossed the arcs of the Canterbury system ; and though it 
would be but waste of print to attempt any explanation of the 
features of so complex a case in this Magazine, it requires but a 
glance at this map to perceive that all of the three sets of arcs must 
^ See foot-note at the end of the paper. 
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have been due to a force which, it seems to me, can only have been 
steam rising obliquely at each of these three centres, and pushing 
the strata laterally outwards from the point where the impulse 
originated ; causing them to fold along successive arcs, which are 
very much in appearance like the circles which spread out from the 
place where a stone is thrown into the water, save that they are not 
in any case complete circles. In the case of those spreading from 
the Isle of Wight centre they are semi-circles ; but in the case of 
those spreading from the Canterbury centre they are only quadrants 
of ellipses. 

Whether they agree with me or not, those gentlemen who assume 
to teach us the way in which mountain chains have originated, and 
the mode in which the disturbance of strata has come about, do most 
certainly remain in ignorance of one of the factors of the problem 
which they seek to elucidate, unless they master the details of the 
map which I, by presenting to the Geological Society, endeavoured 
to place so many years ago at their service. 

In conclusion, I would observe that in the paper of 1864 I 
regarded the period at which these arc disturbances took place as 
having been the “ Glacial ” ; and I attempted to connect with them 
the position occupied by the “ drift ” in the East of England. In 
his communication to which I have referred, Mr. Dalton makes the 
same connexion, and refers the “wave” (as he calls it) of disturb- 
ance which produced the fold at Wickham to the same period ; but 
I long ago satisfied myself that in this I was in error, and that the 
movement was altogether pre-glacial ; having, I think, originated 
under the older Tertiary sea-bed. A set of rectilinear disturbances 
giving rise to the highly inclined axis of the Isles of Wight and 
Purbeck, and to the Ilogsback of Surrey, did, however, as it seems 
to me, take place during the Glacial submergence ; and these by 
supervening on the anterior arc-shaped disturbances have, where 
they crossed the arcs, shifted the strata, and given rise to faults, 
such, e,g, as that at the western extremity of the Hogsback.^ 

' These rectilinear disturbances are shown, in the map to the paper in the Phil. 
Mag. of March, 1864, by a different shading to that of the arc disturbances. The 
hyjiothetical line of section carried as a radius through the successive arcs of the 
Canterbury system (Sect. No. 2 of the Phil. Mag. plate), passes only eight miles 
W.S.W. of Wickham ; the fold of which that now disclosed at Wickham fonns part 
being shown in this line of section at Galley wood, but in the MS. map this is 
corrected by the arc being shown to pass through Danbury. The Wickham part of it 
is immediately north of the point where the confluence of the rivers Chelmer and 
Blackwater takes place in a breach through this arc, caused by the transverse action 
of the arcs sprea^ng from the Isle of Wight and North Sea centres. The fold, at 
Iloyston, is part of that crossed in the radius section at Baldock, about the same 
distance W.S.W. of Eoyston that Galley wood is of Wickham. The points in the 
radius section at which the folds giving rise to the arc ridges should occur are shown 
by corresponding folds in the dotted lines over it, the character of the fold itself in 
hard strata, such as the chalk at Eoyston, and beneath Wickham, being shown by 
a separate diagram. In the volume of this Magazine for 1866, pp. 360-2, where I 
entered at some length into the subject of these arcs (connecting erroneously the move- 
ment in which they originated with the time and mode of the gravel accumulation), 
I drew the section (No. 9 of the plate) which I there gave across the arc in question 
through the Trigonometrical Station at Wickham Bishop ; and showed by dotted lines 
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IX. — The Sudden Extinction op the Mammoth. 

By Clement Reid, F.G.S. 

I N a valuable series of papers which have lately appeared in this 
Magazine, Mr. Ho worth has brought together a mass of in- 
formation illustrating the life history of the Mammoth. But while 
we must thank him for the labour he has undertaken in collecting 
these facts, many from little known authorities, I venture to suggest 
that some of his conclusions ought not to be allowed to pass without 
a strong protest. 

The paper published in the Geol. Mag. for July shows a reversion 
to the old and, I had hoped, extinct theory of violent changes and 
the sudden extermination of a species over large areas in a few 
days. The facts Mr. Howorth brings forward I do not challenge : 
wherever I have been able to check them they show the greatest 
accuracy and fairness of statement. But the conclusions ho draws 
seem quite unwarranted by the facts, and are thoroughly opposed to 
the view of most modern geologists, that vast changes need a great 
lapse of time. If the occasional preservation of carcases of the 
mammoth and rhinoceros in frozen soil can be explained otherwise, 
I think we are not justified in bringing into play a permanent lower- 
ing of the temperature through many degrees, only taking a few 
days, or perhaps weeks, to oom2>lete. 

From the character of the mammaliferous deposits in Siberia it is 
evident that they^ cannot have been frozen all at once or through 
radiation from the present surface, for interstratified with the mud 
are numerous sheets of clear ice, which must have been successively 
formed. 

It seems probable that such alternating beds of frozen soil and ice 
might well be formed in Siberia even when the climate was rather 
warmer than at present and could support the vegetation necessary 
for the existence of large mammals. The plants found associated 
with the mammoth do not appear to show a warm climate, but 
merely one rather warmer than at present, and probably very 
similar to that of the Hudson’s Bay territory. 

During the Siberian winter the alluvial soil and the ponds become 
frozen, and in the spring the thawing of the rivers near the source 
before the mouth is clear of ice, as Lyell explains, causes floods. 
These floods of ice-cold water would, I believe, throw down a fresh 
layer of sediment, which would protect the underlying one from the 
summer heat, and afterwards itself freeze with any included animals. 
This process might go on in a climate considerably warmer than 
Siberia is at the present day, as long as the necessary condition of 
the deposition of fresh protecting Ia3^er8 of sediment occurred, or 

the fold (“ great flexure, or rolling earthquake surge,” I there termed it) over the 
very site where the well-boring made 12 years afterwards disclosed its existence. 
Being entirely concealed, there was nothing in the position of the beds anywhere as 
disclosed by sections, or any antecedent borings in the neighbourhood, to induce the 
least suspicion of the existence of this fold. Mr. Dalton shows a fault passing 
through the Wickham fold ; but it seems to me that what he brings in the fault to 
account for is due to a sinuosity in the fold only. • 
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failing that, tlie mean temperature of the air did not rise to near the 
frGezing’-point. That such jivGscrvation of masses of icc is quite 
possible is shown by their occurrence under the lava of Etna, and 
often at the foot of cliffs under talus on which vegetation has after- 
wards grown. 

If I understand rightly the published descriptions of the frozen 
tundras, they are simply another instance of flood deposits now per- 
manently dry, through the lowering of the river-beds, in this respect 
corresponding with the Rhine loess and probably with the Thames 
Valley brick-earths. The whole country being formed ot flood 
deposits, it is not surprising that the bones are now constantly 
found in hills much above the present river-level, for there appears 
to be evidence that at the time of the formation of the Tundras, the 
sea-level was a good deal higher than at present, the deposits on the 
lower lands near the sea being marine or estuarine. When the fall 
of the river was less than at the present day, the floods would neces- 
sarily rise to a greater height. 


ITOTiaiHlS OiF 


I. — On the Laurentian Beds of Donegal and of other Parts 
OF Ireland. By Professor Edward Hull, LL.D., F.R.S., etc., 
Director of the Geological Survey of Ireland. 

A fter a perusal of the writings of previous authors, and a 
personal examination made in the spring of 1881, in company 
with two of his colleagues of the Geological Survey, Mr. R. G. 
Symes, F.G.S., and Mr. S. B. Wilkinson, the author had arrived at 
the following conclusions. 

1st. That the Gneissose series of Donegal, sometimes called 
Donegal Granite,’’ is unconformably overlaid by the metamor- 
phosed quartzites, schists, and limestones which Professor Harkness 
had shown to be the representatives of the Lower Silurian beds of 
Scotland (Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc., vol. xvii. p. 25G). This un- 
conformity is especially noticeable in the district of Lough Salt, near 
Glen. 

2nd. That the Gneissose series is similar in character and identical 
in position and age with the “ Fundamental Gneiss ” (Murchison) 
of parts of Sutherlandshire and Ross-shire, and is, therefore, like the 
latter, presumably of Laurentian age. I’hat the formation is a 
metamorphosed series of sedimentary beds, had been shown by Dr. 
Haughton and Mr. R. H. Scott. 

3rd. That the north-western boundary of the Donegal Gneiss is 
a large fault between the Laurentian Gneiss and the metamorphosed 
Lower Silurian beds, owing to which the older rocks have been 
elevated, and by denudation have been exposed at the surface. 

4th. That the Cambrian formation of Scotland is not represented 
in Donegal, and that the unconformity above referred to represents 
a double hiatus, and" is of the same character as that which occurs 
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in Sutlierlanclshire, in the district of Foinaven and Ben Arkle, where 
the Lower Silurian beds rest directly on the Laurentian Gneiss. 

5th. That Laurentian rocks may be recognized in other parts of 
Ireland, as in the Slieve Gamph and Ox Mountains of Mayo and 
Sligo, at Belmullet, and in West Galway north of Galway Bay, 
where the rocks consist of red gneiss, hornblende rock, and schist, 
etc., similar to those in Donegal ; also possibly in Co. Tyrone, as 
suggested by Mr. Kinahan. 

II. — Observations on the two Types of Cambrian Beds op 
THE British Isles (the Caledonian and Hibeuno-Cambrian), 
AND THE Conditions under which they were respectively 
deposited. By Professor Edward Hull, LL.D., F.K.S., etc. 

T N this paper the author pointed out the distinctions in mineral 
character between the Cambrian beds of the North-West 
Highlands of Scotland, and their assumed representatives in the East 
of Ireland and North Wales and Salop. In the former case, which 
included the beds belonging to the “ Caledonian type,” the formation 
consists of red or purple sandstones and conglomerates ; in the 
latter, which included the beds belonging to the “ Hiberno-Cambrian 
type,” the formation consists of hard green and purple grits and 
slates, contrasting strongly with the former in structure and ap- 
jjearance. 

These differences, the author considered, were due to deposition in 
distinct basins, lying on either side of an Arclisean ridge of crystal- 
line rocks, which ranged probably from Scandinavia through the 
Central Highlands of Scotland, and included the North and West 
of Ireland, with the counties of Donegal, Derry, Mayo, Sligo, and 
Galway, in all of which the Cambrian beds were absent, so that the 
Lower Silurian repose directly and unconformably on the crystalline 
rocks of Laurentian age. 

As additional evidence of the existence of this old ridge, the 
author showed that when the Lower Silurian beds were in course 
of formation, the Archman floor along the West of Scotland must 
have sloped upwards towards the east, but he agreed with Professor 
Ramsay, that the crystalline rocks of the Outer Hebrides formed 
the western limit of the Cambrian area of deposition, and that the 
basin was in the form of an inland lake. 

On the other hand, looking at the fossil evidence both of the Irish 
and Welsh Cambrian beds, ho was of opinion that the beds of this 
basin were in the main, if not altogether, of marine origin, and that 
the basin itself had a greatly wider range eastward and southward, 
the old Archman ridge of the British Isles forming but a small 
portion of the original margin. 

The beds included in the above represent the Llanberris and 
Harlech beds, those of the Longmynd and of St. Davids, in which 
a remarkable primmval marine fauna had been discovered by Dr. 
Hicks. 



608 Prof. Sull— Notices of Memoirs --Devono- Silurian Rocks. 

Ill ^Thb Dbvono-Silurtan Formation. By Professor E. Hull, 

LL.D., F.R.S.. etc. 

T he beds which the author proposed te f^roup under the above 
designation are found at various parts of the British Isles, and 
to a slighrextent on the Continent. The formation is, however, emi- 
nently British, and occurs under various local names, of which the 
following are the principal : — 

England and Wales. 

Devonshire, — 'The Foreland Grits and Slates,’ lying below the 
Lower Devonian beds (‘ Lynton Beds’). 

Welsh Borders. — ‘ The passage beds ’ of Murchison, above the 
Upper Ludlow Bone bed, and including the Downton Sandstone, and 
rocks of the Ridge of the Trichrug. These beds form the connecting 
link between the Estuarine Devonian beds of Hereford (generally, 
but erroneously, called the ' Old Red Sandstone ’ ) and the Upper 
Silurian Series. 

South-East of England (Sub-Cretaceous district). — The author 
assumed, from the borings at Ware, Turnford, and Tottenham Court 
Road, described by Mr. Etheridge, that the Devono-Silurian beds lie 
concealed between Turnford and Tottenham Court Road on the south, 
and Hertford on the north. 

Ireland. 

Sotilh. — ' The Dingle Beds,’ or ‘ Glengariff Grits and Slates,’ with 
plants and fucoids, lying conforniably on the Upper Silurian Beds, 
as seen in the coast of the Dingle promontory, and overlaid uncon- 
formably by either Old Red Sandstone, or Lower Carboniferous 
Beds ; 10,000 to 12,000 feet in thickness. 

North, — ' The Fintona Beds,’ occupying large tracts of Londonderry, 
Monaghan, and Tyrone, resting unconforinably on the Lower Silurian 
beds of Pomeroy, and overlaid unconforinably by the Old Red 
Sandstone, or Lower Carboniferous Beds ; 5,000 to 6,000 feet in 
thickness. 

Scotland. 

South. — Beds of the so-called ‘Lower Old Red Sandstone’ with 
fish and crustaceans, included in Professor Geikie’s ‘ Lake Orcadie, 
Lake Caledonia, and Lake Cheviot,’ underlying unconformably the 
Old Red Sandstone, and Lower Calciferous Sandstone, and resting 
unconformably on older Crystalline rocks. Thickness in Caithness 
about 16,200 feet. 

The author considered that all these beds were representative of 
one another in time, deposited under lacustrine or estuarine con- 
ditions, and, as their name indicated, forming a great group inter- 
mediate between the Silurian, on the one hand, and the Devonian, on 
the other. He also submitted that their importance, as indicated by 
their great development in Ireland and Scotland, entitled them to a 
distinctive name, such as that proposed. 
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IV. — Second Repokt of the Committee, consisting of Professor 
P. M. Duncan and Mr. G. R. Vine, appointed for the purpose 
OF reporting on Fossil Polyzoa. Drawn up by Mr. Vine 
(Secretary). 

(Continued from p. 477.) 

1844:. MYRiAPORiDiE, M‘Coy. Family name only. 

This is the third family of McCoy’s very restricted classification of 
Palaeozoic Polyzoa. It embraces the Betepora, Lamk. = to Klasmo^ 
pora, King. The family includes Glauconome, Goldfuss, restricted 
by Lonsdale, and the genus Fenestella^ Lonsdale. It is impossible 
to retain the family name in the present Report. 

1849. Phyllopora, King. 

There are unquestionably present in both the American and British 
Palfnozoic rocks, species of Polyzoa having some of the inosculating 
characters of Retepora cellulosa. These can neither be referred to 
Fenestella nor Poly pora. My objections to the term Retepora for 
these have already been expressed. King, also, in his Permian 
Fossils, has expressed his dislike to this term, and he suggests 
another word to be used instead — Phyllopora. 1 prefer this, 
especially as it has been consecrated by two good workers — Salter 
and De Koniuck. The earliest appearance of the genus, so far I am 
acquainted, is in Lower Llandeilo flags at Ffairt'ach. The species 
is unnamed, and it forms one of the specimens of the Wyatt-FdgeU 
collection. The general habit of the specimen is somewhat like 
Retepora. We have only the reverse of a portion of the zoariuin, 
but in several places the branches are worn and the cells exposed, 
but not with sufficient distinctness to make out their actual structure. 
The fenestras are oval and irregular, and the branches anastomose 
without dissepiments. A fine large specimen — reverse only — of this 
type is marked “ Bryozoa,' in case vii. of the School of Mines, 
and as “ Bryozoon ” in the “ Catalogue of Cambrian and Silurian 
Fossils,” p. 105. All the other specimens are very fragmentary, but 
in the Devonian series there is a matrix of a very fine species. If 
better fragments could be found in the Devonian rocks, good facilities 
for the closer study of this type of Palaeozoic Polyzoa would be 
offered. 

De Koninck refers two specimens, doubtfully, to this genus * — 
P. ? Ilaimeanaj De Kon. ; and P. ? crihellum, De Kon. These are 
amongst the Indian Fossils of Dr. Fleming. In the monograph of 
Permian Fossils Mr. King refers, and fully describes, P. Lhrenhergi, 
Geinitz, as belonging to this genus. In his paper on the Permian 
rocks of South Yorkshire,'*^ Mr. Kirkby refers fragments of the same 
species to Retepora Ehrenhergi {Phyllopora). The genus is a com- 
paratively rare one, and well -authenticated specimens are also rare. 
To this genus I refer Nicholson’s species ® Phyllopora {Retepora) 

' Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. vol. xix. 1862. 

* Journ. Geol. Soc. vol. xvii. 1861. 

* Geol, Mag. Jan. 1875, PI. II. Figs.*4-45. 



510 Notices of Memoirs— ;-0. 22 . Yine on Fossil Polyzoa, 

Trentonensis. It is well described, seeing that his specimens were 
mere fragments. Salter has already referred to this genus — M ‘Coy’s 
Betepora (Fhyllopora) Hisingeri — in his Catalogue of Silurian Fossils. 

1821 ? Berenicea, Lamaroux. 

This genus for the present I have allowed to remain with the 
family Diastoporidm'^ — not as Diastopora, but as provisional. So far 
as the PalaBozoic species are characteristic of the genus, we may take 
M‘Coy’s description.’^ He says, “ The cells resemble Cellepora, but 
are not piled,” but, with more justness, “ they also resemble the cells 
of Stictopora {^Ptilodictya), but are parasitic and confined to one side. 
They differ from Discopora by each cell being sepamted by a small 
space from its neighbour.” Berenicea irregularis, Lonsdale (Silurian 
Sys.), and B, heterogyra, M‘Coy, are distinct types. The Discopora 
favosa, Lonsd., Wenlook Limestone, approach nearer to the Ceramo- 
pora type of Hall and Nicholson.’^ 

1828. Discopora, Flem. ? 

Two types of this genus, as understood by Lonsdale, are found in 
the Wenlock series of Fossils at the School of Mines. One, D. favosa, 
Lonsd., is a beautiful little dome-like species with cells very regu- 
larly disposed radiating from the centre. The other is much larger 
and marked Discopora favosa ? Lonsd. Both are good tj^pes, and 
they will ultimately find their proper place in our classification. 
But as Discopora (Fatinella and Discoporella of Busk) it will be at 
present impossible to retain them, unless under very severe limitation. 

1849. Fenestellidji:, King. 

After the three very able papers of Mr. G. W. Shrnbsole, F.G.S., 
it will be useless to dwell too long upon this family. With the 
whole of Mr. Shrubsole’s work I am inclined, generally, to agree. 
He may be blamed for the limitation of species, but the fault lies not 
with him, but with authors who have introduced into our scientific 
literature specific names for fragments that were really portions only 
of other species. This has already been pointed out, but much yet 
remains to bo done before the family can be considered to bo com- 
pletely revised. It may then be necessary to reintroduce one or two 
species which are now regarded as synonyms, and also to establish 
two or three new ones. For the present I can do no other than 
report on the literature and species which have not yet found a place 
in the revisions of Mr. Shrubsole. 

Gorgonia assimilis, Lonsd., Murch. Sil. 

Fcnesfella „ Cat. Cambrian and Sil. Fos. S. of M. 

This species has been alluded to in Mr. Shrubsole’s second paper 
(p. 247). In the above catalogue it may be found among the Caradoc 
and Wenlock Limestone series of Polyzoa. This species has not 
been described, and there seems to be a doubt whether it should be 
referred to Fenestella or Betepora {Fhyllopora)} 

1 Q. J. Geol. Soc. Aug. 1880. * Paljcozoic Fos. 3 Geol. Mag. 1874-5. 

* “A Keviow of the Carh. Fenestellida3,” Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. May, 1879; 
“ A Eeview of the Various Species of Upper Sil. Fenestellida),” Quart. Journ. Geol. 
Soc. 1880 ; “ Further Notes on Garb. FenesteUidae,” ibid. 
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Many of the earlier specimens — Caradoc and Upper Llandovery — . 
are very indistinct, and complete identification seems to be impossible. 
The type is a peculiar one, but after going over the specimens I can 
make out the following characters. The zoarium is irregular and 
dichotomously branching, no regular dissepiments or fenestrae. The 
frequent bifurcations of the branches, by impinging upon the lower 
branches, are the only means by which fenestrne are formed; the 
number of pores on either side of these vary from ten to thirteen. 
I cannot therefore suppose that these earlier Fenestella assimi/is of 
the Catalogue are in any way related to Fenestella reteporataj Shrub- 
sole, of the Wenlock Limestone. So far as I am able to judge from 
the specimens, they are totally distinct. 

The whole of the t^^pe specimens of Upper Silurian Fenestella 
Mr. Shrubsole has gone over carefully ; but as many of these were 
mere fragments of the reverse, showing no cell-arrangement, he 
found them altogether valueless for accurate definition. Tn conse- 
quence of this revision the whole of the Upper Silurian Fknestel- 
LID.E is put down by him as follows : — 

Fenestella rigidnla, MUoy, Brit. Pal. Fos. p. 50, pi. i. 0. fig. 19. 
„ re.teporata, Shrubsole, Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. May, 1880. 
,, lineuta ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 

„ intermedia ,, „ ,, „ ,, 

All these species are found in the Wenlock Limestone, Dudley, and 
two of them — if not three — in the Niagara Limestone, Lockport, 
America. 

Of the Devonian Fenestella but few species are recorded. But as 
Professor Nicholson has published his papers in this country, we are 
largely indebted to him for what little is known, besides those that 
are figured and described by Goldfiiss and Phillips. 

182G-33. Betepora {Fenestella) prisca, Goldf.,^ Eifel. 

,, ,, ,, antigua ,, ,, 

1841. Fenestella anti qua \ antliritica ; and Hemitnjpa ocidata, Th.^ 

1874. Fenestella magnifica, Nichol. Geol. Mag. 1874, PI. IX. 

,, ,, Tiiavgiualis, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 

ff JUiforinis ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 

„ ,, Betepora (Fenestella) Pldllipsi „ „ 

Many, if not all, of these species are founded upon fragments, or 
on the reverse only of specimens ; and according to the laxness or 
rigidness with which they are examined, their value in a scientific 
criticism is of variable importance. They are nevertheless links in 
the chain of evidence, and until they are displaced by better speci- 
mens, which, of course, will allow of better work, they should find 
a place in this Report. Nicholson, with others, uses the term Bete^ 
pora very indifferently^ Speaking of B. Phillipsi, he says, “ This is 
a genuine Betepora, and in its general form and its biserial cells is 
closely allied to B. prisca, Goldf., which I have found abundantly in 

^ Petrefac. Ger. tab. 36, fig. 19, tab. 9, fig. 10. 

* Phillips’ Paloe. Fos. Devon, etc. 
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the Corniferous Limestone of Ontario.” As I have already placed 
Goldfuss’s iff. prisca with the Fenestellidje, I cannot do otherwise 
with this one. 

In addition to these species, Nicholson founds two new genera for 
Devonian Fenestella : — 

1874. Cryptopora, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist, Feb. 1874. 

„ Carinopora „ „ „ 

Two species — Cryptopora mirahilis, Nich., and Carinopora Hindei 
— Nicholson places to these new genera. With all due respect for 
Professor Nicholson and his work, I must take his admission that 
these are apparently Fenesiellidte, and as such there was, I am 
inclined to think, no need for founding new genera for their recep- 
tion. The author refers to Hemitrypa, and, in one sense, compares 
his genera with the genus of M*Co 3 ^ Unfortunately for the fate of 
all three genera, we have only true Fenestella encrusted by a coral, 
and the diagnosis of the species given by both authors is encumbered 
with partly corallite and partly polyzoal structures. All the illus- 
trations which Professor Nicholson gives are structures found in 
typical Fenestella^^ with the exception of fig. 2 f/, p. 81. Here the 
“ Carina,” or keels, are apparently united by “ stolons,” which may 
be sections of the tabula3 only of the encrusting coral. Fig. / is 
without this “ stoloniferous ” connexion, but both are sections of 
branches out through perpendicular to the surface, and showing the 
largely developed keel, with the transverse section of the cells. 
Fig. i is one of these, isolated. It would be better to view the 
structures reversed. Figs, d and e are evidently ordinary Fenestella, 
and the sections above described are portions of the same frond.’* 
The development of the keel is remarkable, and speaking of C, 
Hindei Nicholson says, ^^The thickness of the frond, measured at 
right angles to its plane of growth, is one line or a little more, nearly 
two-thirds of this being accounted for by the great internal keels.” 
This is equalled by the species F. Lyelli, Dawson, which is figured 
and partly described in “Acadian Geology.”^ 

1826-33. Glauconome disticha, Goldf., Petr. Germ. 

1874-5. Bamipora, Toula, Permo-Carbon. FossiJien.* 

? 1878. „ Hochstetteri, Toula, Bigsby, Devon. Carbon. 

„ „ var. carinata, It. Etheridge, 

jun., Gkol. Mag. 1879. 

I arrange these genera and species, not because they are allies, 
but because they are the reverse of that. The genera are as distinct 
as genera can be, yet they have been confounded by authors. The 
G. disticha of Goldfuss is, I think, distinctly an Upper Silurian type. 
The Bala type of Glauconome? is a different genus; and Bamipora, 
as described by Toula, has five or six rows of irregular pores. The 
genus Bamipora is a Permo-Carboniferous type, and although having 

^ See the illustration in the Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. Feb. 1874. 

* I wish the reader to refer to Nicholson’s paper as given above. 

* Garb. Limestone, pp. 288-9. 

* See Arctic Pal. Po^yzoa, R. Etheridge, jun , 1878, Joum. Geol. Society. 
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some facial resemblance to the species from the Bala beds, and 
fij^ured as Bamiporay var. carinatOy Eth., jun.,^ by Mr. Robert 
Etheridge, jun., the two forms differ in many respects considerably. 
Bamipora is much larger naturally than the Bala Glauconome ; the 
cells are differently arranged. In the Lower Silurian species, both 
the primary and the secondary branches bear two rows of alternately 
arranged cells. Having handled and carefully examined the speci- 
men in the School of Mines, figured by Mr. Etheridge, I can bear 
willing testimony to the faithful delineation of this beautiful type. 

There are several specimens of -this as yet unclescribed genus in 
the collection already named, and their study will afford a good 
general idea of the varying habit of the species. 

1844. Pohjpora, M'Coy. 

Zoarium a delicate, reticulated, calcareous expansion. Branches 
round, from three to five rows of cell-openings — margins usually not 
projecting, branches connected (occasionally) by thin dissepiments. 

This genus is represented by only one species, P. ? crassay Lonsd., 
in the Wenlock Limestone, Dudley. The genus was more fully 
represented in America in the Devonian strata, and in our own 
country ; — in the Arctic regions ; — and India during the Carboniferous 
epoch. Professor Nicholson^ describes and figures three species: 
P. pnlchellay Nich., P. tenellay Nich., P. tuherculatay Nich. As a 
P. tnherculata has been previously described by Prout,® the name 
of Nicholson is rather unfortunate, as there is a difference in the 
two species, for Nicholson says his is allied to P. venucosay M‘Coy, 
and as such it differs from Prout’s P. tuherculatay if the identification 
of the Messrs. Young be correct. P. pnlcliella and P. tenella are 
nearly allied to P. Hallianay Prout, which occurs ‘‘ in the St. Louis 
Group of Illinois, and which I have likewise detected in the 
Corniferous formation of Ontario.” — Nicholson. 

I have now gone over all the genera wherein the cell-characters 
are either ovate or sub-tubular, without saying arbitrarily that these 
genera and species belong to the Cyolostomata. I have begun with 
the species having the nearest apparent affinities with the Cheilosto- 
M\TA, and then allowed the others to fall in, in a consecutive order. 
This temporary arrangement will be better for the present, and this 
will allow time for a proper classification when the whole of the 
Palaeozoic Polyzoa have been more closely studied. The following 
genera I have not the least hesitation in placing with the Cyclosto- 
mata as at present understood. 

1859. Cyclostomata, Busk. 

‘‘Cell tubular; orifice terminal, of same diameter as the cell, 
without any moveable apparatus for its closure ; consistence cal- 
careous.” ^ 

' Geol. Mag. 1879. * New Devonian Fossils, Geol. Mag. 1874. 

3 Trans, of Acad, of Science, St. Louis, Geol. Mag. June, 1874. 

* Monogi-apli of the Crag Polyzoa, p. 9. * 

DECADE II. — VOL. Till. — NO. XI. 
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1825. Stomaiopora, Bronn. 

1821. Alecto, Lamx. 1826. Aulopora (pars), Goldfuss. 

^‘Zoarium closely adnate throughout, simple or irregularly 
branched ; branches linear or ligulate ; cells disposed in a simple 
series or in more or less regular transverse rows of from two to four.” * 

A few types of this genus are present in the Paleozoic rocks of 
this country — in the Devonian of Eifel — and in America. 

James Hall, in his Pal. of New York, vol. i., records the existence 
of Alecto inflata in the Trenton Limestone. This is a very simple 
serial species of a most remarkable type. From the same stratum 
he records another species, Aulopora arachnoidea, altogether differ- 
ent from the first type. Except that Hall calls these species 
‘^corals,” there is not in his descriptions any characters that would 
prevent them being properly placed with the Polyzoa. I have 
already alluded to this species A, inflata, Hall, when writing of 
Mippotlioa. I now restore it to its proper place. 

1874. Alecto aidoporides, Nich.' 

,, frondosa = Aulopora frondosa, James. 

1874. „ confusa, Nich. 

These seem to be true Stomaiopora [Alecto of Busk), and their 
existence is recorded by Nicholson as appearing in the Lower 
Silurian or Hudson liiver Group. One species, A, auloporides, as 
a branching form suiwives into the Niagara Limestone. In the 
Caradoc series of Fossils in the School of Mines, a small specimen 
of Pol3'zoa is marked Heteropora, allied to If. crassa.^ This is a 
very peculiar species, but in no way related to Heteropora as now 
understood. The cells are short and tubular, alternately placed on 
the sides of the branch, very similar to the figure given by Nicholson. 
Having carefully examined the specimen, I therefore — temporarily 
— place it as a variety, at least, of Stomaiopora auloporides, Nich. 

I have, since the above was written, discovered no less than three 
distinct types of Stomaiopora in the Up. Silurian Shales of Shrop- 
shire. One I have figured and described — S. dissimilis, Vine.* The 
others I have not yet sufficient details to allow of full description. I 
have also discovered two species of Ascodictyon,^ full details of which 
will be published. In King’s Monograph of Permian Fossils, pi. 3, 
fig. 13, a figure is given of — ^apparently — a badly preserved speci- 
men of Stomaiopora. It very much resembles the species of Hall, 
but no cell-mouths are given. King names it Aulopora [Stomato- 
pora) Voigtiana, King. 

1839. Diastopora [Aulopora) consimilis, Lonsd. 

A species of Polyzoa, named as above, is in the Ketley Collection 
at the School of Mines. It is found in the Wenlock Limestone 
Series, but no locality is given. This is the Aulopora consimilis, 

1 Busk, Cyclostomata, p. 22. 

* Paper read at I3rit. Assoc. Belfast; printed, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 1875. 

* Catalogue of Silurian Fos. p. 44, case vii. 

* Geol. Soc. Pap. read June 22, 1881. 

® Nicholson, Ann.^Mag. Nat. Hist. June, 1877. 
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Lansd., of the Silurian System, ph 15, fig. 7. I have found frag- 
ments in the washings of Mr. Maw,' Another specimen of the same 
species, from the Wenlock Limestone, Dudley, encrusting a small 
coral, is in the cabinet of Mr. Longe, F.G.S., of Cheltenham. In 
the Devonian collection of Polyzoa, at the School of Mines, a species 
marked Bereni^ea Jf‘ Coyii, Salter, Middle Devonian, Padstow, bears 
a very close resemblance to this Silurian type. Unfortunately the 
Devonian specimen is very poorly preserved, but I can trace in the 
zoarium a sufficient number of cells to afford me some idea of the 
general character. Tlie specimen in Mr. Longe’s cabinet I have 
carefully studied, and I now give a description with very accurate 
measurements. 

Zoaria encrusting by a single layer a fragment of coral. Zocecia 
tubular, rather regular, in series. As several colonies are found 
upon the same coral, a remarkably irregular character is given to 
the associated zoaria. For the purpose of this diagnosis I isolate a 
single colony. Cell-mouths circular, with a well-formed peristome, 
and slightly less than tlie diameter of the tubes. Six zooecia occupy 
the space of a line measured across the mouth of the cells, and two 
and lialf, to three, lengthwise in the same sj^ace.^ 

The habit of Lonsdale’s species in the School of Mines, and also 
Salter’s Devonian Bcrenicea, is that of the ordinary Diaiftopora. The 
habit of the species here described, and also the measurements, cor- 
respond with Nicholson’s Alecto confusa. If these be true Diasto- 
par a — for I cannot ignore the existence of D. consimilis and Berenicea 
M‘Coyii — we have a true tubular Diastopora carried backward in 
time to the Wenlock Limestone ; consequently the Berenicea which 
I left provisionally with the JDiastoporidce * will be displaced by un- 
doubted tubular species. The measurement of Alecto confasa, Nich., 
is live cells to the line, measured across the mouth.* This is slightly 
less than my own, and may bo accounted for by the more compact 
arrangement of the cells in the Dudley specimen. 

182G. Ceriopora, Goldfuss. 

Several species of this genus are given as Up. Silurian by authors, 
Ceriopora affinis, Goldfuss. 

,, granulosa f „ 

„ punctataj „ 

and Nicholson in his Now Devonian Fossils adds Ceriopora ? JTamil- 
tonensis, of which he says, “This beautiful little fossil (about five 
cells occupy the space of a line vertically) occurs in great abundance 

' In plate 15, Silurian System, reproduced as pi. xli., Silurian, ed. 1859, 
marked 7. Diastopora ? consimilis^ probably a Brvozoon. 

* This was written in Deetunber, 1880, a copy of which was furnished shortly after 
to Mr. Lou^e, for his correction and approval for publication in this Report, as 
Alecto confusa, Nicholson ? var. regiilaris. I have seen since that a paper has been 
furnished for reading on Diastopora^ at the Geol. Soc. May, 1881. I have no 
desire to press my own name in preference to his, seeing that I wrote my description 
previously to tlie examination of Lonsdale’s and M ‘Coy’s Silurian and Devonian 
species in the School of Mines. 

3 Review of the Fam. Diastoporidee, Quart. Joum. Geol. Soc. Aug. 1880. 

* Nicholson does not say this, but I infer it from his remarks. 
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in some of the beds of the Hamilton Formation. It is allied to 
C. punctata, Gold., and Millepora interporosa, Phill. (Geol. of York). 

I am at present unable to decide as to its true generic affinities, and 
have simply referred it provisionally to Ceriopora.'* I will also leave 
it and the other species alone for the present. The whole of the 
Cerioporidee will have to be revised, and species from the Silurian 
to the Crag will have to be re-worked. 

1821. Spiropora, Lamx. 

In some of the shale- washings supplied to me by Mr. Maw from 
strata below the Wenlock Limestone, I have come across many 
beautiful fragments of this genus, which will enable me to carry 
back the type to Silurian times. Mr. Kalfe Tate has already carried 
back the genus to the Lias,^ but the specific differences between the 
Liassic and Silurian forms are very marked. The Silurian species I 
shall describe under the name of Spiropora regular is, Vine. 

1874. Botryllopora, Nicholson.^ 

This curious genus, founded by Nicholson for Devonian species, is 
allied to Defrancia and lAchenopora, but unlike either. The author 
says, ‘‘I have been unable to refer these singular Polyzoa to any 
existing group, and have therefore been compelled to found a new 
genus for their reception. Zoarium calcareous, sessile, and encrust- 
ing, forming systems of small circular discs, the upper surfaces of 
which are marked with radiating ridges, upon which the cells are 
carried. Each disc is attached by its entire lower surface, slightly 
convex above, with a central nonporiferous space, round which a 
number of radiating poriferous ridges occupy an exterior, slightly 
elevated zone. Cells forming a double series on each ridge, immersed 
with rounded mouths, which are not elevated in any part of their 
circumference above the general surface.” ^ 

One species is given, B. socialts, Nich. pi. ix. fig. 16, and it is not 
of very rare occurrence in the Hamilton Formation. I have not seen 
among any of our own Palmozoic Polyzoa any approach to this 
genus. It may be well to direct attention to the characters, because 
workers may find even this amongst the group of our hitherto most 
neglected fossils. 

In my first Eeport (‘‘British Carboniferous Polyzoa,” 1880^) I 
said that “ to the Palaeontologist the study of the PalaBozoic Polyzoa 
opens up many very important biological details ; for the connexion 
of the Polyzoa with the Graptolites is a question that must be dealt 
with in detail.” 

Since this was written I have gone over much that has been 
written in this country on this debatable subject. Professor Huxley, 
Mr. Salter, and Professor H. Alley ne Nicholson have severally occu- 
pied themselves with this question of affinity. Mr. Salter says, “ I 
think Professor Huxley first suggested the resemblance to Defran- 

1 Spiropora Uaaaica, Tate, Geol. Mao. 1875. 

* Canadian Joum. No. 80 ; Geol. Mag. 1874, p. 23. > Ibid. p. 23. 

^ BritiBh Associatio» Reports. 
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VERTICAL RANGE OF SILURIAN POLYZOA OR SPECIES DESCRIBED. 
Museum of Pkactical Geology ; Silueia and Silueian System. 


Species. 

Author. 

Formation. 

Ilatalogue 

page. 

My own Collection 
marked* 

sp. 


Lower Llandeilo 

20 


dichotoma 

Portlock 

II 11 ••• 

99 


„ 

11 ••• 

Upper „ 

28 


sp. 



II II ••• 

,, 


heterogyra 
assimilis 

WQoy, Berenicea 
Lonsdale 

Caradoc 

II ••• 

44 

99 

* 

Milleri 

„ 

II 

,, 

* 

ngularis and sp. 
disticha (?) 

Portlock 

Goldfuss 

II ... 


# 

Alecto confusa 

Nicholson 




type 

II 

,, 


Hisingeri 

M‘Coy 

11 

,, 

» 

ornata 

MS., Wyatt Edg. 


,, 


acuta 

Hall 


45 


dichotoma 

Portlock 


,, 

* 

explanata ... ... 

M’Uoy ... ... 

II »»• 


* 

papillata 

Ms., Etheridge 

II 

.. 


ramosa 

II 


,, 


recta 

Hall 




scutata 

MS., Etheridge 

II 

,, 


ramosa 

Hisinger 

II 

,, 


sp 



Lower Llandovery 

64 


innexa 

Salter 




sp- . 

fucoides ... ... 

M‘Coy, cast of 

99 

•» 


cells only ... 
B’Orb. . . .. 

Lonsdale 

II II ... 

Upper 1 , ... 

72 

* 

sub-antiqua 
lanc.eolata ( Lons^ 
dalii, Vine) ... 
scalpellum 

sp. ••• ••• ••• 

” 

Wenlock Shales * 

85 

Stomatopora dis- 




similis^ Vine. 

lanceolata ... 

oculata 

Goldfuss 

Wenlock Limestn. 

104 

* 

consimilis .. 

Lonsdale .. ... 

II II 


*From W. Shale. 

favosa 

assimilis ? ... 

D’Urb 

II II 

" 

# 

F. intermedia^^hrxih.* 

Lonsdalii ? ... 

II II 


jP. Shrub.* 

F. lineata, Shrub.* 

Milleri ? 

Lonsdale 

II II 

,, 

reticulata ? ... 

,, 

II 11 

,, 


rigidata 

M‘Coy 

II II ••• 

,, 


sub-antiqua 

D’Orb. ... ... 

II 11 

II 


» disticha 

Goldfuss 

II II 

105 

♦ 

craiisa 

Lonsdale 

II 11 

II 

# 

lanceolata 

Goldfuss 

II II 

II 

» 

scalpellum 

Lonsdale 



.Berenicea irregularis 
Lonsdale* 

markedPryozoo;/ 

Reverse only .. 

II 11 

1. 

oculata ... 

Goldfuss 

Lower Ludlow .. 

. 119* 


Berenicea sp. 



• » f) 

II 


lanceolata 

Lonsdale * 


! 125 


lanceolata 

„ 

Aymestry Limest 


granulosa 

Goldfuss 

Upper Ludlow .. 

. 131 


sp 

••• •• 

II II . 

II 


n. sp. 



99 

. 



Genus. 


I Fkyllopora 
I Ftilodictya 

II 

Fenestella 
Diastopora P 
Fenestella 

M 

Glauconome 
Heteropora i 

Phyllopora 

Ptilodictya 


Petepora ? 

Fenestella 

Glauconome 

Phyllopora 

Ptilodictya 

Fenestella 

Ptilodictya 


Fenestella 

Ptilodictya 

Ceriopora 

Diastopora 

Discopora 

Fenestella 


Polypora '/ 
Ptilodictya 

Phyllopora 

Ceriopora 


Ceriopora 

Discopora 


^ From these shales I have obtained several specimens of species of Stomatopora^ 
Ascodictyon, 2 sp., and Spiropora, 2 sp. Species also oi Ptilodictya Lonsdalii, P. scalpellumt 
Polypora ? Glauconome^ and Ceriopora^ etc. 

' I have several other unworked species of Polyzoa from the Wenlock Limestone series. 

* This is more of the type P. lanceolata, Goldfuss. • 
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cia ; ” ^ his own opinion, however, was very decidedly expressed. 
“ The point I would chiefly call attention to is that there is a com- 
plete series up to the most compound in this remarkable family ; 
and after pointing out the varied features of the leading types of the 
Graptolitidce, he concludes bj' saying, Dendrograptus has the branches 
numerous, imsymmetrical, and crowded, while Dictyonema completes 
the series by showing the numerous rod-like stems each with their 
cells in double rows, connected by numerous transverse bars into a 
network like that of Fenestella, to which, indeed, I believe it forms 
the passage group.” ^ Professor Nicholson, after examining in detail 
the various points raised by Mr. Salter, says, “ The ‘ polyzoarium ’ 
(of the Polyzoa) is commonly more or less highly charged with 
lime, and this is especially the case with the fossil forms. The 
polypary of the Graptolites, on the other hand, are invariably 
corneous (or chitinous).” ^ Notwithstanding these varied opinions, 
I very reluctantly reviewed the whole of the points mooted by 
Nicholson and others, and then submitted my notes to Mr. Lap- 
worth’s scrutiny before publication. He has gone over every one 
of these notes critically, and, as his decision is adverse to my own 
views (founded to a large extent upon facial resemblances), I can- 
not do otherwise than bow to his dictum. If the Polyzoa and the 
Graptolithina had a common ancestor — a view I have always been 
disposed to adopt myself — it must have existed at an antiquity far 
more greatly removed from Silurian time than Silurian time is from 
our own ages; for the differences which then separated the two 
groups appear to have been almost as gigantic in importance as 
those which divide the Hydrozoa and Polyzoa of the present day.* 
For the purpose of comimrison I append a list of the leading 
genera of the Graptolites with the genera of Polyzoa found in the 
same formations. 

Vertical Range of Graptolites, according to Nicholson, Lapworth, and 

Catalogue of Camhrian and Silurian Fossils, School of Mines. 

(L.) Lapworth. (N.) Nicholson. (S.M.C.) School of Manes Catalogue. 

Formation. Genera only given, with corresponding increase of Polyzoa. 

Canabrian. Oldhamia antiqua, Forbes; O. radiaia, Forbes (S.M.C. p. 8). 

Upper Lingula Dictyonema sociale, Salter (S.M.C. p. 12), also in Tremadoc slates 
Flags. (N.) 

Arenig and Dichograptus^ Didymograptua^ Tetragraptus, Climacograptus, Diplo- 
Llandeilo. groptua, Graptolithus, Bastrites, Dictyonema? Bhyl/ograptus, 

Graptolitkus (S.M.C. pp. 17-18), Trigonograptus^ FtilograptuSs 
Dendrograptus, CallograptuSy Dictyograptus (Lap.). Polyzoa: 
Fhyllopora^ Ftilodictya (Lower Llandeilo), Branching polyzoon 
(S.M.(). p. 20), hardly distinguishable in form from Grapto~‘ 
liihina, only it is calcareous. 

Up. Llandeilo. Didymograptus, Tetragraptus, Climacograptus, Diplograptus, Dicta- 
nograptus, Graptolithus, Bastrites, Dictyonema, Frotovirgularia, 
Helicograptus, Fleur ograptus, Dicellograptus, Cyrtograptus (S.M. 
C. pp. 23-24). Polyzoa : Ftilodictya and Fenestella? n. sp. (Ibid. 

p. 28). 

^ Geological Memoirs of North Wales, p. 328, 1866. 

2 Ibid. ® British Graptolitidce ^ p. 85. 

^ Coucludmg remark in Mr. Lapworth’s letter to me. May 16, 1881. 
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Caradoc. Climacograptus^Diplograptus, Dicranograptus, Ven^rograptun, Grapto- 

lithus (S.M.C. p. 31). Poi.YZOA: Berenicea, Fmestella? Glauco^ 
notne^ Phyllopora^ Ptilodictya^ great increase of species (Ibid, 
p. 44). 

L. Llandovery. No Graptolites in S. M. Cat., Climacograptus one sp., Graptolites 
priodon, Bronn (Nich. Mono. pp. 97, 98). Polyzoa; Fenestella? 
Glauconome innexa^ Phyllopora^ Ptifodictya. 

U. Llandovery. Graptolithus priodon,Dictyonema (S.M.C. p. 69). Polyzoa ; Ptilo^ 
dictya^ Fenestella. 

\Yenlock Shale. Cladograptus, Cyrtograptus, Graptolithus, Betiolites^ Pictyonetna 
(S.M.C. p. 81). Polyzoa: Fenestella, Ptilodictya (Stomatopora 
species, Vine). 

Wenlock Lime- Graptoliihus priodon, Bronn (S.M.C. p. 93), Graptolites colonos, 
stone. Jietiolites, Cyrtograptus, Ptilograptus (Fich. p. 98). PoLYZOA: 

great increase of species, see list. 

Lower Ludlow. Dendrograptus, Graptoliihus (S.M.C. p. 115). Pour species recorded 
i both in Catalogue and the same by Nicholson. 

Upper Ludlow. Graptoliihus sp. recorded (S.M.C. p. 128). 

112, Hill Top, Attercliffe, Sheffield.^ 

Errata, etc. 

Page 471 — 3 lines from bottom remove bracket after sub-order *’) and place it 
after ‘‘remains ”) in line above. 

Page 473 — Between “Branches,” and “ Gonooocium ” insert — 

Dissepiments. “ Bars which connect together the branches.” 

E "V I IE W S- 

I. — On the Organization of tub Fossil Plants of the Coal- 
measures. Part XL By Prof. W. C. Williamson, F.R.S. 
Pliil. Trans. Hoy. Soc., Vol. 172, Pt. 2, 1881, p. 283, and Plates 
47-54. 

T he contributions of Prof. Williamson to tlie Royal Society on 
the organization of the fossil plants of tlie Coal-measures have 
now readied the eleventh part, which indicates the same amount of 
labour and is of equal interest and importance as the preceding series. 
Tlirougliout these researches the author has shown his intimate 
acquaintance with the views of both English and foreign writers 
on the subject, while his study of the recent Cryptogamia, which he 
has cultivated for the especial purpose of comparison, has been of 
material imiiortance in these investigations, and although some few 
points in tlie structure and affinities of the fossils may be differently 
interpreted by other palasobotanists, the carefully executed and 
enlarged figures prepared by himself will be invaluable for the study 
of coal plants. 

In the present paper the author discusses the opinion of M. 
Renault on the relation of Si gill aria and Lepidodendron, and after 
describing some new sections of these plants, Prof. Williamson con- 
siders there is “ a clear proof that, contrary to the conclusions of M. 
Renault, age does bring about very important changes in the form, 
and arrangement of the tissues in the branches of these plants.” 
Further, his most recent researches have brought to light another 
very remarkable series of facts indicating the Lycopodiaceous 

1 My next Report will be “ Jurassic Polyzoa.” Any help which can be given to me, 
either by the loan or “ gift ” of specimens ; any notes of species in dilFerent localities ; 
or help of any sort, will be duly acknowledged. 1 desire to make the Report as full 
and exact as possible, — G. R. v . 
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character of the Lepidodendroid and Sigillarian stemB, for “ what- 
ever else may be doubtful, there is no doubt that Stigmaria ficoides, 
with its peculiar rootlets, is the root alike of Lepidodendron and 
Sigillaria.’* With regard to these rootlets, the perusal of a very 
important paper by M. Van Tieghem, noticing a peculiar structure 
of the true roots of Ly copods (Sur la symmetrie de structure des 
plantes vasculaires, Ann. Scien. Nat. tome 13, 1870), led Prof. 
Williamson to re-examine the rootlets of Stigmaria, and the results 
are described at pp. 291-294, from which it is demonstrated that 
“ we have in each of these rootlets a single vascular bundle that 
commences its development eccentrically in relation to the centre of 
the rootlet to which it belongs, and that, proceeding from this one 
pole, it is developed centripetally, the extent of that development, 
including the number of its constituent vessels, bearing a general 
relation to the age of the rootlet so far as is indicated by its size. 
Excepting in the magnitude of the liber-cells, the resemblance to 
the corresponding organs in the SelagineUece is complete. Seeing 
that this peculiar structure only exists in the recent Lycopods and 
OpJiioglossea, and that no other resemblance exists between the fossil 
Lepidodendra and Sigillaried and the Ophioglossece, we must fall back 
upon the Lycopods as the plants with which this form of rootlet 
indicates true aflSnities.” 

In the general conclusions respecting Carboniferous Lycopods the 
author expresses his conviction, “that at least many of the Lej^i- 
dendroid plants acquire, through advancing age, those characteristics 
that have hitherto been relied upon to distinguish the Sigillarian 
from the Lepidodendroid forms,” and again, it seems to have been 
during the Palaeozoic epoch that the great changes were effected 
which caused the arborescent Lycopods to be replaced by the oolitic 
Gymnosperms. The last section of the memoir is devoted to 
Calamostachys and Peronosporites. With regard to the former 
plant, considered to be allied to the EquisetaceoB, as all the examples 
hitherto described possessed but one kind of spore, the examination 
of a new specimen from the Halifax Coal-bed shows that all the 
sporangia of the uppermost of the three fertile verticils, as well as 
those to the right of the middle one, are filled with the small spores, 
while the three to the left of the middle vei-ticil, and all the four of 
the lowermost one, contain macrospores. Prof. Williamson concludes 
“ that this discovery of macrospores and microspores in Calamostachys 
Binneyana supplies another link connecting this strobilus with the 
Lycopodiacea in the same measure that it separates the fruit from the 
Equisetacea. That no plant belonging to the latter order ever 
possessed both macrospores and microspores is more than we can 
venture to affirm ; but that no living representative of the group is 
known to do so is an unquestionable fact — hence to include an 
heterosporous Calamostachys in the Equisetaceous order will involve 
so large an alteration in the definition of the characteristics of this 
order as would practically involve the creation of a new one. On 
the other hand, this discovery strengthens my old conviction that the 
true affinities of this strobilus are with the Lycopodiacece. The 
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Terticillate arrangement of the fruit, and of what I believe to be the 
leaves {Asterophyllites or Sphenophyllum), constitute no difficulty 
preventing us from accepting this conclusion. Brongniart long ago 
pointed how commonly a verticillate foliage occurred amongst living 
Ly copods.” Figures of this interesting form are given (pi. 54, figs. 
23-27), and adso of Feronosporites, figs. 28-38. J. M. 

II. — Etna : A Histoky op the Mountain and its Eruptions. By 
G. F. Kodwell. With Maps and Illustrations. (C. Kegan 
Paul & Co., 1881.) 

T he Memoir on Mount Etna, or Monte Gibello, which Mr. Eodwell 
reprints from the Eiicyclopoedia Britannicay contains little that is 
new. He refers to the writings of Lord Winchelsea, Sir William 
Hamilton, and Patrick Brydone, and the later works of Elie de 
Beaumont and of Sartorius von Waltershausen, the latter being 
undoubtedly the finest and most exhaustive work on the volcano. 
Etna is about the grandest natural object to be met with in Europe ; 
as was pointed out by the late Prof. Jukes, we should have to put 
Snowdon on Ben Nevis, and Carrantuohill, the highest peak in 
Ireland, on the summit of both to make a mountain like Etna. 
There are two cities, Catania and Aci Keale, and sixty -two towns or 
villages on its sloj^es. By reason of the wonderful fertility’’ of the 
soil and the healthiness of the climate, it is far more thickly popu- 
lated than any other part of Sicily or Italy ; more than 300,000 
persons live on its sides; the population of the habitable zone of 
Etna amounts to 1424 per square mile. Even Lancashire, the most 
populous county in Great Britain (of course excepting Middlesex), 
and the possessor of two cities which also furnish more than a 
million inhabitants, has a population of only 1479 to the square mile. 
The minor craters round the centre cone are to be counted by 
hundreds. The account of the ascent, and the stay on the way at 
the Casa Inglesi, is much like that which we have all read in daily 
papers or weekly journals. The summit was reached just before 
sunrise, and Mr. Kodwell had the good fortune to see the projection 
of the triangular shadow of the mountain across the island, a hundred 
miles away. The shadow appeared vertically suspended in space at 
or beyond Palermo, and resting on a slightly misty atmosphere ; it 
gradually sank until it reached the surface of the island, and as the 
sun rose it approached nearer and nearer to the base of the mountain. 
The more purely scientific part of this memoir does not appear to be 
strong ; hydrochloric acid,” he writes, “ is said to frequently issue 
from the crater.” The snow which falls on the mountain is stowed 
away in caves and used by the Sicilians during summer. A ship 
load is also sent to Malta, and the Archbishop of Catania derives a 
good deal of his income from the sale of Etna snow. During the 
descent the apparent nearness of the minor cones and of the villages 
at the base of the mountain strikes the observer. They appear to be 
painted on a vertical wall, and although from ten to fifteen miles 
distant, seem to be almost within a stone’s thrqw. This is the efiect 
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of refraction, for at the summit we leave one-third of the atmosphere 
beneath us, and in looking towards the base we are looking from 
a rarer to a denser medium. In a chapter he gives an account of 
seventy-eight eruptions of the volcano. The coloured map of Etna 
is curious in that the beds of modern lava bear the closest resem- 
blance to stag’s horn moss. Mr. Kutley discourses on the microscopic 
characters of the sections of the lavas, and speaks of “ a slight 
residuum of glass,” “ some interstitial glass,” “ a small quantity of 
interstitial glass.” “Would it not be well to let the reader know 
what is meant by the very technical use of this word “ glass ” ? 


III. — Geological Sketch of the North op France and the 
Adjacent Districts. 

Esquisse Geologique DU Nori) db la France et dks Con- 
trees voisines. Par M. J. Gosselet, Professcur h, la Faculte 
des Sciences de Lille. 2® Fascicule, Terrains Secondaires. 
(Lille, 1881.) 

A mong his numerous contributions to geological science, Prof. 

J. Gosselet has prepared a geological sketch of the Depart- 
ment of the North and adjacent districts, of which two parts have 
appeared. A work by him under a similar title, but on a smaller 
scale, and without illustrations, was published about five years ago. 

The first part of the enlarged edition comprises the Palaeozoic 
rocks, the present part is devoted to the “ Terrains Secondaires,” 
including the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous series of the 
northern region of France, The palaeontological, mineralogical, and 
stratigraphical characters of each great division, and their geographi- 
cal distribution, are given, followed by a concise description of the 
subdivisions of each group, with lists of the most characteristic 
fossils, and useful synoptical tables of the Jurassic and Cretaceous 
strata. This second fasciculus is accompanied by an atlas containing 
thirteen carefully executed plates of the more characteristic fossils of 
each subdivision from the Hettangien to the Turonien, four double 
plates showing the area of the continental land, and of the sea 
deposits of the Jurassic, Albien, Cenomanien, Turonien, and Senonien 
epochs, as well as six double iJates illustrating fifty-five of the 
more important geological sections and superposition of the strata in 
the country. This work when completed will form a useful resume 
to those interested in the leading geological features of the northern 
district of France, or in comparing them with the synchronous 
deposits of our own country. 

For the ‘‘ Esquisse Geologique ” and other memoirs bearing on 
the geological constitution of the Ardennes, the Academy of Sciences 
of Paris this year awarded the Bourdin prize, — a worthy recognition 
of the conscientious labours of Prof. J. Gosselet for many years on 
the geology of his Department (du Nord) and the adjacent country. 

J. M. 
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THE “LOWER KEEPER SANDSTONE” OR “BASEMENT BEDS.” 

Sir, — WTiile cordially agreeing witli much that Mr. Strahan has 
to say on the above subject, I would enter a strong protest against 
the general line of argument which runs through his paper to 
the effect that, in the Midland counties, the Basement Beds of the 
Keuper are more closely connected stratigraphically as well as litho- 
logically with the underlying Bunter sandstone than with the over- 
lying members of the Keuper, and that the most important break in 
the Triassic series comes at the base, not of the Basement Beds of 
the Keuper, but of the Waterstones. In the counties of Nottingham, 
Derl)y, and Stafford, the Keuper Basement Beds consist of a series 
of white and red sandstones and conglomerates with irregular inter- 
stratifications of red marl ; they are very variable in character and 
thickness, never more than 50 or GO feet, and often entirely absent. 
On the east side of Nottingham the Keuper Basement Beds (when 
present) rest on the Pebble Beds of the Bunter ; but four miles west 
of the town, in Stapleford Hill (where by the way they are locally 
well developed), and in Catstone Hill, they repose directly on the 
Lower Mottled Sandstone of the Bunter. Here then we get decisive 
evidence of an unconforniable overlap of the Bunter Pebble Beds by 
the Keuper Basement Beds, and the removal of at least 200 feet of 
strata during the interval of time which separated those two groups 
of rocks, 

Mr. Strahan cites the appearances of erosion of the Basement Beds 
beneath the Waterstones in support of his theory of a great break at 
that horizon, but denies that erosion of the rocks beneath the Base- 
ment Beds is of any value as evidence of a break between the Base- 
ment Beds and the Bunter. About three years ago I had the op- 
portunity of examining the junction of tlie Keuper Basement Beds 
and Waterstones, at Col wick Wood near Nottingham, for a distance 
of over a hundred yards. In this section the (irregular) bedding 
planes of the Basement Beds ran roughly parallel with those of the 
Waterstones. At the top, though the junction line was quite even, 
the Basement Beds certainly had the appearance of having suffered 
denudation before the deposition of the Waterstones. In view how- 
ever of the abundant evidences of contemporaneous erosion in the 
Basement lleds, no importance can be attached to these appearances 
as indicative of any considerable lapse of time between the two 
series. The Waterstones and the Basement Beds were apparently 
conformable. This conformability is equally evident in the district 
of Alton, Staffordshire. 

It is true that, in parts of Notts and Derbyshire, the upper mem- 
bers of the Keuper overlap the Keuper Basement Beds and rest on 
the Bunter and older rocks, but we have good reason for believing 
that this is simply a conformahle overlap, for the Waterstones are 
themselves also partially or wholly cut out by the rising surface of 
the older underlying rocks. , 
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At the close of the Bunter period, elevation took place, in the 
Midlands certainly, if not generally throughout the country, accom- 
panied by extensive and long-continued denudation : during this 
interval of time the land appears to have been out up by subaerial 
erosion, and its surface furrowed by channels. 

On depression again setting in at the commencement of the Keuper 
period, these hollows appear to have been first filled up by coarse 
sediments that were drifted along by powerful westerly currents. 
This will suflSce to explain the local development and rapid fluctua- 
tions in thickness of the Keuper Basement Beds. 

In lithological character the Keuper Basement Beds show marked 
differences both from the underlying Bunter Sandstones and the 
overlying Waterstones ; though there are beds in the series which 
strongly resemble one or other of those rocks. Typically, however, 
the texture of the Basement Beds is essentially Keiiper-like : the 
grains of sand, whether coarse as any Bunter or fine as any Keuper 
sandstone, are mostly angular, clean, and of a flat and elongated or 
schistose type, while those of the Bunter are of a more globular or 
granitic type, and generally stained with a coating of ferric oxide ; 
mica too is much more abundant than in most Bunter Sandstones. 
The quartzites of the Keuper Basement Beds count for less than 
nothing, as they have all the appearance of having been derived 
from the waste of the Bunter Pebble Beds. 

I quite agree with Mr. Strahan that the Keuper Basement Beds, 
as defined by him, form a distinct subdivision of the Triassic series, 
and that whilst the Waterstones graduate up into the lied Marls, and 
their division therefrom is arbitrary, the Basement Beds are sharply 
separated from the rest of the Keuper. 

In conclusion, I would recommend the retention of the term 

Basement Beds ” applied to these rocks as more expressive and 
less open to misinterpretation than that horribly confusing phrase 
“Lower Keuper Sandstone.” E. Wilson. 

JfOTTINGHAM, 5 Oct. 1881. 

MR. FISHERY S REPLY TO MR. DAY^S CRITICISM. 

Sir, — If Mr. Day will consider what I meant by “ obliquity of 
trend,” in the trace of a furrow, made by a railway cutting, be will 
perceive that my assertion is correct, that “ no apparent obliquity 
of trend can be given by a vertical section, e.g, by a vertical cliff.” 
I believe that the difference between us arises from our understand- 
ing the obliquity to apply to different angles.^ 

To use Mr. Day’s illustration of a shadow : let the shadow, made 
by horizontal rays, of a vertical square, whose sides are vertical and 
horizontal, fall upon a plane which is not parallel to the plane of 
the square. So long as the plane which receives the shadow is 
vertical (which answers to the vertical cliff), the shadow of a vertical 
edge of the square will be perpendicular to a horizontal line drawn 
on the plane. But if the plane be inclined to the horizon, the shadow 
of the vertical edge of the square will no longer be perpendicular to 
the horizontal line. I,t is the angle between the shadow of the edge 
^ See Mr. Fisher’s article, January, 1881, p. 20. 
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and a perpendicular to the horizontal line, which measures the 
“ obliquity of trend,” caused, as it will be observed, by the shadow- 
receiving plane being inclined to the horizon. If the plane be 
vertical, there will be no such obliquity. 

O. Fisheb. 

RATE OF DENUDATION OF THE LAND BY RIVERS. 

Sib, — In a paper published in April, 1853, in the Phil. Mag. 

I have calculated the mean denudation of the land by rivers and 
the sea to be equal to three feet in 10,000 years, taken over the 
whole surface of the land. 1 further corrected this in 1875, 
Appendix Geol. Mag. p. 433, ei seq., by taking into account the 
quantity of material not in suspension, viz. sand, etc., pushed out 
to sea by rivers. I find this equal to twice as much denudation as 
the material carried out to sea in suspension indicated by a new 
method. 

I omitted this point in 1853, and Mr. James Croll, who followed 
my metliod of calculations, has always omitted it also. 

This denudation would be nearly ten feet in 10,000 years, or one 
foot in 1000 years, with the present rainfall. But in the Pluvial 
period the rainfall would be 300 inches, or about ten times as great 
as the present. Belgrand afterwards suggested a twenty-fold rainfall. 

By my formula of the increase of velocity of water at the same 
slope, according to increase of quantity, I found the velocity of 
streams would be enormously increased in the Pluvial period, 
particularly in the rainj^ seasons, as the quantity flowing in rivers 
would be enormous. If the quantity of rain increased eight times, 
the velocity of the stream would be double; but if the rainfall was 
very unequal, the mean velocity for the year might be much in 
excess, say three times the present velocity. In the Pluvial period, 
if the mean velocity may have been three times the present mean 
velocity of streams and rivers, Hopkins has shown the power of 
moving material increases in an enormous ratio with the velocity. 
If the moving force for removing strata is as the fifth power, 
and the velocity 3 times, then as 3* equals 729, the mean denuda- 
tion in the Pluvial period would be 729 times the present. This 
would be equal to a mean removal of 9 inches in the year off the 
land, and a mean deposit of 3 inches in the sea, raising the sea-level 
to that extent. 

The deltas of all great modem rivers are formed of thin stratified 
beds containing land plants, and always recent fresh-water shells 
that can only live in shallow fresh-water, or shells or animals living 
in estuaries. The surface of these modern deltas is always near the 
level of the sea at the shore-line, and must have always been so 
during their formation, as they are all shallow- water deposits. As 
the sea-level rose during the supposed period of 729 years, the 
deposits must all that time have exactly kept up with the elevation 
in order to keep marine deposits away. The depth of these delta 
deposits is from 500 to 1000 feet, as ascertained by borings. 

In 3000 years, with a mean denudation of fend of 9 inches a year, 
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and an annual rise of the sea of 8 inches of sea-level, a delta of 
729 feet could have been formed by the deposits obtained by the 
overflow of the river-water, with the assistance of some material 
thrown back by the sea into the estuary or delta. 

The deltas of all our great rivers are thus later than Post-Pliocene, 
and of the age of the Pluvial period. No part of any of these deltas 
has been uplifted by volcanic or subterranean agency above the 
general level of the delta ; this is another proof of recent origin. 

Alfred Tylor. 


ROCK-BASINS IN GRANITE. 

Sir, — I n reply to the query of Mr. T. Cragor in your last number, 

I would refer him to a paj^r “ On the Rock-Basins in the Granite of 
the Dartmoor District, Devonshire,’^ by G. W. Ormerod (Quart. 
Journ. Geol. Soc. vol. xv. p. IG). In this paper the author brings 
forward reasons for considering that the Rock -basins were formed 
by atmospheric action, which commenced in irregularities on the 
surface of the granite and was probably assisted by a globular or 
spheroidal structure in the rock. H. B. W. 

JOINT-STRUCTURE AT GREAT DEBTHS. 

Sir, — Mr. Crosby (Geol. Mag. Sept. 1881, p. 41 G) explains the 
absence of joint-structure at great depths by attributing the forma- 
tion of these divisional planes to the cooling of strata from a 
temperature which prevented them from becoming jointed by con- 
traction before they were thoroughly desiccated and consolidated. 
This appears to me to explain what occurs in jointed conglomerates, 
in which hard quartz and other pebbles aro often “cut through i-y 
joints, as neatly as if they had been sliced by a lapidary’s wheel.” 
But, if this is the cause of jointing, why have we joint planes 
continuous in direction over wide areas, cutting rocks up into cuboidal 
or polygonal masses, and not division along planes of least resist- 
ance, such as would form the prisms so familiar in rocks which have 
cooled from fusion or from a high temperature like the columnar 
mud of Tideswell dale. 

The conditions suggested by Mr. Crosby appear to me to be such 
as would produce columnar jointing, viz. slow, regular contrac- 
tion in a more or less homogeneous rock ; why then is not the joint- 
ing of this nature ? Seeking purely for information on this head, 
I am yours, &c., W. W. Watts. 

Sidney College, Cambridge, 

October IKA, 1881. 

DISCOVERY OF COAL-MEASURES UNDER NEW RED SANDSTONE 

AND ON SO-CALLED PERMIAN ROCKS AT ST. HELENAS, LANCA- 
SHIRE. 

Sir, — Permit me to point out that the author of this paper in the 
current number of the Geological Magazine, in identifying the 
limestone bands met with beneath the New Red Sandstone at 
Winwick in 1879, with the Ardwick Limestones of the Manchester 
Coal-field, does not stiate that this identification was made by me 
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in May of that year, when Mr. A. Timmins, Stud. Inst. C.E., kindly 
showed me the series of specimens, at Runcorn. Mr. A. Timmins 
had himself recognized the fact that the beds in question were lime- 
stones, and had, in fact, made a rough analysis of them, which I 
urged him to send to the Manchester Geological Society, with a note 
from myself as to their geological identification, which I at once 
recognized — having shortly before, through the courtesy of Mr. 
Vivian, of the North England Rock Boring Company, examined the 
fine series of cores obtained at Clayton Vale, east of Manchester, 
where the Ardwich Series was penetrated. In the fifth report of the 
Underground Water Committee of the British Association, read at 
Sheffield in August, 1879, and printed in the volume for that year, I 
alluded to my identification, and in June, 1880, I published the 
detailed section of the Win wick boring, drawn up from my notes of the 
samples, in my paper published in the Manchester Geological Societ 3 ’’s 
Transactions, on‘‘Eurtlier Notes onTriassic Borings near Warrington.” 
From which, perhaps, I may be permitted to quote the following 
passages. “These Coal-measure deposits occurring at a depth of 
only olO feet or 113 yards from the surface, cannot be regarded as 
a discovery of the highest commercial interest, for looking to the 
westerly attenuation of thickness of the Coal-measures of South 
Lancashire, to wliich I have already drawn the attention of the 
Society, there can be little doubt but that the IManchester Coal-field 
will occur at a less depth beneath the limestone than at Manchester, 
in which case a valuable and workable Coal-field may be under the 
London and North Western Railway at Parkside, where a boring 
has recently been carried out,” .... and, “ should the limestones 
of Winwick belong to the same horizon as those of the Manchester 
Coal-field, it is in the highest degree probable that another 600 feet, 
and possibly much less, would reach the Openshaw Coal, or its 
equivalents.” 

H. M. Geol. Survey, ChaS. De Rance, F.G.S., 

54, West Parade, Rhyl. Assoc. Inst. C.E. 


MU. n. n. HOWOllTH ON THE SUDDEN EXTINCTION OF THE 
MAMMOTH. 

Sir, — As one of a numerous body of students of that most fasci- 
nating science Geology, 1 venture to address you a few lines to ask 
you to use your influence to induce writers, at least in your own 
Magazine, to make use of their own language in their scientific 
papers, and so to largely to increase the number of their readers. 
In your September Number is a paper on a subject in which I — 
and many other equally unlearned students of nature — take much 
interest. From the cause above named, all who are not thoroughly 
versed in both Latin and German are bound to take on trust evidence 
that is quoted in support of the theory brought forward, which 
evidence, had it been given in English, would have considerably 
increased the interest in the paper of myself and many other of 
your readers. Why should Englishmen, more than any other men, 
err in this way? We have a language nyich more expressive 
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than either Latin, French, or German, yet some of our learned 
countrymen seem to delight in writing their scientific papers in one 
of those foreign languages. In most foreign works, I think you 
will find quotations translated into the language of the country ; 
why not in ours ? Ignokamus. 

Beistol, Oct., 1881. 


□5sd:isc:EXjXi.A.nsrEOTJS 


The Blackheath Subsidences. — ^The Report of the Committee 
for the exploration of these subsidences has just been published by 
the Lewisham and Blackheath Scientific Association. Unfortunately 
they have been unable to arrive at any positive solution of the 
problem which lay before them ; but Mr. T. Y. Holmes, F.G.S., 
has appended some observations, accompanied by apian and sections, 
which acquaint us with all the facts of the case, and render most 
plausible his view that the plateau of Blackheath was chosen for the 
site of Dane’s Holes, of which the holes recently exposed are ex- 
amples. (See Geol. Mag. for July, 1881, p. 336.) 

Postscript to Note on a New English IIomalohotus from the 
Devonian, Torquay, S. Devon (see p. 489). — Since the foregoing 
was written I have been favoured by Mr. Champernowne with a 
series of specimens obtained by him from the same locality as 
yielded the Jlomalonotus Champernownei, described above. These 
have been carefully examined by my colleague, Mr. R. Etheridge, 
r.R.S., who has determined them thus : — 


PhyncJionella Pengelhfana ? 
Streptorhynchus umhraculum, 
Spirifera cultrijugata, 

Chonetes, ep. 

Orthis, sp. 

PuUastra, sp. 

Holopella, sp., or Loxonema, sp. 


(and one or two other indeterminate 
Gasteropoda. ) 

Cyrtoceras. sp. 

Orthoceras, sp. 

Pleiirodictyum problematicum, 
Pctraia, sp. 


There are also several parts of Momalonotus, probably representing 
two other species, and a caudal portion which may have belonged to 
II. Champernownei, H. Woodw. — H.W. 

Mb. R. Etheridge, F.R.S., President Geol. Soc. London, who 
has so ably filled the post of Palaeontologist to H.M. Geological 
Survey in the Museum of Practical Geology, Jermyn Street, for the 
past twenty-four years, has just accepted the ofiice of Assistant-Keeper 
to the Department of Geology in the British Museum (Natural History) , 
S.W., where he will in future be associated with Dr. H. Woodward, 
F.R.S. Mr. Etheridge’s eminent services in Geology and Pal 80 on- 
tology, and his long connection with this Magazine, as one of its 
Editors, have rendered his name widely known to the scientific 
world. All who know Mr. Etheridge will rejoice at any advance- 
ment which will afford him more leisure for the pursuit of his 
palasontologioal studies, and will join us in expressing the hope that 
he may long be spared to enjoy his present position. Mr. Etheridge’s 
address will in future be: “British Museum (Natural History), 
Cromwell Road, South Kensington, S.W.” 
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